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PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR 


Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott was edited for students who are actively building their 
vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, LSAT®, 
GMAT® or similar examinations.’ 


Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary. 


Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online- 
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com 


The Editor 
Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www. websters-online-dictionary.org 


1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved. 
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Now fitted the halter, now traversed the cart, 
And often took leave, but seemed loath to depart! 


Prior 
Thesaurus 
cart: (n) car, carriage, handcart, leave: (v) depart, go, abandon, desert, often: (adj, adv) oft; (adv) much, again 
barrow, applecart, wagon; (v) haul, lead; (adj, v) forsake, quit; (n) and again, repeatedly, ofttimes, 
drag, bear, take, transfer. furlough, permission, holiday; (n, v) oftentimes, many times, always, 
depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, escape. ANTONYMS: (v) enter, commonly, again; (adj) frequent. 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, arrive, stay, remain, come, approach, ANTONYMS: (adv) seldom, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, change, reposition, disinherit, infrequently, never. 
arrive, enter, come, abide, conform, occupy, participate. prior: (adj) preceding, former, 
continue, remain, appear, converge, loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, foregoing, previous, earlier, anterior, 
return. reluctant, loth, indisposed, backward, past, preliminary, antecedent, 
halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, gallows, hesitant, antipathetic, antipathetical, advance; (n) abbot. ANTONYMS: 
rope, noose, cestus, collar, drop; (v) loathe, shy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) later, following. 


confine, cramp. eager, willing, disposed, keen. took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO IVANHOE 


The Author of the Waverley Novels had hitherto proceeded in an unabated 
course of popularity, and might, in his peculiar district of literature, have been 
termed "L'Enfant Gate" of success. It was plain, however, that frequent 
publication must finally wear out the public favour, unless some mode could be 
devised to give an appearance of novelty to subsequent productions. Scottish 
manners, Scottish dialect, and Scottish characters of note, being those with which 
the author was most intimately, and familiarly acquainted, were the 
groundwork upon which he had hitherto relied for giving effect to his narrative. 
It was, however, obvious, that this kind of interest must in the end occasion a 
degree of sameness and repetition, if exclusively resorted to, and that the reader 
was likely at length to adopt the language of Edwin, in Parnell's Tale: 


“Reverse the spell,” he cries, “And let it fairly now suffice. The gambol has 
been shown.” 


Nothing can be more dangerous for the fame of a professor of the fine arts, 
than to permit (if he can possibly prevent it) the character of a mannerist to be 
attached to him, or that he should be supposed capable of success only in a 


Thesaurus 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, bound, skylark; (n) fun. proceeded: (v) proceed, yode. 
informed, aware, cognizant, groundwork: (n) bottom, basis, base, sameness: (n) equality, resemblance, 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, foundation, bed, ground, footing, monotony, similarity, identicalness, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, bedrock, fundament, background, parity, unvariedness, oneness, 
acquaint. substructure. likeness, dullness, tedium. 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, ANTONYMS: (n) variety, variation, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, personally, secretly, internally, uniqueness, inconsistency, contrast, 
commonly, regularly, informally, privately, narrowly, thoroughly, variability. 
closely, acquaintedly, conventionally. near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: (adv) unabated: (adj) unreduced, 
ANTONYM: (adv) distantly. superficially. unrestricted, unmitigated, 

gambol: (n, v) frolic, caper, play, mannerist: (v) doctrinaire, euphuist, unflagging, relentless, intense, 


romp, jump; (v) cavort, skip, frisk, pedagogue, pedant, purist. unrelenting. 
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particular and limited style. The public are, in general, very ready to adopt the 
opinion, that he who has pleased them in one peculiar mode of composition, is, 
by means of that very talent, rendered incapable of venturing upon other 
subjects. The effect of this disinclination, on the part of the public, towards the 
artificers of their pleasures, when they attempt to enlarge their means of amusing, 
may be seen in the censures usually passed by vulgar criticism upon actors or 
artists who venture to change the character of their efforts, that, in so doing, they 
may enlarge the scale of their art. 


There is some justice in this opinion, as there always is in such as attain 
general currency. It may often happen on the stage, that an actor, by possessing 
in a preeminent degree the external qualities necessary to give effect to comedy, 
may be deprived of the right to aspire to tragic excellence; and in painting or 
literary composition, an artist or poet may be master exclusively of modes of 
thought, and powers of expression, which confine him to a single course of 
subjects. But much more frequently the same capacity which carries a man to 
popularity in one department will obtain for him success in another, and that 
must be more particularly the case in literary composition, than either in acting 
or painting, because the adventurer in that department is not impeded in his 
exertions by any peculiarity of features, or conformation of person, proper for 
particular parts, or, by any peculiar mechanical habits of using the pencil, limited 
to a particular class of subjects. 


Whether this reasoning be correct or otherwise, the present author felt, that, 
in confining himself to subjects purely Scottish, he was not only likely to weary 
out the indulgence of his readers, but also greatly to limit his own power of 
affording them pleasure. In a highly polished country, where so much genius is 
monthly employed in catering for public amusement, a fresh topic, such as he 
had himself had the happiness to light upon, is the untasted spring of the desert; 


"Men bless their stars and call it luxury." 


But when men and horses, cattle, camels, and dromedaries, have poached the 
spring into mud, it becomes loathsome to those who at first drank of it with 
rapture; and he who had the merit of discovering it, if he would preserve his 


Thesaurus 


disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 


indisposition, reluctance, antipathy, 


opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 


disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) inclination, 


disposition, desire, tendency, 
keenness, willingness. 

loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, 
distasteful, disgusting, hateful, 
abominable, revolting, execrable, 
loathly, nauseous, horrible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, 


noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
admirable, good, attractive. 
peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 
distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, attribute, 
difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity. 
poached: (adj) boiled, stewed. 
preeminent: (adj, v) paramount, 
greatest; (adj) distinguished, leading, 
chief, grand, excellent, palmary, 


principal; (v) supereminent, supreme. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undistinguished, 
worst, inferior. 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, v) 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair. 

untasted: (adj) fuller, full, still full, 
untouched, unswayed. 
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reputation with the tribe, must display his talent by a fresh discovery of untasted 
fountains. 


If the author, who finds himself limited to a particular class of ubjects, 
endeavours to sustain his reputation by striving to add a novelty of attraction to 
themes of the same character which have been formerly successful under his 
management, there are manifest reasons why, after a certain point, he is likely to 
fail. If the mine be not wrought out, the strength and capacity of the miner 
become necessarily exhausted. If he closely imitates the narratives which he has 
before rendered successful, he is doomed to "wonder that they please no more." 
If he struggles to take a different view of the same class of subjects, he speedily 
discovers that what is obvious, graceful, and natural, has been exhausted; and, in 
order to obtain the indispensable charm of novelty, he is forced upon caricature, 
and, to avoid being trite, must become extravagant. 


It is not, perhaps, necessary to enumerate so many reasons why the author of 
the Scottish Novels, as they were then exclusively termed, should be desirous to 
make an experiment on a subject purely English. It was his purpose, at the same 
time, to have rendered the experiment as complete as possible, by bringing the 
intended work before the public as the effort of a new candidate for their favour, 
in order that no degree of prejudice, whether favourable or the reverse, might 
attach to it, as a new production of the Author of Waverley; but this intention 
was afterwards departed from, for reasons to be hereafter mentioned. 


The period of the narrative adopted was the reign of Richard I., not only as 
abounding with characters whose very names were sure to attract general 
attention, but as affording a striking contrast betwixt the Saxons, by whom the 
soil was cultivated, and the Normans, who still reigned in it as conquerors, 
reluctant to mix with the vanquished, or acknowledge themselves of the same 
stock. The idea of this contrast was taken from the ingenious and unfortunate 
Logan's tragedy of Runnamede, in which, about the same period of history, the 
author had seen the Saxon and Norman barons opposed to each other on 
different sides of the stage. He does not recollect that there was any attempt to 
contrast the two races in their habits and sentiments; and indeed it was obvious, 


Thesaurus 
abounding: (adj) rich, abundant, full, enumerate: (n, v) calculate, detail, forget. 
rife, replete, affluent, wealthy, number; (v) list, recount, reckon, trite: (adj) commonplace, banal, stock, 
plentiful, ample, fraught, prolific. tally, tell, compute, recapitulate, prosaic, threadbare, timeworn, 
ANTONYM: (adj) poor. figure. stereotyped, tired; (adj, v) stale, 
betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now common, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
amid; (adv) atwixt. on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, (adj) important, imaginative, 
desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time pertinent, relevant, fresh, exceptional, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, to come, great beyond, future life. exciting. 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; (adj, recollect: (v) recall, remember, vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) recognize, call to mind, remind, overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, mind, think, call up, reminisce, overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 


unconcerned. refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) crushed, tried, tired out, practiced. 
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that history was violated by introducing the Saxons still existing as a high- 
minded and martial race of nobles. 


They did, however, survive as a people, and some of the ancient Saxon 
families possessed wealth and power, although they were exceptions to the 
humble condition of the race in general. It seemed to the author, that the 
existence of the two races in the same country, the vanquished distinguished by 
their plain, homely, blunt manners, and the free spirit infused by their ancient 
institutions and laws; the victors, by the high spirit of military fame, personal 
adventure, and whatever could distinguish them as the Flower of Chivalry, 
might, intermixed with other characters belonging to the same time and country, 
interest the reader by the contrast, if the author should not fail on his part. 


Scotland, however, had been of late used so exclusively as the scene of what 
is called Historical Romance, that the preliminary letter of Mr Laurence 
Templeton became in some measure necessary. To this, as to an Introduction, the 
reader is referred, as expressing author's purpose and opinions in undertaking 
this species of composition, under the necessary reservation, that he is far from 
thinking he has attained the point at which he aimed. 


It is scarcely necessary to add, that there was no idea or wish to pass off the 
supposed Mr Templeton as a real person. But a kind of continuation of the Tales 
of my Landlord had been recently attempted by a stranger, and it was supposed 
this Dedicatory Epistle might pass for some imitation of the same kind, and thus 
putting enquirers upon a false scent, induce them to believe they had before 
them the work of some new candidate for their favour. 


After a considerable part of the work had been finished and printed, the 
Publishers, who pretended to discern in it a germ of popularity, remonstrated 
strenuously against its appearing as an absolutely anonymous production, and 
contended that it should have the advantage of being announced as by the 
Author of Waverley. The author did not make any obstinate opposition, for he 
began to be of opinion with Dr Wheeler, in Miss Edgeworth's excellent tale of 
"Maneuvering," that "Trick upon Trick" might be too much for the patience of an 


Thesaurus 
attained: (adj) attains, attaint, reached, high-minded: (adj) great, noble, intractable, determined, inveterate, 
complete, earned, fulfilled. generous, lofty, magnanimous, disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contended: (adj) controversial. elevated, exalted, upright, chivalrous, contrary, wayward, dogged. 
discern: (v) differentiate, see, magnificent, honest. ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, homely: (adj) plain, common, rustic, amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) artless, home, snug, homelike, easygoing, docile, biddable, 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. domestic; (adj, adv) ugly; (adv) agreeable, accommodating, 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, plainly, simplely. ANTONYMS: (adj) malleable, gentle. 
disregard, observe, overlook. sophisticated, striking, strenuously: (adv) energetically, 
germ: (n) beginning, bacterium, bud, uncomfortable, bleak. zealously, arduously, severely, 
sprout, kernel, microbe, embryo, egg, infused: (adj) mixed. forcefully, earnestly, laboriously, 


bacillus, root, seed. obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, busily, toilsomely, forwardly, hardly. 
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indulgent public, and might be reasonably considered as trifling with their 
favour. 


The book, therefore, appeared as an avowed continuation of the Waverley 
Novels; and it would be ungrateful not to acknowledge, that it met with the same 
favourable reception as its predecessors. 


Such annotations as may be useful to assist the reader in comprehending the 
characters of the Jew, the Templar, the Captain of the mercenaries, or Free 
Companions, as they were called, and others proper to the period, are added, but 
with a sparing hand, since sufficient information on these subjects is to be found 
in general history. 


An incident in the tale, which had the good fortune to find favour in the eyes 
of many readers, is more directly borrowed from the stores of old romance. I 
mean the meeting of the King with Friar Tuck at the cell of that buxom hermit. 
The general tone of the story belongs to all ranks and all countries, which 
emulate each other in describing the rambles of a disguised sovereign, who, 
going in search of information or amusement, into the lower ranks of life, meets 
with adventures diverting to the reader or hearer, from the contrast betwixt the 
monarch's outward appearance, and his real character. The Eastern tale-teller 
has for his theme the disguised expeditions of Haroun Alraschid with his faithful 
attendants, Mesrour and Giafar, through the midnight streets of Bagdad; and 
Scottish tradition dwells upon the similar exploits of James V., distinguished 
during such excursions by the travelling name of the Goodman of Ballengeigh, as 
the Commander of the Faithful, when he desired to be incognito, was known by 
that of Il Bondocani. The French minstrels are not silent on so popular a theme. 
There must have been a Norman original of the Scottish metrical romance of 
Rauf Colziar, in which Charlemagne is introduced as the unknown guest of a 
charcoal-man. 


It seems to have been the original of other poems of the kind. 


In merry England there is no end of popular ballads on this theme. The poem 
of John the Reeve, or Steward, mentioned by Bishop Percy, in the Reliques of 
English Poetry, is said to have turned on such an incident; and we have besides, 


Thesaurus 
annotations: (n) remarks, solitaire, loner, caveman, cave man. thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
observations, explanation, notes, incognito: (adv) incog; (adj) covert, spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
comments. secret, nameless, disguised, extravagant. 
buxom: (adj) bosomy, chubby, bonny, undercover, concealed; (n) trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
plump, sonsy, voluptuous, pseudonym. negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
curvaceous, shapely, full, crummy, metrical: (adj) measured, rhythmic, trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
fat. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, bony. _ cadenced, poetic, musical, deliberate, inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
comprehending: (adj) intelligent, rhythmical, careful, calculated, even, ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
general, observant, sympathetic, intermittent. worthwhile, major, considerable, 
brotherly, conversant. sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
hermit: (n) anchorite, ascetic, solitary, (adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, profound, substantial; (n) 


anchoret, eremite, monk, troglodyte, parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) importance. 
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the King and the Tanner of Tamworth, the King and the Miller of Mansfield, and 
others on the same topic. But the peculiar tale of this nature to which the author 
of Ivanhoe has to acknowledge an obligation, is more ancient by two centuries 
than any of these last mentioned. 


It was first communicated to the public in that curious record of ancient 
literature, which has been accumulated by the combined exertions of Sir Egerton 
Brydges. and Mr Hazlewood, in the periodical work entitled the British 
Bibliographer. From thence it has been transferred by the Reverend Charles 
Henry Hartsborne, M.A., editor of a very curious volume, entitled "Ancient 
Metrical Tales, printed chiefly from original sources, 1829." Mr Hartshorne 
gives no other authority for the present fragment, except the article in the 
Bibliographer, where it is entitled the Kyng and the Hermite. A short abstract of 
its contents will show its similarity to the meeting of King Richard and Friar 
Tuck. 


King Edward (we are not told which among the monarchs of that name, but, 
from his temper and habits, we may suppose Edward IV.) sets forth with his 
court to a gallant hunting-match in Sherwood Forest, in which, as is not unusual 
for princes in romance, he falls in with a deer of extraordinary size and swiftness, 
and pursues it closely, till he has outstripped his whole retinue, tired out hounds 
and horse, and finds himself alone under the gloom of an extensive forest, upon 
which night is descending. Under the apprehensions natural to a situation so 
uncomfortable, the king recollects that he has heard how poor men, when 
apprehensive of a bad nights lodging, pray to Saint Julian, who, in the Romish 
calendar, stands Quarter-Master-General to all forlorn travellers that render him 
due homage. Edward puts up his orisons accordingly, and by the guidance, 
doubtless, of the good Saint, reaches a small path, conducting him to a chapel in 
the forest, having a hermit's cell in its close vicinity. The King hears the reverend 
man, with a companion of his solitude, telling his beads within, and meekly 
requests of him quarters for the night. "I have no accommodation for such a lord 
as ye be," said the Hermit. "I live here in the wilderness upon roots and rinds, 
and may not receive into my dwelling even the poorest wretch that lives, unless 


Thesaurus 
forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, following, suite, cortege, escort, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, tamely, compliantly, obediently, company, equipage; (n, v) train, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, docilely, peacefully, lowly, modestly, attendance; (v) attendants. 
cheerless, wretched, abject. placidly, kindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, haughtily, harshly, wildly, celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
fine. arrogantly, assertively, brashly. promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, monarchs: (n) royals, royalty. dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
courageous, chivalrous, bold, manly, periodical: (n) journal, magazine, clumsiness. 
heroic, dashing, courteous, fine. newspaper, review, organ, wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, rude, publication, book; (adj) intermittent, reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
selfish. cyclic, recurrent, annual. object of compassion, poor devil, 


hears: (v) hear. retinue: (n) court, entourage, prey, wreak. 
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it were to save his life." The King enquires the way to the next town, and, 
understanding it is by a road which he cannot find without difficulty, even if he 
had daylight to befriend him, he declares, that with or without the Hermit's 
consent, he is determined to be his guest that night. He is admitted accordingly, 
not without a hint from the Recluse, that were he himself out of his priestly 
weeds, he would care little for his threats of using violence, and that he gives 
way to him not out of intimidation, but simply to avoid scandal. 


The King is admitted into the cell -- two bundles of straw are shaken down 
for his accommodation, and he comforts himself that he is now under shelter, 
and that 


"A night will soon be gone." 


Other wants, however, arise. The guest becomes clamorous for supper, 
observing, 


For certainly, as I you say, 
I ne had never so sorry a day, 
That I ne had a merry night. 


But this indication of his taste for good cheer, joined to the annunciation of 
his being a follower of the Court, who had lost himself at the great hunting- 
match, cannot induce the niggard Hermit to produce better fare than bread and 
cheese, for which his guest showed little appetite; and "thin drink," which was 
even less acceptable. At length the King presses his host on a point to which he 
had more than once alluded, without obtaining a satisfactory reply: 


Then said the King, “by God's grace, 

Thou wert in a merry place, 

To shoot should thou here 

When the foresters go to rest, 

Sometyme thou might have of the best, 

All of the wild deer; I wold hold it for no scathe, 
Though thou hadst bow and arrows baith, 


Thesaurus 

annunciation: (n) enunciation, clamant, importunate. ANTONYM: religious, theocratic, ecclesiastical; 
promulgation, proclamation, (adj) tranquil. (adv) divinely, hieratically, 
declaration, Lady Day, Annunciation comforts: (n) amenities, bread and theocratically. ANTONYM: (adj) 
Day. butter, convenience, conveniences. secular. 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, niggard: (n) churl, skinflint, tightwad, scathe: (adj, n, v) damage; (n) 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, scrooge, hunks, screw, scrimp, impairment, detriment, injury, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; (n) curmudgeon; (adj, n) miser; (adj) disfigurement, defacement; (adj, n) 
take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) shun, niggardly, stingy. hurt; (adj) injure, impair, labefy, 
ignore, neglect, reject. obtaining: (n) acceptance, capture, scath. 

clamorous: (adj) noisy, blatant, loud, collection; (adj) adeption, dominant. wold: (n) pampas, basin, common, 
boisterous, insistent, exigent, urgent, priestly: (adj) ministerial, hieratic, desert, heath, wild, savanna, steppe, 


obstreperous, strident; (adj, v) sacerdotal, priestlike, hieratical, waste, weary waste, downs. 
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Althoff thou best a Frere.” 


The Hermit, in return, expresses his apprehension that his guest means to 
drag him into some confession of offence against the forest laws, which, being 
betrayed to the King, might cost him his life. Edward answers by fresh 
assurances of secrecy, and again urges on him the necessity of procuring some 
venison. The Hermit replies, by once more insisting on the duties incumbent 
upon him as a churchman, and continues to affirm himself free from all such 
breaches of order: 


"Many day I have here been, And flesh-meat I eat never, But milk of the kye; 
Warm thee well, and go to sleep, And I will lap thee with my cope, Softly to lye." 


It would seem that the manuscript is here imperfect, for we do not find the 
reasons which finally induce the curtal Friar to amend the King's cheer. But 
acknowledging his guest to be such a "good fellow" as has seldom graced his 
board, the holy man at length produces the best his cell affords. Two candles are 
placed on a table, white bread and baked pasties are displayed by the light, 
besides choice of venison, both salt and fresh, from which they select collops. "I 
might have eaten my bread dry," said the King, "had I not pressed thee on the 
score of archery, but now have I dined like a prince--if we had but drink enow." 


This too is afforded by the hospitable anchorite, who dispatches an assistant 
to fetch a pot of four gallons from a secret corner near his bed, and the whole 
three set in to serious drinking. This amusement is superintended by the Friar, 
according to the recurrence of certain fustian words, to be repeated by every 
compotator in turn before he drank--a species of High Jinks, as it were, by which 
they regulated their potations, as toasts were given in latter times. The one toper 
says "fusty bandias", to which the other is obliged to reply, "strike pantnere", and 
the Friar passes many jests on the King's want of memory, who sometimes 
forgets the words of action. The night is spent in this jolly pastime. Before his 
departure in the morning, the King invites his reverend host to Court, promises, 
at least, to requite his hospitality, and expresses himself much pleased with his 
entertainment. The jolly Hermit at length agrees to venture thither, and to 


Thesaurus 
according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, churchman: (n) clergyman, return, refund. 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, ecclesiastic, chaplain, parson, pastor, thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
conformable, consistent, minister, priest, cleric, clergy, rector, point, in that respect, at that place, in 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) hierophant. that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
correspondingly, accordingly. fustian: (adj, n) rant, jargon; (adj) remoter, succeeding, more distant. 
acknowledging: (n) agreement; (adj) bombastic, inflated, pompous, toper: (n, v) drunkard, sot; (n) drinker, 
responsive, affirmative. grandiloquent, highfalutin, prose run tippler, carouser, guzzler, bibber, 
anchorite: (n) hermit, recluse, monk, mad; (n) claptrap, blah, grandiosity. bacchant, imbiber, winebibber, 
eremite, troglodyte, nun, procuring: (v) procure. tosspot. 
Augustinian. requite: (adj, v) pay, gratify, satisfy; (v) venison: (adj) turtle; (n) beef, chicken, 
archery: (n) rifle shooting, athletics, recompense, reciprocate, compensate, ham, lamb, mutton, pork, red meat, 


projectiles, ballistics. reward, remunerate, reimburse, animal protein, white meat. 
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enquire for Jack Fletcher, which is the name assumed by the King. After the 
Hermit has shown Edward some feats of archery, the joyous pair separate. The 
King rides home, and rejoins his retinue. As the romance is imperfect, we are not 
acquainted how the discovery takes place; but it is probably much in the same 
manner as in other narratives turning on the same subject, where the host, 
apprehensive of death for having trespassed on the respect due to his Sovereign, 
while incognito, is agreeably surprised by receiving honours and reward. 


In Mr Hartshorne's collection, there is a romance on the same foundation, 
called King Edward and the Shepherd,which, considered as illustrating manners, 
is still more curious than the King and the Hermit; but it is foreign to the present 
purpose. The reader has here the original legend from which the incident in the 
romance is derived; and the identifying the irregular Eremite with the Friar Tuck 
of Robin Hood's story, was an obvious expedient. 


The name of Ivanhoe was suggested by an old rhyme. All novelists have had 
occasion at some time or other to wish with Falstaff, that they knew where a 
commodity of good names was to be had. On such an occasion the author 
chanced to call to memory a rhyme recording three names of the manors 
forfeited by the ancestor of the celebrated Hampden, for striking the Black 
Prince a blow with his racket, when they quarrelled at tennis: 


"Tring, Wing, and Ivanhoe, For striking of a blow, Hampden did forego, And 
glad he could escape so." 


The word suited the author's purpose in two material respects, --for, first, it 
had an ancient English sound; and secondly, it conveyed no indication whatever 
of the nature of the story. He presumes to hold this last quality to be of no small 
importance. What is called a taking title, serves the direct interest of the 
bookseller or publisher, who by this means sometimes sells an edition while it is 
yet passing the press. But if the author permits an over degree of attention to be 
drawn to his work ere it has appeared, he places himself in the embarrassing 
condition of having excited a degree of expectation which, if he proves unable to 
satisfy, is an error fatal to his literary reputation. Besides, when we meet such a 
title as the Gunpowder Plot, or any other connected with general history, each 


Thesaurus 
agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, pleasantly, question, inquiring, enquiringly, resign, forgo, precede, relinquish, 
sympathetically, pleasingly, suitably, investigate, inquire, enquiring, spare. 
well, melodically, accordingly, inquiringly, intercommunicate. forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
affably, genially; (adv, v) happily. expedient: (adj) fit, advisable, disfranchised, confiscated, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, becoming, desirable, adequate, apt, appropriated, condemned. 
incongruously, uncooperatively, convenient, suitable; (n) contrivance, joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, resource, artifice. ANTONYMS: (adj) jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
harshly. inappropriate, inexpedient, cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bookseller: (n) bookshop, bookstore, impractical, futile, detrimental, despairing, joyless, miserable. 
owner, proprietor, publisher. inconvenient, foolish. rhyme: (n) poetry, verse, poem, song, 
conveyed: (v) borne, sent. forego: (v) disclaim, antedate, alliteration, numbers, rhythm; (n, v) 


enquire: (v) ask, consult, query, renounce, antecede, waive, abandon, rime, measure; (v) poetize, versify. 
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reader, before he has seen the book, has formed to himself some particular idea 
of the sort of manner in which the story is to be conducted, and the nature of the 
amusement which he is to derive from it. In this he is probably disappointed, 
and in that case may be naturally disposed to visit upon the author or the work, 
the unpleasant feelings thus excited. In such a case the literary adventurer is 
censured, not for having missed the mark at which he himself aimed, but for not 
having shot off his shaft in a direction he never thought of. 


On the footing of unreserved communication which the Author has 
established with the reader, he may here add the trifling circumstance, that a roll 
of Norman warriors, occurring in the Auchinleck Manuscript, gave him the 
formidable name of Front-de-Boeuf. 


Ivanhoe was highly successful upon its appearance, and may be said to have 
procured for its author the freedom of the Rules, since he has ever since been 
permitted to exercise his powers of fictitious composition in England, as well as 
Scotland. 


The character of the fair Jewess found so much favour in the eyes of some fair 
readers, that the writer was censured, because, when arranging the fates of the 
characters of the drama, he had not assigned the hand of Wilfred to Rebecca, 
rather than the less interesting Rowena. But, not to mention that the prejudices 
of the age rendered such an union almost impossible, the author may, in passing, 
observe, that he thinks a character of a highly virtuous and lofty stamp, is 
degraded rather than exalted by an attempt to reward virtue with temporal 
prosperity. Such is not the recompense which Providence has deemed worthy of 
suffering merit, and it is a dangerous and fatal doctrine to teach young persons, 
the most common readers of romance, that rectitude of conduct and of principle 
are either naturally allied with, or adequately rewarded by, the gratification of 
our passions, or attainment of our wishes. In a word, if a virtuous and self- 
denied character is dismissed with temporal wealth, greatness, rank, or the 
indulgence of such a rashly formed or ill assorted passion as that of Rebecca for 
Ivanhoe, the reader will be apt to say, verily Virtue has had its reward. But a 
glance on the great picture of life will show, that the duties of self-denial, and the 


Thesaurus 


censured: (adj) guilty, appropriated. 

rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong; 
(adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, 
impetuously, imprudently, 
carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
cautiously, deliberately, patiently. 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 


indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty. 

rectitude: (adj, n) justice, honesty, 
equity; (n) integrity, veracity, virtue, 
uprightness, morality, purity, 
propriety; (adj) fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) immorality, 
incorrectness, wickedness. 

self-denial: (n) renunciation, 
abstinence, austerity, restraint, 


temperance. 

unreserved: (adj) open, unqualified, 
candid, unconditional, sincere, 
complete, expansive, absolute, total, 
outgoing, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) qualified, reserved, uncertain, 
unenthusiastic, shy, rather, partial, 
inhibited, restrained. 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, in 
reality, genuinely, quitely, actually, 
selfly, truely, identically, exactly; 
(adv, int) in truth. 
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sacrifice of passion to principle, are seldom thus remunerated; and that the 
internal consciousness of their high-minded discharge of duty, produces on their 
own reflections a more adequate recompense, in the form of that peace which the 
world cannot give or take away. 


Abbotsford, 1st September, 1830. 


DEDICATORY EPISTLE 
TO 
THE REV. DR DRYASDUST, F.A.S. 


Residing in the Castle-Gate, York. 
Much esteemed and dear Sir, 


It is scarcely necessary to mention the various and concurring reasons which 
induce me to place your name at the head of the following work. Yet the chief of 
these reasons may perhaps be refuted by the imperfections of the performance. 
Could I have hoped to render it worthy of your patronage, the public would at 
once have seen the propriety of inscribing a work designed to illustrate the 
domestic antiquities of England, and particularly of our Saxon forefathers, to the 
learned author of the Essays upon the Horn of King Ulphus, and on the Lands 
bestowed by him upon the patrimony of St Peter. Iam conscious, however, that 
the slight, unsatisfactory, and trivial manner, in which the result of my 
antiquarian researches has been recorded in the following pages, takes the work 
from under that class which bears the proud motto, "Detur digniori". On the 
contrary, I fear I shall incur the censure of presumption in placing the venerable 
name of Dr Jonas Dryasdust at the head of a publication, which the more grave 
antiquary will perhaps class with the idle novels and romances of the day. I am 
anxious to vindicate myself from such a charge; for although I might trust to 
your friendship for an apology in your eyes, yet I would not willingly stand 


Thesaurus 
antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. respected, honorable, noble, honored, ANTONYM: (adj) unpaid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, prestigious, important, distinguished, venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
new. August, respect. ANTONYM: (adj) estimable, August, respectable, aged, 
antiquary: (n) antiquarian, expert, disreputable. distinguished, sacred, worthy, of 
archaeologist, antiquist. forefathers: (n) patriarchs, forefather, long standing, revered. ANTONYMS: 
bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, ancestor, colony, lineage, family. (adj) unworthy, unimpressive, 
awarded, accurate. patrimony: (n) birthright, inheritance, undignified, disreputable. 
concurring: (v) concur; (adj) legacy, bequest, entail, estate, dower, vindicate: (adj, v) absolve, clear, 
congruent, simultaneous, in heirloom, heredity, hereditament, exonerate, exculpate; (v) excuse, 
agreement, cooperative, concordant, | endowment fund. acquit, defend, maintain, uphold, 
agreeable; (n) agreement. remunerated: (adj) compensated, assert, rationalize. ANTONYMS: (v) 


esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, salaried, compensable, stipendiary. punish, blame, accuse, condemn. 
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conviction in those of the public of so grave a crime, as my fears lead me to 
anticipate my being charged with. 


I must therefore remind you, that when we first talked over together that 
class of productions, in one of which the private and family affairs of your 
learned northern friend, Mr Oldbuck of Monkbarns, were so unjustifiably 
exposed to the public, some discussion occurred between us concerning the 
cause of the popularity these works have attained in this idle age, which, 
whatever other merit they possess, must be admitted to be hastily written, and in 
violation of every rule assigned to the epopeia. It seemed then to be your opinion, 
that the charm lay entirely in the art with which the unknown author had availed 
himself, like a second M'Pherson, of the antiquarian stores which lay scattered 
around him, supplying his own indolence or poverty of invention, by the 
incidents which had actually taken place in his country at no distant period, by 
introducing real characters, and scarcely suppressing real names. It was not 
above sixty or seventy years, you observed, since the whole north of Scotland 
was under a state of government nearly as simple and as patriarchal as those of 
our good allies the Mohawks and Iroquois. Admitting that the author cannot 
himself be supposed to have witnessed those times, he must have lived, you 
observed, among persons who had acted and suffered in them; and even within 
these thirty years, such an infinite change has taken place in the manners of 
Scotland, that men look back upon the habits of society proper to their 
immediate ancestors, as we do on those of the reign of Queen Anne, or even the 
period of the Revolution. Having thus materials of every kind lying strewed 
around him, there was little, you observed, to embarrass the author, but the 
difficulty of choice. It was no wonder, therefore, that, having begun to work a 
mine so plentiful, he should have derived from his works fully more credit and 
profit than the facility of his labours merited. 


Admitting (as I could not deny) the general truth of these conclusions, I 
cannot but think it strange that no attempt has been made to excite an interest for 
the traditions and manners of Old England, similiar to that which has been 
obtained in behalf of those of our poorer and less celebrated neighbours. The 


Thesaurus 
admitting: (adj) suscipient; (adv) pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, deserved. 
conditionally; (n) acknowledgment, tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen. patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
receipt, credence; (conj) although. indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 
embarrass: (v) baffle, bother, lethargy, inertia, inactivity, (adv) fatherly. 
confound, hinder, disconcert, block, listlessness, slowness, torpor, strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over. 
complicate, impede, discomfit; (adj, v) sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. suppressing: (n) reticence. 
bewilder, encumber. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (n) energy, unjustifiably: (adv) unforgivably, 
(v) comfort, please, soothe, relieve. nimbleness, activity, bustle, disproportionately, indefensibly, 
excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, liveliness, vigor. intolerably, out of all proportion, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, rouse, introducing: (n) introduction. overly, unpardonably, unduly, 
electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, v) merited: (adj) deserved, just, suitable, excessively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, rightful, right, due; (v) due to, richly excusably, understandably. 
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Kendal green, though its date is more ancient, ought surely to be as dear to our 
feelings, as the variegated tartans of the north. The name of Robin Hood, if duly 
conjured with, should raise a spirit as soon as that of Rob Roy; and the patriots of 
England deserve no less their renown in our modern circles, than the Bruces and 
Wallaces of Caledonia. If the scenery of the south be less romantic and sublime 
than that of the northern mountains, it must be allowed to possess in the same 
proportion superior softness and beauty; and upon the whole, we feel ourselves 
entitled to exclaim with the patriotic Syrian--"Are not Pharphar and Abana, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the rivers of Israel?" 


Your objections to such an attempt, my dear Doctor, were, you may 
remember, two-fold. You insisted upon the advantages which the Scotsman 
possessed, from the very recent existence of that state of society in which his 
scene was to be laid. Many now alive, you remarked, well remembered persons 
who had not only seen the celebrated Roy M'Gregor, but had feasted, and even 
fought with him. All those minute circumstances belonging to private life and 
domestic character, all that gives verisimilitude to a narrative, and individuality 
to the persons introduced, is still known and remembered in Scotland; whereas 
in England, civilisation has been so long complete, that our ideas of our ancestors 
are only to be gleaned from musty records and chronicles, the authors of which 
seem perversely to have conspired to suppress in their narratives all interesting 
details, in order to find room for flowers of monkish eloquence, or trite 
reflections upon morals. To match an English and a Scottish author in the rival 
task of embodying and reviving the traditions of their respective countries, 
would be, you alleged, in the highest degree unequal and unjust. The Scottish 
magician, you said, was, like Lucan's witch, at liberty to walk over the recent 
field of battle, and to select for the subject of resuscitation by his sorceries, a 
body whose limbs had recently quivered with existence, and whose throat had 
but just uttered the last note of agony. Such a subject even the powerful Erictho 
was compelled to select, as alone capable of being reanimated even by "her" 
potent magic-- 


Thesaurus 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily. reappearance. 

rhetoric, articulateness, expression,  reanimated: (adj) animated, alive. variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 

volubility, persuasiveness, articulacy, renown: (n, v) fame; (n) glory, varicolored, varicoloured, various, 

facundity, way with words. distinction, eminence, notoriety, piebald, speckled, assorted, different, 

ANTONYM: (n) inarticulateness. kudos, name, popularity, prestige, multicolored, pied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry prominence, honor. ANTONYMS: (n) uniform. 

out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, scream, infamy, commonness; (adj) verisimilitude: (n) probability, 

shout out, speak, vociferate. anonymity. likelihood, plausibility, similarity, 
monkish: (adj) clerical, nonindulgent. resuscitation: (n) revival, resurrection, expression, comparison, likeness, 
perversely: (adv) obstinately, resurgence, reanimation, reality, representation, resemblance, 

refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, revitalisation, revitalization, semblance. ANTONYM: (n) 


contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly, reviction, revivification, recovery, falseness. 
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--gelidas leto scrutata medullas, Pulmonis rigidi stantes sine vulnere fibras 
Invenit, et vocem defuncto in corpore quaerit. 


The English author, on the other hand, without supposing him less of a 
conjuror than the Northern Warlock, can, you observed, only have the liberty of 
selecting his subject amidst the dust of antiquity, where nothing was to be found 
but dry, sapless, mouldering, and disjointed bones, such as those which filled 
the valley of Jehoshaphat. You expressed, besides, your apprehension, that the 
unpatriotic prejudices of my countrymen would not allow fair play to such a 
work as that of which I endeavoured to demonstrate the probable success. And 
this, you said, was not entirely owing to the more general prejudice in favour of 
that which is foreign, but that it rested partly upon improbabilities, arising out of 
the circumstances in which the English reader is placed. If you describe to him a 
set of wild manners, and a state of primitive society existing in the Highlands of 
Scotland, he is much disposed to acquiesce in the truth of what is asserted. And 
reason good. If he be of the ordinary class of readers, he has either never seen 
those remote districts at all, or he has wandered through those desolate regions 
in the course of a summer tour, eating bad dinners, sleeping on truckle beds, 
stalking from desolation to desolation, and fully prepared to believe the strangest 
things that could be told him of a people, wild and extravagant enough to be 
attached to scenery so extraordinary. But the same worthy person, when placed 
in his own snug parlour, and surrounded by all the comforts of an Englishman's 
fireside, is not half so much disposed to believe that his own ancestors led a very 
different life from himself; that the shattered tower, which now forms a vista 
from his window, once held a baron who would have hung him up at his own 
door without any form of trial; that the hinds, by whom his little pet-farm is 
managed, a few centuries ago would have been his slaves; and that the complete 
influence of feudal tyranny once extended over the neighbouring village, where 
the attorney is now a man of more importance than the lord of the manor. 


While I own the force of these objections, I must confess, at the same time, 
that they do not appear to me to be altogether insurmountable. The scantiness 
of materials is indeed a formidable difficulty; but no one knows better than Dr 


Thesaurus 
acquiesce: (v) assent, accept, agree, disjointed: (adj) disconnected, (v) juiceless, strengthless. 
consent, acknowledge, yield, submit, confused, split, broken, dislocated, scantiness: (1) lack, insufficiency, 
concur, permit, surrender, defer. rambling, unconnected, disordered, exiguity, dearth, inadequacy, 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, fragmentary, discontinuous, deficiency, scantness, meagreness, 
dissent, protest, object, fight, muddled. ANTONYMS: (adj) jointed, poverty, want, shortage. ANTONYM: 
challenge, rebuff. united, affiliated, attached, (n) plethora. 
amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) connected, continuous. truckle: (v) toady, fawn, cringe, crawl, 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, into. leto: (n) Latona. grovel, blandish, creep, flatter, suck 
conjuror: (n) magician, seer, mouldering: (adj) moldering, up, kotow; (n) trundle. 
illusionist, prestidigitator, conjure becoming rotten, rotten, rotting. unpatriotic: (adj) misanthropic, 
man, jockey, performer, wizard, sapless: (adj) feeble, infirm, weakly, antisocial. ANTONYM: (adj) 


witch, trickster, necromancer. dry, decrepit, weak, faint, thirsty, flat; patriotic. 
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Dryasdust, that to those deeply read in antiquity, hints concerning the private 
life of our ancestors lie scattered through the pages of our various historians, 
bearing, indeed, a slender proportion to the other matters of which they treat, but 
still, when collected together, sufficient to throw considerable light upon the "vie 
prive" of our forefathers; indeed, I am convinced, that however I myself may fail 
in the ensuing attempt, yet, with more labour in collecting, or more skill in using, 
the materials within his reach, illustrated as they have been by the labours of Dr 
Henry, of the late Mr Strutt, and, above all, of Mr Sharon Turner, an abler hand 
would have been successful; and therefore I protest, beforehand, against any 
argument which may be founded on the failure of the present experiment. 


On the other hand, I have already said, that if any thing like a true picture of 
old English manners could be drawn, I would trust to the good-nature and good 
sense of my countrymen for insuring its favourable reception. 


Having thus replied, to the best of my power, to the first class of your 
objections, or at least having shown my resolution to overleap the barriers which 
your prudence has raised, I will be brief in noticing that which is more peculiar 
to myself. It seems to be your opinion, that the very office of an antiquary, 
employed in grave, and, as the vulgar will sometimes allege, in toilsome and 
minute research, must be considered as incapacitating him from successfully 
compounding a tale of this sort. But permit me to say, my dear Doctor, that this 
objection is rather formal than substantial. It is true, that such slight 
compositions might not suit the severer genius of our friend Mr Oldbuck. Yet 
Horace Walpole wrote a goblin tale which has thrilled through many a bosom; 
and George Ellis could transfer all the playful fascination of a humour, as 
delightful as it was uncommon, into his Abridgement of the Ancient Metrical 
Romances. So that, however I may have occasion to rue my present audacity, I 
have at least the most respectable precedents in my favour. 


Still the severer antiquary may think, that, by thus intermingling fiction with 
truth, I am polluting the well of history with modern inventions, and impressing 
upon the rising generation false ideas of the age which I describe. I cannot but in 


Thesaurus 


allege: (v) maintain, plead, say, affirm, 
argue, confirm, assert, aver, claim, 
certify, declare. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, contradict, disagree, dissent, 
object, protest, repudiate, contravene. 

audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 


respect, spinelessness, reticence. 

compounding: (n) combination, 
combining, blend, admixture, 
composition, mix, mixture, 
commixture, attachment, blending, 
combine. 

goblin: (n) fairy, gnome, phantom, 
apparition, brownie, monster, sprite, 
ghost, fiend, bogy, pixie. 

incapacitating: (adj) disabling, 
disqualifying. 

insuring: (adj) assuring; (v) assure. 


intermingling: (n) entangling, mlange, 
merger, combination. 

overleap: (v) neglect, vault, miss, omit, 
drop, hurdle, overjump, pretermit, 
overlook, overstep, leap. 

polluting: (n) contamination, 
pollution; (adj) polluted, infectious; 
(v) begrime. 

toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, difficult, 
strenuous, backbreaking, severe, 
heavy, painful, tough, grueling; (adj, 
v) wearisome. 
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some sense admit the force of this reasoning, which I yet hope to traverse by the 
following considerations. 


It is true, that I neither can, nor do pretend, to the observation of complete 
accuracy, even in matters of outward costume, much less in the more important 
points of language and manners. But the same motive which prevents my 
writing the dialogue of the piece in Anglo-Saxon or in Norman-French, and 
which prohibits my sending forth to the public this essay printed with the types 
of Caxton or Wynken de Worde, prevents my attempting to confine myself 
within the limits of the period in which my story is laid. It is necessary, for 
exciting interest of any kind, that the subject assumed should be, as it were, 
translated into the manners, as well as the language, of the age we live in. No 
fascination has ever been attached to Oriental literature, equal to that produced 
by Mr Galland's first translation of the Arabian Tales; in which, retaining on the 
one hand the splendour of Eastern costume, and on the other the wildness of 
Eastern fiction, he mixed these with just so much ordinary feeling and expression, 
as rendered them interesting and intelligible, while he abridged the long-winded 
narratives, curtailed the monotonous reflections, and rejected the endless 
repetitions of the Arabian original. The tales, therefore, though less purely 
Oriental than in their first concoction, were eminently better fitted for the 
European market, and obtained an unrivalled degree of public favour, which 
they certainly would never have gained had not the manners and style been in 
some degree familiarized to the feelings and habits of the western reader. 


In point of justice, therefore, to the multitudes who will, I trust, devour this 
book with avidity, I have so far explained our ancient manners in modern 
language, and so far detailed the characters and sentiments of my persons, that 
the modern reader will not find himself, I should hope, much trammelled by the 
repulsive dryness of mere antiquity. In this, I respectfully contend, I have in no 
respect exceeded the fair license due to the author of a fictitious composition. 
The late ingenious Mr Strutt, in his romance of Queen-Hoo-Hallacted upon 
another principle; and in distinguishing between what was ancient and modern, 
forgot, as it appears to me, that extensive neutral ground, the large proportion, 


Thesaurus 
batter, medley, assortment, 
confection, fabrication; (n, v) 
digestion. 


abridged: (adj) abbreviated, 
condensed, concise, capsule, 
compendious, abbreviate, truncated, 


wordy, garrulous, loquacious, 
redundant, talkative, verbose, 
diffuse, long, ponderous, gabby. 


reduced, pocket, incomplete; (v) 
abrege. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabridged. 

avidity: (adj, n) greed, greediness; (n) 
eagerness, ardor, covetousness, lust, 
desire, enthusiasm, rapacity, 
cupidity, avidness. 

concoction: (n) mixture, admixture, 
commixture, mix, combination, 


devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, 
guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, 


gobble, use up, absorb. ANTONYMS: 


(v) avoid, abstain, regurgitate, nibble, 
fast, sip. 

familiarized: (adj) adjusted, familiar, 
used to, oriented, orientated, 
accustomed. 

long-winded: (adj) interminable, 


repetitions: (n) iteration, reiteration, 
iterance. 

wildness: (1) fierceness, ferocity, 
savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) wilderness; 
(n, v) waste. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tameness, order, meekness, 
gentleness, caution, orderliness. 
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that is, of manners and sentiments which are common to us and to our ancestors, 
having been handed down unaltered from them to us, or which, arising out of 
the principles of our common nature, must have existed alike in either state of 
society. In this manner, a man of talent, and of great antiquarian erudition, 
limited the popularity of his work, by excluding from it every thing which was 
not sufficiently obsolete to be altogether forgotten and unintelligible. 


The license which I would here vindicate, is so necessary to the execution of 
my plan, that I will crave your patience while I illustrate my argument a little 
farther. 


He who first opens Chaucer, or any other ancient poet, is so much struck 
with the obsolete spelling, multiplied consonants, and antiquated appearance of 
the language, that he is apt to lay the work down in despair, as encrusted too 
deep with the rust of antiquity, to permit his judging of its merits or tasting its 
beauties. But if some intelligent and accomplished friend points out to him, that 
the difficulties by which he is startled are more in appearance than reality, if, by 
reading aloud to him, or by reducing the ordinary words to the modern 
orthography, he satisfies his proselyte that only about one-tenth part of the 
words employed are in fact obsolete, the novice may be easily persuaded to 
approach the "well of English undefiled," with the certainty that a slender degree 
of patience will enable him to to enjoy both the humour and the pathos with 
which old Geoffrey delighted the age of Cressy and of Poictiers. 


To pursue this a little farther. If our neophyte, strong in the new-born love of 
antiquity, were to undertake to imitate what he had learnt to admire, it must be 
allowed he would act very injudiciously, if he were to select from the Glossary 
the obsolete words which it contains, and employ those exclusively of all phrases 
and vocables retained in modern days. This was the error of the unfortunate 
Chatterton. In order to give his language the appearance of antiquity, he rejected 
every word that was modern, and produced a dialect entirely different from any 
that had ever been spoken in Great Britain. He who would imitate an ancient 
language with success, must attend rather to its grammatical character, turn of 
expression, and mode of arrangement, than labour to collect extraordinary and 


Thesaurus 
crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, learnedness, culture, lore, novice, apprentice, catechumen, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, eruditeness; (n, v) knowledge; (adj, n) newcomer, fledgeling, convert. 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) wisdom. ANTONYM: (n) simplicity. orthography: (n) spelling, ideography, 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, injudiciously: (adv) imprudently, boustrophedon, cuneiform, 
grant. thoughtlessly, unwisely, rashly, hieroglyph, hieroglyphic, writing, 
encrusted: (adj) crusted, crustlike, carelessly, hastily, incautiously, writing system, syllabic, syllabary, 
covered, smudged, dirty, filthy, stupidly, impetuously, recklessly, scriptural. 
peeling, grubby, soiled, flaking, unadvisedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) proselyte: (n, v) convert; (n) disciple, 
curmudgeonly. ANTONYM: (adj) cautiously, sensibly, prudently, follower, apostle, believer, neophyte, 
smooth. discreetly, carefully. novice, recruit, layman; (v) 
erudition: (n) education, scholarship, neophyte: (n) recruit, freshman, proselytize, persuade. 


letters, edification, reading, greenhorn, beginner, fledgling, sentiments: (n) breast. 
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antiquated terms, which, as I have already averred, do not in ancient authors 
approach the number of words still in use, though perhaps somewhat altered in 
sense and spelling, in the proportion of one to ten. 


What I have applied to language, is still more justly applicable to sentiments 
and manners. The passions, the sources from which these must spring in all their 
modifications, are generally the same in all ranks and conditions, all countries 
and ages; and it follows, as a matter of course, that the opinions, habits of 
thinking, and actions, however influenced by the peculiar state of society, must 
still, upon the whole, bear a strong resemblance to each other. Our ancestors 
were not more distinct from us, surely, than Jews are from Christians; they had 
"eyes, hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions;" were "fed with 
the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, 
warmed and cooled by the same winter and summer," as ourselves. The tenor, 
therefore, of their affections and feelings, must have borne the same general 
proportion to our own. 


It follows, therefore, that of the materials which an author has to use in a 
romance, or fictitious composition, such as I have ventured to attempt, he will 
find that a great proportion, both of language and manners, is as proper to the 
present time as to those in which he has laid his time of action. The freedom of 
choice which this allows him, is therefore much greater, and the difficulty of his 
task much more diminished, than at first appears. To take an illustration from a 
sister art, the antiquarian details may be said to represent the peculiar features of 
a landscape under delineation of the pencil. His feudal tower must arise in due 
majesty; the figures which he introduces must have the costume and character of 
their age; the piece must represent the peculiar features of the scene which he has 
chosen for his subject, with all its appropriate elevation of rock, or precipitate 
descent of cataract. His general colouring, too, must be copied from Nature: The 
sky must be clouded or serene, according to the climate, and the general tints 
must be those which prevail in a natural landscape. So far the painter is bound 
down by the rules of his art, to a precise imitation of the features of Nature; but it 
is not required that he should descend to copy all her more minute features, or 


Thesaurus 
affections: (n) bosom. clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) gloomy, fictional, counterfeit, artificial, fake, 
antiquated: (adj) old, aged, dark, overcast, obscure, blurred, fabulous, sham, fabricated, fanciful, 
antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; (v) apocryphal. ANTONYMS: (adj) true, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) honest, historical, factual. 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. clear. precipitate: (adj, n) hasty; (adj, n, v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, cooled: (adj) refrigerated, frozen; (n) deposit; (adj) impetuous, headlong, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, cooler. sudden, immediate, instant, 
recent, current. delineation: (n) portrayal, description, precipitant; (n, v) accelerate, expedite; 
cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, picture, definition, drawing, design, (v) hurry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, outline, diagram, plan, sketch, overdue, cautious, protracted; (v) 


blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; illustration. ANTONYM: (n) unity. retard. 
(v) pour. fictitious: (adj) bogus, assumed, warmed: (adj) warmer, warm, baked. 
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represent with absolute exactness the very herbs, flowers, and trees, with which 
the spot is decorated. These, as well as all the more minute points of light and 
shadow, are attributes proper to scenery in general, natural to each situation, and 
subject to the artist's disposal, as his taste or pleasure may dictate. 


It is true, that this license is confined in either case within legitimate bounds. 
The painter must introduce no ornament inconsistent with the climate or country 
of his landscape; he must not plant cypress trees upon Inch-Merrin, or Scottish 
firs among the ruins of Persepolis; and the author lies under a corresponding 
restraint. However far he may venture in a more full detail of passions and 
feelings, than is to be found in the ancient compositions which he imitates, he 
must introduce nothing inconsistent with the manners of the age; his knights, 
squires, grooms, and yeomen, may be more fully drawn than in the hard, dry 
delineations of an ancient illuminated manuscript, but the character and costume 
of the age must remain inviolate; they must be the same figures, drawn by a 
better pencil, or, to speak more modestly, executed in an age when the principles 
of art were better understood. His language must not be exclusively obsolete 
and unintelligible; but he should admit, if possible, no word or turn of 
phraseology betraying an origin directly modern. It is one thing to make use of 
the language and sentiments which are common to ourselves and our forefathers, 
and it is another to invest them with the sentiments and dialect exclusively 
proper to their descendants. 


This, my dear friend, I have found the most difficult part of my task; and, to 
speak frankly, I hardly expect to satisfy your less partial judgment, and more 
extensive knowledge of such subjects, since I have hardly been able to please my 
own. 


I am conscious that I shall be found still more faulty in the tone of keeping 
and costume, by those who may be disposed rigidly to examine my Tale, with 
reference to the manners of the exact period in which my actors flourished: It 
may be, that I have introduced little which can positively be termed modern; but, 
on the other hand, it is extremely probable that I may have confused the manners 
of two or three centuries, and introduced, during the reign of Richard the First, 


Thesaurus 
betraying: (adj) treacherous, revealing, incorrectness. phraseology: (n) language, expression, 
Judas. executed: (adj) finished, fulfilled, phrasing, wording, idiom, 
cypress: (n) cyprus, wood, cypresses, complete. vernacular, dialect, choice of words, 


juniper, sequoia, sandarac, cypress 
tree; (adj) deep mourning, willow, 
mourning, cypress green. 
exactness: (n) correctness, accuracy, 
exactitude, truth, rigor, trueness, 


inviolate: (adj, v) intact; (adj) sacred, 
sacrosanct, whole, entire, pure; (v) in 
petto, clandestine, auricular, close, 
privy. 

ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 


terminology, locution; (n, v) style. 
unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 


accurateness, fidelity, punctuality, 
veracity, strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inexactness, fuzziness, inaccuracy, 
negligence, inexactitude, 


embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip. 


indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious. 
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circumstances appropriated to a period either considerably earlier, or a good 
deal later than that era. It is my comfort, that errors of this kind will escape the 
general class of readers, and that I may share in the ill-deserved applause of 
those architects, who, in their modern Gothic, do not hesitate to introduce, 
without rule or method, ornaments proper to different styles and to different 
periods of the art. Those whose extensive researches have given them the means 
of judging my backslidings with more severity, will probably be lenient in 
proportion to their knowledge of the difficulty of my task. My honest and 
neglected friend, Ingulphus, has furnished me with many a valuable hint; but the 
light afforded by the Monk of Croydon, and Geoffrey de Vinsauff, is dimmed by 
such a conglomeration of uninteresting and unintelligible matter, that we gladly 
fly for relief to the delightful pages of the gallant Froissart, although he 
flourished at a period so much more remote from the date of my history. If, 
therefore, my dear friend, you have generosity enough to pardon the 
presumptuous attempt, to frame for myself a minstrel coronet, partly out of the 
pearls of pure antiquity, and partly from the Bristol stones and paste, with which 
I have endeavoured to imitate them, I am convinced your opinion of the 
difficulty of the task will reconcile you to the imperfect manner of its execution. 


Of my materials I have but little to say. They may be chiefly found in the 
singular Anglo-Norman MS., which Sir Arthur Wardour preserves with such 
jealous care in the third drawer of his oaken cabinet, scarcely allowing any one to 
touch it, and being himself not able to read one syllable of its contents. I should 
never have got his consent, on my visit to Scotland, to read in those precious 
pages for so many hours, had I not promised to designate it by some emphatic 
mode of printing, as {The Wardour Manuscript}; giving it, thereby, an 
individuality as important as the Bannatyne MS., the Auchinleck MS., and any 
other monument of the patience of a Gothic scrivener. I have sent, for your 
private consideration, a list of the contents of this curious piece, which I shall 
perhaps subjoin, with your approbation, to the third volume of my Tale, in case 
the printer's devil should continue impatient for copy, when the whole of my 
narrative has been imposed. 


Thesaurus 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) snood, necklace, circlet, wreath, audacious, forward, assuming, 
applause, agreement, approval, diadem, cap of maintenance, laurel, insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, ribbon. familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n) 
admiration, permission, appreciation, dimmed: (adj) wan, soft, blurred, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
favor. ANTONYMS: (n) vague, faint, dull, bleak, black, dense. shy, timid, humble, modest. 
condemnation, disapproval, minstrel: (n) singer, musician, scrivener: (n) penman, copyist, notary, 
criticism. troubadour, artiste, folk singer, notary public, scribbler, transcriber, 

conglomeration: (n) conglomerate, middleman, interlocutor, vocalist, Augustin Eugene scribe, journalist; 
congeries, sum, agglomeration, poet, corner man; (v) sing. (v) amanuensis, writer, secretary. 
aggregation, accumulation, mass, oaken: (adj) woody. subjoin: (v) annex, affix, append, add, 
pile, medley, collection, ball. pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery. attach, eke, superpose, augment, 


coronet: (n) corona, chaplet, tiara, presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, connect, join, tack on. 
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Adieu, my dear friend; I have said enough to explain, if not to vindicate, the 
attempt which I have made, and which, in spite of your doubts, and my own 
incapacity, I am still willing to believe has not been altogether made in vain. 


I hope you are now well recovered from your spring fit of the gout, and shall 
be happy if the advice of your learned physician should recommend a tour to 
these parts. Several curiosities have been lately dug up near the wall, as well as 
at the ancient station of Habitancum. Talking of the latter, I suppose you have 
long since heard the news, that a sulky churlish boor has destroyed the ancient 
statue, or rather bas-relief, popularly called Robin of Redesdale. It seems Robin's 
fame attracted more visitants than was consistent with the growth of the heather, 
upon a moor worth a shilling an acre. Reverend as you write yourself, be 
revengeful for once, and pray with me that he may be visited with such a fit of 
the stone, as if he had all the fragments of poor Robin in that region of his viscera 
where the disease holds its seat. Tell this not in Gath, lest the Scots rejoice that 
they have at length found a parallel instance among their neighbours, to that 
barbarous deed which demolished Arthur's Oven. But there is no end to 
lamentation, when we betake ourselves to such subjects. My respectful 
compliments attend Miss Dryasdust; I endeavoured to match the spectacles 
agreeable to her commission, during my late journey to London, and hope she 
has received them safe, and found them satisfactory. I send this by the blind 
carrier, so that probably it may be some time upon its journey. 


The last news which I hear from Edinburgh is, that the gentleman who fills the 
situation of Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, is the best 
amateur draftsman in that kingdom, and that much is expected from his skill 
and zeal in delineating those specimens of national antiquity, which are either 
mouldering under the slow touch of time, or swept away by modern taste, with 
the same besom of destruction which John Knox used at the Reformation. Once 
more adieu; "vale tandem, non immemor mei". Believe me to be, 


Reverend, and very dear Sir, 
Your most faithful humble Servant. 
Laurence Templeton. 


Thesaurus 
adieu: (int, n) farewell; (n) vale, countryman, clown, barbarian, tike, mourning, plaint, regret, complaint, 
valediction, goodbye, leave, cheerio, tyke, rustic, lout, Boer. ANTONYMS: cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. 
adios, bye, so long, parting; (inf) bon (n) intellectual, smoothy. ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 
voyage. ANTONYM: (n) greeting. draftsman: (n) draughtsman, artist, revengeful: (adj) vengeful, vindictive, 
bas-relief: (n) bass-relief. drawer, cartoonist, architect, planner, punitive, unforgiving, vindicative, 
besom: (n, v) broom; (n) brush; (v) builder, driver, creative person, resentful, despiteful, spiteful, 
sieve, screen, shovel, rake, filter, draftsperson. implacable, rancorous, vengeable. 
mop, riddle. gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; ANTONYM: (adj) charitable. 
betake: (v) wend, apply, address, (v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, viscera: (n) innards, intestines, bowels, 
accost, get, obtain, refer, acquire, aim, odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, guts, insides, womb, internal organs, 
beget, attach. sciatica. gut; (adj, n) the bowels; (adj) internal, 


boor: (n) yokel, Goth, peasant, lamentation: (n) dirge, grief, inward. 
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Toppingwold, near Egremont, Cumberland, Nov. 17, 1817. 


IVANHOE 


Thesaurus 

near: (adj, adv, v) close, at hand; (adv, 

prep) by, around, towards; (adj, v) 

familiar, adjoining, approximate; (adj, 

adv, prep) about; (adj, adv) almost; 

(adj) imminent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

distant, far, further, actual, exact; (v) 

leave. 
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CHAPTER I 


Thus communed these; while to their lowly dome, 
The full-fed swine return'd with evening home; 
Compell'd, reluctant, to the several sties, 
With din obstreperous, and ungrateful cries. 
Pope's Odyssey 


In that pleasant district of merry England which is watered by the river Don, 
there extended in ancient times a large forest, covering the greater part of the 
beautiful hills and valleys which lie between Sheffield and the pleasant town of 
Doncaster. The remains of this extensive wood are still to be seen at the noble 
seats of Wentworth, of Warncliffe Park, and around Rotherham. Here haunted 
of yore the fabulous Dragon of Wantley; here were fought many of the most 
desperate battles during the Civil Wars of the Roses; and here also flourished in 
ancient times those bands of gallant outlaws, whose deeds have been rendered 
so popular in English song. 

Such being our chief scene, the date of our story refers to a period towards 
the end of the reign of Richard I., when his return from his long captivity had 
become an event rather wished than hoped for by his despairing subjects, who 
were in the meantime subjected to every species of subordinate oppression. The 
nobles, whose power had become exorbitant during the reign of Stephen, and 
whom the prudence of Henry the Second had scarce reduced to some degree of 
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despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 
despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful. 

exorbitant: (adj) unreasonable, 
immoderate, steep, unconscionable, 
inordinate, extravagant, outrageous, 
enormous, extortionate, extreme, 
high. ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 


inexpensive, moderate, modest, 
sensible, fair. 

lowly: (adj) base, lower, low, inferior, 
baseborn; (adv) meekly, meanly, 
modestly, poorly, softly, humbly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) noble, privileged, 
high, aristocratic, refined, exalted, 
comfortable. 

obstreperous: (adj) noisy, boisterous, 
blatant, clamorous, defiant, 
disobedient, disorderly, unruly, 
vociferous, tumultuous, turbulent. 


ungrateful: (adj) unmindful, 
unthankful, unappreciative, 
unnatural, ingrate, unpleasant, 
distasteful, displeasing, unkind, 
disagreeable, not kind. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) grateful, thankful, appreciative. 

watered: (adj) irriguous, dewy, 
watermarked, moist. 

yore: (n) past, history, past times, 
yesteryear, old times, auld langsyne, 
time out of mind, time immemorial, 
the good old days, past tense. 
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subjection to the crown, had now resumed their ancient license in its utmost 
extent; despising the feeble interference of the English Council of State, 
fortifying their castles, increasing the number of their dependants, reducing all 
around them to a state of vassalage, and striving by every means in their power, 
to place themselves each at the head of such forces as might enable him to make 
a figure in the national convulsions which appeared to be impending. 


The situation of the inferior gentry, or Franklins, as they were called, who, by 
the law and spirit of the English constitution, were entitled to hold themselves 
independent of feudal tyranny, became now unusually precarious. If, as was 
most generally the case, they placed themselves under the protection of any of 
the petty kings in their vicinity, accepted of feudal offices in his household, or 
bound themselves by mutual treaties of alliance and protection, to support him 
in his enterprises, they might indeed purchase temporary repose; but it must be 
with the sacrifice of that independence which was so dear to every English 
bosom, and at the certain hazard of being involved as a party in whatever rash 
expedition the ambition of their protector might lead him to undertake. On the 
other hand, such and so multiplied were the means of vexation and oppression 
possessed by the great Barons, that they never wanted the pretext, and seldom 
the will, to harass and pursue, even to the very edge of destruction, any of their 
less powerful neighbours, who attempted to separate themselves from their 
authority, and to trust for their protection, during the dangers of the times, to 
their own inoffensive conduct, and to the laws of the land. 


A circumstance which greatly tended to enhance the tyranny of the nobility, 
and the sufferings of the inferior classes, arose from the consequences of the 
Conquest by Duke William of Normandy. Four generations had not sufficed to 
blend the hostile blood of the Normans and Anglo-Saxons, or to unite, by 
common language and mutual interests, two hostile races, one of which still felt 
the elation of triumph, while the other groaned under all the consequences of 
defeat. The power had been completely placed in the hands of the Norman 
nobility, by the event of the battle of Hastings, and it had been used, as our 
histories assure us, with no moderate hand. The whole race of Saxon princes and 


Thesaurus 
convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, encourage, praise, comfort. subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth. inoffensive: (adj, n) harmless, captivity, bondage, confinement, 
despising: (n) despisal, contempt, innocent; (adj) innocuous, innoxious, servitude, dependence, enslavement, 
despisement; (adj) disdainful. safe, unoffending, euphemistic, slavery, repression, subjugation. 
fortifying: (adj) fortify, healthy, hurtless, pleasant, gentle, tame. vassalage: (n) servitude, captivity, 
hopeful, cold, invigorating, ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, unsavory, serfhood, serfdom, villenage, 
stimulating, revitalizing, refreshing, unpleasant, harmful, dysphemistic, bondage, subjection, dependence, 
bracing, restorative, brisk. malicious, exciting. enslavement, inthrallment, manrent. 
harass: (n, v) distress, annoy; (v) pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, color, vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, nuisance; 
plague, fret, beset, tease, pester, pretence, mask, plea, guise, sham, (n) irritation, worry, aggravation, 
disturb; (adj, v) molest, worry, tire. appearance; (n, v) excuse, cloak. displeasure, chagrin, chafe, anger, 


ANTONYMS: (v) defend, delight, races: (n) racing, athletics. frustration, botheration. 
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nobles had been extirpated or disinherited, with few or no exceptions; nor were 
the numbers great who possessed land in the country of their fathers, even as 
proprietors of the second, or of yet inferior classes. The royal policy had long 
been to weaken, by every means, legal or illegal, the strength of a part of the 
population which was justly considered as nourishing the most inveterate 
antipathy to their victor. All the monarchs of the Norman race had shown the 
most marked predilection for their Norman subjects; the laws of the chase, and 
many others equally unknown to the milder and more free spirit of the Saxon 
constitution, had been fixed upon the necks of the subjugated inhabitants, to add 
weight, as it were, to the feudal chains with which they were loaded. At court, 
and in the castles of the great nobles, where the pomp and state of a court was 
emulated, Norman-French was the only language employed; in courts of law, the 
pleadings and judgments were delivered in the same tongue. In short, French 
was the language of honour, of chivalry, and even of justice, while the far more 
manly and expressive Anglo-Saxon was abandoned to the use of rustics and 
hinds, who knew no other. Still, however, the necessary intercourse between the 
lords of the soil, and those oppressed inferior beings by whom that soil was 
cultivated, occasioned the gradual formation of a dialect, compounded betwixt 
the French and the Anglo-Saxon, in which they could render themselves 
mutually intelligible to each other; and from this necessity arose by degrees the 
structure of our present English language, in which the speech of the victors and 
the vanquished have been so happily blended together; and which has since been 
so richly improved by importations from the classical languages, and from those 
spoken by the southern nations of Europe. 


This state of things I have thought it necessary to premise for the information 
of the general reader, who might be apt to forget, that, although no great 
historical events, such as war or insurrection, mark the existence of the Anglo- 
Saxons as a separate people subsequent to the reign of William the Second; yet 
the great national distinctions betwixt them and their conquerors, the recollection 
of what they had formerly been, and to what they were now reduced, continued 
down to the reign of Edward the Third, to keep open the wounds which the 


Thesaurus 
chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, rooted, ingrafted, hackneyed; (n) understatement, modesty. 
generosity, courtesy, knight service, _ ineffaceable. predilection: (n) penchant, preference, 


courtliness, knight errantry, 
principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; 
(adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, 
cowardice. 

disinherited: (n) disinheritance; (adj) 
homeless, unloved. 

inveterate: (adj) incorrigible, 


nourishing: (adj) alimentary, healthy, 
nutrient, healthful, wholesome, rich, 
nutritive, hearty, alimental, good, 
beneficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhealthy, unwholesome, meager, 
insufficient. 

pomp: (n) grandeur, parade, 


partiality, inclination, bent, 
weakness, predisposition, liking, 
fondness, bias, taste. ANTONYMS: 
(n) indifference, horror. 
subjugated: (adj) beaten, 
downtrodden, overpowered, 
overcome, browbeaten, captive; (v) 


confirmed, chronic, ingrained, old, 
irredeemable; (adj, v) fixed; (v) 


ostentation, show, ceremony, glory, 
luxury, pageantry, magnificence, 
state, splendor. ANTONYMS: (n) 


subdued, broken, broken friendship, 
apart, blighted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
liberated. 
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Conquest had inflicted, and to maintain a line of separation betwixt the 
descendants of the victor Normans and the vanquished Saxons. 


The sun was setting upon one of the rich grassy glades of that forest, which 
we have mentioned in the beginning of the chapter. Hundreds of broad-headed, 
short-stemmed, wide-branched oaks, which had witnessed perhaps the stately 
march of the Roman soldiery, flung their gnarled arms over a thick carpet of the 
most delicious green sward; in some places they were intermingled with beeches, 
hollies, and copsewood of various descriptions, so closely as totally to intercept 
the level beams of the sinking sun; in others they receded from each other, 
forming those long sweeping vistas, in the intricacy of which the eye delights to 
lose itself, while imagination considers them as the paths to yet wilder scenes of 
silvan solitude. Here the red rays of the sun shot a broken and discoloured light, 
that partially hung upon the shattered boughs and mossy trunks of the trees, and 
there they illuminated in brilliant patches the portions of turf to which they 
made their way. A considerable open space, in the midst of this glade, seemed 
formerly to have been dedicated to the rites of Druidical superstition; for, on the 
summit of a hillock, so regular as to seem artificial, there still remained part of a 
circle of rough unhewn stones, of large dimensions. Seven stood upright; the 
rest had been dislodged from their places, probably by the zeal of some convert 
to Christianity, and lay, some prostrate near their former site, and others on the 
side of the hill. One large stone only had found its way to the bottom, and in 
stopping the course of a small brook, which glided smoothly round the foot of 
the eminence, gave, by its opposition, a feeble voice of murmur to the placid and 
elsewhere silent streamlet. 


The human figures which completed this landscape, were in number two, 
partaking, in their dress and appearance, of that wild and rustic character, which 
belonged to the woodlands of the West-Riding of Yorkshire at that early period. 
The eldest of these men had a stern, savage, and wild aspect. His garment was of 
the simplest form imaginable, being a close jacket with sleeves, composed of the 
tanned skin of some animal, on which the hair had been originally left, but which 
had been worn of in so many places, that it would have been difficult to 


Thesaurus 
hillock: (n) hill, mound, rise, barrow, mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, garrison, cavalry, army, troop, the 
kopje, hammock, elevation, heap; hoary, musty, covered, musciform, army, military man, force. 
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subtlety. ANTONYM: (n) order. personnel, serviceman, horse, uncooked, unfashioned. 
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distinguish from the patches that remained, to what creature the fur had 
belonged. This primeval vestment reached from the throat to the knees, and 
served at once all the usual purposes of body-clothing; there was no wider 
opening at the collar, than was necessary to admit the passage of the head, from 
which it may be inferred, that it was put on by slipping it over the head and 
shoulders, in the manner of a modern shirt, or ancient hauberk. Sandals, bound 
with thongs made of boars' hide, protected the feet, and a roll of thin leather was 
twined artificially round the legs, and, ascending above the calf, left the knees 
bare, like those of a Scottish Highlander. To make the jacket sit yet more close to 
the body, it was gathered at the middle by a broad leathern belt, secured by a 
brass buckle; to one side of which was attached a sort of scrip, and to the other a 
ram's horn, accoutred with a mouthpiece, for the purpose of blowing. In the 
same belt was stuck one of those long, broad, sharp-pointed, and two-edged 
knives, with a buck's-horn handle, which were fabricated in the neighbourhood, 
and bore even at this early period the name of a Sheffield whittle. The man had 
no covering upon his head, which was only defended by his own thick hair, 
matted and twisted together, and scorched by the influence of the sun into a 
rusty dark-red colour, forming a contrast with the overgrown beard upon his 
cheeks, which was rather of a yellow or amber hue. One part of his dress only 
remains, but it is too remarkable to be suppressed; it was a brass ring, resembling 
a dog's collar, but without any opening, and soldered fast round his neck, so 
loose as to form no impediment to his breathing, yet so tight as to be incapable of 
being removed, excepting by the use of the file. On this singular gorget was 
engraved, in Saxon characters, an inscription of the following purport:--"Gurth, 
the son of Beowulph, is the born thrall of Cedric of Rotherwood." 


Beside the swine-herd, for such was Gurth's occupation, was seated, upon 
one of the fallen Druidical monuments, a person about ten years younger in 
appearance, and whose dress, though resembling his companion's in form, was 
of better materials, and of a more fantastic appearance. His jacket had been 
stained of a bright purple hue, upon which there had been some attempt to paint 
grotesque ornaments in different colours. To the jacket he added a short cloak, 
which scarcely reached half way down his thigh; it was of crimson cloth, though 
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boars: (n) family Suidae, Suidae. (n) byrnie, chain mail, chain armour, helot, serf, enslavement, thralldom, 
crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, scarlet, chain armor. villein, captivity, slave; (v) enslave. 

maroon; (v) blush, flush, redden; (adj) matted: (adj) entangled, tangled, twined: (adj) bent, coiled, contorted, 

bloody, ruddy, cherry; (n) deep red. knotted, flat, matt, matte, knotty, distorted, misrepresented, perverted. 
excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, prep) fixed, kinky, twisted; (v) crossed. vestment: (n, v) dress, vesture, 

except for, exclusive of; (prep) aside ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, straight, clothing, apparel; (n) chasuble, 

from, besides, apart from, barring, free. garment, alb, cassock, surplice, garb, 

excluding, with the exception of; (v) scrip: (n) scrape, satchel, security, attire. 

saving. ANTONYM: (prep) including. pouch, pocket, sack, bag, knapsack, whittle: (v) pare, cut, carve, fashion, 
gorget: (n) armor plate, armour plate. poke, sac, provisional share sculpt, hew; (adj) knife, edge tool, 
hauberk: (v) mail, cuirass, habergeon, certificate. cutlery, blade, penknife. ANTONYM: 


breastplate, carapace, mask, buffer; thrall: (n) bondage, slavery, thraldom, (v) increase. 
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a good deal soiled, lined with bright yellow; and as he could transfer it from 
one shoulder to the other, or at his pleasure draw it all around him, its width, 
contrasted with its want of longitude, formed a fantastic piece of drapery. He 
had thin silver bracelets upon his arms, and on his neck a collar of the same 
metal bearing the inscription, "Wamba, the son of Witless, is the thrall of Cedric 


of Rotherwood." 


This personage had the same sort of sandals with his 


companion, but instead of the roll of leather thong, his legs were cased in a sort 
of gaiters, of which one was red and the other yellow. He was provided also 
with a cap, having around it more than one bell, about the size of those attached 
to hawks, which jingled as he turned his head to one side or other; and as he 
seldom remained a minute in the same posture, the sound might be considered 
as incessant. Around the edge of this cap was a stiff bandeau of leather, cut at 
the top into open work, resembling a coronet, while a prolonged bag arose from 
within it, and fell down on one shoulder like an old-fashioned nightcap, or a 
jelly-bag, or the head-gear of a modern hussar. It was to this part of the cap that 
the bells were attached; which circumstance, as well as the shape of his head- 
dress, and his own half-crazed, half-cunning expression of countenance, 
sufficiently pointed him out as belonging to the race of domestic clowns or 
jesters, maintained in the houses of the wealthy, to help away the tedium of those 
lingering hours which they were obliged to spend within doors. He bore, like his 
companion, a scrip, attached to his belt, but had neither horn nor knife, being 
probably considered as belonging to a class whom it is esteemed dangerous to 
intrust with edge-tools. In place of these, he was equipped with a sword of lath, 
resembling that with which Harlequin operates his wonders upon the modern 


stage. 


The outward appearance of these two men formed scarce a stronger contrast 


than their look and demeanour. 


That of the serf, or bondsman, was sad and 


sullen; his aspect was bent on the ground with an appearance of deep dejection, 
which might be almost construed into apathy, had not the fire which 
occasionally sparkled in his red eye manifested that there slumbered, under the 
appearance of sullen despondency, a sense of oppression, and a disposition to 
resistance. The looks of Wamba, on the other hand, indicated, as usual with his 


bandeau: (n) undergarment, brassiere, 
bra, uplift. 

bondsman: (n) slave, surety, helper, 
bail, security, villain, serf, guarantor, 
guarantee, thrall, bondswoman. 

cased: (adj) bound, sheathed, incased. 

dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, sorrow, 
woe, grief, melancholy, blues, 
desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, hopefulness, 


Thesaurus 


joy, cheer. 
hawks: (n) Falconiformes, caracaras, 
order Falconiformes, harriers. 
hussar: (n) dragoon, cavalry, artillery, 
horse artillery, cavalryman, mounted 
rifles, uhlan, voltigeur, light horse. 
intrust: (v) commit, confide, entrust, 
consign, commend, accredit, give, 
devote; (n, v) trust, believe; (n) credit. 
lath: (n) fillet, spline, batten, plank, 
list, ribbon, strip, rod, flat timber, 
spill; (v) frame. 


nightcap: (n) drink, dram, game, cap, 
mobcap, drop. 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being. 

serf: (n) helot, servant, villein, slave, 
cottier, cotter, bondsman, tike, tyke, 
menial, vassal. 

thong: (n) strap, lash, whip, knout, 
bathing suit, braid, bullwhip, casual, 
casual shoe, cowhide, slipper. 
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class, a sort of vacant curiosity, and fidgetty impatience of any posture of repose, 
together with the utmost self-satisfaction respecting his own situation, and the 
appearance which he made. The dialogue which they maintained between them, 
was carried on in Anglo-Saxon, which, as we said before, was universally spoken 
by the inferior classes, excepting the Norman soldiers, and the immediate 
personal dependants of the great feudal nobles. But to give their conversation in 
the original would convey but little information to the modern reader, for whose 
benefit we beg to offer the following translation: 


"The curse of St Withold upon these infernal porkers!" said the swine-herd, 
after blowing his horn obstreperously, to collect together the scattered herd of 
swine, which, answering his call with notes equally melodious, made, however, 
no haste to remove themselves from the luxurious banquet of beech-mast and 
acorns on which they had fattened, or to forsake the marshy banks of the rivulet, 
where several of them, half plunged in mud, lay stretched at their ease, 
altogether regardless of the voice of their keeper. "The curse of St Withold upon 
them and upon me!" said Gurth; "if the two-legged wolf snap not up some of 
them ere nightfall, I am no true man. Here, Fangs! Fangs!" he ejaculated at the 
top of his voice to a ragged wolfish-looking dog, a sort of lurcher, half mastiff, 
half greyhound, which ran limping about as if with the purpose of seconding his 
master in collecting the refractory grunters; but which, in fact, from 
misapprehension of the swine-herd's signals, ignorance of his own duty, or 
malice prepense, only drove them hither and thither, and increased the evil 
which he seemed to design to remedy. "A devil draw the teeth of him," said 
Gurth, "and the mother of mischief confound the Ranger of the forest, that cuts 
the foreclaws off our dogs, and makes them unfit for their trade! 


Wamba, up and help me an thou beest a man; take a turn round the back o' 
the hill to gain the wind on them; and when thous't got the weather-gage, thou 
mayst drive them before thee as gently as so many innocent lambs." 


"Truly," said Wamba, without stirring from the spot, "I have consulted my 
legs upon this matter, and they are altogether of opinion, that to carry my gay 
garments through these sloughs, would be an act of unfriendship to my 


Thesaurus 

fattened: (adj) finished. sweet, tuneful, mellow, dulcet, soft,  boisterously, blatantly, vociferously, 

forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, relinquish, gentle, full, canorous, mellifluous. defiantly, disobediently, noisily, 
abdicate, fail, leave, forgo, chuck, ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, rowdily, tumultuously, unruly, 
disclaim; (n, v) drop; (adj, v) quit. unmelodious, inharmonious, aloud. 
ANTONYM: (v) support. tuneless, grating, loud. prepense: (adj) deliberate, 

infernal: (adj) devilish, fiendish, misapprehension: (n) delusion, premeditated, intentional, 
diabolical, demonic, damned, cursed, mistake, misunderstanding, fallacy, aforethought, studied, designed, 
blasted, unholy, wicked; (adj, v) misconception, misinterpretation, witting, considered, forethought; 
diabolic, satanic. fault, misconstruction, misreading, (adv) deliberately. 

lurcher: (n) poacher, lurker, skulker, illusion, false impression. rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, 
volyer. ANTONYM: (n) fact. brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, runnel, 


melodious: (adj) harmonious, musical, obstreperously: (adv) clamorously, watercourse, gill, river. 
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sovereign person and royal wardrobe; wherefore, Gurth, I advise thee to call off 
Fangs, and leave the herd to their destiny, which, whether they meet with bands 
of travelling soldiers, or of outlaws, or of wandering pilgrims, can be little else 
than to be converted into Normans before morning, to thy no small ease and 
comfort." 


"The swine turned Normans to my comfort!" quoth Gurth; "expound that to 
me, Wamba, for my brain is too dull, and my mind too vexed, to read riddles." 


"Why, how call you those grunting brutes running about on their four legs?" 
demanded Wamba. 


"Swine, fool, swine," said the herd, "every fool knows that." 


"And swine is good Saxon," said the Jester; "but how call you the sow when 
she is flayed, and drawn, and quartered, and hung up by the heels, like a 
traitor?" 


"Pork," answered the swine-herd. 


"I am very glad every fool knows that too," said Wamba, "and pork, I think, is 
good Norman-French; and so when the brute lives, and is in the charge of a 
Saxon slave, she goes by her Saxon name; but becomes a Norman, and is called 
pork, when she is carried to the Castle-hall to feast among the nobles; what dost 
thou think of this, friend Gurth, ha?" 


"It is but too true doctrine, friend Wamba, however it got into thy fool's pate." 


"Nay, I can tell you more," said Wamba, in the same tone; there is old 
Alderman Ox continues to hold his Saxon epithet, while he is under the charge 
of serfs and bondsmen such as thou, but becomes Beef, a fiery French gallant, 
when he arrives before the worshipful jaws that are destined to consume him. 
Mynheer Calf, too, becomes Monsieur de Veau in the like manner; he is Saxon 
when he requires tendance, and takes a Norman name when he becomes matter 
of enjoyment." 


"By St Dunstan," answered Gurth, "thou speakest but sad truths; little is left 
to us but the air we breathe, and that appears to have been reserved with much 
hesitation, solely for the purpose of enabling us to endure the tasks they lay upon 


Thesaurus 
bands: (n) cords, stripes. respiration, growl, grunt. pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, jaws: (n) jaw, chops, fauces, chaps, harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) mandible, maw, lips, holding device; ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; (v) mazard. uncomplicated. 
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grunting: (n) inarticulate, grunting vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, venerable, divine, doting. 
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our shoulders. The finest and the fattest is for their board; the loveliest is for their 
couch; the best and bravest supply their foreign masters with soldiers, and 
whiten distant lands with their bones, leaving few here who have either will or 
the power to protect the unfortunate Saxon. God's blessing on our master Cedric, 
he hath done the work of a man in standing in the gap; but Reginald Front-de- 
Boeuf is coming down to this country in person, and we shall soon see how little 
Cedric's trouble will avail him. --Here, here," he exclaimed again, raising his 
voice, "So ho! so ho! well done, Fangs! thou hast them all before thee now, and 
bring'st them on bravely, lad." 


"Gurth," said the Jester, "I know thou thinkest me a fool, or thou wouldst not 
be so rash in putting thy head into my mouth. One word to Reginald Front-de- 
Boeuf, or Philip de Malvoisin, that thou hast spoken treason against the Norman, 
--and thou art but a cast-away swineherd,--thou wouldst waver on one of these 
trees as a terror to all evil speakers against dignities." 


"Dog, thou wouldst not betray me," said Gurth, "after having led me on to 
speak so much at disadvantage?" 


"Betray thee!" answered the Jester; "no, that were the trick of a wise man; a 
fool cannot half so well help himself--but soft, whom have we here?" he said, 
listening to the trampling of several horses which became then audible. 


"Never mind whom," answered Gurth, who had now got his herd before him, 
and, with the aid of Fangs, was driving them down one of the long dim vistas 
which we have endeavoured to describe. 


"Nay, but I must see the riders," answered Wamba; "perhaps they are come 
from Fairy-land with a message from King Oberon." 


"A murrain take thee," rejoined the swine-herd; "wilt thou talk of such things, 
while a terrible storm of thunder and lightning is raging within a few miles of 
us? Hark, how the thunder rumbles! and for summer rain, I never saw such 
broad downright flat drops fall out of the clouds; the oaks, too, notwithstanding 
the calm weather, sob and creak with their great boughs as if announcing a 


Thesaurus 
betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, grass, wholly, decidedly. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
dupe, reveal, mislead, disclose, (adj) semi, limited, incomplete, contained. 
accuse, befool, bamboozle. questionable, slight; (adv) hardly. trampling: (n) trample; (adj) moving. 
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creak: (v) pipe, screech, twang, oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, flicker, shake, flutter, tremble. 
skreigh, resound, jangle, gnash, Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, continue. 
confess; (n) creaking; (adv) Quercus, Genera Castanea, family whiten: (adj, v) blanch; (v) white, pale, 
creakingly; (adj) ancient. Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, chestnuts. whitewash, turn white, blench, 
downright: (adj, n) absolute; (adj, v) raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, decolorize, blanco, dealbate, discolor; 


sheer, clear; (adj) dead, blunt, candid, wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, (adj) bleached. ANTONYMS: (v) 
plain; (adv) absolutely, thoroughly, heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. dirty, darken. 
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tempest. Thou canst play the rational if thou wilt; credit me for once, and let us 
home ere the storm begins to rage, for the night will be fearful." 


Wamba seemed to feel the force of this appeal, and accompanied his 
companion, who began his journey after catching up a long quarter-staff which 
lay upon the grass beside him. This second Eumaeus strode hastily down the 


forest glade, driving before him, with the assistance of Fangs, the whole herd of 
his inharmonious charge. 


catching: (adj) communicable, 
infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noncommunicable 

glade: (n) aisle, alley, tract, vista, 
parcel, swamp, vale, clarification, 
bottom, valley, uvala. 

hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, 


imprudently, speedily. ANTONYMS: 


Thesaurus 


(adv) carefully, unhurriedly, 
industriously, sensibly, prudently, 
late, calmly, thoroughly, patiently, 
gradually, cautiously. 

. herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob. 

inharmonious: (adj) dissonant, 
incompatible, unharmonious, 
incongruous, jarring, improper, 
harsh, cacophonous, unmusical, 


tuneless, inconsistent. 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (1) gale, 
hurricane, squall, disturbance, 
cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity. 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 

wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, rise, rally. 
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CHAPTER II 


A Monk there was, a fayre for the maistrie, 
An outrider that loved venerie; 
A manly man, to be an Abbot able, 
Full many a daintie horse had he in stable: 
And whan he rode, men might his bridle hear 
Gingeling in a whistling wind as clear, 
And eke as loud, as doth the chapell bell, 
There as this lord was keeper of the cell. 
Chaucer 


Notwithstanding the occasional exhortation and chiding of his companion, 
the noise of the horsemen's feet continuing to approach, Wamba could not be 
prevented from lingering occasionally on the road, upon every pretence which 
occurred; now catching from the hazel a cluster of half-ripe nuts, and now 
turning his head to leer after a cottage maiden who crossed their path. The 
horsemen, therefore, soon overtook them on the road. 


Their numbers amounted to ten men, of whom the two who rode foremost 
seemed to be persons of considerable importance, and the others their attendants. 
It was not difficult to ascertain the condition and character of one of these 
personages. He was obviously an ecclesiastic of high rank; his dress was that of 
a Cistercian Monk, but composed of materials much finer than those which the 


Thesaurus 


attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 
retinue, tendance, persons present, 
suite. 

bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 
snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release. 

chiding: (n) scolding, rebuke, blame, 
reprehension, rap, censure, 
upbraiding, wigging, brawl, 
admonition; (adv) scoldingly. 


ecclesiastic: (n) clergyman, divine, 
cleric, minister, priest, churchman, 
pastor, clergymen, hierophant; (adj) 
clerical, ecclesiastical. 

exhortation: (n) warning, monition, 
persuasion, suggestion, counsel, 
incitement, sermon, admonition, 
exhort, hortation, admonishment. 

finer: (adj) superior, advanced, bigger, 
higher, more, greater. 

leer: (n, v) glance; (n) grin, wink, 
smirk, look, gaze, nudge, shrug, tip 


the wink; (v) simper, ogle. 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, unmanly, cowardly; (adv) 
unmanfully. 

outrider: (n) herald, precursor, 
prodrome, prodromus, vancourier, 
pioneer, guard, escort, attendant, 
scout. 

overtook: (v) overtake. 
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rule of that order admitted. His mantle and hood were of the best Flanders cloth, 
and fell in ample, and not ungraceful folds, around a handsome, though 
somewhat corpulent person. His countenance bore as little the marks of self- 
denial, as his habit indicated contempt of worldly splendour. His features might 
have been called good, had there not lurked under the pent-house of his eye, that 
sly epicurean twinkle which indicates the cautious voluptuary. In other respects, 
his profession and situation had taught him a ready command over his 
countenance, which he could contract at pleasure into solemnity, although its 
natural expression was that of good-humoured social indulgence. In defiance of 
conventual rules, and the edicts of popes and councils, the sleeves of this 
dignitary were lined and turned up with rich furs, his mantle secured at the 
throat with a golden clasp, and the whole dress proper to his order as much 
refined upon and ornamented, as that of a quaker beauty of the present day, who, 
while she retains the garb and costume of her sect continues to give to its 
simplicity, by the choice of materials and the mode of disposing them, a certain 
air of coquettish attraction, savouring but too much of the vanities of the 
world. 


This worthy churchman rode upon a well-fed ambling mule, whose furniture 
was highly decorated, and whose bridle, according to the fashion of the day, was 
ornamented with silver bells. In his seat he had nothing of the awkwardness of 
the convent, but displayed the easy and habitual grace of a well-trained 
horseman. Indeed, it seemed that so humble a conveyance as a mule, in however 
good case, and however well broken to a pleasant and accommodating amble, 
was only used by the gallant monk for travelling on the road. A lay brother, one 
of those who followed in the train, had, for his use on other occasions, one of the 
most handsome Spanish jennets ever bred at Andalusia, which merchants used 
at that time to import, with great trouble and risk, for the use of persons of 
wealth and distinction. The saddle and housings of this superb palfrey were 
covered by a long foot-cloth, which reached nearly to the ground, and on which 
were richly embroidered, mitres, crosses, and other ecclesiastical emblems. 
Another lay brother led a sumpter mule, loaded probably with his superior's 
baggage; and two monks of his own order, of inferior station, rode together in 


Thesaurus 


conventual: (1) cenobite, palmer, 
prior, mendicant, pilgrim, lay 
brother, monk, friar; (adj) monastic, 
cloistered, unworldly. 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle. 

dignitary: (n) notable, celebrity, big 
shot, dignity, officer, grandee, very 
important person, public figure, 
personage, person, panjandrum. 

disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) 


dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; 
(n) distribution. 

epicurean: (n) gastronome, gourmet, 
bon vivant, sensualist, hedonist, 
connoisseur; (adj) sybaritic, 
voluptuary, voluptuous, luxurious, 
luscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) austere, 
humble, modest, plain, simple. 

housings: (n) horsecloth, caparison, 
saddlery, tack, furnishings, bard, 
trapping, trappings. 

savouring: (n) relishing, degustation, 


tasting. 

sumpter: (n) beast of burden, burden, 
jument. 

ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 
graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant. 

voluptuary: (adj) epicurean, sybaritic, 
voluptuous, luxurious, busty, 
bosomy, luscious, deluxe; (n) 
sensualist, epicure, hedonist. 
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the rear, laughing and conversing with each other, without taking much notice of 
the other members of the cavalcade. 


The companion of the church dignitary was a man past forty, thin, strong, tall, 
and muscular; an athletic figure, which long fatigue and constant exercise 
seemed to have left none of the softer part of the human form, having reduced 
the whole to brawn, bones, and sinews, which had sustained a thousand toils, 
and were ready to dare a thousand more. His head was covered with a scarlet 
cap, faced with fur--of that kind which the French call "mortier", from its 
resemblance to the shape of an inverted mortar. His countenance was therefore 
fully displayed, and its expression was calculated to impress a degree of awe, if 
not of fear, upon strangers. High features, naturally strong and powerfully 
expressive, had been burnt almost into Negro blackness by constant exposure to 
the tropical sun, and might, in their ordinary state, be said to slumber after the 
storm of passion had passed away; but the projection of the veins of the forehead, 
the readiness with which the upper lip and its thick black moustaches quivered 
upon the slightest emotion, plainly intimated that the tempest might be again 
and easily awakened. His keen, piercing, dark eyes, told in every glance a 
history of difficulties subdued, and dangers dared, and seemed to challenge 
opposition to his wishes, for the pleasure of sweeping it from his road by a 
determined exertion of courage and of will; a deep scar on his brow gave 
additional sternness to his countenance, and a sinister expression to one of his 
eyes, which had been slightly injured on the same occasion, and of which the 
vision, though perfect, was ina slight and partial degree distorted. 


The upper dress of this personage resembled that of his companion in shape, 
being a long monastic mantle; but the colour, being scarlet, showed that he did 
not belong to any of the four regular orders of monks. On the right shoulder of 
the mantle there was cut, in white cloth, a cross of a peculiar form. This upper 
robe concealed what at first view seemed rather inconsistent with its form, a shirt, 
namely, of linked mail, with sleeves and gloves of the same, curiously plaited 
and interwoven, as flexible to the body as those which are now wrought in the 
stocking-loom, out of less obdurate materials. The fore-part of his thighs, where 


Thesaurus 
awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, interlacing, interlocking, complex, plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated. 
awakens, awoke, interested. interwove, twine, contextural, slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, nap, 
brawn: (n) beef, strength, force, sinew, entangled, inseparable, knotted, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be asleep, 
power, might, meat, flesh, muscles, related. kip, take a nap; (n) siesta. 
vigor, energy. ANTONYMS: (n) intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected. sternness: (n) harshness, rigor, 
weakness, leanness, scrawniness. obdurate: (adj) inflexible, stony, strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
exertion: (n) application, exercise, obstinate, callous, firm, stubborn, inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, headstrong, flinty, mulish, unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. impenitent, rigid. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, inactivity, compliant, amenable, pleasantness, cheerfulness. 
inertia, relaxation, laziness, ease. accommodating, easygoing, caring, strangers: (n) stranger. 


interwoven: (adj) interlinking, irresolute, soft, acquiescent. toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh. 
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the folds of his mantle permitted them to be seen, were also covered with linked 
mail; the knees and feet were defended by splints, or thin plates of steel, 
ingeniously jointed upon each other; and mail hose, reaching from the ankle to 
the knee, effectually protected the legs, and completed the rider's defensive 
armour. In his girdle he wore a long and double-edged dagger, which was the 
only offensive weapon about his person. 


He rode, not a mule, like his companion, but a strong hackney for the road, to 
save his gallant war-horse, which a squire led behind, fully accoutred for battle, 
with a chamfron or plaited head-piece upon his bead, having a short spike 
projecting from the front. On one side of the saddle hung a short battle-axe, 
richly inlaid with Damascene carving; on the other the rider's plumed head- 
piece and hood of mail, with a long two-handed sword, used by the chivalry of 
the period. A second squire held aloft his master's lance, from the extremity of 
which fluttered a small banderole, or streamer, bearing a cross of the same form 
with that embroidered upon his cloak. He also carried his small triangular shield, 
broad enough at the top to protect the breast, and from thence diminishing to a 
point. It was covered with a scarlet cloth, which prevented the device from being 
seen. 


These two squires were followed by two attendants, whose dark visages, 
white turbans, and the Oriental form of their garments, showed them to be 
natives of some distant Eastern country. 


The whole appearance of this warrior and his retinue was wild and 
outlandish; the dress of his squires was gorgeous, and his Eastern attendants 
wore silver collars round their throats, and bracelets of the same metal upon 
their swarthy arms and legs, of which the former were naked from the elbow, 
and the latter from mid-leg to ankle. Silk and embroidery distinguished their 
dresses, and marked the wealth and importance of their master; forming, at the 
same time, a striking contrast with the martial simplicity of his own attire. They 
were armed with crooked sabres, having the hilt and baldric inlaid with gold, 
and matched with Turkish daggers of yet more costly workmanship. Each of 
them bore at his saddle-bow a bundle of darts or javelins, about four feet in 


Thesaurus 

baldric: (n) belt, fascia, zodiac, clasp, handed, sharp. ineptly. 

fillet, garland, girt, tyre, wreath, effectually: (adv) efficaciously, inlaid: (adj) decorated. 

cingle, baldrick. effectively, validly, adequately, jointed: (adj) articulate, knuckled, 
banderole: (n) banderol, bannerol, potently, tellingly, strongly, distinctly uttered. 

quarantine flag, streamer, flag, excise decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head master's: (n) postgraduate degree. 

stamp, standard. and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) plumed: (adj) plumate, crested, 
battle-axe: (n) battle-ax. ineffectually. emplumed, plumy, plumose, 
chamfron: (n) chanfron, chaffron, ingeniously: (adv) artfully, cleverly, decorated, flying, feathery. 

charfron, chanfrin, chanfrein, adroitly, skillfully, inventively, streamer: (n) banner, standard, ensign, 

frontstall, testiere. resourcefully, shrewdly, pennant, pennon, emblem, 
darts: (n) board game, game of dart. imaginatively, cunningly, craftily, pennoncelle, pennoncel, colors, sign, 


double-edged: (adj) ironic, left- artistically. ANTONYM: (adv) ribbon. 
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length, having sharp steel heads, a weapon much in use among the Saracens, and 
of which the memory is yet preserved in the martial exercise called "El Jerrid", 
still practised in the Eastern countries. 


The steeds of these attendants were in appearance as foreign as their riders. 
They were of Saracen origin, and consequently of Arabian descent; and their fine 
slender limbs, small fetlocks, thin manes, and easy springy motion, formed a 
marked contrast with the large-jointed heavy horsastic vows. 


Yet so loose were the ideas of the times respecting the conduct of the clergy, 
whether secular or regular, that the Prior Aymer maintained a fair character in 
the neighbourhood of his abbey. His free and jovial temper, and the readiness 
with which he granted absolution from all ordinary delinquencies, rendered him 
a favourite among the nobility and principal gentry, to several of whom he was 
allied by birth, being of a distinguished Norman family. The ladies, in particular, 
were not disposed to scan too nicely the morals of a man who was a professed 
admirer of their sex, and who possessed many means of dispelling the ennui 
which was too apt to intrude upon the halls and bowers of an ancient feudal 
castle. The Prior mingled in the sports of the field with more than due eagerness, 
and was allowed to possess the best-trained hawks, and the fleetest greyhounds 
in the North Riding; circumstances which strongly recommended him to the 
youthful gentry. With the old, be had another part to play, which, when needful, 
he could sustain with great decorum. His knowledge of books, however 
superficial, was sufficient to impress upon their ignorance respect for his 
supposed learning; and the gravity of his deportment and language, with the 
high tone which he exerted in setting forth the authority of the church and of the 
priesthood, impressed them no less with an opinion of his sanctity. Even the 
common people, the severest critics of the conduct of their betters, had 
commiseration with the follies of Prior Aymer. He was generous; and charity, as 
it is well known, covereth a multitude of sins, in another sense than that in which 
it is said to do so in Scripture. The revenues of the monastery, of which a large 
part was at his disposal, while they gave him the means of supplying his own 
very considerable expenses, afforded also those largesses which he bestowed 


Thesaurus 

absolution: (n) remission, exemption, manners, correctness, ceremony, melancholy, monotony, tediousness, 
forgiveness, justification, release, properness, politeness, grace. dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; 
exoneration, condonation, remittal, ANTONYMS: (n) impoliteness, (v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dispensation, redemption; (n, v) rudeness, informality, indecorum, variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, 
excuse. ANTONYMS: (n) conviction, impropriety, indecency, corruption, energy, interest. 
intolerance. abandon, vulgarity. manes: (n) shade. 

commiseration: (n) pity, compassion, deportment: (n, v) bearing, demeanor, needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
sympathy, condolence, ruth, mercy, conduct, carriage; (n) manner, indispensable, required, needed, 
commiserate, bowels, consolation, attitude, demeanour, behaviour, mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
fellow feeling, acknowledgement. comportment, dealing, air. requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 

decorum: (n) propriety, gentility, dispelling: (n) evaporation. dollar. 


decorousness, dignity, fitness, ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, sports: (n) athletics; (adj) sporting. 
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among the peasantry, and with which he frequently relieved the distresses of the 
oppressed. If Prior Aymer rode hard in the chase, or remained long at the 
banquet,--if Prior Aymer was seen, at the early peep of dawn, to enter the 
postern of the abbey, as he glided home from some rendezvous which had 
occupied the hours of darkness, men only shrugged up their shoulders, and 
reconciled themselves to his irregularities, by recollecting that the same were 
practised by many of his brethren who had no redeeming qualities whatsoever to 
atone for them. Prior Aymer, therefore, and his character, were well known to 
our Saxon serfs, who made their rude obeisance, and received his "benedicite, 
mes filz," in return. 


But the singular appearance of his companion and his attendants, arrested 
their attention and excited their wonder, and they could scarcely attend to the 
Prior of Jorvaulx' question, when he demanded if they knew of any place of 
harbourage in the vicinity; so much were they surprised at the half monastic, 
half military appearance of the swarthy stranger, and at the uncouth dress and 
arms of his Eastern attendants. It is probable, too, that the language in which the 
benediction was conferred, and the information asked, sounded ungracious, 
though not probably unintelligible, in the ears of the Saxon peasants. 


"I asked you, my children," said the Prior, raising his voice, and using the 
lingua Franca, or mixed language, in which the Norman and Saxon races 
conversed with each other, "if there be in this neighbourhood any good man, 
who, for the love of God, and devotion to Mother Church, will give two of her 
humblest servants, with their train, a night's hospitality and refreshment?" 


This he spoke with a tone of conscious importance, which formed a strong 
contrast to the modest terms which he thought it proper to employ. 


"Two of the humblest servants of Mother Church!" repeated Wamba to 
himself,--but, fool as he was, taking care not to make his observation audible; "I 
should like to see her seneschals, her chief butlers, and other principal 
domestics!" 


After this internal commentary on the Prior's speech, he raised his eyes, and 
replied to the question which had been put. 


Thesaurus 

atone: (v) satisfy, pay, propitiate, anchorage. recollecting: (n) recollection. 
indemnify, compensate, make up, lingua: (n) clapper, glossa, taste bud, uncouth: (adj) rough, rude, barbarous, 
recoup, apologize, abye, aby, repent. natural language, applauder, knife. vulgar, crude, awkward, clumsy, 
ANTONYM: (v) forfeit. obeisance: (n) homage, curtsy, gross, unrefined, ungainly, common. 

benediction: (n, v) blessing; (n) grace, deference, bowing, reverence, ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, couth, 
orison, thanks, communion, obedience, respect, courtesy; (v) polite, sophisticated, pleasant, 
doxology, hosanna, invocation, genuflexion, kowtow, genuflection. proper, genteel. 
supplication, beatitude; (v) bless. peasantry: (n) farmers. ungracious: (adj) discourteous, 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, postern: (n) gate, ostiary, portal, impolite, uncivil, surly, unkind, 
malediction, anathema. porch, wicket, vestibule, trapdoor, unceremonious, churlish, 

conferred: (adj) given, presented. threshold, back door; (adj, n) rear; disrespectful, unfriendly, graceless, 


harbourage: (n) refuge, port, (adj) side. unpleasing. 
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"If the reverend fathers," he said, "loved good cheer and soft lodging, few 
miles of riding would carry them to the Priory of Brinxworth, where their quality 
could not but secure them the most honourable reception; or if they preferred 
spending a penitential evening, they might turn down yonder wild glade, which 
would bring them to the hermitage of Copmanhurst, where a pious anchoret 
would make them sharers for the night of the shelter of his roof and the benefit 
of his prayers." 


The Prior shook his head at both proposals. 


"Mine honest friend," said he, "if the jangling of thy bells bad not dizzied 
thine understanding, thou mightst know "Clericus clericum non decimat"; that is 
to say, we churchmen do not exhaust each other's hospitality, but rather require 
that of the laity, giving them thus an opportunity to serve God in honouring and 
relieving his appointed servants." 


"It is true," replied Wamba, "that I, being but an ass, am, nevertheless, 
honoured to hear the bells as well as your reverence's mule; notwithstanding, I 
did conceive that the charity of Mother Church and her servants might be said, 
with other charity, to begin at home." 


"A truce to thine insolence, fellow," said the armed rider, breaking in on his 
prattle with a high and stern voice, "and tell us, if thou canst, the road to--How 
call'd you your Franklin, Prior Aymer?" 


"Cedric," answered the Prior; "Cedric the Saxon.--Tell me, good fellow, are we 
near his dwelling, and can you show us the road?" 


"The road will be uneasy to find," answered Gurth, who broke silence for the 
first time, "and the family of Cedric retire early to rest." 


"Tush, tell not me, fellow," said the military rider; "tis easy for them to arise 
and supply the wants of travellers such as we are, who will not stoop to beg the 
hospitality which we have a right to command." 


"I know not," said Gurth, sullenly, "if I should show the way to my master's 
house, to those who demand as a right, the shelter which most are fain to ask as 
a favour." 


Thesaurus 
anchoret: (n) solitary, anchorite, meekness, shyness. grumpily, morosely, moodily, 
anchor. jangling: (n) janglery; (adj) harsh, dourly, somberly, peevishly, surly, 
fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, dissonant, discordant, strident, crossly, petulantly. ANTONYMS: 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; (adv) cacophonic, cacophonous. (adv) graciously, contentedly, gladly, 
gladly, lief, readily, willingly; (v) penitential: (adj) repentant, contrite, cheerily. 
optative. remorseful, apologetic, sorry. tush: (n) buttocks, backside, posterior, 
honouring: (n) homage, accolade. prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, gab, quarter, place, poop, John, pot, prat, 
insolence: (n) impertinence, jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) chatter, piece of ass, puke. 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, prate, palaver; (v) cackle, clack. yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, relieving: (adj) pertinent, comforting, abroad, thither, further away, at that 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. applicable; (n) encouragement. place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 


ANTONYMS: (n) respect, politeness, sullenly: (adv) sulkily, sourly, fierce. 
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"Do you dispute with me, slave! said the soldier; and, setting spurs to his 
horse, he caused him make a demivolte across the path, raising at the same time 
the riding rod which he held in his hand, with a purpose of chastising what he 
considered as the insolence of the peasant. 


Gurth darted at him a savage and revengeful scowl, and with a fierce, yet 
hesitating motion, laid his hand on the haft of his knife; but the interference of 
Prior Aymer, who pushed his mule betwixt his companion and the swineherd, 
prevented the meditated violence. 


"Nay, by St Mary, brother Brian, you must not think you are now in Palestine, 
predominating over heathen Turks and infidel Saracens; we islanders love not 
blows, save those of holy Church, who chasteneth whom she loveth.--Tell me, 
good fellow," said he to Wamba, and seconded his speech by a small piece of 
silver coin, "the way to Cedric the Saxon's; you cannot be ignorant of it, and it is 
your duty to direct the wanderer even when his character is less sanctified than 
ours." 


"In truth, venerable father," answered the Jester, "the Saracen head of your 
right reverend companion has frightened out of mine the way home--I am not 
sure I shall get there to-night myself." 


"Tush," said the Abbot, "thou canst tell us if thou wilt. This reverend brother 
has been all his life engaged in fighting among the Saracens for the recovery of 
the Holy Sepulchre; he is of the order of Knights Templars, whom you may have 
heard of; he is half a monk, half a soldier." 


"If he is but half a monk," said the Jester, "he should not be wholly 
unreasonable with those whom he meets upon the road, even if they should be in 
no hurry to answer questions that no way concern them." 

"I forgive thy wit," replied the Abbot, "on condition thou wilt show me the 
way to Cedric's mansion." 

"Well, then," answered Wamba, "your reverences must hold on this path till 
you come to a sunken cross, of which scarce a cubit's length remains above 


Thesaurus 
chastising: (n) disciplining, hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly. (adj) secular. 
penalizing, imprisoning, fining. infidel: (adj, n) heathen, pagan, scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar, 
haft: (n) heft, knob, helve, grip, hilt, unbeliever, skeptic, deist; (n) gentile, sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
holder, stem, tiller, treadle, trigger, idolater, freethinker, paynim, (adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
key. miscreant; (adj) pyrrhonist. ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin. 
heathen: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic; (n) mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, swineherd: (n) ostler, orderly, pigman, 
infidel, idolater, paynim, heretic; (adj) mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) messenger, jockey, hostler, gillie, 
heathenish, irreligious, giaour, hybrid, crossbreed, Metis. herdsman, hogherd, tiger, drover. 
godless, barbaric. sanctified: (adj) consecrated, sacred, wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, blessed, holy, divine, justified, tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, elected, adopted, unearthly, wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 


reluctant, faltering, unwilling, consecrate, dedicated. ANTONYM: (n, v) rambler. 
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ground; then take the path to the left, for there are four which meet at Sunken 
Cross, and I trust your reverences will obtain shelter before the storm comes on." 


The Abbot thanked his sage adviser; and the cavalcade, setting spurs to their 
horses, rode on as men do who wish to reach their inn before the bursting of a 
night-storm. As their horses' hoofs died away, Gurth said to his companion, "If 
they follow thy wise direction, the reverend fathers will hardly reach 
Rotherwood this night." 


"No," said the Jester, grinning, "but they may reach Sheffield if they have 
good luck, and that is as fit a place for them. I am not so bad a woodsman as to 
show the dog where the deer lies, if I have no mind he should chase him." 


"Thou art right," said Gurth; "it were ill that Aymer saw the Lady Rowena; 
and it were worse, it may be, for Cedric to quarrel, as is most likely he would, 
with this military monk. But, like good servants let us hear and see, and say 
nothing." 

We return to the riders, who had soon left the bondsmen far behind them, 
and who maintained the following conversation in the Norman-French language, 
usually employed by the superior classes, with the exception of the few who 
were still inclined to boast their Saxon descent. 


"What mean these fellows by their capricious insolence?" said the Templar to 
the Benedictine, "and why did you prevent me from chastising it?" 


"Marry, brother Brian," replied the Prior, "touching the one of them, it were 
hard for me to render a reason for a fool speaking according to his folly; and the 
other churl is of that savage, fierce, intractable race, some of whom, as I have 
often told you, are still to be found among the descendants of the conquered 
Saxons, and whose supreme pleasure it is to testify, by all means in their power, 
their aversion to their conquerors." 

"I would soon have beat him into courtesy," observed Brian; "I am 
accustomed to deal with such spirits: Our Turkish captives are as fierce and 
intractable as Odin himself could have been; yet two months in my household, 
under the management of my master of the slaves, has made them humble, 


Thesaurus 


aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill. 

capricious: (adj) fanciful, whimsical, 
irregular, freakish, arbitrary, fickle, 
changeable, impulsive, volatile, 
variable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dependable, 


predictable, stable, steady, steadfast, 
placid, logical, fixed, consistent, 
serious. 

cavalcade: (n) parade, pageant, 
caravan, spectacle, celebration, 
column, convoy; (adj) rank and file, 
line of battle, cortege; (v) file. 

churl: (adj, n) niggard; (n) peasant, 
clown, curmudgeon, crosspatch, 
skinflint, countryman, tyke, tike, 


intractable: (adj) inflexible, fractious, 
stubborn, contumacious, contrary, 
insubordinate, froward, recalcitrant, 
perverse, wayward, unruly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, 
biddable, flexible, manageable, 
compliant, easy, easygoing, docile, 
amenable. 

woodsman: (n) woodman, 
cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 


scrooge; (adj) miser. ANTONYMS: (n) journeyman, rustic, artisan, 


aristocrat, gentleman. 


Bushman, joiner, artificer, craftsman. 
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submissive, serviceable, and observant of your will. Marry, sir, you must be 
aware of the poison and the dagger; for they use either with free will when you 
give them the slightest opportunity." 


"Ay, but," answered Prior Aymer, "every land has its own manners and 
fashions; and, besides that beating this fellow could procure us no information 
respecting the road to Cedric's house, it would have been sure to have 
established a quarrel betwixt you and him had we found our way thither. 
Remember what I told you: this wealthy franklin is proud, fierce, jealous, and 
irritable, a withstander of the nobility, and even of his neighbors, Reginald 
Front-de-Boeuf and Philip Malvoisin, who are no babies to strive with. He 
stands up sternly for the privileges of his race, and is so proud of his 
uninterrupted descend from Hereward, a renowned champion of the Heptarchy, 
that he is universally called Cedric the Saxon; and makes a boast of his belonging 
to a people from whom many others endeaver to hide their descent, lest they 
should encounter a share of the 'vae victis,' or severities imposed upon the 
vanquished." 


"Prior Aymer," said the Templar, "you are a man of gallantry, learned in the 
study of beauty, and as expert as a troubadour in all matters concerning the 
'arrets' of love; but I shall expect much beauty in this celebrated Rowena to 
counterbalance the self-denial and forbearance which I must exert if I am to 
court the favor of such a seditious churl as you have described her father 
Cedric." 


"Cedric is not her father," replied the Prior, "and is but of remote relation: she 
is descended from higher blood than even he pretends to, and is but distantly 
connected with him by birth. Her guardian, however, he is, self-constituted as I 
believe; but his ward is as dear to him as if she were his own child. Of her 
beauty you shall soon be judge; and if the purity of her complexion, and the 
majestic, yet soft expression of a mild blue eye, do not chase from your memory 
the black-tressed girls of Palestine, ay, or the houris of old Mahound's paradise, I 
am an infidel, and no true son of the church." 


Thesaurus 
counterbalance: (v) compensate, differ, thwart, reject, demean,; (n) ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
counteract, neutralize, countervail, derogation, disapproval, unkindness. cowardliness, rudeness. 
cover, counterweigh; (n, v) forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, neighbors: (n) neighbourhood. 
counterpoise; (n) counterweight, pardon, abstention, abstinence, seditious: (adj) incendiary, rebellious, 
equilibrium, poise, equilibration. mercy, longanimity, avoidance, insurgent, subversive, disloyal, 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbalance, postponement, indulgence, restraint. insubordinate, mutinous, factious, 
overbalance. ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, turbulent, lawless, revolutionary. 
favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, intolerance. troubadour: (n) folk singer, singer, 
support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) gallantry: (adj, n) prowess, daring, minstrel, vocalist; (adj) scald, bard, 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) befriend, spirit, fearlessness; (n) heroism, lyrist, skald, trouvere. 
encourage, patronize. ANTONYMS: bravery, valor, courage, chivalry, withstander: (n) guardian, shielder, 


(v) hinder, contradict, dislike, hurt, courtesy, courageousness. protector, defender. 
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"Should your boasted beauty," said the Templar, "be weighed in the balance 
and found wanting, you know our wager?" 


"My gold collar," answered the Prior, "against ten buts of Chian wine;--they 
are mine as securely as if they were already in the convent vaults, under the key 
of old Dennis the cellarer." 


"And I am myself to be judge," said the Templar, "and am only to be 
convicted on my own admission, that I have seen no maiden so beautiful since 
Pentecost was a twelvemonth. Ran it not so? --Prior, your collar is in danger; I 
will wear it over my gorget in the lists of Ashby-de-la-Zouche." 


"Win it fairly," said the Prior, "and wear it as ye will; I will trust your giving 
true response, on your word as a knight and as a churchman. Yet, brother, take 
my advice, and file your tongue to a little more courtesy than your habits of 
predominating over infidel captives and Eastern bondsmen have accustomed 
you. Cedric the Saxon, if offended,--and he is noway slack in taking offence,--is a 
man who, without respect to your knighthood, my high office, or the sanctity of 
either, would clear his house of us, and send us to lodge with the larks, though 
the hour were midnight. And be careful how you look on Rowena, whom he 
cherishes with the most jealous care; an he take the least alarm in that quarter we 
are but lost men. It is said he banished his only son from his family for lifting his 
eyes in the way of affection towards this beauty, who may be worshipped, it 
seems, at a distance, but is not to be approached with other thoughts than such 
as we bring to the shrine of the Blessed Virgin." 


"Well, you have said enough," answered the Templar; "I will for a night put 
on the needful restraint, and deport me as meekly as a maiden; but as for the fear 
of his expelling us by violence, myself and squires, with Hamet and Abdalla, 
will warrant you against that disgrace. Doubt not that we shall be strong enough 
to make good our quarters." 


"We must not let it come so far," answered the Prior; "but here is the clown's 
sunken cross, and the night is so dark that we can hardly see which of the roads 
we are to follow. He bid us turn, I think to the left." 


Thesaurus 
buts: (adv) however. larks: (n) family Alaudidae. sunken: (adj) concave, depressed, 
deport: (v) banish, conduct, bear, midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour. submerged, empty, underwater, 
behave, act, carry, comport, expel, noway: (adv) nohow. cavernous, recessed, gaunt, low, 
expatriate, exile, relegate. sanctity: (n) sanctitude, godliness, depression, submarine. ANTONYM: 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, repatriate, sacredness, devotion, piety, (adj) convex. 
stay, permit. saintliness, purity, halidom, twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 
expelling: (n) discharge, catamenia, sanctimony, religion, innocence. year, financial year, common year, 
excretion, elimination, evacuation, ANTONYM: (n) unholiness. amount of time, time period, period 
ejaculation, emission, menstrual, securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
menstruation, period, emanation. solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, period. 
knighthood: (n) chivalry, knight, tightly, fixly, setly, stably. worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 


nobility, aristocracy. ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely. venerable. 
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"To the right," said Brian, "to the best of my remembrance." 


"To the left, certainly, the left; I remember his pointing with his wooden 
sword." 


"Ay, but he held his sword in his left hand, and so pointed across his body 
with it," said the Templar. 


Each maintained his opinion with sufficient obstinacy, as is usual in all such 
cases; the attendants were appealed to, but they had not been near enough to 
hear Wamba's directions. At length Brian remarked, what had at first escaped 
him in the twilight; "Here is some one either asleep, or lying dead at the foot of 
this cross--Hugo, stir him with the but-end of thy lance." 


This was no sooner done than the figure arose, exclaiming in good French, 
"Whosoever thou art, it is discourteous in you to disturb my thoughts." 


"We did but wish to ask you," said the Prior, "the road to Rotherwood, the 
abode of Cedric the Saxon." 


"I myself am bound thither," replied the stranger; "and if I had a horse, I 
would be your guide, for the way is somewhat intricate, though perfectly well 
known to me." 


"Thou shalt have both thanks and reward, my friend," said the Prior, "if thou 
wilt bring us to Cedric's in safety." 


And he caused one of his attendants to mount his own led horse, and give 
that upon which he had hitherto ridden to the stranger, who was to serve for a 
guide. 

Their conductor pursued an opposite road from that which Wamba had 
recommended, for the purpose of misleading them. The path soon led deeper 
into the woodland, and crossed more than one brook, the approach to which was 
rendered perilous by the marshes through which it flowed; but the stranger 
seemed to know, as if by instinct, the soundest ground and the safest points of 
passage; and by dint of caution and attention, brought the party safely into a 
wilder avenue than any they had yet seen; and, pointing to a large low irregular 


Thesaurus 
abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, respectful, mannered, refined, civil, hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, obliging. parlous, precarious, risky, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. exclaiming: (n) deuce, Dickens, treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, blow, ejaculation, exclaim, devil, ANTONYM: (adj) secure. 
strength, percussion, agency, hollow, interjection, ecphonesis. twilight: (7) nightfall, night, sunset, 
depression, might, impression; (adj) obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, firmness, gloaming, evening, sundown, 
delve. bullheadedness, determination, eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
discourteous: (adj) brusque, abrupt, contumacy, mulishness, impenitence, aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
unmannered, curt, gruff, impertinent, resolve, resoluteness, impenitency, sunrise. 
insolent, offensive, rude, churlish, pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) wilder: (n) Samuel Wilder, Thornton 
tactless. ANTONYMS: (adj) cooperation, compliance. Niven Wilder, Thornton Wilder, Billy 


courteous, polite, gracious, perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, Wilder. 
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building at the upper extremity, he said to the Prior, "Yonder is Rotherwood, the 
dwelling of Cedric the Saxon." 


This was a joyful intimation to Aymer, whose nerves were none of the 
strongest, and who had suffered such agitation and alarm in the course of 
passing through the dangerous bogs, that he had not yet had the curiosity to ask 
his guide a single question. Finding himself now at his ease and near shelter, his 
curiosity began to awake, and he demanded of the guide who and what he was. 


"A Palmer, just returned from the Holy Land," was the answer. 


"You had better have tarried there to fight for the recovery of the Holy 
Sepulchre," said the Templar. 


"True, Reverend Sir Knight," answered the Palmer, to whom the appearance 
of the Templar seemed perfectly familiar; "but when those who are under oath to 
recover the holy city, are found travelling at such a distance from the scene of 
their duties, can you wonder that a peaceful peasant like me should decline the 
task which they have abandoned?" 


The Templar would have made an angry reply, but was interrupted by the 
Prior, who again expressed his astonishment, that their guide, after such long 
absence, should be so perfectly acquainted with the passes of the forest. 


"I was born a native of these parts," answered their guide, and as he made the 
reply they stood before the mansion of Cedric;--a low irregular building, 
containing several court-yards or enclosures, extending over a considerable 
space of ground, and which, though its size argued the inhabitant to be a person 
of wealth, differed entirely from the tall, turretted, and castellated buildings in 
which the Norman nobility resided, and which had become the universal style of 
architecture throughout England. 


Rotherwood was not, however, without defences; no habitation, in that 
disturbed period, could have been so, without the risk of being plundered and 
burnt before the next morning. A deep fosse, or ditch, was drawn round the 
whole building, and filled with water from a neighbouring stream. A double 
stockade, or palisade, composed of pointed beams, which the adjacent forest 


Thesaurus 


castellated: (adj) castled, crenelated, 


battlemented, casemated, crenellated; 


(v) machicolated, loopholed; (n) 
fancier. 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell. 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 


average, minimum, head, leniency. 

fosse: (n) dyke, moat, ditch, trench, 
trough, entrenchment; (v) bulwark, 
intrenchment. 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger. 

intimation: (n) hint, inkling, 
implication, insinuation, suggestion, 
clue, allusion, indication, cue, notice, 


innuendo. 

palisade: (n, v) fence, palisado, wall; 
(n) paling, pale, post, barricade, 
fencing; (v) circumvallate, fence in, 
sangar. 

plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 
raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 
fleeced, ransacked. 

stockade: (n) fence, penal institution, 
fortification, concentration camp, 
enclosure, penitentiary, prison, 
barricade, parapet, laager; (v) haha. 
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supplied, defended the outer and inner bank of the trench. There was an 
entrance from the west through the outer stockade, which communicated by a 
drawbridge, with a similar opening in the interior defences. Some precautions 
had been taken to place those entrances under the protection of projecting angles, 
by which they might be flanked in case of need by archers or slingers. 


Before this entrance the Templar wound his horn loudly; for the rain, which 
had long threatened, began now to descend with great violence. 


Thesaurus 
began: (v) Gan. horn: (n) car horn, antler, klaxon, jutting, protrusive, pendent; (adj, v) 
defended: (adj) shielded, secured, cornet, French horn, ivory, foghorn, overhanging, jutting over, salient; (v) 
watched over, secure, sacred. cornu, alarm, trumpet, arm. beetling, protuberant, convex. 
descend: (v) settle, condescend, down, loudly: (adv) vociferously, noisily, trench: (n, v) drain, ditch, hollow; (n) 
drop, deign, subside, go down, loud, clamorously, showily, strongly, furrow, groove, gutter, dike, cut; (v) 
dismount, derive, get off, come flamboyantly, obstreperously, encroach, excavate, infringe. 
down. ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, luridly, boisterously; (adj, adv) forte. wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 
climb, float, scale, increase, level, ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, thinly, damage, scratch, stab, sting; (1) 
mount. silently, piano, pleasantly. injury; (v) offend, injure. 
drawbridge: (n) fire escape, draw- precautions: (n) protection, defense, ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
bridge, bridge, drawbridge sign, lift safety net. cure, repair. 


bridge. projecting: (adj) projected, protruding, 
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CHAPTER III 


Then (sad relief!) from the bleak coast that hears 
The German Ocean roar, deep-blooming, strong, 
And yellow hair'd, the blue-eyed Saxon came. 
Thomson's Liberty 


In a hall, the height of which was greatly disproportioned to its extreme 
length and width, a long oaken table, formed of planks rough-hewn from the 
forest, and which had scarcely received anu polish, stood ready prepared for the 
evening meal of Cedric the Saxon. The roof, composed of beams and rafters, had 
nothing to divide the apartment from the sky excepting the planking and thatch; 
there was a huge fireplace at either end of the hall, but as the chimneys were 
constructed in a very clumsy manner, at least as much of the smoke found its 
way into the apartment as escaped by the proper vent. The constant vapour 
which this occasioned, had polished the rafters and beams of the low-browed 
hall, by encrusting them with a black varnish of soot. On the sides of the 
apartment hung implements of war and of the chase, and there were at each 
corner folding doors, which gave access to other parts of the extensive building. 


The other appointments of the mansion partook of the rude simplicity of the 
Saxon period, which Cedric piqued himself upon maintaining. The floor was 
composed of earth mixed with lime, trodden into a hard substance, such as is 
often employed in flooring our modern barns. For about one quarter of the 


Thesaurus 
blue-eyed: (adj) pet, favorite, precious, apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, crude, rude. 
pure, dear. outfit, hardware, trappings. soot: (n) smut, lampblack, carbon 
chimneys: (n) chimney. piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, black, grime, carbon, crock, dirt; (adj) 
disproportioned: (adj) undue. irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in ink, ebony, coal pitch, jet. 
flooring: (n) floorboard, floors, base, arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
ground, bottom, floored, level, story, excited. ANTONYM: (adj) thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, tile, 
carpeting, bell deck, bridge decking. unconcerned. sea rover, roofing material, sea 
folding: (n) foldaway, plication, planking: (n) sheathing, wooden robber, hair. 
foldable, bend, crease, bending, planking, side plating, plating, trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
flexure, pleating, collapsable, manual labour, manual labor, hull beaten, compressed, packed down. 
collapsible, doubling. plating, bottom, hull planking. ANTONYM: (adj) loose. 


implements: (n) equipment, rough-hewn: (adj) rugged, rough, 
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length of the apartment, the floor was raised by a step, and this space, which was 
called the dais, was occupied only by the principal members of the family, and 
visitors of distinction. For this purpose, a table richly covered with scarlet cloth 
was placed transversely across the platform, from the middle of which ran the 
longer and lower board, at which the domestics and inferior persons fed, down 
towards the bottom of the hall. The whole resembled the form of the letter T, or 
some of those ancient dinner-tables, which, arranged on the same principles, 
may be still seen in the antique Colleges of Oxford or Cambridge. Massive chairs 
and settles of carved oak were placed upon the dais, and over these seats and the 
more elevated table was fastened a canopy of cloth, which served in some degree 
to protect the dignitaries who occupied that distinguished station from the 
weather, and especially from the rain, which in some places found its way 
through the ill-constructed roof. 


The walls of this upper end of the hall, as far as the dais extended, were 
covered with hangings or curtains, and upon the floor there was a carpet, both of 
which were adorned with some attempts at tapestry, or embroidery, executed 
with brilliant or rather gaudy colouring. Over the lower range of table, the roof, 
as we have noticed, had no covering; the rough plastered walls were left bare, 
and the rude earthen floor was uncarpeted; the board was uncovered by a cloth, 
and rude massive benches supplied the place of chairs. 


In the centre of the upper table, were placed two chairs more elevated than 
the rest, for the master and mistress of the family, who presided over the scene of 
hospitality, and from doing so derived their Saxon title of honour, which 
signifies "the Dividers of Bread." 


To each of these chairs was added a footstool, curiously carved and inlaid 
with ivory, which mark of distinction was peculiar to them. One of these seats 
was at present occupied by Cedric the Saxon, who, though but in rank a thane, 
or, as the Normans called him, a Franklin, felt, at the delay of his evening meal, 
an irritable impatience, which might have become an alderman, whether of 
ancient or of modern times. 


Thesaurus 
adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, stage, chair, pedestal, pulpit, seat, hangings: (n) long curtains. 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, ambo, woolsack, estrade. plastered: (adj) drunk, tight, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, intoxicated, pixilated, loaded, soaked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned. earthenware. sloshed, smashed, wet, inebriated, 
alderman: (n) councilman, constable, footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, pissed. 
portreeve, warden, ealdorman, footboard, Ottoman. thane: (n) lord, baron, earl, viscount, 
deputy mayor, seneschal, gaudy: (adj) flashy, loud, showy, nobleman, citizen, banneret, noble. 
councilwoman, burgomaster, garish, flamboyant, tasteless, colorful, transversely: (adj, adv) obliquely, 
Corregidor. tacky, brassy, tawdry, florid. athwart, thwart, across, thwartly; 
benches: (n) bleachers. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, (adv) transversally, crossways, 
chairs: (n) seats. restrained, muted, drab, modest, crossly, crosswisely, cross, 


dais: (n) platform, podium, rostrum, dull, quality. diagonally. 
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It appeared, indeed, from the countenance of this proprietor, that he was of a 
frank, but hasty and choleric temper. He was not above the middle stature, but 
broad-shouldered, long-armed, and powerfully made, like one accustomed to 
endure the fatigue of war or of the chase; his face was broad, with large blue eyes, 
open and frank features, fine teeth, and a well formed head, altogether 
expressive of that sort of good-humour which often lodges with a sudden and 
hasty temper. Pride and jealousy there was in his eye, for his life had been spent 
in asserting rights which were constantly liable to invasion; and the prompt, fiery, 
and resolute disposition of the man, had been kept constantly upon the alert by 
the circumstances of his situation. His long yellow hair was equally divided on 
the top of his head and upon his brow, and combed down on each side to the 
length of his shoulders; it had but little tendency to grey, although Cedric was 
approaching to his sixtieth year. 


His dress was a tunic of forest green, furred at the throat and cuffs with what 
was called minever; a kind of fur inferior in quality to ermine, and formed, it is 
believed, of the skin of the grey squirrel. This doublet hung unbuttoned over a 
close dress of scarlet which sate tight to his body; he had breeches of the same, 
but they did not reach below the lower part of the thigh, leaving the knee 
exposed. His feet had sandals of the same fashion with the peasants, but of finer 
materials, and secured in the front with golden clasps. He had bracelets of gold 
upon his arms, and a broad collar of the same precious metal around his neck. 
About his waist he wore a richly-studded belt, in which was stuck a short 
straight two-edged sword, with a sharp point, so disposed as to hang almost 
perpendicularly by his side. Behind his seat was hung a scarlet cloth cloak lined 
with fur, and a cap of the same materials richly embroidered, which completed 
the dress of the opulent landholder when he chose to go forth. A short boar- 
spear, with a broad and bright steel head, also reclined against the back of his 
chair, which served him, when he walked abroad, for the purposes of a staff or of 
a weapon, as chance might require. 


Several domestics, whose dress held various proportions betwixt the richness 
of their master's, and the coarse and simple attire of Gurth the swine-herd, 


Thesaurus 
bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, erectly, straightly, upright, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, exaggerated, bewrought, decorated. orthogonally, sheerly, precipitously, 
ornaments. ermine: (n) purple, pelt, fur, weasel, normally, plumb; (adv, v) sheer; (adj, 
choleric: (adj) angry, irascible, pall, shorttail weasel, mantle, toga, adv) directly. 
passionate, peppery, fiery, millinery, robes of state. sate: (v) fill, satisfy, glut, satiate, pall, 
cantankerous, quick-tempered, furred: (adj) hairy, hirsute, fur lined, saturate, gorge, take, surfeit, content, 
quarrelsome, cross, snappish, wooly, fuzzy. replete. 
hotheaded. landholder: (n) landlord, landowner, unbuttoned: (adj) unobstructed, 
doublet: (n) pair, couple, waistcoat, laird, owner, squire, Franklin, untrammeled, unchecked, 
CHUDDER, barbe, gabardine, freeholder, abutter, possessor, tenant, unconfined, unprevented, 
double, jacket, jubbah, oilskins, leaseholder. ANTONYM: (n) tenant. unhindered, uncaught, unrestrained, 


camisole. perpendicularly: (adv) uprightly, unlaced, unfastened, unconstrained. 
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watched the looks and waited the commands of the Saxon dignitary. Two or 
three servants of a superior order stood behind their master upon the dais; the 
rest occupied the lower part of the hall. Other attendants there were of a 
different description; two or three large and shaggy greyhounds, such as were 
then employed in hunting the stag and wolf; as many slow-hounds of a large 
bony breed, with thick necks, large heads, and long ears; and one or two of the 
smaller dogs, now called terriers, which waited with impatience the arrival of the 
supper; but, with the sagacious knowledge of physiognomy peculiar to their 
race, forbore to intrude upon the moody silence of their master, apprehensive 
probably of a small white truncheon which lay by Cedric's trencher, for the 
purpose of repelling the advances of his four-legged dependants. One grisly old 
wolf-dog alone, with the liberty of an indulged favourite, had planted himself 
close by the chair of state, and occasionally ventured to solicit notice by putting 
his large hairy head upon his master's knee, or pushing his nose into his hand. 
Even he was repelled by the stern command, "Down, Balder, down! I am not in 
the humour for foolery." 


In fact, Cedric, as we have observed, was in no very placid state of mind. The 
Lady Rowena, who had been absent to attend an evening mass at a distant 
church, had but just returned, and was changing her garments, which had been 
wetted by the storm. There were as yet no tidings of Gurth and his charge, 
which should long since have been driven home from the forest and such was 
the insecurity of the period, as to render it probable that the delay might be 
explained by some depreciation of the outlaws, with whom the adjacent forest 
abounded, or by the violence of some neighbouring baron, whose consciousness 
of strength made him equally negligent of the laws of property. The matter was 
of consequence, for great part of the domestic wealth of the Saxon proprietors 
consisted in numerous herds of swine, especially in forest-land, where those 
animals easily found their food. 

Besides these subjects of anxiety, the Saxon thane was impatient for the 


presence of his favourite clown Wamba, whose jests, such as they were, served 
for a sort of seasoning to his evening meal, and to the deep draughts of ale and 


Thesaurus 
draughts: (n) solitaire, go bang, repellent, loathsome, disgusting, pray, importune, require, apply, 
backgammon, misere chess, chess, repel, severe, repulsion, powerful, implore, demand; (adj, v) court. 
dominos, board game. wicked, yucky. tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
grisly: (adj) grim, gruesome, sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, message, report, word, advice, 
forbidding, frightful, macabre, discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, communication, dispute, wind, 
fearful, formidable, eerie, terrific, discerning, keen, perspicacious, statement, tiding. 
redoubtable, horrendous. intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: trencher: (n) dish, platter, chopping 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. (adj) foolish, stupid, dense. board, porringer, potager, ditch 
physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, seasoning: (n) flavor, flavoring, digger, saucer, calabash, crucible. 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, salt, truncheon: (n) stick, cudgel, Billy, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy. zest, sauce, relish, cardamon. nightstick, baton, mace, bludgeon, 


repelling: (adj) offensive, repellant, solicit: (v) crave, request, petition, ask, staff, bat, switch, billystick. 
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wine with which he was in the habit of accompanying it. Add to all this, Cedric 
had fasted since noon, and his usual supper hour was long past, a cause of 
irritation common to country squires, both in ancient and modern times. His 
displeasure was expressed in broken sentences, partly muttered to himself, 
partly addressed to the domestics who stood around; and particularly to his 
cupbearer, who offered him from time to time, as a sedative, a silver goblet filled 
with wine --"Why tarries the Lady Rowena?" 


"She is but changing her head-gear," replied a female attendant, with as much 
confidence as the favourite lady's-maid usually answers the master of a modern 
family; "you would not wish her to sit down to the banquet in her hood and 
kirtle? and no lady within the shire can be quicker in arraying herself than my 
mistress." 


This undeniable argument produced a sort of acquiescent umph! on the part 
of the Saxon, with the addition, "I wish her devotion may choose fair weather for 
the next visit to St John's Kirk; --but what, in the name of ten devils," continued 
he, turning to the cupbearer, and raising his voice as if happy to have found a 
channel into which he might divert his indignation without fear or control-- 
"what, in the name of ten devils, keeps Gurth so long afield? I suppose we shall 
have an evil account of the herd; he was wont to be a faithful and cautious 
drudge, and I had destined him for something better; perchance I might even 
have made him one of my warders." 


Oswald the cupbearer modestly suggested, "that it was scarce an hour since 
the tolling of the curfew;" an ill-chosen apology, since it turned upon a topic so 
harsh to Saxon ears. 


"The foul fiend," exclaimed Cedric, "take the curfew-bell, and the tyrannical 
bastard by whom it was devised, and the heartless slave who names it with a 
Saxon tongue to a Saxon ear! The curfew!" he added, pausing, "ay, the curfew; 
which compels true men to extinguish their lights, that thieves and robbers may 
work their deeds in darkness!-- Ay, the curfew;--Reginald Front-de-Boeuf and 
Philip de Malvoisin know the use of the curfew as well as William the Bastard 
himself, or e'er a Norman adventurer that fought at Hastings. I shall hear, I 


Thesaurus 
e'er: (adv) ever, forever. 
goblet: (n) bowl, chalice, cup, mug, 
grail, beaker, basin, tumbler, 


acquiescent: (adj) agreeable, 
submissive, resigned, compliant, 
biddable, docile, meek, amenable, 


ataraxic, anodyne, soothing, 
soporific, analgesic; (n, v) sleeping 
pill. ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, 


yielding, passive, tractable. rummer, flask; (v) glass. painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) firm, assertive, kirtle: (n) dress, frock, tunic, cape, tolling: (n) kneel, passing bell, clangor, 
unwilling, stubborn, conflicting, tippet. pealing. 


intractable. 
devils: (n) unclean spirits. 


perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by 
chance, peradventure, accidentally, 


tyrannical: (adj) domineering, 
autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 


drudge: (n, v) slave, work; (v) toil, fag, 
moil, dig, grub, sweat, plod, grind; 
(n) hack. ANTONYMS: (v) dawdle, 
putter, loaf, idle, lounge. 


incidentally, mayhap, chance, 

haphazard, probably, haply. 
sedative: (n) depressant, downer, 

tranquilizer, Reseda; (adj) ataractic, 


overbearing, authoritarian, 
tyrannous, cruel, peremptory, 
tyrannic, lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
liberal, libertarian. 


56 Ivanhoe 


guess, that my property has been swept off to save from starving the hungry 
banditti, whom they cannot support but by theft and robbery. My faithful slave 
is murdered, and my goods are taken for a prey --and Wamba--where is Wamba? 
Said not some one he had gone forth with Gurth?" 


Oswald replied in the affirmative. 


"Ay? why this is better and better! he is carried off too, the Saxon fool, to 
serve the Norman lord. Fools are we all indeed that serve them, and fitter 
subjects for their scorn and laughter, than if we were born with but half our wits. 
But I will be avenged," he added, starting from his chair in impatience at the 
supposed injury, and catching hold of his boar-spear; "I will go with my 
complaint to the great council; I have friends, I have followers--man to man will I 
appeal the Norman to the lists; let him come in his plate and his mail, and all that 
can render cowardice bold; I have sent such a javelin as this through a stronger 
fence than three of their war shields!--Haply they think me old; but they shall 
find, alone and childless as I am, the blood of Hereward is in the veins of Cedric.- 
-Ah, Wilfred, Wilfred!" he exclaimed in a lower tone, "couldst thou have ruled 
thine unreasonable passion, thy father had not been left in his age like the 
solitary oak that throws out its shattered and unprotected branches against the 
full sweep of the tempest!" The reflection seemed to conjure into sadness his 
irritated feelings. Replacing his javelin, he resumed his seat, bent his looks 
downward, and appeared to be absorbed in melancholy reflection. 


From his musing, Cedric was suddenly awakened by the blast of a horn, 
which was replied to by the clamorous yells and barking of all the dogs in the 
hall, and some twenty or thirty which were quartered in other parts of the 
building. It cost some exercise of the white truncheon, well seconded by the 
exertions of the domestics, to silence this canine clamour. 


"To the gate, knaves!" said the Saxon, hastily, as soon as the tumult was so 
much appeased that the dependants could hear his voice. "See what tidings that 
horn tells us of--to announce, I ween, some hership and robbery which has been 
done upon my lands." 


Thesaurus 

appeased: (adj) content, pacate. poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, cogitation. 

canine: (n) canine tooth, canid, spirit, cravenness, timidity, oswald: (n) lee Harvey Oswald. 
dogtooth, eyetooth, cuspid, fang; (adj) fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. swept: (adj) clean. 
laniary, bovine, animal, feline, fishy. ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 

clamour: (n) clamoring, hue and cry, daring, determination. (n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
clamouring, blare, bedlam, uproar, javelin: (n) spear, lance, pike, dart, excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 
vociferation, tumult, hubbub, gaff, shaft, harpoon, weapon, fish, brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
exclamation; (v) utter. field event, spontoon. serenity, order, calm. 

conjure: (v) invoke, entreat, arouse, musing: (adj) contemplative, ween: (v) gather, draw an inference, 
juggle, bewitch, beseech, bid, conjure meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) collect, deduce, derive, make a 
up, evoke, implore, bring up. meditation, consideration, reflection, deduction, imagine, weet, Wene; (adj) 


cowardice: (n) dastardliness, rumination, reverie, thought, opine, conceive. 
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Returning in less than three minutes, a warder announced "that the Prior 
Aymer of Jorvaulx, and the good knight Brian de Bois-Guilbert, commander of 
the valiant and venerable order of Knights Templars, with a small retinue, 
requested hospitality and lodging for the night, being on their way to a 
tournament which was to be held not far from Ashby-de-la-Zouche, on the 
second day from the present." 


"Aymer, the Prior Aymer? Brian de Bois-Guilbert?"--muttered Cedric; 
"Normans both;--but Norman or Saxon, the hospitality of Rotherwood must not 
be impeached; they are welcome, since they have chosen to halt--more welcome 
would they have been to have ridden further on their way--But it were unworthy 
to murmur for a night's lodging and a night's food; in the quality of guests, at 
least, even Normans must suppress their insolence.--Go, Hundebert," he added, 
to a sort of major-domo who stood behind him with a white wand; "take six of 
the attendants, and introduce the strangers to the guests' lodging. Look after 
their horses and mules, and see their train lack nothing. Let them have change of 
vestments if they require it, and fire, and water to wash, and wine and ale; and 
bid the cooks add what they hastily can to our evening meal; and let it be put on 
the board when those strangers are ready to share it. Say to them, Hundebert, 
that Cedric would himself bid them welcome, but he is under a vow never to 
step more than three steps from the dais of his own hall to meet any who shares 
not the blood of Saxon royalty. Begone! see them carefully tended; let them not 
say in their pride, the Saxon churl has shown at once his poverty and his 
avarice." 

The major-domo departed with several attendants, to execute his master's 
commands. 

"The Prior Aymer!" repeated Cedric, looking to Oswald, "the brother, if I 
mistake not, of Giles de Mauleverer, now lord of Middleham?" 

Oswald made a respectful sign of assent. "His brother sits in the seat, and 


usurps the patrimony, of a better race, the race of Ulfgar of Middleham; but what 
Norman lord doth not the same? This Prior is, they say, a free and jovial priest, 


Thesaurus 
jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, ANTONYMS: (adj) cheeky, intrepid, fearless, heroic, audacious, 
glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, impudent, insolent, rude, gallant, daring, dauntless, stout, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe. contemptuous, disobedient, scornful, stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) afraid, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, nasty, sneering, irreverent, impolite. despicable. 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile. unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, vestments: (n) canonicals, dress, 
mules: (n) mule, scuffs, carpet slipper, disgraceful, ignoble, low, clothes, bedclothes, garb. 
scuff. contemptible, despicable, ugly, wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 
requested: (adj) demanded. unmerited, unseemly, shameful. verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
respectful: (adj) deferential, mannerly, ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff. 
dutiful, courteous, attentive, valuable, honorable, estimable, warder: (n) custodian, guard, keeper, 
obedient, reverential, regardful, reputable. turnkey, jailer, gaoler, custos, ranger, 


reverent, polite, humble. valiant: (adj) brave, courageous, janitor, ostiary, trepan. 
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who loves the wine-cup and the bugle-horn better than bell and book: Good; let 
him come, he shall be welcome. How named ye the Templar?" 


"Brian de Bois-Guilbert." 


"Bois-Guilbert," said Cedric, still in the musing, half-arguing tone, which the 
habit of living among dependants had accustomed him to employ, and which 
resembled a man who talks to himself rather than to those around him--"Bois- 
Guilbert? That name has been spread wide both for good and evil. They say he 
is valiant as the bravest of his order; but stained with their usual vices, pride, 
arrogance, cruelty, and voluptuousness; a hard-hearted man, who knows neither 
fear of earth, nor awe of heaven. So say the few warriors who have returned 
from Palestine.--Well; it is but for one night; he shall be welcome too.--Oswald, 
broach the oldest wine-cask; place the best mead, the mightiest ale, the richest 
morat, the most sparkling cider, the most odoriferous pigments, upon the board; 
fill the largest horns: Templars and Abbots love good wines and good measure. - 
-Elgitha, let thy Lady Rowena, know we shall not this night expect her in the hall, 
unless such be her especial pleasure." 


"But it will be her especial pleasure," answered Elgitha, with great readiness, 
"for she is ever desirous to hear the latest news from Palestine." 


Cedric darted at the forward damsel a glance of hasty resentment; but 
Rowena, and whatever belonged to her, were privileged and secure from his 
anger. He only replied, "Silence, maiden; thy tongue outruns thy discretion. Say 
my message to thy mistress, and let her do her pleasure. Here, at least, the 
descendant of Alfred still reigns a princess." Elgitha left the apartment. 


"Palestine!" repeated the Saxon; "Palestine! how many ears are turned to the 
tales which dissolute crusaders, or hypocritical pilgrims, bring from that fatal 
land! I too might ask--I too might enquire--I too might listen with a beating heart 
to fables which the wily strollers devise to cheat us into hospitality --but no--The 
son who has disobeyed me is no longer mine; nor will I concern myself more for 
his fate than for that of the most worthless among the millions that ever shaped 
the cross on their shoulder, rushed into excess and blood-guiltiness, and called it 
an accomplishment of the will of God." 


Thesaurus 
broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, redolent, unsavory. 
suggest, tap, open; (n, v) propose, upright, chaste, restrained, good, voluptuousness: (n) shapeliness, 
utter; (n) advance, drift, propound. resolute, virtuous, pure, cautious, lewdness, lasciviousness, 
ANTONYMS: (v) close, suppress. righteous, innocent. curvaceousness, lust, prurience, 
damsel: (n) demoiselle, damosel, hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless, delicacy, lechery, gratification, 
damozel, damoiselle, wench, maiden, ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, luxury, fullness. 
maid, girl, nymph, unmarried heartless, merciless, unaffected, wily: (adj) cunning, crafty, foxy, artful, 
woman, virgin. unconcerned, uninterested, cold- tricky, deceitful, designing, astute, 
dissolute: (adj, v) dissipated, fast, blooded. guileful; (adj, v) shrewd, subtle. 
wanton; (adj) abandoned, depraved, odoriferous: (adj) odorous, aromatic, ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
licentious, immoral, corrupt, balmy, sweet, spicy, scented, open, guileless, honest, ingenuous, 


profligate, degenerate; (adj, n) odorant, ambrosial, malodorous, straight. 
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He knit his brows, and fixed his eyes for an instant on the ground; as he 
raised them, the folding doors at the bottom of the hall were cast wide, and, 
preceded by the major-domo with his wand, and four domestics bearing blazing 
torches, the guests of the evening entered the apartment. 


bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing. 

blazing: (adj) flaming, afire, burning, 
ardent, aflame, glaring, bright, 
blatant, alight, passionate; (n) blaze. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) freezing, quiet. 

brows: (n) brow. 

cast: (n, v) throw, stamp, form, fling, 


Thesaurus 

shape, figure; (v) shed, pitch, chuck; 
(n) casting, appearance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, receive, 
subtract, reject, take, gather, catch, 
retain, keep. 

fixed: (adj, v) determined, durable; 
(adj, adv, v) stable; (adj) definite, 
intent, fast, determinate, certain, set; 


temporary, removable, portable. 

guests: (n) guest, visitors. 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, minute, 
jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) exigent; 
(adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow. 


(adj, adv, n) steady; (adj, n, v) constant. knit: (adj, v) tie, lace; (v) plait, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, separate, 


adaptable, adjustable, changeable, 
movable, variable, compliant, 


intertwine, bind, join, pucker, fasten, 
interlace; (adj) stitch, knitted. 
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CHAPTER IV 


With sheep and shaggy goats the porkers bled, 
And the proud steer was on the marble spread; 
With fire prepared, they deal the morsels round, 
Wine rosy bright the brimming goblets crown'd. 
Disposed apart, Ulysses shares the treat; 
A trivet table and ignobler seat, 
The Prince assigns- 
Odyssey, Book XXI 


The Prior Aymer had taken the opportunity afforded him, of changing his 
riding robe for one of yet more costly materials, over which he wore a cope 
curiously embroidered. Besides the massive golden signet ring, which marked 
his ecclesiastical dignity, his fingers, though contrary to the canon, were loaded 
with precious gems; his sandals were of the finest leather which was imported 
from Spain; his beard trimmed to as small dimensions as his order would 
possibly permit, and his shaven crown concealed by a scarlet cap richly 
embroidered. 


The appearance of the Knight Templar was also changed; and, though less 
studiously bedecked with ornament, his dress was as rich, and his appearance 
far more commanding, than that of his companion. He had exchanged his shirt 
of mail for an under tunic of dark purple silk, garnished with furs, over which 


Thesaurus 


bedecked: (adj) decked out, decorated, 
ornate, ornamented. 

bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla. 

brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, unfilled. 

garnished: (adj) fancier, elaborate. 

gems: (n) jewels, Gemes, jewellery, 
trinkets, ornaments, charms. 

sandals: (n) beach sandals, thongs. 


shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy. 

shaven: (adj) bald, clipped, tonsured, 
not, smooth, hairless. 

signet: (n) sigil, completion, key, 
ratification, signature, imprint, 


talisman, mark, cachet, stamp, arms. 


studiously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, busily, earnestly, 


carefully, eagerly, bookishly; (adj, 
adv) designedly; (adj) knowingly, 
purposely, wittingly. 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, gelded, 
emasculated, demure, cunning, sly. 

trivet: (n) bracket, stand, board, shelf, 
ledge, poker, tongs, hob, shovel, 
tripod, support. 

tunic: (n) tunicate, tunicle, tabard, 
adventitia, chiton, surcoat, tunica, 
jacket, robe, coat, integument. 
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flowed his long robe of spotless white, in ample folds. The eight-pointed cross 
of his order was cut on the shoulder of his mantle in black velvet. The high cap 
no longer invested his brows, which were only shaded by short and thick curled 
hair of a raven blackness, corresponding to his unusually swart complexion. 
Nothing could be more gracefully majestic than his step and manner, had they 
not been marked by a predominant air of haughtiness, easily acquired by the 
exercise of unresisted authority. 


These two dignified persons were followed by their respective attendants, 
and at a more humble distance by their guide, whose figure had nothing more 
remarkable than it derived from the usual weeds of a pilgrim. A cloak or mantle 
of coarse black serge, enveloped his whole body. It was in shape something like 
the cloak of a modern hussar, having similar flaps for covering the arms, and was 
called a "Sclaveyn", or "Sclavonian". Coarse sandals, bound with thongs, on his 
bare feet; a broad and shadowy hat, with cockle-shells stitched on its brim, and a 
long staff shod with iron, to the upper end of which was attached a branch of 
palm, completed the palmer's attire. He followed modestly the last of the train 
which entered the hall, and, observing that the lower table scarce afforded room 
sufficient for the domestics of Cedric and the retinue of his guests, he withdrew 
to a settle placed beside and almost under one of the large chimneys, and seemed 
to employ himself in drying his garments, until the retreat of some one should 
make room at the board, or the hospitality of the steward should supply him 
with refreshments in the place he had chosen apart. 


Cedric rose to receive his guests with an air of dignified hospitality, and, 
descending from the dais, or elevated part of his hall, made three steps towards 
them, and then awaited their approach. 


"I grieve," he said, "reverend Prior, that my vow binds me to advance no 
farther upon this floor of my fathers, even to receive such guests as you, and this 
valiant Knight of the Holy Temple. But my steward has expounded to you the 
cause of my seeming discourtesy. Let me also pray, that you will excuse my 
speaking to you in my native language, and that you will reply in the same if 


Thesaurus 
attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, wear; condescension, conceit, snobbishness, spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
(n) costume, garment, outfit, clothes; _ lordliness, imperiousness, hauteur, innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
(v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. contempt, superiority, arrogant. chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, strip, ANTONYMS: (n) humility, unblemished, stainless. 
unclothe; (n) nakedness. humbleness. ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
discourtesy: (n) indignity, rudeness, raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
incivility, affront, contempt, harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) tainted, guilty, blameworthy, impure, 
contumely, insult, abruptness, black, jet; (n, v) gorge. imperfect. 
brusqueness, impudence, bad serge: (n) cloth, fabric, material. swart: (adj) pitchy, swarthy, dark, 
manners. ANTONYMS: (n) shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) fuliginous, black, murky, sooty, 
politeness, civility. clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) malignant, inky, gloomy; (n) 


haughtiness: (n) pride, disdain, discalced. brunette. 
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your knowledge of it permits; if not, I sufficiently understand Norman to follow 
your meaning." 


"Vows," said the Abbot, "must be unloosed, worthy Franklin, or permit me 
rather to say, worthy Thane, though the title is antiquated. Vows are the knots 
which tie us to Heaven--they are the cords which bind the sacrifice to the horns 
of the altar, --and are therefore,--as I said before,--to be unloosened and 
discharged, unless our holy Mother Church shall pronounce the contrary. And 
respecting language, I willingly hold communication in that spoken by my 
respected grandmother, Hilda of Middleham, who died in odour of sanctity, 
little short, if we may presume to say so, of her glorious namesake, the blessed 
Saint Hilda of Whitby, God be gracious to her soul!" 


When the Prior had ceased what he meant as a conciliatory harangue, his 
companion said briefly and emphatically, "I speak ever French, the language of 
King Richard and his nobles; but I understand English sufficiently to 
communicate with the natives of the country." 


Cedric darted at the speaker one of those hasty and impatient glances, which 
comparisons between the two rival nations seldom failed to call forth; but, 
recollecting the duties of hospitality, he suppressed further show of resentment, 
and, motioning with his hand, caused his guests to assume two seats a little 
lower than his own, but placed close beside him, and gave a signal that the 
evening meal should be placed upon the board. 


While the attendants hastened to obey Cedric's commands, his eye 
distinguished Gurth the swineherd, who, with his companion Wamba, had just 
entered the hall. "Send these loitering knaves up hither," said the Saxon, 
impatiently. And when the culprits came before the dais,--"How comes it, 
villains! that you have loitered abroad so late as this? Hast thou brought home 
thy charge, sirrah Gurth, or hast thou left them to robbers and marauders?" 


"The herd is safe, so please ye," said Gurth. 


"But it does not please me, thou knave," said Cedric, "that I should be made 
to suppose otherwise for two hours, and sit here devising vengeance against my 


Thesaurus 
conciliatory: (adj) complaisant, pacific, mapmaking, making; (adj) soul, human, mortal, individual, 
mollifying, propitiatory, friendly, cartographical, original, cartographic. cognominal. 
appeasing, conciliating, harangue: (v) declaim; (n) rant, screed, natives: (n) nation, populace, 
compromising, pacificatory, address, tirade, oration, diatribe, community, citizens, public. 
assuaging, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) sermon; (n, v) lecture, discourse, pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
provocative, challenging, hostile, stump. affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
aggressive, stubborn, bellicose, hastened: (adj) careless. proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) deliver, 
belligerent, fighting, antagonizing, loitering: (n) delay, dalliance; (adj) utter. ANTONYM: (v) mumble. 
uncompromising, antagonistic. slow, dilatory, delaying, inactive, respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
cords: (n) trousers, bands, line, strings, truant, trifling, tardy; (v) loiter; (adv) apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
corduroys, raised bands. loiteringly. (adj) relative, not absolute, 


devising: (n) cartography, devisal, namesake: (n) somebody, someone, pertaining, referring, loving. 
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neighbours for wrongs they have not done me. I tell thee, shackles and the 
prison-house shall punish the next offence of this kind." 


Gurth, knowing his master's irritable temper, attempted no exculpation; but 
the Jester, who could presume upon Cedric's tolerance, by virtue of his privileges 
as a fool, replied for them both; "In troth, uncle Cedric, you are neither wise nor 
reasonable to-night." 


"How, sir?" said his master; "you shall to the porter's lodge, and taste of the 
discipline there, if you give your foolery such license." 


"First let your wisdom tell me," said Wamba, "is it just and reasonable to 
punish one person for the fault of another?" 


"Certainly not, fool," answered Cedric. 


"Then why should you shackle poor Gurth, uncle, for the fault of his dog 
Fangs? for I dare be sworn we lost not a minute by the way, when we had got 
our herd together, which Fangs did not manage until we heard the vesper-bell." 


"Then hang up Fangs," said Cedric, turning hastily towards the swineherd, "if 
the fault is his, and get thee another dog." 


"Under favour, uncle," said the Jester, "that were still somewhat on the bow- 
hand of fair justice; for it was no fault of Fangs that he was lame and could not 
gather the herd, but the fault of those that struck off two of his fore-claws, an 
operation for which, if the poor fellow had been consulted, he would scarce have 
given his voice." 


"And who dared to lame an animal which belonged to my bondsman?" said 
the Saxon, kindling in wrath. 


"Marry, that did old Hubert," said Wamba, "Sir Philip de Malvoisin's keeper 
of the chase. He caught Fangs strolling in the forest, and said he chased the deer 
contrary to his master's right, as warden of the walk." 


"The foul fiend take Malvoisin," answered the Saxon, "and his keeper both! I 
will teach them that the wood was disforested in terms of the great Forest 
Charter. But enough of this. Go to, knave, go to thy place--and thou, Gurth, get 


Thesaurus 
attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. imbecility, lunacy. 
exculpation: (n) absolution, kindling: (n) combustion, firing, 

justification, apology, excuse, pardon, ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, 


neighbours: (n) neighborhood. 
shackle: (n, v) hamper, chain, 
handcuff, gyve, cramp, tether; (v) 


clearance, defense, acquittal, alibi, 
vindication, pity. 

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel. 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery, 
foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 
inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 


firewood, dismissal; (v) ignite, 
agitate, kindle. 

knave: (n) cheat, jack, blackguard, 
crook, rascal, villain, cad, scalawag, 
scallywag, scoundrel, varlet. 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, 
becripple. 


bind, hobble, manacle, confine; (n) 
bond. ANTONYMS: (v) free, 
facilitate, release. 

shackles: (n) handcuffs, manacles, 
chains, cuffs, irons; (v) confine. 

troth: (n) faith, engagement, betrothal, 
plight, vow, loyalty, espousal, 
fidelity, truth, verity, veracity. 

wrongs: (n) mala. 
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thee another dog, and should the keeper dare to touch it, I will mar his archery; 
the curse of a coward on my head, if I strike not off the forefinger of his right 
hand!--he shall draw bowstring no more. --I crave your pardon, my worthy 
guests. I am beset here with neighbours that match your infidels, Sir Knight, in 
Holy Land. But your homely fare is before you; feed, and let welcome make 
amends for hard fare." 


The feast, however, which was spread upon the board, needed no apologies 
from the lord of the mansion. Swine's flesh, dressed in several modes, appeared 
on the lower part of the board, as also that of fowls, deer, goats, and hares, and 
various kinds of fish, together with huge loaves and cakes of bread, and sundry 
confections made of fruits and honey. The smaller sorts of wild-fowl, of which 
there was abundance, were not served up in platters, but brought in upon small 
wooden spits or broaches, and offered by the pages and domestics who bore 
them, to each guest in succession, who cut from them such a portion as he 
pleased. Beside each person of rank was placed a goblet of silver; the lower 
board was accommodated with large drinking horns. 


When the repast was about to commence, the major-domo, or steward, 
suddenly raising his wand, said aloud,--"Forbear! --Place for the Lady Rowena." 


A side-door at the upper end of the hall now opened behind the banquet 
table, and Rowena, followed by four female attendants, entered the apartment. 
Cedric, though surprised, and perhaps not altogether agreeably so, at his ward 
appearing in public on this occasion, hastened to meet her, and to conduct her, 
with respectful ceremony, to the elevated seat at his own right hand, 
appropriated to the lady of the mansion. All stood up to receive her; and, 
replying to their courtesy by a mute gesture of salutation, she moved gracefully 
forward to assume her place at the board. Ere she had time to do so, the Templar 
whispered to the Prior, "I shall wear no collar of gold of yours at the tournament. 
The Chian wine is your own." 


"Said I not so?" answered the Prior; "but check your raptures, the Franklin 
observes you." 


Thesaurus 
accommodated: (adj) meet. confections: (n) confectionery. lunch, refection, collation, luncheon, 
amends: (n) atonement, compensation, forefinger: (n) index finger, index, spread, potluck, eating. 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, forefingers, paw, thumb, hand, replying: (adj) respondent, responsive. 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, exponent, antenna, feeler. salutation: (n, v) salute; (n) reception, 
requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration. fowls: (n) poultry. hail, hello, welcome, address, 
apologies: (n) regret. hares: (n) Lagomorpha. compliment, hullo, recognition, 
appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, interpellation, pax. 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, sundry: (adj) several, different, 
condemned, seized, reserved. dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) quiet, diverse, assorted, miscellaneous, 
bowstring: (v) behead, electrocute, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) talkative, many, varied, mixed, divers, various; 
hang, strangle, turn off; (n, v) gibbet; speaking, spoken; (v) amplify. (n) sundries. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


(n) gallows, drop, halter, tree, rope. repast: (n) feast, food, banquet, dinner, uniform, homogeneous. 
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Unheeding this remonstrance, and accustomed only to act upon the 
immediate impulse of his own wishes, Brian de Bois-Guilbert kept his eyes 
riveted on the Saxon beauty, more striking perhaps to his imagination, because 
differing widely from those of the Eastern sultanas. 


Formed in the best proportions of her sex, Rowena was tall in stature, yet not 
so much so as to attract observation on account of superior height. Her 
complexion was exquisitely fair, but the noble cast of her head and features 
prevented the insipidity which sometimes attaches to fair beauties. Her clear 
blue eye, which sate enshrined beneath a graceful eyebrow of brown sufficiently 
marked to give expression to the forehead, seemed capable to kindle as well as 
melt, to command as well as to beseech. If mildness were the more natural 
expression of such a combination of features, it was plain, that in the present 
instance, the exercise of habitual superiority, and the reception of general 
homage, had given to the Saxon lady a loftier character, which mingled with and 
qualified that bestowed by nature. Her profuse hair, of a colour betwixt brown 
and flaxen, was arranged in a fanciful and graceful manner in numerous ringlets, 
to form which art had probably aided nature. These locks were braided with 
gems, and, being worn at full length, intimated the noble birth and free-born 
condition of the maiden. A golden chain, to which was attached a small 
reliquary of the same metal, hung round her neck. She wore bracelets on her 
arms, which were bare. Her dress was an under-gown and kirtle of pale sea- 
green silk, over which hung a long loose robe, which reached to the ground, 
having very wide sleeves, which came down, however, very little below the 
elbow. This robe was crimson, and manufactured out of the very finest wool. A 
veil of silk, interwoven with gold, was attached to the upper part of it, which 
could be, at the wearer's pleasure, either drawn over the face and bosom after the 
Spanish fashion, or disposed as a sort of drapery round the shoulders. 


When Rowena perceived the Knight Templar's eyes bent on her with an 
ardour, that, compared with the dark caverns under which they moved, gave 
them the effect of lighted charcoal, she drew with dignity the veil around her 
face, as an intimation that the determined freedom of his glance was disagreeable. 


Thesaurus 
aided: (adj) power, favored. pale, golden, arenaceous, sandy, benignity, compassion, goodness; (n) 
beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, farinaceous; (n) blonde. lenity, mercy, meekness, leniency, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, insipidity: (n) flatness, insipidness, lenience, tenderness. ANTONYMS: 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, _ blandness, insulsity, jargon, (n) roughness, pungency. 
offer, grant, reject. platitude, depression, dejection, reliquary: (n) casket, desk, caisson, 
braided: (adj) curled, decorated, artful, boredom, idiocy. pix, pyx, chest, box, bureau, coffer, 
tressed, breaded. kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, case, container. 
drapery: (n) drape, clothing, dress, arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, remonstrance: (n) protest, 
blind, raiment, costume, toilette, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
furnishings, trim, guise, toilet. ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, censure, remonstration, 
enshrined: (adj) hallowed. calm, extinguish, quench, stifle. reprehension, admonition, 


flaxen: (adj) flaxy, fair, blond, light, mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, kindness, monstrance, mediation, dehortation. 
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Cedric saw the motion and its cause. "Sir Templar," said he, "the cheeks of our 
Saxon maidens have seen too little of the sun to enable them to bear the fixed 
glance of a crusader." 


"If I have offended," replied Sir Brian, "I crave your pardon, --that is, I crave 
the Lady Rowena's pardon,--for my humility will carry me no lower." 


"The Lady Rowena," said the Prior, "has punished us all, in chastising the 
boldness of my friend. Let me hope she will be less cruel to the splendid train 
which are to meet at the tournament." 


"Our going thither," said Cedric, "is uncertain. I love not these vanities, 
which were unknown to my fathers when England was free." 


"Let us hope, nevertheless," said the Prior, "our company may determine you 
to travel thitherward; when the roads are so unsafe, the escort of Sir Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert is not to be despised." 


"Sir Prior," answered the Saxon, "wheresoever I have travelled in this land, I 
have hitherto found myself, with the assistance of my good sword and faithful 
followers, in no respect needful of other aid. At present, if we indeed journey to 
Ashby-de-la-Zouche, we do so with my noble neighbour and countryman 
Athelstane of Coningsburgh, and with such a train as would set outlaws and 
feudal enemies at defiance.--I drink to you, Sir Prior, in this cup of wine, which I 
trust your taste will approve, and I thank you for your courtesy. Should you be 
so rigid in adhering to monastic rule," he added, "as to prefer your acid 
preparation of milk, I hope you will not strain courtesy to do me reason." 


"Nay," said the Priest, laughing, "it is only in our abbey that we confine 
ourselves to the 'lac dulce' or the 'lac acidum' either. Conversing with, the world, 
we use the world's fashions, and therefore I answer your pledge in this honest 
wine, and leave the weaker liquor to my lay-brother." 

"And I" said the Templar, filling his goblet, "drink wassail to the fair 
Rowena; for since her namesake introduced the word into England, has never 
been one more worthy of such a tribute. By my faith, I could pardon the 


Thesaurus 

adhering: (adj, v) adhesive; (n) free, liberate, broaden. travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan. 
adherence; (adj) partisan; (prep) on; countryman: (n) peasant, villager, unsafe: (adj) dangerous, perilous, 
(v) cohesive. rustic, native, churl, compatriot, insecure, hazardous, treacherous, 

boldness: (n) prowess, face, daring, carle, fellow countryman, clown, uncertain, precarious, shaky, 
valor, nerve, assurance, heroism, hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) unreliable, harmful, chancy. 
audaciousness, spirit, cheek, valour. foreigner, outlander. ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, secure, 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, shyness, humility: (n) diffidence, modesty, harmless, protected, reliable, 
timidity, meekness, reticence. submission, shyness, meekness, sensible, stable. 

confine: (n, v) bound, border, limit; (v) lowliness, timidity, trait, humiliation, wassail: (v) carouse, pledge, drink, 
bind, restrain, circumscribe, tie, resignation; (adj) veneration. toast, negus, make whoopie, make 
incarcerate, hold; (n) boundary, ANTONYMS: (n) haughtiness, merry; (n) symposium, regale; (adj) 


bounds. ANTONYMS: (v) release, affectation, conceit, arrogance. carousal, jollification. 
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unhappy Vortigern, had he half the cause that we now witness, for making 
shipwreck of his honour and his kingdom." 


"I will spare your courtesy, Sir Knight," said Rowena with dignity, and 
without unveiling herself; "or rather I will tax it so far as to require of you the 
latest news from Palestine, a theme more agreeable to our English ears than the 
compliments which your French breeding teaches." 


"I have little of importance to say, lady, answered Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert, 
"excepting the confirmed tidings of a truce with Saladin." 


He was interrupted by Wamba, who had taken his appropriated seat upon a 
chair, the back of which was decorated with two ass's ears, and which was 
placed about two steps behind that of his master, who, from time to time, 
supplied him with victuals from his own trencher; a favour, however, which the 
Jester shared with the favourite dogs, of whom, as we have already noticed, there 
were several in attendance. Here sat Wamba, with a small table before him, his 
heels tucked up against the bar of the chair, his cheeks sucked up so as to make 
his jaws resemble a pair of nut-crackers, and his eyes half-shut, yet watching 
with alertness every opportunity to exercise his licensed foolery. 


"These truces with the infidels," he exclaimed, without caring how suddenly 
he interrupted the stately Templar, "make an old man of me!" 


"Go to, knave, how so?" said Cedric, his features prepared to receive 
favourably the expected jest. 


"Because," answered Wamba, "I remember three of them in my day, each of 
which was to endure for the course of fifty years; so that, by computation, I must 
be at least a hundred and fifty years old." 


"I will warrant you against dying of old age, however," said the Templar, 
who now recognised his friend of the forest; "I will assure you from all deaths 
but a violent one, if you give such directions to wayfarers, as you did this night 
to the Prior and me." 


"How, sirrah!" said Cedric, "misdirect travellers? We must have you whipt; 
you are at least as much rogue as fool." 


Thesaurus 


alertness: (n) watchfulness, agility, 
alacrity, nimbleness, liveliness, 
jealousy, wariness, attention, 
quickness, intelligence, 
consciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dream, drowsiness, inattentiveness, 
slowness, unconsciousness. 

compliments: (n) respects, 
commendation, wish, greetings, 


salutation, respect, applause, flattery, 


acclamation, regards, approbation. 
computation: (n, v) calculation, 


estimation, reckoning; (n) compute, 
estimate, account, arithmetic, 
figuring, count, computing; (v) 
enumeration. ANTONYMS: (n) 
guesswork, guessing, conjecture, 
estimation. 


ears: (n) antenna. 
jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 


jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown. 


rogue: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, imp, 


miscreant, crook, cheat, impostor, 


swindler, cad, villain, scoundrel. 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; (v) 
defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) hulk, 
accident, wreckage, wrack, ruination. 

unveiling: (n) first appearance, 
presentation, introduction, 
revelation, debut, entrance, entry, 
launching, exposure, incoming, start. 
ANTONYM: (n) retirement. 

victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, victual, 
edible, provender, grub, sustenance, 
support, diet, nutriment. 
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"I pray thee, uncle," answered the Jester, "let my folly, for once, protect my 
roguery. I did but make a mistake between my right hand and my left; and he 
might have pardoned a greater, who took a fool for his counsellor and guide." 


Conversation was here interrupted by the entrance of the porter's page, who 
announced that there was a stranger at the gate, imploring admittance and 


hospitality, 


"Admit him," said Cedric, "be he who or what he may;--a night like that 
which roars without, compels even wild animals to herd with tame, and to seek 
the protection of man, their mortal foe, rather than perish by the elements. Let 
his wants be ministered to with all care--look to it, Oswald." 


And the steward left the banqueting hall to see the commands of his patron 


obeyed. 


admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input. 

banqueting: (n) eating, feeding. 

counsellor: (n) counselor, advocate, 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, consultant, 
solicitor. 

imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, 
suppliant, pleading, entreating, 
piteous, importunate, entreating 


Thesaurus 

urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) 
prayer. 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, 
creature, person, human being, body. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) immortal; (adj) 
eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, 
spiritual. 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
survive, live, appear. 


roguery: (n) rascality, 
mischievousness, devilment, devilry, 
shenanigan, roguishness, deviltry, 
maleficence, swindle, impishness; 
(adj) knavery. 

tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 
domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, v) 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
interesting, untamed, inspiring, 
brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively. 
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CHAPTER V 


Hath not a Jew eyes? 
Hath not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? 
Fed with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same 
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and 
summer, as a Christian is? 

Merchant of Venice 


Oswald, returning, whispered into the ear of his master, "It is a Jew, who calls 
himself Isaac of York; is it fit I should marshall him into the hall?" 


"Let Gurth do thine office, Oswald," said Wamba with his usual effrontery; 
"the swineherd will be a fit usher to the Jew." 


"St Mary," said the Abbot, crossing himself, "an unbelieving Jew, and 
admitted into this presence!" 

"A dog Jew," echoed the Templar, "to approach a defender of the Holy 
Sepulchre?" 

"By my faith," said Wamba, "it would seem the Templars love the Jews' 
inheritance better than they do their company." 

"Peace, my worthy guests," said Cedric; "my hospitality must not be bounded 


by your dislikes. If Heaven bore with the whole nation of stiff-necked 
unbelievers for more years than a layman can number, we may endure the 


Thesaurus 
bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, obdurate, mulish, unyielding, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, whole, corned, well, aged. uncompromising, pig-headed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, layman: (n) commoner, layperson, dogged. 
circumscribed, constrained. laic, laymen, laity, lay person, unbelieving: (adj) incredulous, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, outsider, common man, civilian, lay _ disbelieving, sceptical, suspicious, 
unconfined, unlimited, free. reader, common person. ANTONYM: atheistical, nescient, irreligious, 
effrontery: (n) audacity, brass, (n) clergyman. atheistic, faithless, unconverted, 
presumption, face, boldness, organs: (n) offal, haslet, giblet, chitlins, distrustful. 
insolence, nerve, impertinence, chitlings, chitterlings, insides, tongue, usher: (v) lead, escort, accompany, 
impudence, rudeness, assurance. variety meat, sweetbread, tripe. marshal, show, conduct, bring, 


ANTONYMS: (n) timidity, deference, stiff-necked: (adj) willful, obstinate, attend; (n) attendant, porter, 
courtesy. self-willed, pigheaded, headstrong, doorman. 
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presence of one Jew for a few hours. But I constrain no man to converse or to 
feed with him. --Let him have a board and a morsel apart,--unless," he said 
smiling, "these turban'd strangers will admit his society." 


"Sir Franklin," answered the Templar, "my Saracen slaves are true Moslems, 
and scorn as much as any Christian to hold intercourse with a Jew." 


"Now, in faith," said Wamba, "I cannot see that the worshippers of Mahound 
and Termagaunt have so greatly the advantage over the people once chosen of 
Heaven." 


"He shall sit with thee, Wamba," said Cedric; "the fool and the knave will be 
well met." 


"The fool," answered Wamba, raising the relics of a gammon of bacon, "will 
take care to erect a bulwark against the knave." 


"Hush," said Cedric, "for here he comes." 


Introduced with little ceremony, and advancing with fear and hesitation, and 
many a bow of deep humility, a tall thin old man, who, however, had lost by the 
habit of stooping much of his actual height, approached the lower end of the 
board. His features, keen and regular, with an aquiline nose, and piercing black 
eyes; his high and wrinkled forehead, and long grey hair and beard, would have 
been considered as handsome, had they not been the marks of a physiognomy 
peculiar to a race, which, during those dark ages, was alike detested by the 
credulous and prejudiced vulgar, and persecuted by the greedy and rapacious 
nobility, and who, perhaps, owing to that very hatred and persecution, had 
adopted a national character, in which there was much, to say the least, mean 
and unamiable. 


The Jew's dress, which appeared to have suffered considerably from the 
storm, was a plain russet cloak of many folds, covering a dark purple tunic. He 
had large boots lined with fur, and a belt around his waist, which sustained a 
small knife, together with a case for writing materials, but no weapon. He wore 
a high square yellow cap of a peculiar fashion, assigned to his nation to 


Thesaurus 
aquiline: (adj) hooked, aduncous, (adj) suspicious, wary, disbelieving, ravenous, gluttonous, ferocious, 
angular, jagged, serrated, curved, suspecting, skeptical, cynical, raptorial; (adj, v) covetous, avaricious. 
bent, uncinated. untrusting, shrewd, rational, smart, russet: (adj, n) auburn; (adj) tan, dun, 
bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, mistrustful. drab, leaden, livid, pearly, dingy, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, gammon: (n) nonsense, fraud, deceit, brunette, bay, russety. 
breakwater, bastion, defense, tosh, flimflam, ham, bacon, stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) balderdash; (v) bilk, hoax, stuff up. asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
weakness. persecuted: (adj) downtrodden, corrupt; (n) patronage. 
credulous: (adj) gullible, unsuspecting, aggrieved, laden, mistreated, unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 
simple, unsuspicious, unquestioning, wronged. unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
green, trusting, unwary, innocent, rapacious: (adj) avid, voracious, disobliging, resembling vinegar, 


believing, illogical. ANTONYMS: predatory, edacious, acquisitive, morose. 
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distinguish them from Christians, and which he doffed with great humility at the 
door of the hall. 


The reception of this person in the ball of Cedric the Saxon, was such as 
might have satisfied the most prejudiced enemy of the tribes of Israel. Cedric 
himself coldly nodded in answer to the Jew's repeated salutations, and signed to 
him to take place at the lower end of the table, where, however, no one offered to 
make room for him. On the contrary, as he passed along the file, casting a timid 
supplicating glance, and turning towards each of those who occupied the lower 
end of the board, the Saxon domestics squared their shoulders, and continued to 
devour their supper with great perseverance, paying not the least attention to 
the wants of the new guest. The attendants of the Abbot crossed themselves, 
with looks of pious horror, and the very heathen Saracens, as Isaac drew near 
them, curled up their whiskers with indignation, and laid their hands on their 
poniards, as if ready to rid themselves by the most desperate means from the 
apprehended contamination of his nearer approach. 


Probably the same motives which induced Cedric to open his hall to this son 
of a rejected people, would have made him insist on his attendants receiving 
Isaac with more courtesy. But the Abbot had, at this moment, engaged him in a 
most interesting discussion on the breed and character of his favourite hounds, 
which he would not have interrupted for matters of much greater importance 
than that of a Jew going to bed supperless. While Isaac thus stood an outcast in 
the present society, like his people among the nations, looking in vain for 
welcome or resting place, the pilgrim who sat by the chimney took compassion 
upon him, and resigned his seat, saying briefly, "Old man, my garments are 
dried, my hunger is appeased, thou art both wet and fasting." So saying, he 
gathered together, and brought to a flame, the decaying brands which lay 
scattered on the ample hearth; took from the larger board a mess of pottage and 
seethed kid, placed it upon the small table at which he had himself supped, and, 
without waiting the Jew's thanks, went to the other side of the hall;--whether 
from unwillingness to hold more close communication with the object of his 


Thesaurus 


perseverance: (n) endurance, tenacity, 
resolution, constancy, fortitude, 


apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in custody, 


suppage, pulp; (v) puree. 
salutations: (n) respects. 


detained, appreciated, 
comprehended. 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 


assiduity, industry, doggedness, 
firmness, persistence, determination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vacillation, 
cowardice, indecision, indifference. 


seethed: (v) saturated, boiled. 

supplicating: (adj) imploring, 
soliciting, beseeching, entreating, 
petitioning, apologetic, begging, 


decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine. 
outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native. 


pilgrim: (n) hadji, passenger, 
journeyer, palmer, traveler, 
wanderer, conventual, monk, 
mendicant, lay brother, hajji. 

pottage: (n) broth, skink, consomme, 
drink, mush, pap, paste, sauce, 


manifesting entreaty, petitory, 
piteous; (v) supplicate. 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards. 
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benevolence, or from a wish to draw near to the upper end of the table, seemed 
uncertain. 


Had there been painters in those days capable to execute such a subject, the 
Jew, as he bent his withered form, and expanded his chilled and trembling hands 
over the fire, would have formed no bad emblematical personification of the 
Winter season. Having dispelled the cold, he turned eagerly to the smoking 
mess which was placed before him, and ate with a haste and an apparent relish, 
that seemed to betoken long abstinence from food. 


Meanwhile the Abbot and Cedric continued their discourse upon hunting; 
the Lady Rowena seemed engaged in conversation with one of her attendant 
females; and the haughty Templar, whose eye wandered from the Jew to the 
Saxon beauty, revolved in his mind thoughts which appeared deeply to interest 
him. 


"I marvel, worthy Cedric," said the Abbot, as their discourse proceeded, "that, 
great as your predilection is for your own manly language, you do not receive 
the Norman-French into your favour, so far at least as the mystery of wood-craft 
and hunting is concerned. Surely no tongue is so rich in the various phrases 
which the field-sports demand, or furnishes means to the experienced woodman 
so well to express his jovial art." 


"Good Father Aymer," said the Saxon, "be it known to you, I care not for 
those over-sea refinements, without which I can well enough take my pleasure in 
the woods. I can wind my horn, though I call not the blast either a 'recheate' or a 
'morte'--I can cheer my dogs on the prey, and I can flay and quarter the animal 
when it is brought down, without using the newfangled jargon of 'curee, arbor, 
nombles', and all the babble of the fabulous Sir Tristrem." 


"The French," said the Templar, raising his voice with the presumptuous and 
authoritative tone which he used upon all occasions, "is not only the natural 
language of the chase, but that of love and of war, in which ladies should be won 
and enemies defied.: 


Thesaurus 
appeared: (n) appearing. emblematical: (adj) symbolic, painters: (n) painter. 
arbor: (n) bower, mandrel, axle, symbolical, representative, figurative, personification: (n) incarnation, 
spindle, hinge, arbour, axis, mandril, mystical, exemplary, illustrative, avatar, epitome, personation, 
alcove, stud, frame. allegorical, characteristic. prosopopoeia, figure of speech, 
babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, flay: (v) excoriate, peel, skin, manifestation, trope; (adj, n) type; 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, decorticate, pare, lash, flog, castigate, (adj) metalepsis, anagoge. 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: scalp, shell, batter. revolved: (adj) disgusted. 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense. newfangled: (adj) modern, fresh, woodman: (n) woodcutter, 
betoken: (v) augur, foreshadow, fashionable, novel, contemporary, cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 
prognosticate, bode, foretell, mark, up-to-date, recent, unprecedented, lumberjack, forester, hunter, 
bespeak, presage, indicate, omen; (n, grotesque, fantastic, strange. woodworker, woodcarver, rustic, 


v) denote. ANTONYMS: (adj) dated, old. lumberman. 
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"Pledge me in a cup of wine, Sir Templar," said Cedric, "and fill another to the 
Abbot, while I look back some thirty years to tell you another tale. As Cedric the 
Saxon then was, his plain English tale needed no garnish from French 
troubadours, when it was told in the ear of beauty; and the field of Northallerton, 
upon the day of the Holy Standard, could tell whether the Saxon war-cry was not 
heard as far within the ranks of the Scottish host as the 'cri de guerre’ of the 
boldest Norman baron. To the memory of the brave who fought there!--Pledge 
me, my guests." He drank deep, and went on with increasing warmth. "Ay, that 
was a day of cleaving of shields, when a hundred banners were bent forwards 
over the heads of the valiant, and blood flowed round like water, and death was 
held better than flight. A Saxon bard had called it a feast of the swords--a 
gathering of the eagles to the prey--the clashing of bills upon shield and helmet, 
the shouting of battle more joyful than the clamour of a bridal. But our bards are 
no more," he said; "our deeds are lost in those of another race--our language--our 
very name--is hastening to decay, and none mourns for it save one solitary old 
man --Cupbearer! knave, fill the goblets--To the strong in arms, Sir Templar, be 
their race or language what it will, who now bear them best in Palestine among 
the champions of the Cross!" 

"It becomes not one wearing this badge to answer," said Sir Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert; "yet to whom, besides the sworn Champions of the Holy Sepulchre, can 
the palm be assigned among the champions of the Cross?" 

"To the Knights Hospitallers," said the Abbot; "I have a brother of their 
order." 

"I impeach not their fame," said the Templar; "nevertheless--" 

"I think, friend Cedric," said Wamba, interfering, "that had Richard of the 
Lion's Heart been wise enough to have taken a fool's advice, he might have staid 
at home with his merry Englishmen, and left the recovery of Jerusalem to those 
same Knights who had most to do with the loss of it." 

"Were there, then, none in the English army," said the Lady Rowena, "whose 
names are worthy to be mentioned with the Knights of the Temple, and of St 
John?" 


Thesaurus 
bard: (n) minstrel, muse; (v) beautify, incompatible, opposed, contrary; hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
decorate, embellish; (adj) lyrist, scald, (adv) clashingly; (v) bickering. stepping up. 
skald, troubadour, trouvere, barred. ANTONYM: (adj) consistent. impeach: (v) accuse, criminate, blame, 
bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) cleaving: (adj) adapted, coherent, censure, query, denounce, challenge, 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, accordant. question, condemn; (n, v) arraign, 
espousal, hymen, marriage eagles: (n) order Falconiformes, indict. 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) caracaras, Falconiformes. staid: (adj, v) serious, sedate, grave, 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. garnish: (v) decorate, embellish, solemn, sober, demure; (adj) calm, 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried. beautify, adorn, dress, deck; (n) quiet, composed, somber, decorous. 
clashing: (adj, n) discordant; (n) adornment, embellishment, ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
collision, interference, antagonism, decoration; (n, v) trim, ornament. exciting, funny, daring, playful, 


discord; (adj) conflicting, hastening: (n) quickening, speed, bright, relaxed. 
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"Forgive me, lady," replied De Bois-Guilbert; "the English monarch did, 
indeed, bring to Palestine a host of gallant warriors, second only to those whose 
breasts have been the unceasing bulwark of that blessed land." 


"Second to NONE," said the Pilgrim, who had stood near enough to hear, and 
had listened to this conversation with marked impatience. All turned toward the 
spot from whence this unexpected asseveration was heard. 


"I say," repeated the Pilgrim in a firm and strong voice, "that the English 
chivalry were second to NONE who ever drew sword in defence of the Holy 
Land. I say besides, for I saw it, that King Richard himself, and five of his 
knights, held a tournament after the taking of St John-de-Acre, as challengers 
against all comers. I say that, on that day, each knight ran three courses, and cast 
to the ground three antagonists. I add, that seven of these assailants were 
Knights of the Temple--and Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert well knows the truth of 
what I tell you." 


It is impossible for language to describe the bitter scowl of rage which 
rendered yet darker the swarthy countenance of the Templar. In the extremity of 
his resentment and confusion, his quivering fingers griped towards the handle of 
his sword, and perhaps only withdrew, from the consciousness that no act of 
violence could be safely executed in that place and presence. Cedric, whose 
feelings were all of a right onward and simple kind, and were seldom occupied 
by more than one object at once, omitted, in the joyous glee with which be heard 
of the glory of his countrymen, to remark the angry confusion of his guest; "I 
would give thee this golden bracelet, Pilgrim," he said, "couldst thou tell me the 
names of those knights who upheld so gallantly the renown of merry England." 


"That will I do blithely," replied the Pilgrim, "and without guerdon; my oath, 
for a time, prohibits me from touching gold." 


"I will wear the bracelet for you, if you will, friend Palmer," said Wamba. 


"The first in honour as in arms, in renown as in place," said the Pilgrim, "was 
the brave Richard, King of England." 


Thesaurus 
asseveration: (n) contention, assertion, unchivalrously, poorly, timidly. swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 
averment, avowal, claim, affidavit, glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
statement, allegation, accusation, fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
swearing, promise. frolic, jubilation, happiness. ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light. 
bracelet: (n) annulus, armlet, circlet, ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, unceasing: (adj) ceaseless, incessant, 
wristband, necklace, ring, hoop, sorrow, despondency, displeasure, perpetual, continuous, constant, 
areola, circle, anklet, annulet. misery, boredom. continual, everlasting, eternal, 
gallantly: (adv) courageously, guerdon: (n) compensation, lasting, uninterrupted, endless. 
intrepidly, chivalrously, splendidly, remuneration, recompense, meed, ANTONYMS: (adj) acute, 
valiantly, heroically, fearlessly, reguerdon, premium, prize, due, intermittent, sporadic. 
finely, doughtily, pluckily, requital, consideration; (v) upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered, 


courteously. ANTONYMS: (adv) remunerate. swelled out. 
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"I forgive him," said Cedric; "I forgive him his descent from the tyrant Duke 
William." 


"The Earl of Leicester was the second," continued the Pilgrim; "Sir Thomas 
Multon of Gilsland was the third." 


"Of Saxon descent, he at least," said Cedric, with exultation. 
"Sir Foulk Doilly the fourth," proceeded the Pilgrim. 


"Saxon also, at least by the mother's side," continued Cedric, who listened 
with the utmost eagerness, and forgot, in part at least, his hatred to the Normans, 
in the common triumph of the King of England and his islanders. "And who was 
the fifth?" he demanded. 


"The fifth was Sir Edwin Turneham." 


"Genuine Saxon, by the soul of Hengist!" shouted Cedric--"And the sixth?" he 
continued with eagerness--"how name you the sixth?" 


"The sixth," said the Palmer, after a pause, in which he seemed to recollect 
himself, "was a young knight of lesser renown and lower rank, assumed into that 
honourable company, less to aid their enterprise than to make up their number-- 
his name dwells not in my memory." 


"Sir Palmer," said Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert scornfully, "this assumed 
forgetfulness, after so much has been remembered, comes too late to serve your 
purpose. I will myself tell the name of the knight before whose lance fortune and 
my horse's fault occasioned my falling--it was the Knight of Ivanhoe; nor was 
there one of the six that, for his years, had more renown in arms.--Yet this will I 
say, and loudly--that were he in England, and durst repeat, in this week's 
tournament, the challenge of St John-de-Acre, I, mounted and armed as I now am, 
would give him every advantage of weapons, and abide the result." 


"Your challenge would soon be answered," replied the Palmer, "were your 
antagonist near you. As the matter is, disturb not the peaceful hall with vaunts 
of the issue of the conflict, which you well know cannot take place. If Ivanhoe 
ever returns from Palestine, I will be his surety that he meets you." 


Thesaurus 
antagonist: (n) opponent, adversary, lethargy, listlessness, patience, contumeliously, sneeringly, 
enemy, foe, rival, match, opposition, gloom, reluctance. arrogantly, sarcastically, derisively, 
opposer, assailant, opposite, forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, mockingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
competitor. ANTONYMS: (n) obliviousness, inattention, memory humbly. 
supporter, advocate, colleague, loss, omission, unknowingness, surety: (n) collateral, pledge, hostage, 
synergist, ally, defender. unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, guarantee, earnest, guaranty, 
eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (n) loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) guarantor, certainty, assurance, 
enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, awareness, concentration, sponsor, bail. 
readiness, passion, keenness, remembering, attention. tyrant: (n) dictator, oppressor, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. scornfully: (adv) disdainfully, autocrat, disciplinarian, bully, 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, disparagingly, haughtily, authoritarian, sovereign, czar, 


unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, derogatorily, condescendingly, monarch, suzerain, stickler. 


78 Ivanhoe 


"A goodly security!" said the Knight Templar; "and what do you proffer as a 
pledge?" 

"This reliquary," said the Palmer, taking a small ivory box from his bosom, 
and crossing himself, "containing a portion of the true cross, brought from the 
Monastery of Mount Carmel." 


The Prior of Jorvaulx crossed himself and repeated a pater noster, in which 
all devoutly joined, excepting the Jew, the Mahomedans, and the Templar; the 
latter of whom, without vailing his bonnet, or testifying any reverence for the 
alleged sanctity of the relic, took from his neck a gold chain, which he flung on 
the board, saying--"Let Prior Aymer hold my pledge and that of this nameless 
vagrant, in token that when the Knight of Ivanhoe comes within the four seas of 
Britain, he underlies the challenge of Brian de Bois-Guilbert, which, if he answer 
not, I will proclaim him as a coward on the walls of every Temple Court in 
Europe." 


"It will not need," said the Lady Rowena, breaking silence; "My voice shall be 
heard, if no other in this hall is raised in behalf of the absent Ivanhoe. I affirm he 
will meet fairly every honourable challenge. Could my weak warrant add 
security to the inestimable pledge of this holy pilgrim, I would pledge name and 
fame that Ivanhoe gives this proud knight the meeting he desires." 


A crowd of conflicting emotions seemed to have occupied Cedric, and kept 
him silent during this discussion. Gratified pride, resentment, embarrassment, 
chased each other over his broad and open brow, like the shadow of clouds 
drifting over a harvest-field; while his attendants, on whom the name of the sixth 
knight seemed to produce an effect almost electrical, hung in suspense upon 
their master's looks. But when Rowena spoke, the sound of her voice seemed to 
startle him from his silence. 

"Lady," said Cedric, "this beseems not; were further pledge necessary, I 
myself, offended, and justly offended, as I am, would yet gage my honour for the 
honour of Ivanhoe. But the wager of battle is complete, even according to the 
fantastic fashions of Norman chivalry--Is it not, Father Aymer?" 


Thesaurus 


devoutly: (adv) sincerely, godly, 
religiously, reverently, earnestly, 
solemnly, heartily, holy, purely, 
heartfeltly, at heart. 

gage: (n) gauge, guarantee, guaranty, 
pawn, engage, plight, pledge, 
dipstick; (v) stake, back, bet on. 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable. 

heard: (n) hearing. 


inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 
immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited. 

pater: (n) dad, pa, daddy, pappa, 
papa, Dada, sire, begetter, pop, male 
parent, Dadaism. 

proffer: (n, v) bid; (v) give, present, 
advance, extend, propose, provide, 
submit; (n) overture, proposition, 


suggestion. ANTONYM: (v) refuse. 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe. 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, itinerant, 
Peripatetic, rambling; (n) tramp, 
hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) unsettled, 
erratic. ANTONYM: (n) resident. 

wager: (n, v) stake, hazard, risk, 
venture, gamble, chance; (v) lay, 
pledge, pawn, play; (n) stakes. 
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"It is," replied the Prior; "and the blessed relic and rich chain will I bestow 
safely in the treasury of our convent, until the decision of this, warlike 
challenge." 


Having thus spoken, he crossed himself again and again, and after many 
genuflections and muttered prayers, he delivered the reliquary to Brother 
Ambrose, his attendant monk, while he himself swept up with less ceremony, 
but perhaps with no less internal satisfaction, the golden chain, and bestowed it 
in a pouch lined with perfumed leather, which opened under his arm. "And now, 
Sir Cedric," he said, "my ears are chiming vespers with the strength of your good 
wine--permit us another pledge to the welfare of the Lady Rowena, and indulge 
us with liberty to pass to our repose." 


"By the rood of Bromholme," said the Saxon, "you do but small credit to your 
fame, Sir Prior! Report speaks you a bonny monk, that would hear the matin 
chime ere he quitted his bowl; and, old as I am, I feared to have shame in 
encountering you. But, by my faith, a Saxon boy of twelve, in my time, would 
not so soon have relinquished his goblet." 


The Prior had his own reasons, however, for persevering in the course of 
temperance which he had adopted. He was not only a professional peacemaker, 
but from practice a hater of all feuds and brawls. It was not altogether from a 
love to his neighbour, or to himself, or from a mixture of both. On the present 
occasion, he had an instinctive apprehension of the fiery temper of the Saxon, 
and saw the danger that the reckless and presumptuous spirit, of which his 
companion had already given so many proofs, might at length produce some 
disagreeable explosion. He therefore gently insinuated the incapacity of the 
native of any other country to engage in the genial conflict of the bowl with the 
hardy and strong-headed Saxons; something he mentioned, but slightly, about 
his own holy character, and ended by pressing his proposal to depart to repose. 

The grace-cup was accordingly served round, and the guests, after making 
deep obeisance to their landlord and to the Lady Rowena, arose and mingled in 
the hall, while the heads of the family, by separate doors, retired with their 
attendants. 


Thesaurus 


bonny: (adj) fine, comely, bonnie, 
lovely, neat, beautiful, bunny, Idzo, 
pleasant, dainty, becoming. 

chime: (n) carillon, melody; (adj) 
harmonize; (v) go, jingle, clang, peal, 
tinkle, buzz, ring, chimb. 

chiming: (v) mocking. 

hater: (n) individual, someone, 
somebody, person, human, mortal, 
soul, misanthrope, loather, 
francophobe, abominator. 

insinuated: (adj) subtle. 


peacemaker: (n) arbitrator, conciliator, 
intercessor, pacifier, intermediary, 
entente cordiale, good 
understanding, negotiator, judge, 
conciliation, appeaser. ANTONYMS: 
(n) troublemaker, fighter. 

perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, 
mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, 
gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
odorless. 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 


determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute. 

rood: (n) crucifix, cross, reliquary, 
host, beads, relics, thurible, pyx; (n, v) 
pole; (v) yard, palm. 

vespers: (n) matins, mass, divine 
service, canonical hour, early 
evening, Evening Prayer, placebo, 
religious service, service, nightfall, 
worship. 
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"Unbelieving dog," said the Templar to Isaac the Jew, as he passed him in the 
throng, "dost thou bend thy course to the tournament?" 


"I do so propose," replied Isaac, bowing in all humility, "if it please your 
reverend valour." 


"Ay," said the Knight, "to gnaw the bowels of our nobles with usury, and to 
gull women and boys with gauds and toys--I warrant thee store of shekels in thy 
Jewish scrip." 


"Not a shekel, not a silver penny, not a halfling--so help me the God of 
Abraham!" said the Jew, clasping his hands; "I go but to seek the assistance of 
some brethren of my tribe to aid me to pay the fine which the Exchequer of the 
Jews have imposed upon me, Father Jacob be my speed! I am an impoverished 
wretch--the very gaberdine I wear is borrowed from Reuben of Tadcaster." 


The Templar smiled sourly as he replied, "Beshrew thee for a false-hearted 
liar!" and passing onward, as if disdaining farther conference, he communed 
with his Moslem slaves in a language unknown to the bystanders. The poor 
Israelite seemed so staggered by the address of the military monk, that the 
Templar had passed on to the extremity of the hall ere he raised his head from 
the humble posture which he had assumed, so far as to be sensible of his 
departure. And when he did look around, it was with the astonished air of one 
at whose feet a thunderbolt has just burst, and who hears still the astounding 
report ringing in his ears. 

The Templar and Prior were shortly after marshalled to their sleeping 
apartments by the steward and the cupbearer, each attended by two torchbearers 
and two servants carrying refreshments, while servants of inferior condition 
indicated to their retinue and to the other guests their respective places of repose. 


Thesaurus 


astounding: (adj) amazing, unfaithful. shekels: (n) dough, moolah, kale, 


miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, sensational, 
breathtaking, awesome, staggering, 
prodigious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, comforting, 
predictable, boring, insignificant. 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold. 

clasping: (adj) tendril. 

false-hearted: (adj) treacherous, 


gaberdine: (n) coverall, duster, dust 
coat, dustcloth, smock, dustrag. 

gnaw: (v) chew, fret, crunch, corrode, 
nibble, eat, erode, to bite, munch, 
masticate; (n, v) chafe. 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation. 

shekel: (n) dollar, sicle. 


bread, cabbage, gelt, pelf, loot, 
dinero, wampum, cash. 

slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen. 

thunderbolt: (n) bolt of lightning, 
lightning, thunder, thunderclap, 
bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
quarrel, streak of lightning, streak. 

usury: (n) usure, rapacity, rate of 
interest, vigorish; (v) accustom, 
common occurrence, practice, treat, 
usage, use, usefulness. 
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CHAPTER VI 


To buy his favour I extend this friendship: 
Tf he will take it, so; if not, adieu; 
And, for my love, I pray you wrong me not. 
Merchant of Venice 


As the Palmer, lighted by a domestic with a torch, past through the intricate 
combination of apartments of this large and irregular mansion, the cupbearer 
coming behind him whispered in his ear, that if he had no objection to a cup of 
good mead in his apartment, there were many domestics in that family who 
would gladly hear the news he had brought from the Holy Land, and 
particularly that which concerned the Knight of Ivanhoe. Wamba presently 
appeared to urge the same request, observing that a cup after midnight was 
worth three after curfew. Without disputing a maxim urged by such grave 
authority, the Palmer thanked them for their courtesy, but observed that he had 
included in his religious vow, an obligation never to speak in the kitchen on 
matters which were prohibited in the hall. "That vow," said Wamba to the 
cupbearer, "would scarce suit a serving-man." 


The cupbearer shrugged up his shoulders in displeasure. "I thought to have 
lodged him in the solere chamber," said he; "but since he is so unsocial to 
Christians, e'en let him take the next stall to Isaac the Jew's.--Anwold," said he to 


Thesaurus 
curfew: (n) rescript, deadline, decree, disputant. sward, pasture, green, pasturage. 
dusk, edict, eleventh hour, fiat, order, gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gleefully, scarce: (adj) rare, insufficient, deficient, 
signaling, signal, twilight. contentedly, cheerfully, fain, joyfully, infrequent, uncommon, scant, scanty, 
displeasure: (n) resentment, jovially, cheerily, delightedly, few, sparse; (adv) just, barely. 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, gladsomely, readily. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, (adv) reluctantly, unwillingly, sadly, common, adequate, strong, usual, 
annoyance, offense, pique, resentfully, miserably. extensive. 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, unsocial: (adj) unsociable, antisocial, 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, shy, reserved, indifferent, lonely, 
happiness, delight, contentment, ignite, kindled, lighten. incommunicative, inconversable, 
equanimity, approval. mead: (n) field, metheglin, hydromel, solitary. 


disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) lea, meadow, sweet wine, grassland, 
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the torchbearer, "carry the Pilgrim to the southern cell.--I give you good-night," 
he added, "Sir Palmer, with small thanks for short courtesy." 


"Good-night, and Our Lady's benison," said the Palmer, with composure; and 
his guide moved forward. 


In a small antechamber, into which several doors opened, and which was 
lighted by a small iron lamp, they met a second interruption from the waiting- 
maid of Rowena, who, saying in a tone of authority, that her mistress desired to 
speak with the Palmer, took the torch from the hand of Anwold, and, bidding 
him await her return, made a sign to the Palmer to follow. Apparently he did not 
think it proper to decline this invitation as he had done the former; for, though 
his gesture indicated some surprise at the summons, he obeyed it without 
answer or remonstrance. 


A short passage, and an ascent of seven steps, each of which was composed 
of a solid beam of oak, led him to the apartment of the Lady Rowena, the rude 
magnificence of which corresponded to the respect which was paid to her by the 
lord of the mansion. The walls were covered with embroidered hangings, on 
which different-coloured silks, interwoven with gold and silver threads, had 
been employed with all the art of which the age was capable, to represent the 
sports of hunting and hawking. The bed was adorned with the same rich 
tapestry, and surrounded with curtains dyed with purple. The seats had also 
their stained coverings, and one, which was higher than the rest, was 
accommodated with a footstool of ivory, curiously carved. 


No fewer than four silver candelabras, holding great waxen torches, served 
to illuminate this apartment. Yet let not modern beauty envy the magnificence of 
a Saxon princess. The walls of the apartment were so ill finished and so full of 
crevices, that the rich hangings shook in the night blast, and, in despite of a sort 
of screen intended to protect them from the wind, the flame of the torches 
streamed sideways into the air, like the unfurled pennon of a chieftain. 
Magnificence there was, with some rude attempt at taste; but of comfort there 
was little, and, being unknown, it was unmissed. 


Thesaurus 


antechamber: (n) lobby, anteroom, 
hall, foyer, hallway, waiting room, 
room, corridor, antichamber, cell, 
entry. 

chieftain: (n) captain, leader, tribal 
chief, pendragon, master, headman, 
boss, head, head boss, guide, cacique. 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, artificially 
coloured, biased, artificial, unreal, 
colorful. 

hawking: (v) angling, fishing, peddle, 


shooting; (n) Stephen hawking, 
colportage, peddlery, vendition, 
Stephen William hawking, vending. 
indicated: (adj) numbered. 
magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 


greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 


ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness. 

pennon: (n) pennant, flag, banner, 


ensign, wing, standard, streamer, 
pennoncel, pennoncelle, colors, waft. 

silks: (n) garment. 

unfurled: (adj) extended. 

unmissed: (v) unheeded, unattended 
to, unregarded, unremarked, 
unnoticed, unnoted, unthought of, 
unseen, unobserved, unperceived. 

waxen: (adj) pale, waxy, white, 
colorless, wan, ashen, yielding, soft, 
gray, drawn, cereous. 
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The Lady Rowena, with three of her attendants standing at her back, and 
arranging her hair ere she lay down to rest, was seated in the sort of throne 
already mentioned, and looked as if born to exact general homage. The Pilgrim 
acknowledged her claim to it by a low genuflection. 


"Rise, Palmer," said she graciously. "The defender of the absent has a right to 
favourable reception from all who value truth, and honour manhood." She then 
said to her train, "Retire, excepting only Elgitha; I would speak with this holy 
Pilgrim." 

The maidens, without leaving the apartment, retired to its further extremity, 
and sat down on a small bench against the wall, where they remained mute as 
statues, though at such a distance that their whispers could not have interrupted 
the conversation of their mistress. 


"Pilgrim," said the lady, after a moment's pause, during which she seemed 
uncertain how to address him, "you this night mentioned a name--I mean," she 
said, with a degree of effort, "the name of Ivanhoe, in the halls where by nature 
and kindred it should have sounded most acceptably; and yet, such is the 
perverse course of fate, that of many whose hearts must have throbbed at the 
sound, I, only, dare ask you where, and in what condition, you left him of whom 
you spoke?--We heard, that, having remained in Palestine, on account of his 
impaired health, after the departure of the English army, he had experienced the 
persecution of the French faction, to whom the Templars are known to be 
attached." 


"I know little of the Knight of Ivanhoe," answered the Palmer, with a troubled 
voice. "I would I knew him better, since you, lady, are interested in his fate. He 
hath, I believe, surmounted the persecution of his enemies in Palestine, and is on 
the eve of returning to England, where you, lady, must know better than I, what 
is his chance of happiness." 


The Lady Rowena sighed deeply, and asked more particularly when the 
Knight of Ivanhoe might be expected in his native country, and whether he 
would not be exposed to great dangers by the road. On the first point, the Palmer 
professed ignorance; on the second, he said that the voyage might be safely 


Thesaurus 

acceptably: (adv) adequately, mercifully, leniently, suavely. (adj) molestation, intolerance, abuse. 
endurably, as it should be, amply, ANTONYMS: (adv) bitterly, coarsely, perverse: (adj) fractious, obstinate, 
right, reasonably, suitably, poorly, ungraciously, harshly. obdurate, bad, corrupt, headstrong, 
sufficiently, properly, okay, in the impaired: (adj) sick, damaged, disobedient, intractable, willful, 
approved manner. ANTONYMS: crippled, defective, faulty, corrupted, sinister, wayward. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unreasonably, unacceptably, poor, unfit, hurt, deficient, depressed. (adj) wholesome, obliging, agreeable, 
offensively, badly, insufficiently, kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, accommodating, malleable, good. 
unsatisfactorily, unsuitably, allied, related; (n) kin, consanguinity, professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
incorrectly, intolerably. relation, folk, folks, kin group. apparent, avowed, pretended, 

graciously: (adv) gracefully, mildly, persecution: (adj, n) annoyance; (n) seeming, supposed, affected, feigned, 
politely, courteously, benevolently, harassment, torture, maltreatment, so-called, purported. 


benignantly, civilly, sympathetically, subjugation, hurt, nuisance, cruelty; | surmounted: (adj) beaten. 
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made by the way of Venice and Genoa, and from thence through France to 
England. "Ivanhoe," he said, "was so well acquainted with the language and 
manners of the French, that there was no fear of his incurring any hazard during 
that part of his travels." 


"Would to God," said the Lady Rowena, "he were here safely arrived, and 
able to bear arms in the approaching tourney, in which the chivalry of this land 
are expected to display their address and valour. Should Athelstane of 
Coningsburgh obtain the prize, Ivanhoe is like to hear evil tidings when he 
reaches England.--How looked he, stranger, when you last saw him? Had 
disease laid her hand heavy upon his strength and comeliness?" 


"He was darker," said the Palmer, "and thinner, than when he came from 
Cyprus in the train of Coeur-de-Lion, and care seemed to sit heavy on his brow; 
but I approached not his presence, because he is unknown to me." 


"He will," said the lady, "I fear, find little in his native land to clear those 
clouds from his countenance. Thanks, good Pilgrim, for your information 
concerning the companion of my childhood.--Maidens," she said, "draw near-- 
offer the sleeping cup to this holy man, whom I will no longer detain from 
repose." 


One of the maidens presented a silver cup, containing a rich mixture of wine 
and spice, which Rowena barely put to her lips. It was then offered to the Palmer, 
who, after a low obeisance, tasted a few drops. 


"Accept this alms, friend," continued the lady, offering a piece of gold, "in 
acknowledgment of thy painful travail, and of the shrines thou hast visited." 


The Palmer received the boon with another low reverence, and followed 
Edwina out of the apartment. 


In the anteroom he found his attendant Anwold, who, taking the torch from 
the hand of the waiting-maid, conducted him with more haste than ceremony to 
an exterior and ignoble part of the building, where a number of small 
apartments, or rather cells, served for sleeping places to the lower order of 
domestics, and to strangers of mean degree. 


Thesaurus 
anteroom: (n) foyer, vestibule, 
antechamber, lobby, waiting room, 
room, hallway, sitting area, alcove, 


acknowledgment: (n) admission, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
confession, greeting, credit, 


(adj) honorable, glorious. 
reaches: (1) recess. 
tourney: (n) competition, tilt, 


allowance, declaration, agreement, 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, 
defiance. 

alms: (n) handout, charity, 
benefaction, gift, donation, 
contribution, offering, bounty; (n, v) 
sportula, largess; (v) relieve. 


entrance hall. 

detain: (v) arrest, confine, catch, 
capture, apprehend, stay, keep, jail, 
imprison, incarcerate, retard. 


ANTONYMS: (v) free, liberate, rush. 


ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 


elimination tournament, round robin, 
Turney, meet. 

travail: (n, v) labor, toil, labour, grind, 
childbirth, confinement; (v) drudge, 
moil; (n) effort, sweat, exertion. 

valour: (n) valor, valiancy, valiance, 
heroism, courage, bravery, 
valorousness, prowess, daring, pluck, 
spirit. 
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"In which of these sleeps the Jew?" said the Pilgrim. 


"The unbelieving dog," answered Anwold, kennels in the cell next your 
holiness.--St Dunstan, how it must be scraped and cleansed ere it be again fit for 
a Christian!" 


"And where sleeps Gurth the swineherd?" said the stranger. 


"Gurth," replied the bondsman, "sleeps in the cell on your right, as the Jew on 
that to your left; you serve to keep the child of circumcision separate from the 
abomination of his tribe. You might have occupied a more honourable place 
had you accepted of Oswald's invitation." 


"It is as well as it is," said the Palmer; "the company, even of a Jew, can hardly 
spread contamination through an oaken partition." 


So saying, he entered the cabin allotted to him, and taking the torch from the 
domestic's hand, thanked him, and wished him good-night. Having shut the 
door of his cell, he placed the torch in a candlestick made of wood, and looked 
around his sleeping apartment, the furniture of which was of the most simple 
kind. It consisted of a rude wooden stool, and still ruder hutch or bed-frame, 
stuffed with clean straw, and accommodated with two or three sheepskins by 
way of bed-clothes. 


The Palmer, having extinguished his torch, threw himself, without taking off 
any part of his clothes, on this rude couch, and slept, or at least retained his 
recumbent posture, till the earliest sunbeams found their way through the little 
grated window, which served at once to admit both air and light to his 
uncomfortable cell. He then started up, and after repeating his matins, and 
adjusting his dress, he left it, and entered that of Isaac the Jew, lifting the latch as 
gently as he could. 


The inmate was lying in troubled slumber upon a couch similar to that on 
which the Palmer himself had passed the night. Such parts of his dress as the 
Jew had laid aside on the preceding evening, were disposed carefully around his 
person, as if to prevent the hazard of their being carried off during his slumbers. 
There was a trouble on his brow amounting almost to agony. His hands and 


Thesaurus 


abomination: (n) abhorrence, 
revulsion, atrocity, hatred, 
detestation, execration, hate, 
loathing, repugnance, outrage, 
aversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adoration, affection, appreciation, 
approval, benefit, delight, esteem, 
gratification, joy, kindness, blessing. 

candlestick: (n) candelabra, sconce, 
chandelier, candle holder, girandole, 
candleholder, holder, electrolier, 
gaselier, girandola, luster. 


carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. 

circumcision: (n) circumcise, rite of 
passage, posthetomy, Brith, bris, 
abscission, Berith. 

cleansed: (adj) clean, refined, cleaner, 
depurate. 

hutch: (n) chest, hovel, cote, coop, 
cage, pen, kennel, shack, shanty, 
enclosure, locker. 

inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 
denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 


ANTONYM: (n) outpatient. 

latch: (v) bar, fasten, grab; (n, v) bolt; 
(adj, n, v) lock; (n) hasp, clasp, door 
latch, hook; (adj) link, yoke. 

matins: (n) mass, vespers, canonical 
hour, evensong, at daybreak. 

recumbent: (adj) prostrate, accumbent, 
lying, reclining, flat, procumbent, 
lying down, horizontal, prone, 
incumbent, idle. 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays. 
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arms moved convulsively, as if struggling with the nightmare; and besides 
several ejaculations in Hebrew, the following were distinctly heard in the 
Norman-English, or mixed language of the country: "For the sake of the God of 
Abraham, spare an unhappy old man! I am poor, I am penniless --should your 
irons wrench my limbs asunder, I could not gratify you!" 


The Palmer awaited not the end of the Jew's vision, but stirred him with his 
pilgrim's staff. The touch probably associated, as is usual, with some of the 
apprehensions excited by his dream; for the old man started up, his grey hair 
standing almost erect upon his head, and huddling some part of his garments 
about him, while he held the detached pieces with the tenacious grasp of a falcon, 
he fixed upon the Palmer his keen black eyes, expressive of wild surprise and of 
bodily apprehension. 


"Fear nothing from me, Isaac," said the Palmer, "I come as your friend." 


"The God of Israel requite you," said the Jew, greatly relieved; "I dreamed-- 
But Father Abraham be praised, it was but a dream." Then, collecting himself, he 
added in his usual tone, "And what may it be your pleasure to want at so early 
an hour with the poor Jew?" 


"It is to tell you," said the Palmer, "that if you leave not this mansion instantly, 
and travel not with some haste, your journey may prove a dangerous one." 


"Holy father!" said the Jew, "whom could it interest to endanger so poor a 
wretch as I am?" 


"The purpose you can best guess," said the Pilgrim; "but rely on this, that 
when the Templar crossed the hall yesternight, he spoke to his Mussulman 
slaves in the Saracen language, which I well understand, and charged them this 
morning to watch the journey of the Jew, to seize upon him when at a convenient 
distance from the mansion, and to conduct him to the castle of Philip de 
Malvoisin, or to that of Reginald Front-de-Boeuf." 


It is impossible to describe the extremity of terror which seized upon the Jew 
at this information, and seemed at once to overpower his whole faculties. His 
arms fell down to his sides, and his head drooped on his breast, his knees bent 


Thesaurus 
asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) (adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent. 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, contented. ANTONYMS: (v) tenacious: (adj) obstinate, dogged, 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far dissatisfy, displease, disappoint. adhesive, persistent, resolute, tough, 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) overpower: (v) defeat, overwhelm, sticky; (adj, v) strong, steadfast; (v) 
together. conquer, crush, beat, overmaster, retentive; (adj, n) firm. ANTONYMS: 
awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, rout, subdue, master, devastate, (adj) fickle, loose, slack, surrendering, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective. oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, unattached, weak, compliant, 
convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, submit, surrender. yielding, malleable. 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, poor, wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
convulsions. destitute, moneyless, broke, twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, miserable, impoverished, insolvent, distort, contort, force. 


accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: __ yesternight: (n) last night. 
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under his weight, every nerve and muscle of his frame seemed to collapse and 
lose its energy, and he sunk at the foot of the Palmer, not in the fashion of one 
who intentionally stoops, kneels, or prostrates himself to excite compassion, but 
like a man borne down on all sides by the pressure of some invisible force, which 
crushes him to the earth without the power of resistance. 


"Holy God of Abraham!" was his first exclamation, folding and elevating his 
wrinkled hands, but without raising his grey head from the pavement; "Oh, holy 
Moses! O, blessed Aaron! the dream is not dreamed for nought, and the vision 
cometh not in vain! I feel their irons already tear my sinews! I feel the rack pass 
over my body like the saws, and harrows, and axes of iron over the men of 
Rabbah, and of the cities of the children of Ammon!" 


"Stand up, Isaac, and hearken to me," said the Palmer, who viewed the 
extremity of his distress with a compassion in which contempt was largely 
mingled; "you have cause for your terror, considering how your brethren have 
been used, in order to extort from them their hoards, both by princes and nobles; 
but stand up, I say, and I will point out to you the means of escape. Leave this 
mansion instantly, while its inmates sleep sound after the last night's revel. I will 
guide you by the secret paths of the forest, known as well to me as to any 
forester that ranges it, and I will not leave you till you are under safe conduct of 
some chief or baron going to the tournament, whose good-will you have 
probably the means of securing." 


As the ears of Isaac received the hopes of escape which this speech intimated, 
he began gradually, and inch by inch, as it were, to raise himself up from the 
ground, until he fairly rested upon his knees, throwing back his long grey hair 
and beard, and fixing his keen black eyes upon the Palmer's face, with a look 
expressive at once of hope and fear, not unmingled with suspicion. But when he 
heard the concluding part of the sentence, his original terror appeared to revive 
in full force, and he dropt once more on his face, exclaiming, ''I' possess the 
means of securing good-will! alas! there is but one road to the favour of a 
Christian, and how can the poor Jew find it, whom extortions have already 
reduced to the misery of Lazarus?" Then, as if suspicion had overpowered his 


Thesaurus 
elevating: (adj) inspiring, exhilarating. hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, vanquished, subdued, subjugated, 
exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen overflowing, mild. 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, to, regard, look out. rested: (adj) comfortable. 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, irons: (n) fetters, iron, chain, shackles, revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. fetter, manacles, gyve, bond, bonds, exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, pinion, handcuffs. carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) bleed, mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
fleece, overcharge. indiscriminate, heterogeneous, mourning. 
forester: (n) ranger, arboriculturist, medley, confused, eclectic, motley, | unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
granger, sodbuster, husbandman, different; (v) blended, blent. uncompounded, sheer, simple, 


foster, foot, timberman, tree farmer, overpowered: (adj) beaten, conquered, uncombined, concentrated, homely, 
lumberjack, Forster. inundated, engulfed, flooded, routed, artless, bluff, patent. 
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other feelings, he suddenly exclaimed, "For the love of God, young man, betray 
me not--for the sake of the Great Father who made us all, Jew as well as Gentile, 
Israelite and Ishmaelite--do me no treason! I have not means to secure the good- 
will of a Christian beggar, were he rating it at a single penny." As he spoke these 
last words, he raised himself, and grasped the Palmer's mantle with a look of the 
most earnest entreaty. The pilgrim extricated himself, as if there were 
contamination in the touch. 


"Wert thou loaded with all the wealth of thy tribe," he said, "what interest 
have I to injure thee?--In this dress I am vowed to poverty, nor do I change it for 
aught save a horse and a coat of mail. Yet think not that I care for thy company, 
or propose myself advantage by it; remain here if thou wilt--Cedric the Saxon 
may protect thee." 


"Alas!" said the Jew, "he will not let me travel in his train --Saxon or Norman 
will be equally ashamed of the poor Israelite; and to travel by myself through the 
domains of Philip de Malvoisin and Reginald Front-de-Boeuf--Good youth, I will 
go with you!--Let us haste--let us gird up our loins--let us flee!--Here is thy staff, 
why wilt thou tarry?" 

"I tarry not," said the Pilgrim, giving way to the urgency of his companion; 
"but I must secure the means of leaving this place --follow me." 

He led the way to the adjoining cell, which, as the reader is apprised, was 
occupied by Gurth the swineherd.--"Arise, Gurth," said the Pilgrim, "arise 
quickly. Undo the postern gate, and let out the Jew and me." 


Gurth, whose occupation, though now held so mean, gave him as much 
consequence in Saxon England as that of Eumaeus in Ithaca, was offended at the 
familiar and commanding tone assumed by the Palmer. "The Jew leaving 
Rotherwood," said he, raising himself on his elbow, and looking superciliously 
at him without quitting his pallet, "and travelling in company with the Palmer to 
boot--" 


"I should as soon have dreamt," said Wamba, who entered the apartment at 
the instant, "of his stealing away with a gammon of bacon." 


Thesaurus 
apprised: (adj) conscious, informed, solicitation. tester, stretcher, shakedown, scope, 
familiar, knowledgeable. extricated: (adj) free, disengaged, freer, reach, bunk, paillasse. 
aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, emancipated, freed. quitting: (n) departure, resignation. 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; gird: (adv, v) encircle, environ; (v) superciliously: (adv) arrogantly, 
(adj) any. begird, circle, girt, jest; (n) jeer, scoff, disdainfully, proudly, conceitedly, 
beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, deride; (n, v) fortify, brace. snootily, snidely, sneeringly, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; contumeliously, pompously, 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, (v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, | bumptiously, overbearingly. 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver. blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) abuse. tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 
entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, repair, delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
petition, adjuration, supplication, protect, help. (adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 


suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) pallet: (n) bed, stillage, berth, range, complete, finish. 
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"Nevertheless," said Gurth, again laying down his head on the wooden log 
which served him for a pillow, "both Jew and Gentile must be content to abide 
the opening of the great gate--we suffer no visitors to depart by stealth at these 
unseasonable hours." 


"Nevertheless," said the Pilgrim, in a commanding tone, "you will not, I think, 
refuse me that favour." 


So saying, he stooped over the bed of the recumbent swineherd, and 
whispered something in his ear in Saxon. Gurth started up as if electrified. The 
Pilgrim, raising his finger in an attitude as if to express caution, added, "Gurth, 
beware--thou are wont to be prudent. I say, undo the postern--thou shalt know 
more anon." 


With hasty alacrity Gurth obeyed him, while and the Jew followed, both 
wondering at the sudden change in the swineherd's demeanour. "My mule, my 
mule!" said the Jew, as soon as they stood without the postern. 


"Fetch him his mule," said the Pilgrim; "and, hearest thou, --let me have 
another, that I may bear him company till he is beyond these parts--I will return 
it safely to some of Cedric's train at Ashby. And do thou'--he whispered the rest 
in Gurth's ear. 

"Willingly, most willingly shall it be done," said Gurth, and instantly 
departed to execute the commission. 

"I wish I knew," said Wamba, when his comrade's back was turned, "what 
you Palmers learn in the Holy Land." 

"To say our orisons, fool," answered the Pilgrim, "to repent our sins, and to 
mortify ourselves with fastings, vigils, and long prayers." 

"Something more potent than that," answered the Jester; "for when would 
repentance or prayer make Gurth do a courtesy, or fasting or vigil persuade him 


to lend you a mule?--l trow you might as well have told his favourite black boar 
of thy vigils and penance, and wouldst have gotten as civil an answer." 


"Go to," said the Pilgrim, "thou art but a Saxon fool." 


Thesaurus 

alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, mortify: (v) humble, disgrace, abase, trow: (adj) opine, weet, be of opinion, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, crush, embarrass, degrade, shame, conceive; (v) believe, possess. 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, | demean, depress; (n, v) chagrin; (adj, unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: v) confuse. inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, improper, immature, inconvenient, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, _ ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. illtimed. 
delay. repentance: (n) contrition, penance, vigils: (n) dulia, hyperdulia. 

boar: (n) pig, swine, dog, wild boar, remorse, regret, compunction, wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
hog, Sus scrofa, entire horse, stallion, sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
sow, horse, hart. attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 


gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire. (n) shamelessness, brazenness. rut; (v) practise. 
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"Thou sayst well." said the Jester; "had I been born a Norman, as I think thou 
art, I would have had luck on my side, and been next door to a wise man." 


At this moment Gurth appeared on the opposite side of the moat with the 
mules. The travellers crossed the ditch upon a drawbridge of only two planks 
breadth, the narrowness of which was matched with the straitness of the postern, 
and with a little wicket in the exterior palisade, which gave access to the forest. 
No sooner had they reached the mules, than the Jew, with hasty and trembling 
hands, secured behind the saddle a small bag of blue buckram, which he took 
from under his cloak, containing, as be muttered, "a change of raiment--only a 
change of raiment." Then getting upon the animal with more alacrity and haste 
than could have been anticipated from his years, he lost no time in so disposing 
of the skirts of his gabardine as to conceal completely from observation the 
burden which he had thus deposited "en croupe". 


The Pilgrim mounted with more deliberation, reaching, as he departed, his 
hand to Gurth, who kissed it with the utmost possible veneration. The 
swineherd stood gazing after the travellers until they were lost under the boughs 
of the forest path, when he was disturbed from his reverie by the voice of 
Wamba. 


"Knowest thou," said the Jester, "my good friend Gurth, that thou art 
strangely courteous and most unwontedly pious on this summer morning? I 
would I were a black Prior or a barefoot Palmer, to avail myself of thy unwonted 
zeal and courtesy --certes, I would make more out of it than a kiss of the hand." 


"Thou art no fool thus far, Wamba," answered Gurth, "though thou arguest 
from appearances, and the wisest of us can do no more --But it is time to look 
after my charge." 


So saying, he turned back to the mansion, attended by the Jester. 


Meanwhile the travellers continued to press on their journey with a dispatch 
which argued the extremity of the Jew's fears, since persons at his age are seldom 
fond of rapid motion, The Palmer, to whom every path and outlet in the wood 
appeared to be familiar, led the way through the most devious paths, and more 


Thesaurus 


barefoot: (adj) shoeless, unshod, bare 
footed. ANTONYM: (adj) shoed. 

buckram: (adj) stiff, starchy, besotted, 
formal, blotto, blind drunk; (v) 
formality, stiffness, stiffen; (n) fabric, 
cloth. 

gabardine: (n) gaberdine, flannel, 


doublet, CHUDDER, camisole, barbe, 
pants, material, textile, trousers, vest. 


gazing: (adj) fixed. 
narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 


smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy. 


paths: (n) path. 
reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 


brown study, revery, trance, 
abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
the air; (adj) preoccupation, 
distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality. 


unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 


unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 
extraordinary, scarce, unaccountable, 
remarkable. 

unwontedly: (adv) unusually, 
infrequently, rarely, unaccustomedly. 

veneration: (n) respect, awe, honor, 
devotion, esteem, adoration, 
deference, estimation, worship, 
admiration, thaumatolatry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
disapproval. 
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than once excited anew the suspicion of the Israelite, that he intended to betray 
him into some ambuscade of his enemies. 


His doubts might have been indeed pardoned; for, except perhaps the flying 
fish, there was no race existing on the earth, in the air, or the waters, who were 
the object of such an unintermitting, general, and relentless persecution as the 
Jews of this period. Upon the slightest and most unreasonable pretences, as well 
as upon accusations the most absurd and groundless, their persons and property 
were exposed to every turn of popular fury; for Norman, Saxon, Dane, and 
Briton, however adverse these races were to each other, contended which should 
look with greatest detestation upon a people, whom it was accounted a point of 
religion to hate, to revile, to despise, to plunder, and to persecute. The kings of 
the Norman race, and the independent nobles, who followed their example in all 
acts of tyranny, maintained against this devoted people a persecution of a more 
regular, calculated, and self-interested kind. It is a well-known story of King 
John, that he confined a wealthy Jew in one of the royal castles, and daily caused 
one of his teeth to be torn out, until, when the jaw of the unhappy Israelite was 
half disfurnished, he consented to pay a large sum, which it was the tyrant's 
object to extort from him. The little ready money which was in the country was 
chiefly in possession of this persecuted people, and the nobility hesitated not to 
follow the example of their sovereign, in wringing it from them by every species 
of oppression, and even personal torture. Yet the passive courage inspired by 
the love of gain, induced the Jews to dare the various evils to which they were 
subjected, in consideration of the immense profits which they were enabled to 
realize in a country naturally so wealthy as England. In spite of every kind of 
discouragement, and even of the special court of taxations already mentioned, 
called the Jews' Exchequer, erected for the very purpose of despoiling and 
distressing them, the Jews increased, multiplied, and accumulated huge sums, 
which they transferred from one hand to another by means of bills of exchange-- 
an invention for which commerce is said to be indebted to them, and which 
enabled them to transfer their wealth from land to land, that when threatened 
with oppression in one country, their treasure might be secured in another. 


Thesaurus 


ambuscade: (n, v) ambush, trap; (v) 
waylay, bushwhack, lurk, lie in wait, 
scupper; (n) bushment, lying in wait, 
ambuscado. 

despoiling: (n) havoc, depredation. 

detestation: (n) abomination, hatred, 
odium, antipathy, aversion, 
repulsion, dislike, execration, 
loathing, revulsion; (n, v) hate. 
ANTONYM: (n) adoration. 

discouragement: (n) dismay, 
disappointment, despair, determent, 


depression, deterrent, despondency, 
check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, 
hopefulness. 

persecute: (v) molest, chase, badger, 
harry, follow, plague, bait, afflict, 
beset; (adj, v) oppress; (adj) aggrieve. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, support. 

plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) 
despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
depredation. 


revile: (v) abuse, rail, vilify, reproach, 
taunt, vituperate, attack, denounce; 
(n, v) malign; (adj, v) profane, 
blaspheme. ANTONYM: (v) praise. 

unintermitting: (adj, v) unrelenting; (n, 
v) uninterrupted; (v) unvarying, 
unshifting. 

wringing: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaked to the skin, soaking wet, 
sodden, sopping, sopping wet, wet, 
wet through, wringing wet, soaking. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 
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The obstinacy and avarice of the Jews being thus in a measure placed in 
opposition to the fanaticism that tyranny of those under whom they lived, 
seemed to increase in proportion to the persecution with which they were 
visited; and the immense wealth they usually acquired in commerce, while it 
frequently placed them in danger, was at other times used to extend their 
influence, and to secure to them a certain degree of protection. On these terms 
they lived; and their character, influenced accordingly, was watchful, suspicious, 
and timid--yet obstinate, uncomplying, and skilful in evading the dangers to 
which they were exposed. 


When the travellers had pushed on at a rapid rate through many devious 
paths, the Palmer at length broke silence. 


"That large decayed oak," he said, "marks the boundaries over which Front- 
de-Boeuf claims authority--we are long since far from those of Malvoisin. There 
is now no fear of pursuit." 


"May the wheels of their chariots be taken off," said the Jew, "like those of the 
host of Pharaoh, that they may drive heavily! --But leave me not, good Pilgrim-- 
Think but of that fierce and savage Templar, with his Saracen slaves--they will 
regard neither territory, nor manor, nor lordship." 


"Our road," said the Palmer, "should here separate; for it beseems not men of 
my character and thine to travel together longer than needs must be. Besides, 
what succour couldst thou have from me, a peaceful Pilgrim, against two armed 
heathens?" 


"O good youth," answered the Jew, "thou canst defend me, and I know thou 
wouldst. Poor as I am, I will requite it--not with money, for money, so help me 
my Father Abraham, I have none--but --" 


"Money and recompense," said the Palmer, interrupting him, "I have already 
said I require not of thee. Guide thee I can; and, it may be, even in some sort 
defend thee; since to protect a Jew against a Saracen, can scarce be accounted 
unworthy of a Christian. Therefore, Jew, I will see thee safe under some fitting 


Thesaurus 
avarice: (n) cupidity, covetousness, dodging; (v) evade; (adj) intangible, succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
rapacity, avariciousness, avidity, fugitive. relief, ministration, mercy, assistance, 
eagerness, voracity, voraciousness, fanaticism: (n) bigotry, intolerance, helping, ease, embossment; (v) 
stinginess; (adj, n) greediness; (adj) zealotry, devotion, dedication, relieve, further. 
extortion. ANTONYMS: (n) iconoclasm; (n, v) zeal, passion; (adj, _uncomplying: (adj) insubordinate. 
philanthropy, benevolence, charity. n) monomania; (v) ardor; (adj) watchful: (adj) alert, observant, 
decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, fascination. ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, careful, cautious, wary, attentive, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, moderation, tolerance. wakeful, mindful, circumspect, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) interrupting: (adj) cross, interchanged, sleepless, awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) interpelling, meddlesome, adverse, inattentive, negligent, oblivious, 
matured, restored, strengthened. defensive, contrary, interpellant, forgetful, careless, asleep, trusting, 


evading: (n) avoidance, escaping, interruptive. unprepared, reckless. 
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escort. We are now not far from the town of Sheffield, where thou mayest easily 
find many of thy tribe with whom to take refuge." 


"The blessing of Jacob be upon thee, good youth!" said the Jew; "in Sheffield I 
can harbour with my kinsman Zareth, and find some means of travelling forth 
with safety." 


"Be it so," said the Palmer; "at Sheffield then we part, and half-an-hour's 
riding will bring us in sight of that town." 


The half hour was spent in perfect silence on both parts; the Pilgrim perhaps 
disdaining to address the Jew, except in case of absolute necessity, and the Jew 
not presuming to force a conversation with a person whose journey to the Holy 
Sepulchre gave a sort of sanctity to his character. They paused on the top of a 
gently rising bank, and the Pilgrim, pointing to the town of Sheffield, which lay 
beneath them, repeated the words, "Here, then, we part." 


"Not till you have had the poor Jew's thanks," said Isaac; "for I presume not 
to ask you to go with me to my kinsman Zareth's, who might aid me with some 
means of repaying your good offices." 


"I have already said," answered the Pilgrim, "that I desire no recompense. If 
among the huge list of thy debtors, thou wilt, for my sake, spare the gyves and 
the dungeon to some unhappy Christian who stands in thy danger, I shall hold 
this morning's service to thee well bestowed." 


"Stay, stay," said the Jew, laying hold of his garment; "something would I do 
more than this, something for thyself. --God knows the Jew is poor--yes, Isaac is 
the beggar of his tribe--but forgive me should I guess what thou most lackest at 
this moment." 


"If thou wert to guess truly," said the Palmer, "it is what thou canst not 
supply, wert thou as wealthy as thou sayst thou art poor." 


"As I say?" echoed the Jew; "O! believe it, I say but the truth; I am a plundered, 
indebted, distressed man. Hard hands have wrung from me my goods, my 
money, my ships, and all that I possessed--Yet I can tell thee what thou lackest, 
and, it may be, supply it too. Thy wish even now is for a horse and armour." 


Thesaurus 
distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, guard, guide, conduct, date; (v) consanguinity; (v) confederate. 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, accompany, see; (n) suite, attendant. pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, desert, scoring. 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) leave, follow. presume: (v) dare, consider, believe, 
composed, content, euphoric, happy, indebted: (adj) grateful, appreciative, think, infer, guess, expect, esteem, 
comforted, glad, joyful, collected, thankful, obliged, liable, insolvent, conclude, suppose, conjecture. 
unconcerned, unaffected. broke; (prep) beholden, debted; (n) ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, despair, 
dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, debtor; (v) owe. ANTONYM: (adj) speculate. 
jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, ungrateful. presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
Bastille, bridewell, detention, house kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
of correction. kindred, kinswoman, description, conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 


escort: (n, v) chaperon, attend, convoy, forefather, countryman, detail, pretentious, confident. 
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The Palmer started, and turned suddenly towards the Jew:--"What fiend 
prompted that guess?" said he, hastily. 


"No matter," said the Jew, smiling, "so that it be a true one --and, as I can 
guess thy want, so I can supply it." 


"But consider," said the Palmer, "my character, my dress, my vow." 


"I know you Christians," replied the Jew, "and that the noblest of you will 
take the staff and sandal in superstitious penance, and walk afoot to visit the 
graves of dead men." 


"Blaspheme not, Jew," said the Pilgrim, sternly. 


"Forgive me," said the Jew; "I spoke rashly. But there dropt words from you 
last night and this morning, that, like sparks from flint, showed the metal within; 
and in the bosom of that Palmer's gown, is hidden a knight's chain and spurs of 
gold. They glanced as you stooped over my bed in the morning." 


The Pilgrim could not forbear smiling. "Were thy garments searched by as 
curious an eye, Isaac," said he, "what discoveries might not be made?" 


"No more of that," said the Jew, changing colour; and drawing forth his 
writing materials in haste, as if to stop the conversation, he began to write upon a 
piece of paper which he supported on the top of his yellow cap, without 
dismounting from his mule. When he had finished, he delivered the scroll, 
which was in the Hebrew character, to the Pilgrim, saying, "In the town of 
Leicester all men know the rich Jew, Kirjath Jairam of Lombardy; give him this 
scroll--he hath on sale six Milan harnesses, the worst would suit a crowned head- 
-ten goodly steeds, the worst might mount a king, were he to do battle for his 
throne. Of these he will give thee thy choice, with every thing else that can 
furnish thee forth for the tournament: when it is over, thou wilt return them 
safely--unless thou shouldst have wherewith to pay their value to the owner." 


"But, Isaac," said the Pilgrim, smiling, "dost thou know that in these sports, 
the arms and steed of the knight who is unhorsed are forfeit to his victor? Now I 
may be unfortunate, and so lose what I cannot replace or repay." 


Thesaurus 
afoot: (n) afloat, prevalent; (v) on foot, forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, punishment, reparation, hair shirt. 
on the tapis, agoing; (adv) walking, tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, sandal: (n) shoe, boot, pump, 
abroach; (adj) underway, itinerant, relinquish; (n) predecessor, espadrille, pusher, huaraches, 
current. progenitor, forebear. sandals, sandalwood, galoche, 
blaspheme: (adj, v) desecrate, profane; forfeit: (n) penalty, deprivation, cost; goloshes, huarache. 
(v) swear, defile, damn, cuss, (v) abandon, forgo, relinquish, waive; scroll: (n, v) roll, list, roller, record; (n) 
imprecate, utter, violate; (adj) be (n, v) sacrifice, pawn; (adj) confiscate, curlicue, curl, archive, helix, book, 
impious, scoff. ANTONYM: (v) lost. ANTONYMS: (n) retention; (v) whorl; (v) role. 
consecrate. claim, redeem, receive, maintain. steed: (n) horse, mount, charger, 
crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, penance: (n) atonement, sacrament, knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 
browbound, incoronate, successful. confession, compunction, penalty, stallion, mare. 


dismounting: (n) dismantling, arrival. expiation, remorse, repentance, wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith. 
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The Jew looked somewhat astounded at this possibility; but collecting his 
courage, he replied hastily. "No--no--no--It is impossible--I will not think so. 
The blessing of Our Father will be upon thee. Thy lance will be powerful as the 
rod of Moses." 


So saying, he was turning his mule's head away, when the Palmer, in his turn, 
took hold of his gaberdine. "Nay, but Isaac, thou knowest not all the risk. The 
steed may be slain, the armour injured--for I will spare neither horse nor man. 
Besides, those of thy tribe give nothing for nothing; something there must be 
paid for their use." 


The Jew twisted himself in the saddle, like a man in a fit of the colic; but his 
better feelings predominated over those which were most familiar to him. "I care 
not," he said, "I care not--let me go. If there is damage, it will cost you nothing--if 
there is usage money, Kirjath Jairam will forgive it for the sake of his kinsman 
Isaac. Fare thee well!--Yet hark thee, good youth," said he, turning about, "thrust 
thyself not too forward into this vain hurly-burly--I speak not for endangering 


the steed, and coat of armour, but for the sake of thine own life and limbs." 


"Gramercy for thy caution," said the Palmer, again smiling; "I will use thy 
courtesy frankly, and it will go hard with me but I will requite it." 


They parted, and took different roads for the town of Sheffield. 


astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast. 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, 
mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, luck, 
advantage, boon, bless, godsend. 
ANTONYMS: (n) curse, misfortune, 
disaster, condemnation, adversity, 
desecration, refusal, veto, 
disadvantage. 

colic: (n) Uterine colic , gripe, hurting, 


Thesaurus 


mulligrubs, pain, stomach pain, 
tummy ache, newborn colic, 
enteralgia, intestinal colic, tummy 
pain. 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, 


listen in; (n) look here, look you, look. 


lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, 
assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, 
impale, open, gore. 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 


dividable. 


slain: (v) slay; (adj) overthrown, mat, 


fallen, dejected, cast down. 


vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 


fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Knights, with a long retinue of their squires, 

In gaudy liveries march and quaint attires; 

One laced the helm, another held the lance, 

A third the shining buckler did advance. 

The courser paw'd the ground with restless feet, 


And snorting foam'd and champ'd the golden bit. 


The smiths and armourers on palfreys ride, 

Files in their hands, and hammers at their side; 
And nails for loosen'd spears, and thongs for shields provide. 
The yeomen guard the streets in seemly bands; 
And clowns come crowding on, with cudgels in their hands. 
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Palamon and Arcite 


The condition of the English nation was at this time sufficiently miserable. 
King Richard was absent a prisoner, and in the power of the perfidious and cruel 
Duke of Austria. Even the very place of his captivity was uncertain, and his fate 
but very imperfectly known to the generality of his subjects, who were, in the 
meantime, a prey to every species of subaltern oppression. 


Prince John, in league with Philip of France, Coeur-de-Lion's mortal enemy, 
was using every species of influence with the Duke of Austria, to prolong the 
captivity of his brother Richard, to whom he stood indebted for so many favours. 


buckler: (n) escutcheon, scutcheon, 
scutum, aegis; (v) armor, fender, 
carapace, buffer, defend, mask, 
armored vest. 

courser: (n) shorebird, steed, hunter, 
thoroughbred, palfrey, nag, 
Galloway, blood horse, beast of 
burden, beast; (adj) eagle. 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding. 


imperfectly: (adv) faultily, defectively, 


badly, deficiently, incompletely, 


Thesaurus 


partially, poorly, inadequately, 
sketchily, incorrectly, halfway. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) perfectly, 
flawlessly, correctly, well. 

laced: (adj) even, fastened, spiked, 
drunk, decorated, alcoholic. 

perfidious: (adj) false, unfaithful, 
faithless, treacherous, dishonest, 
Punic, insidious, deceitful, untrue, 
traitorous, lying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
loyal. 

seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 


(adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable, 
decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
inappropriate. 

snorting: (n) puffing, laughter, 
expiration, breathing out, exhalation. 

subaltern: (adj, n) subordinate, sub; 
(adj) secondary, lower, menial, 
dependent, petty, underling, lowly, 
subject; (n) ensign. 
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In the meantime, he was strengthening his own faction in the kingdom, of which 
he proposed to dispute the succession, in case of the King's death, with the 
legitimate heir, Arthur Duke of Brittany, son of Geoffrey Plantagenet, the elder 
brother of John. This usurpation, it is well known, he afterwards effected. His 
own character being light, profligate, and perfidious, John easily attached to his 
person and faction, not only all who had reason to dread the resentment of 
Richard for criminal proceedings during his absence, but also the numerous class 
of "lawless resolutes," whom the crusades had turned back on their country, 
accomplished in the vices of the East, impoverished in substance, and hardened 
in character, and who placed their hopes of harvest in civil commotion. To these 
causes of public distress and apprehension, must be added, the multitude of 
outlaws, who, driven to despair by the oppression of the feudal nobility, and the 
severe exercise of the forest laws, banded together in large gangs, and, keeping 
possession of the forests and the wastes, set at defiance the justice and 
magistracy of the country. The nobles themselves, each fortified within his own 
castle, and playing the petty sovereign over his own dominions, were the leaders 
of bands scarce less lawless and oppressive than those of the avowed 
depredators. To maintain these retainers, and to support the extravagance and 
magnificence which their pride induced them to affect, the nobility borrowed 
sums of money from the Jews at the most usurious interest, which gnawed into 
their estates like consuming cankers, scarce to be cured unless when 
circumstances gave them an opportunity of getting free, by exercising upon their 
creditors some act of unprincipled violence. 


Under the various burdens imposed by this unhappy state of affairs, the 
people of England suffered deeply for the present, and had yet more dreadful 
cause to fear for the future. To augment their misery, a contagious disorder of a 
dangerous nature spread through the land; and, rendered more virulent by the 
uncleanness, the indifferent food, and the wretched lodging of the lower classes, 
swept off many whose fate the survivors were tempted to envy, as exempting 
them from the evils which were to come. 


Thesaurus 


banded: (adj) connected, striped, 
agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted. 

gnawed: (v) gnow, eroded. 

magistracy: (n) post, situation, spot, 
position, office, place, jurisdiction, 
berth. 

profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 
corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n) 
prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical, 


parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent. 

uncleanness: (n) filth, dirtiness, dirt, 
defilement, squalor, grease, 
griminess, squalidness, dinginess, 
smuttiness, muck. ANTONYM: (n) 
purity. 

unprincipled: (adj) abandoned, 
unscrupulous, depraved, dishonest, 
unethical, profligate, dissolute, 
shameless, unconscionable, vicious, 
immoral. ANTONYMS: (adj) ethical, 


moral, honest, professional. 


usurious: (adj) unconscionable, 


exorbitant, steep, outrageous; (v) 
churlish, covetous, ungenerous, 
sordid, hidebound, mercenary, 
illiberal. 


usurpation: (n) encroachment, 


appropriation, seizure, accroachment, 
gaining control, coup d'etat, 
presumption; (adj, n) violation; (adj) 
overpowering, overwhelming; (v) 
deposition. 
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Yet amid these accumulated distresses, the poor as well as the rich, the vulgar 
as well as the noble, in the event of a tournament, which was the grand spectacle 
of that age, felt as much interested as the half-starved citizen of Madrid, who has 
not a real left to buy provisions for his family, feels in the issue of a bull-feast. 
Neither duty nor infirmity could keep youth or age from such exhibitions. The 
Passage of Arms, as it was called, which was to take place at Ashby, in the 
county of Leicester, as champions of the first renown were to take the field in the 
presence of Prince John himself, who was expected to grace the lists, had 
attracted universal attention, and an immense confluence of persons of all ranks 
hastened upon the appointed morning to the place of combat. 


The scene was singularly romantic. On the verge of a wood, which 
approached to within a mile of the town of Ashby, was an extensive meadow, of 
the finest and most beautiful green turf, surrounded on one side by the forest, 
and fringed on the other by straggling oak-trees, some of which had grown to an 
immense size. The ground, as if fashioned on purpose for the martial display 
which was intended, sloped gradually down on all sides to a level bottom, which 
was enclosed for the lists with strong palisades, forming a space of a quarter of a 
mile in length, and about half as broad. The form of the enclosure was an oblong 
square, save that the corners were considerably rounded off, in order to afford 
more convenience for the spectators. The openings for the entry of the 
combatants were at the northern and southern extremities of the lists, accessible 
by strong wooden gates, each wide enough to admit two horsemen riding 
abreast. At each of these portals were stationed two heralds, attended by six 
trumpets, as many pursuivants, and a strong body of men-at-arms for 
maintaining order, and ascertaining the quality of the knights who proposed to 
engage in this martial game. 


On a platform beyond the southern entrance, formed by a natural elevation 
of the ground, were pitched five magnificent pavilions, adorned with pennons of 
russet and black, the chosen colours of the five knights challengers. The cords of 
the tents were of the same colour. Before each pavilion was suspended the 
shield of the knight by whom it was occupied, and beside it stood his squire, 


Thesaurus 
confluence: (n) meeting, concurrence, infirmity: (adj, n) frailty, foible, ranks: (n) rank and file. 
junction, assembly, union, conflux, imbecility; (n) feebleness, impotence, sloped: (adj) slanting, oblique, sloping, 
crowd, convergence, coming disability, decrepitude, illness, inclined, aslope, diagonal, aslant, 
together, aggregation; (v) corrivation. sickness, disease, weakness. leaned, leant, colored, biased. 
ANTONYM: (n) split. ANTONYMS: (n) health, wellness, straggling: (adj) rambling, straggly, 
corners: (adj) cornered. strength. spread, few, trailing, untidy, 
fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, maintaining: (n) contention, vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought. continuation; (adj) affirming, ANTONYM: (adj) compact. 
fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, assertory. tents: (n) encampment. 
feathered, bushy, decorated, oblong: (adj) oval, elliptical, trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
fimbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, rectangular, rounded; (v) pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 


befringed, rough, laciniated. longitudinal; (n) block, quadrangle. trumpet. 
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quaintly disguised as a salvage or silvan man, or in some other fantastic dress, 
according to the taste of his master, and the character he was pleased to assume 
during the game. The central pavilion, as the place of honour, had been assigned 
to Brian be Bois-Guilbert, whose renown in all games of chivalry, no less than his 
connexions with the knights who had undertaken this Passage of Arms, had 
occasioned him to be eagerly received into the company of the challengers, and 
even adopted as their chief and leader, though he had so recently joined them. 
On one side of his tent were pitched those of Reginald Front-de-Boeuf and 
Richard de Malvoisin, and on the other was the pavilion of Hugh de Grantmesnil, 
a noble baron in the vicinity, whose ancestor had been Lord High Steward of 
England in the time of the Conqueror, and his son William Rufus. Ralph de 
Vipont, a knight of St John of Jerusalem, who had some ancient possessions at a 
place called Heather, near Ashby-de-la-Zouche, occupied the fifth pavilion. 
From the entrance into the lists, a gently sloping passage, ten yards in breadth, 
led up to the platform on which the tents were pitched. It was strongly secured 
by a palisade on each side, as was the esplanade in front of the pavilions, and the 
whole was guarded by men-at-arms. 


The northern access to the lists terminated in a similar entrance of thirty feet 
in breadth, at the extremity of which was a large enclosed space for such knights 
as might be disposed to enter the lists with the challengers, behind which were 
placed tents containing refreshments of every kind for their accommodation, 
with armourers, tarriers, and other attendants, in readiness to give their services 
wherever they might be necessary. 


The exterior of the lists was in part occupied by temporary galleries, spread 
with tapestry and carpets, and accommodated with cushions for the convenience 
of those ladies and nobles who were expected to attend the tournament. A 
narrow space, betwixt these galleries and the lists, gave accommodation for 
yeomanry and spectators of a better degree than the mere vulgar, and might be 
compared to the pit of a theatre. The promiscuous multitude arranged 
themselves upon large banks of turf prepared for the purpose, which, aided by 
the natural elevation of the ground, enabled them to overlook the galleries, and 


Thesaurus 
carpets: (n) carpeting. peculiarly, queerly, strangely, tapestry: (n) arras, tapis, textile, 
esplanade: (n) walkway, park, parade, outlandishly, charmingly, pleasingly. embroidery, hanging, carpet, cloth, 
mall, public walk, place, boulevard, salvage: (v) save, recover, deliver, complexness, fabric, material, 
path; (adj, n) terrace; (adj) parterre, relieve, redemption, redeem, retrieve, mending. 
estrade. free; (n) delivery, retrieval; (n, v) terminated: (adj) complete, all over, 
promiscuous: (adj, v) miscellaneous; release. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, over, extinct, accomplished, closed, 
(adj) mixed, random, confused, loose, abandon, discard; (n) loss. highly skilled; (adj, adv) ended, 


wanton, disorderly, licentious, light, sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) finished, done; (adv) completed. 

easy, heterogeneous. ANTONYMS: slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, yeomanry: (n) class, troops of the line, 

(adj) moral, pure, chaste. leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, troops, the line, guard, military 
quaintly: (adv) unusually, oddly, aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) forces, the army, Sabaoth, social class, 

curiously, weirdly, singularly, horizontal, upright. standing army, militia. 
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obtain a fair view into the lists. Besides the accommodation which these stations 
afforded, many hundreds had perched themselves on the branches of the trees 
which surrounded the meadow; and even the steeple of a country church, at 
some distance, was crowded with spectators. 


It only remains to notice respecting the general arrangement, that one gallery 
in the very centre of the eastern side of the lists, and consequently exactly 
opposite to the spot where the shock of the combat was to take place, was raised 
higher than the others, more richly decorated, and graced by a sort of throne and 
canopy, on which the royal arms were emblazoned. Squires, pages, and yeomen 
in rich liveries, waited around this place of honour, which was designed for 
Prince John and his attendants. Opposite to this royal gallery was another, 
elevated to the same height, on the western side of the lists; and more gaily, if 
less sumptuously decorated, than that destined for the Prince himself. A train of 
pages and of young maidens, the most beautiful who could be selected, gaily 
dressed in fancy habits of green and pink, surrounded a throne decorated in the 
same colours. Among pennons and flags bearing wounded hearts, burning 
hearts, bleeding hearts, bows and quivers, and all the commonplace emblems of 
the triumphs of Cupid, a blazoned inscription informed the spectators, that this 
seat of honour was designed for "La Royne de las Beaulte et des Amours". But 
who was to represent the Queen of Beauty and of Love on the present occasion 
no one was prepared to guess. 


Meanwhile, spectators of every description thronged forward to occupy their 
respective stations, and not without many quarrels concerning those which they 
were entitled to hold. Some of these were settled by the men-at-arms with brief 
ceremony; the shafts of their battle-axes, and pummels of their swords, being 
readily employed as arguments to convince the more refractory. Others, which 
involved the rival claims of more elevated persons, were determined by the 
heralds, or by the two marshals of the field, William de Wyvil, and Stephen de 
Martival, who, armed at all points, rode up and down the lists to enforce and 
preserve good order among the spectators. 


Thesaurus 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, inscription: (n) epigraph, entry, campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, dedication, autograph, epitaph, (adj) pyramid, column, obelisk, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) registration, lettering, writing, monument, pillar. 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, lowly, record, superscription, title. sumptuously: (adv) luxuriously, 
decreased, humble, inferior, lessened, perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the splendidly, gorgeously, expensively, 
low, sunken, undignified, lowered. edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, richly, grandly, lavishly, 

gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, suspended, perked up. magnificently, affluently, deluxely, 
jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, refractory: (adj) disobedient, obstinate, lushly. ANTONYM: (adv) scantily. 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, perverse, recalcitrant, stubborn, thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. fractious, contumacious, headstrong, populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, anxiously, unruly, wayward, restive. sprightly, sensitive, replete, 


dully, despondently. steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) overflowing; (n) persistent. 
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Gradually the galleries became filled with knights and nobles, in their robes 
of peace, whose long and rich-tinted mantles were contrasted with the gayer and 
more splendid habits of the ladies, who, in a greater proportion than even the 
men themselves, thronged to witness a sport, which one would have thought too 
bloody and dangerous to afford their sex much pleasure. The lower and interior 
space was soon filled by substantial yeomen and burghers, and such of the lesser 
gentry, as, from modesty, poverty, or dubious title, durst not assume any higher 
place. It was of course amongst these that the most frequent disputes for 
precedence occurred. 


"Dog of an unbeliever," said an old man, whose threadbare tunic bore 
witness to his poverty, as his sword, and dagger, and golden chain intimated his 
pretensions to rank,--"whelp of a she-wolf! darest thou press upon a Christian, 
and a Norman gentleman of the blood of Montdidier?" 


This rough expostulation was addressed to no other than our acquaintance 
Isaac, who, richly and even magnificently dressed in a gaberdine ornamented 
with lace and lined with fur, was endeavouring to make place in the foremost 
row beneath the gallery for his daughter, the beautiful Rebecca, who had joined 
him at Ashby, and who was now hanging on her father's arm, not a little terrified 
by the popular displeasure which seemed generally excited by her parent's 
presumption. But Isaac, though we have seen him sufficiently timid on other 
occasions, knew well that at present he had nothing to fear. It was not in places 
of general resort, or where their equals were assembled, that any avaricious or 
malevolent noble durst offer him injury. At such meetings the Jews were under 
the protection of the general law; and if that proved a weak assurance, it usually 
happened that there were among the persons assembled some barons, who, for 
their own interested motives, were ready to act as their protectors. On the 
present occasion, Isaac felt more than usually confident, being aware that Prince 
John was even then in the very act of negotiating a large loan from the Jews of 
York, to be secured upon certain jewels and lands. Isaac's own share in this 
transaction was considerable, and he well knew that the Prince's eager desire to 


Thesaurus 

avaricious: (adj) greedy, grasping, sumptuously, marvelously, adorned, bedecked, decked, 
acquisitive, avid, miserly, grabby, wonderfully, fantastically, showily. festooned, feathered, florid. 
parsimonious, penurious; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, modestly, pretensions: (n) airs, affected manner, 
mercenary, sordid, extortionate. badly, abysmally, simply, meagerly, mannerism. 

expostulation: (n) dissuasion, incompetently. robes: (n) garb, fine clothes, costume, 
deprecation, objection, admonition, malevolent: (adj) malicious, malign, best clothes. 
reprehension, dehortation, hateful, bitter, malefic, nasty, spiteful, threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
increpation, reprobation, rebuke, vicious, virulent, baleful, unkind. dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; (adj) 
reproach, reproof. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, merciful, hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 

magnificently: (adv) beautifully, loving, good, benign. tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
grandly, superbly, gloriously, ornamented: (adj) embellished, unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 


majestically, gorgeously, beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, pristine, original. 
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bring it to a conclusion would ensure him his protection in the dilemma in which 
he stood. 


Emboldened by these considerations, the Jew pursued his point, and jostled 
the Norman Christian, without respect either to his descent, quality, or religion. 
The complaints of the old man, however, excited the indignation of the 
bystanders. One of these, a stout well-set yeoman, arrayed in Lincoln green, 
having twelve arrows stuck in his belt, with a baldric and badge of silver, and a 
bow of six feet length in his hand, turned short round, and while his countenance, 
which his constant exposure to weather had rendered brown as a hazel nut, grew 
darker with anger, he advised the Jew to remember that all the wealth he had 
acquired by sucking the blood of his miserable victims had but swelled him like 
a bloated spider, which might be overlooked while he kept in a comer, but 
would be crushed if it ventured into the light. This intimation, delivered in 
Norman-English with a firm voice and a stern aspect, made the Jew shrink back; 
and he would have probably withdrawn himself altogether from a vicinity so 
dangerous, had not the attention of every one been called to the sudden entrance 
of Prince John, who at that moment entered the lists, attended by a numerous 
and gay train, consisting partly of laymen, partly of churchmen, as light in their 
dress, and as gay in their demeanour, as their companions. Among the latter was 
the Prior of Jorvaulx, in the most gallant trim which a dignitary of the church 
could venture to exhibit. Fur and gold were not spared in his garments; and the 
points of his boots, out-heroding the preposterous fashion of the time, turned up 
so very far, as to be attached, not to his knees merely, but to his very girdle, and 
effectually prevented him from putting his foot into the stirrup. This, however, 
was a slight inconvenience to the gallant Abbot, who, perhaps, even rejoicing in 
the opportunity to display his accomplished horsemanship before so many 
spectators, especially of the fair sex, dispensed with the use of these supports to a 
timid rider. The rest of Prince John's retinue consisted of the favourite leaders of 
his mercenary troops, some marauding barons and profligate attendants upon 
the court, with several Knights Templars and Knights of St John. 


Thesaurus 
arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, and tie; (n) skill, manege, ANTONYMS: (adj) altruistic, 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, equestrianism, attainment, philanthropic. 
accustomed. acquisition, acquirement, pursued: (n) hunted person. 
bloated: (adj) swollen, inflated, accomplishment. rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, 
distended, turgid, proud, marauding: (adj) rapacious, pillaging, happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, 
supercilious, haughty, puffed, plundering, preying, prowling, elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) 
pompous, tumescent, tumid. raiding; (n) looting, depredation, rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. ANTONYM: 
girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, banditry. (n) sadness. 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) zone, mercenary: (adj, n) hireling; (adj, v) stirrup: (n) support, brace, clip, shoe, 
ring; (n) cincture, cummerbund, sash. sordid; (adj) mercantile, materialistic, sole, splint, sprit, stirrup iron, rod, 
horsemanship: (adj) airmanship, covetous, commercial, greedy, venal, suspension strap, stilts. 


marksmanship, seamanship; (v) ride avaricious, selfish; (v) illiberal. well-set: (adj) set. 
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It may be here remarked, that the knights of these two orders were accounted 
hostile to King Richard, having adopted the side of Philip of France in the long 
train of disputes which took place in Palestine betwixt that monarch and the 
lion-hearted King of England. It was the well-known consequence of this 
discord that Richard's repeated victories had been rendered fruitless, his 
romantic attempts to besiege Jerusalem disappointed, and the fruit of all the 
glory which he had acquired had dwindled into an uncertain truce with the 
Sultan Saladin. With the same policy which had dictated the conduct of their 
brethren in the Holy Land, the Templars and Hospitallers in England and 
Normandy attached themselves to the faction of Prince John, having little reason 
to desire the return of Richard to England, or the succession of Arthur, his 
legitimate heir. For the opposite reason, Prince John hated and contemned the 
few Saxon families of consequence which subsisted in England, and omitted no 
opportunity of mortifying and affronting them; being conscious that his person 
and pretensions were disliked by them, as well as by the greater part of the 
English commons, who feared farther innovation upon their rights and liberties, 
from a sovereign of John's licentious and tyrannical disposition. 


Attended by this gallant equipage, himself well mounted, and splendidly 
dressed in crimson and in gold, bearing upon his hand a falcon, and having his 
head covered by a rich fur bonnet, adorned with a circle of precious stones, from 
which his long curled hair escaped and overspread his shoulders, Prince John, 
upon a grey and high-mettled palfrey, caracoled within the lists at the head of 
his jovial party, laughing loud with his train, and eyeing with all the boldness of 
royal criticism the beauties who adorned the lofty galleries. 


Those who remarked in the physiognomy of the Prince a dissolute audacity, 
mingled with extreme haughtiness and indifference to, the feelings of others 
could not yet deny to his countenance that sort of comeliness which belongs to 
an open set of features, well formed by nature, modelled by art to the usual rules 
of courtesy, yet so far frank and honest, that they seemed as if they disclaimed to 
conceal the natural workings of the soul. Such an expression is often mistaken 
for manly frankness, when in truth it arises from the reckless indifference of a 


Thesaurus 
affronting: (adj) insulting. field-equipage, buggy, cab, cabriolet, mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 
besiege: (v) beset, beleaguer, chaise. demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
surround, blockade, attack, compass, liberties: (n) freedoms, familiarity, off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
hem in, press, importune, assail, intimacy. annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
bombard. ANTONYMS: (v) help, licentious: (adj) lewd, immoral, filthy, stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) dignified. 
please. abandoned, debauched, lascivious, overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
comeliness: (n) charm, grace, depraved, lecherous, loose, unchaste, disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, wanton. ANTONYMS: (adj) diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
attractiveness, pulchritude, restrained, virtuous, decent. mantle, clothe. 
goodliness, blondness, mense, form. lion-hearted: (adj) manly, heroic, palfrey: (n) horse, roadster, saddle 
equipage: (n) carriage, chariot, fearless. horse, beast of burden, cattle, nag, 


brougham, coach, barouche, rig, modelled: (adj) patterned. beast. 
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libertine disposition, conscious of superiority of birth, of wealth, or of some 
other adventitious advantage, totally unconnected with personal merit. To those 
who did not think so deeply, and they were the greater number by a hundred to 
one, the splendour of Prince John's "rheno", (i.e. fur tippet,) the richness of his 
cloak, lined with the most costly sables, his maroquin boots and golden spurs, 
together with the grace with which he managed his palfrey, were sufficient to 
merit clamorous applause. 


In his joyous caracole round the lists, the attention of the Prince was called by 
the commotion, not yet subsided, which had attended the ambitious movement 
of Isaac towards the higher places of the assembly. The quick eye of Prince John 
instantly recognised the Jew, but was much more agreeably attracted by the 
beautiful daughter of Zion, who, terrified by the tumult, clung close to the arm of 
her aged father. 


The figure of Rebecca might indeed have compared with the proudest 
beauties of England, even though it had been judged by as shrewd a connoisseur 
as Prince John. Her form was exquisitely symmetrical, and was shown to 
advantage by a sort of Eastern dress, which she wore according to the fashion of 
the females of her nation. Her turban of yellow silk suited well with the 
darkness of her complexion. The brilliancy of her eyes, the superb arch of her 
eyebrows, her well-formed aquiline nose, her teeth as white as pearl, and the 
profusion of her sable tresses, which, each arranged in its own little spiral of 
twisted curls, fell down upon as much of a lovely neck and bosom as a simarre of 
the richest Persian silk, exhibiting flowers in their natural colours embossed 
upon a purple ground, permitted to be visible --all these constituted a 
combination of loveliness, which yielded not to the most beautiful of the 
maidens who surrounded her. It is true, that of the golden and pearl-studded 
clasps, which closed her vest from the throat to the waist, the three uppermost 
were left unfastened on account of the heat, which something enlarged the 
prospect to which we allude. A diamond necklace, with pendants of inestimable 
value, were by this means also made more conspicuous. The feather of an 
ostrich, fastened in her turban by an agraffe set with brilliants, was another 


Thesaurus 
adventitious: (adj) accidental, brilliants: (adj) brilliant. ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
secondary, random, haphazard, caracole: (n) canter, drive, Fisk, take unpleasantness, awkwardness. 
casual, aleatory, incident, horse, ride, prance, trot, frisk, sable: (adj) black, dark, dusky, sombre, 
promiscuous, incidental, fortuitous, caracoler; (n, v) curvet; (v) cavort. murky, mournful; (n) ebony, fur, 
foreign. libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, blackness, marten, pitch black. 
allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, tresses: (n) locks, mop, head of hair. 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; (n) unfastened: (adj) open, movable, 
mean, notice, pertain. rake; (adj, n) wanton. loose, unbuttoned, overt, opened, 
brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, opened out, slack, undecided, 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, grace, attractiveness, charm, undetermined, assailable. 
glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; glamour, pulchritude, beauteousness, ANTONYMS: (adj) buttoned, fixed, 


(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss. good looks, cuteness, fineness. shut, tied. 
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distinction of the beautiful Jewess, scoffed and sneered at by the proud dames 
who sat above her, but secretly envied by those who affected to deride them. 


"By the bald scalp of Abraham," said Prince John, "yonder Jewess must be the 
very model of that perfection, whose charms drove frantic the wisest king that 
ever lived! What sayest thou, Prior Aymer?--By the Temple of that wise king, 
which our wiser brother Richard proved unable to recover, she is the very Bride 
of the Canticles!" 


"The Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley,"--answered the Prior, in a sort 
of snuffling tone; "but your Grace must remember she is still but a Jewess." 


"Ay!" added Prince John, without heeding him, "and there is my Mammon of 
unrighteousness too--the Marquis of Marks, the Baron of Byzants, contesting for 
place with penniless dogs, whose threadbare cloaks have not a single cross in 
their pouches to keep the devil from dancing there. By the body of St Mark, my 
prince of supplies, with his lovely Jewess, shall have a place in the gallery!--What 
is she, Isaac? Thy wife or thy daughter, that Eastern houri that thou lockest 
under thy arm as thou wouldst thy treasure-casket?" 


"My daughter Rebecca, so please your Grace," answered Isaac, with a low 
congee, nothing embarrassed by the Prince's salutation, in which, however, there 
was at least as much mockery as courtesy. 


"The wiser man thou," said John, with a peal of laughter, in which his gay 
followers obsequiously joined. "But, daughter or wife, she should be preferred 
according to her beauty and thy merits.--Who sits above there?" he continued, 
bending his eye on the gallery. "Saxon churls, lolling at their lazy length!--out 
upon them!--let them sit close, and make room for my prince of usurers and his 
lovely daughter. I'll make the hinds know they must share the high places of the 
synagogue with those whom the synagogue properly belongs to." 


Those who occupied the gallery to whom this injurious and unpolite speech 
was addressed, were the family of Cedric the Saxon, with that of his ally and 
kinsman, Athelstane of Coningsburgh, a personage, who, on account of his 
descent from the last Saxon monarchs of England, was held in the highest respect 


Thesaurus 
charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels. Graces; (n) woman, Adonis, Apollo, admiringly, courteously. 
congee: (n) gruel, porridge; (v) conge, adult female, Cupid. peal: (n) ding, noise, clang, dingdong, 
depart, quit, bow down. injurious: (adj) evil, harmful, hurtful, blast; (v) chime, knell, toll, echo; (adj, 
contesting: (n) disputation; (adj) rival. destructive, bad, disadvantageous, n) swell; (n, v) bang. 
deride: (v) mock, gibe, taunt, banter, detrimental, adverse, deleterious, places: (n) chairs, seating, spaces. 
insult, scoff, make fun of, laugh at, inimical, damaging. ANTONYMS: sits: (n) sat. 
disparage, poke fun at; (n, v) scorn. (adj) healing, favorable, healthy, snuffling: (adj) sniffly, tearful, snuffly. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flatter, commend, helpful, advantageous, beneficial. unpolite: (adj) rude. 
esteem, compliment, respect, admire, obsequiously: (adv) subserviently, unrighteousness: (n) impiety, iniquity, 
approve. submissively, fawningly, slavishly, dishonesty, sinfulness, dishonor, 
houri: (adj) Aphrodite, Hebe, compliantly, sycophantically, injustice, immorality, impiousness, 


Hyperion, narcissus, Venus, the respectfully, cringingly, politely, crime, irreligion, profaneness. 
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by all the Saxon natives of the north of England. But with the blood of this 
ancient royal race, many of their infirmities had descended to Athelstane. He 
was comely in countenance, bulky and strong in person, and in the flower of his 
age--yet inanimate in expression, dull-eyed, heavy-browed, inactive and sluggish 
in all his motions, and so slow in resolution, that the soubriquet of one of his 
ancestors was conferred upon him, and he was very generally called Athelstane 
the Unready. His friends, and he had many, who, as well as Cedric, were 
passionately attached to him, contended that this sluggish temper arose not from 
want of courage, but from mere want of decision; others alleged that his 
hereditary vice of drunkenness had obscured his faculties, never of a very acute 
order, and that the passive courage and meek good-nature which remained 
behind, were merely the dregs of a character that might have been deserving of 
praise, but of which all the valuable parts had flown off in the progress of a long 
course of brutal debauchery. 


It was to this person, such as we have described him, that the Prince 
addressed his imperious command to make place for Isaac and Rebecca. 
Athelstane, utterly confounded at an order which the manners and feelings of 
the times rendered so injuriously insulting, unwilling to obey, yet 
undetermined how to resist, opposed only the "vis inertiae" to the will of John; 
and, without stirring or making any motion whatever of obedience, opened his 
large grey eyes, and stared at the Prince with an astonishment which had in it 
something extremely ludicrous. But the impatient John regarded it in no such 
light. 

"The Saxon porker," he said, "is either asleep or minds me not --Prick him 
with your lance, De Bracy," speaking to a knight who rode near him, the leader 
of a band of Free Companions, or Condottieri; that is, of mercenaries belonging 
to no particular nation, but attached for the time to any prince by whom they 
were paid. There was a murmur even among the attendants of Prince John; but 
De Bracy, whose profession freed him from all scruples, extended his long lance 
over the space which separated the gallery from the lists, and would have 
executed the commands of the Prince before Athelstane the Unready had 


Thesaurus 
comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, imperative, masterful, dictatorial, moral fiber, morals. 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, commanding, lordly, magisterial, soubriquet: (n) cognomen, moniker, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) seemly; despotic. ANTONYM: (adj) sobriquet, epithet, monicker, 
(adj, adv) sightly, lovely. subservient. byname, name, alias, surname, last 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, injuriously: (adv) detrimentally, name, appellation. 
homely, plain, revolting, unattractive, noxiously, mischievously, undetermined: (adj, v) uncertain, 
ugly. perniciously, deleteriously, badly, indefinite, vague; (adj) indeterminate, 
dregs: (n) residue, grounds, refuse, hurtfully, wrongfully, prejudicially, unsettled, indecisive, unresolved, 
sediment, dreg, remains, settlings, damagingly, insultingly. irresolute, accidental, open; (v) 
feces, trash, waste, dross. scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, ambiguous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
imperious: (adj) haughty, sense of right and wrong, morality, determinate, definite, decided, 


domineering, authoritative, arbitrary, ethical motive, principle, ethics, specific. 
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recovered presence of mind sufficient even to draw back his person from the 
weapon, had not Cedric, as prompt as his companion was tardy, unsheathed, 
with the speed of lightning, the short sword which he wore, and at a single blow 
severed the point of the lance from the handle. The blood rushed into the 
countenance of Prince John. He swore one of his deepest oaths, and was about to 
utter some threat corresponding in violence, when he was diverted from his 
purpose, partly by his own attendants, who gathered around him conjuring him 
to be patient, partly by a general exclamation of the crowd, uttered in loud 
applause of the spirited conduct of Cedric. The Prince rolled his eyes in 
indignation, as if to collect some safe and easy victim; and chancing to encounter 
the firm glance of the same archer whom we have already noticed, and who 
seemed to persist in his gesture of applause, in spite of the frowning aspect 
which the Prince bent upon him, he demanded his reason for clamouring thus. 


"I always add my hollo," said the yeoman, "when I see a good shot, or a 
gallant blow." 


"Sayst thou?" answered the Prince; "then thou canst hit the white thyself, I'll 
warrant." 


"A woodsman's mark, and at woodsman's distance, I can hit," answered the 
yeoman. 


"And Wat Tyrrel's mark, at a hundred yards," said a voice from behind, but 
by whom uttered could not be discerned. 


This allusion to the fate of William Rufus, his Relative, at once incensed and 
alarmed Prince John. He satisfied himself, however, with commanding the men- 
at-arms, who surrounded the lists, to keep an eye on the braggart, pointing to the 
yeoman. 


"By St Grizzel," he added, "we will try his own skill, who is so ready to give 
his voice to the feats of others!" 


"I shall not fly the trial," said the yeoman, with the composure which marked 
his whole deportment. 


Thesaurus 
allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, cue, outcry, hue and cry, blare, blaring, remiss; (adj, adv) backward, dilatory, 
suggestion, mention, intimation, cacophony, call. behindhand; (adj) belated, slack, 
pointer, insinuation, implication, conjuring: (n) magic, hocus-pocus, overdue, delayed, sluggish. 
indication, clue. incantation, sorcery, witchcraft, ANTONYMS: (adj) early, punctual, 
archer: (n) bowman, Sagittarius, sleight of hand, adjuration, figgum, premature, speedy. 
turfman, fan, expert, shot, shooter, conjury, evocation; (adj) magical. unsheathed: (adj) denudate, stripped, 
toxophilite, tell, bowyer. incensed: (adj) angry, exasperated, bald, barren, bleak, completely 
braggart: (n) boaster, braggadocio, enraged, indignant, irate, infuriated, unclothed, denuded, desolate, 
blowhard, bragger, vaunter, egoist; irritated, mad, livid, angered, marginal, naked, nude. 
(v) magniloquent, Thrasonic; (adj) aggravated. ANTONYM: (adj) yeoman: (n) beefeater, gaffer, chap, 
boastful, vainglorious, braggy. pleased. cultivator, fellow, freeholder, blade, 


clamouring: (n) clamour, clamor, tardy: (adj, adv, v) late; (adj, v) slow, good man, swain, wight, woodcutter. 
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"Meanwhile, stand up, ye Saxon churls," said the fiery Prince; "for, by the 
light of Heaven, since I have said it, the Jew shall have his seat amongst ye!" 


"By no means, an it please your Grace!--it is not fit for such as we to sit with 
the rulers of the land," said the Jew; whose ambition for precedence though it 
had led him to dispute Place with the extenuated and impoverished descendant 
of the line of Montdidier, by no means stimulated him to an intrusion upon the 
privileges of the wealthy Saxons. 


"Up, infidel dog when I command you," said Prince John, "or I will have thy 
swarthy hide stript off, and tanned for horse-furniture." 


Thus urged, the Jew began to ascend the steep and narrow steps which led 
up to the gallery. 


"Let me see," said the Prince, "who dare stop him," fixing his eye on Cedric, 
whose attitude intimated his intention to hurl the Jew down headlong. 


The catastrophe was prevented by the clown Wamba, who, springing 
betwixt his master and Isaac, and exclaiming, in answer to the Prince's defiance, 
"Marry, that will I!" opposed to the beard of the Jew a shield of brawn, which he 
plucked from beneath his cloak, and with which, doubtless, he had furnished 
himself, lest the tournament should have proved longer than his appetite could 
endure abstinence. Finding the abomination of his tribe opposed to his very 
nose, while the Jester, at the same time, flourished his wooden sword above his 
head, the Jew recoiled, missed his footing, and rolled down the steps,--an 
excellent jest to the spectators, who set up a loud laughter, in which Prince John 
and his attendants heartily joined. 


"Deal me the prize, cousin Prince," said Wamba; "I have vanquished my foe 
in fair fight with sword and shield," he added, brandishing the brawn in one 
hand and the wooden sword in the other. 

"Who, and what art thou, noble champion?" said Prince John, still laughing. 


"A fool by right of descent," answered the Jester; "I am Wamba, the son of 
Witless, who was the son of Weatherbrain, who was the son of an Alderman." 


Thesaurus 

abstinence: (n) temperance, drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink. dart, pelt, toss, heave, send; (n, v) 
abstention, forbearance, sobriety, brandishing: (n) flourish. fling; (n) casting. ANTONYM: (v) 
chastity, soberness, celibacy, extenuated: (adj) marcid, tabid, hold. 
teetotalism, fast, abstinency, restraint. rawboned, shriveled, lanky; (n) springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
ANTONYMS: (n) excess, intoxication, barebone. bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
revelry, intemperance, drunkenness, headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) prominent, ascending, projecting 
dissipation, extravagance, directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
wantonness. rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, emanation. 

ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, impetuous, sudden, precipitate. stript: (adj) stripped. 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, tanned: (adj) bronzed, suntanned, 
increase, elevate; (n) ascending, considered; (adv) carefully. browned; (n) brunette. ANTONYMS: 


ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, hurl: (v) chuck, dash, pitch, throw, (adj) pale, untanned. 
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"Make room for the Jew in front of the lower ring," said Prince John, not 
unwilling perhaps to, seize an apology to desist from his original purpose; "to 
place the vanquished beside the victor were false heraldry." 


"Knave upon fool were worse," answered the Jester, "and Jew upon bacon 
worst of all." 


"Gramercy! good fellow," cried Prince John, "thou pleasest me --Here, Isaac, 
lend me a handful of byzants." 


As the Jew, stunned by the request, afraid to refuse, and unwilling to comply, 
fumbled in the furred bag which hung by his girdle, and was perhaps 
endeavouring to ascertain how few coins might pass for a handful, the Prince 
stooped from his jennet and settled Isaac's doubts by snatching the pouch itself 
from his side; and flinging to Wamba a couple of the gold pieces which it 
contained, he pursued his career round the lists, leaving the Jew to the derision 
of those around him, and himself receiving as much applause from the 
spectators as if he had done some honest and honourable action. 


Thesaurus 
applause: (n, v) acclaim, praise; (n) derision: (n) contempt, mockery, genette, bayard, donkey, female 
admiration, approval, eulogy, scorn, banter, jeering, disdain, scoff, donkey, ass, jenny ass, gelding. 
compliment, plaudit, commendation, insult, irony, sport, gibe. pouch: (n, v) bag; (n) pocket, poke, 
clapping, clap, ovation. ANTONYMS: (n) applause, esteem, mailbag, sac, pod, purse, sack, 
ANTONYMS: (n) disapproval, Boos, admiration, praise, approval. bladder; (v) bulk, bulge. 
booing, denigration, hisses, hissing, desist: (v) abstain, discontinue, refrain, snatching: (n) capture. 
rejection, condemnation, criticism, avoid, leave, knock off, halt, forbear, spectators: (n) spectator, gallery, 
jeering. end, stop, quit. ANTONYMS: (v) viewer, viewers, attendance. 
ascertain: (v) determine, find out, continue, consume, persevere, go. stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
learn, discover, check, tell, control, doubts: (adj) doubting. stooping, crooked, bended, not 
find, ensure, detect; (adj, v) establish. flinging: (n) casting, cast. straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 


ANTONYM: (v) disprove. jennet: (n) genet, stallion, mare, asymmetrical, droopy. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


At this the challenger with fierce defy 
His trumpet sounds; the challenged makes reply: 
With clangour rings the field, resounds the vaulted sky. 
Their visors closed, their lances in the rest, 
Or at the helmet pointed or the crest, 
They vanish from the barrier, speed the race, 
And spurring see decrease the middle space. 
Palamon and Arcite 


In the midst of Prince John's cavalcade, he suddenly stopt, and appealing to 
the Prior of Jorvaulx, declared the principal business of the day had been 
forgotten. 


"By my halidom," said he, "we have forgotten, Sir Prior, to name the fair 
Sovereign of Love and of Beauty, by whose white hand the palm is to be 
distributed. For my part, I am liberal in my ideas, and I care not if I give my vote 
for the black-eyed Rebecca." 


"Holy Virgin," answered the Prior, turning up his eyes in horror, "a Jewess!-- 
We should deserve to be stoned out of the lists; and I am not yet old enough to 
be a martyr. Besides, I swear by my patron saint, that she is far inferior to the 
lovely Saxon, Rowena." 


Thesaurus 
challenger: (n) rival, contestant, accept. tight, zonked, drunken, inebriate, 
contender, opponent, foe, champion, martyr: (n) sufferer, victim, prey, inebriated, ecstatic, rabid, high, 
enemy, adversary, antagonist, object of compassion, wretch, shorn unconscious. 
participant, nominee. ANTONYM: lamb; (v) martyrize, excruciate, trumpet: (n) horn, cornet, bugle, 
(n) supporter. persecute, torture, afflict. clarion, trump, brass, trombone; (v) 
clangour: (n, v) clang, clangor; (n) rings: (n) ornaments, necklaces, jewels, proclaim, promulgate, show off, 
clank, clash, crash, clangoring, brush. costume jewelry, charms, bracelets. blare. 
defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, spurring: (n) spur, goad, prodding, vaulted: (adj) domed, hollow, hooked, 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, prod, goading, gad, encouragement, testudinated, rounded, arcuated, in 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) branch line, acceleration, urging, the form of an arch, curved, concave, 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, spine. roofed. 


acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, stoned: (adj) intoxicated, drugged, 
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"Saxon or Jew," answered the Prince, "Saxon or Jew, dog or hog, what matters 
it? I say, name Rebecca, were it only to mortify the Saxon churls." 


A murmur arose even among his own immediate attendants. 


"This passes a jest, my lord," said De Bracy; "no knight here will lay lance in 
rest if such an insult is attempted." 


"It is the mere wantonness of insult," said one of the oldest and most 
important of Prince John's followers, Waldemar Fitzurse, "and if your Grace 
attempt it, cannot but prove ruinous to your projects." 

"I entertained you, sir," said John, reining up his palfrey haughtily, "for my 
follower, but not for my counsellor." 

"Those who follow your Grace in the paths which you tread," said Waldemar, 
but speaking in a low voice, "acquire the right of counsellors; for your interest 
and safety are not more deeply gaged than their own." 


>From the tone in which this was spoken, John saw the necessity of 
acquiescence "I did but jest," he said; "and you turn upon me like so many 
adders! Name whom you will, in the fiend's name, and please yourselves." 


"Nay, nay," said De Bracy, "let the fair sovereign's throne remain unoccupied, 
until the conqueror shall be named, and then let him choose the lady by whom it 
shall be filled. It will add another grace to his triumph, and teach fair ladies to 
prize the love of valiant knights, who can exalt them to such distinction." 


"If Brian de Bois-Guilbert gain the prize," said the Prior, "I will gage my 
rosary that I name the Sovereign of Love and Beauty." 


"Bois-Guilbert," answered De Bracy, "is a good lance; but there are others 
around these lists, Sir Prior, who will not fear to encounter him." 


"Silence, sirs," said Waldemar, "and let the Prince assume his seat. The 
knights and spectators are alike impatient, the time advances, and highly fit it is 
that the sports should commence." 


Prince John, though not yet a monarch, had in Waldemar Fitzurse all the 
inconveniences of a favourite minister, who, in serving his sovereign, must 


Thesaurus 


desecrate, disparage. 
haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 


advances: (v) access, approach. 
conqueror: (n) champion, winner, 


ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious, 


subjugator, vanquisher, hero, 


superior, defeater, subduer, invader, 
colonist, Alexander. ANTONYM: (n) 


loser. 
entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased. 
exalt: (v) glorify, celebrate, animate, 


superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 


disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly. 


deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless. 
wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 


raise, advance, promote, elevate, 
praise; (n, v) dignify, adore, ennoble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) degrade, ridicule, 
debase, condemn, criticize, deprecate, 


rosary: (n) beads, relics, chaplet, 
thurible, bead, string of beads, 
garland, censer, cross, Agnus Dei, 
crucifix. 


immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint. 
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always do so in his own way. The Prince acquiesced, however, although his 
disposition was precisely of that kind which is apt to be obstinate upon trifles, 
and, assuming his throne, and being surrounded by his followers, gave signal to 
the heralds to proclaim the laws of the tournament, which were briefly as 
follows: 


First, the five challengers were to undertake all comers. 


Secondly, any knight proposing to combat, might, if he pleased, select a 
special antagonist from among the challengers, by touching his shield. If he did 
so with the reverse of his lance, the trial of skill was made with what were called 
the arms of courtesy, that is, with lances at whose extremity a piece of round flat 
board was fixed, so that no danger was encountered, save from the shock of the 
horses and riders. But if the shield was touched with the sharp end of the lance, 
the combat was understood to be at "outrance", that is, the knights were to fight 
with sharp weapons, as in actual battle. 


Thirdly, when the knights present had accomplished their vow, by each of 
them breaking five lances, the Prince was to declare the victor in the first day's 
tourney, who should receive as prize a warhorse of exquisite beauty and 
matchless strength; and in addition to this reward of valour, it was now declared, 
he should have the peculiar honour of naming the Queen of Love and Beauty, by 
whom the prize should be given on the ensuing day. 


Fourthly, it was announced, that, on the second day, there should be a 
general tournament, in which all the knights present, who were desirous to win 
praise, might take part; and being divided into two bands of equal numbers, 
might fight it out manfully, until the signal was given by Prince John to cease the 
combat. The elected Queen of Love and Beauty was then to crown the knight 
whom the Prince should adjudge to have borne himself best in this second day, 
with a coronet composed of thin gold plate, cut into the shape of a laurel crown. 
On this second day the knightly games ceased. But on that which was to follow, 
feats of archery, of bull-baiting, and other popular amusements, were to be 
practised, for the more immediate amusement of the populace. In this manner 
did Prince John endeavour to lay the foundation of a popularity, which he was 


Thesaurus 
adjudge: (v) adjudicate, condemn, cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, Daphne, vulnerable, abysmal, mediocre, 
award, acknowledge, decide, declare, bay tree, palm, garland, fame. worst. 
convict, pronounce, admit, sentence; manfully: (adv) gallantly, bravely, populace: (n) multitude, masses, 
(n) give. manlikely, virilely, mightily, inhabitants, public, commonalty, 
ceased: (adj) finished. masculinely, courageously, valiantly, mob, crowd, population, nation, 
fourthly: (adv) quaternarily. doughtily, intrepidly. ANTONYM: man, country. 
knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, (adv) unmanfully. trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
courteous, courtly, attentive, matchless: (adj) inimitable, peerless, trivia. 
medieval, magnanimous, gothic; consummate, unique, unmatched, warhorse: (n) old hand, veteran, 
(adv) chivalrously, attentively, unrivaled, unequaled, unparalleled, charger, steed, old stager, stage 
courteously. superlative, unbeatable, unsurpassed. manager, veteran soldier, vet, 


laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, ANTONYMS: (adj) common, antique, cavalry horse, mount. 
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perpetually throwing down by some inconsiderate act of wanton aggression 
upon the feelings and prejudices of the people. 


The lists now presented a most splendid spectacle. The sloping galleries 
were crowded with all that was noble, great, wealthy, and beautiful in the 
northern and midland parts of England; and the contrast of the various dresses 
of these dignified spectators, rendered the view as gay as it was rich, while the 
interior and lower space, filled with the substantial burgesses and yeomen of 
merry England, formed, in their more plain attire, a dark fringe, or border, 
around this circle of brilliant embroidery, relieving, and, at the same time, setting 
off its splendour. 


The heralds finished their proclamation with their usual cry of "Largesse, 
largesse, gallant knights!" and gold and silver pieces were showered on them 
from the galleries, it being a high point of chivalry to exhibit liberality towards 
those whom the age accounted at once the secretaries and the historians of 
honour. The bounty of the spectators was acknowledged by the customary 
shouts of "Love of Ladies--Death of Champions--Honour to the Generous--Glory 
to the Brave!" To which the more humble spectators added their acclamations, 
and a numerous band of trumpeters the flourish of their martial instruments. 
When these sounds had ceased, the heralds withdrew from the lists in gay and 
glittering procession, and none remained within them save the marshals of the 
field, who, armed cap-a-pie, sat on horseback, motionless as statues, at the 
opposite ends of the lists. Meantime, the enclosed space at the northern extremity 
of the lists, large as it was, was now completely crowded with knights desirous 
to prove their skill against the challengers, and, when viewed from the galleries, 
presented the appearance of a sea of waving plumage, intermixed with 
glistening helmets, and tall lances, to the extremities of which were, in many 
cases, attached small pennons of about a span's breadth, which, fluttering in the 
air as the breeze caught them, joined with the restless motion of the feathers to 
add liveliness to the scene. 


At length the barriers were opened, and five knights, chosen by lot, advanced 
slowly into the area; a single champion riding in front, and the other four 


Thesaurus 
horseback: (n) hogback, body part. endowment, liberalness, donation, activity, agility, cheerfulness, 
inconsiderate: (adj) headlong, benefaction, benevolence. enthusiasm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unadvised, unthinking, unkind, ANTONYM: (n) meanness. lethargy, awkwardness, lifelessness, 
indiscreet, negligent, tactless, liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; laziness, sadness, apathy. 
incautious, imprudent, heedless; (adj, (adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, shouts: (n) cries. 
adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) munificence, benevolence, wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 
thoughtful, considerate, altruism, beneficence, generousness, tolerance; licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
altruistic, caring, cautious, (adj) largesse, gift. ANTONYM: (n) debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; (n, 
constructive, gentle, polite, tactful. illiberality. v) sport; (adj, v) flirt. ANTONYMS: 
largesse: (adj, n) largess; (n) gift, liveliness: (adj, n) animation, (adj) moral, wise, nice, kind, gentle, 
gratuity, munificence, briskness; (n) life, effervescence, decent, clean, careful, observant, 


openhandedness, magnanimity, buoyancy, exuberance, vigor, justifiable, involuntary. 
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following in pairs. All were splendidly armed, and my Saxon authority (in the 
Wardour Manuscript) records at great length their devices, their colours, and the 
embroidery of their horse trappings. It is unnecessary to be particular on these 
subjects. To borrow lines from a contemporary poet, who has written but too 
little: 


"The knights are dust, And their good swords are rust, Their souls are with 
the saints, we trust." 


Their escutcheons have long mouldered from the walls of their castles. Their 
castles themselves are but green mounds and shattered ruins--the place that once 
knew them, knows them no more--nay, many a race since theirs has died out and 
been forgotten in the very land which they occupied, with all the authority of 
feudal proprietors and feudal lords. What, then, would it avail the reader to 
know their names, or the evanescent symbols of their martial rank! 


Now, however, no whit anticipating the oblivion which awaited their names 
and feats, the champions advanced through the lists, restraining their fiery steeds, 
and compelling them to move slowly, while, at the same time, they exhibited 
their paces, together with the grace and dexterity of the riders. As the procession 
entered the lists, the sound of a wild Barbaric music was heard from behind the 
tents of the challengers, where the performers were concealed. It was of Eastern 
origin, having been brought from the Holy Land; and the mixture of the cymbals 
and bells seemed to bid welcome at once, and defiance, to the knights as they 
advanced. With the eyes of an immense concourse of spectators fixed upon 
them, the five knights advanced up the platform upon which the tents of the 
challengers stood, and there separating themselves, each touched slightly, and 
with the reverse of his lance, the shield of the antagonist to whom he wished to 
oppose himself. The lower orders of spectators in general--nay, many of the 
higher class, and it is even said several of the ladies, were rather disappointed at 
the champions choosing the arms of courtesy. For the same sort of persons, who, 
in the present day, applaud most highly the deepest tragedies, were then 
interested in a tournament exactly in proportion to the danger incurred by the 
champions engaged. 


Thesaurus 
applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, ability, aptitude, skill, deftness, oxidize, gnaw; (n) decay, corrosion, 
extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, expertise; (adj, n) art, cunning; (n, vV) fungus, oxidation; (adj) rusty. 
approve, compliment, exalt. adroitness, address. ANTONYMS: (n) splendidly: (adv) gallantly, brilliantly, 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, disparage, clumsiness, awkwardness, famously, beautifully, gloriously, 
lament, hiss, censure, commiserate, ineptitude, inability, uselessness, gorgeously, resplendently, superbly, 
condemn. inexperience, ineptness, inaccuracy. | sumptuously, excellently, grandly. 
concourse: (n) assemblage, swarm, evanescent: (adj) passing, temporary, ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, terribly, 
multitude, throng, company, fleeting, transitory, fugitive, abysmally, modestly, simply, 
merging, crowd, aggregation, momentary, transient, cursory, meagerly. 
meeting, gathering, legion. temporal, intangible, short-lived. whit: (n) iota, atom, shred, scintilla, 
cymbals: (n) piatti. mouldered: (adj) rotten. smidgen, tittle, jot, bit, particle, 


dexterity: (n) agility, cleverness, rust: (v) corrode, eat, oxidise, tarnish, smidgin; (adj) dab. 
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Having intimated their more pacific purpose, the champions retreated to the 
extremity of the lists, where they remained drawn up in a line; while the 
challengers, sallying each from his pavilion, mounted their horses, and, headed 
by Brian de Bois-Guilbert, descended from the platform, and opposed 
themselves individually to the knights who had touched their respective 
shields. 


At the flourish of clarions and trumpets, they started out against each other at 
full gallop; and such was the superior dexterity or good fortune of the 
challengers, that those opposed to Bois-Guilbert, Malvoisin, and Front-de-Boeuf, 
rolled on the ground. The antagonist of Grantmesnil, instead of bearing his 
lance-point fair against the crest or the shield of his enemy, swerved so much 
from the direct line as to break the weapon athwart the person of his opponent--a 
circumstance which was accounted more disgraceful than that of being actually 
unhorsed; because the latter might happen from accident, whereas the former 
evinced awkwardness and want of management of the weapon and of the horse. 
The fifth knight alone maintained the honour of his party, and parted fairly with 
the Knight of St John, both splintering their lances without advantage on either 
side. 


The shouts of the multitude, together with the acclamations of the heralds, 
and the clangour of the trumpets, announced the triumph of the victors and the 
defeat of the vanquished. The former retreated to their pavilions, and the latter, 
gathering themselves up as they could, withdrew from the lists in disgrace and 
dejection, to agree with their victors concerning the redemption of their arms and 
their horses, which, according to the laws of the tournament, they had forfeited. 
The fifth of their number alone tarried in the lists long enough to be greeted by 
the applauses of the spectators, amongst whom he retreated, to the aggravation, 
doubtless, of his companions' mortification. 

A second and a third party of knights took the field; and although they had 
various success, yet, upon the whole, the advantage decidedly remained with the 
challengers, not one of whom lost his seat or swerved from his charge-- 
misfortunes which befell one or two of their antagonists in each encounter. The 


Thesaurus 
aggravation: (n) deterioration, sideways, obliquely, transversely, gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, 
irritation, bother, heightening, traverse, overthwart, crossways. spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) fly; 
exacerbation, annoyance, harassment, awkwardness: (n) embarrassment, (n, v) trot; (n) gait. 
aggrandizement, aggression, stiffness, unwieldiness, mortification: (n) chagrin, 
botheration, complication. inconvenience, gawkiness, embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, inelegance, troublesomeness, disappointment, disgrace, corruption, 
improvement, pleasure, comfort, ineptitude, ineptness, gaucherie; (adj, necrosis, degradation; (adj, n) 
delight, relieving, lessening, balm, n) delicacy. ANTONYMS: (n) vexation; (adj) grievance. 
support. gracefulness, grace, comfort, splintering: (n) crack, chipping, break, 
athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; (adv, coordination, pride, urbanity, ease, breakage, breaking, buffalo chip, 
prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, prep) assurance, liveliness, confidence, check, chip shot, bit, cow chip, cow 


thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) cooperation. dung. 
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spirits, therefore, of those opposed to them, seemed to be considerably damped 
by their continued success. Three knights only appeared on the fourth entry, 
who, avoiding the shields of Bois-Guilbert and Front-de-Boeuf, contented 
themselves with touching those of the three other knights, who had not 
altogether manifested the same strength and dexterity. This politic selection did 
not alter the fortune of the field, the challengers were still successful: one of their 
antagonists was overthrown, and both the others failed in the "attaint", that is, in 
striking the helmet and shield of their antagonist firmly and strongly, with the 
lance held in a direct line, so that the weapon might break unless the champion 
was overthrown. 


After this fourth encounter, there was a considerable pause; nor did it appear 
that any one was very desirous of renewing the contest. The spectators 
murmured among themselves; for, among the challengers, Malvoisin and Front- 
de-Boeuf were unpopular from their characters, and the others, except 
Grantmesnil, were disliked as strangers and foreigners. 


But none shared the general feeling of dissatisfaction so keenly as Cedric the 
Saxon, who saw, in each advantage gained by the Norman challengers, a 
repeated triumph over the honour of England. His own education had taught 
him no skill in the games of chivalry, although, with the arms of his Saxon 
ancestors, he had manifested himself, on many occasions, a brave and 
determined soldier. He looked anxiously to Athelstane, who had learned the 
accomplishments of the age, as if desiring that he should make some personal 
effort to recover the victory which was passing into the hands of the Templar 
and his associates. But, though both stout of heart, and strong of person, 
Athelstane had a disposition too inert and unambitious to make the exertions 
which Cedric seemed to expect from him. 


"The day is against England, my lord," said Cedric, in a marked tone; "are 
you not tempted to take the lance?" 

"I shall tilt to-morrow" answered Athelstane, "in the 'melee'; it is not worth 
while for me to arm myself to-day." 


Thesaurus 
accomplishments: (n) benefit, actions, desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
background, Comings and Goings, gained: (adj) extrinsic. reviving, recuperative, promoting 
deeds, events, happenings, activities. overthrown: (adj) overcome, recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
associates: (n) staff, membership, conquered, battered, overpowered, revitalizing. 
circle, entourage, intimates, people. dejected, cast down, dissolute, tilt: (n, v) slant, slope, lean, list, rock, 
contented: (adj) content, happy, doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat. careen, sway; (v) pitch, tip, cant, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, lurch. ANTONYMS: (n, v) surrender; 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, judicious, circumspect, shrewd, (n) agreement; (v) yield. 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, | unambitious: (adj) ambitionless, 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) unsolicitous, unaspiring, unattracted, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious. injudicious, unwise, impolitic, undesirous, humble, unassuming, 


desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, foolish. unpretentious. 
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Two things displeased Cedric in this speech. It contained the Norman word 
"melee", (to express the general conflict,) and it evinced some indifference to the 
honour of the country; but it was spoken by Athelstane, whom he held in such 
profound respect, that he would not trust himself to canvass his motives or his 
foibles. Moreover, he had no time to make any remark, for Wamba thrust in his 
word, observing, "It was better, though scarce easier, to be the best man among a 
hundred, than the best man of two." 


Athelstane took the observation as a serious compliment; but Cedric, who 
better understood the Jester's meaning, darted at him a severe and menacing 
look; and lucky it was for Wamba, perhaps, that the time and place prevented his 
receiving, notwithstanding his place and service, more sensible marks of his 
master's resentment. 


The pause in the tournament was still uninterrupted, excepting by the voices 
of the heralds exclaiming--"Love of ladies, splintering of lances! stand forth 
gallant knights, fair eyes look upon your deeds!" 


The music also of the challengers breathed from time to time wild bursts 
expressive of triumph or defiance, while the clowns grudged a holiday which 
seemed to pass away in inactivity; and old knights and nobles lamented in 
whispers the decay of martial spirit, spoke of the triumphs of their younger days, 
but agreed that the land did not now supply dames of such transcendent beauty 
as had animated the jousts of former times. Prince John began to talk to his 
attendants about making ready the banquet, and the necessity of adjudging the 
prize to Brian de Bois-Guilbert, who had, with a single spear, overthrown two 
knights, and foiled a third. 


At length, as the Saracenic music of the challengers concluded one of those 
long and high flourishes with which they had broken the silence of the lists, it 
was answered by a solitary trumpet, which breathed a note of defiance from the 
northern extremity. All eyes were turned to see the new champion which these 
sounds announced, and no sooner were the barriers opened than he paced into 
the lists. As far as could be judged of a man sheathed in armour, the new 
adventurer did not greatly exceed the middle size, and seemed to be rather 


Thesaurus 
adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed. 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) sheathed: (adj) invaginated, enclosed. 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, contented, satisfied, calm. ANTONYM: (adj) unsheathed. 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. flourishes: (n) added extras, spear: (n) harpoon, lance, pike, fizgig, 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, milquetoast. trappings, superfluities, trimmings, prick, gig, javelin, shaft, halberd; (v) 
canvass: (n, v) campaign, discuss; (n) accompaniments, additions, stab, spike. 
review; (v) beg, examine, scrutinize, embellishments. transcendent: (adj) incomparable, 
view, agitate, inspect, survey, study. foiled: (adj) frustrated, disappointed, ideal, excellent, divine, supreme, 
ANTONYM: (v) neglect. discomfited, defeated, sublime, distinguished, eminent, 
displeased: (adj) disgruntled, disappointingly unsuccessful, done preeminent; (v) imposing, solemn. 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, for, embarrassed, balked, baffled, ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 


unhappy, peeved, irritated, unsuccessful, discouraged. ridiculous, simple. 
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slender than strongly made. His suit of armour was formed of steel, richly inlaid 
with gold, and the device on his shield was a young oak-tree pulled up by the 
roots, with the Spanish word Desdichado, signifying Disinherited. He was 
mounted on a gallant black horse, and as he passed through the lists he 
gracefully saluted the Prince and the ladies by lowering his lance. The dexterity 
with which he managed his steed, and something of youthful grace which he 
displayed in his manner, won him the favour of the multitude, which some of 
the lower classes expressed by calling out, "Touch Ralph de Vipont's shield-- 
touch the Hospitallers shield; he has the least sure seat, he is your cheapest 
bargain." 

The champion, moving onward amid these well-meant hints, ascended the 
platform by the sloping alley which led to it from the lists, and, to the 
astonishment of all present, riding straight up to the central pavilion, struck with 
the sharp end of his spear the shield of Brian de Bois-Guilbert until it rung again. 
All stood astonished at his presumption, but none more than the redoubted 
Knight whom he had thus defied to mortal combat, and who, little expecting so 
rude a challenge, was standing carelessly at the door of the pavilion. 


"Have you confessed yourself, brother," said the Templar, "and have you 
heard mass this morning, that you peril your life so frankly?" 


"I am fitter to meet death than thou art" answered the Disinherited Knight; 
for by this name the stranger had recorded himself in the books of the tourney. 


"Then take your place in the lists," said Bois-Guilbert, "and look your last 
upon the sun; for this night thou shalt sleep in paradise." 


"Gramercy for thy courtesy," replied the Disinherited Knight, "and to requite 
it, I advise thee to take a fresh horse and a new lance, for by my honour you will 
need both." 


Having expressed himself thus confidently, he reined his horse backward 
down the slope which he had ascended, and compelled him in the same manner 
to move backward through the lists, till he reached the northern extremity, 


Thesaurus 
carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, neatly, delicately, smoothly, menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, charmingly, refinedly, lithely, easily, jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, expose, 
sloppily, imprudently, daintily, nicely. ANTONYMS: (adv) compromise. ANTONYM: (n) 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, | awkwardly, ungraciously, clumsily, security. 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) gracelessly, vigorously, unpleasantly, redoubted: (adj) bold, stalworth, 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, unkindly, heavily. brave, eminent, noted, renowned, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, before, reputable, respectable, daring. 
attentively, daintily, methodically, forth, onwards, along, in advance, signifying: (adj) indicative, implying, 
discreetly, economically. frontward, forrader; (adv, prep) on; representative, suggestive of, 
classes: (n) lessons. (adj) progressive. ANTONYM: (adv) demonstrating, symptomatic of, 
confessed: (adj) known. backward. showing, indicatory, representing; (n) 


gracefully: (adv) prettily, graciously, peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, abuse. 
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where he remained stationary, in expectation of his antagonist. This feat of 
horsemanship again attracted the applause of the multitude. 


However incensed at his adversary for the precautions which he 
recommended, Brian de Bois-Guilbert did not neglect his advice; for his honour 
was too nearly concerned, to permit his neglecting any means which might 
ensure victory over his presumptuous opponent. He changed his horse for a 
proved and fresh one of great strength and spirit. He chose a new and a tough 
spear, lest the wood of the former might have been strained in the previous 
encounters he had sustained. Lastly, he laid aside his shield, which had received 
some little damage, and received another from his squires. His first had only 
borne the general device of his rider, representing two knights riding upon one 
horse, an emblem expressive of the original humility and poverty of the 
Templars, qualities which they had since exchanged for the arrogance and 
wealth that finally occasioned their suppression. Bois-Guilbert's new shield bore 
a raven in full flight, holding in its claws a skull, and bearing the motto, "Gare le 
Corbeau". 


When the two champions stood opposed to each other at the two extremities 
of the lists, the public expectation was strained to the highest pitch. Few 
augured the possibility that the encounter could terminate well for the 
Disinherited Knight, yet his courage and gallantry secured the general good 
wishes of the spectators. 


The trumpets had no sooner given the signal, than the champions vanished 
from their posts with the speed of lightning, and closed in the centre of the lists 
with the shock of a thunderbolt. The lances burst into shivers up to the very 
grasp, and it seemed at the moment that both knights had fallen, for the shock 
had made each horse recoil backwards upon its haunches. The address of the 
riders recovered their steeds by use of the bridle and spur; and having glared on 
each other for an instant with eyes which seemed to flash fire through the bars of 
their visors, each made a demi-volte, and, retiring to the extremity of the lists, 
received a fresh lance from the attendants. 


Thesaurus 
adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, achievement, act, effort, performance, shivers: (n) cold, jitters. 
competitor, rival, opposition, action, triumph, attainment, trick; stationary: (adj) motionless, fixed, set, 
opposer, contestant, match, (adj) fetis . ANTONYM: (n) inaction. quiescent, permanent, immobile, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. haunches: (1) buttocks. steady, static, constant, unmoving, 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, motto: (n) catchword, adage, epigraph, still. ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, 
friend, partner, helper, assistant. maxim, slogan, device, proverb, saw, shifting, flowing. 
claws: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, unguis, saying, shibboleth, aphorism. terminate: (v) close, end, complete, 
hook, fangs, teeth; (n) clutches, jaws. neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard. stop, cease, conclude, drop, dismiss, 
emblem: (n) flag, type, device, recoil: (n, v) rebound, kick, bounce, discontinue, dissolve, halt. 
allegory, character, crest, sign, badge, shrink; (n) reaction, repercussion, ANTONYMS: (v) start, establish, 
figure, ensign, symbol. backlash; (v) bound, cringe, flinch, open, continue, create, hire, initiate, 


feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, quail. commence, prolong, sustain, rise. 
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A loud shout from the spectators, waving of scarfs and handkerchiefs, and 
general acclamations, attested the interest taken by the spectators in this 
encounter; the most equal, as well as the best performed, which had graced the 
day. But no sooner had the knights resumed their station, than the clamour of 
applause was hushed into a silence, so deep and so dead, that it seemed the 
multitude were afraid even to breathe. 


A few minutes pause having been allowed, that the combatants and their 
horses might recover breath, Prince John with his truncheon signed to the 
trumpets to sound the onset. The champions a second time sprung from their 
stations, and closed in the centre of the lists, with the same speed, the same 
dexterity, the same violence, but not the same equal fortune as before. 


In this second encounter, the Templar aimed at the centre of his antagonist's 
shield, and struck it so fair and forcibly, that his spear went to shivers, and the 
Disinherited Knight reeled in his saddle. On the other hand, that champion had, 
in the beginning of his career, directed the point of his lance towards Bois- 
Guilbert's shield, but, changing his aim almost in the moment of encounter, he 
addressed it to the helmet, a mark more difficult to hit, but which, if attained, 
rendered the shock more irresistible. Fair and true he hit the Norman on the 
visor, where his lance's point kept hold of the bars. Yet, even at this 
disadvantage, the Templar sustained his high reputation; and had not the girths 
of his saddle burst, he might not have been unhorsed. As it chanced, however, 
saddle, horse, and man, rolled on the ground under a cloud of dust. 


To extricate himself from the stirrups and fallen steed, was to the Templar 
scarce the work of a moment; and, stung with madness, both at his disgrace and 
at the acclamations with which it was hailed by the spectators, he drew his 
sword and waved it in defiance of his conqueror. The Disinherited Knight 
sprung from his steed, and also unsheathed his sword. The marshals of the field, 
however, spurred their horses between them, and reminded them, that the laws 
of the tournament did not, on the present occasion, permit this species of 
encounter. 


Thesaurus 


meekness, support, agreement. 
extricate: (v) clear, evolve, disengage, 


attested: (adj) authenticated, 
documented, sworn, authoritative, 


hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 


avowed, genuine, historical, valid, 
attested to, guaranteed. 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, intractableness, 
mutiny, contradiction. ANTONYMS: 
(n) acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 


rid, untangle, disembarrass, absolve, 
enfranchise, free, deliver, dislodge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, embroil, 
hamper, hinder, involve, fasten, 
wedge. 


soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy. 
spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated. 
stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, roiled, 
irritated, nettled, peeved, pissed, 


forcibly: (adv) forcefully, emphatically, riled, stings, thrust. 
powerfully, by force, mightily, under visor: (n) eyeshade, peak, vizor, 


protest, cogently, hard, strongly, 
convincingly, clearly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) voluntarily, weakly, gently. 


disguise, bill, vizard, shade, screen, 
armor plating, armor plate, head 
loupe. 
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"We shall meet again, I trust," said the Templar, casting a resentful glance at 
his antagonist; "and where there are none to separate us." 


"If we do not," said the Disinherited Knight, "the fault shall not be mine. On 
foot or horseback, with spear, with axe, or with sword, I am alike ready to 
encounter thee." 


More and angrier words would have been exchanged, but the marshals, 
crossing their lances betwixt them, compelled them to separate. The 
Disinherited Knight returned to his first station, and Bois-Guilbert to his tent, 
where he remained for the rest of the day in an agony of despair. 


Without alighting from his horse, the conqueror called for a bowl of wine, 
and opening the beaver, or lower part of his helmet, announced that he quaffed 
it, "To all true English hearts, and to the confusion of foreign tyrants." He then 
commanded his trumpet to sound a defiance to the challengers, and desired a 
herald to announce to them, that he should make no election, but was willing to 
encounter them in the order in which they pleased to advance against him. 


The gigantic Front-de-Boeuf, armed in sable armour, was the first who took 
the field. He bore on a white shield a black bull's head, half defaced by the 
numerous encounters which he had undergone, and bearing the arrogant motto, 
"Cave, Adsum". Over this champion the Disinherited Knight obtained a slight 
but decisive advantage. Both Knights broke their lances fairly, but Front-de- 
Boeuf, who lost a stirrup in the encounter, was adjudged to have the 
disadvantage. 


In the stranger's third encounter with Sir Philip Malvoisin, he was equally 
successful; striking that baron so forcibly on the casque, that the laces of the 
helmet broke, and Malvoisin, only saved from falling by being unhelmeted, was 
declared vanquished like his companions. 


In his fourth combat with De Grantmesnil, the Disinherited Knight showed 
as much courtesy as he had hitherto evinced courage and dexterity. De 
Grantmesnil's horse, which was young and violent, reared and plunged in the 
course of the career so as to disturb the rider's aim, and the stranger, declining to 


Thesaurus 
beaver: (n) whiskers, opera hat, disconcert, distress, perturb, disquiet, herald: (n) forerunner, courier, 
topper, top hat, stovepipe, alpha distract, discompose, disrupt, upset, | messenger; (v) declare, foretell, 
geminorum, silk hat, high hat, eager concern. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, announce, bode, proclaim, introduce, 
beaver, dress hat; (adj) irrepressible. please, soothe, smooth, order, foreshadow; (n, v) augur. 
casque: (v) helm, headpiece, siege cap, reassure, sort, settle, respect, quiet, ANTONYMS: (v) follow; (n) 
carapace, cowcatcher, hauberk, organize. successor. 
salade, scutum, morion, mask, mail. gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, resentful: (adj) angry, indignant, 
compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, large, huge, giant, stupendous, malicious, resent, embittered, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, monstrous, vast, big, immense, rancorous, envious, jealous, offended, 
answerable, unwilling, destined. massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, hurt, mad. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
defaced: (adj) marred. tiny, little, insignificant, short, resigned, unresentful, willing, sweet, 


disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, miniature. pleased. 
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take the advantage which this accident afforded him, raised his lance, and 
passing his antagonist without touching him, wheeled his horse and rode back 
again to his own end of the lists, offering his antagonist, by a herald, the chance 


of a second encounter. 


This De Grantmesnil declined, avowing himself 
vanquished as much by the courtesy as by the address of his opponent. 


Ralph de Vipont summed up the list of the stranger's triumphs, being hurled 
to the ground with such force, that the blood gushed from his nose and his 
mouth, and he was borne senseless from the lists. 


The acclamations of thousands applauded the unanimous award of the 
Prince and marshals, announcing that day's honours to the Disinherited Knight. 


announcing: (n) publicity, 
communication; (adj) annunciative. 

applauded: (adj) famous, highly 
praised, commended. 

courtesy: (adj, n) civility, 
complaisance; (n) propriety, chivalry, 
comity, politeness, gallantry, 
decency, attention, breeding, 
etiquette. ANTONYMS: (n) rudeness, 
discourtesy, unkindness, informality, 
impoliteness, disservice, 
brusqueness, incivility, vulgarity, 


Thesaurus 


crudeness, neglect. 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 


fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile. 

touching: (adj, v) affecting; (adj) 


poignant, pitiful, pathetic, adjacent, 


adjoining, emotional; (n) touch, 
contact; (prep) concerning, about. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unaffecting, 
everyday, heartwarming, unmoving, 
heartbreaking, emotionless, 
unemotional, impassive. 

unanimous: (adj) consentaneous, 
harmonious, consentient, strong, 
firm, of one mind, concordant, 
accordant, compact, collective, cubic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
individual. 

wheeled: (adj) on wheels. ANTONYM: 
(adj) wheelless. 
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In the midst was seen A lady of a more majestic mien, 
By stature and by beauty mark'd their sovereign Queen. 
And as in beauty she surpass'd the choir, 

So nobler than the rest was her attire; 

A crown of ruddy gold enclosed her brow, 
Plain without pomp, and rich without a show; 
A branch of Agnus Castus in her hand, 

She bore aloft her symbol of command. 


The Flower and the Leaf 


William de Wyvil and Stephen de Martival, the marshals of the field, were 
the first to offer their congratulations to the victor, praying him, at the same time, 
to suffer his helmet to be unlaced, or, at least, that he would raise his visor ere 
they conducted him to receive the prize of the day's tourney from the hands of 
Prince John. The Disinherited Knight, with all knightly courtesy, declined their 
request, alleging, that he could not at this time suffer his face to be seen, for 
reasons which he had assigned to the heralds when he entered the lists. The 
marshals were perfectly satisfied by this reply; for amidst the frequent and 
capricious vows by which knights were accustomed to bind themselves in the 
days of chivalry, there were none more common than those by which they 


engaged to remain incognito for a certain space, 


accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional. 

aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, on 
high, over, aloof, upwards, uphill, 
above ground; (prep) upon; (adj) 
eminent, lofty. 


Thesaurus 


assigned: (adj) designated, allotted, 
specified, destined, designate, 
allocated, definite. 

majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 
stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
modest, lowly, undignified. 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 


or until some particular 


manner, aspect, air. 

praying: (n) prayer. 

ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy, 
flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing. 

stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness. 

unlaced: (adj) unfettered, not tied, 
untied, unfastened, not buttoned, 
unchained, unrestrained. 
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adventure was achieved. The marshals, therefore, pressed no farther into the 
mystery of the Disinherited Knight, but, announcing to Prince John the 
conqueror's desire to remain unknown, they requested permission to bring him 
before his Grace, in order that he might receive the reward of his valour. 


John's curiosity was excited by the mystery observed by the stranger; and, 
being already displeased with the issue of the tournament, in which the 
challengers whom he favoured had been successively defeated by one knight, he 
answered haughtily to the marshals, "By the light of Our Lady's brow, this same 
knight hath been disinherited as well of his courtesy as of his lands, since he 
desires to appear before us without uncovering his face. --Wot ye, my lords," be 
said, turning round to his train, "who this gallant can be, that bears himself thus 
proudly?" 

"I cannot guess," answered De Bracy, "nor did I think there had been within 
the four seas that girth Britain a champion that could bear down these five 
knights in one day's jousting. By my faith, I shall never forget the force with 
which he shocked De Vipont. The poor Hospitaller was hurled from his saddle 
like a stone from a sling." 


"Boast not of that," said a Knight of St John, who was present; "your Temple 
champion had no better luck. I saw your brave lance, Bois-Guilbert, roll thrice 
over, grasping his hands full of sand at every turn." 


De Bracy, being attached to the Templars, would have replied, but was 
prevented by Prince John. "Silence, sirs!" he said; "what unprofitable debate 
have we here?" 


"The victor," said De Wyvil, "still waits the pleasure of your highness." 


"It is our pleasure," answered John, "that he do so wait until we learn whether 
there is not some one who can at least guess at his name and quality. Should he 
remain there till night-fall, he has had work enough to keep him warm." 


"Your Grace," said Waldemar Fitzurse, "will do less than due honour to the 
victor, if you compel him to wait till we tell your highness that which we cannot 
know; at least I can form no guess --unless he be one of the good lances who 


Thesaurus 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, Carnivora, acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, subsequently, repeatedly, one after 
order Carnivora. rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; another. 

compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly. 
necessitate, enforce, command, generous, altruistic. uncovering: (n) breakthrough, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, press. highness: (n) excellency, altitude, detection, revelation, baring, find, 
ANTONYMS: (v) impede, deter, loftiness, nobility, greatness, denudation, disforestation, espial, 
check, block, request, prevent. eminence, size, stateliness, majesty, catching, husking, stripping. 

desires: (n) requirements, needs. high, grandeur. unprofitable: (adj) profitless, fruitless, 

girth: (n) width, belt, circumference, jousting: (adj) fighting. futile, inutile, disadvantageous, 
fatness, bellyband; (n, v) cinch; (v) successively: (adv) in turn, one after unfruitful, barren, idle, vain, 


begird, girdle, gird, encircle, enclose. the other, in succession, sequentially, uneconomic, unproductive. 
grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, serially, running, in order, gradually, ANTONYMS: (adj) fruitful, lucrative. 
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accompanied King Richard to Palestine, and who are now straggling homeward 
from the Holy Land." 


"It may be the Earl of Salisbury," said De Bracy; "he is about the same pitch." 


"Sir Thomas de Multon, the Knight of Gilsland, rather," said Fitzurse; 
"Salisbury is bigger in the bones." A whisper arose among the train, but by 
whom first suggested could not be ascertained. "It might be the King--it might 
be Richard Coeur-de-Lion himself!" 


"Over God's forbode!" said Prince John, involuntarily turning at the same 
time as pale as death, and shrinking as if blighted by a flash of lightning; 
"Waldemar!--De Bracy! brave knights and gentlemen, remember your promises, 
and stand truly by me!" 


"Here is no danger impending," said Waldemar Fitzurse; "are you so little 
acquainted with the gigantic limbs of your father's son, as to think they can be 
held within the circumference of yonder suit of armour?--De Wyvil and Martival, 
you will best serve the Prince by bringing forward the victor to the throne, and 
ending an error that has conjured all the blood from his cheeks.--Look at him 
more closely," he continued, "your highness will see that he wants three inches of 
King Richard's height, and twice as much of his shoulder-breadth. The very 
horse he backs, could not have carried the ponderous weight of King Richard 
through a single course." 


While he was yet speaking, the marshals brought forward the Disinherited 
Knight to the foot of a wooden flight of steps, which formed the ascent from the 
lists to Prince John's throne. Still discomposed with the idea that his brother, so 
much injured, and to whom he was so much indebted, had suddenly arrived in 
his native kingdom, even the distinctions pointed out by Fitzurse did not 
altogether remove the Prince's apprehensions; and while, with a short and 
embarrassed eulogy upon his valour, he caused to be delivered to him the war- 
horse assigned as the prize, he trembled lest from the barred visor of the mailed 
form before him, an answer might be returned, in the deep and awful accents of 
Richard the Lion-hearted. 


Thesaurus 
ascertained: (adj) discovered, conjured: (adj) invented, made up, homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated. 
determined; (v) absolute, recognized, pretended, untrue. ANTONYM: (adj) lightning: (n) levin, electricity, 
received, noted, notorious, decisive, factual. thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, heat 
unmistakable, unequivocal, positive. discomposed: (adj) disturbed, lightning, forked lightning, fetter, 
blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, perturbed, doubtful, excited, dart, chain lightning; (adj) wind. 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) distraught, uncomfortable, fearful. mailed: (adj) armored. 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad. eulogy: (n, v) encomium, praise; (n) ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
circumference: (n) circuit, border, compliment, eulogium, paean, onerous, burdensome, massive, 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, panegyric, speech, tribute; (v) unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, applause, acclaim, eulogize. tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, inside, ANTONYMS: (n) damning, elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 


interior, center. vilification, condemnation. manageable. 
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But the Disinherited Knight spoke not a word in reply to the compliment of 
the Prince, which he only acknowledged with a profound obeisance. 


The horse was led into the lists by two grooms richly dressed, the animal 
itself being fully accoutred with the richest war-furniture; which, however, 
scarcely added to the value of the noble creature in the eyes of those who were 
judges. Laying one hand upon the pommel of the saddle, the Disinherited 
Knight vaulted at once upon the back of the steed without making use of the 
stirrup, and, brandishing aloft his lance, rode twice around the lists, exhibiting 
the points and paces of the horse with the skill of a perfect horseman. 


The appearance of vanity, which might otherwise have been attributed to this 
display, was removed by the propriety shown in exhibiting to the best advantage 
the princely reward with which he had been just honoured, and the Knight was 
again greeted by the acclamations of all present. 


In the meanwhile, the bustling Prior of Jorvaulx had reminded Prince John, 
in a whisper, that the victor must now display his good judgment, instead of his 
valour, by selecting from among the beauties who graced the galleries a lady, 
who should fill the throne of the Queen of Beauty and of Love, and deliver the 
prize of the tourney upon the ensuing day. The Prince accordingly made a sign 
with his truncheon, as the Knight passed him in his second career around the 
lists. The Knight turned towards the throne, and, sinking his lance, until the 
point was within a foot of the ground, remained motionless, as if expecting 
John's commands; while all admired the sudden dexterity with which he 
instantly reduced his fiery steed from a state of violent emotion and high 
excitation to the stillness of an equestrian statue. 


"Sir Disinherited Knight," said Prince John, "since that is the only title by 
which we can address you, it is now your duty, as well as privilege, to name the 
fair lady, who, as Queen of Honour and of Love, is to preside over next day's 
festival. If, as a stranger in our land, you should require the aid of other 
judgment to guide your own, we can only say that Alicia, the daughter of our 
gallant knight Waldemar Fitzurse, has at our court been long held the first in 
beauty as in place. Nevertheless, it is your undoubted prerogative to confer on 


Thesaurus 

bustling: (adj) lively, busy, boisterous, horseman: (n) cavalier, rider, jockey, lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) 
buzzing, brisk, alive, vibrant, noisy, horse fancier, horseback rider, generous, munificent, majestic, 
tumultuous; (v) stirring, full of trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: 
incident. ANTONYM: (adj) inactive. animal fancier, postilion. (adj) ungenerous. 

equestrian: (n) rider, trooper, trainer, judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury. propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 
buster, roughrider, horsewoman, pommel: (v) beat, pummel, defeat, correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
horseback rider, breaker, postilion; biff, club, drub, bang, batter, maul; fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
(adj) mounted. (n) saddlebow; (adj) bullet. politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 

exhibiting: (n) advertising; (adj) preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, (n) impropriety, rudeness, 
exhibitory, ostensive. command, control, direct, rule, unsuitableness, indecorum, 

honoured: (adj) esteemed, respected, moderate, guide, chair, preside over. decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 


worthy. princely: (adj, v) August, grand, great, vulgarity, indecency. 
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whom you please this crown, by the delivery of which to the lady of your choice, 
the election of to-morrow's Queen will be formal and complete.--Raise your 
lance." 


The Knight obeyed; and Prince John placed upon its point a coronet of green 
satin, having around its edge a circlet of gold, the upper edge of which was 
relieved by arrow-points and hearts placed interchangeably, like the strawberry 
leaves and balls upon a ducal crown. 


In the broad hint which he dropped respecting the daughter of Waldemar 
Fitzurse, John had more than one motive, each the offspring of a mind, which 
was a strange mixture of carelessness and presumption with low artifice and 
cunning. He wished to banish from the minds of the chivalry around him his 
own indecent and unacceptable jest respecting the Jewess Rebecca; he was 
desirous of conciliating Alicia's father Waldemar, of whom he stood in awe, and 
who had more than once shown himself dissatisfied during the course of the 
day's proceedings. He had also a wish to establish himself in the good graces of 
the lady; for John was at least as licentious in his pleasures as profligate in his 
ambition. But besides all these reasons, he was desirous to raise up against the 
Disinherited Knight (towards whom he already entertained a strong dislike) a 
powerful enemy in the person of Waldemar Fitzurse, who was likely, he thought, 
highly to resent the injury done to his daughter, in case, as was not unlikely, the 
victor should make another choice. 


And so indeed it proved. For the Disinherited Knight passed the gallery 
close to that of the Prince, in which the Lady Alicia was seated in the full pride of 
triumphant beauty, and, pacing forwards as slowly as he had hitherto rode 
swiftly around the lists, he seemed to exercise his right of examining the 
numerous fair faces which adorned that splendid circle. 


It was worth while to see the different conduct of the beauties who 
underwent this examination, during the time it was proceeding. Some blushed, 
some assumed an air of pride and dignity, some looked straight forward, and 
essayed to seem utterly unconscious of what was going on, some drew back in 
alarm, which was perhaps affected, some endeavoured to forbear smiling, and 


Thesaurus 
artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, carelessness: (n) negligence, round, wristlet, wreath, hoop. 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, inattention, indifference, conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, nonchalance, thoughtlessness, conciliative. 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) abandon, incaution, disregard, pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, tempo, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, musical time, maneuvering alongside 
incapacity, straightforwardness. alertness, vigilance, carefulness, another vessel, cardiac pacing. 
banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, thoughtfulness, assiduousness, resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, economy, regard, prudence, begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) forethought. take offense, take umbrage, take 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 


embrace, adopt, invite, include. armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, welcome, wish, accept. 
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there were two or three who laughed outright. There were also some who 
dropped their veils over their charms; but, as the Wardour Manuscript says these 
were fair ones of ten years standing, it may be supposed that, having had their 
full share of such vanities, they were willing to withdraw their claim, in order to 
give a fair chance to the rising beauties of the age. 


At length the champion paused beneath the balcony in which the Lady 
Rowena was placed, and the expectation of the spectators was excited to the 
utmost. 


It must be owned, that if an interest displayed in his success could have 
bribed the Disinherited Knight, the part of the lists before which he paused had 
merited his predilection. Cedric the Saxon, overjoyed at the discomfiture of the 
Templar, and still more so at the, miscarriage of his two malevolent neighbours, 
Front-de-Boeuf and Malvoisin, had, with his body half stretched over the 
balcony, accompanied the victor in each course, not with his eyes only, but with 
his whole heart and soul. The Lady Rowena had watched the progress of the 
day with equal attention, though without openly betraying the same intense 
interest. Even the unmoved Athelstane had shown symptoms of shaking off his 
apathy, when, calling for a huge goblet of muscadine, he quaffed it to the health 
of the Disinherited Knight. Another group, stationed under the gallery occupied 
by the Saxons, had shown no less interest in the fate of the day. 


"Father Abraham!" said Isaac of York, when the first course was run betwixt 
the Templar and the Disinherited Knight, "how fiercely that Gentile rides! Ah, 
the good horse that was brought all the long way from Barbary, he takes no more 
care of him than if he were a wild ass's colt--and the noble armour, that was 
worth so many zecchins to Joseph Pareira, the armourer of Milan, besides 
seventy in the hundred of profits, he cares for it as little as if he had found it in 
the highways!" 


"If he risks his own person and limbs, father," said Rebecca, "in doing such a 
dreadful battle, he can scarce be expected to spare his horse and armour." 

"Child!" replied Isaac, somewhat heated, "thou knowest not what thou 
speakest--His neck and limbs are his own, but his horse and armour belong to-- 


Thesaurus 

armour: (n) armature, buckler, armour displayed: (adj) extendant, expanded, ANTONYMS: (adj) heartbroken, 
plate, cataphract. splay. disappointed, depressed, down, 

armourer: (n) maker, manufacturer, miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, dejected, miserable, unhappy, 
artificer. fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, desolate. 

bribed: (prep) bought. disappointment, failing, balk, unmoved: (adj) apathetic, unaffected, 

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, frustration; (v) fail, fault. indifferent, unconcerned, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, muscadine: (n) Vitis rotundifolia, unimpressed, uninspired, 
discomfit, disconcertion, ambrosial, grape, grapevine, dispassionate, imperturbable, calm, 
discomposure, humiliation, scuppernong. undisturbed, fixed. ANTONYMS: 
consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, happy, (adj) affected, compliant, uptight, 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, elated, ecstatic, transported, exultant, concerned, enthusiastic, tolerant, 


honor. pleased, enchanted, proud, gleeful. sensitive. 
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Holy Jacob! what was I about to say! --Nevertheless, it is a good youth--See, 
Rebecca! see, he is again about to go up to battle against the Philistine--Pray, 
child--pray for the safety of the good youth,--and of the speedy horse, and the 
rich armour.--God of my fathers!" he again exclaimed, "he hath conquered, and 
the uncircumcised Philistine hath fallen before his lance,--even as Og the King of 
Bashan, and Sihon, King of the Amorites, fell before the sword of our fathers!-- 
Surely he shall take their gold and their silver, and their war-horses, and their 
armour of brass and of steel, for a prey and for a spoil." 


The same anxiety did the worthy Jew display during every course that was 
run, seldom failing to hazard a hasty calculation concerning the value of the 
horse and armour which was forfeited to the champion upon each new success. 
There had been therefore no small interest taken in the success of the 
Disinherited Knight, by those who occupied the part of the lists before which he 
now paused. 


Whether from indecision, or some other motive of hesitation, the champion 
of the day remained stationary for more than a minute, while the eyes of the 
silent audience were riveted upon his motions; and then, gradually and 
gracefully sinking the point of his lance, he deposited the coronet Which it 
supported at the feet of the fair Rowena. The trumpets instantly sounded, while 
the heralds proclaimed the Lady Rowena the Queen of Beauty and of Love for 
the ensuing day, menacing with suitable penalties those who should be 
disobedient to her authority. They then repeated their cry of Largesse, to which 
Cedric, in the height of his joy, replied by an ample donative, and to which 
Athelstane, though less promptly, added one equally large. 


There was some murmuring among the damsels of Norman descent, who 
were as much unused to see the preference given to a Saxon beauty, as the 
Norman nobles were to sustain defeat in the games of chivalry which they 
themselves had introduced. But these sounds of disaffection were drowned by 
the popular shout of "Long live the Lady Rowena, the chosen and lawful Queen 
of Love and of Beauty!" To which many in the lower area added, "Long live the 
Saxon Princess! long live the race of the immortal Alfred!" 


Thesaurus 
disaffection: (n) estrangement, cooperative, observant, behaving, murmuring: (n) murmuration, 
aversion, unfriendliness, repugnance, loyal, meek, obliging. murmur, complaint, grumble, 
disfavor, disinclination, hostility, donative: (n) present, donation, muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; 
disloyalty, dislike, breach, antipathy. oblation, benefaction; (n, v) gratuity; (adj) whispering, humming, droning, 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, (v) bounty, dole, alms, largess. murmurous. 
contentment. indecision: (n) hesitation, irresolution, proclaimed: (adj) announced, 
disobedient: (adj) contrary, uncertainty, indecisiveness, indictive, declared publicly. 
intractable, rebellious, disorderly, hesitance, qualm, vacillation, riveted: (adj) immovable, immobile, 
defiant, naughty, wayward, unruly, hesitancy, dubiety, infirmity of irremovable, rooted, wrapped up, 
willful, headstrong, contumacious. purpose; (adj, n) suspense. intent; (v) wrapped in, engrossed in, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obedient, good, ANTONYMS: (n) determination, rapt, absorbed, transfixed. 


compliant, orderly, dutiful, resolve, resolution, confidence. ANTONYM: (adj) detached. 
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However unacceptable these sounds might be to Prince John, and to those 
around him, he saw himself evertheless obliged to confirm the nomination of the 
victor, and accordingly calling to horse, he left his throne; and mounting his 
jennet, accompanied by his train, he again entered the lists. The Prince paused a 
moment beneath the gallery of the Lady Alicia, to whom he paid his 
compliments, observing, at the same time, to those around him --"By my 
halidome, sirs! if the Knight's feats in arms have shown that he hath limbs and 
sinews, his choice hath no less proved that his eyes are none of the clearest." 


It was on this occasion, as during his whole life, John's misfortune, not 
perfectly to understand the characters of those whom he wished to conciliate. 
Waldemar Fitzurse was rather offended than pleased at the Prince stating thus 
broadly an opinion, that his daughter had been slighted. 


"I know no right of chivalry," he said, "more precious or inalienable than that 
of each free knight to choose his lady-love by his own judgment. My daughter 
courts distinction from no one; and in her own character, and in her own sphere, 
will never fail to receive the full proportion of that which is her due." 


Prince John replied not; but, spurring his horse, as if to give vent to his 
vexation, he made the animal bound forward to the gallery where Rowena was 
seated, with the crown still at her feet. 


"Assume," he said, "fair lady, the mark of your sovereignty, to which none 
vows homage more sincerely than ourself, John of Anjou; and if it please you to- 
day, with your noble sire and friends, to grace our banquet in the Castle of 
Ashby, we shall learn to know the empress to whose service we devote to- 
morrow." 


Rowena remained silent, and Cedric answered for her in his native Saxon. 


"The Lady Rowena," he said, "possesses not the language in which to reply to 
your courtesy, or to sustain her part in your festival. I also, and the noble 
Athelstane of Coningsburgh, speak only the language, and practise only the 
manners, of our fathers. We therefore decline with thanks your Highness's 
courteous invitation to the banquet. To-morrow, the Lady Rowena will take 


Thesaurus 
banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, incommunicable. 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, boorish, insulting, unmannerly, gruff, seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
entertainment, spread, dinner, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, sire: (v) generate, engender, beget, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack. neglectful, graceless. procreate, mother, get, make; (n) 
conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, empress: (n) emperor, margravine, forefather, ancestor, patriarch, pater. 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, sultana, infanta, queen, princess, sirs: (n) gentlemen, messieurs. 
pacify, calm, accommodate, mediate, noble, monarch, lady, ruler, stating: (n) reference. 
allay. ANTONYM: (v) enrage. emperess. vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, inalienable: (adj) untransferable, escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, unassailable, absolute, inviolable, air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 


urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) block, suppress. 
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upon her the state to which she has been called by the free election of the victor 
Knight, confirmed by the acclamations of the people." 


So saying, he lifted the coronet, and placed it upon Rowena's head, in token 
of her acceptance of the temporary authority assigned to her. 


"What says he?" said Prince John, affecting not to understand the Saxon 
language, in which, however, he was well skilled. The purport of Cedric's 
speech was repeated to him in French. "It is well," he said; "to-morrow we will 
ourself conduct this mute sovereign to her seat of dignity.--You, at least, Sir 
Knight," he added, turning to the victor, who had remained near the gallery, 
"will this day share our banquet?" 


The Knight, speaking for the first time, in a low and hurried voice, excused 
himself by pleading fatigue, and the necessity of preparing for to-morrow's 
encounter. 


"It is well," said Prince John, haughtily; "although unused to such refusals, we 
will endeavour to digest our banquet as we may, though ungraced by the most 
successful in arms, and his elected Queen of Beauty." 


So saying, he prepared to leave the lists with his glittering train, and his 
turning his steed for that purpose, was the signal for the breaking up and 
dispersion of the spectators. 


Yet, with the vindictive memory proper to offended pride, especially when 
combined with conscious want of desert, John had hardly proceeded three paces, 
ere again, turning around, he fixed an eye of stern resentment upon the yeoman 
who had displeased him in the early part of the day, and issued his commands to 
the men-at-arms who stood near--"On your life, suffer not that fellow to escape." 


The yeoman stood the angry glance of the Prince with the same unvaried 
steadiness which had marked his former deportment, saying, with a smile, "I 
have no intention to leave Ashby until the day after to-morrow--I must see how 
Staffordshire and Leicestershire can draw their bows--the forests of Needwood 
and Charnwood must rear good archers." 


Thesaurus 
dispersion: (n) diffusion, dispersal, design; (v) mean, propose. unvaried: (adj) unchanged, uniform, 
distribution, dissipation, spread, steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, regular, dry, undiversified, 
circulation, dissemination, scattering, steadfastness; (n) regularity, undeviating; (v) harping, unreversed, 
spacing, deflocculation, variance. equilibrium, consistency, resolution, | unstopped, unrevoked, iterative. 
excused: (adj) privileged, immune. permanence, persistence, sureness; ANTONYMS: (adj) varied, 
glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) (adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) diversified. 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, unsteadiness, instability, vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, unreliability. revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, token: (n) memento, souvenir, note, malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
adv) aglitter. keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 


purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) intent, indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) trace. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 
drift, intention, meaning, end, effect,  ANTONYM: (adj) great. forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant. 


134 Ivanhoe 


"L" said Prince John to his attendants, but not in direct reply, --"I will see how 
he can draw his own; and woe betide him unless his skill should prove some 
apology for his insolence!" 


"It is full time," said De Bracy, "that the ‘outrecuidance' of these peasants 
should be restrained by some striking example." 


Waldemar Fitzurse, who probably thought his patron was not taking the 
readiest road to popularity, shrugged up his shoulders and was silent. Prince 
John resumed his retreat from the lists, and the dispersion of the multitude 
became general. 


In various routes, according to the different quarters from which they came, 
and in groups of various numbers, the spectators were seen retiring over the 
plain. By far the most numerous part streamed towards the town of Ashby, 
where many of the distinguished persons were lodged in the castle, and where 
others found accommodation in the town itself. Among these were most of the 
knights who had already appeared in the tournament, or who proposed to fight 
there the ensuing day, and who, as they rode slowly along, talking over the 
events of the day, were greeted with loud shouts by the populace. The same 
acclamations were bestowed upon Prince John, although he was indebted for 
them rather to the splendour of his appearance and train, than to the popularity 
of his character. 


A more sincere and more general, as well as a better-merited acclamation, 
attended the victor of the day, until, anxious to withdraw himself from popular 
notice, he accepted the accommodation of one of those pavilions pitched at the 
extremities of the lists, the use of which was courteously tendered him by the 
marshals of the field. On his retiring to his tent, many who had lingered in the 
lists, to look upon and form conjectures concerning him, also dispersed. 


The signs and sounds of a tumultuous concourse of men lately crowded 
together in one place, and agitated by the same passing events, were now 
exchanged for the distant hum of voices of different groups retreating in all 
directions, and these speedily died away in silence. No other sounds were heard 
save the voices of the menials who stripped the galleries of their cushions and 


Thesaurus 


acclamation: (n) applause, ovation, 
plaudit, praise, cheer, eclat, approval, 
commendation, vox populi, 
adulation, hand. ANTONYMS: (n) 
razzing, jeers, hisses, heckles, catcalls, 
vituperation, disapproval. 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, 
cool, still. 


betide: (v) bechance, come, become, 


transpire, occur, happen, develop, 
arise, be, rise, break. 


courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 


considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 
suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully, 
impolitely. 


retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 


back. 


speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, promptly, 
hastily, swiftly, fast, apace, hurriedly, 
fleetly. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
eventually. 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm. 

voices: (n) chorus. 


Walter Scott 


135 


tapestry, in order to put them in safety for the night, and wrangled among 
themselves for the half-used bottles of wine and relics of the refreshment which 
had been served round to the spectators. 


Beyond the precincts of the lists more than one forge was erected; and these 
now began to glimmer through the twilight, announcing the toil of the 
armourers, which was to continue through the whole night, in order to repair or 
alter the suits of armour to be used again on the morrow. 


A strong guard of men-at-arms, renewed at intervals, from two hours to two 
hours, surrounded the lists, and kept watch during the night. 


forge: (adj, v) falsify; (v) fake, devise, 


fabricate, fashion, contrive, coin, 


invent, construct, mould; (n, v) mint. 
glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; (n, 


v) gleam, shimmer, flash, sparkle, 
beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; (n) 
gleaming. 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day. 

precincts: (n) entourage, arena, 
outskirts, neighbourhood, walk, 
neighborhood, proximity, 


Thesaurus 


surroundings, vicinity, limitations, 
suburbs. 

refreshment: (n) bite, drink, 
recreation, collation, repose, relief, 
rest, entertainment, treat; (v) 
invigoration; (n, v) regalement. 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera. 

renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 


regenerate, reformed, Renate. 

surrounded: (adj) enclosed, ingirt, not 
independent, ringed, inside, rooted, 
conditioned, circumstanced, 
bounded; (v) beset, furnished. 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect. 
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CHAPTER X 


Thus, like the sad presaging raven, that tolls 
The sick man's passport in her hollow beak, 
And in the shadow of the silent night 

Doth shake contagion from her sable wings; 
Vex'd and tormented, runs poor Barrabas, 
With fatal curses towards these Christians. 
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Jew of Malta 


The Disinherited Knight had no sooner reached his pavilion, than squires and 
pages in abundance tendered their services to disarm him, to bring fresh attire, 
and to offer him the refreshment of the bath. Their zeal on this occasion was 
perhaps sharpened by curiosity, since every one desired to know who the knight 
was that had gained so many laurels, yet had refused, even at the command of 
Prince John, to lift his visor or to name his name. But their officious 
inquisitiveness was not gratified. The Disinherited Knight refused all other 
assistance save that of his own squire, or rather yeoman--a clownish-looking man, 
who, wrapt in a cloak of dark-coloured felt, and having his head and face half- 
buried in a Norman bonnet made of black fur, seemed to affect the incognito as 
much as his master. All others being excluded from the tent, this attendant 
relieved his master from the more burdensome parts of his armour, and placed 


burdensome: (adj) weighty, heavy, 
arduous, cumbrous, oppressive, 
difficult, severe, unwieldy, 
troublesome, grave; (adj, v) 
cumbersome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
helpful, relieving, manageable, 
frivolous. 

contagion: (n) plague, contagious 
disease, taint, transmission, 
contamination, disease, conduction, 
pest, corruption, pollution, grippe. 

curses: (n) abuse. 


Thesaurus 

disarm: (v) disable, demilitarize, 
demilitarise, convince, divest; (adj, v) 
invalidate, disqualify; (adj, n) 
propitiate; (adj) conciliate, tie the 
hands, unfit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
fortify, dissuade, discourage, annoy. 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 
delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful. 

inquisitiveness: (n) curiosity, 
nosiness, prying, appetite for 


knowledge, foreignness, exactness, 
accuracy, elaboration, eagerness to 
learn, carefulness. 

officious: (adj, v) meddlesome; (adj) 
busy, interfering, meddling, 
obtrusive, impertinent, pragmatical, 
busybodied, overbearing, nosy; (v) 
pushing. ANTONYM: (adj) meek. 

presaging: (adj) ominous, 
foreshadowing, portentive, boding, 
oracular, prophetic, foreshowing, 
announcing beforehand. 
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food and wine before him, which the exertions of the day rendered very 
acceptable. 


The Knight had scarcely finished a hasty meal, ere his menial announced to 
him that five men, each leading a barbed steed, desired to speak with him. The 
Disinherited Knight had exchanged his armour for the long robe usually worn by 
those of his condition, which, being furnished with a hood, concealed the 
features, when such was the pleasure of the wearer, almost as completely as the 
visor of the helmet itself, but the twilight, which was now fast darkening, would 
of itself have rendered a disguise unnecessary, unless to persons to whom the 
face of an individual chanced to be particularly well known. 


The Disinherited Knight, therefore, stept boldly forth to the front of his tent, 
and found in attendance the squires of the challengers, whom he easily knew by 
their russet and black dresses, each of whom led his master's charger, loaded 
with the armour in which he had that day fought. 


"According to the laws of chivalry," said the foremost of these men, "I, 
Baldwin de Oyley, squire to the redoubted Knight Brian de Bois-Guilbert, make 
offer to you, styling yourself, for the present, the Disinherited Knight, of the 
horse and armour used by the said Brian de Bois-Guilbert in this day's Passage of 
Arms, leaving it with your nobleness to retain or to ransom the same, according 
to your pleasure; for such is the law of arms." 


The other squires repeated nearly the same formula, and then stood to await 
the decision of the Disinherited Knight. 


"To you four, sirs," replied the Knight, addressing those who had last spoken, 
"and to your honourable and valiant masters, I have one common reply. 
Commend me to the noble knights, your masters, and say, I should do ill to 
deprive them of steeds and arms which can never be used by braver cavaliers.--I 
would I could here end my message to these gallant knights; but being, as I term 
myself, in truth and earnest, the Disinherited, I must be thus far bound to your 
masters, that they will, of their courtesy, be pleased to ransom their steeds and 
armour, since that which I wear I can hardly term mine own." 


Thesaurus 


barbed: (adj) mordant, thorny, sharp, 
pungent, caustic, spiny, cutting, 
acrid, spiteful, acid; (v) barded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. 

charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 
steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse, 
destrier. 

darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse. 

deprive: (v) divest, bereave, despoil, 


denude, deny, rob, dispossess, 
dismantle, starve; (adj, v) abridge, 
curtail. ANTONYMS: (v) provide, 
present, offer, indulge, give, endow, 
appropriate, supply, add. 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters. 

menial: (adj, n) inferior; (adj) lowly, 
abject, ignoble, humble, low, mean; 
(n) henchman, domestic, lackey, 
servant. ANTONYMS: (adj) elevated, 
noble. 

nobleness: (n) dignity, generosity, 


magnanimity, nobility, greatness, 
grandeur, stateliness, civil honors, 
goodness, glory, glorify. 

ransom: (v) redeem, repair, extricate; 
(n, v) rescue, blackmail, repurchase; 
(n) deliverance, ransom money, 
assessment, benevolence, excise. 

squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord, 
gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
esquire, landowner, landholder, 
armiger; (v) attend. 

wearer: (n) enjoyer. 
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"We stand commissioned, each of us," answered the squire of Reginald Front- 
de-Boeuf, "to offer a hundred zecchins in ransom of these horses and suits of 
armour." 


"It is sufficient," said the Disinherited Knight. "Half the sum my present 
necessities compel me to accept; of the remaining half, distribute one moiety 
among yourselves, sir squires, and divide the other half betwixt the heralds and 
the pursuivants, and minstrels, and attendants." 


The squires, with cap in hand, and low reverences, expressed their deep 
sense of a courtesy and generosity not often practised, at least upon a scale so 
extensive. The Disinherited Knight then addressed his discourse to Baldwin, the 
squire of Brian de Bois-Guilbert. "From your master," said he, "I will accept 
neither arms nor ransom. Say to him in my name, that our strife is not ended-- 
no, not till we have fought as well with swords as with lances--as well on foot as 
on horseback. To this mortal quarrel he has himself defied me, and I shall not 
forget the challenge.--Meantime, let him be assured, that I hold him not as one of 
his companions, with whom I can with pleasure exchange courtesies; but rather 
as one with whom I stand upon terms of mortal defiance." 


"My master," answered Baldwin, "knows how to requite scorn with scorn, 
and blows with blows, as well as courtesy with courtesy. Since you disdain to 
accept from him any share of the ransom at which you have rated the arms of the 
other knights, I must leave his armour and his horse here, being well assured 
that he will never deign to mount the one nor wear the other." 


"You have spoken well, good squire," said the Disinherited Knight, "well and 
boldly, as it beseemeth him to speak who answers for an absent master. Leave 
not, however, the horse and armour here. Restore them to thy master; or, if he 
scorns to accept them, retain them, good friend, for thine own use. So far as they 
are mine, I bestow them upon you freely." 


Baldwin made a deep obeisance, and retired with his companions; and the 
Disinherited Knight entered the pavilion. 


Thesaurus 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, ANTONYMS: (n) humility, v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, deride, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; admiration, reverence, worship, slight; (n) contempt, derision, 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. approval, regard; (v) approve, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, admire, praise, accept, participate. praise; (v) appreciate, revere, value, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw. moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, approve, admire, accept; (n) 

deign: (v) lower oneself, vouchsafe, parcel, section, piece, bit, division, admiration, commendation, humility. 
stoop, descend, lower, grant, move, cut, class. strife: (n) discord, disagreement, 
stoop to, allow, fall, come from. necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, dissension, conflict, competition, 

disdain: (n, v) despise, contemn, essential, wants, support, feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, debate; 
slight, ridicule; (n) contempt, subsistence, requirement, bread. (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) quarrel. 
derision, arrogance, haughtiness, rated: (adj) specified. ANTONYMS: (n) accord, 


pride; (v) scoff, disparage. scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, cooperation, calm, peace. 
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"Thus far, Gurth," said he, addressing his attendant, "the reputation of 
English chivalry hath not suffered in my hands." 


"And I," said Gurth, "for a Saxon swineherd, have not ill played the 
personage of a Norman squire-at-arms." 


"Yea, but," answered the Disinherited Knight, "thou hast ever kept me in 
anxiety lest thy clownish bearing should discover thee." 


"Tush!" said Gurth, "I fear discovery from none, saving my playfellow, 
Wamba the Jester, of whom I could never discover whether he were most knave 
or fool. Yet I could scarce choose but laugh, when my old master passed so near 
to me, dreaming all the while that Gurth was keeping his porkers many a mile 
off, in the thickets and swamps of Rotherwood. If I am discovered--" 

"Enough," said the Disinherited Knight, "thou knowest my promise." 

"Nay, for that matter," said Gurth, "I will never fail my friend for fear of my 
skin-cutting. I have a tough hide, that will bear knife or scourge as well as any 
boar's hide in my herd." 

"Trust me, I will requite the risk you run for my love, Gurth," said the Knight. 
"Meanwhile, I pray you to accept these ten pieces of gold." 

"I am richer," said Gurth, putting them into his pouch, "than ever was 
swineherd or bondsman." 

"Take this bag of gold to Ashby," continued his master, "and find out Isaac 
the Jew of York, and let him pay himself for the horse and arms with which his 
credit supplied me." 

"Nay, by St Dunstan," replied Gurth, "that I will not do." 

"How, knave," replied his master, "wilt thou not obey my commands?" 

"So they be honest, reasonable, and Christian commands," replied Gurth; "but 
this is none of these. To suffer the Jew to pay himself would be dishonest, for it 


would be cheating my master; and unreasonable, for it were the part of a fool; 
and unchristian, since it would be plundering a believer to enrich an infidel." 


Thesaurus 
cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, air; (adj) absent-minded, asleep, plundering: (n) rape, pillage, 
imposition, imposture, fraud, visionary, vacant, wistful, rapt. depredation, despoliation, rapine, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, spoliation, despoilment, plunder, 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, looting; (adj) predatory, marauding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; endow, better, cultivate; (n) scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
(n) honesty, truthfulness. enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
clownish: (adj) loutish, zany, impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
awkward, churlish, rude, rustic, reduce, deplete, deteriorate. whip. 
uncouth, clumsy, gawky, buffoonish, pieces: (n) debris, trash. suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
clowlike. playfellow: (n) fellow, associate, pal, _ unchristian: (adj) uncharitable, 
dreaming: (n) reverie, ambition, familiar, comrade, companion, christless, pagan, remorseless, 


nightmare, conception, castle in the buddy, playfere, chum, friend. unchristianly, antichristian. 
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"See him contented, however, thou stubborn varlet," said the Disinherited 
Knight. 

"I will do so," said Gurth, taking the bag under his cloak, and leaving the 
apartment; "and it will go hard," he muttered, "but I content him with one-half of 
his own asking." So saying, he departed, and left the Disinherited Knight to his 
own perplexed ruminations; which, upon more accounts than it is now possible 
to communicate to the reader, were of a nature peculiarly agitating and painful. 


We must now change the scene to the village of Ashby, or rather to a country 
house in its vicinity belonging to a wealthy Israelite, with whom Isaac, his 
daughter, and retinue, had taken up their quarters; the Jews, it is well known, 
being as liberal in exercising the duties of hospitality and charity among their 
own people, as they were alleged to be reluctant and churlish in extending them 
to those whom they termed Gentiles, and whose treatment of them certainly 
merited little hospitality at their hand. 


In an apartment, small indeed, but richly furnished with decorations of an 
Oriental taste, Rebecca was seated on a heap of embroidered cushions, which, 
piled along a low platform that surrounded the chamber, served, like the estrada 
of the Spaniards, instead of chairs and stools. She was watching the motions of 
her father with a look of anxious and filial affection, while he paced the 
apartment with a dejected mien and disordered step; sometimes clasping his 
hands together --sometimes casting his eyes to the roof of the apartment, as one 
who laboured under great mental tribulation. "O, Jacob!" he exclaimed--"O, all 
ye twelve Holy Fathers of our tribe! what a losing venture is this for one who 
hath duly kept every jot and tittle of the law of Moses--Fifty zecchins wrenched 
from me at one clutch, and by the talons of a tyrant!" 


"But, father," said Rebecca, "you seemed to give the gold to Prince John 
willingly." 

"Willingly? the blotch of Egypt upon him!--Willingly, saidst thou?--Ay, as 
willingly as when, in the Gulf of Lyons, I flung over my merchandise to lighten 
the ship, while she laboured in the tempest--robed the seething billows in my 
choice silks --perfumed their briny foam with myrrh and aloes--enriched their 


Thesaurus 
agitating: (adj) stirring, provoking, sour; (n) sea, ocean, body of water, resin, frankincense, balm. 
poignant, vexatious, sensational, deep, main. talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, 
provocative, afflictive, terrific. dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, tentacle, teeth; (n) clutches. 
billows: (n) great waters, high seas, downhearted, gloomy, down, tittle: (n) scintilla, point, jot, smidgeon, 
offing, watery waste, brine, vapors, unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, shred, smidgen, smidgin; (adj, n) 
clouds, smoke, sea, ocean, main. miserable, melancholy. ANTONYMS: whit; (adj) idea, look, soupcon. 
blotch: (adj, n) blot; (n, v) spot, mark, (adj) elated, happy, euphoric, joyous, tribulation: (n) trial, misery, distress, 
smudge; (n) pimple, stain, freckle, encouraged, positive, enthusiastic, ordeal, calamity, trouble, affliction, 
splotch, patch, discoloration; (v) hopeful. suffering, hardship, pain, grief. 
mottle. ANTONYMS: (n) cleanness, filial: (adj) dutiful. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, ease, 
enhancement. myrrh: (n) gum myrrh, perfumes of opportunity. 


briny: (adj) salty, brackish, saline, Arabia, incense, sweet cicely, gum wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened. 
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caverns with gold and silver work! And was not that an hour of unutterable 
misery, though my own hands made the sacrifice?" 


"But it was a sacrifice which Heaven exacted to save our lives," answered 
Rebecca, "and the God of our fathers has since blessed your store and your 
gettings." 

"Ay," answered Isaac, "but if the tyrant lays hold on them as he did to-day, 
and compels me to smile while he is robbing me?--O, daughter, disinherited and 
wandering as we are, the worst evil which befalls our race is, that when we are 
wronged and plundered, all the world laughs around, and we are compelled to 
suppress our sense of injury, and to smile tamely, when we would revenge 
bravely." 


"Think not thus of it, my father," said Rebecca; "we also have advantages. 
These Gentiles, cruel and oppressive as they are, are in some sort dependent on 
the dispersed children of Zion, whom they despise and persecute. Without the 
aid of our wealth, they could neither furnish forth their hosts in war, nor their 
triumphs in peace, and the gold which we lend them returns with increase to our 
coffers. We are like the herb which flourisheth most when it is most trampled 
on. Even this day's pageant had not proceeded without the consent of the 
despised Jew, who furnished the means." 


"Daughter," said Isaac, "thou hast harped upon another string of sorrow. The 
goodly steed and the rich armour, equal to the full profit of my adventure with 
our Kirjath Jairam of Leicester --there is a dead loss too--ay, a loss which 
swallows up the gains of a week; ay, of the space between two Sabbaths--and yet 
it may end better than I now think, for 'tis a good youth." 


"Assuredly," said Rebecca, "you shall not repent you of requiting the good 
deed received of the stranger knight." 


"I trust so, daughter," said Isaac, "and I trust too in the rebuilding of Zion; but 
as well do I hope with my own bodily eyes to see the walls and battlements of 
the new Temple, as to see a Christian, yea, the very best of Christians, repay a 
debt to a Jew, unless under the awe of the judge and jailor." 


Thesaurus 
coffers: (n) treasury, purse, exchequer, ceremony, pomp, representation, (adv) cruelly, assertively, 
coffer, funds, assets. exhibition, procession, pageantry, disobediently, interestingly, wildly. 
despise: (v) disdain, loathe, cavalcade, parade, scene. trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing flattened, compressed, packed down. 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) freebootery; (n) theft. unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) swallows: (n) sparrows, rooks, robins, unspeakable, inexpressible, 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, Passeriformes, Hirundinidae, etc, unpronounceable, indefinable, 
cherish, like, praise, accept. order Passeriformes. untellable, unnameable, 
laughs: (n) diversion, comedy, tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, | unapproachable, beyond description, 
amusement, sport, recreation, insipidly, obediently, uninterestingly, incommunicable, terrible. 
merriment, entertainment, levity. moderately, brokenly, subduedly, wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 


pageant: (n) spectacle, ostentation, domestically, flatly. ANTONYMS: offended. 
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So saying, he resumed his discontented walk through the apartment; and 
Rebecca, perceiving that her attempts at consolation only served to awaken new 
subjects of complaint, wisely desisted from her unavailing efforts--a prudential 
line of conduct, and we recommend to all who set up for comforters and advisers, 
to follow it in the like circumstances. 


The evening was now becoming dark, when a Jewish servant entered the 
apartment, and placed upon the table two silver lamps, fed with perfumed oil; 
the richest wines, and the most delicate refreshments, were at the same time 
displayed by another Israelitish domestic on a small ebony table, inlaid with 
silver; for, in the interior of their houses, the Jews refused themselves no 
expensive indulgences. At the same time the servant informed Isaac, that a 
Nazarene (so they termed Christians, while conversing among themselves) 
desired to speak with him. He that would live by traffic, must hold himself at 
the disposal of every one claiming business with him. Isaac at once replaced on 
the table the untasted glass of Greek wine which he had just raised to his lips, 
and saying hastily to his daughter, "Rebecca, veil thyself," commanded the 
stranger to be admitted. 

Just as Rebecca had dropped over her fine features a screen of silver gauze 
which reached to her feet, the door opened, and Gurth entered, wrapt in the 
ample folds of his Norman mantle. His appearance was rather suspicious than 
prepossessing, especially as, instead of doffing his bonnet, he pulled it still 
deeper over his rugged brow. 

"Art thou Isaac the Jew of York?" said Gurth, in Saxon. 


"I am," replied Isaac, in the same language, (for his traffic had rendered every 
tongue spoken in Britain familiar to him)--"and who art thou?" 


"That is not to the purpose," answered Gurth. 


"As much as my name is to thee," replied Isaac; "for without knowing thine, 
how can I hold intercourse with thee?" 


Thesaurus 
awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, dissatisfied, displeased, miserable, hearing, looking at, recognition, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, put out, ungratified. ANTONYMS: thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) (adj) pleased, satisfied, happy, conscious, percipient, reasonable. 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, spoil, content. prepossessing: (adj) engaging, 
quench, douse, stifle. ebony: (adj, n) sable; (adj) black, dark, | winning, handsome, appealing, 
bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, jet, soot, raven, smut, sloe; (n) jet lovely, captivating, charming, nice, 
tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, black, coal black, wood. graceful, winsome; (v) inviting. 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet. folds: (n) laps. prudential: (adj) discreet, economical. 
commanded: (adj) lawful. gauze: (n) film, curtain, blind, unavailing: (adj) fruitless, bootless, 
discontented: (adj, v) querulous, bandage, mask, mantle, muslin, useless, ineffectual, inefficacious, 
complaining; (adj) disaffected, screen, gauze bandage, shutter, daze. otiose, inutile, ineffective, idle, vain, 


disgruntled, malcontent, unsatisfied, perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, pointless. 
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"Easily," answered Gurth; "I, being to pay money, must know that I deliver it 
to the right person; thou, who are to receive it, will not, I think, care very greatly 
by whose hands it is delivered." 


"O," said the Jew, "you are come to pay moneys?--Holy Father Abraham! that 
altereth our relation to each other. And from whom dost thou bring it?" 


"From the Disinherited Knight," said Gurth, "victor in this day's tournament. 
It is the price of the armour supplied to him by Kirjath Jairam of Leicester, on thy 
recommendation. The steed is restored to thy stable. I desire to know the 
amount of the sum which I am to pay for the armour." 


"I said he was a good youth!" exclaimed Isaac with joyful exultation. "A cup 
of wine will do thee no harm," he added, filling and handing to the swineherd a 
richer drought than Gurth had ever before tasted. "And how much money," 
continued Isaac, "has thou brought with thee?" 


"Holy Virgin!" said Gurth, setting down the cup, "what nectar these 
unbelieving dogs drink, while true Christians are fain to quaff ale as muddy and 
thick as the draff we give to hogs!--What money have I brought with me?" 
continued the Saxon, when he had finished this uncivil ejaculation, "even but a 
small sum; something in hand the whilst. What, Isaac! thou must bear a 
conscience, though it be a Jewish one." 


"Nay, but," said Isaac, "thy master has won goodly steeds and rich armours 
with the strength of his lance, and of his right hand--but 'tis a good youth--the 
Jew will take these in present payment, and render him back the surplus." 


"My master has disposed of them already," said Gurth. 


"Ah! that was wrong," said the Jew, "that was the part of a fool. No Christians 
here could buy so many horses and armour--no Jew except myself would give 
him half the values. But thou hast a hundred zecchins with thee in that bag," 
said Isaac, prying under Gurth's cloak, "it is a heavy one." 


"I have heads for cross-bow bolts in it," said Gurth, readily. 


"Well, then'--said Isaac, panting and hesitating between habitual love of gain 
and a new-born desire to be liberal in the present instance, "if I should say that I 


Thesaurus 
draff: (adj) Brewers' grains, caput desolation, misery, sorrow. busy, snoopy; (n) nosiness, curiosity; 
mortuum, clinker, dregs, hogwash, joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, cheerful, (adj, n) meddling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
lees, refuse, waste matter, fecula, gleeful, cheery, delighted, joyous, apathetic; (n) apathy. 
sprue. jolly, blissful, blithe. ANTONYMS: quaff: (v) drink, gulp, swig, guzzle, 
ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, emission, (adj) miserable, sorrowful, unhappy, drain, sup, sip, swill, swallow, 
interjection, discharge, vociferation, despairing, unpleasant, staid, sorry, carouse; (n) potation. 
expelling, exclaiming, eruption, disappointed, depressed, heavy. uncivil: (adj) discourteous, 
shout, emanation. nectar: (n) delicacy, secretion, juice, disrespectful, impolite, coarse, 
exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight,  beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, brusque, curt, blunt, barbarous, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed. short; (adj, n) rough, harsh. 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. prying: (adj) inquisitive, meddlesome, ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, courteous, 


ANTONYMS: (n) depression, nosy, inquiring, nosey, intrusive, gracious. 
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would take eighty zecchins for the good steed and the rich armour, which leaves 
me not a guilder's profit, have you money to pay me?" 


"Barely," said Gurth, though the sum demanded was more reasonable than 
he expected, "and it will leave my master nigh penniless. Nevertheless, if such be 
your least offer, I must be content." 


"Fill thyself another goblet of wine," said the Jew. "Ah! eighty zecchins is too 
little. It leaveth no profit for the usages of the moneys; and, besides, the good 
horse may have suffered wrong in this day's encounter. O, it was a hard and a 
dangerous meeting! man and steed rushing on each other like wild bulls of 
Bashan! The horse cannot but have had wrong." 


"And I say," replied Gurth, "he is sound, wind and limb; and you may see 
him now, in your stable. And I say, over and above, that seventy zecchins is 
enough for the armour, and I hope a Christian's word is as good as a Jew's. If 
you will not take seventy, I will carry this bag" (and he shook it till the contents 
jingled) "back to my master." 


"Nay, nay!" said Isaac; "lay down the talents--the shekels--the eighty zecchins, 
and thou shalt see I will consider thee liberally." 


Gurth at length complied; and telling out eighty zecchins upon the table, the 
Jew delivered out to him an acquittance for the horse and suit of armour. The 
Jew's hand trembled for joy as he wrapped up the first seventy pieces of gold. 
The last ten he told over with much deliberation, pausing, and saying something 
as he took each piece from the table, and dropt it into his purse. It seemed as if 
his avarice were struggling with his better nature, and compelling him to pouch 
zecchin after zecchin while his generosity urged him to restore some part at least 
to his benefactor, or as a donation to his agent. His whole speech ran nearly 
thus: 


"Seventy-one--seventy-two; thy master is a good youth --seventy-three, an 
excellent youth--seventy-four--that piece hath been clipt within the ring-- 
seventy-five--and that looketh light of weight --seventy-six--when thy master 
wants money, let him come to Isaac of York--seventy-seven--that is, with 


Thesaurus 
acquittance: (n) release, absolution, powerful, stringent, convincing, bounty; (n) present, endowment, 
redemption, extrication, voucher, fascinating, compulsive, cogent. grant, award, charity, dole; (v) boon, 
repayment; (v) discharge, quittance, ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, boring, bestowal. 
absolve; (n, v) dismission, vent. unconvincing, dull, repellent. limb: (n) arm, branch, member, bough, 
benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, deliberation: (n) cogitation, counsel, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, wing, 
backer, supporter, giver, Good debate, caution, thought, advisement, appendage, edge. 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, attention, contemplation, moneys: (n) finances, means, funds. 
philanthropist, helper, humanitarian. consultation; (adj, n) calculation, nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
ANTONYMS: (n) antagonist, circumspection. ANTONYMS: (n) close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
opposer, detractor. thoughtlessness, carelessness, all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; (adj) 
compelling: (adj) forcible, effective, impetuosity, distraction, rashness. approximate. 


forceful, captivating, commanding, donation: (n, v) gift, benefaction, seventy: (n) large integer. 
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reasonable security." Here he made a considerable pause, and Gurth had good 
hope that the last three pieces might escape the fate of their comrades; but the 
enumeration proceeded. --"Seventy-eight--thou art a good fellow--seventy-nine-- 
and deservest something for thyself--" 


Here the Jew paused again, and looked at the last zecchin, intending, 
doubtless, to bestow it upon Gurth. He weighed it upon the tip of his finger, and 
made it ring by dropping it upon the table. Had it rung too flat, or had it felt a 
hair's breadth too light, generosity had carried the day; but, unhappily for Gurth, 
the chime was full and true, the zecchin plump, newly coined, and a grain above 
weight. Isaac could not find in his heart to part with it, so dropt it into his purse 
as if in absence of mind, with the words, "Eighty completes the tale, and I trust 
thy master will reward thee handsomely.--Surely," he added, looking earnestly at 
the bag, "thou hast more coins in that pouch?" 


Gurth grinned, which was his nearest approach to a laugh, as he replied, 
"About the same quantity which thou hast just told over so carefully." He then 
folded the quittance, and put it under his cap, adding,--"Peril of thy beard, Jew, 
see that this be full and ample!" He filled himself unbidden, a third goblet of 
wine, and left the apartment without ceremony. 


"Rebecca," said the Jew, "that Ishmaelite hath gone somewhat beyond me. 
Nevertheless his master is a good youth--ay, and I am well pleased that he hath 
gained shekels of gold and shekels of silver, even by the speed of his horse and 
by the strength of his lance, which, like that of Goliath the Philistine, might vie 
with a weaver's beam." 


As he turned to receive Rebecca's answer, he observed, that during his 
chattering with Gurth, she had left the apartment unperceived. 


In the meanwhile, Gurth had descended the stair, and, having reached the 
dark antechamber or hall, was puzzling about to discover the entrance, when a 
figure in white, shown by a small silver lamp which she held in her hand, 
beckoned him into a side apartment. Gurth had some reluctance to obey the 
summons. Rough and impetuous as a wild boar, where only earthly force was 
to be apprehended, he had all the characteristic terrors of a Saxon respecting 


Thesaurus 
chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) recompense, repayment, excuse, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, considered, careful, slow, sensible, compensation, receipt; (v) quit. 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; patient. stair: (n) stage, degree, footstep, rank, 
(v) natter. puzzling: (adj) enigmatic, confusing, stairway, staircase, corbiestep, 
descended: (v) extraught. incomprehensible, mysterious, ladder, pace, steps, support. 
enumeration: (n) count, counting, cryptic, obscure, knotty, enigmatical, unbidden: (adj) unbid, uninvited, 
computation, list, calculation, complicated, ambiguous, abstruse. spontaneous, voluntary, willing, 
catalogue, recital, account, tally, ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, unwanted. 
reckoning, listing. straightforward, explicable, unperceived: (v) unheeded, unthought 
impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, comprehensible, enlightening. of, unregarded; (adj) unremarked, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, quittance: (n) payment, absolution, unnoted, unobserved, unmarked, 


foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) acquittance, remission, indemnity, unknown, stealthy, sly, secret. 
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fawns, forest-fiends, white women, and the whole of the superstitions which his 
ancestors had brought with them from the wilds of Germany. He remembered, 
moreover, that he was in the house of a Jew, a people who, besides the other 
unamiable qualities which popular report ascribed to them, were supposed to be 
profound necromancers and cabalists. Nevertheless, after a moment's pause, he 
obeyed the beckoning summons of the apparition, and followed her into the 
apartment which she indicated, where he found to his joyful surprise that his fair 
guide was the beautiful Jewess whom he had seen at the tournament, and a short 
time in her father's apartment. 


She asked him the particulars of his transaction with Isaac, which he detailed 
accurately. 


"My father did but jest with thee, good fellow," said Rebecca; "he owes thy 
master deeper kindness than these arms and steed could pay, were their value 
tenfold. What sum didst thou pay my father even now?" 


"Eighty zecchins," said Gurth, surprised at the question. 


"In this purse," said Rebecca, "thou wilt find a hundred. Restore to thy master 
that which is his due, and enrich thyself with the remainder. Haste--begone-- 
stay not to render thanks! and beware how you pass through this crowded town, 
where thou mayst easily lose both thy burden and thy life.--Reuben," she added, 
clapping her hands together, "light forth this stranger, and fail not to draw lock 
and bar behind him." Reuben, a dark-brow'd and _ black-bearded Israelite, 
obeyed her summons, with a torch in his hand; undid the outward door of the 
house, and conducting Gurth across a paved court, let him out through a wicket 
in the entrance-gate, which he closed behind him with such bolts and chains as 
would well have become that of a prison. 


"By St Dunstan," said Gurth, as he stumbled up the dark avenue, "this is no 
Jewess, but an angel from heaven! Ten zecchins from my brave young master-- 
twenty from this pearl of Zion--Oh, happy day!--Such another, Gurth, will 
redeem thy bondage, and make thee a brother as free of thy guild as the best. 
And then do I lay down my swineherd's horn and staff, and take the freeman's 


Thesaurus 


apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision. 
ascribed: (adj) accredited, qualified, 
credited, ascriptitious, additional, 
added. ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial. 
beckoning: (adj) irresistible. 
bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 


emancipation, freedom. 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, plaudit, 
round, approval. 

conducting: (n) administration, 
conduct, directing, managing, 
direction, management. 

outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 
outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 
(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 


inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep. 

paved: (adj) cobbled. 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten. 

wicket: (n) lattice, hatch, door, grille, 
portal, hoop, ostiary, postern, porch, 
grill, vestibule. 

wilds: (n) wasteland, waste, desert. 
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sword and buckler, and follow my young master to the death, without hiding 
either my face or my name." 


Thesaurus 


death: (n) expiration, end, close, exit, exterior, facade. ANTONYMS: (n, v) concealing, beating, screening, 
fate, mortality, departure, cessation, back; (n) timidity, nobody, underside, thrashing, flogging, rout, burial, 


decease, dissolution; (adj) quietus. shyness, rear; (v) evade, elude, hide, drubbing, ambush. 
ANTONYMS: (n) existence, delivery, withdraw, submit. master: (n) captain, instructor, lord; (v) 
living, nascency, being, survival, life, follow: (v) chase, adopt, adhere, control, conquer, command, 
beginning. succeed, accompany, abide by, dominate, defeat; (adj, n) original, 
either: (adj) whatever; (adv) too, also, | comprehend, ensue, track; (adj, v) head, ace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
neither, besides, likewise; (n) or; (det) catch, grasp. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, underling, servant, novice, amateur. 
any; (conj) other. lead, head, disobey, deny, ignore, sword: (n) blade, sabre, brand, 
face: (adj, n, v) front; (v) confront, misunderstand, predate, exceed, broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 
audacity; (n, v) look, aspect, top; (n) defy, break. steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas. 


side, expression, countenance, hiding: (n) covering, concealment, 
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CHAPTER XI 


1st Outlaw: Stand, sir, and throw us that you have about you; 
Tf not, we'll make you sit, and rifle you. 

Speed. Sir, we are undone! these are the villains 

That all the travellers do fear so much. 


Val. My friends-- 


1st Out: That's not so, sir, we are your enemies. 
2d Out: Peace! we'll hear him. 

3d Out: Ay, by my beard, will we; 

For he's a proper man. 


Two Gentlemen of Verona 


The nocturnal adventures of Gurth were not yet concluded; indeed he 
himself became partly of that mind, when, after passing one or two straggling 
houses which stood in the outskirts of the village, he found himself in a deep 
lane, running between two banks overgrown with hazel and holly, while here 
and there a dwarf oak flung its arms altogether across the path. The lane was 
moreover much rutted and broken up by the carriages which had recently 
transported articles of various kinds to the tournament; and it was dark, for the 
banks and bushes intercepted the light of the harvest moon. 


From the village were heard the distant sounds of revelry, mixed 
occasionally with loud laughter, sometimes broken by screams, and sometimes 


adventures: (n) experiences, fortunes, 
confessions, journal, life, biography, 
autobiography, personal narrative. 

bushes: (n) underbrush, thicket, 
undergrowth, minor league. 

carriages: (n) carriage. 

dwarf: (adj, n) midget, miniature; (n) 
gnome, fairy, brownie, manikin, 
pygmy; (v) overshadow; (adj) little, 
runt, baby. ANTONYMS: (adj) large, 
big, huge; (v) maximize. 

nocturnal: (adj) nightly, vespertine, 


Thesaurus 

nighttime, nocturnals, overnight, jagged, irregular, rough, furrowed, 

night, autumnal. ANTONYM: (adj) crumpled, potholed, not level, 

daytime. bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) level. 
overgrown: (adj) excessive, exorbitant, transported: (adj) ecstatic, rapt, elated, 

inordinate, extravagant, monstrous, inspirited, spellbound, exultant, 

covered, exaggerated, dropsical, lush; puffed up, proud, delighted, elate; 

(v) turgid, tumid. (adv) on cloud nine. ANTONYM: 
revelry: (adj, n) revels; (n) debauchery, (adj) dejected. 

festivity, orgy, merriment, revel, undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 

carnival, mirth, gaiety, carousal, sunk, done for, finished, behindhand, 

jollification. decayed; (adj, v) doomed; (v) 


rutted: (adj) uneven, not smooth, lined, accursed, to be pitied, devoted. 
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by wild strains of distant music. All these sounds, intimating the disorderly 
state of the town, crowded with military nobles and their dissolute attendants, 
gave Gurth some uneasiness. "The Jewess was right," he said to himself. "By 
heaven and St Dunstan, I would I were safe at my journey's end with all this 
treasure! Here are such numbers, I will not say of arrant thieves, but of errant 
knights and errant squires, errant monks and errant minstrels, errant jugglers 
and errant jesters, that a man with a single merk would be in danger, much more 
a poor swineherd with a whole bagful of zecchins. Would I were out of the 
shade of these infernal bushes, that I might at least see any of St Nicholas's clerks 
before they spring on my shoulders." 


Gurth accordingly hastened his pace, in order to gain the open common to 
which the lane led, but was not so fortunate as to accomplish his object. Just as 
he had attained the upper end of the lane, where the underwood was thickest, 
four men sprung upon him, even as his fears anticipated, two from each side of 
the road, and seized him so fast, that resistance, if at first practicable, would have 
been now too late.--"Surrender your charge," said one of them; "we are the 
deliverers of the commonwealth, who ease every man of his burden." 


"You should not ease me of mine so lightly," muttered Gurth, whose surly 
honesty could not be tamed even by the pressure of immediate violence,--"had I 
it but in my power to give three strokes in its defence." 


"We shall see that presently," said the robber; and, speaking to his 
companions, he added, "bring along the knave. I see he would have his head 
broken, as well as his purse cut, and so be let blood in two veins at once." 


Gurth was hurried along agreeably to this mandate, and having been 
dragged somewhat roughly over the bank, on the left-hand side of the lane, 
found himself in a straggling thicket, which lay betwixt it and the open common. 
He was compelled to follow his rough conductors into the very depth of this 
cover, where they stopt unexpectedly in an irregular open space, free in a great 
measure from trees, and on which, therefore, the beams of the moon fell without 
much interruption from boughs and leaves. Here his captors were joined by two 
other persons, apparently belonging to the gang. They had short swords by their 


Thesaurus 
arrant: (adj) rank, unmitigated, mugger, outlaw, plunderer, pillager, controlled, cultivated. 
thorough, stark, utter, ill, gross, burglar, pirate, crook, filcher, spoiler. thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
infamous, bad, blatant, base. strains: (n) tension, tenseness. grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
ANTONYM: (adj) minor. surly: (adj) sullen, grumpy, peevish, cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
bagful: (n) containerful. crusty, churlish, grouchy, gruff, underwood. 
errant: (adj) devious, vagabond, erring, morose; (adj, n) harsh, rude; (adj, adv) trees: (n) foliage. 
erroneous, perverse, fallible, unfriendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
mistaken, migrant, fugitive; (adj, n) cheerful, gentle, pleasant, courteous, inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
notorious; (adv) adrift. ANTONYMS: easygoing, friendly. disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
(adj) reliable, right, pure, inerrant, tamed: (adj) tame, broken, impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
correct, trustworthy, righteous. domesticated, under control, tamer, ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 


robber: (n) highwayman, bandit, meek, gentle, domestic, docile, confidence. 
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sides, and quarter-staves in their hands, and Gurth could now observe that all six 
wore visors, which rendered their occupation a matter of no question, even had 
their former proceedings left it in doubt. 


"What money hast thou, churl?" said one of the thieves. 
"Thirty zecchins of my own property," answered Gurth, doggedly. 


"A forfeit--a forfeit," shouted the robbers; "a Saxon hath thirty zecchins, and 
returns sober from a village! An undeniable and unredeemable forfeit of all he 
hath about him." 


"I hoarded it to purchase my freedom," said Gurth. 


"Thou art an ass," replied one of the thieves "three quarts of double ale had 
rendered thee as free as thy master, ay, and freer too, if he be a Saxon like 
thyself." 


"A sad truth," replied Gurth; "but if these same thirty zecchins will buy my 
freedom from you, unloose my hands, and I will pay them to you." 


"Hold," said one who seemed to exercise some authority over the others; "this 
bag which thou bearest, as I can feel through thy cloak, contains more coin than 
thou hast told us of." 


"It is the good knight my master's," answered Gurth, "of which, assuredly, I 
would not have spoken a word, had you been satisfied with working your will 
upon mine own property." 

"Thou art an honest fellow," replied the robber, "I warrant thee; and we 
worship not St Nicholas so devoutly but what thy thirty zecchins may yet escape, 
if thou deal uprightly with us. Meantime render up thy trust for a time." So 
saying, he took from Gurth's breast the large leathern pouch, in which the purse 
given him by Rebecca was enclosed, as well as the rest of the zecchins, and then 


continued his interrogation.--"Who is thy master?" 
"The Disinherited Knight," said Gurth. 


"Whose good lance," replied the robber, "won the prize in to-day's tourney? 
What is his name and lineage?" 


assuredly: (adv) certainly, confidently, 
positively, securely, indeed, 
definitely, undoubtedly, admittedly, 
safely, insuredly, decidedly. 

doggedly: (adv) stubbornly, firmly, 
tenaciously, persistently, resolutely, 
pertinaciously, perseveringly, 
obdurately, steadfastly, untiringly, 
steadily. ANTONYM: (adv) 
hesitantly. 

freer: (adj) unconfined. 

hoarded: (adj) store, collective. 


Thesaurus 

purse: (n) bag, pouch, money, 
handbag, sac, currency, pocketbook, 
pelf; (v) wrinkle, pucker, crease. 

quarts: (n) quart. 

shouted: (adj) screamed, loud. 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 


uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing. 

unloose: (v) loosen, clear, liberate, 
loose, undo, unchain, free, extricate, 
disengage, unloosen, unbind. 

unredeemable: (adj) irreclaimable, 
depraved, hopelessly bad, wicked, 
unreformable. 

uprightly: (adv) erectly, 
perpendicularly, straightly, 
virtuously, justly, honestly, 
righteously, rightly, sincerely, 
cleanly, goodly. 
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"It is his pleasure," answered Gurth, "that they be concealed; and from me, 
assuredly, you will learn nought of them." 

"What is thine own name and lineage?" 

"To tell that," said Gurth, "might reveal my master's." 


"Thou art a saucy groom," said the robber, "but of that anon. How comes thy 
master by this gold? is it of his inheritance, or by what means hath it accrued to 
him?" 

"By his good lance," answered Gurth.--"These bags contain the ransom of four 
good horses, and four good suits of armour." 

"How much is there?" demanded the robber. 

"Two hundred zecchins." 

"Only two hundred zecchins!" said the bandit; "your master hath dealt 
liberally by the vanquished, and put them to a cheap ransom. Name those who 
paid the gold." 

Gurth did so. 


"The armour and horse of the Templar Brian de Bois-Guilbert, at what 
ransom were they held?--Thou seest thou canst not deceive me." 

"My master," replied Gurth, "will take nought from the Templar save his 
life's-blood. They are on terms of mortal defiance, and cannot hold courteous 
intercourse together." 


"Indeed!"--repeated the robber, and paused after he had said the word. "And 
what wert thou now doing at Ashby with such a charge in thy custody?" 

"I went thither to render to Isaac the Jew of York," replied Gurth, "the price of 
a suit of armour with which he fitted my master for this tournament." 

"And how much didst thou pay to Isaac?--Methinks, to judge by weight, 
there is still two hundred zecchins in this pouch." 


"I paid to Isaac," said the Saxon, "eighty zecchins, and he restored me a 
hundred in lieu thereof." 


Thesaurus 

accrued: (adj) increased. inform, undeceive, protect. cipher, cypher, nobody, aught, nix, 
anon: (adv) directly, immediately, liberally: (adv) freely, bountifully, null, nada; (adj) no. 

early, readily, soon, instantly, again, | abundantly, munificently, profusely, render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 

forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath. copiously, bounteously, offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
bandit: (n) outlaw, robber, gangster, magnanimously, plentifully, largely, provide, impart, translate. 

enemy, thief, scoundrel, rascal, richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) restored: (adj) new, healthy, 

mosstrooper, freebooter, bushranger, parsimoniously, carefully, stingily, comfortable, convalescent. 

burglar. meagerly, ungenerously. saucy: (adj, n) pert; (adj) bold, 
deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, lieu: (n) office, position, locality, stead, impudent, audacious, insolent, fresh, 

bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, behalf, part, role, berth, station, site, forward, impertinent, flippant, rude, 

cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) seat. brazen. ANTONYM: (adj) respectful. 


fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, nought: (adj, n) nil, naught, zero; (n) went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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"How! what!" exclaimed all the robbers at once; "darest thou trifle with us, 
that thou tellest such improbable lies?" 


"What I tell you," said Gurth, "is as true as the moon is in heaven. You will 
find the just sum in a silken purse within the leathern pouch, and separate from 
the rest of the gold." 


"Bethink thee, man," said the Captain, "thou speakest of a Jew --of an 
Israelite,--as unapt to restore gold, as the dry sand of his deserts to return the 
cup of water which the pilgrim spills upon them." 


"There is no more mercy in them," said another of the banditti, "than in an 
unbribed sheriffs officer." 


"It is, however, as I say," said Gurth. 


"Strike a light instantly," said the Captain; "I will examine this said purse; and 
if it be as this fellow says, the Jew's bounty is little less miraculous than the 
stream which relieved his fathers in the wilderness." 


A light was procured accordingly, and the robber proceeded to examine the 
purse. The others crowded around him, and even two who had hold of Gurth 
relaxed their grasp while they stretched their necks to see the issue of the search. 
Availing himself of their negligence, by a sudden exertion of strength and 
activity, Gurth shook himself free of their hold, and might have escaped, could 
he have resolved to leave his master's property behind him. But such was no part 
of his intention. He wrenched a quarter-staff from one of the fellows, struck 
down the Captain, who was altogether unaware of his purpose, and had well- 
nigh repossessed himself of the pouch and treasure. The thieves, however, were 
too nimble for him, and again secured both the bag and the trusty Gurth. 


"Knave!" said the Captain, getting up, "thou hast broken my head; and with 
other men of our sort thou wouldst fare the worse for thy insolence. But thou 
shalt know thy fate instantly. First let us speak of thy master; the knight's 
matters must go before the squire's, according to the due order of chivalry. 
Stand thou fast in the meantime--if thou stir again, thou shalt have that will make 
thee quiet for thy life--Comrades!" he then said, addressing his gang, "this purse 


Thesaurus 

bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, compensation, comeupance. trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 
recall, think, reflect, ponder, fellows: (n) fellow, membership, faithful, dependable, responsible, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, faculty. constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
contemplate. nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, brisk, sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

bounty: (adj, n) largesse; (n) spry, alert, expeditious, energetic, untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
abundance, bounteousness, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. disloyal. 
premium, blessing, prize, ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, unapt: (adj) improper, inept, unfit, 
munificence, beneficence, generosity; stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit. | inappropriate, unseemly, undue, 
(v) benefaction; (n, v) gift. silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, unsuitable, irrelevant, not apt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, fine, satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, unbribed: (adj) unbought. 
insufficiency, penalty, meanness. downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 


deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, coarse, dull, rough. practically. 
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is embroidered with Hebrew characters, and I well believe the yeoman's tale is 
true. The errant knight, his master, must needs pass us toll-free. He is too like 
ourselves for us to make booty of him, since dogs should not worry dogs where 
wolves and foxes are to be found in abundance." 


"Like us?" answered one of the gang; "I should like to hear how that is made 
good." 


"Why, thou fool," answered the Captain, "is he not poor and disinherited as 
we are?--Doth he not win his substance at the sword's point as we do?--Hath he 
not beaten Front-de-Boeuf and Malvoisin, even as we would beat them if we 
could? Is he not the enemy to life and death of Brian de Bois-Guilbert, whom we 
have so much reason to fear? And were all this otherwise, wouldst thou have us 
show a worse conscience than an unbeliever, a Hebrew Jew?" 


"Nay, that were a shame," muttered the other fellow; "and yet, when I served 
in the band of stout old Gandelyn, we had no such scruples of conscience. And 
this insolent peasant,--he too, I warrant me, is to be dismissed scatheless?" 


"Not if THOU canst scathe him," replied the Captain.--"Here, fellow," 
continued he, addressing Gurth, "canst thou use the staff, that thou starts to it so 
readily?" 

"I think," said Gurth, "thou shouldst be best able to reply to that question." 


"Nay, by my troth, thou gavest me a round knock," replied the Captain; "do 
as much for this fellow, and thou shalt pass scot-free; and if thou dost not--why, 
by my faith, as thou art such a sturdy knave, I think I must pay thy ransom 
myself.--Take thy staff, Miller," he added, "and keep thy head; and do you others 
let the fellow go, and give him a staff--there is light enough to lay on load by." 


The two champions being alike armed with quarter-staves, stepped forward 
into the centre of the open space, in order to have the full benefit of the 
moonlight; the thieves in the meantime laughing, and crying to their comrade, 
"Miller! beware thy toll-dish." The Miller, on the other hand, holding his quarter- 
staff by the middle, and making it flourish round his head after the fashion 


Thesaurus 
booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, pillage, arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, muscular; (adj, n) burly, brawny. 
stolen goods, spoil, spoils, swag, brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) flimsy, puny, 
haul, prey, trophy. respectful, modest, gracious, meek, fragile, rickety, slight, ramshackle, 
comrade: (n) colleague, chum, buddy, submissive. infirm, frail, feeble, delicate, soft. 
fellow, compeer, partner, brother, stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; unbeliever: (n) infidel, disbeliever, 
mate, familiar; (adj, n) associate, ally. (adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, doubter, agnostic, nonbeliever, 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, enemy, husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. sceptic, irreligionist, deist, 
foe, opponent. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, flimsy, materialist, pagan; (adj, n) skeptic. 
foxes: (n) dogs, Canidae, family cowardly, slight, skinny, fragile, ANTONYM: (n) adherent. 
Canidae, Vulpes, genus Vulpes. weak. wolves: (n) jackals, skunks, raccoons, 
insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, sturdy: (adj) strong, stout, solid, panthers, order Carnivora, lions, 


disrespectful, impudent, fresh, rugged, firm, mighty, robust, healthy, tigers, foxes, cats, Carnivora, Canis. 
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which the French call "faire le moulinet", exclaimed boastfully, "Come on, churl, 
an thou darest: thou shalt feel the strength of a miller's thumb!" 


"If thou best a miller," answered Gurth, undauntedly, making his weapon 
play around his head with equal dexterity, "thou art doubly a thief, and I, as a 
true man, bid thee defiance." 


So saying, the two champions closed together, and for a few minutes they 
displayed great equality in strength, courage, and skill, intercepting and 
returning the blows of their adversary with the most rapid dexterity, while, from 
the continued clatter of their weapons, a person at a distance might have 
supposed that there were at least six persons engaged on each side. Less 
obstinate, and even less dangerous combats, have been described in good heroic 
verse; but that of Gurth and the Miller must remain unsung, for want of a sacred 
poet to do justice to its eventful progress. Yet, though quarter-staff play be out 
of date, what we can in prose we will do for these bold champions. 


Long they fought equally, until the Miller began to lose temper at finding 
himself so stoutly opposed, and at hearing the laughter of his companions, who, 
as usual in such cases, enjoyed his vexation. This was not a state of mind 
favourable to the noble game of quarter-staff, in which, as in ordinary cudgel- 
playing, the utmost coolness is requisite; and it gave Gurth, whose temper was 
steady, though surly, the opportunity of acquiring a decided advantage, in 
availing himself of which he displayed great mastery. 


The Miller pressed furiously forward, dealing blows with either end of his 
weapon alternately, and striving to come to half-staff distance, while Gurth 
defended himself against the attack, keeping his hands about a yard asunder, 
and covering himself by shifting his weapon with great celerity, so as to protect 
his head and body. Thus did he maintain the defensive, making his eye, foot, 
and hand keep true time, until, observing his antagonist to lose wind, he darted 
the staff at his face with his left hand; and, as the Miller endeavoured to parry the 
thrust, he slid his right hand down to his left, and with the full swing of the 
weapon struck his opponent on the left side of the head, who instantly measured 
his length upon the green sward. 


Thesaurus 


boastfully: (adv) proudly, conceitedly, 
arrogantly, vaingloriously, 
pretentiously, braggartly, big, 
crowingly, thrasonically, pompously, 
bigly. 

celerity: (n) rapidity, speed, dispatch, 
velocity, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition, fleetness, alacrity, pace, 
promptness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
leisureliness, sluggishness. 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, alienation, 


frigidity, equanimity, chilliness, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
panic, approachability, mustiness, 
turbulence, agitation. 


eventful: (adj) fateful, weighty, lively, 


important, momentous, memorable, 
notable, hectic, significant; (n) 
stirring; (v) full of incident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, insignificant, 
ordinary, slow, empty. 


stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 


strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 


toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) feebly. 

undauntedly: (adv) intrepidly, 
unflinchingly, daringly, 
courageously, audaciously, bravely, 
dauntlessly, undismayedly, 
unshrinkingly, boldly, resolutely. 

unsung: (adj) nameless, obscure, 
unappreciated, inharmonious, 
isolated, not known, indeterminate, 
tuneless; (v) unpublished, 
unbreathed, unsaid. 
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"Well and yeomanly done!" shouted the robbers; "fair play and Old England 
for ever! The Saxon hath saved both his purse and his hide, and the Miller has 
met his match." 


"Thou mayst go thy ways, my friend," said the Captain, addressing Gurth, in 
special confirmation of the general voice, "and I will cause two of my comrades 
to guide thee by the best way to thy master's pavilion, and to guard thee from 
night-walkers that might have less tender consciences than ours; for there is 
many one of them upon the amble in such a night as this. Take heed, however," 
he added sternly; "remember thou hast refused to tell thy name--ask not after 
ours, nor endeavour to discover who or what we are; for, if thou makest such an 
attempt, thou wilt come by worse fortune than has yet befallen thee." 


Gurth thanked the Captain for his courtesy, and promised to attend to his 
recommendation. Two of the outlaws, taking up their quarter-staves, and 
desiring Gurth to follow close in the rear, walked roundly forward along a by- 
path, which traversed the thicket and the broken ground adjacent to it. On the 
very verge of the thicket two men spoke to his conductors, and receiving an 
answer in a whisper, withdrew into the wood, and suffered them to pass 
unmolested. This circumstance induced Gurth to believe both that the gang was 
strong in numbers, and that they kept regular guards around their place of 
rendezvous. 


When they arrived on the open heath, where Gurth might have had some 
trouble in finding his road, the thieves guided him straight forward to the top of 
a little eminence, whence he could see, spread beneath him in the moonlight, the 
palisades of the lists, the glimmering pavilions pitched at either end, with the 
pennons which adorned them fluttering in the moonbeams, and from which 
could be heard the hum of the song with which the sentinels were beguiling 
their night-watch. 


Here the thieves stopt. 


"We go with you no farther," said they; "it were not safe that we should do 
so.--Remember the warning you have received--keep secret what has this night 


Thesaurus 
amble: (n, v) stroll, walk, ramble, trot, excellence, fame, glory, prominence, crepusculous, sciolism. 
wander, run, hike; (v) mosey, status. ANTONYMS: (n) guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. 
dawdle, gallop; (n) promenade. insignificance, cavity, depression, roundly: (adv) bluntly, fully, 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, hurry, run, unimportance, dip, commonness, roundedly, wholly, bluffly, 
stride. inferiority. spherically, plumply, entirely, round, 
beguiling: (adj) beguile, enchanting, fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, completely, globularly. 
delusive, deceptive, enticing, gyp, flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
misleading, seductive, inviting, flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; (adv) untroubled, unthreatened, peaceable, 
fallacious, deceitful. ANTONYMS: flutteringly. tranquil, still, smooth, safe, quiet; (v) 
(adj) forgettable, repellent. glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, unafflicted, unplagued. 
eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, luminosity, light, hint, apparition, walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 


altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, | yeomanly: (adj) yeomanlike. 
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befallen you, and you will have no room to repent it--neglect what is now told 
you, and the Tower of London shall not protect you against our revenge." 


"Good night to you, kind sirs," said Gurth; "I shall remember your orders, 
and trust that there is no offence in wishing you a safer and an honester trade." 


Thus they parted, the outlaws returning in the direction from whence they 
had come, and Gurth proceeding to the tent of his master, to whom, 
notwithstanding the injunction he had received, he communicated the whole 
adventures of the evening. 


The Disinherited Knight was filled with astonishment, no less at the 
generosity of Rebecca, by which, however, he resolved he would not profit, than 
that of the robbers, to whose profession such a quality seemed totally foreign. 
His course of reflections upon these singular circumstances was, however, 
interrupted by the necessity for taking repose, which the fatigue of the preceding 
day, and the propriety of refreshing himself for the morrow's encounter, 
rendered alike indispensable. 


The knight, therefore, stretched himself for repose upon a rich couch with 
which the tent was provided; and the faithful Gurth, extending his hardy limbs 
upon a bear-skin which formed a sort of carpet to the pavilion, laid himself 
across the opening of the tent, so that no one could enter without awakening him. 


Thesaurus 
awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, vital, urgent, absolutely necessary; (v) unwelcome, soporific, tiring, 
revival, disenchantment, needful. ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxing, musty. 
awakenment, introduction, dispensable, nonessential, optional, singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, marginal, unnecessary, worthless, odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: minor. phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
(n) suppression. pavilion: (n) marquee, kiosk, tent, quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; (adj, porch, pergola, gazebo, hall, canopy, (adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, lower, booth, place, rus in urbe. usual, customary. 
repose; (adj) recline. refreshing: (adj) bracing, invigorating, whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
indispensable: (adj, v) necessary, refreshful, pleasant, fresh, cool, because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
imperative, requisite; (adj) obligatory, refresh, refreshingly, crisp, tonic, then, then thence so, how comes it, 


fundamental, required, mandatory, pleasing. ANTONYMS: (adj) how happens it. 
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CHAPTER XII 


The heralds left their pricking up and down, 

Now ringen trumpets loud and clarion. 

There is no more to say, but east and west, 

In go the speares sadly in the rest, 

In goth the sharp spur into the side, 

There see men who can just and who can ride; 

There shiver shaftes upon shieldes thick, 

He feeleth through the heart-spone the prick; 

Up springen speares, twenty feet in height, 

Out go the swordes to the silver bright; 

The helms they to-hewn and to-shred; 

Out burst the blood with stern streames red. 
Chaucer 


Morning arose in unclouded splendour, and ere the sun was much above the 
horizon, the idlest or the most eager of the spectators appeared on the common, 
moving to the lists as to a general centre, in order to secure a favourable situation 
for viewing the continuation of the expected games. 


The marshals and their attendants appeared next on the field, together with 
the heralds, for the purpose of receiving the names of the knights who intended 
to joust, with the side which each chose to espouse. This was a necessary 


Thesaurus 
arose: (v) happen, occur. tournament, fighting, careen, break. 
espouse: (n, v) wed; (v) embrace, inclination. splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 
sustain, defend, marry, advocate, prick: (n, v) puncture, stab, cock, lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
accept, take up, assume, back, twinge, spur, bite; (v) impale, pierce, _ resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
betroth. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, needle; (n) Dick, pricking. grandness, brilliance. 
oppose, repudiate, spurn, desert, pricking: (adj, v) keen, poignant, unclouded: (adj) light, bright, 
abandon, divorce, detract. sharp; (v) suffer, smart, penetrating; cloudless, serene, fair, clean, pure, in 
goth: (n) boor, barbarian, Zulu, yahoo, (adj) pointed, piercing, urchin, thistly; full, loose, blank; (adj, v) unobscured. 
Hottentot, vandal, Ostrogoth, (n) Peter. viewing: (n) showing, contemplation, 
Visigoth, tyke, tike, peasant. shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, preview, exhibit, display, view, sight, 
joust: (n, v) fight, just, lean; (v) combat, fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) look, show, performance, covering. 


engagement, action, compete; (n) quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v) 
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precaution, in order to secure equality betwixt the two bodies who should be 
opposed to each other. 


According to due formality, the Disinherited Knight was to be considered as 
leader of the one body, while Brian de Bois-Guilbert, who had been rated as 
having done second-best in the preceding day, was named first champion of the 
other band. Those who had concurred in the challenge adhered to his party of 
course, excepting only Ralph de Vipont, whom his fall had rendered unfit so 
soon to put on his armour. There was no want of distinguished and noble 
candidates to fill up the ranks on either side. 


In fact, although the general tournament, in which all knights fought at once, 
was more dangerous than single encounters, they were, nevertheless, more 
frequented and practised by the chivalry of the age. Many knights, who had not 
sufficient confidence in their own skill to defy a single adversary of high 
reputation, were, nevertheless, desirous of displaying their valour in the general 
combat, where they might meet others with whom they were more upon an 
equality. On the present occasion, about fifty knights were inscribed as desirous 
of combating upon each side, when the marshals declared that no more could be 
admitted, to the disappointment of several who were too late in preferring their 
claim to be included. 


About the hour of ten o'clock, the whole plain was crowded with horsemen, 
horsewomen, and foot-passengers, hastening to the tournament; and shortly 
after, a grand flourish of trumpets announced Prince John and his retinue, 
attended by many of those knights who meant to take share in the game, as well 
as others who had no such intention. 


About the same time arrived Cedric the Saxon, with the Lady Rowena, 
unattended, however, by Athelstane. This Saxon lord had arrayed his tall and 
strong person in armour, in order to take his place among the combatants; and, 
considerably to the surprise of Cedric, had chosen to enlist himself on the part of 
the Knight Templar. The Saxon, indeed, had remonstrated strongly with his 
friend upon the injudicious choice he had made of his party; but he had only 


Thesaurus 
combating: (adj) militant, rival, possibility, warmth, friendliness. safeguard, protection; (adj) 
opposed; (n) hostility. injudicious: (adj) foolish, unwise, precautionary. 
enlist: (v) engage, recruit, employ, indiscreet, unadvised, careless, unattended: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
enroll, gain, get, join up, hire, improper, thoughtless, rash, hasty, alone, solitary, abandoned, 


acquire, join, enter. ANTONYMS: (v) _ ill-judged, incautious. ANTONYMS: disregarded, not safeguarded, lonely. 
discharge, resign, quit, dodge, avoid, (adj) wise, sensible, careful, prudent, unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 


leave, fire. judicious, discreet, advisable. inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
formality: (n) ceremony, formalities, inscribed: (adj) etched, incised, unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
decorum, etiquette, custom, graven, written, carved, carven. (adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ceremoniousness, starch, ritual, rite, precaution: (n) foresight, care, ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
observance; (n, v) stiffness. prevention, discretion, anticipation, suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 


ANTONYMS: (n) casualness, caution, circumspection, prudence, competent; (v) qualify. 
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received that sort of answer usually given by those who are more obstinate in 
following their own course, than strong in justifying it. 


His best, if not his only reason, for adhering to the party of Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, Athelstane had the prudence to keep to himself. Though his apathy of 
disposition prevented his taking any means to recommend himself to the Lady 
Rowena, he was, nevertheless, by no means insensible to her charms, and 
considered his union with her as a matter already fixed beyond doubt, by the 
assent of Cedric and her other friends. It had therefore been with smothered 
displeasure that the proud though indolent Lord of Coningsburgh beheld the 
victor of the preceding day select Rowena as the object of that honour which it 
became his privilege to confer. In order to punish him for a preference which 
seemed to interfere with his own suit, Athelstane, confident of his strength, and 
to whom his flatterers, at least, ascribed great skill in arms, had determined not 
only to deprive the Disinherited Knight of his powerful succour, but, if an 
opportunity should occur, to make him feel the weight of his battle-axe. 


De Bracy, and other knights attached to Prince John, in obedience to a hint 
from him, had joined the party of the challengers, John being desirous to secure, 
if possible, the victory to that side. On the other hand, many other knights, both 
English and Norman, natives and strangers, took part against the challengers, the 
more readily that the opposite band was to be led by so distinguished a 
champion as the Disinherited Knight had approved himself. 


As soon as Prince John observed that the destined Queen of the day had 
arrived upon the field, assuming that air of courtesy which sat well upon him 
when he was pleased to exhibit it, he rode forward to meet her, doffed his bonnet, 
and, alighting from his horse, assisted the Lady Rowena from her saddle, while 
his followers uncovered at the same time, and one of the most distinguished 
dismounted to hold her palfrey. 


"It is thus," said Prince John, "that we set the dutiful example of loyalty to the 
Queen of Love and Beauty, and are ourselves her guide to the throne which she 
must this day occupy.--Ladies," he said, "attend your Queen, as you wish in your 
turn to be distinguished by like honours." 


Thesaurus 
assisted: (adj) aided. inert, drowsy, listless. ANTONYMS: prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, 
beheld: (adj) visual. (adj) active, industrious, vigorous, banned. ANTONYM: (adj) legitimate. 
dutiful: (adj) duteous, good, faithful, diligent. prudence: (n) foresight, economy, 
docile, devoted, deferential, insensible: (adj) imperceptible, numb, frugality, caution, care, forethought, 
compliant, loyal, pious, meek, unconscious, callous, dull, unaware, providence, circumspection, 
constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, impassive, indiscernible, judgment, deliberation; (adj, n) 
unfaithful, undutiful, disrespectful, comatose, impassible. ANTONYMS: wisdom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
irresponsible, negligent, assertive, (adj) sensible, conscious, sensitive, imprudence, profligacy, generosity, 
impious, irreverent, neglectful, awake, alive, compassionate, hindsight, recklessness, 
thoughtful, uncaring. concerned, aware. extravagance. 
indolent: (adj) idle, lazy, slothful, justifying: (adj) extenuating, smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 


sluggish, careless, slow, dull, torpid, mitigating; (n) justification, defense. smothers, pent-up, covered. 
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So saying, the Prince marshalled Rowena to the seat of honour opposite his 
own, while the fairest and most distinguished ladies present crowded after her to 
obtain places as near as possible to their temporary sovereign. 


No sooner was Rowena seated, than a burst of music, half-drowned by the 
shouts of the multitude, greeted her new dignity. Meantime, the sun shone fierce 
and bright upon the polished arms of the knights of either side, who crowded the 
opposite extremities of the lists, and held eager conference together concerning 
the best mode of arranging their line of battle, and supporting the conflict. 


The heralds then proclaimed silence until the laws of the tourney should be 
rehearsed. These were calculated in some degree to abate the dangers of the 
day; a precaution the more necessary, as the conflict was to be maintained with 
sharp swords and pointed lances. 


The champions were therefore prohibited to thrust with the sword, and were 
confined to striking. A knight, it was announced, might use a mace or battle-axe 
at pleasure, but the dagger was a prohibited weapon. A knight unhorsed might 
renew the fight on foot with any other on the opposite side in the same 
predicament; but mounted horsemen were in that case forbidden to assail him. 
When any knight could force his antagonist to the extremity of the lists, so as to 
touch the palisade with his person or arms, such opponent was obliged to yield 
himself vanquished, and his armour and horse were placed at the disposal of the 
conqueror. A knight thus overcome was not permitted to take farther share in the 
combat. If any combatant was struck down, and unable to recover his feet, his 
squire or page might enter the lists, and drag his master out of the press; but in 
that case the knight was adjudged vanquished, and his arms and horse declared 
forfeited. The combat was to cease as soon as Prince John should throw down his 
leading staff, or truncheon; another precaution usually taken to prevent the 
unnecessary effusion of blood by the too long endurance of a sport so desperate. 
Any knight breaking the rules of the tournament, or otherwise transgressing the 
rules of honourable chivalry, was liable to be stript of his arms, and, having his 
shield reversed to be placed in that posture astride upon the bars of the palisade, 
and exposed to public derision, in punishment of his unknightly conduct. 


Thesaurus 

abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, remit, battler, belligerent, pugilist, soldier, permanence, continuance, energy, 
slack, slake, wane, relax, lessen, gladiator, contestant, brawler; (adj) fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
diminish, allay. ANTONYMS: (v) military; (n, v) battailant. toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rise, grow, magnify, surge, intensify, dagger: (n) bodkin, sword, blade, weakness, inconsistency, impatience, 
expand, enlarge, enhance, amplify, obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, frailty, discontinuation, 
prolong, extend. grapheme, saber, skean. discontinuance, death. 

assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, effusion: (n) effluence, eruption, mace: (n) cudgel, bludgeon, hammer, 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, outpour, efflux, outburst, exudation, official, shillelah, spice, sprig, stick, 
besiege, strike, storm, impugn. extrusion, exhalation, emanation, nutmeg, rod, scepter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, emission, flow. rehearsed: (adj) prepared. 
champion, support, protect. endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) transgressing: (n) violation. 


combatant: (n) militant, warrior, stamina, tolerance, courage, unknightly: (adj) unhandsome. 
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Having announced these precautions, the heralds concluded with an exhortation 
to each good knight to do his duty, and to merit favour from the Queen of 
Beauty and of Love. 


This proclamation having been made, the heralds withdrew to their stations. 
The knights, entering at either end of the lists in long procession, arranged 
themselves in a double file, precisely opposite to each other, the leader of each 
party being in the centre of the foremost rank, a post which he did not occupy 
until each had carefully marshalled the ranks of his party, and stationed every 
one in his place. 


It was a goodly, and at the same time an anxious, sight, to behold so many 
gallant champions, mounted bravely, and armed richly, stand ready prepared 
for an encounter so formidable, seated on their war-saddles like so many pillars 
of iron, and awaiting the signal of encounter with the same ardour as their 
generous steeds, which, by neighing and pawing the ground, gave signal of their 
impatience. 

As yet the knights held their long lances upright, their bright points glancing 
to the sun, and the streamers with which they were decorated fluttering over the 
plumage of the helmets. Thus they remained while the marshals of the field 
surveyed their ranks with the utmost exactness, lest either party had more or 
fewer than the appointed number. The tale was found exactly complete. The 
marshals then withdrew from the lists, and William de Wyvil, with a voice of 
thunder, pronounced the signal words --"Laissez aller!" The trumpets sounded 
as he spoke--the spears of the champions were at once lowered and placed in the 
rests --the spurs were dashed into the flanks of the horses, and the two foremost 
ranks of either party rushed upon each other in full gallop, and met in the 
middle of the lists with a shock, the sound of which was heard at a mile's 
distance. The rear rank of each party advanced at a slower pace to sustain the 
defeated, and follow up the success of the victors of their party. 


The consequences of the encounter were not instantly seen, for the dust 
raised by the trampling of so many steeds darkened the air, and it was a minute 
ere the anxious spectator could see the fate of the encounter. When the fight 


Thesaurus 
ardour: (n) fervency, fervidness, undauntedly, heroically, doughtily. publication, manifesto, propagation. 
fervor, fervour, fire, elan, zeal, ANTONYMS: (adv) timidly, fearfully, richly: (adv) wealthily, copiously, 
violence, ardency, assiduity, execrably, nervously. opulently, lavishly, abundantly, 
application. glancing: (adj) passing. sumptuously, affluently, profusely, 
behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, pawing: (n) intimacy. amply, plentifully, fully. 
regard, perceive, observe, look, plumage: (n) feather, plume, ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, poorly, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. feathering, quill, aftershaft, alula, simply, barely. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, marabou, finery, animal material; spectator: (n) eyewitness, observer, 
ignore, overlook. (adj) plumosity, alular. onlooker, witness, audience, 
bravely: (adv) courageously, fearlessly, proclamation: (n) announcement, beholder, viewer, watcher, 
valiantly, boldly, intrepidly, decree, edict, annunciation, notice, spectators, looker, ogler. 


dauntlessly, gallantly, audaciously, statement, promulgation, report, ANTONYM: (n) player. 
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became visible, half the knights on each side were dismounted, some by the 
dexterity of their adversary's lance,--some by the superior weight and strength of 
opponents, which had borne down both horse and man, --some lay stretched on 
earth as if never more to rise,--some had already gained their feet, and were 
closing hand to hand with those of their antagonists who were in the same 
predicament, --and several on both sides, who had received wounds by which 
they were disabled, were stopping their blood by their scarfs, and endeavouring 
to extricate themselves from the tumult. The mounted knights, whose lances had 
been almost all broken by the fury of the encounter, were now closely engaged 
with their swords, shouting their war-cries, and exchanging buffets, as if honour 
and life depended on the issue of the combat. 


The tumult was presently increased by the advance of the second rank on 
either side, which, acting as a reserve, now rushed on to aid their companions. 
The followers of Brian de Bois-Guilbert shouted --"Ha! Beau-seant! Beau-seant! 
For the Temple! For the Temple!" The opposite party shouted in answer-- 
"Desdichado! Desdichado!"--which watch-word they took from the motto upon 
their leader's shield. 


The champions thus encountering each other with the utmost fury, and with 
alternate success, the tide of battle seemed to flow now toward the southern, 
now toward the northern extremity of the lists, as the one or the other party 
prevailed. Meantime the clang of the blows, and the shouts of the combatants, 
mixed fearfully with the sound of the trumpets, and drowned the groans of 
those who fell, and lay rolling defenceless beneath the feet of the horses. The 
splendid armour of the combatants was now defaced with dust and blood, and 
gave way at every stroke of the sword and battle-axe. The gay plumage, shorn 
from the crests, drifted upon the breeze like snow-flakes. All that was beautiful 
and graceful in the martial array had disappeared, and what was now visible 
was only calculated to awake terror or compassion. 


Yet such is the force of habit, that not only the vulgar spectators, who are 
naturally attracted by sights of horror, but even the ladies of distinction who 
crowded the galleries, saw the conflict with a thrilling interest certainly, but 


Thesaurus 
clang: (n, v) chime, clangor, ring, clash, (adv) bravely, calmly, confidently, emotional, rousing, gripping, 
clank, clatter, sound; (adj, n, v) peal; wonderfully, rationally, stimulating; (adj, v) impressive; (n, v) 
(v) boom, clink; (n) crash. unconcernedly. swelling. ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
defenceless: (adj) unarmed, predicament: (n) dilemma, fix, plight, | depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
vulnerable, helpless, naked, crisis, difficulty, mess, quandary, uninspiring. 
undefended, unguarded, case, category, impasse; (n, v) vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
unprotected. condition. nasty, common, foul, indecent, gross, 
fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, shorn: (adj) sheared, hairless, bald, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
awfully, apprehensively, stubbed, Shearn, Sheard, shear, ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, clipped, not, Nott, shaven. sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) exciting, aesthetic, muted, fashionable, decent, 


shockingly, dreadfully. ANTONYMS: sensational, exhilarating, electrifying, artistic, pleasant, clean. 


Walter Scott 165 


without a wish to withdraw their eyes from a sight so terrible. Here and there, 
indeed, a fair cheek might turn pale, or a faint scream might be heard, as a lover, 
a brother, or a husband, was struck from his horse. But, in general, the ladies 
around encouraged the combatants, not only by clapping their hands and 
waving their veils and kerchiefs, but even by exclaiming, "Brave lance! Good 
sword!" when any successful thrust or blow took place under their observation. 


Such being the interest taken by the fair sex in this bloody game, that of the 
men is the more easily understood. It showed itself in loud acclamations upon 
every change of fortune, while all eyes were so riveted on the lists, that the 
spectators seemed as if they themselves had dealt and received the blows which 
were there so freely bestowed. And between every pause was heard the voice of 
the heralds, exclaiming, "Fight on, brave knights! Man dies, but glory lives!-- 
Fight on--death is better than defeat! --Fight on, brave knights!--for bright eyes 
behold your deeds!" 


Amid the varied fortunes of the combat, the eyes of all endeavoured to 
discover the leaders of each band, who, mingling in the thick of the fight, 
encouraged their companions both by voice and example. Both displayed great 
feats of gallantry, nor did either Bois-Guilbert or the Disinherited Knight find in 
the ranks opposed to them a champion who could be termed their unquestioned 
match. They repeatedly endeavoured to single out each other, spurred by 
mutual animosity, and aware that the fall of either leader might be considered as 
decisive of victory. Such, however, was the crowd and confusion, that, during 
the earlier part of the conflict, their efforts to meet were unavailing, and they 
were repeatedly separated by the eagerness of their followers, each of whom was 
anxious to win honour, by measuring his strength against the leader of the 
opposite party. 

But when the field became thin by the numbers on either side who had 
yielded themselves vanquished, had been compelled to the extremity of the lists, 
or been otherwise rendered incapable of continuing the strife, the Templar and 
the Disinherited Knight at length encountered hand to hand, with all the fury 
that mortal animosity, joined to rivalry of honour, could inspire. Such was the 


Thesaurus 
animosity: (n) hatred, enmity, anger, inhale, incite, affect, infuse, hearten, contestation, envy, rivalship. 
malice, rancor, resentment, venom, actuate. ANTONYMS: (v) extinguish, ANTONYM: (n) friendship. 
bad blood, antagonism, spite, disenchant, douse, knock, dampen, unquestioned: (adj) undisputed, 
abhorrence. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, dishearten. unquestionable, unanimous, clear- 
companionship, affection, love, mingling: (adj) blending, merging, cut, accepted, axiomatic, proverbial; 
friendship, harmony, goodwill, confluent, blended; (n) mixture, (adj, v) unchallenged; (v) uncontested, 
cooperation. mixing, commixtion, interchange, uncontradicted. 
companions: (n) circle, entourage, exchange, commixture; (adv) waving: (adj) flying, aflare, fluttering, 
people. minglingly. flaring, flared, curly, burning, 
efforts: (n) pains. rivalry: (n) contest, contention, blazing, billowy, palpitating; (n) 
inspire: (adj, v) cheer, enliven, opposition, antagonism, race, wafture. 


exhilarate; (v) encourage, excite, emulation, match, conflict, yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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address of each in parrying and striking, that the spectators broke forth into a 
unanimous and involuntary shout, expressive of their delight and admiration. 


But at this moment the party of the Disinherited Knight had the worst; the 
gigantic arm of Front-de-Boeuf on the one flank, and the ponderous strength of 
Athelstane on the other, bearing down and dispersing those immediately 
exposed to them. Finding themselves freed from their immediate antagonists, it 
seems to have occurred to both these knights at the same instant, that they would 
render the most decisive advantage to their party, by aiding the Templar in his 
contest with his rival. Turning their horses, therefore, at the same moment, the 
Norman spurred against the Disinherited Knight on the one side, and the Saxon 
on the other. It was utterly impossible that the object of this unequal and 
unexpected assault could have sustained it, had he not been warned by a general 
cry from the spectators, who could not but take interest in one exposed to such 
disadvantage. 


"Beware! beware! Sir Disinherited!" was shouted so universally, that the 
knight became aware of his danger; and, striking a full blow at the Templar, he 
reined back his steed in the same moment, so as to escape the charge of 
Athelstane and Front-de-Boeuf. These knights, therefore, their aim being thus 
eluded, rushed from opposite sides betwixt the object of their attack and the 
Templar, almost running their horses against each other ere they could stop their 
career. Recovering their horses however, and wheeling them round, the whole 
three pursued their united purpose of bearing to the earth the Disinherited 
Knight. 


Nothing could have saved him, except the remarkable strength and activity 
of the noble horse which he had won on the preceding day. 


This stood him in the more stead, as the horse of Bois-Guilbert was wounded, 
and those of Front-de-Boeuf and Athelstane were both tired with the weight of 
their gigantic masters, clad in complete armour, and with the preceding 
exertions of the day. The masterly horsemanship of the Disinherited Knight, and 
the activity of the noble animal which he mounted, enabled him for a few 
minutes to keep at sword's point his three antagonists, turning and wheeling 


Thesaurus 
aiding: (adj) healthy, subventitious, unclothed. proficient, consummate, 
subsidiary, serviceable, auxiliary, flank: (n) side, aspect, wing, abdomen, accomplished, adroit, skillful, 
convenient. facet, subfigure, formation; (v) dexterous; (adv) principally, expertly. 
beware: (v) look out, caution, be border, skirt; (adj) cover, ward. saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
careful, guard, pay attention, take involuntary: (adj) instinctive, rescued, blessed. 
care, watch out, mind, keep, care, unconscious, unintentional, forced, stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
careful. ANTONYMS: (v) risk, mechanical, unthinking, reluctant, location, station, space, seat, position, 
disregard, invite. unwilling, compulsory, inadvertent, office, locality. 
clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, accidental. ANTONYMS: (adj) wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) voluntary, intentional, intended, moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
gowned,; (v) costume, shod, dress, willing. peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 


attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) undressed, masterly: (adj) masterful, expert, crack, service, urban center. 
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with the agility of a hawk upon the wing, keeping his enemies as far separate as 
he could, and rushing now against the one, now against the other, dealing 
sweeping blows with his sword, without waiting to receive those which were 
aimed at him in return. 


But although the lists rang with the applauses of his dexterity, it was evident 
that he must at last be overpowered; and the nobles around Prince John implored 
him with one voice to throw down his warder, and to save so brave a knight 
from the disgrace of being overcome by odds. 


"Not I, by the light of Heaven!" answered Prince John; "this same springald, 
who conceals his name, and despises our proffered hospitality, hath already 
gained one prize, and may now afford to let others have their turn." As he spoke 
thus, an unexpected incident changed the fortune of the day. 


There was among the ranks of the Disinherited Knight a champion in black 
armour, mounted on a black horse, large of size, tall, and to all appearance 
powerful and strong, like the rider by whom he was mounted, This knight, who 
bore on his shield no device of any kind, had hitherto evinced very little interest 
in the event of the fight, beating off with seeming ease those combatants who 
attacked him, but neither pursuing his advantages, nor himself assailing any one. 
In short, he had hitherto acted the part rather of a spectator than of a party in the 
tournament, a circumstance which procured him among the spectators the name 
of "Le Noir Faineant", or the Black Sluggard. 


At once this knight seemed to throw aside his apathy, when he discovered 
the leader of his party so hard bestead; for, setting spurs to his horse, which was 
quite fresh, he came to his assistance like a thunderbolt, exclaiming, in a voice 
like a trumpet-call, "Desdichado, to the rescue!" It was high time; for, while the 
Disinherited Knight was pressing upon the Templar, Front-de-Boeuf had got 
nigh to him with his uplifted sword; but ere the blow could descend, the Sable 
Knight dealt a stroke on his head, which, glancing from the polished helmet, 
lighted with violence scarcely abated on the "chamfron" of the steed, and Front- 
de-Boeuf rolled on the ground, both horse and man equally stunned by the fury 
of the blow. "Le Noir Faineant" then turned his horse upon Athelstane of 


Thesaurus 


abated: (adj) slack. 

agility: (n) quickness, lightness, 
alacrity, adroitness, promptitude, 
mobility, legerdemain, liveliness, 
rapidity, speed, activity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 


oafishness, inflexibility, heaviness, 


awkwardness. 
apathy: (n) indifference, inactivity, 


lassitude, inertia, lethargy, passivity, 


supineness, passiveness, 
lukewarmness, emotionlessness, 


impassivity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
keenness, energy, interest, 
inquisitiveness, vitality, drive, 
eagerness, concern, involvement, 
enjoyment, desire. 

assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) 
aggressive, assailant, offensive. 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact. 

hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 


sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (n) eagle, 
goshawk, harrier, buzzard. 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner. 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated. 
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Coningsburgh; and his own sword having been broken in his encounter with 
Front-de-Boeuf, he wrenched from the hand of the bulky Saxon the battle-axe 
which he wielded, and, like one familiar with the use of the weapon, bestowed 
him such a blow upon the crest, that Athelstane also lay senseless on the field. 
Having achieved this double feat, for which he was the more highly applauded 
that it was totally unexpected from him, the knight seemed to resume the 
sluggishness of his character, returning calmly to the northern extremity of the 
lists, leaving his leader to cope as he best could with Brian de Bois-Guilbert. This 
was no longer matter of so much difficulty as formerly. The Templars horse had 
bled much, and gave way under the shock of the Disinherited Knight's charge. 
Brian de Bois-Guilbert rolled on the field, encumbered with the stirrup, from 
which he was unable to draw his foot. His antagonist sprung from horseback, 
waved his fatal sword over the head of his adversary, and commanded him to 
yield himself; when Prince John, more moved by the Templars dangerous 
situation than he had been by that of his rival, saved him the mortification of 
confessing himself vanquished, by casting down his warder, and putting an end 
to the conflict. 


It was, indeed, only the relics and embers of the fight which continued to 
burn; for of the few knights who still continued in the lists, the greater part had, 
by tacit consent, forborne the conflict for some time, leaving it to be determined 
by the strife of the leaders. 


The squires, who had found it a matter of danger and difficulty to attend 
their masters during the engagement, now thronged into the lists to pay their 
dutiful attendance to the wounded, who were removed with the utmost care and 
attention to the neighbouring pavilions, or to the quarters prepared for them in 
the adjoining village. 

Thus ended the memorable field of Ashby-de-la-Zouche, one of the most 
gallantly contested tournaments of that age; for although only four knights, 
including one who was smothered by the heat of his armour, had died upon the 
field, yet upwards of thirty were desperately wounded, four or five of whom 
never recovered. Several more were disabled for life; and those who escaped best 


Thesaurus 

adjoining: (adj) contiguous, neighbor, slim. energy, nimbleness, liveliness, bustle, 
near, abutting, touching, confessing: (v) confess. activity, speediness. 
conterminous, neighboring, embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (1) tacit: (adj) silent, implicit, understood, 
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) close. fire, ashes. implied, undeclared, unspoken, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, divided, encumbered: (adj) burdened, voiceless, mute, mum; (1) tace; (v) not 
detached, apart, far. burdensome, weighed down, heavy, expressed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

bulky: (adj) large, unwieldy, great, deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: spoken, express. 
huge, ample, fat, extensive, (adj) unencumbered. utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
corpulent, heavy, gross; (adj, adv) sluggishness: (n) inactivity, lethargy, uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
portly. ANTONYMS: (adj) compact, idleness, indolence, languor, apathy, (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
manageable, thin, insubstantial, laziness, torpor, sloth, lassitude; (adj, (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 


miniature, tiny, wieldy, slight, light, n) slowness. ANTONYMS: (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 
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carried the marks of the conflict to the grave with them. Hence it is always 
mentioned in the old records, as the Gentle and Joyous Passage of Arms of 
Ashby. 


It being now the duty of Prince John to name the knight who had done best, 
he determined that the honour of the day remained with the knight whom the 
popular voice had termed "Le Noir Faineant." It was pointed out to the Prince, in 
impeachment of this decree, that the victory had been in fact won by the 
Disinherited Knight, who, in the course of the day, had overcome six champions 
with his own hand, and who had finally unhorsed and struck down the leader of 
the opposite party. But Prince John adhered to his own opinion, on the ground 
that the Disinherited Knight and his party had lost the day, but for the powerful 
assistance of the Knight of the Black Armour, to whom, therefore, he persisted in 
awarding the prize. 


To the surprise of all present, however, the knight thus preferred was 
nowhere to be found. He had left the lists immediately when the conflict ceased, 
and had been observed by some spectators to move down one of the forest 
glades with the same slow pace and listless and indifferent manner which had 
procured him the epithet of the Black Sluggard. After he had been summoned 
twice by sound of trumpet, and proclamation of the heralds, it became necessary 
to name another to receive the honours which had been assigned to him. Prince 
John had now no further excuse for resisting the claim of the Disinherited 
Knight, whom, therefore, he named the champion of the day. 


Through a field slippery with blood, and encumbered with broken armour 
and the bodies of slain and wounded horses, the marshals of the lists again 
conducted the victor to the foot of Prince John's throne. 


"Disinherited Knight," said Prince John, "since by that title only you will 
consent to be known to us, we a second time award to you the honours of this 
tournament, and announce to you your right to claim and receive from the hands 
of the Queen of Love and Beauty, the Chaplet of Honour which your valour has 
justly deserved." The Knight bowed low and gracefully, but returned no answer. 


Thesaurus 
awarding: (n) award, bestowing, correctly, honestly, lawfully, energetic, strong, spirited. 
giving, grant, donation,employment, properly, exactly, uprightly, resisting: (adj) tough, tenacious, 
accolade, awarding of a contract. legitimately, impartially, purely. sequacious, stringy, tough as 
conducted: (adj) directed, guided. ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, whitleather, resistant, recalcitrant, 
decree: (n, v) command, award, rule, unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, opposing, making resistance, loath; 
act, will, dictate; (v) decide, enact, unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, (v) resist. 
ordain; (n) edict, decision. immorally. slippery: (adj, v) precarious; (adj) 
impeachment: (n) charge, accusation, listless: (adj) indifferent, dull, crafty, glib, elusive, oily, glossy, 
arraignment, censure, impeach, indolent, careless, languid, inert, untrustworthy, wily, unreliable, 
indictment, prosecution, citation, inattentive, dispirited, slow, tricky; (v) questionable. 
instrument, blame, complaint. uninterested, spiritless. ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, dry, 


justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, animated, reliable, straight, direct. 


170 Ivanhoe 


While the trumpets sounded, while the heralds strained their voices in 
proclaiming honour to the brave and glory to the victor --while ladies waved 
their silken kerchiefs and embroidered veils, and while all ranks joined in a 
clamorous shout of exultation, the marshals conducted the Disinherited Knight 
across the lists to the foot of that throne of honour which was occupied by the 
Lady Rowena. 


On the lower step of this throne the champion was made to kneel down. 
Indeed his whole action since the fight had ended, seemed rather to have been 
upon the impulse of those around him than from his own free will; and it was 
observed that he tottered as they guided him the second time across the lists. 
Rowena, descending from her station with a graceful and dignified step, was 
about to place the chaplet which she held in her hand upon the helmet of the 
champion, when the marshals exclaimed with one voice, "It must not be thus--his 
head must be bare." The knight muttered faintly a few words, which were lost in 
the hollow of his helmet, but their purport seemed to be a desire that his casque 
might not be removed. 


Whether from love of form, or from curiosity, the marshals paid no attention 
to his expressions of reluctance, but unhelmed him by cutting the laces of his 
casque, and undoing the fastening of his gorget. When the helmet was removed, 
the well-formed, yet sun-burnt features of a young man of twenty-five were seen, 
amidst a profusion of short fair hair. His countenance was as pale as death, and 
marked in one or two places with streaks of blood. 


Rowena had no sooner beheld him than she uttered a faint shriek; but at once 
summoning up the energy of her disposition, and compelling herself, as it were, 
to proceed, while her frame yet trembled with the violence of sudden emotion, 
she placed upon the drooping head of the victor the splendid chaplet which was 
the destined reward of the day, and pronounced, in a clear and distinct tone, 
these words: "I bestow on thee this chaplet, Sir Knight, as the meed of valour 
assigned to this day's victor:" Here she paused a moment, and then firmly added, 
"And upon brows more worthy could a wreath of chivalry never be placed!" 


Thesaurus 
chaplet: (n) wreath, rosary, garland, oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
corona, coronal, coronet, bays, knot, movement. demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
flower, nosegay, posy. meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, exhortation. 
drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, hire; (n) prize, remuneration, undoing: (n) ruin, destruction, loss, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, curse, cancellation, reverse, bane, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. pittance, reguerdon. doom, collapse, annulment, disaster. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm. shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, ANTONYMS: (n) building, creation. 
fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, well-formed: (adj) symmetrical, 
attachment, lock, catch, link, caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) beautiful, shapely. 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind. sigh. wreath: (1) crown, coronal, garland, 
kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, bob, streaks: (n) stripes, cords. chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 


cry for quarter, dip, duck, humble summoning: (n) induction, cincture, girdle, laurels. 
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The knight stooped his head, and kissed the hand of the lovely Sovereign by 
whom his valour had been rewarded; and then, sinking yet farther forward, lay 
prostrate at her feet. 


There was a general consternation. Cedric, who had been struck mute by the 
sudden appearance of his banished son, now rushed forward, as if to separate 
him from Rowena. But this had been already accomplished by the marshals of 
the field, who, guessing the cause of Ivanhoe's swoon, had hastened to undo his 
armour, and found that the head of a lance had penetrated his breastplate, and 
inflicted a wound in his side. 


Thesaurus 

breastplate: (n) corselet, armour plate, additional, more, distant; (adv) penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. 
armor plating, armor plate; (n, v) furthermore, besides, abroad, in swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) 
shield, bulletproof vest; (v) cuirass, addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, 
mask, gauntlet, apron, armored vest. (pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) prostration, deliquium; (v) conk, 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, within; (adv) nearer, closer. black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff. 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead undo: (v) loosen, open, annul, cancel, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, dread, reckoning, guesswork, separate, disentangle, untie, unfold, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) approximation, supposition, gibe, reverse, disconnect, nullify. 
peacefulness, composure, happiness, shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig. ANTONYMS: (v) attach, close, do, 
tranquility, hopefulness, comfort, knight: (n) horseman, horse, chevalier, wrap, tangle, validate, knot, lock, 
equanimity. banneret, warrior, steed, knighthood, permit, unite, approve. 


farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) rider, heroin, h; (v) dub. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


"Heroes, approach!" 
Atrides thus aloud, 
"Stand forth distinguish'd from the circling crowd, 
Ye who by skill or manly force may claim, 
Your rivals to surpass and merit fame. 
This cow, worth twenty oxen, is decreed, 
For him who farthest sends the winged reed." 
Iliad 


The name of Ivanhoe was no sooner pronounced than it flew from mouth to 
mouth, with all the celerity with which eagerness could convey and curiosity 
receive it. It was not long ere it reached the circle of the Prince, whose brow 
darkened as he heard the news. Looking around him, however, with an air of 
scorn, "My Lords," said he, "and especially you, Sir Prior, what think ye of the 
doctrine the learned tell us, concerning innate attractions and antipathies? 
Methinks that I felt the presence of my brother's minion, even when I least 
guessed whom yonder suit of armour enclosed." 

"Front-de-Boeuf must prepare to restore his fief of Ivanhoe," said De Bracy, 
who, having discharged his part honourably in the tournament, had laid his 
shield and helmet aside, and again mingled with the Prince's retinue. 


Thesaurus 
circling: (v) snaky, serpentine; (adj) furthermost, endmost, greatest, most lackey. ANTONYM: (n) superior. 
rotating, spinning, circular, spiral, distant; (adj, adv) remotest. oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
moving; (n) circulation, circuit, ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest. Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
cycling; (adv) around. fief: (n) feoff, demesne, feud, fee, beef, dairy cow. 
darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, benefice, land, possession, tenement, surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, estate, deadly hatred, acres. surmount, better, excel, outstrip, 
opaque, overcast. guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable. overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, honourably: (adv) uprightly, worthily, ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, follow, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, honestly, creditably, commendably. trail. 
appointive. minion: (n) cosset, follower, servant, winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, pet, underling, hanger-on, spoiled quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 


farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, child, sycophant, tool, henchman, alated, aligerous, composed. 
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"Ay," answered Waldemar Fitzurse, "this gallant is likely to reclaim the castle 
and manor which Richard assigned to him, and which your Highness's 
generosity has since given to Front-de-Boeuf." 


"Front-de-Boeuf," replied John, "is a man more willing to swallow three 
manors such as Ivanhoe, than to disgorge one of them. For the rest, sirs, I hope 
none here will deny my right to confer the fiefs of the crown upon the faithful 
followers who are around me, and ready to perform the usual military service, in 
the room of those who have wandered to foreign Countries, and can neither 
render homage nor service when called upon." 


The audience were too much interested in the question not to pronounce the 
Prince's assumed right altogether indubitable. "A generous Prince!--a most noble 
Lord, who thus takes upon himself the task of rewarding his faithful followers!" 


Such were the words which burst from the train, expectants all of them of 
similar grants at the expense of King Richard's followers and favourites, if 
indeed they had not as yet received such. Prior Aymer also assented to the 
general proposition, observing, however, "That the blessed Jerusalem could not 
indeed be termed a foreign country. She was 'communis mater'--the mother of 
all Christians. But he saw not," he declared, "how the Knight of Ivanhoe could 
plead any advantage from this, since he" (the Prior) "was assured that the 
crusaders, under Richard, had never proceeded much farther than Askalon, 
which, as all the world knew, was a town of the Philistines, and entitled to none 
of the privileges of the Holy City." 


Waldemar, whose curiosity had led him towards the place where Ivanhoe 
had fallen to the ground, now returned. "The gallant," said he, "is likely to give 
your Highness little disturbance, and to leave Front-de-Boeuf in the quiet 
possession of his gains--he is severely wounded." 


"Whatever becomes of him," said Prince John, "he is victor of the day; and 
were he tenfold our enemy, or the devoted friend of our brother, which is 
perhaps the same, his wounds must be looked to --our own physician shall 
attend him." 


Thesaurus 
confer: (v) give, accord, award, afford, evident, apparent, conclusive, sure, reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 
grant, discuss, converse, consult, undeniable; (adv) doubtless. claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
show; (n, v) talk; (adj, v) present. ANTONYMS: (adj) dubious, recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, deny, questionable, debatable, doubtful, ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard. 
dishonor, retrieve, take. uncertain. rewarding: (adj) worthwhile, 
disgorge: (v) vomit, throw up, be sick, physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, gratifying, pleasing, beneficial, 
spill, spew, pour, eject, empty, cast, medic, quack, surgeon, leech, fulfilling, successful, productive, 
evacuate, puke. ANTONYM: (v) houseman, MD, allergist, intern. remunerative, gainful, advantageous, 
retain. plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, adjure, fruitful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indubitable: (adj, v) indisputable, petition, ask, appeal, defend, invoke, unrewarding, unprofitable, 
incontrovertible, incontestable; (adj, sue; (n, v) allege. ANTONYMS: (v) disappointing, fruitless, frustrating, 


n) certain; (adj) unquestionable, answer, demand. unhelpful. 
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A stern smile curled the Prince's lip as he spoke. Waldemar Fitzurse 
hastened to reply, that Ivanhoe was already removed from the lists, and in the 
custody of his friends. 


"I was somewhat afflicted," he said, "to see the grief of the Queen of Love and 
Beauty, whose sovereignty of a day this event has changed into mourning. I am 
not a man to be moved by a woman's lament for her lover, but this same Lady 
Rowena suppressed her sorrow with such dignity of manner, that it could only 
be discovered by her folded hands, and her tearless eye, which trembled as it 
remained fixed on the lifeless form before her." 


"Who is this Lady Rowena," said Prince John, "of whom we have heard so 
much?" 


"A Saxon heiress of large possessions," replied the Prior Aymer; "a rose of 
loveliness, and a jewel of wealth; the fairest among a thousand, a bundle of 
myrrh, and a cluster of camphire." 


"We shall cheer her sorrows," said Prince John, "and amend her blood, by 
wedding her to a Norman. She seems a minor, and must therefore be at our 
royal disposal in marriage.--How sayst thou, De Bracy? What thinkst thou of 
gaining fair lands and livings, by wedding a Saxon, after the fashion of the 
followers of the Conqueror?" 


"If the lands are to my liking, my lord," answered De Bracy, "it will be hard to 
displease me with a bride; and deeply will I hold myself bound to your highness 
for a good deed, which will fulfil all promises made in favour of your servant 
and vassal." 


"We will not forget it," said Prince John; "and that we may instantly go to 
work, command our seneschal presently to order the attendance of the Lady 
Rowena and her company--that is, the rude churl her guardian, and the Saxon ox 
whom the Black Knight struck down in the tournament, upon this evening's 
banquet.--De Bigot," he added to his seneschal, "thou wilt word this our second 
summons so courteously, as to gratify the pride of these Saxons, and make it 


Thesaurus 
amend: (adj, v) improve; (v) jewel: (n) gemstone, darling, dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. 
ameliorate, rectify, better, fix, reform, diamond, jewelry, trinket, treasure, ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, alive, 
alter, correct, emend, revise, redress. ornament, idol; (adj, n) bijou, interesting, awake, moving, upright, 
ANTONYMS: (v) corrupt, damage, precious stone; (adj) brilliant. bright, brilliant, firm, inspiring. 
debase, impair, reduce, mar, blemish, lament: (v) bemoan, complain, mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
maintain, leave. deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, mourn; bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother, (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) wail, sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) celebration, grieving; (v) lamenting. 
irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: (v) joy; (v) revel, rejoice, celebrate, seneschal: (n) burgomaster, bailiff, 
please, satisfy, pacify, delight. applaud, praise, compliment. Corregidor, castellan, factotum, 
heiress: (n) inheritress, inheritrix, lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, warden, servant, shepherd, 


inheritor, heritor, owner, beneficiary. defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, portreeve, retainer, alderman. 
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impossible for them again to refuse; although, by the bones of Becket, courtesy to 
them is casting pearls before swine." 


Prince John had proceeded thus far, and was about to give the signal for 
retiring from the lists, when a small billet was put into his hand. 


"From whence?" said Prince John, looking at the person by whom it was 
delivered. 


"From foreign parts, my lord, but from whence I know not" replied his 
attendant. "A Frenchman brought it hither, who said, he had ridden night and 
day to put it into the hands of your highness." 


The Prince looked narrowly at the superscription, and then at the seal, placed 
so as to secure the flex-silk with which the billet was surrounded, and which 
bore the impression of three fleurs-de-lis. John then opened the billet with 
apparent agitation, which visibly and greatly increased when he had perused 
the contents, which were expressed in these words: 


"Take heed to yourself for the Devil is unchained!" 


The Prince turned as pale as death, looked first on the earth, and then up to 
heaven, like a man who has received news that sentence of execution has been 
passed upon him. Recovering from the first effects of his surprise, he took 
Waldemar Fitzurse and De Bracy aside, and put the billet into their hands 
successively. "It means," he added, in a faltering voice, "that my brother Richard 
has obtained his freedom." 


"This may be a false alarm, or a forged letter," said De Bracy. 
"It is France's own hand and seal," replied Prince John. 


"It is time, then," said Fitzurse, "to draw our party to a head, either at York, or 
some other centrical place. A few days later, and it will be indeed too late. Your 
highness must break short this present mummery." 


"The yeomen and commons," said De Bracy, "must not be dismissed 
discontented, for lack of their share in the sports." 


Thesaurus 
attendant: (n) companion, follower, unemployed, clear, convalescent. hither: (adv) here, whither, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, faltering: (n) falter, pause, vacillation; hitherward, thither. 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) (adj) tentative, vacillating, doubtful,  superscription: (n) inscription, 
accompanying, concomitant, irresolute, hesitant, uncertain, address, direction, superscript, aim, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) unsure; (adv) falteringly. order, command, endorsement, 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, unrelated, ANTONYMS: (adj) decided, firm, guidance, image, management. 
significant. eloquent, decisive, sure. visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
billet: (n) position, note, berth, job, heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
bar, post, ticket, quarters; (v) quarter, regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
accommodate, lodge. caution, advertence, advertency; (v) discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
centrical: (adj) central. attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 


dismissed: (adj) discharged, disregard; (n) inattentiveness. invisibly, secretly, ambiguously. 
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"The day," said Waldemar, "is not yet very far spent--let the archers shoot a 
few rounds at the target, and the prize be adjudged. This will be an abundant 
fulfilment of the Prince's promises, so far as this herd of Saxon serfs is 
concerned." 


"I thank thee, Waldemar," said the Prince; "thou remindest me, too, that I 
have a debt to pay to that insolent peasant who yesterday insulted our person. 
Our banquet also shall go forward to-night as we proposed. Were this my last 
hour of power, it should be an hour sacred to revenge and to pleasure--let new 
cares come with to-morrow's new day." 


The sound of the trumpets soon recalled those spectators who had already 
begun to leave the field; and proclamation was made that Prince John, suddenly 
called by high and peremptory public duties, held himself obliged to 
discontinue the entertainments of to-morrow's festival: Nevertheless, that, 
unwilling so many good yeoman should depart without a trial of skill, he was 
pleased to appoint them, before leaving the ground, presently to execute the 
competition of archery intended for the morrow. To the best archer a prize was 
to be awarded, being a bugle-horn, mounted with silver, and a silken baldric 
richly ornamented with a medallion of St Hubert, the patron of silvan sport. 


More than thirty yeomen at first presented themselves as competitors, several 
of whom were rangers and under-keepers in the royal forests of Needwood and 
Charnwood. When, however, the archers understood with whom they were to 
be matched, upwards of twenty withdrew themselves from the contest, 
unwilling to encounter the dishonour of almost certain defeat. For in those days 
the skill of each celebrated marksman was as well known for many miles round 
him, as the qualities of a horse trained at Newmarket are familiar to those who 
frequent that well-known meeting. 


The diminished list of competitors for silvan fame still amounted to eight. 
Prince John stepped from his royal seat to view more nearly the persons of these 
chosen yeomen, several of whom wore the royal livery. Having satisfied his 
curiosity by this investigation, he looked for the object of his resentment, whom 


Thesaurus 
diminished: (adj) abated, weakened, opprobrium. marksman: (n) bowman, shot, shooter, 
lessened, atrophied, belittled, execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, sharpshooter, crack shot, markman, 
attenuate, reduced, lower, perform, accomplish, act, effect, carry sniper, buckshot. 
attenuated, cut, short. out, enforce, make, fulfill. medallion: (n) laurels, decoration, 
discontinue: (v) stop, break, abandon, ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, laurel wreath, locket, pendant, palm, 
desist, break off, terminate, cut off, disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive. ribbon, bay wreath, badge, accolade. 
quit, give up, interrupt; (n, v) drop. insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, peremptory: (adj) imperious, 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, restart, injured, huffy. commanding, dictatorial, 
resume, start, open, maintain, begin. livery: (adj) liverish, bilious; (n) overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, clothing, accouterment, uniform, (adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, complexion, legal transfer, color, hue, absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM: 


violate, rape, outrage; (n) stigma, dye, bailment. (adj) polite. 
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he observed standing on the same spot, and with the same composed 
countenance which he had exhibited upon the preceding day. 


"Fellow," said Prince John, "I guessed by thy insolent babble that thou wert no 
true lover of the longbow, and I see thou darest not adventure thy skill among 
such merry-men as stand yonder." 


"Under favour, sir," replied the yeoman, "I have another reason for refraining 
to shoot, besides the fearing discomfiture and disgrace." 


"And what is thy other reason?" said Prince John, who, for some cause which 
perhaps he could not himself have explained, felt a painful curiosity respecting 
this individual. 


"Because," replied the woodsman, "I know not if these yeomen and I are used 
to shoot at the same marks; and because, moreover, I know not how your Grace 
might relish the winning of a third prize by one who has unwittingly fallen 
under your displeasure." 


Prince John coloured as he put the question, "What is thy name, yeoman?" 
"Locksley," answered the yeoman. 


"Then, Locksley," said Prince John, "thou shalt shoot in thy turn, when these 
yeomen have displayed their skill. If thou carriest the prize, I will add to it 
twenty nobles; but if thou losest it, thou shalt be stript of thy Lincoln green, and 
scourged out of the lists with bowstrings, for a wordy and insolent braggart." 


"And how if I refuse to shoot on such a wager?" said the yeoman. --"Your 
Grace's power, supported, as it is, by so many men-at-arms, may indeed easily 
strip and scourge me, but cannot compel me to bend or to draw my bow." 


"If thou refusest my fair proffer," said the Prince, "the Provost of the lists shall 
cut thy bowstring, break thy bow and arrows, and expel thee from the presence 
as a faint-hearted craven." 


"This is no fair chance you put on me, proud Prince," said the yeoman, "to 
compel me to peril myself against the best archers of Leicester And Staffordshire, 


Thesaurus 
countenance: (n) aspect, expression, sheepish, chicken-hearted, unwittingly: (adv) unintentionally, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, pusillanimous, fearful, weak, unknowingly, unconsciously, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, timorous, spineless, afraid, gutless; accidentally, ignorantly, innocently, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) (n) coward. unawares, unawarely, 
reject, oppose, discourage, refraining: (n) forbearance, abstaining, unsuspectingly, uninformedly, 
disapprove, prohibit. austerity, denial, mildness, obliviously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
expel: (v) evict, banish, exclude, exile, abstention, no vote, nonparticipation, mindfully, deliberately, knowingly. 
eliminate, discharge, deport, excrete, lenity; (adj) austere. wordy: (adj) prolix, windy, lengthy, 
dispossess, dislodge; (adj, v) dismiss. relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) verbose, redundant, loquacious, 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, retain, gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, talkative, garrulous, rambling, 
invite, appoint, admit, allow, block. enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, tedious, exuberant. ANTONYMS: 


faint-hearted: (adv) cowardly; (adj) like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy. (adj) taciturn, quiet. 
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under the penalty of infamy if they should overshoot me. Nevertheless, I will 
obey your pleasure." 


"Look to him close, men-at-arms," said Prince John, "his heart is sinking; I am 
jealous lest he attempt to escape the trial--And do you, good fellows, shoot 
boldly round; a buck and a butt of wine are ready for your refreshment in 
yonder tent, when the prize is won." 


A target was placed at the upper end of the southern avenue which led to the 
lists. The contending archers took their station in turn, at the bottom of the 
southern access, the distance between that station and the mark allowing full 
distance for what was called a shot at rovers. The archers, having previously 
determined by lot their order of precedence, were to shoot each three shafts in 
succession. The sports were regulated by an officer of inferior rank, termed the 
Provost of the Games; for the high rank of the marshals of the lists would have 
been held degraded, had they condescended to superintend the sports of the 
yeomanry. 


One by one the archers, stepping forward, delivered their shafts yeomanlike 
and bravely. Of twenty-four arrows, shot in succession, ten were fixed in the 
target, and the others ranged so near it, that, considering the distance of the mark, 
it was accounted good archery. Of the ten shafts which hit the target, two within 
the inner ring were shot by Hubert, a forester in the service of Malvoisin, who 
was accordingly pronounced victorious. 


"Now, Locksley," said Prince John to the bold yeoman, with a bitter smile, 
"wilt thou try conclusions with Hubert, or wilt thou yield up bow, baldric, and 
quiver, to the Provost of the sports?" 


"Sith it be no better," said Locksley, "I am content to try my fortune; on 
condition that when I have shot two shafts at yonder mark of Hubert's, he shall 
be bound to shoot one at that which I shall propose." 


"That is but fair," answered Prince John, "and it shall not be refused thee.--If 
thou dost beat this braggart, Hubert, I will fill the bugle with silver-pennies for 
thee." 


Thesaurus 
bugle: (v) trumpet, clarion, pibroch, debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, | undershoot, make. 
slogan; (n) horn, ophicleide, dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
trombone, herb, cornopean, cornet, base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
bugleweed. infamy: (n) dishonor, disrepute, vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
butt: (v) bunt, abut; (n) extremity, ignominy, notoriety, shame, vibration, tremor. 
stump, grip, stub, rump, cask, rear, opprobrium, reproach, stain, sith: (adv) for, because, seeing that, 
tail; (n, v) edge. discredit, baseness; (adj, n) pollution. hence, then thence so, whence; (n) 
contending: (adj) contentious, ANTONYMS: (n) fame, virtue, honor, that being so. 
conflicting, competitive, competing, obscurity, pride. superintend: (v) oversee, manage, 
competitory, combatant, challenging, overshoot: (v) overrun, jump, exceed, direct, administer, control, run, 
factious, militant, warlike, fighting. aspire; (n) over shoot, landing supervise, govern, handle, overlook, 


degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, approach. ANTONYMS: (v) inspect. 
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"A man can do but his best," answered Hubert; "but my grandsire drew a 
good long bow at Hastings, and I trust not to dishonour his memory." 


The former target was now removed, and a fresh one of the same size placed 
in its room. Hubert, who, as victor in the first trial of skill, had the right to shoot 
first, took his aim with great deliberation, long measuring the distance with his 
eye, while he held in his hand his bended bow, with the arrow placed on the 
string. At length he made a step forward, and raising the bow at the full stretch 
of his left arm, till the centre or grasping-place was nigh level with his face, he 
drew his bowstring to his ear. The arrow whistled through the air, and lighted 
within the inner ring of the target, but not exactly in the centre. 


"You have not allowed for the wind, Hubert," said his antagonist, bending 
his bow, "or that had been a better shot." 


So saying, and without showing the least anxiety to pause upon his aim, 
Locksley stept to the appointed station, and shot his arrow as carelessly in 
appearance as if he had not even looked at the mark. He was speaking almost at 
the instant that the shaft left the bowstring, yet it alighted in the target two 
inches nearer to the white spot which marked the centre than that of Hubert. 


"By the light of heaven!" said Prince John to Hubert, "an thou suffer that 
runagate knave to overcome thee, thou art worthy of the gallows!" 


Hubert had but one set speech for all occasions. "An your highness were to 
hang me," he said, "a man can but do his best. Nevertheless, my grandsire drew a 
good bow--" 


"The foul fiend on thy grandsire and all his generation!" interrupted John , 
"shoot, knave, and shoot thy best, or it shall be the worse for thee!" 


Thus exhorted, Hubert resumed his place, and not neglecting the caution 
which he had received from his adversary, he made the necessary allowance for 
a very light air of wind, which had just arisen, and shot so successfully that his 
arrow alighted in the very centre of the target. 


"A Hubert! a Hubert!" shouted the populace, more interested in a known 
person than in a stranger. "In the clout!--in the clout! --a Hubert for ever!" 


Thesaurus 

arisen: (adj) risen. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) clean, pure; nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer. 
bended: (adj) bent, bowed. (adj) pleasant, fair, inoffensive, runagate: (n) fugitive, rip, scapegrace, 
bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, humane, attractive, honest, pleasing, scamp, anarchist, brawler, 

deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; fragrant; (v) unclog. demagogue; (adj) seceder, 

(adj) flexible, supple, winding, pliant. grandsire: (n) grandfather, ancestor. secessionist. 

ANTONYM: (adj) stiff. measuring: (n) measure, mensuration, shaft: (n) arrow, beam, axis, pole, 
clout: (n, v) cuff, punch, slap, swipe, scaling, surveying, hydrometry, arbor, dart, pillar, lance, well, axle; 

knock, smack, whack, strike, crack; actinometry, gravimetry, (adj, n) pit. 

(n) authority, control. densitometry, calorimetry, victor: (n) winner, champion, 
foul: (adj, v) nasty, base, corrupt, bathymetry, audiometry. vanquisher, master, champ, medalist, 

coarse; (adj) filthy, disgusting, evil, nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; superior, title holder, hero, 


unclean, putrid; (n, v) defile, soil. (adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, victorious, skipper. 
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"Thou canst not mend that shot, Locksley," said the Prince, with an insulting 
smile. 


"I will notch his shaft for him, however," replied Locksley. 


And letting fly his arrow with a little more precaution than before, it lighted 
right upon that of his competitor, which it split to shivers. The people who stood 
around were so astonished at his wonderful dexterity, that they could not even 
give vent to their surprise in their usual clamour. "This must be the devil, and no 
man of flesh and blood," whispered the yeomen to each other; "such archery was 
never seen since a bow was first bent in Britain." 


"And now," said Locksley, "I will crave your Grace's permission to plant such 
a mark as is used in the North Country; and welcome every brave yeoman who 
shall try a shot at it to win a smile from the bonny lass he loves best." 


He then turned to leave the lists. "Let your guards attend me," he said, "if 
you please--I go but to cut a rod from the next willow-bush." 


Prince John made a signal that some attendants should follow him in case of 
his escape: but the cry of "Shame! shame!" which burst from the multitude, 
induced him to alter his ungenerous purpose. 


Locksley returned almost instantly with a willow wand about six feet in 
length, perfectly straight, and rather thicker than a man's thumb. He began to 
peel this with great composure, observing at the same time, that to ask a good 
woodsman to shoot at a target so broad as had hitherto been used, was to put 
shame upon his skill. "For his own part," he said, "and in the land where he was 
bred, men would as soon take for their mark King Arthur's round-table, which 
held sixty knights around it. A child of seven years old," he said, " might hit 
yonder target with a headless shaft; but," added he, walking deliberately to the 
other end of the lists, and sticking the willow wand upright in the ground, "he 
that hits that rod at five-score yards, I call him an archer fit to bear both bow and 
quiver before a king, an it were the stout King Richard himself." 


"My grandsire," said Hubert, "drew a good bow at the battle of Hastings, and 
never shot at such a mark in his life--and neither will I. If this yeoman can cleave 


Thesaurus 
composure: (n) calmness, serenity, scurrilous, defamatory, opprobrious, fill. 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, rude, disgraceful, disdainful, ungenerous: (adj, v) illiberal; (adj) 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, impolite. ANTONYMS: (adj) stingy, parsimonious, miserly, cheap, 
temperament, disposition. courteous, conciliatory, polite, uncharitable, close, narrow, 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, generous, cordial. tightfisted, closefisted, penurious. 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, lass: (n) girl, lassie, damsel, young ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, kind. 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, woman, young girl, fille, miss, Jeune willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 
turbulence, awkwardness. fille, bobbysocker, bobbysoxer, arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
headless: (adj) acephalous, brainless, woman. willow, bay willow, bearberry 
beheaded, foolish. notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, willow, white willow, silver willow; 
insulting: (adj) contemptuous, score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, (adj) mourning, weeds. 


insolent, injurious, offensive, incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
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that rod, I give him the bucklers--or rather, I yield to the devil that is in his jerkin, 
and not to any human skill; a man can but do his best, and I will not shoot where 
I am sure to miss. I might as well shoot at the edge of our parson's whittle, or at 
a wheat straw, or at a sunbeam, as at a twinkling white streak which I can 
hardly see." 


"Cowardly dog!" said Prince John.--"Sirrah Locksley, do thou shoot; but, if 
thou hittest such a mark, I will say thou art the first man ever did so. However it 
be, thou shalt not crow over us with a mere show of superior skill." 


"I will do my best, as Hubert says," answered Locksley; "no man can do 
more." 


So saying, he again bent his bow, but on the present occasion looked with 
attention to his weapon, and changed the string, which he thought was no longer 
truly round, having been a little frayed by the two former shots. He then took 
his aim with some deliberation, and the multitude awaited the event in 
breathless silence. The archer vindicated their opinion of his skill: his arrow split 
the willow rod against which it was aimed. A jubilee of acclamations followed; 
and even Prince John, in admiration of Locksley's skill, lost for an instant his 
dislike to his person. "These twenty nobles," he said, "which, with the bugle, thou 
hast fairly won, are thine own; we will make them fifty, if thou wilt take livery 
and service with us as a yeoman of our body guard, and be near to our person. 
For never did so strong a hand bend a bow, or so true an eye direct a shaft." 


"Pardon me, noble Prince," said Locksley; "but I have vowed, that if ever I 
take service, it should be with your royal brother King Richard. These twenty 
nobles I leave to Hubert, who has this day drawn as brave a bow as his grandsire 
did at Hastings. Had his modesty not refused the trial, he would have hit the 
wand as well I." 


Hubert shook his head as he received with reluctance the bounty of the 
stranger, and Locksley, anxious to escape further observation, mixed with the 
crowd, and was seen no more. 


Thesaurus 
crow: (n, v) brag, cry, snigger; (v) gabardine. beam of light. 
exult, triumph, cackle, chuckle, talk modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
big; (n) gasconade, crowing; (adj) humility, diffidence, humbleness, second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
raven. demureness, coyness, gentleness, split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
frayed: (adj) threadbare, shabby, continence; (adj, n) decency, honesty. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 
ragged, tattered, thin, torn; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (n) arrogance, vindicated: (adj) exculpated, 
dilapidated; (v) secondhand, wilted, immodesty, spectacle, flamboyance, exonerated, cleared, absolved, 
shaken, stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) abandon, bigheadedness, pretension, unmortgaged, unclouded, safe, easily 
pristine, new, smart. decadence, boldness. deciphered, easily perceptible, clean, 
jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, guiltless. ANTONYM: (adj) wrong. 


CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, talma beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of | vowed: (v) promised, named, 
jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, oilskins, light, moonbeam, light beam, light, benempt. 
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The victorious archer would not perhaps have escaped John's attention so 
easily, had not that Prince had other subjects of anxious and more important 
meditation pressing upon his mind at that instant. He called upon his 
chamberlain as he gave the signal for retiring from the lists, and commanded 
him instantly to gallop to Ashby, and seek out Isaac the Jew. "Tell the dog," he 
said, "to send me, before sun-down, two thousand crowns. He knows the 
security; but thou mayst show him this ring for a token. The rest of the money 
must be paid at York within six days. If he neglects, I will have the unbelieving 
villain's head. Look that thou pass him not on the way; for the circumcised slave 


was displaying his stolen finery amongst us." 


So saying, the Prince resumed his horse, and returned to Ashby, the whole 
crowd breaking up and dispersing upon his retreat. 


called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, 
known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. 

chamberlain: (n) bailiff, seneschal, 
castellan, treasurer, steward, Neville 
chamberlain, Arthur Neville 
chamberlain. 

circumcised: (adj) unforeskinned, less. 

displaying: (n) advertising. 

finery: (n) regalia, clothing, attire, 
decoration, dress, pinchbeck, 
spangle, trimmings, gimcrack; (adj, n) 
tinsel, gewgaw. ANTONYM: (n) rags. 


Thesaurus 


meditation: (n, v) contemplation, 
study; (n) consideration, reflection, 
deliberation, thought, introspection, 
musing, rumination, conception, 
reflexion. ANTONYM: (n) 
distraction. 

retiring: (adj) humble, diffident, 
bashful, reserved, unassuming, 
unobtrusive, timid, coy, shy, 
sheepish, meek. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, bold, outgoing, forward, 
incoming, arrogant, brash, sociable. 


slave: (n) servant, bondman, thrall, 
bondsman, bondwoman, captive, 
vassal; (n, v) labor; (v) drudge, work; 
(adj, n) inferior. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free; (v) slack. 

victorious: (adj) triumphant, 
successful, winning, jubilant, victor, 
fortunate, lifted up; (adj, v) 
triumphal, exultant, triumphing, on 
top. ANTONYMS: (adj) beaten, 
unsuccessful, failing, losing, 
sorrowful. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


In rough magnificence array'd, 
When ancient Chivalry display'd 
The pomp of her heroic games, 
And crested chiefs and tissued dames 
Assembled, at the clarion's call, 
In some proud castle's high arch'd hall. 
Warton 


Prince John held his high festival in the Castle of Ashby. This was not the 
same building of which the stately ruins still interest the traveller, and which 
was erected at a later period by the Lord Hastings, High Chamberlain of England, 
one of the first victims of the tyranny of Richard the Third, and yet better known 
as one of Shakspeare's characters than by his historical fame. The castle and 
town of Ashby, at this time, belonged to Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester, 
who, during the period of our history, was absent in the Holy Land. Prince John, 
in the meanwhile, occupied his castle, and disposed of his domains without 
scruple; and seeking at present to dazzle men's eyes by his hospitality and 
magnificence, had given orders for great preparations, in order to render the 
banquet as splendid as possible. 


The purveyors of the Prince, who exercised on this and other occasions the 
full authority of royalty, had swept the country of all that could be collected 


Thesaurus 

crested: (adj) cristate, peak, conical, reluctant, impervious. stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
copped, caespitose, cespitose, royalty: (n) regality, payment, elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
topknotted, plumed, decorated. kingship, royal line, royal house, grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 

dazzle: (v) bedazzle, blind, captivate; royal family, fee, tax, nobility, majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
(n, v) sparkle, shine, flash, glare, awe; loyalty, majesty. boisterous, humble, modest, lowly. 
(adj) dazzling, confuse; (n) brightness. ruins: (n) debris, wreck, remains, tyranny: (adj, n) dictatorship, 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore; (n) dullness. remainder, carcass, wreckage, relics, autocracy; (n) absolutism, despotism, 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, rubbish, shell, remnants, hulk. oppression, cruelty, monocracy, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, pause; totalitarianism, authoritarianism, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. (n) hesitation, qualm, misgiving, autarchy, Caesarism. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, distrust, objection; (n, v) mistrust; (v) (n) democracy, liberty. 


indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, falter, question. 
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which was esteemed fit for their master's table. Guests also were invited in great 
numbers; and in the necessity in which he then found himself of courting 
popularity, Prince John had extended his invitation to a few distinguished Saxon 
and Danish families, as well as to the Norman nobility and gentry of the 
neighbourhood. However despised and degraded on ordinary occasions, the 
great numbers of the Anglo-Saxons must necessarily render them formidable in 
the civil commotions which seemed approaching, and it was an obvious point of 
policy to secure popularity with their leaders. 


It was accordingly the Prince's intention, which he for some time maintained, 
to treat these unwonted guests with a courtesy to which they had been little 
accustomed. But although no man with less scruple made his ordinary habits 
and feelings bend to his interest, it was the misfortune of this Prince, that his 
levity and petulance were perpetually breaking out, and undoing all that had 
been gained by his previous dissimulation. 


Of this fickle temper he gave a memorable example in Ireland, when sent 
thither by his father, Henry the Second, with the purpose of buying golden 
opinions of the inhabitants of that new and important acquisition to the English 
crown. Upon this occasion the Irish chieftains contended which should first offer 
to the young Prince their loyal homage and the kiss of peace. But, instead of 
receiving their salutations with courtesy, John and his petulant attendants could 
not resist the temptation of pulling the long beards of the Irish chieftains; a 
conduct which, as might have been expected, was highly resented by these 
insulted dignitaries, and produced fatal consequences to the English domination 
in Ireland. It is necessary to keep these inconsistencies of John's character in 
view, that the reader may understand his conduct during the present evening. 


In execution of the resolution which he had formed during his cooler 
moments, Prince John received Cedric and Athelstane with distinguished 
courtesy, and expressed his disappointment, without resentment, when the 
indisposition of Rowena was alleged by the former as a reason for her not 
attending upon his gracious summons. Cedric and Athelstane were both dressed 
in the ancient Saxon garb, which, although not unhandsome in itself, and in the 


Thesaurus 
courting: (n) wooing, courtship, disinclination, dislike, distaste, tetchiness, crossness, choler, 
bundling, appeal, attraction, case, aversion, reluctance, hesitation; (n, v)  fretfulness, peevishness, temper, 
causa, cause, flirtation, suit. illness, disorder, disease; (adj, n) acerbity; (adj) petulant, flippancy. 
dissimulation: (n) deceit, dissembling, infirmity. ANTONYM: (n) petulant: (adj) irritable, peevish, cross, 
duplicity, guile, falsehood, hypocrisy, inclination. testy, irascible, cranky, fractious, 
illusion, imposture, insincerity, levity: (n) flightiness, frivolity, fretful, pettish, touchy, choleric. 
pretence, chicanery. flippancy, buoyancy, lightness, ANTONYMS: (adj) easygoing, 
families: (n) family. giddiness, inconstancy, frivolousness, amiable, calm, affable, cheerful. 
garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, humorousness, jocosity; (n, v) unhandsome: (adj) unchivalric, 
garment; (n) attire, clothing, costume, fickleness. ANTONYMS: (n) gravity, unbecoming, awkward, illiberal, 
frock, outfit, clothes; (v) clothe. seriousness. indecorous, ungraceful, plain, 


indisposition: (adj, n, v) ailment; (n) _ petulance: (n) touchiness, testiness, unmanly, unknightly. 
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present instance composed of costly materials, was so remote in shape and 
appearance from that of the other guests, that Prince John took great credit to 
himself with Waldemar Fitzurse for refraining from laughter at a sight which the 
fashion of the day rendered ridiculous. Yet, in the eye of sober judgment, the 
short close tunic and long mantle of the Saxons was a more graceful, as well as a 
more convenient dress, than the garb of the Normans, whose under garment was 
a long doublet, so loose as to resemble a shirt or waggoner's frock, covered by a 
cloak of scanty dimensions, neither fit to defend the wearer from cold or from 
rain, and the only purpose of which appeared to be to display as much fur, 
embroidery, and jewellery work, as the ingenuity of the tailor could contrive to 
lay upon it. The Emperor Charlemagne, in whose reign they were first 
introduced, seems to have been very sensible of the inconveniences arising from 
the fashion of this garment. "In Heaven's name," said he, "to what purpose serve 
these abridged cloaks? If we are in bed they are no cover, on horseback they are 
no protection from the wind and rain, and when seated, they do not guard our 
legs from the damp or the frost." 


Nevertheless, spite of this imperial objurgation, the short cloaks continued in 
fashion down to the time of which we treat, and particularly among the princes 
of the House of Anjou. They were therefore in universal use among Prince John's 
courtiers; and the long mantle, which formed the upper garment of the Saxons, 
was held in proportional derision. 


The guests were seated at a table which groaned under the quantity of good 
cheer. The numerous cooks who attended on the Prince's progress, having 
exerted all their art in varying the forms in which the ordinary provisions were 
served up, had succeeded almost as well as the modern professors of the 
culinary art in rendering them perfectly unlike their natural appearance. Besides 
these dishes of domestic origin, there were various delicacies brought from 
foreign parts, and a quantity of rich pastry, as well as of the simnel-bread and 
wastle cakes, which were only used at the tables of the highest nobility. The 
banquet was crowned with the richest wines, both foreign and domestic. 


Thesaurus 
contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, stitchery. ANTONYM: (n) natrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, understatement. lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, attire, abundant, ample, strong. 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, coat, spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail. chemise, caftan. malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
culinary: (adj) cooking, eatable. objurgation: (v) vituperation, abuse; maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, (n) rebuke, scolding, chiding, blame, v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
regalia. reproval, reprehension, wigging, wig, benevolence, goodwill, love, 
embroidery: (n) needlework, contumely. affection, harmony. 
ornamentation, fancywork, sewing, professors: (n) faculty. tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, 
drawnwork, crewelwork, cutwork, scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, accommodate, design, cut, adjust, fit; 


decoration, adornment, ornament, inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, (n) snip, dressmaker, sartor. 
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But, though luxurious, the Norman nobles were not generally speaking an 
intemperate race. While indulging themselves in the pleasures of the table, they 
aimed at delicacy, but avoided excess, and were apt to attribute gluttony and 
drunkenness to the vanquished Saxons, as vices peculiar to their inferior station. 
Prince John, indeed, and those who courted his pleasure by imitating his foibles, 
were apt to indulge to excess in the pleasures of the trencher and the goblet; and 
indeed it is well known that his death was occasioned by a surfeit upon peaches 
and new ale. His conduct, however, was an exception to the general manners of 
his countrymen. 


With sly gravity, interrupted only by private signs to each other, the Norman 
knights and nobles beheld the ruder demeanour of Athelstane and Cedric at a 
banquet, to the form and fashion of which they were unaccustomed. And while 
their manners were thus the subject of sarcastic observation, the untaught Saxons 
unwittingly transgressed several of the arbitrary rules established for the 
regulation of society. Now, it is well known, that a man may with more 
impunity be guilty of an actual breach either of real good breeding or of good 
morals, than appear ignorant of the most minute point of fashionable etiquette. 
Thus Cedric, who dried his hands with a towel, instead of suffering the moisture 
to exhale by waving them gracefully in the air, incurred more ridicule than his 
companion Athelstane, when he swallowed to his own single share the whole of 
a large pasty composed of the most exquisite foreign delicacies, and termed at 
that time a "Karum-Pie". When, however, it was discovered, by a serious cross- 
examination, that the Thane of Coningsburgh (or Franklin, as the Normans 
termed him) had no idea what he had been devouring, and that he had taken the 
contents of the Karum-pie for larks and pigeons, whereas they were in fact 
beccaficoes and nightingales, his ignorance brought him in for an ample share of 
the ridicule which would have been more justly bestowed on his gluttony. 


The long feast had at length its end; and, while the goblet circulated freely, 
men talked of the feats of the preceding tournament,--of the unknown victor in 
the archery games, of the Black Knight, whose self-denial had induced him to 
withdraw from the honours he had won,--and of the gallant Ivanhoe, who had so 


Thesaurus 
devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) liability. peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate. 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, intemperate: (adj) inordinate, surfeit: (n) overabundance, excess, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire. immoderate, dissipated, unbridled, repletion, satiety, plethora, overflow, 
exhale: (v) breathe, blow, emit, expire, extreme, disorderly, inclement, congestion; (v) cloy, gorge, satiate, 
evaporate, breathe out, respire, unruly, wild, undue, violent. pall. ANTONYMS: (n) shortage, 
smoke, steam, transpire, give off. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, temperate, need, necessity, deficit; (v) deplete. 
gluttony: (n) greediness, edacity, moderate. untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
voracity, rapacity, gula, esurience, nightingales: (n) genus Luscinia. unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
excess, hoggishness, avidity, pasty: (adj) pale, gluey, gummy, wan, uninstructed, uncultivated, unlicked, 
insatiability, debauchery. glutinous, doughy, bloodless, white, | unnurtured, unhatched, unfledged. 
impunity: (n) impune, come off, adhesive, sallow; (n, v) pie. ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, educated, 


freedom, immunity, permission, ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark. literate, economical. 
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dearly bought the honours of the day. The topics were treated with military 
frankness, and the jest and laugh went round the hall. The brow of Prince John 
alone was overclouded during these discussions; some overpowering care 
seemed agitating his mind, and it was only when he received occasional hints 
from his attendants, that he seemed to take interest in what was passing around 
him. On such occasions he would start up, quaff a cup of wine as if to raise his 
spirits, and then mingle in the conversation by some observation made abruptly 
or at random. 


"We drink this beaker," said he, "to the health of Wilfred of Ivanhoe, 
champion of this Passage of Arms, and grieve that his wound renders him absent 
from our board--Let all fill to the pledge, and especially Cedric of Rotherwood, 
the worthy father of a son so promising." 


"No, my lord," replied Cedric, standing up, and placing on the table his 
untasted cup, "I yield not the name of son to the disobedient youth, who at once 
despises my commands, and relinquishes the manners and customs of his 
fathers." 


"Tis impossible," cried Prince John, with well-feigned astonishment, "that so 
gallant a knight should be an unworthy or disobedient son!" 


"Yet, my lord," answered Cedric, "so it is with this Wilfred. He left my 
homely dwelling to mingle with the gay nobility of your brother's court, where 
he learned to do those tricks of horsemanship which you prize so highly. He left 
it contrary to my wish and command; and in the days of Alfred that would have 
been termed disobedience--ay, and a crime severely punishable." 


"Alas!" replied Prince John, with a deep sigh of affected sympathy, "since 
your son was a follower of my unhappy brother, it need not be enquired where 
or from whom he learned the lesson of filial disobedience." 


Thus spake Prince John, wilfully forgetting, that of all the sons of Henry the 
Second, though no one was free from the charge, he himself had been most 
distinguished for rebellion and ingratitude to his father. 


Thesaurus 

dearly: (adv) affectionately, preciously, grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, afflict, overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
darlingly, sweetly, petly, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, lament, oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, deplore, bemoan, fret, bewail. intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely. ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, devastating, uncontrollable, 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, encourage. depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, subtle, imperceptible, insignificant, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, thanklessness, ungratefulness, shallow, weak, faint, bland. 
bluffness, outspokenness, feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude. wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) mingle: (v) compound, combine, deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, headstrongly, consciously, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, commingle, associate, confuse, join, stubbornly, purposefully, 


evasiveness. intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part. persistently, on purpose. 
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"I think," said he, after a moment's pause, "that my brother proposed to 
confer upon his favourite the rich manor of Ivanhoe." 


"He did endow him with it," answered Cedric; "nor is it my least quarrel with 
my son, that he stooped to hold, as a feudal vassal, the very domains which his 
fathers possessed in free and independent right." 


"We shall then have your willing sanction, good Cedric," said Prince John, "to 
confer this fief upon a person whose dignity will not be diminished by holding 
land of the British crown. --Sir Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," he said, turning 
towards that Baron, "I trust you will so keep the goodly Barony of Ivanhoe, that 
Sir Wilfred shall not incur his father's farther displeasure by again entering upon 
that fief." 


"By St Anthony!" answered the black-brow'd giant, "I will consent that your 
highness shall hold me a Saxon, if either Cedric or Wilfred, or the best that ever 
bore English blood, shall wrench from me the gift with which your highness has 
graced me." 


"Whoever shall call thee Saxon, Sir Baron," replied Cedric, offended at a 
mode of expression by which the Normans frequently expressed their habitual 
contempt of the English, "will do thee an honour as great as it is undeserved." 


Front-de-Boeuf would have replied, but Prince John's petulance and levity 
got the start. 

"Assuredly," said be, "my lords, the noble Cedric speaks truth; and his race 
may claim precedence over us as much in the length of their pedigrees as in the 
longitude of their cloaks." 

"They go before us indeed in the field--as deer before dogs," said Malvoisin. 


"And with good right may they go before us--forget not," said the Prior 
Aymer, "the superior decency and decorum of their manners." 

"Their singular abstemiousness and temperance," said De Bracy, forgetting 
the plan which promised him a Saxon bride. 


Thesaurus 
abstemiousness: (n) temperance, unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
soberness, restraint, sobriety, impropriety, badness, nastiness. innovative. 
frugality, moderation, chastity, self- | endow: (v) invest, donate, give, clothe, incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, 
control, austerity. ANTONYM: (n) contribute, bless, supply, furnish, incite, begin, cause, encounter, 
indulgence. dower, empower; (n, v) vest. experience, obtain, suffer, receive. 
decency: (n) dignity, modesty, ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain. longitude: (n) line of longitude, 
decorum, kindness, morality, habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, meridian, span, great circle, date line, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, dateline, place. 
virtue, respectability, propriety. confirmed, accustomed, natural, speaks: (n) talks. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, commonplace, everyday, ordinary. vassal: (n) feudatory, liegeman, liege, 
offensiveness, corruption, ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, serf, helot, dependent, subject, liege 


immorality, wickedness, infrequent, mild, irregular, subject, follower, bondman, homager. 
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"Together with the courage and conduct," said Brian de Bois-Guilbert, "by 
which they distinguished themselves at Hastings and elsewhere." 


While, with smooth and smiling cheek, the courtiers, each in turn, followed 
their Prince's example, and aimed a shaft of ridicule at Cedric, the face of the 
Saxon became inflamed with passion, and he glanced his eyes fiercely from one 
to another, as if the quick succession of so many injuries had prevented his 
replying to them in turn; or, like a baited bull, who, surrounded by his 
tormentors, is at a loss to choose from among them the immediate object of his 
revenge. At length he spoke, in a voice half choked with passion; and, 
addressing himself to Prince John as the head and front of the offence which he 
had received, "Whatever," he said, "have been the follies and vices of our race, a 


Saxon would have been held 'nidering', 


(the most emphatic term for abject worthlessness,) "who should in his own 
hall, and while his own wine-cup passed, have treated, or suffered to be treated, 
an unoffending guest as your highness has this day beheld me used; and 
whatever was the misfortune of our fathers on the field of Hastings, those may at 
least be silent," here he looked at Front-de-Boeuf and the Templar, "who have 
within these few hours once and again lost saddle and stirrup before the lance of 
a Saxon." 

"By my faith, a biting jest!" said Prince John. "How like you it, sirs?--Our 
Saxon subjects rise in spirit and courage; become shrewd in wit, and bold in 
bearing, in these unsettled times --What say ye, my lords?--By this good light, I 
hold it best to take our galleys, and return to Normandy in time." 


"For fear of the Saxons?" said De Bracy, laughing; "we should need no 
weapon but our hunting spears to bring these boars to bay." 


"A truce with your raillery, Sir Knights," said Fitzurse;--"and it were well," he 
added, addressing the Prince, "that your highness should assure the worthy 
Cedric there is no insult intended him by jests, which must sound but harshly in 
the ear of a stranger." 


Thesaurus 
abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, low, raillery: (n) mockery, joke, irony, quiz, uninjured, uncontroversial, savoury. 
wretched, despicable, sordid, base, persiflage, derision, ridicule, ANTONYMS: (adj) offending, 
mean, vile; (n) ignominious, dirty. pleasantry, tease, jest, badinage. offensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, banter, unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) derision, undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
proud, dignified, commendable, mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) jeer. outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, respect; unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
galleys: (n) crank, treadmill, (v) approve; (n) approval, indefinite, undetermined. 
punishment. admiration. ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, unoffending: (adj) innocent, harmless, definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, innocuous, offenseless, blameless, constant, conclusive, certain, calmed, 


passionate, painful, burning; (n) red. innoxious, unharmed, unhurt, calm. 
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"Insult?" answered Prince John, resuming his courtesy of demeanour; "I trust 
it will not be thought that I could mean, or permit any, to be offered in my 
presence. Here! I fill my cup to Cedric himself, since he refuses to pledge his 
son's health." 


The cup went round amid the well-dissembled applause of the courtiers, 
which, however, failed to make the impression on the mind of the Saxon that had 
been designed. He was not naturally acute of perception, but those too much 
undervalued his understanding who deemed that this flattering compliment 
would obliterate the sense of the prior insult. He was silent, however, when the 
royal pledge again passed round, "To Sir Athelstane of Coningsburgh." 


The knight made his obeisance, and showed his sense of the honour by 
draining a huge goblet in answer to it. 


"And now, sirs," said Prince John, who began to be warmed with the wine 
which he had drank, "having done justice to our Saxon guests, we will pray of 
them some requital to our courtesy. --Worthy Thane," he continued, addressing 
Cedric, "may we pray you to name to us some Norman whose mention may least 
sully your mouth, and to wash down with a goblet of wine all bitterness which 
the sound may leave behind it?" 


Fitzurse arose while Prince John spoke, and gliding behind the seat of the 
Saxon, whispered to him not to omit the opportunity of putting an end to 
unkindness betwixt the two races, by naming Prince John. The Saxon replied 
not to this politic insinuation, but, rising up, and filling his cup to the brim, be 
addressed Prince John in these words: "Your highness has required that I should 
name a Norman deserving to be remembered at our banquet. This, perchance, is 
a hard task, since it calls on the slave to sing the praises of the master--upon the 
vanquished, while pressed by all the evils of conquest, to sing the praises of the 
conqueror. Yet I will name a Norman--the first in arms and in place--the best 
and the noblest of his race. And the lips that shall refuse to pledge me to his 
well-earned fame, I term false and dishonoured, and will so maintain them with 
my life.--I quaff this goblet to the health of Richard the Lion-hearted!" 


Thesaurus 
demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, sarcasm, attribution, imputation. contaminate, smear, pollute, corrupt, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, purify, clean, cleanse, dignify. 
correctitude, carriage, attitude. kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) | unkindness: (n) heartlessness, 
evils: (n) mala. abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, callousness, thoughtlessness, 
gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, build, protect, engrave, insert. inconsideration, inconsiderateness, 
labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, requital: (n) amends, recompense, diskindness, insensitivity, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv) retribution, reprisal, return, reward, unpleasantness, unfriendliness, 
glidingly. repayment, payment, reckoning, pay; unkindliness, insensitiveness. 
insinuation: (n) hint, innuendo, (n, v) guerdon. ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
suggestion, implication, reference, sully: (n, v) foul, defile, dirty; (adj, n, v) diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, 


intimation, accusation, indication, soil; (adj, v) tarnish; (v) besmirch, thoughtfulness. 
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Prince John, who had expected that his own name would have closed the 
Saxon's speech, started when that of his injured brother was so unexpectedly 
introduced. He raised mechanically the wine-cup to his lips, then instantly set it 
down, to view the demeanour of the company at this unexpected proposal, 
which many of them felt it as unsafe to oppose as to comply with. Some of them, 
ancient and experienced courtiers, closely imitated the example of the Prince 
himself, raising the goblet to their lips, and again replacing it before them. There 
were many who, with a more generous feeling, exclaimed, "Long live King 
Richard! and may he be speedily restored to us!" And some few, among whom 
were Front-de-Boeuf and the Templar, in sullen disdain suffered their goblets to 
stand untasted before them. But no man ventured directly to gainsay a pledge 
filled to the health of the reigning monarch. 


Having enjoyed his triumph for about a minute, Cedric said to his companion, 
"Up, noble Athelstane! we have remained here long enough, since we have 
requited the hospitable courtesy of Prince John's banquet. Those who wish to 
know further of our rude Saxon manners must henceforth seek us in the homes 
of our fathers, since we have seen enough of royal banquets, and enough of 
Norman courtesy." 


So saying, he arose and left the banqueting room, followed by Athelstane, 
and by several other guests, who, partaking of the Saxon lineage, held 
themselves insulted by the sarcasms of Prince John and his courtiers. 


"By the bones of St Thomas," said Prince John, as they retreated, "the Saxon 
churls have borne off the best of the day, and have retreated with triumph!" 


"Conclamatum est, poculatum est'," said Prior Aymer; "we have drunk and 
we have shouted,--it were time we left our wine flagons." 


"The monk hath some fair penitent to shrive to-night, that he is in such a 
hurry to depart," said De Bracy. 


"Not so, Sir Knight," replied the Abbot; "but I must move several miles 
forward this evening upon my homeward journey." 


Thesaurus 


gainsay: (v) disavow, negate, lineage: (adj, n) pedigree; (n, v) family, controlling, royal, dominant, 


contradict, deny, refute, controvert, 
disclaim, impugn, oppose, contest, 
contravene. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 
correspond. 

hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive, 
gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, 
convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to 
enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, 
sinister, hostile. 

imitated: (adj) mimical. 


house; (n) descent, extraction, 
ancestry, birth, stock, line, origin; 
(adj, n, v) genealogy. 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful. 

reigning: (adj) regnant, predominant, 
overruling, reign, sovereign, 


ascendant, prevalent, chief. 

shrive: (v) confess, absolve, repair, 
ransom, redeem, purge, reclaim, 
stand in a white sheet, profess, 
acknowledge, administer holy 
penance. 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; (1) 
cheeriness. 
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"They are breaking up," said the Prince in a whisper to Fitzurse; "their fears 
anticipate the event, and this coward Prior is the first to shrink from me." 


"Fear not, my lord," said Waldemar; "I will show him such reasons as shall 
induce him to join us when we hold our meeting at York. --Sir Prior," he said, "I 
must speak with you in private, before you mount your palfrey." 


The other guests were now fast dispersing, with the exception of those 
immediately attached to, Prince John's faction, and his retinue. 


"This, then, is the result of your advice," said the Prince, turning an angry 
countenance upon Fitzurse; "that I should be bearded at my own board by a 
drunken Saxon churl, and that, on the mere sound of my brother's name, men 
should fall off from me as if I had the leprosy?" 


"Have patience, sir," replied his counsellor; "I might retort your accusation, 
and blame the inconsiderate levity which foiled my design, and misled your 
own better judgment. But this is no time for recrimination. De Bracy and I will 
instantly go among these shuffling cowards, and convince them they have gone 
too far to recede." 


"It will be in vain," said Prince John, pacing the apartment with disordered 
steps, and expressing himself with an agitation to which the wine he had drank 
partly contributed--"It will be in vain--they have seen the handwriting on the 
wall--they have marked the paw of the lion in the sand--they have heard his 
approaching roar shake the wood--nothing will reanimate their courage." 


"Would to God," said Fitzurse to De Bracy, "that aught could reanimate his 
own! His brother's very name is an ague to him. Unhappy are the counsellors of 
a Prince, who wants fortitude and perseverance alike in good and in evil!" 


Thesaurus 

ague: (n) acute, symptom, sickness, fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, grit, (adj, v) refresh. 
malady, illness, malaria, paludism, pluck, backbone, determination, recrimination: (n) accusation, 
swamp fever, chills and fever; (adj) tenacity, firmness, strength; (adj, n) incrimination, accrimination, accusal, 
appendicitis, angina pectoris. guts, spunk. ANTONYMS: (n) blame. 

disordered: (adj) chaotic, upset, sick, cowardice, frailty, impatience. retort: (n, v) answer, return, riposte; 
disorganized, broken, incoherent, misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, (n) response, rejoinder, repartee, 
deranged, messy, disjointed, bewildered, confused, erroneous, comeback; (v) respond, repay, rejoin, 
disconnected, ill. ANTONYMS: (adj) mistaken, misleading, misdirected, alembic. 
neat, ordered, organized, arranged, led astray, incorrect. shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 
quiet, regulated, systematic, reanimate: (v) revive, invigorate, shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 
systematized, straightforward, tidy. enliven, regenerate, revivify, quicken, evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 


drank: (v) absorb. animate, renew, restore, resurrect; laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication. 
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CHAPTER XV 


And yet he thinks--ha, ha, ha, ha,-- 
He thinks I am the tool and servant of his will. 
Well, let it be; through all the maze of trouble 
His plots and base oppression must create, 
I'll shape myself a way to higher things, 
And who will say ‘tis wrong? 
Basil, a Tragedy 


No spider ever took more pains to repair the shattered meshes of his web, 
than did Waldemar Fitzurse to reunite and combine the scattered members of 
Prince John's cabal. Few of these were attached to him from inclination, and 
none from personal regard. It was therefore necessary, that Fitzurse should open 
to them new prospects of advantage, and remind them of those which they at 
present enjoyed. To the young and wild nobles, he held out the prospect of 
unpunished license and uncontrolled revelry; to the ambitious, that of power, 
and to the covetous, that of increased wealth and extended domains. The leaders 
of the mercenaries received a donation in gold; an argument the most persuasive 
to their minds, and without which all others would have proved in vain. 
Promises were still more liberally distributed than money by this active agent; 
and, in fine, nothing was left undone that could determine the wavering, or 
animate the disheartened. The return of King Richard he spoke of as an event 


Thesaurus 
cabal: (n) scheme, junto, faction, downcast, down, low, daunted. merge, meet, gather, rejoin, integrate, 
conspiracy, plot, intrigue, ring, ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, rally, conciliate, assemble. 
camarilla; (v) conspire, machinate, enthusiastic, happy, positive, ANTONYM: (v) split. 
complot. hopeful. unpunished: (adj) impune. 
covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, members: (n) convention, personnel. wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (n) 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, mercenaries: (n) armed force, band of fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation; 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; (adj, soldiers. (adj) irresolute, indecisive, 
v) sordid, mercenary. ANTONYMS: meshes: (n) cobweb, mouse trap, toils, undecided, hesitant, uncertain, 
(adj) giving, benevolent, sharing. maze; (adj) awkwardness, knot, variable, changeable. ANTONYMS: 
disheartened: (adj) dejected, Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish card (adj) decided, constant, resolute, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, to play. stable, decisive; (n) resolution, 


demoralized, disappointed, sad, reunite: (v) reunify, unify, unite, stability. 
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altogether beyond the reach of probability; yet, when he observed, from the 
doubtful looks and uncertain answers which he received, that this was the 
apprehension by which the minds of his accomplices were most haunted, he 
boldly treated that event, should it really take place, as one which ought not to 
alter their political calculations. 


"If Richard returns," said Fitzurse, "he returns to enrich his needy and 
impoverished crusaders at the expense of those who did not follow him to the 
Holy Land. He returns to call to a fearful reckoning, those who, during his 
absence, have done aught that can be construed offence or encroachment upon 
either the laws of the land or the privileges of the crown. He returns to avenge 
upon the Orders of the Temple and the Hospital, the preference which they 
showed to Philip of France during the wars in the Holy Land. He returns, in fine, 
to punish as a rebel every adherent of his brother Prince John. Are ye afraid of 
his power?" continued the artful confident of that Prince, "we acknowledge him 
a strong and valiant knight; but these are not the days of King Arthur, when a 
champion could encounter an army. If Richard indeed comes back, it must be 
alone,--unfollowed--unfriended. The bones of his gallant army have whitened 
the sands of Palestine. The few of his followers who have returned have 
straggled hither like this Wilfred of Ivanhoe, beggared and broken men.--And 
what talk ye of Richard's right of birth?" he proceeded, in answer to those who 
objected scruples on that head. "Is Richard's title of primogeniture more 
decidedly certain than that of Duke Robert of Normandy, the Conqueror's eldest 
son? And yet William the Red, and Henry, his second and third brothers, were 
successively preferred to him by the voice of the nation, Robert had every merit 
which can be pleaded for Richard; he was a bold knight, a good leader, generous 
to his friends and to the church, and, to crown the whole, a crusader and a 
conqueror of the Holy Sepulchre; and yet he died a blind and miserable prisoner 
in the Castle of Cardiff, because he opposed himself to the will of the people, 
who chose that he should not rule over them. It is our right," he said, "to choose 
from the blood royal the prince who is best qualified to hold the supreme power 
--that is," said he, correcting himself, "him whose election will best promote the 
interests of the nobility. In personal qualifications," he added, "it was possible 


Thesaurus 
adherent: (n) follower, partisan, avenge: (v) revenge, punish, retaliate, crusader: (n) abolitionist, fighter, 
believer, fan, devotee, votary, wreak, vindicate, repay, get even, campaigner, champion, reformist, 
supporter, ally, backer; (adj) sticky, penalize, requite, vengeance, venge. | emancipationist, utopian, hippie, 
tacky. ANTONYMS: (n) opponent, ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, overlook, rebel, radical, protester. 
skeptic, detractor. tolerate, pardon. primogeniture: (n) lineage, line, 
answers: (n) replies; (adj) answering. beggared: (adj) strapped, poverty- ultimogeniture, straight descent, 
artful: (adj) crafty, cunning, scheming, stricken, destitute, poor, needy, sonship, primogenitive, heritage, 
wily, shrewd, insidious, designing, broke, bereft, beggarly, inheritance; (adj) eldership, seniority. 
sly, adroit, subtle, disingenuous. impoverished. whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) artless, unskillful, correcting: (n) amendment, correction, Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
inept, ingenuous, unskilled, open, rectification, adjustment, make white, snowy, unsullied, ashen, 


straight. compensation, reading. benevolent. 
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that Prince John might be inferior to his brother Richard; but when it was 
considered that the latter returned with the sword of vengeance in his hand, 
while the former held out rewards, immunities, privileges, wealth, and honours, 
it could not be doubted which was the king whom in wisdom the nobility were 
called on to support." 


These, and many more arguments, some adapted to the peculiar 
circumstances of those whom he addressed, had the expected weight with the 
nobles of Prince John's faction. Most of them consented to attend the proposed 
meeting at York, for the purpose of making general arrangements for placing the 
crown upon the head of Prince John. 


It was late at night, when, worn out and exhausted with his various exertions, 
however gratified with the result, Fitzurse, returning to the Castle of Ashby, met 
with De Bracy, who had exchanged his banqueting garments for a short green 
kittle, with hose of the same cloth and colour, a leathern cap or head-piece, a 
short sword, a horn slung over his shoulder, a long bow in his hand, and a 
bundle of arrows stuck in his belt. Had Fitzurse met this figure in an outer 
apartment, he would have passed him without notice, as one of the yeomen of 
the guard; but finding him in the inner hall, he looked at him with more 
attention, and recognised the Norman knight in the dress of an English yeoman. 


"What mummery is this, De Bracy?" said Fitzurse, somewhat angrily; "is this 
a time for Christmas gambols and quaint maskings, when the fate of our master, 
Prince John, is on the very verge of decision? Why hast thou not been, like me, 
among these heartless cravens, whom the very name of King Richard terrifies, as 
it is said to do the children of the Saracens?" 


"I have been attending to mine own business," answered De Bracy calmly, "as 
you, Fitzurse, have been minding yours." 


"I minding mine own business!" echoed Waldemar; "I have been engaged in 
that of Prince John, our joint patron." 


"As if thou hadst any other reason for that, Waldemar," said De Bracy, "than 
the promotion of thine own individual interest? Come, Fitzurse, we know each 


Thesaurus 


doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. 

gambols: (n) behave, play, frolic, 
employment, disport, act, action, 
amusement. 

heartless: (adj) hardhearted, ruthless, 
cruel, pitiless, obdurate, merciless, 
unfeeling, unkind, stony, insensitive, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
caring, hearted, warmhearted, 
compassionate, softhearted, merciful, 
sympathetic, concerned, flattering, 
generous. 


hose: (n) stocking, pipe, tights, 
hosepipe, hosiery, fire hose, airline, 
trunk hose; (v) water, cheat; (n, v) 
wash. 

immunities: (n) freedom, franchises, 
facility, ease, generosity. 

kittle: (adj) ticklish, troublesome, 
kittlish. 

minding: (adj) intent. 

mummery: (adj) tomfoolery, vagary; 
(n) flummery, pleasantry, nonsense, 
nonsensicality, masque, false colors, 


sport, joke, escapade. 

quaint: (adj) odd, funny, picturesque, 
comical, fanciful, curious, whimsical, 
strange, queer, peculiar, droll. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
ordinary, dull. 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance. 
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other--ambition is thy pursuit, pleasure is mine, and they become our different 
ages. Of Prince John thou thinkest as I do; that he is too weak to be a determined 
monarch, too tyrannical to be an easy monarch, too insolent and presumptuous 
to be a popular monarch, and too fickle and timid to be long a monarch of any 
kind. But he is a monarch by whom Fitzurse and De Bracy hope to rise and 
thrive; and therefore you aid him with your policy, and I with the lances of my 
Free Companions." 


"A hopeful auxiliary," said Fitzurse impatiently; "playing the fool in the very 
moment of utter necessity.--What on earth dost thou purpose by this absurd 
disguise at a moment so urgent?" 


"To get me a wife," answered De Bracy coolly, "after the manner of the tribe 
of Benjamin." 


"The tribe of Benjamin?" said Fitzurse; "I comprehend thee not." 


"Wert thou not in presence yester-even," said De Bracy, "when we heard the 
Prior Aymer tell us a tale in reply to the romance which was sung by the 
Minstrel?--He told how, long since in Palestine, a deadly feud arose between the 
tribe of Benjamin and the rest of the Israelitish nation; and how they cut to pieces 
well-nigh all the chivalry of that tribe; and how they swore by our blessed Lady, 
that they would not permit those who remained to marry in their lineage; and 
how they became grieved for their vow, and sent to consult his holiness the 
Pope how they might be absolved from it; and how, by the advice of the Holy 
Father, the youth of the tribe of Benjamin carried off from a superb tournament 
all the ladies who were there present, and thus won them wives without the 
consent either of their brides or their brides' families." 


"I have heard the story," said Fitzurse, "though either the Prior or thou has 
made some singular alterations in date and circumstances." 


"I tell thee," said De Bracy, "that I mean to purvey me a wife after the fashion 
of the tribe of Benjamin; which is as much as to say, that in this same equipment I 
will fall upon that herd of Saxon bullocks, who have this night left the castle, and 
carry off from them the lovely Rowena." 


Thesaurus 
absolved: (adj) exculpated, exempt, ANTONYMS: (adj) untiring, stable, unholiness. 
exonerated, cleared, vindicated, unchanging, consistent, constant, purvey: (v) cater, furnish, provide, 
guiltless; (v) quit. dependable, predictable, placid, victual, supply, find, store, render, 
feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood loyal, faithful. accommodate, deliver, get. 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; (n, grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; (v) sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, bashful, nervous, frightened, 
battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; (n) affected, brokenhearted. apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
peace, harmony, accord. holiness: (n) sanctity, godliness, piety, cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
fickle: (adj, v) erratic, skittish; (adj) religion, righteousness, goodness, ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
volatile, capricious, mercurial, devotion, divinity, faithfulness, confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
mobile, variable, inconsistent, halidom; (adj, n) religiousness. forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 


shifting, giddy, inconstant. ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, brash, talkative. 
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"Art thou mad, De Bracy?" said Fitzurse. "Bethink thee that, though the men 
be Saxons, they are rich and powerful, and regarded with the more respect by 
their countrymen, that wealth and honour are but the lot of few of Saxon 
descent." 


"And should belong to none," said De Bracy; "the work of the Conquest 
should be completed." 


"This is no time for it at least," said Fitzurse "the approaching crisis renders 
the favour of the multitude indispensable, and Prince John cannot refuse justice 
to any one who injures their favourites." 


"Let him grant it, if he dare," said De Bracy; "he will soon see the difference 
betwixt the support of such a lusty lot of spears as mine, and that of a heartless 
mob of Saxon churls. Yet I mean no immediate discovery of myself. Seem I not 
in this garb as bold a forester as ever blew horn? The blame of the violence shall 
rest with the outlaws of the Yorkshire forests. I have sure spies on the Saxon's 
motions--To-night they sleep in the convent of Saint Wittol, or Withold, or 
whatever they call that churl of a Saxon Saint at Burton-on-Trent. Next day's 
march brings them within our reach, and, falcon-ways, we swoop on them at 
once. Presently after I will appear in mine own shape, play the courteous knight, 
rescue the unfortunate and afflicted fair one from the hands of the rude 
ravishers, conduct her to Front-de-Boeuf's Castle, or to Normandy, if it should be 
necessary, and produce her not again to her kindred until she be the bride and 
dame of Maurice de Bracy." 


"A marvellously sage plan," said Fitzurse, "and, as I think, not entirely of 
thine own device.--Come, be frank, De Bracy, who aided thee in the invention? 
and who is to assist in the execution? for, as I think, thine own band lies as far of 
as York." 


"Marry, if thou must needs know," said De Bracy, "it was the Templar Brian 
de Bois-Guilbert that shaped out the enterprise, which the adventure of the men 
of Benjamin suggested to me. He is to aid me in the onslaught, and he and his 
followers will personate the outlaws, from whom my valorous arm is, after 
changing my garb, to rescue the lady." 


Thesaurus 
afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, tremendously, tally. mock, embody. 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, sage: (adj) sagacious, discerning, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, host, throng, concourse, mob, masses, intelligent, prudent, judicious, 
displeased. mass, herd, swarm. ANTONYM: (n) learned, profound, knowing; (adj, v) 
lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, trickle. grave; (n) philosopher, scholar. 
corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, onslaught: (n) attack, onset, charge, swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. invasion, offensive, barrage, clutch, wrench; (n) descent, slide, 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble. bombardment, incursion, onrush, dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge. 
marvellously: (adv) wondrously, blitz, attempt. ANTONYMS: (n) valorous: (adj) valiant, courageous, 
wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, defense, retreat. brave, fearless, intrepid, gallant, bold, 


fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, personate: (v) act, mimic, perform, do, stout, heroic, undaunted, game. 
phenomenally, gloriously, play, personify, pose, simulate, ape, . ANTONYM: (adj) cowardly. 
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"By my halidome," said Fitzurse, "the plan was worthy of your united 
wisdom! and thy prudence, De Bracy, is most especially manifested in the project 
of leaving the lady in the hands of thy worthy confederate. Thou mayst, I think, 
succeed in taking her from her Saxon friends, but how thou wilt rescue her 
afterwards from the clutches of Bois-Guilbert seems considerably more doubtful- 
-He is a falcon well accustomed to pounce on a partridge, and to hold his prey 
fast." 


"He is a Templar," said De Bracy, "and cannot therefore rival me in my plan 
of wedding this heiress;--and to attempt aught dishonourable against the 
intended bride of De Bracy--By Heaven! were he a whole Chapter of his Order in 
his single person, he dared not do me such an injury!" 


"Then since nought that I can say," said Fitzurse, "will put this folly from thy 
imagination, (for well I know the obstinacy of thy disposition,) at least waste as 
little time as possible--let not thy folly be lasting as well as untimely." 


"I tell thee," answered De Bracy, "that it will be the work of a few hours, and I 
shall be at York--at the head of my daring and valorous fellows, as ready to 
support any bold design as thy policy can be to form one.--But I hear my 
comrades assembling, and the steeds stamping and neighing in the outer court. -- 
Farewell.--I go, like a true knight, to win the smiles of beauty." 


"Like a true knight?" repeated Fitzurse, looking after him; "like a fool, I 
should say, or like a child, who will leave the most serious and needful 
occupation, to chase the down of the thistle that drives past him.--But it is with 
such tools that I must work;--and for whose advantage?--For that of a Prince as 
unwise as he is profligate, and as likely to be an ungrateful master as he has 
already proved a rebellious son and an unnatural brother. --But he--he, too, is but 
one of the tools with which I labour; and, proud as he is, should he presume to 
separate his interest from mine, this is a secret which he shall soon learn." 


The meditations of the statesman were here interrupted by the voice of the 
Prince from an interior apartment, calling out, "Noble Waldemar Fitzurse!" and, 
with bonnet doffed, the future Chancellor (for to such high preferment did the 
wily Norman aspire) hastened to receive the orders of the future sovereign. 


Thesaurus 
aspire: (v) aim, lust, hanker, crave, dishonourable: (adj) base, disgraceful, attack, seize; (n, v) jump. 
plan, hope, want, rise, purpose, wish, shabby, dishonest, sordid, preferment: (n) advancement, 
long. ANTONYM: (v) wallow. discreditable, ignoble, shameful, elevation, priority, preference, 
clutches: (n) clasp, grip, grasp, hold, crooked, opprobrious, black. consecration, induction, institution, 
clench, seizing, custody, talons; (v) meditations: (n) contemplation, ordination, holy orders, translation; 
vice, tongs, pliers. consideration, cogitation. (n, v) promotion. ANTONYM: (n) 
confederate: (n) accomplice, accessory, partridge: (n) grouse, bobwhite, demotion. 
partner, collaborator, colleague, bobwhite quail, wildfowl, phasianid, thistle: (adj) porcupine, beard, 
assistant; (n, v) ally, auxiliary; (adj) quail, game bird, tinamou, ruffed hedgehog, feather, mote, chevaux de 
allied; (v) league, conspire. grouse. frise, dust, down, brier; (n) nodding 
ANTONYMS: (n) opponent, foe, pounce: (n) talon; (v) leap, bound, thistle, carline thistle. 


enemy, adversary. dive, descend, swoop, stoop, charge, 
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CHAPTER XVI 


Far in a wild, unknown to public view, 
From youth to age a reverend hermit grew; 
The moss his bed, the cave his humble cell, 
His food the fruits, his drink the crystal well 
Remote from man, with God he pass'd his days, 
Prayer all his business-all his pleasure praise. 
Parnell 


The reader cannot have forgotten that the event of the tournament was 
decided by the exertions of an unknown knight, whom, on account of the passive 
and indifferent conduct which he had manifested on the former part of the day, 
the spectators had entitled, "Le Noir Faineant". This knight had left the field 
abruptly when the victory was achieved; and when he was called upon to receive 
the reward of his valour, he was nowhere to be found. In the meantime, while 
summoned by heralds and by trumpets, the knight was holding his course 
northward, avoiding all frequented paths, and taking the shortest road through 
the woodlands. He paused for the night at a small hostelry lying out of the 
ordinary route, where, however, he obtained from a wandering minstrel news of 
the event of the tourney. 


On the next morning the knight departed early, with the intention of making 
a long journey; the condition of his horse, which he had carefully spared during 


Thesaurus 
departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, fervent, keen, obsessive, energetic, parson, rector, vicar, pastor, priest, 
former, bypast, defunct, past, left; eager, involved, surprised, minister, churchman, (adj) 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. exceptional, concerned, shocked. respectable, honourable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive. moss: (n) lichen, marsh, bog, morass, shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 
fruits: (n) revenue. marish, fen, bryophyte, quagmire, choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
hostelry: (n) inn, lodge, tavern, hotel, swamp, Bryace; (adj) byssus. least, irascible, lowest, most direct. 
khan, caravansary, pub, public northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
house, saloon, imaret, club. northbound; (adv) northerly, erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
indifferent: (adj) apathetic, impassive, northwards, in the north, to the (adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
cold, cool, callous, fair, insensible, north. unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
unconcerned, careless, dull, average. obtained: (adj) fulfilled, derivative. ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, reverend: (n) preacher, clergyman, woodlands: (n) country. 
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the preceding morning, being such as enabled him to travel far without the 
necessity of much repose. Yet his purpose was baffled by the devious paths 
through which he rode, so that when evening closed upon him, he only found 
himself on the frontiers of the West Riding of Yorkshire. By this time both horse 
and man required refreshment, and it became necessary, moreover, to look out 
for some place in which they might spend the night, which was now fast 
approaching. 


The place where the traveller found himself seemed unpropitious for 
obtaining either shelter or refreshment, and he was likely to be reduced to the 
usual expedient of knights-errant, who, on such occasions, turned their horses to 
graze, and laid themselves down to meditate on their lady-mistress, with an oak- 
tree for a canopy. But the Black Knight either had no mistress to meditate upon, 
or, being as indifferent in love as he seemed to be in war, was not sufficiently 
occupied by passionate reflections upon her beauty and cruelty, to be able to 
parry the effects of fatigue and hunger, and suffer love to act as a substitute for 
the solid comforts of a bed and supper. He felt dissatisfied, therefore, when, 
looking around, he found himself deeply involved in woods, through which 
indeed there were many open glades, and some paths, but such as seemed only 
formed by the numerous herds of cattle which grazed in the forest, or by the 
animals of chase, and the hunters who made prey of them. 


The sun, by which the knight had chiefly directed his course, had now sunk 
behind the Derbyshire hills on his left, and every effort which he might make to 
pursue his journey was as likely to lead him out of his road as to advance him on 
his route. After having in vain endeavoured to select the most beaten path, in 
hopes it might lead to the cottage of some herdsman, or the silvan lodge of a 
forester, and having repeatedly found himself totally unable to determine on a 
choice, the knight resolved to trust to the sagacity of his horse; experience having, 
on former occasions, made him acquainted with the wonderful talent possessed 
by these animals for extricating themselves and their riders on such emergencies. 


The good steed, grievously fatigued with so long a day's journey under a 
rider cased in mail, had no sooner found, by the slackened reins, that he was 


Thesaurus 
fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, mortally, mournfully, heinously, avoid, deflect, duck, hedge, block, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn weightily; (adj, adv) painfully, circumvent, elude; (n, v) counter. 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. bitterly. sagacity: (n, v) discernment, judgment, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, | herdsman: (n) herder, drover, penetration; (n) judiciousness, sense, 
lively, energized, energetic. shepherd, goatherd, cad, gillie, prudence, gumption, acumen, 
graze: (n, v) browse, scrape, touch; (v) | herdman, pastoral, herd, cowherd, perspicacity; (adj, n) discretion, 
rub, chafe, eat, shave, brush, crop, stockman. wisdom. ANTONYM: (n) foolishness. 
crease; (n) cut. ANTONYM: (v) meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) contemplate, slackened: (adj) leisurely. 
smooth. consider, cogitate, reflect, speculate, unpropitious: (adj) inauspicious, 
grazed: (adj) hurt. wonder, ruminate, ponder, think, adverse, unlucky, unfavorable, 
grievously: (adv) seriously, heavily, bethink. inopportune, evil, sinister, disastrous, 


sorrowfully, gravely, severely, parry: (v) evade, dodge, fend off, infelicitous; (adj, v) cross, hostile. 
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abandoned to his own guidance, than he seemed to assume new strength and 
spirit; and whereas, formerly he had scarce replied to the spur, otherwise than by 
a groan, he now, as if proud of the confidence reposed in him, pricked up his 
ears, and assumed, of his own accord, a more lively motion. The path which the 
animal adopted rather turned off from the course pursued by the knight during 
the day; but as the horse seemed confident in his choice, the rider abandoned 
himself to his discretion. 


He was justified by the event; for the footpath soon after appeared a little 
wider and more worn, and the tinkle of a small bell gave the knight to 
understand that he was in the vicinity of some chapel or hermitage. 


Accordingly, he soon reached an open plat of turf, on the opposite side of 
which, a rock, rising abruptly from a gently sloping plain, offered its grey and 
weatherbeaten front to the traveller. Ivy mantled its sides in some places, and in 
others oaks and holly bushes, whose roots found nourishment in the cliffs of the 
crag, waved over the precipices below, like the plumage of the warrior over his 
steel helmet, giving grace to that whose chief expression was terror. At the 
bottom of the rock, and leaning, as it were, against it, was constructed a rude hut, 
built chiefly of the trunks of trees felled in the neighbouring forest, and secured 
against the weather by having its crevices stuffed with moss mingled with clay. 
The stem of a young fir-tree lopped of its branches, with a piece of wood tied 
across near the top, was planted upright by the door, as a rude emblem of the 
holy cross. At a little distance on the right hand, a fountain of the purest water 
trickled out of the rock, and was received in a hollow stone, which labour had 
formed into a rustic basin. Escaping from thence, the stream murmured down 
the descent by a channel which its course had long worn, and so wandered 
through the little plain to lose itself in the neighbouring wood. 


Beside this fountain were the ruins of a very small chapel, of which the roof 
had partly fallen in. The building, when entire, had never been above sixteen 
feet long by twelve feet in breadth, and the roof, low in proportion, rested upon 
four concentric arches which sprung from the four corners of the building, each 
supported upon a short and heavy pillar. The ribs of two of these arches 


Thesaurus 


mantled: (adj) clothed, cloaked, 
covered, absorbed, clad, disguised, 


concentric: (adj) homocentric, 
unrelieved, coaxial, axial, focal, 


rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 


azygous, umbilical. 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint. 

hermitage: (n) alcove, bower, grotto, 
greenhouse, arbor, retreat, cloister, 
seclusion, safe house, ivory tower; 
(adj) cell. 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated. 


engrossed, intent, wrapped, 
enwrapped. 

nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, 
meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, 
repast, sustenance, edible, fuel. 

plat: (n, v) plait, plot; (v) braid, 
diagram, mat, twill; (n) plan, chart, 
lot, model, contrivance. 

ribs: (n) dinner, chest, bosom. 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 


countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) town, 
urbane, cultured, city, sophisticated. 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of. 

tinkle: (n, v) clink, tink, ting, ring, 
chink, chime, clank, buzz; (n) sound, 
clang; (v) peal. 

weatherbeaten: (adj) footsore. 
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remained, though the roof had fallen down betwixt them; over the others it 
remained entire. The entrance to this ancient place of devotion was under a very 
low round arch, ornamented by several courses of that zig-zag moulding, 
resembling shark's teeth, which appears so often in the more ancient Saxon 
architecture. A belfry rose above the porch on four small pillars, within which 
hung the green and weatherbeaten bell, the feeble sounds of which had been 
some time before heard by the Black Knight. 


The whole peaceful and quiet scene lay glimmering in twilight before the 
eyes of the traveller, giving him good assurance of lodging for the night; since it 
was a special duty of those hermits who dwelt in the woods, to exercise 
hospitality towards benighted or bewildered passengers. 


Accordingly, the knight took no time to consider minutely the particulars 
which we have detailed, but thanking Saint Julian (the patron of travellers) who 
had sent him good harbourage, he leaped from his horse and assailed the door of 
the hermitage with the butt of his lance, in order to arouse attention and gain 
admittance. 


It was some time before he obtained any answer, and the reply, when made, 
was unpropitious. 


"Pass on, whosoever thou art," was the answer given by a deep hoarse voice 
from within the hut, "and disturb not the servant of God and St Dunstan in his 
evening devotions." 


"Worthy father," answered the knight, "here is a poor wanderer bewildered in 
these woods, who gives thee the opportunity of exercising thy charity and 
hospitality." 

"Good brother," replied the inhabitant of the hermitage, "it has pleased Our 
Lady and St Dunstan to destine me for the object of those virtues, instead of the 
exercise thereof. I have no provisions here which even a dog would share with 
me, and a horse of any tenderness of nurture would despise my couch--pass 
therefore on thy way, and God speed thee." 


Thesaurus 
belfry: (n) apse, room, bell tower, accommodation, housing, hostel, grow, nourish, care, maintain, 
head, pinnacle, belltower. residence, quarter, home, lodgement, educate, nurse; (n) education, 
benighted: (adj) belated, dark, address, hospice. breeding. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
unenlightened, illiterate, uneducated, minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, neglect. 
unknowing, black, gloomy, closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, porch: (n) lobby, hall, vestibule, 
unpunctual, nighted. infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, veranda, door, entrance, deck, 
destine: (v) mean, intend, doom, exactly, microscopically. gallery, portico, balcony, inlet. 
designate, determine, devote, moulding: (n, v) molding; (n) mold, thanking: (n) curtain call, 
appoint, fate, ordain, specify, modeling, mould, cast, modelling, appreciation, acknowledgement, 
condemn. bandelette, clay sculpture, blessing. 
dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. cheoplasty, beadwork, beading. whosoever: (pron) whoever, whatever, 


lodging: (n) abode, apartment, nurture: (v) foster, cherish, bring up, anything that, whatsoever, whatso. 
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"But how," replied the knight, "is it possible for me to find my way through 
such a wood as this, when darkness is coming on? I pray you, reverend father as 
you are a Christian, to undo your door, and at least point out to me my road." 


"And I pray you, good Christian brother," replied the anchorite, "to disturb 
me no more. You have already interrupted one 'pater', two 'aves', and a 'credo’, 
which I, miserable sinner that I am, should, according to my vow, have said 
before moonrise." 


"The road--the road!" vociferated the knight, "give me directions for the road, 
if I am to expect no more from thee." 


"The road," replied the hermit, "is easy to hit. The path from the wood leads 
to a morass, and from thence to a ford, which, as the rains have abated, may now 
be passable. When thou hast crossed the ford, thou wilt take care of thy footing 
up the left bank, as it is somewhat precipitous; and the path, which hangs over 
the river, has lately, as I learn, (for I seldom leave the duties of my chapel,) given 
way in sundry places. Thou wilt then keep straight forward--" 


"A broken path--a precipice--a ford, and a morass!" said the knight 
interrupting him,--"Sir Hermit, if you were the holiest that ever wore beard or 
told bead, you shall scarce prevail on me to hold this road to-night. I tell thee, 
that thou, who livest by the charity of the country--ill deserved, as I doubt it is -- 
hast no right to refuse shelter to the wayfarer when in distress. Either open the 
door quickly, or, by the rood, I will beat it down and make entry for myself." 


"Friend wayfarer," replied the hermit, "be not importunate; if thou puttest me 
to use the carnal weapon in mine own defence, it will be e'en the worse for you." 


At this moment a distant noise of barking and growling, which the traveller 
had for some time heard, became extremely loud and furious, and made the 
knight suppose that the hermit, alarmed by his threat of making forcible entry, 
had called the dogs who made this clamour to aid him in his defence, out of 
some inner recess in which they had been kennelled. Incensed at this 
preparation on the hermit's part for making good his inhospitable purpose, the 


Thesaurus 


carnal: (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) bodily, 
earthly, sensual, brutal, sexual, 
worldly, physical, erotic, fleshy, 
brute. ANTONYMS: (adj) chaste, 
godly, moral, pure, spiritual. 

growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (1) scowling, 
glowering. 

importunate: (adj) annoying, exigent, 
pressing, insistent, bothersome, 
pestiferous, pestilent, instant, 


obdurate, demanding, pleading. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble. 


morass: (n) bog, swamp, quagmire, 


mire, fen, marish, moss, sump, 
sludge, tangle, mud. 


passable: (adj) adequate, indifferent, 


fair, mediocre, satisfactory, 
acceptable, middling, decent, 
respectable, fair to middling, 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inadequate, unsatisfactory, 
unacceptable, atrocious, excellent, 


exceptional, disagreeable, appalling, 
intolerable, poor. 

precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, 
precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, 
headlong, hasty, sudden, precipitant; 
(adj, v) steep, high. ANTONYM: (adj) 
flat. 

rains: (n) wet. 

wayfarer: (n) traveler, passenger, 
pilgrim, itinerant, wanderer, 
traveller, walker, journeyer, rambler, 
voyager, vagrant. 
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knight struck the door so furiously with his foot, that posts as well as staples 
shook with violence. 


The anchorite, not caring again to expose his door to a similar shock, now 
called out aloud, "Patience, patience--spare thy strength, good traveller, and I 
will presently undo the door, though, it may be, my doing so will be little to thy 
pleasure." 


The door accordingly was opened; and the hermit, a large, strong-built man, 
in his sackcloth gown and hood, girt with a rope of rushes, stood before the 
knight. He had in one hand a lighted torch, or link, and in the other a baton of 
crab-tree, so thick and heavy, that it might well be termed a club. Two large 
shaggy dogs, half greyhound half mastiff, stood ready to rush upon the traveller 
as soon as the door should be opened. But when the torch glanced upon the lofty 
crest and golden spurs of the knight, who stood without, the hermit, altering 
probably his original intentions, repressed the rage of his auxiliaries, and, 
changing his tone to a sort of churlish courtesy, invited the knight to enter his 
hut, making excuse for his unwillingness to open his lodge after sunset, by 
alleging the multitude of robbers and outlaws who were abroad, and who gave 
no honour to Our Lady or St Dunstan, nor to those holy men who spent life in 
their service. 


"The poverty of your cell, good father," said the knight, looking around him, 
and seeing nothing but a bed of leaves, a crucifix rudely carved in oak, a missal, 
with a rough-hewn table and two stools, and one or two clumsy articles of 
furniture--"the poverty of your cell should seem a sufficient defence against any 
risk of thieves, not to mention the aid of two trusty dogs, large and strong 
enough, I think, to pull down a stag, and of course, to match with most men." 


"The good keeper of the forest," said the hermit, "hath allowed me the use of 
these animals, to protect my solitude until the times shall mend." 


Having said this, he fixed his torch in a twisted branch of iron which served 
for a candlestick; and, placing the oaken trivet before the embers of the fire, 
which he refreshed with some dry wood, he placed a stool upon one side of the 
table, and beckoned to the knight to do the same upon the other. 


Thesaurus 
baton: (n) stick, club, mace, staff, begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
wand, verge, truncheon, cudgel, pole, belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced. roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
rod, alpenstock. greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
churlish: (adj) rude, rough, impolite, courser, eagle; (n) grayhound. respectfully, graciously, decently, 
loutish, gruff, curt, abrupt, brusque, invited: (adj) welcomer, wanted, civilly, properly, attentively, 
blunt, brutish, discourteous. cherished. agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, civil, refreshed: (adj) invigorated, acceptably, gently. 
courteous, nice, polite. rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, rushes: (n) rush, grasses. 
crucifix: (n) cross, beads, pyx, pax, novel, revived, impudent, energizing, sackcloth: (n) bagging, bag cloth, 
thurible, patera, relics, censer, Agnus _ overbold, energising, clean. sacking, cloth, garment. 
Dei, front vertical lever, host. ANTONYM: (adj) tired. stools: (n) shit, excrement, evacuation, 


girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, dejection. 
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They sat down, and gazed with great gravity at each other, each thinking in 
his heart that he had seldom seen a stronger or more athletic figure than was 
placed opposite to him. 


"Reverend hermit," said the knight, after looking long and fixedly at his host, 
"were it not to interrupt your devout meditations, I would pray to know three 
things of your holiness; first, where I am to put my horse?--secondly, what I can 
have for supper?--thirdly, where I am to take up my couch for the night?" 

"I will reply to you," said the hermit, "with my finger, it being against my rule 
to speak by words where signs can answer the purpose." So saying, he pointed 
successively to two corners of the hut. "Your stable," said he, "is there--your bed 
there; and," reaching down a platter with two handfuls of parched pease upon it 
from the neighbouring shelf, and placing it upon the table, he added, "your 
supper is here." 


The knight shrugged his shoulders, and leaving the hut, brought in his horse, 
(which in the interim he had fastened to a tree,) unsaddled him with much 
attention, and spread upon the steed's weary back his own mantle. 


The hermit was apparently somewhat moved to compassion by the anxiety as 
well as address which the stranger displayed in tending his horse; for, muttering 
something about provender left for the keeper's palfrey, he dragged out of a 
recess a bundle of forage, which he spread before the knight's charger, and 
immediately afterwards shook down a quantity of dried fern in the corner which 
he had assigned for the rider's couch. The knight returned him thanks for his 
courtesy; and, this duty done, both resumed their seats by the table, whereon 
stood the trencher of pease placed between them. The hermit, after a long grace, 
which had once been Latin, but of which original language few traces remained, 
excepting here and there the long rolling termination of some word or phrase, set 
example to his guest, by modestly putting into a very large mouth, furnished 
with teeth which might have ranked with those of a boar both in sharpness and 
whiteness, some three or four dried pease, a miserable grist as it seemed for so 
large and able a mill. 


Thesaurus 
fern: (n) maidenhair, davallia, considerable, dose, profit, gain, avail, phonograph recording, porringer, 
christella, pteridophyte, fan fern, interest, abundance. potager; (adj) table, tablet. 
bristle fern, button fern, buckler fern, parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, provender: (n) provisions, food, 
cliff brake, beech fern, canker brake. adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, nourishment, pasturage, victuals, 
fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, dehydrated, scorched, baked, viands, sustenance, commissariat, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: cud, eatage; (n, v) nurture. 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, (adj) quenched, humid. whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
surely, resolutely. pease: (n) cessation, ease, intermission, pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, others, overplus, pause, pousse, frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, peacefulness, rest. innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black. 
despoil, scour; (n) pasture. platter: (n) disk, record, disc, tray, 


grist: (n) cereal, fuel, plenty, raft, trencher, phonograph record, 
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The knight, in order to follow so laudable an example, laid aside his helmet, 
his corslet, and the greater part of his armour, and showed to the hermit a head 
thick-curled with yellow hair, high features, blue eyes, remarkably bright and 
sparkling, a mouth well formed, having an upper lip clothed with mustachoes 
darker than his hair, and bearing altogether the look of a bold, daring, and 
enterprising man, with which his strong form well corresponded. 


The hermit, as if wishing to answer to the confidence of his guest, threw back 
his cowl, and showed a round bullet head belonging to a man in the prime of life. 
His close-shaven crown, surrounded by a circle of stiff curled black hair, had 
something the appearance of a parish pinfold begirt by its high hedge. The 
features expressed nothing of monastic austerity, or of ascetic privations; on the 
contrary, it was a bold bluff countenance, with broad black eyebrows, a well- 
turned forehead, and cheeks as round and vermilion as those of a trumpeter, 
from which descended a long and curly black beard. Such a visage, joined to the 
brawny form of the holy man, spoke rather of sirloins and haunches, than of 
pease and pulse. This incongruity did not escape the guest. After he had with 
great difficulty accomplished the mastication of a mouthful of the dried pease, 
he found it absolutely necessary to request his pious entertainer to furnish him 
with some liquor; who replied to his request by placing before him a large can of 
the purest water from the fountain. 


"It is from the well of St Dunstan," said he, "in which, betwixt sun and sun, he 
baptized five hundred heathen Danes and Britons --blessed be his name!" And 
applying his black beard to the pitcher, he took a draught much more moderate 
in quantity than his encomium seemed to warrant. 


"It seems to me, reverend father," said the knight, "that the small morsels 
which you eat, together with this holy, but somewhat thin beverage, have 
thriven with you marvellously. You appear a man more fit to win the ram at a 
wrestling match, or the ring at a bout at quarter-staff, or the bucklers at a sword- 
play, than to linger out your time in this desolate wilderness, saying masses, and 
living upon parched pease and cold water." 


Thesaurus 
beverage: (n) potable, alcohol, cowl: (n) bonnet, cowling, kerchief, trumpeter: (n) bugler, harper, marshal, 
refresher, potion, drinkable, potation, protection, helmet, cow, condition, crier, flag bearer, cornetist, fifer, 
draught, draft, libation; (v) broth, chock, soe, tonsure. fiddler, Cygnus buccinator, wader; 
soup. ANTONYM: (n) solid. encomium: (n) eulogy, panegyric, (v) charlatan. 
brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) paean, glorification, compliment, vermilion: (n) scarlet, vermily, orange 
strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, tribute, approval, kudos; (n, v) praise, red, vermeil, lake, redness; (adj, n) 
beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, applause; (v) acclaim. cinnabar; (v) redden; (adj) vermillion, 
mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, mastication: (n) chewing, chew, chromatic. 
puny, weak, frail, powerless, delicate, manducation, chaw, cud, gumming, visage: (n) face, look, mug, 
feeble. change of state; (v) deglutition, physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
corslet: (n) corselet, body armor, body epulation, gulp, rumination. appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 


armour. pinfold: (n) Penfold, pen, cage. forehead. 
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"Sir Knight," answered the hermit, "your thoughts, like those of the ignorant 
laity, are according to the flesh. It has pleased Our Lady and my patron saint to 
bless the pittance to which I restrain myself, even as the pulse and water was 
blessed to the children Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego, who drank the same 
rather than defile themselves with the wine and meats which were appointed 
them by the King of the Saracens." 


"Holy father," said the knight, "upon whose countenance it hath pleased 
Heaven to work such a miracle, permit a sinful layman to crave thy name?" 


"Thou mayst call me," answered the hermit, "the Clerk of Copmanhurst, for 
so I am termed in these parts--They add, it is true, the epithet holy, but I stand 
not upon that, as being unworthy of such addition.--And now, valiant knight, 
may I pray ye for the name of my honourable guest?" 


"Truly," said the knight, "Holy Clerk of Copmanhurst, men call me in these 
parts the Black Knight,--many, sir, add to it the epithet of Sluggard, whereby I 
am no way ambitious to be distinguished." 


The hermit could scarcely forbear from smiling at his guest's reply. 


"I see," said he, "Sir Sluggish Knight, that thou art a man of prudence and of 
counsel; and moreover, I see that my poor monastic fare likes thee not, 
accustomed, perhaps, as thou hast been, to the license of courts and of camps, 
and the luxuries of cities; and now I bethink me, Sir Sluggard, that when the 
charitable keeper of this forest-walk left those dogs for my protection, and also 
those bundles of forage, he left me also some food, which, being unfit for my use, 
the very recollection of it had escaped me amid my more weighty meditations." 


"I dare be sworn he did so," said the knight; "I was convinced that there was 
better food in the cell, Holy Clerk, since you first doffed your cowl.--Your keeper 
is ever a jovial fellow; and none who beheld thy grinders contending with these 
pease, and thy throat flooded with this ungenial element, could see thee doomed 
to such horse-provender and horse-beverage," (pointing to the provisions upon 
the table,) "and refrain from mending thy cheer. Let us see the keeper's bounty, 
therefore, without delay." 


Thesaurus 
defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, improvement, darning, mend, immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, | amendment, correction. unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. monastic: (adj) monachal, cloistral, virtuous, moral, right, pure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, | monasterial, monastical, monkish, ungenial: (adj) indigestible, chill. 
conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, cloistered, clerical; (n) monk, brother, weighty: (adj) heavy, ponderous, 
cleanse, praise. friar, benedict. grievous, powerful, profound; (adj, v) 
laity: (n) temporalty, congregation, pittance: (n) mite, meed, alimony, grave, serious, momentous, 
layman, mass, multitude, masses, hoi chicken feed, a few, donation, a significant, solemn, influential. 
polloi, assembly, brethren, flock, fold. smidgen, a little bit, driblet, trifle, ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, light, 
ANTONYM: (n) clergy. payment. unimportant, trivial, weightless, 
mending: (n) fix, repair, fixing, sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, unsubstantial, thin, solvable, small, 


maintenance, restoration, reparation, iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, facile, easy. 
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The hermit cast a wistful look upon the knight, in which there was a sort of 
comic expression of hesitation, as if uncertain how far be should act prudently in 
trusting his guest. There was, however, as much of bold frankness in the knight's 
countenance as was possible to be expressed by features. His smile, too, had 
something in it irresistibly comic, and gave an assurance of faith and loyalty, 
with which his host could not refrain from sympathizing. 


After exchanging a mute glance or two, the hermit went to the further side of 
the hut, and opened a hutch, which was concealed with great care and some 
ingenuity. Out of the recesses of a dark closet, into which this aperture gave 
admittance, he brought a large pasty, baked in a pewter platter of unusual 
dimensions. This mighty dish he placed before his guest, who, using his poniard 
to cut it open, lost no time in making himself acquainted with its contents. 


"How long is it since the good keeper has been here?" said the knight to his 
host, after having swallowed several hasty morsels of this reinforcement to the 
hermit's good cheer. 


"About two months," answered the father hastily. 


"By the true Lord," answered the knight, "every thing in your hermitage is 
miraculous, Holy Clerk! for I would have been sworn that the fat buck which 
furnished this venison had been running on foot within the week." 


The hermit was somewhat discountenanced by this observation; and, 
moreover, he made but a poor figure while gazing on the diminution of the pasty, 
on which his guest was making desperate inroads; a warfare in which his 
previous profession of abstinence left him no pretext for joining. 


"I have been in Palestine, Sir Clerk," said the knight, stopping short of a 
sudden, "and I bethink me it is a custom there that every host who entertains a 
guest shall assure him of the wholesomeness of his food, by partaking of it along 
with him. Far be it from me to suspect so holy a man of aught inhospitable; 
nevertheless I will be highly bound to you would you comply with this Eastern 
custom." 


Thesaurus 


cutlass, stiletto, stylet, bilbo, Toledo, 
tuck, brand; (v) stab. 

prudently: (adv) wisely, cautiously, 
judiciously, discreetly, shrewdly, 
sparingly, charily, sagaciously, 
warily, frugally, cireumspectly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) recklessly, 


inhospitable: (adj) unsociable, cold, 
hostile, unfriendly, cool, harsh, 
barren, austere, frosty, stark, bleak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hospitable, 
welcoming, sheltered, lush, mild. 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 


nutritiveness, uprightness, goodness, 
hygiene, modesty, nutritiousness, 
quality, respectability, 
salubriousness, morality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unwholesomeness, 
impurity. 

wistful: (adj, v) reflective, meditative, 


charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly. 
pewter: (n) chowchow, solder, alloy. 
poniard: (n) dagger, bodkin, dirk, 


imprudently, extravagantly, 
generously, indiscreetly, immaturely, 
stupidly. 


recesses: (n) penetralia, bowels, inside. 


wholesomeness: (n) salubrity, 


thoughtful; (adj) contemplative, sad, 
melancholy, longing, plaintive, 
wishful, yearning; (v) anxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, satisfied, 
shallow. 
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"To ease your unnecessary scruples, Sir Knight, I will for once depart from 
my rule," replied the hermit. And as there were no forks in those days, his 
clutches were instantly in the bowels of the pasty. 


The ice of ceremony being once broken, it seemed matter of rivalry between 
the guest and the entertainer which should display the best appetite; and 
although the former had probably fasted longest, yet the hermit fairly surpassed 
him. 

"Holy Clerk," said the knight, when his hunger was appeased, "I would gage 
my good horse yonder against a zecchin, that that same honest keeper to whom 
we are obliged for the venison has left thee a stoup of wine, or a runlet of canary, 
or some such trifle, by way of ally to this noble pasty. This would be a 
circumstance, doubtless, totally unworthy to dwell in the memory of so rigid an 
anchorite; yet, I think, were you to search yonder crypt once more, you would 
find that I am right in my conjecture." 


The hermit only replied by a grin; and returning to the hutch, he produced a 
leathern bottle, which might contain about four quarts. He also brought forth 
two large drinking cups, made out of the horn of the urus, and hooped with 
silver. Having made this goodly provision for washing down the supper, he 
seemed to think no farther ceremonious scruple necessary on his part; but filling 
both cups, and saying, in the Saxon fashion, "'Waes hael', Sir Sluggish Knight!" he 
emptied his own at a draught. 


"Drink hael', Holy Clerk of Copmanhurst!" answered the warrior, and did his 
host reason in a similar brimmer. 


"Holy Clerk," said the stranger, after the first cup was thus swallowed, "I 
cannot but marvel that a man possessed of such thews and sinews as thine, and 
who therewithal shows the talent of so goodly a trencher-man, should think of 
abiding by himself in this wilderness. In my judgment, you are fitter to keep a 
castle or a fort, eating of the fat and drinking of the strong, than to live here upon 
pulse and water, or even upon the charity of the keeper. At least, were I as thou, 
I should find myself both disport and plenty out of the king's deer. There is 


Thesaurus 


abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant. 

ceremonious: (adj) formal, solemn, 
stately, stiff, precise, starchy, prim, 
punctilious, majestic, dignified; (adj, 
v) decorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unceremonious, simple, relaxed, 


casual, informal. 

disport: (n, v) play, sport, wanton; (v) 
amuse, divert, cavort, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, lark; (n) diversion. 

emptied: (adj) empty, void, depleted, 
emptier, annulled, open, vacuous. 

entertainer: (n) host, performer, 
comedian, actor, humorist, artist, 
musician, bombshell, busker, artiste, 
comic. 

hooped: (adj) with stripes, stripy, 
striped, girded. 


marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. ANTONYMS: 
(v) disregard; (n) nightmare. 

runlet: (n) streamlet, brook, rundel, 
circle. 

stoup: (n) stoop, piscina, vial, caster, 
cruet, drinking vessel, phial, noggin, 
stoep, basin. 

therewithal: (adv) therewith. 

urus: (n) Puquinas, bison bonasus, ox. 
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many a goodly herd in these forests, and a buck will never be missed that goes to 
the use of Saint Dunstan's chaplain." 


"Sir Sluggish Knight," replied the Clerk, "these are dangerous words, and I 
pray you to forbear them. I am true hermit to the king and law, and were I to 
spoil my liege's game, I should be sure of the prison, and, an my gown saved me 
not, were in some peril of hanging." 


"Nevertheless, were I as thou," said the knight, "I would take my walk by 
moonlight, when foresters and keepers were warm in bed, and ever and anon,-- 
as I pattered my prayers,--I would let fly a shaft among the herds of dun deer 
that feed in the glades --Resolve me, Holy Clerk, hast thou never practised such a 
pastime?" 

"Friend Sluggard," answered the hermit, "thou hast seen all that can concern 
thee of my housekeeping, and something more than he deserves who takes up 
his quarters by violence. Credit me, it is better to enjoy the good which God 
sends thee, than to be impertinently curious how it comes. Fill thy cup, and 
welcome; and do not, I pray thee, by further impertinent enquiries, put me to 
show that thou couldst hardly have made good thy lodging had I been earnest to 
oppose thee." 


"By my faith," said the knight, "thou makest me more curious than ever! 
Thou art the most mysterious hermit I ever met; and I will know more of thee ere 
we part. As for thy threats, know, holy man, thou speakest to one whose trade it 
is to find out danger wherever it is to be met with." 

"Sir Sluggish Knight, I drink to thee," said the hermit; "respecting thy valour 
much, but deeming wondrous slightly of thy discretion. If thou wilt take equal 
arms with me, I will give thee, in all friendship and brotherly love, such 
sufficing penance and complete absolution, that thou shalt not for the next 
twelve months sin the sin of excess of curiosity." 


The knight pledged him, and desired him to name his weapons. 


"There is none," replied the hermit, "from the scissors of Delilah, and the 
tenpenny nail of Jael, to the scimitar of Goliath, at which I am not a match for 


Thesaurus 


brotherly: (adj) brotherlike, 
sympathetic, cordial, neighborly, 
harmonious, amicable, affectionate, 
sisterly, fatherly; (adv) 
sympathetically, fraternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sisterly, 
uncompassionate, unfriendly, 
unneighborly, sororal, antagonistic, 
uncompanionable. 

deeming: (v) deem. 

enquiries: (n) enquiry, inquiries. 

forests: (n) country. 


housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science. 

impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, 
forward, audacious, brash, brazen, 
extraneous, discourteous, 


disrespectful, flippant. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) respectful, polite, courteous. 
impertinently: (adv) insolently, 

saucily, impolitely, cheekily, freshly, 

rudely, pertly, disrespectfully, 


offensively, discourteously, brazenly. 


ANTONYM: (adv) politely. 


scimitar: (n) sabre, cutlass, falchion, 
sword, broadsword, cavalry sword, 
knife, scimiter. 

sufficing: (adj) sufficient, satisfactory, 
decent, enough. 

tenpenny: (n) recapper, cardiograph, 
votograph. 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, astonishing, 
tremendous, fantastic, phenomenal, 
extraordinary, rattling; (adv) 
wonderfully, marvellously. 
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thee--But, if I am to make the election, what sayst thou, good friend, to these 
trinkets?" 


Thus speaking, he opened another hutch, and took out from it a couple of 
broadswords and bucklers, such as were used by the yeomanry of the period. 
The knight, who watched his motions, observed that this second place of 
concealment was furnished with two or three good long-bows, a cross-bow, a 
bundle of bolts for the latter, and half-a-dozen sheaves of arrows for the former. 
A harp, and other matters of a very uncanonical appearance, were also visible 
when this dark recess was opened. 


"I promise thee, brother Clerk," said he, "I will ask thee no more offensive 
questions. The contents of that cupboard are an answer to all my enquiries; and I 
see a weapon there" (here be stooped and took out the harp) "on which I would 
more gladly prove my skill with thee, than at the sword and buckler." 


"I hope, Sir Knight," said the hermit, "thou hast given no good reason for thy 
surname of the Sluggard. I do promise thee I suspect thee grievously. 
Nevertheless, thou art my guest, and I will not put thy manhood to the proof 
without thine own free will. Sit thee down, then, and fill thy cup; let us drink, 
sing, and be merry. If thou knowest ever a good lay, thou shalt be welcome to a 
nook of pasty at Copmanhurst so long as I serve the chapel of St Dunstan, which, 
please God, shall be till I change my grey covering for one of green turf. But 
come, fill a flagon, for it will crave some time to tune the harp; and nought 
pitches the voice and sharpens the ear like a cup of wine. For my part, I love to 
feel the grape at my very finger-ends before they make the harp-strings tinkle." 


Thesaurus 
grape, edible fruit, common grape 
vine, bullace grape. 
harp: (n) lyre, harmonica, harper, lute, 
mouth harp; (v) dwell, ingeminate, 
iterate, restate, reiterate, retell. 
manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 


concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation. 

flagon: (n) jar, flask, bottle, pitcher, 


recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, 
holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, 
alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v) 
break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation. 

surname: (n) cognomen, name, 
sobriquet, family name, soubriquet, 
last name, nickname, maiden name, 
moniker, first name, agnomen. 


ewer, cruse, vessel, decanter, carboy, 
mug, carafe. 

grape: (n) grapes, grapevine, vine, 
raisin, table grape, muscadine, fox 


manliness, ripe age, maturity full age. 


nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven. 


turf: (n) sward, greensward, ground, 
grass, field, peat, lawn, green, divot, 
Corso, race course. 

uncanonical: (adj) unscriptural. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


At eve, within yon studious nook, 
I ope my brass-embossed book, 
Portray'd with many a holy deed 
Of martyrs crown'd with heavenly meed; 
Then, as my taper waxes dim, 
Chant, ere I sleep, my measured hymn. 
Who but would cast his pomp away, 
To take my staff and amice grey, 
And to the world's tumultuous stage, 
Prefer the peaceful Hermitage? 
Warton 


Notwithstanding the prescription of the genial hermit, with which his guest 
willingly complied, he found it no easy matter to bring the harp to harmony. 


"Methinks, holy father," said he, "the instrument wants one string, and the 
rest have been somewhat misused." 


"Ay, mark'st thou that?" replied the hermit; "that shows thee a master of the 
craft. Wine and wassail," he added, gravely casting up his eyes--"all the fault of 
wine and wassail!--I told Allan-a-Dale, the northern minstrel, that he would 
damage the harp if he touched it after the seventh cup, but he would not be 
controlled--Friend, I drink to thy successful performance." 


Thesaurus 

amice: (n) ames, amess, amict, almuce, weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: appointment, recipe; (n, v) order, 
capouch. (adv) lightheartedly, mildly, slightly; | command; (adj, n) rule, precept. 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, (adj) soft. studious: (adj) scholarly, bookish, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, academic, assiduous, erudite, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, diligent, learned, careful, deliberate; 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, (adj, v) thoughtful, reflective. 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, | ANTONYM: (adj) negligent. 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, miserable, infernal, hellish, taper: (n) candle, taper hole, bougie, 
abominable. unappealing, dreadful, turbulent. rushlight, taper ratio; (v) sharpen, 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, methinks: (adv) meseems. point, acuminate, diminish, lessen, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, prescription: (n) medicine, drug, reduce. ANTONYMS: (v) rise, widen. 


momentously, heavily, earnestly, formula, direction, medication, wants: (n) need, necessities. 
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So saying, he took off his cup with much gravity, at the same time shaking 
his head at the intemperance of the Scottish harper. 


The knight in the meantime, had brought the strings into some order, and 
after a short prelude, asked his host whether he would choose a "sirvente" in the 
language of "oc", or a "lai" in the language of "oui", or a "virelai", or a ballad in 
the vulgar English. 


"A ballad, a ballad," said the hermit, "against all the 'ocs' and 'ouis' of France. 
Downright English am I, Sir Knight, and downright English was my patron St 
Dunstan, and scorned 'oc' and 'oui', as he would have scorned the parings of the 
devil's hoof --downright English alone shall be sung in this cell." 


"I will assay, then," said the knight, "a ballad composed by a Saxon glee-man, 
whom I knew in Holy Land." 


It speedily appeared, that if the knight was not a complete master of the 
minstrel art, his taste for it had at least been cultivated under the best instructors. 
Art had taught him to soften the faults of a voice which had little compass, and 
was naturally rough rather than mellow, and, in short, had done all that culture 
can do in supplying natural deficiencies. His performance, therefore, might have 
been termed very respectable by abler judges than the hermit, especially as the 
knight threw into the notes now a degree of spirit, and now of plaintive 
enthusiasm, which gave force and energy to the verses which he sung. 


THE CRUSADER'S RETURN 


High deeds achieved of knightly fame, From Palestine the champion came; 
The cross upon his shoulders borne, Battle and blast had dimm'd and torn. 
Each dint upon his batter'd shield Was token of a foughten field; And thus, 
beneath his lady's bower, He sung as fell the twilight hour:-- 


Thesaurus 
assay: (v) test, attempt, seek, essay, hoof: (n) toe, sole, hooves, bottom, soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
survey, assess, appraise, endeavor; keel, root, leg, ungula, unguis, animal ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic, 
(n) examination; (n, v) experiment, foot; (v) step. fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic. 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, | intemperance: (n) dissipation, parings: (n) residue. 
overlook. drunkenness, indulgence, plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
ballad: (n) song, folk song, carol, debauchery, crapulence, drinking, lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
poem, ballade, recitative, solfeggio, drink, immoderateness, sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
pastoral, recitativo, ditty, bravura. overindulgence, intemperateness, lamentable. 
bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, insobriety. ANTONYM: (n) scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, temperance. neglected, contemptuous, despicable, 
framework, summer house; (v) mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, insolent, undesirable, unloved, 


inclose, embower, enclose. soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, unpopular, mean. 
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Joy to the fair!--thy knight behold, Return'd from yonder land of gold; No 
wealth he brings, nor wealth can need, Save his good arms and battle-steed 
His spurs, to dash against a foe, His lance and sword to lay him low; Such all 
the trophies of his toil, Such--and the hope of Tekla's smile! 


Joy to the fair! whose constant knight Her favour fired to feats of might; 
Unnoted shall she not remain, Where meet the bright and noble train; 
Minstrel shall sing and herald tell-- 'Mark yonder maid of beauty well, 'Tis 
she for whose bright eyes were won The listed field at Askalon! 


“Note well her smile!--it edged the blade Which fifty wives to widows made, 
When, vain his strength and Mahound's spell, Iconium's turban'd Soldan fell. 
Seest thou her locks, whose sunny glow Half shows, half shades, her neck of 
snow? Twines not of them one golden thread, But for its sake a Paynim bled.” 


Joy to the fair!--my name unknown, Each deed, and all its praise thine own 
Then, oh! unbar this churlish gate, The night dew falls, the hour is late. 
Inured to Syria's glowing breath, I feel the north breeze chill as death; Let 
grateful love quell maiden shame, And grant him bliss who brings thee 
fame. 


During this performance, the hermit demeaned himself much like a first-rate 


critic of the present day at a new opera. He reclined back upon his seat, with his 
eyes half shut; now, folding his hands and twisting his thumbs, he seemed 
absorbed in attention, and anon, balancing his expanded palms, he gently 
flourished them in time to the music. At one or two favourite cadences, he threw 
in a little assistance of his own, where the knight's voice seemed unable to carry 
the air so high as his worshipful taste approved. When the song was ended, the 
anchorite emphatically declared it a good one, and well sung. 


bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 
pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction. 

demeaned: (adj) ashamed. 

edged: (adj) cutting, sharp, bordered, 
pointed, bounded, keen, penetrating, 
sharper, stinging, unkind, bleak. 

emphatically: (adv) decidedly, 


Thesaurus 


definitely, positively, categorically, 
flatly, distinctly, absolutely, 
explicitly, forcefully, firmly, 
expressly. 

first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning, 
capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking. 

inured: (adj) accustomed, callous, 
enured, habituated, casehardened, 
confirmed, emotionally hardened, 
broken in, given, tough, trained. 

locks: (n) hair, tresses, head of hair. 


maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; (adj) 
first, initiatory, unmarried. 

quell: (adj, v) appease, pacify, calm; (v) 
overpower, crush, allay, put down, 
suppress, conquer, defeat, quash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prompt, submit, 
resist, aggravate, incite. 

unbar: (v) open, unbolt, uncork, 
unharness, unhand, unchain, unbind, 
unclog, unfasten, unclose, unlock. 

wives: (n) woman. 
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"And yet," said he, "I think my Saxon countrymen had herded long enough 
with the Normans, to fall into the tone of their melancholy ditties. What took the 
honest knight from home? or what could he expect but to find his mistress 
agreeably engaged with a rival on his return, and his serenade, as they call it, as 
little regarded as the caterwauling of a cat in the gutter? Nevertheless, Sir Knight, 
I drink this cup to thee, to the success of all true lovers--I fear you are none," he 
added, on observing that the knight (whose brain began to be heated with these 
repeated draughts) qualified his flagon from the water pitcher. 


"Why," said the knight, "did you not tell me that this water was from the well 
of your blessed patron, St Dunstan?" 


"Ay, truly," said the hermit, "and many a hundred of pagans did he baptize 
there, but I never heard that he drank any of it. Every thing should be put to its 
proper use in this world. St Dunstan knew, as well as any one, the prerogatives 
of a jovial friar." 


And so saying, he reached the harp, and entertained his guest with the 
following characteristic song, to a sort of derry-down chorus, appropriate to an 
old English ditty. 


THE BAREFOOTED FRIAR 


I'll give thee, good fellow, a twelvemonth or twain, To search Europe 
through, from Byzantium to Spain; But ne'er shall you find, should you 
search till you tire, So happy a man as the Barefooted Friar. 


Your knight for his lady pricks forth in career, And is brought home at even- 
song prick'd through with a spear; I confess him in haste--for his lady desires 
No comfort on earth save the Barefooted Friar's. 


Thesaurus 
baptize: (v) name, entitle, christen, melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) (n) investigation. 
call, term, baptise, style, denominate, gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, serenade: (n) divertimento, chivaree, 
define; (n) baptization, baptism. dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, cheer, canon, callithump, callathump, 
caterwauling: (n) caterwaul, noise, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, belling, charivari, song, opus; (v) 
want of harmony, dissonance; (adj) depression. ANTONYMS: (n) court. 
harsh. happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) fatigue; 
ditty: (n) ballad, canzonet, canticle, optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, (v) exhaust, harass, fag, weary, wear, 
bravura, cantata, carol, tune, pastoral, satisfied. pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. ANTONYMS: 
recitative, recitativo, solfeggio. ne'er: (adv) never, certainly not. (v) interest, invigorate, energize. 


gutter: (n) groove, trough, ditch, drain, observing: (adj) observant, mindful, twain: (n) pair, brace, dyad, deuce, 
chute, trench, canal, furrow, conduit, watchful, commemorative, conscious, twosome, duo, straddle, bitstock, 
waterway, gully. observative, perceptive, thoughtful; coupling, braces, yoke. 
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Your monarch?--Pshaw! many a prince has been known To barter his robes 
for our cowl and our gown, But which of us e'er felt the idle desire To 
exchange for a crown the grey hood of a Friar! 


The Friar has walk'd out, and where'er he has gone, The land and its fatness 
is mark'd for his own; He can roam where he lists, he can stop when he tires, 
For every man's house is the Barefooted Friar's. 


He's expected at noon, and no wight till he comes May profane the great 
chair, or the porridge of plums For the best of the cheer, and the seat by the 
fire, Is the undenied right of the Barefooted Friar. 


He's expected at night, and the pasty's made hot, They broach the brown ale, 
and they fill the black pot, And the goodwife would wish the goodman in the 
mire, Ere he lack'd a soft pillow, the Barefooted Friar. 


Long flourish the sandal, the cord, and the cope, The dread of the devil and 
trust of the Pope; For to gather life's roses, unscathed by the briar, Is granted 
alone to the Barefooted Friar. 


"By my troth," said the knight, "thou hast sung well and lustily, and in high 
praise of thine order. And, talking of the devil, Holy Clerk, are you not afraid 
that he may pay you a visit daring some of your uncanonical pastimes?" 


"I uncanonical!" answered the hermit; "I scorn the charge--I scorn it with my 
heels!--I serve the duty of my chapel duly and truly--T'wo masses daily, morning 
and evening, primes, noons, and vespers, 'aves, credos, paters'--" 


"Excepting moonlight nights, when the venison is in season," said his guest. 


"Exceptis excipiendis' replied the hermit, "as our old abbot taught me to say, 
when impertinent laymen should ask me if I kept every punctilio of mine order." 


Thesaurus 


barter: (n, v) trade, swap, truck, traffic, ANTONYMS: (n) leanness, thinness. profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 
swop, switch; (v) bargain, change; (n) goodwife: (v) good wife, old lady, old defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 


commutation, permutation, woman, rib, helpmate, gray mare; (n) irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 

interchange. goody. unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
briar: (n) eglantine, Smilax lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, (adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious, 

rotundifolia, Erica arborea, pipe, robustly, powerfully, vigorously, reverent. 

Erica, vine, rose, bramble, catbrier, mightily, halely, strappingly, punctilio: (n) nicety, etiquette, 

greenbrier, briar pipe. potently, sturdily, heartily. punctiliousness, detail, characteristic, 
fatness: (n) adiposity, fleshiness, mire: (n, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, marsh, delicacy, honoring, aim, instant, item, 

avoirdupois, heaviness, adiposeness, quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; (adj, n, v) moment. 

obesity, greasiness, stoutness, mud; (v) involve, bog down. tires: (v) pressure release valve, safety 


fattiness, size, corpulence. nights: (adj) nightly; (n) night. valve. 
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"True, holy father," said the knight; "but the devil is apt to keep an eye on 
such exceptions; he goes about, thou knowest, like a roaring lion." 


"Let him roar here if he dares," said the friar; "a touch of my cord will make 
him roar as loud as the tongs of St Dunstan himself did. I never feared man, and 
I as little fear the devil and his imps. Saint Dunstan, Saint Dubric, Saint Winibald, 
Saint Winifred, Saint Swibert, Saint Willick, not forgetting Saint Thomas a Kent, 
and my own poor merits to speed, I defy every devil of them, come cut and long 
tail.--But to let you into a secret, I never speak upon such subjects, my friend, 
until after morning vespers." 


He changed the conversation; fast and furious grew the mirth of the parties, 
and many a song was exchanged betwixt them, when their revels were 
interrupted by a loud knocking at the door of the hermitage. 


The occasion of this interruption we can only explain by resuming the 
adventures of another set of our characters; for, like old Ariosto, we do not pique 
ourselves upon continuing uniformly to keep company with any one personage 
of our drama. 


Thesaurus 

friar: (n) monk, conventual, cenobite, gladness, exhilaration. ANTONYMS: roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
abbot, monastic, palmer, pilgrim, lay (n) gloom, sadness, misery. thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
brother, religious, prior, beadsman. pique: (v) nettle, insult, outrage, thriving, flourishing, deafening, 

interruption: (n) disruption, irritate, fret; (n) grudge, annoyance, noisy, boisterous. 
intermission, halt, pause, suspension, umbrage, irritation; (n, v) anger, tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 
discontinuance, hiatus; (n, v) break, spite. nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
hindrance, impediment; (v) interrupt. revels: (adj) carousing; (n) festivities, trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches. 
ANTONYMS: (n) permanence, help, partying. uniformly: (adv) equally, evenly, 
respect. roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, consistently, regularly, 

mirth: (adj, n) merriment, jollity; (n) bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) homogeneously, identically, steadily, 


amusement, happiness, delight, joy, thunder; (v) bawl; (adj, v) bluster; (adj, unvaryingly; (adj, adv) ever, always, 
hilarity, cheerfulness, festivity, n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, week. invariably. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


Away! our journey lies through dell and dingle, 
Where the blithe fawn trips by its timid mother, 
Where the broad oak, with intercepting boughs, 
Chequers the sunbeam in the green-sward alley — 
Up and away!--for lovely paths are these 

To tread, when the glad Sun is on his throne 
Less pleasant, and less safe, when Cynthia's lamp 
With doubtful glimmer lights the dreary forest. 
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Ettrick Forest 


When Cedric the Saxon saw his son drop down senseless in the lists at Ashby, 
his first impulse was to order him into the custody and care of his own 
attendants, but the words choked in his throat. He could not bring himself to 
acknowledge, in presence of such an assembly, the son whom he had renounced 
and disinherited. He ordered, however, Oswald to keep an eye upon him; and 
directed that officer, with two of his serfs, to convey Ivanhoe to Ashby as soon as 
the crowd had dispersed. Oswald, however, was anticipated in this good office. 
The crowd dispersed, indeed, but the knight was nowhere to be seen. 


It was in vain that Cedric's cupbearer looked around for his young master--he 
saw the bloody spot on which he had lately sunk down, but himself he saw no 
longer; it seemed as if the fairies had conveyed him from the spot. Perhaps 


alley: (n) track, road, passage, lane, 
alleyway, aisle, path, runway, 
pathway, street, back street. 

blithe: (adj) cheerful, lighthearted, 
breezy, pleasant, merry, carefree, 
buoyant, facetious, gay, happy, 
animated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhappy, sorrowful, miserable, 
downhearted, depressed, anxious, 
sad, heavy, gloomy, serious, 
troubled. 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 


Thesaurus 


congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure. 

dell: (n) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, 
gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, 
cove, basin. 

dingle: (n) valley, gully, vale, dale, 
bent, glen, dimble, bower, brush; (v) 
ring, chime. 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, light, 
exciting, clear, cheery, pleasant, 
exotic. 

fawn: (v) crawl, creep, grovel, cringe, 
cower, crouch, bootlick, kowtow, 
blandish, flatter; (n) deer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) insult, despise, 
ignore, domineer. 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample. 
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Oswald (for the Saxons were very superstitious) might have adopted some such 
hypothesis, to account for Ivanhoe's disappearance, had he not suddenly cast his 
eye upon a person attired like a squire, in whom he recognised the features of his 
fellow-servant Gurth. Anxious concerning his master's fate, and in despair at his 
sudden disappearance, the translated swineherd was searching for him 
everywhere, and had neglected, in doing so, the concealment on which his own 
safety depended. Oswald deemed it his duty to secure Gurth, as a fugitive of 
whose fate his master was to judge. 


Renewing his enquiries concerning the fate of Ivanhoe, the only information 
which the cupbearer could collect from the bystanders was, that the knight had 
been raised with care by certain well-attired grooms, and placed in a litter 
belonging to a lady among the spectators, which had immediately transported 
him out of the press. Oswald, on receiving this intelligence, resolved to return to 
his master for farther instructions, carrying along with him Gurth, whom he 
considered in some sort as a deserter from the service of Cedric. 


The Saxon had been under very intense and agonizing apprehensions 
concerning his son; for Nature had asserted her rights, in spite of the patriotic 
stoicism which laboured to disown her. But no sooner was he informed that 
Ivanhoe was in careful, and probably in friendly hands, than the paternal anxiety 
which had been excited by the dubiety of his fate, gave way anew to the feeling 
of injured pride and resentment, at what he termed Wilfred's filial disobedience. 


"Let him wander his way," said he--"let those leech his wounds for whose 
sake he encountered them. He is fitter to do the juggling tricks of the Norman 
chivalry than to maintain the fame and honour of his English ancestry with the 
glaive and brown-bill, the good old weapons of his country." 


"If to maintain the honour of ancestry," said Rowena, who was present, "it is 
sufficient to be wise in council and brave in execution--to be boldest among the 
bold, and gentlest among the gentle, I know no voice, save his father's--" 


"Be silent, Lady Rowena!--on this subject only I hear you not. Prepare 
yourself for the Prince's festival: we have been summoned thither with 
unwonted circumstance of honour and of courtesy, such as the haughty 


Thesaurus 
agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) recreant, traitor, rebel, offender, glaive: (n) broadsword, brand, rapier, 
painful, harrowing, poignant, wrongdoer. whinyard, scimitar, bilbo, cutlass, 


grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 
painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional. 


disown: (v) disavow, disinherit, falchion, Glave, saber, cimeter. 
abandon, renounce, disclaim, forsake, leech: (n) parasite, bloodsucker, 
refuse, recant, repudiate, retract, physician, doctor, sponger, 
disallow. ANTONYMS: (v) bequeath, hirudinean, freeloader, sycophant, 
accept, avow, adopt, admit, claim. vampire; (v) bleed, phlebotomize. 


attired: (adj) clad, appareled, clothed, 
garbed, habilimented, robed; (adj, 
prep) garmented. 

deserter: (n) apostate, fugitive, 
defector, turncoat, runaway, escapee, 


dubiety: (n) disbelief, doubtfulness, 
uncertainty, suspicion, dubiousness, 
suspense, irresolution, incertitude, 
misgiving, indecision, question. 
ANTONYM: (n) certitude. 


stoicism: (n) indifference, 
unemotionality, apathy, 
emotionlessness, impassivity, self- 
control, phlegm, sluggishness; (adj, n) 
philosophy, equanimity; (adj) suttee. 
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Normans have rarely used to our race since the fatal day of Hastings. Thither 
will I go, were it only to show these proud Normans how little the fate of a son, 
who could defeat their bravest, can affect a Saxon." 


"Thither," said Rowena, "do I NOT go; and I pray you to beware, lest what 
you mean for courage and constancy, shall be accounted hardness of heart." 


"Remain at home, then, ungrateful lady," answered Cedric; "thine is the hard 
heart, which can sacrifice the weal of an oppressed people to an idle and 
unauthorized attachment. I seek the noble Athelstane, and with him attend the 
banquet of John of Anjou." 


He went accordingly to the banquet, of which we have already mentioned 
the principal events. Immediately upon retiring from the castle, the Saxon thanes, 
with their attendants, took horse; and it was during the bustle which attended 
their doing so, that Cedric, for the first time, cast his eyes upon the deserter 
Gurth. The noble Saxon had returned from the banquet, as we have seen, in no 
very placid humour, and wanted but a pretext for wreaking his anger upon some 
one. 


"The gyves!" he said, "the gyves!--Oswald--Hundibert!--Dogs and villains!-- 
why leave ye the knave unfettered?" 


Without daring to remonstrate, the companions of Gurth bound him with a 
halter, as the readiest cord which occurred. He submitted to the operation 
without remonstrance, except that, darting a reproachful look at his master, he 
said, "This comes of loving your flesh and blood better than mine own." 


"To horse, and forward!" said Cedric. 


"It is indeed full time," said the noble Athelstane; "for, if we ride not the faster, 
the worthy Abbot Waltheoff's preparations for a rere-supper will be altogether 
spoiled." 

The travellers, however, used such speed as to reach the convent of St 
Withold's before the apprehended evil took place. The Abbot, himself of ancient 
Saxon descent, received the noble Saxons with the profuse and exuberant 
hospitality of their nation, wherein they indulged to a late, or rather an early 


Thesaurus 
constancy: (n) allegiance, devotion, bounteous, exuberant, excessive, full, objurgatory, contumelious; (v) 
resolution, fidelity, loyalty, prodigal. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse,  denunciatory. 
steadfastness, faithfulness, meager, thin, scanty, restrained, unauthorized: (adj) illicit, 
steadiness, firmness, perseverance, unhealthy, small. unauthorised, illegitimate, wildcat, 
unchangeableness. ANTONYMS: (n) remonstrate: (v) argue, complain, unofficial, unwarranted, unlicensed, 
inconstancy, inconsistency, expostulate, object, protest, rebuke, unjustified, outrageous, against the 
changefulness, instability, disloyalty, dissuade, chide, scold, dispute, warn. law, clandestine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfaithfulness, unreliability, ANTONYM: (v) agree. authorized, official, permitted, 
dishonesty. reproachful: (adj, v) condemnatory, allowable, lawful, legitimate. 
mentioned: (adj) spoken. disparaging, vituperative; (adj) weal: (n) wale, wheal, welt, prosperity, 
profuse: (adj, n) generous, liberal; (adj) admonitory, opprobrious, happiness, good, wealth, riches, 


plentiful, ample, copious, lavish, disgraceful, shameful, reproving, welfare, injury, trauma. 
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hour; nor did they take leave of their reverend host the next morning until they 
had shared with him a sumptuous refection. 


As the cavalcade left the court of the monastery, an incident happened 
somewhat alarming to the Saxons, who, of all people of Europe, were most 
addicted to a superstitious observance of omens, and to whose opinions can be 
traced most of those notions upon such subjects, still to be found among our 
popular antiquities. For the Normans being a mixed race, and better informed 
according to the information of the times, had lost most of the superstitious 
prejudices which their ancestors had brought from Scandinavia, and piqued 
themselves upon thinking freely on such topics. 


In the present instance, the apprehension of impending evil was inspired by 
no less respectable a prophet than a large lean black dog, which, sitting upright, 
howled most piteously as the foremost riders left the gate, and presently 
afterwards, barking wildly, and jumping to and fro, seemed bent upon attaching 
itself to the party. 


"I like not that music, father Cedric," said Athelstane; for by this title of 
respect he was accustomed to address him. 


"Nor I either, uncle," said Wamba; "I greatly fear we shall have to pay the 
piper." 

"In my mind," said Athelstane, upon whose memory the Abbot's good ale (for 
Burton was already famous for that genial liquor) had made a favourable 
impression,--"in my mind we had better turn back, and abide with the Abbot 
until the afternoon. It is unlucky to travel where your path is crossed by a monk, 
a hare, or a howling dog, until you have eaten your next meal." 

"Away!" said Cedric, impatiently; "the day is already too short for our 
journey. For the dog, I know it to be the cur of the runaway slave Gurth, a 
useless fugitive like its master." 

So saying, and rising at the same time in his stirrups, impatient at the 
interruption of his journey, he launched his javelin at poor Fangs--for Fangs it 
was, who, having traced his master thus far upon his stolen expedition, had here 


Thesaurus 


addicted: (adj) habituated, dedicated, 
habitual, hooked, devoted, 
accustomed, captivated, devote, 
obsessive, obsessed; (v) dedicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaccustomed, 
averse, disinclined, independent, 


opposed, unenthusiastic, occasional. 


fugitive: (adj) ephemeral, fleeting, 
momentary, elusive, caducous; (n) 
escapee, absconder, deserter, 
emigrant, criminal; (v) fugacious. 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 


fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling. 

observance: (n) ceremony, 
commemoration, observation, rite, 
fulfillment, obedience, manner, 
compliance, discharge, conformity, 
custom. ANTONYMS: (n) breaking, 
disobedience, disregard, 
nonobservance, inattention, 
omission. 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 


pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. 

sumptuous: (adj) magnificent, 
luxurious, opulent, splendid, 
gorgeous, deluxe, costly, lush, lavish, 
grand, plush. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unadorned, humble, ascetic, meager, 
scanty, impoverished. 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious. 
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lost him, and was now, in his uncouth way, rejoicing at his reappearance. The 
javelin inflicted a wound upon the animal's shoulder, and narrowly missed 
pinning him to the earth; and Fangs fled howling from the presence of the 
enraged thane. Gurth's heart swelled within him; for he felt this meditated 
slaughter of his faithful adherent in a degree much deeper than the harsh 
treatment he had himself received. Having in vain attempted to raise his hand to 
his eyes, he said to Wamba, who, seeing his master's ill humour had prudently 
retreated to the rear, "I pray thee, do me the kindness to wipe my eyes with the 
skirt of thy mantle; the dust offends me, and these bonds will not let me help 
myself one way or another." 


Wamba did him the service he required, and they rode side by side for some 
time, during which Gurth maintained a moody silence. At length he could 
repress his feelings no longer. 


"Friend Wamba," said he, "of all those who are fools enough to serve Cedric, 
thou alone hast dexterity enough to make thy folly acceptable to him. Go to him, 
therefore, and tell him that neither for love nor fear will Gurth serve him longer. 
He may strike the head from me--he may scourge me--he may load me with 
irons--but henceforth he shall never compel me either to love or to obey him. Go 
to him, then, and tell him that Gurth the son of Beowulph renounces his service." 


"Assuredly," said Wamba, "fool as I am, I shall not do your fool's errand. 
Cedric hath another javelin stuck into his girdle, and thou knowest he does not 
always miss his mark." 


"I care not," replied Gurth, "how soon he makes a mark of me. Yesterday he 
left Wilfred, my young master, in his blood. To-day he has striven to kill before 
my face the only other living creature that ever showed me kindness. By St 
Edmund, St Dunstan, St Withold, St Edward the Confessor, and every other 
Saxon saint in the calendar," (for Cedric never swore by any that was not of 
Saxon lineage, and all his household had the same limited devotion,) "I will 
never forgive him!" 


"To my thinking now," said the Jester, who was frequently wont to act as 
peace-maker in the family, "our master did not propose to hurt Fangs, but only to 


Thesaurus 


enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, incensed, 
exasperated, raging, irritated, boiling. 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work. 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following. 

mantle: (n) cloak, cape, pall, blanket, 
curtain, blind, coat; (n, v) cover, veil; 
(adj, n, v) blush, flush. 

moody: (adj) gloomy, dark, irritable, 


morose, capricious, glum, grumpy, 
fickle, petulant, dour, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) equable, happy, 
reliable, stable, calm. 

pinning: (n) pining, pin drafting, 
stemming. 

reappearance: (n) emersion, 
recurrence, repetition, resurrection, 
homecoming, reanimation, 
comeback, egress, restoration, 
revival, reproduction. 

repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 


control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) declare, liberate, 
incite. 

retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people. 

striven: (v) strived. 

swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 

wipe: (n, v) rub; (v) mop, clean, towel, 
brush, scour, scrub, clear, dry, wash; 
(adj) sponge. ANTONYM: (v) dirty. 
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affright him. For, if you observed, he rose in his stirrups, as thereby meaning to 
overcast the mark; and so he would have done, but Fangs happening to bound 
up at the very moment, received a scratch, which I will be bound to heal with a 
penny's breadth of tar." 


"If I thought so," said Gurth--"if I could but think so--but no--I saw the javelin 
was well aimed--I heard it whizz through the air with all the wrathful 
malevolence of him who cast it, and it quivered after it had pitched in the 
ground, as if with regret for having missed its mark. By the hog dear to St 
Anthony, I renounce him!" 


And the indignant swineherd resumed his sullen silence, which no efforts of 
the Jester could again induce him to break. 


Meanwhile Cedric and Athelstane, the leaders of the troop, conversed 
together on the state of the land, on the dissensions of the royal family, on the 
feuds and quarrels among the Norman nobles, and on the chance which there 
was that the oppressed Saxons might be able to free themselves from the yoke of 
the Normans, or at least to elevate themselves into national consequence and 
independence, during the civil convulsions which were likely to ensue. On this 
subject Cedric was all animation. The restoration of the independence of his race 
was the idol of his heart, to which he had willingly sacrificed domestic happiness 
and the interests of his own son. But, in order to achieve this great revolution in 
favour of the native English, it was necessary that they should be united among 
themselves, and act under an acknowledged head. The necessity of choosing 
their chief from the Saxon blood-royal was not only evident in itself, but had 
been made a solemn condition by those whom Cedric had intrusted with his 
secret plans and hopes. Athelstane had this quality at least; and though he had 
few mental accomplishments or talents to recommend him as a leader, he had 
still a goodly person, was no coward, had been accustomed to martial exercises, 
and seemed willing to defer to the advice of counsellors more wise than himself. 
Above all, he was known to be liberal and hospitable, and believed to be good- 
natured. But whatever pretensions Athelstane had to be considered as head of 
the Saxon confederacy, many of that nation were disposed to prefer to the title of 


Thesaurus 
affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, decrease, reduce. affection, goodwill. 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; ensue: (v) come, arise, happen, result, overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, dull, 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright. succeed, occur, transpire, turn out, gloomy, heavy, muddy, dismal; (n, v) 
confederacy: (n) coalition, befall, come after, stem. cloud; (adj, v) obscure; (v) darken. 
confederation, federation, ANTONYMS: (v) forerun, preface, ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, clear. 
association, union, conspiracy, cabal, antecede, dwindle, recede. whizz: (n, v) whiz; (v) whir, zoom, 
combination, league, merger, faction. exercises: (n) military exercises, birr, whirr, speed, purr, rain cats and 
ANTONYM: (n) divergence. athletics. dogs; (n) magician, ace, puzzle. 
elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, | malevolence: (n) malice, hatred, spite, wrathful: (adj) furious, irate, wroth, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, hate, ill will, bitterness, hostility, ireful, indignant, incensed, mad, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) rancor, venom, grudge, enmity. raging, resentful, infuriated, choleric. 


demote, drop, downgrade, depress, ANTONYMS: (n) benevolence, good, ANTONYM: (adj) pleased. 
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the Lady Rowena, who drew her descent from Alfred, and whose father having 
been a chief renowned for wisdom, courage, and generosity, his memory was 
highly honoured by his oppressed countrymen. 


It would have been no difficult thing for Cedric, had he been so disposed, to 
have placed himself at the head of a third party, as formidable at least as any of 
the others. To counterbalance their royal descent, he had courage, activity, 
energy, and, above all, that devoted attachment to the cause which had procured 
him the epithet of The Saxon, and his birth was inferior to none, excepting only 
that of Athelstane and his ward. These qualities, however, were unalloyed by 
the slightest shade of selfishness; and, instead of dividing yet farther his 
weakened nation by forming a faction of his own, it was a leading part of 
Cedric's plan to extinguish that which already existed, by promoting a marriage 
betwixt Rowena and Athelstane. An obstacle occurred to this his favourite 
project, in the mutual attachment of his ward and his son and hence the original 
cause of the banishment of Wilfred from the house of his father. 


This stern measure Cedric had adopted, in hopes that, during Wilfred's 
absence, Rowena might relinquish her preference, but in this hope he was 
disappointed; a disappointment which might be attributed in part to the mode in 
which his ward had been educated. Cedric, to whom the name of Alfred was as 
that of a deity, had treated the sole remaining scion of that great monarch with a 
degree of observance, such as, perhaps, was in those days scarce paid to an 
acknowledged princess. Rowena's will had been in almost all cases a law to his 
household; and Cedric himself, as if determined that her sovereignty should be 
fully acknowledged within that little circle at least, seemed to take a pride in 
acting as the first of her subjects. Thus trained in the exercise not only of free will, 
but despotic authority, Rowena was, by her previous education, disposed both 
to resist and to resent any attempt to control her affections, or dispose of her 
hand contrary to her inclinations, and to assert her independence in a case in 
which even those females who have been trained up to obedience and subjection, 
are not infrequently apt to dispute the authority of guardians and parents. The 
opinions which she felt strongly, she avowed boldly; and Cedric, who could not 


Thesaurus 
avowed: (adj) acknowledged, attested, domineering, overbearing, ANTONYMS: (v) keep, accept, 
ostensible, sworn, stated, confirmed, tyrannous. ANTONYMS: (adj) continue, enforce, acquire. 
declared, pretended, known, democratic, liberal. scion: (n) offspring, progeny, child, 
authenticated, apparent. extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, descendant, graft, sprout, cutting, 
banishment: (n) expulsion, ostracism, eradicate, douse, annihilate, slip, offshoot, branch, bud. 
ouster, proscription, relegation, consume, wipe out, end, suppress, ANTONYM: (n) ancestor. 
ejection, deportation, dismissal, quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: (v) slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
expatriation; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) ignite, build, create, encourage, amount. 
excommunication. inflame, sustain, protect. unalloyed: (adj) pure, unadulterated, 
despotic: (adj) arbitrary, dictatorial, relinquish: (v) abandon, abdicate, genuine, unsophisticated, solid, 
tyrannical, authoritarian, absolute, leave, cede, quit, renounce, give up, unfortified, untinged, sheer, true; (v) 


imperious, oppressive, autocratical, discard, disclaim, yield, desert. painless, without alloy. 
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free himself from his habitual deference to her opinions, felt totally at a loss how 
to enforce his authority of guardian. 


It was in vain that he attempted to dazzle her with the prospect of a visionary 
throne. Rowena, who possessed strong sense, neither considered his plan as 
practicable, nor as desirable, so far as she was concerned, could it have been 
achieved. Without attempting to conceal her avowed preference of Wilfred of 
Ivanhoe, she declared that, were that favoured knight out of question, she would 
rather take refuge in a convent, than share a throne with Athelstane, whom, 
having always despised, she now began, on account of the trouble she received 
on his account, thoroughly to detest. 


Nevertheless, Cedric, whose opinions of women's constancy was far from 
strong, persisted in using every means in his power to bring about the proposed 
match, in which he conceived he was rendering an important service to the 
Saxon cause. The sudden and romantic appearance of his son in the lists at 
Ashby, he had justly regarded as almost a death's blow to his hopes. His 
paternal affection, it is true, had for an instant gained the victory over pride and 
patriotism; but both had returned in full force, and under their joint operation, 
he was now bent upon making a determined effort for the union of Athelstane 
and Rowena, together with expediting those other measures which seemed 
necessary to forward the restoration of Saxon independence. 


On this last subject, he was now labouring with Athelstane, not without 
having reason, every now and then, to lament, like Hotspur, that he should have 
moved such a dish of skimmed milk to so honourable an action. Athelstane, it is 
true, was vain enough, and loved to have his ears tickled with tales of his high 
descent, and of his right by inheritance to homage and sovereignty. But his petty 
vanity was sufficiently gratified by receiving this homage at the hands of his 
immediate attendants, and of the Saxons who approached him. If he had the 
courage to encounter danger, he at least hated the trouble of going to seek it; and 
while he agreed in the general principles laid down by Cedric concerning the 
claim of the Saxons to independence, and was still more easily convinced of his 
own title to reign over them when that independence should be attained, yet 


Thesaurus 
conceived: (adj) formed. labouring: (adj) drudging, work, ANTONYM: (n) disloyalty. 
despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, working, busy, toiling. skimmed: (v) flet, flotten. 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, tickled: (adj) tickled pink, overjoyed, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, maternal, agnatic, concerned, delighted, detective novel, ecstatic, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious. solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, elated, jubilant, happy, glad, excited. 
detest: (n, v) hate; (v) abominate, fatherlike, racial, fraternal. ANTONYM: (adj) disappointed. 
loathe, despise, execrate, dislike, ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly. visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
nauseate, contemn, dislike intensely; patriotism: (n) nationalism, imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, unreal, 
(n) loathing, abhorrence. nationality, love of country, dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) seer, 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, like, cherish, chauvinism, jingoism, loyalty, public dreamer, prophet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admire. spirit, xenophobia, Americanism, foolish, unromantic, practical, real, 


expediting: (v) expedite. national character, civism. realistic, unimaginative. 
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when the means of asserting these rights came to be discussed, he was still 
"Athelstane the Unready," slow, irresolute, procrastinating, and unenterprising. 
The warm and impassioned exhortations of Cedric had as little effect upon his 
impassive temper, as red-hot balls alighting in the water, which produce a little 
sound and smoke, and are instantly extinguished. 


If, leaving this task, which might be compared to spurring a tired jade, or to 
hammering upon cold iron, Cedric fell back to his ward Rowena, he received 
little more satisfaction from conferring with her. For, as his presence interrupted 
the discourse between the lady and her favourite attendant upon the gallantry 
and fate of Wilfred, Elgitha, failed not to revenge both her mistress and herself, 
by recurring to the overthrow of Athelstane in the lists, the most disagreeable 
subject which could greet the ears of Cedric. To this sturdy Saxon, therefore, the 
day's journey was fraught with all manner of displeasure and discomfort; so that 
he more than once internally cursed the tournament, and him who had 
proclaimed it, together with his own folly in ever thinking of going thither. 


At noon, upon the motion of Athelstane, the travellers paused in a woodland 
shade by a fountain, to repose their horses and partake of some provisions, with 
which the hospitable Abbot had loaded a sumpter mule. Their repast was a 
pretty long one; and these several interruptions rendered it impossible for them 
to hope to reach Rotherwood without travelling all night, a conviction which 
induced them to proceed on their way at a more hasty pace than they had 
hitherto used. 


Thesaurus 
asserting: (v) affirm; (adj) declaratory, irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, loitering, delinquent, backward, lazy, 
declarative, evidentiary; (n) assertion. hesitating, infirm, spineless, inactive, behindhand, slow; (n) 
hammering: (n) beating, pounding, doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, dalliance. 
pound, fagging, drudgery, needle fluctuating, inconstant. ANTONYMS: recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 
hammer, defeat, knock, failure, (adj) resolute, firm, stubborn, cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. unyielding, determined, decided, repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
ANTONYM: (n) victory. decisive, strong, confident. memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
impassioned: (adj) fervent, fanatical, partake: (v) deal, touch, share, (adj) irregular, intermittent, 
fiery, burning, passionate, hot, torrid, consume, attend, eat, taste, receive, spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional. 
vehement, keen, zealous; (adj, v) communicate, join, have. unenterprising: (adj) unadventurous, 
enthusiastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYM: (v) refrain. cool, steady. ANTONYM: (adj) 


impassive, indifferent, calm. procrastinating: (adj) delaying, tardy, enterprising. 
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CHAPTER XIX 


A train of armed men, some noble dame 
Escorting, (so their scatter'd words discover'd, 
As unperceived I hung upon their rear,) 

Are close at hand, and mean to pass the night 
Within the castle. 


Orra, a Tragedy 


The travellers had now reached the verge of the wooded country, and were 
about to plunge into its recesses, held dangerous at that time from the number of 
outlaws whom oppression and poverty had driven to despair, and who occupied 
the forests in such large bands as could easily bid defiance to the feeble police of 
the period. From these rovers, however, notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour Cedric and Athelstane accounted themselves secure, as they had in 
attendance ten servants, besides Wamba and Gurth, whose aid could not be 
counted upon, the one being a jester and the other a captive. It may be added, 
that in travelling thus late through the forest, Cedric and Athelstane relied on 
their descent and character, as well as their courage. The outlaws, whom the 
severity of the forest laws had reduced to this roving and desperate mode of life, 
were chiefly peasants and yeomen of Saxon descent, and were generally 
supposed to respect the persons and property of their countrymen. 


Thesaurus 
captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, unrelenting, robust, potent, douse, duck, submerge, crash, dunk, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; persuasive, able. plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, jester: (n) joker, fool, buffoon, comic, ANTONYMS: (n, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) clown, zany, harlequin, humorist, (n) improvement. 
free, uninterested, unconfined, spark, wit, droll. roving: (adj, v) itinerant, Peripatetic, 
liberated, emancipated, disillusioned; lateness: (n) slowness, delay, ambulatory; (v) roam; (adj, n) 
(n) guard, captor. sluggishness, timing, dilatoriness, wandering; (adj) rambling, mobile, 
feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, late, slothfulness, earliness, late migratory, peregrine, unsettled, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, maturity, tarriance, posteriority. vagabond. 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. ANTONYMS: (n) promptness, wooded: (adj) arboreous, sylvan, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, punctuality, earliness. woody, timbered, densely forested, 


hearty, tough, effective, powerful, plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; (v) leafy. 
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As the travellers journeyed on their way, they were alarmed by repeated 
cries for assistance; and when they rode up to the place from whence they came, 
they were surprised to find a horse-litter placed upon the ground, beside which 
sat a young woman, richly dressed in the Jewish fashion, while an old man, 
whose yellow cap proclaimed him to belong to the same nation, walked up and 
down with gestures expressive of the deepest despair, and wrung his hands, as if 
affected by some strange disaster. 


To the enquiries of Athelstane and Cedric, the old Jew could for some time 
only answer by invoking the protection of all the patriarchs of the Old 
Testament successively against the sons of Ishmael, who were coming to smite 
them, hip and thigh, with the edge of the sword. When he began to come to 
himself out of this agony of terror, Isaac of York (for it was our old friend) was at 
length able to explain, that he had hired a body-guard of six men at Ashby, 
together with mules for carrying the litter of a sick friend. This party had 
undertaken to escort him as far as Doncaster. They had come thus far in safety; 
but having received information from a wood-cutter that there was a strong 
band of outlaws lying in wait in the woods before them, Isaac's mercenaries had 
not only taken flight, but had carried off with them the horses which bore the 
litter and left the Jew and his daughter without the means either of defence or of 
retreat, to be plundered, and probably murdered, by the banditti, who they 
expected every moment would bring down upon them. "Would it but please 
your valours," added Isaac, in a tone of deep humiliation, "to permit the poor 
Jews to travel under your safeguard, I swear by the tables of our law, that never 
has favour been conferred upon a child of Israel since the days of our captivity, 
which shall be more gratefully acknowledged." 


"Dog of a Jew!" said Athelstane, whose memory was of that petty kind which 
stores up trifles of all kinds, but particularly trifling offences, "dost not remember 
how thou didst beard us in the gallery at the tilt-yard? Fight or flee, or 
compound with the outlaws as thou dost list, ask neither aid nor company from 
us; and if they rob only such as thee, who rob all the world, I, for mine own share, 
shall hold them right honest folk." 


Thesaurus 
alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, invoking: (adj) invocatory. 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: (adj) neither: (conj) either, no-one, not 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, outermost. either, nor, nother. 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: flee: (v) bolt, break out, fly, desert, patriarchs: (n) forbears, forefathers. 
(adj) carefree. break, abscond, elope, elude, run safeguard: (v) preserve, ensure, cover, 
captivity: (n) incarceration, away, run, leave. ANTONYMS: (v) protect, defend; (n) protection, care, 
imprisonment, internment, slavery, appear, advance. precaution, security; (n, v) shield, 
thralldom, thrall, thraldom, limbo, gratefully: (adv) appreciatively, shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) jeopardize, 
restraint, fetters, enslavement. indebtedly, obligedly, gratifyingly, expose, destroy, endanger. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, delightfully, beholdenly, pleasingly, smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang, 
emancipation, liberty. pleasantly, welcomely, goodly, clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 


deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, deliciously. batter, affect. 
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Cedric did not assent to the severe proposal of his companion. "We shall do 
better," said be, "to leave them two of our attendants and two horses to convey 
them back to the next village. It will diminish our strength but little; and with 
your good sword, noble Athelstane, and the aid of those who remain, it will be 
light work for us to face twenty of those runagates." 


Rowena, somewhat alarmed by the mention of outlaws in force, and so near 
them, strongly seconded the proposal of her guardian. But Rebecca suddenly 
quitting her dejected posture, and making her way through the attendants to the 
palfrey of the Saxon lady, knelt down, and, after the Oriental fashion in 
addressing superiors, kissed the hem of Rowena's garment. Then rising, and 
throwing back her veil, she implored her in the great name of the God whom 
they both worshipped, and by that revelation of the Law upon Mount Sinai, in 
which they both believed, that she would have compassion upon them, and 
suffer them to go forward under their safeguard. "It is not for myself that I pray 
this favour," said Rebecca; "nor is it even for that poor old man. I know, that to 
wrong and to spoil our nation is a light fault, if not a merit, with the Christians; 
and what is it to us whether it be done in the city, in the desert, or in the field? 
But it is in the name of one dear to many, and dear even to you, that I beseech 
you to let this sick person be transported with care and tenderness under your 
protection. For, if evil chance him, the last moment of your life would be 
embittered with regret for denying that which I ask of you." 


The noble and solemn air with which Rebecca made this appeal, gave it 
double weight with the fair Saxon. 


"The man is old and feeble," she said to her guardian, "the maiden young and 
beautiful, their friend sick and in peril of his life--Jews though they be, we cannot 
as Christians leave them in this extremity. Let them unload two of the sumpter- 
mules, and put the baggage behind two of the serfs. The mules may transport 
the litter, and we have led horses for the old man and his daughter." 


Cedric readily assented to what she proposed, and Athelstane only added the 
condition, "that they should travel in the rear of the whole party, where Wamba," 
he said, "might attend them with his shield of boar's brawn." 


Thesaurus 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
approval, agreement, compliance, sour, indignant, disappointed, ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, hatred, strength, detachment. 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. disenchanted; (v) resent. ANTONYM: unload: (v) discharge, empty, unlade, 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, (adj) idealistic. clear, tip, exonerate, free, dump, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) posture: (n) attitude, condition, stance, relieve; (adj, v) unburden, disburden. 
disagreement, refusal, resistance. deportment, aspect, circumstance, ANTONYM: (v) fill. 

baggage: (n) bag, bags, trunk, pack, manner, figure, mien; (n, v) pose, veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, mask, 
gear, equipment, stuff, effects, place. cloud, shroud, camouflage; (v) cloak, 
suitcases, woman, thing. tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 

believed: (adj) whispered, alleged, love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 


thought, held. clemency, mildness, compassion, expose. 
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"I have left my shield in the tilt-yard," answered the Jester, "as has been the 
fate of many a better knight than myself." 


Athelstane coloured deeply, for such had been his own fate on the last day of 
the tournament; while Rowena, who was pleased in the same proportion, as if to 
make amends for the brutal jest of her unfeeling suitor, requested Rebecca to 
ride by her side. 


"It were not fit I should do so," answered Rebecca, with proud humility, 
"where my society might be held a disgrace to my protectress." 


By this time the change of baggage was hastily achieved; for the single word 
"outlaws" rendered every one sufficiently alert, and the approach of twilight 
made the sound yet more impressive. Amid the bustle, Gurth was taken from 
horseback, in the course of which removal he prevailed upon the Jester to slack 
the cord with which his arms were bound. It was so negligently refastened, 
perhaps intentionally, on the part of Wamba, that Gurth found no difficulty in 
freeing his arms altogether from bondage, and then, gliding into the thicket, he 
made his escape from the party. 


The bustle had been considerable, and it was some time before Gurth was 
missed; for, as he was to be placed for the rest of the journey behind a servant, 
every one supposed that some other of his companions had him under his 
custody, and when it began to be whispered among them that Gurth had 
actually disappeared, they were under such immediate expectation of an attack 
from the outlaws, that it was not held convenient to pay much attention to the 
circumstance. 


The path upon which the party travelled was now so narrow, as not to admit, 
with any sort of convenience, above two riders abreast, and began to descend 
into a dingle, traversed by a brook whose banks were broken, swampy, and 
overgrown with dwarf willows. Cedric and Athelstane, who were at the head of 
their retinue, saw the risk of being attacked at this pass; but neither of them 
having had much practice in war, no better mode of preventing the danger 
occurred to them than that they should hasten through the defile as fast as 
possible. Advancing, therefore, without much order, they had just crossed the 


Thesaurus 
abreast: (adv) opposite, acquainted, ANTONYMS: (n) inactivity, stillness, petitioner; (n, v) wooer. 
off, au fait, alongside, on one side, idleness; (v) laziness, relaxation. swampy: (adj) marshy, boggy, muddy, 
abeam; (adj) near, aligned, negligently: (adv) inattentively, sloughy, quaggy, miry, plashy, 
knowledgeable; (prep) against. neglectfully, carelessly, fenny, mucky, soggy, peaty. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uninformed, lost, thoughtlessly, remissly, unfeeling: (adj) harsh, impassive, cold, 
unaware. nonchalantly, slackly, recklessly, cruel, callous, merciless, pitiless, 
achieved: (adj) finished, fulfilled. unmindfully, sloppily, unthinkingly. ruthless, numb, insensible, 
attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded. ANTONYMS: (adv) thoroughly, insensitive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bustle: (adj, n, v) hurry; (n, v) flurry, attentively, responsibly, seriously. caring, sympathetic, sensitive, kind, 
ado, fuss, hustle; (adj, n) stir, suitor: (n) plaintiff, suer, admirer, understanding, merciful, feeling, 
movement; (n) bother, commotion, beau, candidate, complainant, warm, tactful, concerned, 


disorder; (adj, v) hasten. gallant, boyfriend, applicant, compassionate. 
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brook with a part of their followers, when they were assailed in front, flank, and 
rear at once, with an impetuosity to which, in their confused and ill-prepared 
condition, it was impossible to offer effectual resistance. The shout of "A white 
dragon!--a white dragon! --Saint George for merry England!" war-cries adopted 
by the assailants, as belonging to their assumed character of Saxon outlaws, was 
heard on every side, and on every side enemies appeared with a rapidity of 
advance and attack which seemed to multiply their numbers. 


Both the Saxon chiefs were made prisoners at the same moment, and each 
under circumstances expressive of his character. Cedric, the instant that an 
enemy appeared, launched at him his remaining javelin, which, taking better 
effect than that which he had hurled at Fangs, nailed the man against an oak-tree 
that happened to be close behind him. Thus far successful, Cedric spurred his 
horse against a second, drawing his sword at the same time, and striking with 
such inconsiderate fury, that his weapon encountered a thick branch which hung 
over him, and he was disarmed by the violence of his own blow. He was 
instantly made prisoner, and pulled from his horse by two or three of the 
banditti who crowded around him. Athelstane shared his captivity, his bridle 
having been seized, and he himself forcibly dismounted, long before he could 
draw his weapon, or assume any posture of effectual defence. 


The attendants, embarrassed with baggage, surprised and terrified at the fate 
of their masters, fell an easy prey to the assailants; while the Lady Rowena, in the 
centre of the cavalcade, and the Jew and his daughter in the rear, experienced the 
same misfortune. 


Of all the train none escaped except Wamba, who showed upon the occasion 
much more courage than those who pretended to greater sense. He possessed 
himself of a sword belonging to one of the domestics, who was just drawing it 
with a tardy and irresolute hand, laid it about him like a lion, drove back several 
who approached him, and made a brave though ineffectual attempt to succour 
his master. Finding himself overpowered, the Jester at length threw himself 
from his horse, plunged into the thicket, and, favoured by the general confusion, 
escaped from the scene of action. Yet the valiant Jester, as soon as he found 


Thesaurus 
disarmed: (adj) harmless, prostrate. impetuousness, excitability, temerity, mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, precipitation, fervency. luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: 
able; (adj) forceful, telling, ANTONYMS: (n) deliberation, (n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, 
authoritative, operative, potent, patience, consideration, carefulness. success, happiness. 
adequate, impressive, powerful. ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, nailed: (adj) fixed, tight, stationary, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, stable, secure, decided, firm, 
incapable, weak, impotent, idle, weak, unable, void, vain. immobile. 
ineffective, unproductive, ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
unsuccessful, useless. effective, useful, viable, competent, promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, 
favoured: (adj) preferred, preferential. invulnerable, helpful, decisive. velocity, pace, fleetness, 
impetuosity: (n) eagerness, haste, heat, misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: (n) 


violence, vehemence, impulsiveness, | misadventure, disaster, calamity, tardiness. 
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himself safe, hesitated more than once whether he should not turn back and 
share the captivity of a master to whom he was sincerely attached. 


"I have heard men talk of the blessings of freedom," he said to himself, "but I 
wish any wise man would teach me what use to make of it now that I have it." 

As he pronounced these words aloud, a voice very near him called out in a 
low and cautious tone, "Wamba!" and, at the same time, a dog, which he 
recognised to be Fangs, jumped up and fawned upon him. "Gurth!" answered 
Wamba, with the same caution, and the swineherd immediately stood before 
him. 

"What is the matter?" said he eagerly; "what mean these cries, and that 
clashing of swords?" 

"Only a trick of the times," said Wamba; "they are all prisoners." 

"Who are prisoners?" exclaimed Gurth, impatiently. 

"My lord, and my lady, and Athelstane, and Hundibert, and Oswald." 


"In the name of God!" said Gurth, "how came they prisoners? --and to 
whom?" 


"Our master was too ready to fight," said the Jester; "and Athelstane was not 
ready enough, and no other person was ready at all. And they are prisoners to 
green cassocks, and black visors. And they lie all tumbled about on the green, 
like the crab-apples that you shake down to your swine. And I would laugh at 
it," said the honest Jester, "if I could for weeping." And he shed tears of 
unfeigned sorrow. 


Gurth's countenance kindled--"Wamba," he said, "thou hast a weapon, and 
thy heart was ever stronger than thy brain,--we are only two--but a sudden 
attack from men of resolution will do much--follow me!" 


"Whither?--and for what purpose?" said the Jester. 

"To rescue Cedric." 

"But you have renounced his service but now," said Wamba. 
"That," said Gurth, "was but while he was fortunate--follow me!" 


Thesaurus 
blessings: (n) blessing, godsend. restively. ANTONYMS: (adv) misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
eagerly: (adv) zealously, readily, uncomplainingly, calmly, ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
keenly, fervently, avidly, greedily, unenthusiastically, lightly. happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
enthusiastically, intently, earnestly, pronounced: (adj) clear, emphatic, cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
impatiently, actively. ANTONYMS: distinct, prominent, notable, obvious, content; (v) rejoice. 
(adv) apathetically, nonchalantly, salient, evident, definite, bold, teach: (v) enlighten, educate, instruct, 
grudgingly, patiently, halfheartedly, palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj) faint, coach, indoctrinate, drill, learn, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically. inconspicuous, indefinite, loose, lecture, school; (adj, v) guide, show. 
impatiently: (adv) petulantly, slight, small. tumbled: (adj) disordered. 
restlessly, keenly, intolerantly, sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve;  unfeigned: (adj) sincere, true, genuine, 
hastily, avidly, uneasily, (v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, honest, unaffected, heartfelt, truthful, 


enthusiastically, edgily, fidgetily, repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, frank, hearty, straight, natural. 
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As the Jester was about to obey, a third person suddenly made his 
appearance, and commanded them both to halt. From his dress and arms, 
Wamba would have conjectured him to be one of those outlaws who had just 
assailed his master; but, besides that he wore no mask, the glittering baldric 
across his shoulder, with the rich bugle-horn which it supported, as well as the 
calm and commanding expression of his voice and manner, made him, 
notwithstanding the twilight, recognise Locksley the yeoman, who had been 
victorious, under such disadvantageous circumstances, in the contest for the 
prize of archery. 


"What is the meaning of all this," said he, "or who is it that rifle, and ransom, 
and make prisoners, in these forests?" 


"You may look at their cassocks close by," said Wamba, "and see whether 
they be thy children's coats or no--for they are as like thine own, as one green 
pea-cod is to another." 


"I will learn that presently," answered Locksley; "and I charge ye, on peril of 
your lives, not to stir from the place where ye stand, until I have returned. Obey 
me, and it shall be the better for you and your masters.--Yet stay, I must render 
myself as like these men as possible." 


So saying he unbuckled his baldric with the bugle, took a feather from his 
cap, and gave them to Wamba; then drew a vizard from his pouch, and, 
repeating his charges to them to stand fast, went to execute his purposes of 
reconnoitring. 


"Shall we stand fast, Gurth?" said Wamba; "or shall we e'en give him leg-bail? 
In my foolish mind, he had all the equipage of a thief too much in readiness, to 
be himself a true man." 

"Let him be the devil," said Gurth, "an he will. We can be no worse of waiting 
his return. If he belong to that party, he must already have given them the alarm, 
and it will avail nothing either to fight or fly. Besides, I have late experience, that 
errant thieves are not the worst men in the world to have to deal with." 


The yeoman returned in the course of a few minutes. 


Thesaurus 
avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, unimpressive, insignificant, drew: (n) move, John Drew. 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; subservient. feather: (n) pen, feathering, pinion, 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. conjectured: (adj) supposed, nib, plumage, quill, kind, spline; (n, 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, opinionative. v) plume; (adj, n, v) fringe; (v) fledge. 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness. disadvantageous: (adj) adverse, readiness: (n) facility, ease, expedition, 
commanding: (adj) imperative, harmful, damaging, unfavorable, preparation, promptness, knack, 
imperious, peremptory, bossy, inconvenient, prejudicial, dexterity, eagerness, quickness, 
imposing, ascendant, compelling, unfavourable, injurious, inimical, fitness; (adj, n) alacrity. ANTONYMS: 
magnificent; (adj, n) grand, inopportune, inexpedient. (n) reluctance, delay. 
impressive; (adv) commandingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) favorable, reconnoitring: (n) exploratory survey, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, beneficial, helpful, opportune, scouting. 


unassertive, indecisive, desirable. vizard: (n) mask, visor. 
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"Friend Gurth," he said, "I have mingled among yon men, and have learnt to 
whom they belong, and whither they are bound. There is, I think, no chance that 
they will proceed to any actual violence against their prisoners. For three men to 
attempt them at this moment, were little else than madness; for they are good 
men of war, and have, as such, placed sentinels to give the alarm when any one 
approaches. But I trust soon to gather such a force, as may act in defiance of all 
their precautions; you are both servants, and, as I think, faithful servants, of 
Cedric the Saxon, the friend of the rights of Englishmen. He shall not want 
English hands to help him in this extremity. Come then with me, until I gather 
more aid." 


So saying, he walked through the wood at a great pace, followed by the jester 
and the swineherd. It was not consistent with Wamba's humour to travel long in 
silence. 


"I think," said he, looking at the baldric and bugle which he still carried, "that 
I saw the arrow shot which won this gay prize, and that not so long since as 
Christmas." 


"And I," said Gurth, "could take it on my halidome, that I have heard the 
voice of the good yeoman who won it, by night as well as by day, and that the 
moon is not three days older since I did so." 


"Mine honest friends," replied the yeoman, "who, or what I am, is little to the 
present purpose; should I free your master, you will have reason to think me the 
best friend you have ever had in your lives. And whether I am known by one 
name or another --or whether I can draw a bow as well or better than a cow- 
keeper, or whether it is my pleasure to walk in sunshine or by moonlight, are 
matters, which, as they do not concern you, so neither need ye busy yourselves 
respecting them." 


"Our heads are in the lion's mouth," said Wamba, in a whisper to Gurth, "get 
them out how we can." 

"Hush--be silent," said Gurth. 
sincerely that all will go well." 


"Offend him not by thy folly, and I trust 


Thesaurus 


arrow: (n) missile, bolt, dart, barb, 
gun, spear, bullet, cursor; (adj, n) 
rocket; (adj) hydrargyrum, 


folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 


moonbeam, moonglade, occupation, 
lunation, lunar month, labor; (n, v) 
work; (v) pilfer, do work; (adj) 


quicksilver. 
faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, sense. 

exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, learnt: (adj) learned. 

dependable, devoted, sound, devout; madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 

(adj, v) constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 

unreliable, false, inaccurate, (adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 

unfaithful, unrealistic, faithless, furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 

perfidious, backstabbing, cheating, calmness, order. 

inexact, loose. moonlight: (adj, n) moonshine; (n) 


irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: (n) moonshiny. 

whisper: (n, v) murmur, hum, 
mumble, suggestion, hint, inkling; (v) 
breathe, hiss; (n) rustle, trace, breath. 
ANTONYM: (n) information. 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for. 

yourselves: (pron) themselves, myself, 
herself. 
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CHAPTER XX 


When autumn nights were long and drear, 
And forest walks were dark and dim, 
How sweetly on the pilgrim's ear 
Was wont to steal the hermit's hymn 
Devotion borrows Music's tone, 
And Music took Devotion's wing; 
And, like the bird that hails the sun, 
They soar to heaven, and soaring sing. 
The Hermit of St Clement's Well 


It was after three hours' good walking that the servants of Cedric, with their 
mysterious guide, arrived at a small opening in the forest, in the centre of which 
grew an oak-tree of enormous magnitude, throwing its twisted branches in every 
direction. Beneath this tree four or five yeomen lay stretched on the ground, 
while another, as sentinel, walked to and fro in the moonlight shade. 


Upon hearing the sound of feet approaching, the watch instantly gave the 
alarm, and the sleepers as suddenly started up and bent their bows. Six arrows 
placed on the string were pointed towards the quarter from which the travellers 
approached, when their guide, being recognised, was welcomed with every 
token of respect and attachment, and all signs and fears of a rough reception at 
once subsided. 


Thesaurus 
attachment: (n) appendix, addition, anthem, carol, chorale, doxology; (v) eminent, beetling; (n) glide, gliding, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, glorify, laud, sing, extol. sailing, rise, flight, sailplaning. 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, sentinel: (n) sentry, lookout, watch, ANTONYM: (adj) low. 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) watchman, scout, picket, patrol, steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, filch, 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion, lookout man, guardian, outlook, pinch, creep, misappropriate, rob, 
separation, dislike. protector. pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch. 
borrows: (v) borrow; (n) lends. soar: (v) climb, hover, fly, mount, sweetly: (adv) pleasantly, sweet, 
drear: (adj) dreary, dingy, drab, glide, leap, jump, lift, billow; (n, v) mildly, melodically, melodiously, 
disconsolate, distressing, sad, rise, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) softly, syrupily, beautifully, 
lamentable, bleak, cheerless, decrease, drop, descend, collapse, pleasingly, dulcetly, fairly. 
darkening, gloomy. sink. ANTONYMS: (adv) discordantly, 


hymn: (n) song, canticle, chant, soaring: (adj) high, towering, flying, horribly, sharply, harshly, unkindly. 
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"Where is the Miller?" was his first question. 

"On the road towards Rotherham." 

"With how many?" demanded the leader, for such he seemed to be. 

"With six men, and good hope of booty, if it please St Nicholas." 

"Devoutly spoken," said Locksley; "and where is Allan-a-Dale?" 

"Walked up towards the Watling-street, to watch for the Prior of Jorvaulx." 
"That is well thought on also," replied the Captain;--"and where is the Friar?" 
"In his cell." 


"Thither will I go," said Locksley. "Disperse and seek your companions. 
Collect what force you can, for there's game afoot that must be hunted hard, and 
will turn to bay. Meet me here by daybreak.--And stay," he added, "I have 
forgotten what is most necessary of the whole--Two of you take the road quickly 
towards Torquilstone, the Castle of Front-de-Boeuf. A set of gallants, who have 
been masquerading in such guise as our own, are carrying a band of prisoners 
thither--Watch them closely, for even if they reach the castle before we collect our 
force, our honour is concerned to punish them, and we will find means to do so. 
Keep a close watch on them therefore; and dispatch one of your comrades, the 
lightest of foot, to bring the news of the yeomen thereabout." 


They promised implicit obedience, and departed with alacrity on their 
different errands. In the meanwhile, their leader and his two companions, who 
now looked upon him with great respect, as well as some fear, pursued their way 
to the Chapel of Copmanhurst. 


When they had reached the little moonlight glade, having in front the 
reverend, though ruinous chapel, and the rude hermitage, so well suited to 
ascetic devotion, Wamba whispered to Gurth, "If this be the habitation of a thief, 
it makes good the old proverb, The nearer the church the farther from God.--And 
by my coxcomb," he added, "I think it be even so--Hearken but to the black 
sanctus which they are singing in the hermitage!" 


Thesaurus 
ascetic: (adj) abstemious, austere, errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm victim. 
Spartan, ascetical, severe; (n) hermit, duties. masquerading: (adj) masked. 
abstinent, monk, recluse, eisel, guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, costume, proverb: (n) adage, byword, aphorism, 
abstainer. ANTONYMS: (adj) disguise, fashion, pretense, dictum, saying, axiom, parable, 
sumptuous, fussy, hedonistic, lavish. camouflage, attire, figure, color. motto, expression; (n, v) maxim, saw. 
dispatch: (n, v) speed, rush; (n) habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) domicile, punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
consignment, expedition, celerity, residence, house, home, habitat, castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
quickness; (v) send, accelerate, lodging, place, occupancy, strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
deliver, quicken, slay. ANTONYMS: inhabitation, inhabitancy. ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
(n) receiving, receipt, dawdling, ANTONYM: (n) vacancy. pardon, reward, commend. 
delay, loitering, silence; (v) keep, hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, sanctus: (n) Ave Maria. 


start, begin, hold, retain. required, sought, sought after; (n) 
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In fact the anchorite and his guest were performing, at the full extent of their 
very powerful lungs, an old drinking song, of which this was the burden:-- 


"Come, trowl the brown bowl to me, Bully boy, bully boy, Come, trowl the 
brown bowl to me: Ho! jolly Jenkin, I spy a knave in drinking, Come, trowl the 
brown bowl to me." 


"Now, that is not ill sung," said Wamba, who had thrown in a few of his own 
flourishes to help out the chorus. "But who, in the saint's name, ever expected to 
have heard such a jolly chant come from out a hermit's cell at midnight!" 


"Marry, that should I," said Gurth, "for the jolly Clerk of Copmanhurst is a 
known man, and kills half the deer that are stolen in this walk. Men say that the 
keeper has complained to his official, and that he will be stripped of his cowl and 
cope altogether, if he keeps not better order." 


While they were thus speaking, Locksley's loud and repeated knocks had at 
length disturbed the anchorite and his guest. "By my beads," said the hermit, 
stopping short in a grand flourish, "here come more benighted guests. I would 
not for my cowl that they found us in this goodly exercise. All men have their 
enemies, good Sir Sluggard; and there be those malignant enough to construe 
the hospitable refreshment which I have been offering to you, a weary traveller, 
for the matter of three short hours, into sheer drunkenness and debauchery, 
vices alike alien to my profession and my disposition." 


"Base calumniators!" replied the knight; "I would I had the chastising of them. 
Nevertheless, Holy Clerk, it is true that all have their enemies; and there be those 
in this very land whom I would rather speak to through the bars of my helmet 
than barefaced." 


"Get thine iron pot on thy head then, friend Sluggard, as quickly as thy 
nature will permit," said the hermit, "while I remove these pewter flagons, whose 
late contents run strangely in mine own pate; and to drown the clatter--for, in 
faith, I feel somewhat unsteady--strike into the tune which thou hearest me sing; 
it is no matter for the words--I scarce know them myself." 


Thesaurus 
bully: (n, v) hector; (v) bluster, debauchery: (n) dissipation, drunkenness: (1) alcoholism, 
bulldoze, threaten, ballyrag; (n) depravity, revel, excess, inebriety, ebriety, drinking, drink, 
tough, rowdy, hooligan, ruffian, dissoluteness, riot, revelry, orgy, vice, intoxication, crapulence, grogginess, 
bravo; (adj, v) domineer. bacchanal, Bacchanalia. insobriety, tipsiness, alcohol 
ANTONYMS: (n) urge, flatter, cajole; ANTONYMS: (n) chastity, addiction. 
(v) help, encourage, assist, obey, uprightness, decency, restraint. malignant: (adj) malevolent, 
protect, reassure. drown: (v) drench, submerge, malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, spiteful, 
construe: (v) read, interpret, expound, overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, virulent, sinister, mischievous, 
clarify, define, illuminate, infer, swamp, inundate, suffocate, pernicious, venomous. 
explain, account for, analyse, take. asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. pate: (n) crown, noddle, nob, crest, 
ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, chief, poll, cerebrum, brainpan, 


confuse, obscure, speculate. amplify, dry. cranium, scull, upper story. 
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So saying, he struck up a thundering "De profundis clamavi", under cover of 
which he removed the apparatus of their banquet: while the knight, laughing 
heartily, and arming himself all the while, assisted his host with his voice from 
time to time as his mirth permitted. 


"What devil's matins are you after at this hour?" said a voice from without. 


"Heaven forgive you, Sir Traveller!" said the hermit, whose own noise, and 
perhaps his nocturnal potations, prevented from recognising accents which were 
tolerably familiar to him--'Wend on your way, in the name of God and Saint 
Dunstan, and disturb not the devotions of me and my holy brother." 


"Mad priest," answered the voice from without, "open to Locksley!" 
"All's safe--all's right," said the hermit to his companion. 

"But who is he?" said the Black Knight; "it imports me much to know." 
"Who is he?" answered the hermit; "I tell thee he is a friend." 


"But what friend?" answered the knight; "for he may be friend to thee and 
none of mine?" 


"What friend?" replied the hermit; "that, now, is one of the questions that is 
more easily asked than answered. What friend? --why, he is, now that I bethink 
me a little, the very same honest keeper I told thee of a while since." 


"Ay, as honest a keeper as thou art a pious hermit," replied the knight, "I 
doubt it not. But undo the door to him before he beat it from its hinges." 


The dogs, in the meantime, which had made a dreadful baying at the 
commencement of the disturbance, seemed now to recognise the voice of him 
who stood without; for, totally changing their manner, they scratched and 
whined at the door, as if interceding for his admission. The hermit speedily 


unbolted his portal, and admitted Locksley, with his two companions. 


"Why, hermit," was the yeoman's first question as soon as he beheld the 
knight, "what boon companion hast thou here?" 


"A brother of our order," replied the friar, shaking his head; "we have been at 


our orisons all night." 


arming: (n) arms, militarisation, 
mobilization, militarization, 
mobilisation, armed, outfitting, 
equipping. 

boon: (n) blessing, benefit, mercy, 
concession, good, gratuity; (n, v) 
benefaction, gift, grant; (adj) jocund, 
hilarious. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disadvantage, privation, disaster, 
minus. 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 


Thesaurus 


earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously. 

interceding: (adj) intercessory. 

portal: (n) gate, door, mouth, gateway, 
porch, entry, entrance, inlet, portals, 
entree, lips. 

recognising: (v) recognize, recognise. 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 


terror; (n) thunder. 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 
acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
moderately, to a tolerable degree, 
pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
intolerably, unacceptably, 
unreasonably, insufficiently, 
inadequately. 

unbolted: (adj) loose, open, unlatched, 


lubberly, spanking, big, loud, striking unlocked, unsecured. 
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"He is a monk of the church militant, I think," answered Locksley; "and there 
be more of them abroad. I tell thee, friar, thou must lay down the rosary and 
take up the quarter-staff; we shall need every one of our merry men, whether 
clerk or layman. --But," he added, taking him a step aside, "art thou mad? to give 
admittance to a knight thou dost not know? Hast thou forgot our articles?" 


"Not know him!" replied the friar, boldly, "I know him as well as the beggar 
knows his dish." 


"And what is his name, then?" demanded Locksley. 


"His name," said the hermit--"his name is Sir Anthony of Scrabelstone--as if I 
would drink with a man, and did not know his name!" 


"Thou hast been drinking more than enough, friar," said the woodsman, "and, 
I fear, prating more than enough too." 


"Good yeoman," said the knight, coming forward, "be not wroth with my 
merry host. He did but afford me the hospitality which I would have compelled 
from him if he had refused it." 


"Thou compel!" said the friar; "wait but till have changed this grey gown for a 
green cassock, and if I make not a quarter-staff ring twelve upon thy pate, I am 
neither true clerk nor good woodsman." 


While he spoke thus, he stript off his gown, and appeared in a close black 
buckram doublet and drawers, over which he speedily did on a cassock of green, 
and hose of the same colour. "I pray thee truss my points," said he to Wamba, 
"and thou shalt have a cup of sack for thy labour." 


"Gramercy for thy sack," said Wamba; "but think'st thou it is lawful for me to 
aid you to transmew thyself from a holy hermit into a sinful forester?" 


"Never fear," said the hermit; "I will but confess the sins of my green cloak to 
my greyfriar's frock, and all shall be well again." 


"Amen!" answered the Jester; "a broadcloth penitent should have a sackcloth 
confessor, and your frock may absolve my motley doublet into the bargain." 


Thesaurus 


confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father. 

demanded: (adj) urgent, popular, 


absolve: (adj, v) justify; (v) forgive, 
exculpate, exonerate, acquit, free, 
pardon, remit, clear, redeem, 
discharge. ANTONYMS: (v) convict, 


assorted, colorful, heterogeneous, 
multicolored, checkered; (n) medley, 
miscellany, mixture, assortment. 
ANTONYM: (adj) homogeneous. 


blame, condemn, sentence, punish, 
obligate, incriminate, impeach, hold, 
charge, bind. 

broadcloth: (n) fabric. 

cassock: (n) clergyman, gown, casa, 
casino, vestment, frock, tunicle, 
priest, surplice, garment, Geneva 
gown frock. 


requisitory. 

militant: (adj) belligerent, warlike, 
fighting, military, pugnacious, 
combative, warring; (n) activist, 
fighter, campaigner; (adj, n) radical. 
ANTONYMS: (n) conformist; (adj) 
restrained, apathetic, moderate. 

motley: (adj) miscellaneous, mottled, 


prating: (n) trash, drivel, report; (v) 
click, clack. 

truss: (v) bandage, bind, fasten, 
bundle, tie up; (n, v) pack, prop; (n) 
frame, stay, fagot; (adj) pinion. 

wroth: (adj) wrathful, angry, irate, 
indignant, raging, furious, hot, 
enraged, incensed, choleric, fury. 
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So saying, he accommodated the friar with his assistance in tying the endless 
number of points, as the laces which attached the hose to the doublet were then 
termed. 


While they were thus employed, Locksley led the knight a little apart, and 
addressed him thus:--"Deny it not, Sir Knight--you are he who decided the 
victory to the advantage of the English against the strangers on the second day of 
the tournament at Ashby." 


"And what follows if you guess truly, good yeoman?" replied the knight. 

"I should in that case hold you," replied the yeoman, "a friend to the weaker 
party." 

"Such is the duty of a true knight at least," replied the Black Champion; "and I 
would not willingly that there were reason to think otherwise of me." 


"But for my purpose," said the yeoman, "thou shouldst be as well a good 
Englishman as a good knight; for that, which I have to speak of, concerns, indeed, 
the duty of every honest man, but is more especially that of a true-born native of 
England." 


"You can speak to no one," replied the knight, "to whom England, and the life 
of every Englishman, can be dearer than to me." 


"I would willingly believe so," said the woodsman, "for never had this 
country such need to be supported by those who love her. Hear me, and I will 
tell thee of an enterprise, in which, if thou be'st really that which thou seemest, 
thou mayst take an honourable part. A band of villains, in the disguise of better 
men than themselves, have made themselves master of the person of a noble 
Englishman, called Cedric the Saxon, together with his ward, and his friend 
Athelstane of Coningsburgh, and have transported them to a castle in this forest, 
called Torquilstone. I ask of thee, as a good knight and a good Englishman, wilt 
thou aid in their rescue?" 


"I am bound by my vow to do so," replied the knight; "but I would willingly 
know who you are, who request my assistance in their behalf?" 


Thesaurus 
concerns: (n) dealings, affairs. noble: (adj, n) grand, glorious, tournament; (n, v) tourney; (v) 
disguise: (n, v) cloak, mask, conceal, patrician; (adj) imposing, impressive, combat, action, engagement, joust. 
masquerade, veil, camouflage, color; elevated, majestic, generous, high; tying: (n) ligation, bundling, 
(n) guise, concealment; (v) hide, (adj, v) dignified, great. ANTONYMS: attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj) 
dissemble. ANTONYMS: (n) (adj) shameful, humble, dishonorable, binding; (v) restrict. 
revelation; (v) unmask, uncover, lowly, lowborn, disgraceful, willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
show, expose, display, disclose, unimpressive, ignoble, modest, petty; cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
clarify, reveal. (n) lady. disposedly, actively, openly, 
honourable: (adj) estimable, reverend, themselves: (pron) myself, itself, obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
venerable, glorious, honorable, yourself; (n) yourselves. ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
distinguished, above-board, good, tournament: (n) contest, competition, reluctantly, uncooperatively, 


worthy, right, noble. game, meet, event, elimination unenthusiastically. 
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"I am," said the forester, "a nameless man; but I am the friend of my country, 
and of my country's friends--With this account of me you must for the present 
remain satisfied, the more especially since you yourself desire to continue 
unknown. Believe, however, that my word, when pledged, is as inviolate as if I 
wore golden spurs." 


"I willingly believe it," said the knight; "I have been accustomed to study 
men's countenances, and I can read in thine honesty and resolution. I will, 
therefore, ask thee no further questions, but aid thee in setting at freedom these 
oppressed captives; which done, I trust we shall part better acquainted, and well 
satisfied with each other." 


"So," said Wamba to Gurth,--for the friar being now fully equipped, the Jester, 
having approached to the other side of the hut, had heard the conclusion of the 
conversation,--"So we have got a new ally ?--1 trust the valour of the knight will 
be truer metal than the religion of the hermit, or the honesty of the yeoman, for 
this Locksley looks like a born deer-stealer, and the priest like a lusty hypocrite." 


"Hold thy peace, Wamba," said Gurth; "it may all be as thou dost guess; but 
were the horned devil to rise and proffer me his assistance to set at liberty Cedric 
and the Lady Rowena, I fear I should hardly have religion enough to refuse the 
foul fiend's offer, and bid him get behind me." 


The friar was now completely accoutred as a yeoman, with sword and 
buckler, bow, and quiver, and a strong partisan over his shoulder. He left his 
cell at the head of the party, and, having carefully locked the door, deposited the 
key under the threshold. 


"Art thou in condition to do good service, friar," said Locksley, "or does the 
brown bowl still run in thy head?" 

"Not more than a drought of St Dunstan's fountain will allay," answered the 
priest; "something there is of a whizzing in my brain, and of instability in my 
legs, but you shall presently see both pass away." 


Thesaurus 
fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (n) jet, calm, balance, constancy, solidity, partisan: (n) backer, champion, friend, 
font, source, reservoir, origin, dependability, order, predictability. bigot, disciple, advocate, adherent, 
derivation, repository, root, squirt. nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed, enthusiast; (adj, n) sectarian, partizan; 
horned: (adj) cornuted, somm, horny, unidentified, unsung, (adj) biased. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sharp, cuckolded, cornigerous, undistinguished, unspecified, peacekeepers, opponent, rebel, 
bearing horns, having horns. inexpressible, strange, indescribable, turncoat; (adj) unbiased, nonpartisan, 
ANTONYM: (adj) hornless. obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM: Standard, impartial, fair, disloyal. 
instability: (n) fluctuation, flightiness, (adj) famous. pledged: (adj, v) affianced; (adj) 
unreliability, flux, unrest, oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, betrothed, busy, bound, occupied, 
unstableness, insecurity, vacillation, broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, bespoken, promised, sworn, 
disequilibrium, volatility; (adj, n) aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, responsible, intermeshed, 


fugacity. ANTONYMS: (n) stability, loaded. guaranteed. 
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So saying, he stepped to the stone basin, in which the waters of the fountain 
as they fell formed bubbles which danced in the white moonlight, and took so 
long a drought as if he had meant to exhaust the spring. 


"When didst thou drink as deep a drought of water before, Holy Clerk of 
Copmanhurst?" said the Black Knight. 


"Never since my wine-but leaked, and let out its liquor by an illegal vent," 
replied the friar, "and so left me nothing to drink but my patron's bounty here." 


Then plunging his hands and head into the fountain, he washed from them 
all marks of the midnight revel. 


Thus refreshed and sobered, the jolly priest twirled his heavy partisan round 
his head with three fingers, as if he had been balancing a reed, exclaiming at the 
same time, "Where be those false ravishers, who carry off wenches against their 
will? May the foul fiend fly off with me, if I am not man enough for a dozen of 
them." 


"Swearest thou, Holy Clerk?" said the Black Knight. 


"Clerk me no Clerks," replied the transformed priest; "by Saint George and 
the Dragon, I am no longer a shaveling than while my frock is on my back-- 
When I am cased in my green cassock, I will drink, swear, and woo a lass, with 
any blithe forester in the West Riding." 

"Come on, Jack Priest," said Locksley, "and be silent; thou art as noisy as a 
whole convent on a holy eve, when the Father Abbot has gone to bed.--Come on 
you, too, my masters, tarry not to talk of it--I say, come on, we must collect all 
our forces, and few enough we shall have, if we are to storm the Castle of 
Reginald Front-de-Boeuf." 

"What! is it Front-de-Boeuf," said the Black Knight, "who has stopt on the 
king's highway the king's liege subjects?--Is he turned thief and oppressor?" 


"Oppressor he ever was," said Locksley. 


"And for thief," said the priest, "I doubt if ever he were even half so honest a 
man as many a thief of my acquaintance." 


Thesaurus 

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) expend, deplete, use, tire out; (adj, v) loyal, staunch, true, steady. 
bringing into state of equilibrium, tire, waste, dissipate. ANTONYMS: liquor: (n) fluid, broth, alcohol, booze, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, (v) refresh, invigorate, replenish, brew, brandy, arrack, spirits, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel restore, revive, energize, save, renew, schnapps; (n, v) drink; (adj, n) liquid. 
balancing, balancing accountancy, increase, fortify. oppressor: (adj, n) despot, tyrant; (n) 
comparison; (adj) libratory. jolly: (adj) gay, cheerful, happy, autocrat, persecutor, bully, 

bubbles: (n) froth, suds, effervescence, festive, genial, bright, cheery, merry,  tormenter; (adj) extortioner, hard 
spume, fizz, lather, sparkle. jocund; (v) chaff; (adv) lively. master, martinet, Draco, bashaw. 

convent: (n, v) abbey, cloister; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, 
monastery, friary, priory, nunnery, miserable, serious. pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, 
community, retreat. liege: (n) feudatory, liegeman, vassal, low, plummeting; (n) descent. 


exhaust: (v) spend, drain, empty, sap, lord, liege Lord, subject, Luik; (adj) shaveling: (n) boy, shorling. 
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"Move on, priest, and be silent," said the yeoman; "it were better you led the 
way to the place of rendezvous, than say what should be left unsaid, both in 


decency and prudence." 


decency: (n) dignity, modesty, 
decorum, kindness, morality, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, 
virtue, respectability, propriety. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, 
offensiveness, corruption, 
immorality, wickedness, 
unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, 
impropriety, badness, nastiness. 

left: (adj) gone, absent, port, odd, 


Thesaurus 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv, n) right; (adj) 


remaining, center, starboard, present. 


priest: (adj, n) clergyman, divine; (n) 
minister, ecclesiastic, churchman, 
pastor, celebrant, parson, cleric, 
presbyter, chaplain. 

rendezvous: (n) encounter, tryst, 


appointment, meeting, meeting place, 


date, engagement, resort, affair; (v) 
meet, center round. 


remaining, larboard, gauche, sinister; unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 


(n) left hand, left wing, mitt. 


understood, unexpressed, wordless, 


untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken. 

yeoman: (n) beefeater, gaffer, chap, 
cultivator, fellow, freeholder, blade, 
good man, swain, wight, woodcutter. 
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CHAPTER XXI 


Alas, how many hours and years have past, 
Since human forms have round this table sate, 
Or lamp, or taper, on its surface gleam'd! 
Methinks, I hear the sound of time long pass'd 
Still murmuring o'er us, in the lofty void 
Of these dark arches, like the ling'ring voices 


Of those who long within their graves have slept. 
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Orra, a Tragedy 


While these measures were taking in behalf of Cedric and his companions, 
the armed men by whom the latter had been seized, hurried their captives along 
towards the place of security, where they intended to imprison them. But 
darkness came on fast, and the paths of the wood seemed but imperfectly known 
to the marauders. They were compelled to make several long halts, and once or 
twice to return on their road to resume the direction which they wished to 
pursue. The summer morn had dawned upon them ere they could travel in full 
assurance that they held the right path. But confidence returned with light, and 
the cavalcade now moved rapidly forward. Meanwhile, the following dialogue 
took place between the two leaders of the banditti. 


came: (v) arrive, come. 

graves: (n) Robert Graves, Robert 
Ranke Graves. 

imprison: (v) cage, incarcerate, jail, 
immure, commit, prison, restrain, 
gaol, detain, lock up, shut. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free, 
liberate. 

lamp: (n) light, lantern, beacon, 
headlight, flashbulb, flashgun, table 
lamp, oil lamp, storm lantern; (n, v) 
look; (v) behold. 


Thesaurus 
lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble. 


morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 


time, break of dawn, break of day, 
break of the day. 
o'er: (adv) on, upon, across. 


resume: (v) restart, regain, summarize, 


continue, revert, adopt, recapitulate; 
(n, v) outline; (n) digest, synopsis, 
summary. ANTONYMS: (v) 
abandon, suspend, die, discontinue, 
expand. 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness. 
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"It is time thou shouldst leave us, Sir Maurice," said the Templar to De Bracy, 
"in order to prepare the second part of thy mystery. Thou art next, thou knowest, 
to act the Knight Deliverer." 


"I have thought better of it," said De Bracy; "I will not leave thee till the prize 
is fairly deposited in Front-de-Boeuf's castle. There will I appear before the Lady 
Rowena in mine own shape, and trust that she will set down to the vehemence 
of my passion the violence of which I have been guilty." 


"And what has made thee change thy plan, De Bracy?" replied the Knight 
Templar. 


"That concerns thee nothing," answered his companion. 


"I would hope, however, Sir Knight," said the Templar, "that this alteration of 
measures arises from no suspicion of my honourable meaning, such as Fitzurse 
endeavoured to instil into thee?" 


"My thoughts are my own," answered De Bracy; "the fiend laughs, they say, 
when one thief robs another; and we know, that were he to spit fire and 
brimstone instead, it would never prevent a Templar from following his bent." 

"Or the leader of a Free Company," answered the Templar, "from dreading at 
the hands of a comrade and friend, the injustice he does to all mankind." 

"This is unprofitable and perilous recrimination," answered De Bracy; "suffice 
it to say, I know the morals of the Temple-Order, and I will not give thee the 
power of cheating me out of the fair prey for which I have run such risks." 


"Psha," replied the Templar, "what hast thou to fear?--Thou knowest the 
vows of our order." 


"Right well," said De Bracy, "and also how they are kept. Come, Sir Templar, 
the laws of gallantry have a liberal interpretation in Palestine, and this is a case 
in which I will trust nothing to your conscience." 


"Hear the truth, then," said the Templar; "I care not for your blue-eyed beauty. 
There is in that train one who will make me a better mate." 


"What! wouldst thou stoop to the waiting damsel?" said De Bracy. 


Thesaurus 
alteration: (n) adjustment, change, harm, damage. ANTONYMS: (n) spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 
revision, shift, changeover, fairness, evenhandedness, spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 
conversion, modification, variation, reasonableness, goodness, tolerance. broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer. 
reversal, metamorphosis, instil: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
amendment. ANTONYMS: (n) fixity,  transfuse, introduce, impregnate, condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
preservation. imbue, impress, infix, ingrain, impart cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) porch. 
brimstone: (n) native sulphur, sulfur, gradually. ANTONYM: (v) straighten. 
native sulfur, atomic number. laws: (n) Pentateuch, Torah. vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 
dreading: (adj) anxious. morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, passion, eagerness, strength, 
injustice: (n) iniquity, wrong, hedonism, ethical motive, conscience, impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
unfairness, bigotry, wickedness, motivation, motive, need, behavior, heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 


prejudice, crime; (adj, n) injury, evil, moral philosophy. indifference, meekness, serenity. 
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"No, Sir Knight," said the Templar, haughtily. "To the waiting-woman will I 
not stoop. I have a prize among the captives as lovely as thine own." 


"By the mass, thou meanest the fair Jewess!" said De Bracy. 


"And if I do," said Bois-Guilbert, "who shall gainsay me?" 


"No one that I know," said De Bracy, "unless it be your vow of celibacy, or a 
cheek of conscience for an intrigue with a Jewess." 


"For my vow," said the Templar, "our Grand Master hath granted me a 


dispensation. 


And for my conscience, a man that has slain three hundred 


Saracens, need not reckon up every little failing, like a village girl at her first 
confession upon Good Friday eve." 


"Thou knowest best thine own privileges," said De Bracy. "Yet, I would have 
sworn thy thought had been more on the old usurer's money bags, than on the 


black eyes of the daughter." 


"I can admire both," answered the Templar; "besides, the old Jew is but half- 
prize. I must share his spoils with Front-de-Boeuf, who will not lend us the use 
of his castle for nothing. I must have something that I can term exclusively my 
own by this foray of ours, and I have fixed on the lovely Jewess as my peculiar 
prize. But, now thou knowest my drift, thou wilt resume thine own original plan, 
wilt thou not?--Thou hast nothing, thou seest, to fear from my interference." 


"No," replied De Bracy, "I will remain beside my prize. What thou sayst is 
passing true, but I like not the privileges acquired by the dispensation of the 
Grand Master, and the merit acquired by the slaughter of three hundred 


Saracens. 


scrupulous about peccadilloes." 


You have too good a right to a free pardon, to render you very 


While this dialogue was proceeding, Cedric was endeavouring to wring out 


of those who guarded him an avowal of their character and purpose. 


"You 


should be Englishmen," said he; "and yet, sacred Heaven! you prey upon your 
countrymen as if you were very Normans. You should be my neighbours, and, if 
so, my friends; for which of my English neighbours have reason to be otherwise? 
I tell ye, yeomen, that even those among ye who have been branded with 


avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, 
affirmation, admission, statement, 
recognition, acknowledgement, 
announcement, confession, 
testimony; (n, v) profession. 

celibacy: (n) single, unmarried, 
abstinence, virginity, celibate, 
bachelorship, condition, 
maidenhood, single blessedness, 
status, virtue. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissipation, excess, indulgence. 

dispensation: (n) allotment, release, 


Thesaurus 


disposal, assignment, division, 
freedom, distribution, exemption, 
license, allocation, apportionment. 
ANTONYM: (n) prohibition. 

foray: (n) attack, assault, incursion, 
aggression, invasion, descent, inroad; 
(n, v) maraud; (v) plunder, despoil, 
invade. 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot. 


meanest: (adj) last, least. 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful. 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack. 
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outlawry have had from me protection; for I have pitied their miseries, and curst 
the oppression of their tyrannic nobles. What, then, would you have of me? or in 
what can this violence serve ye?--Ye are worse than brute beasts in your actions, 
and will you imitate them in their very dumbness?" 


It was in vain that Cedric expostulated with his guards, who had too many 
good reasons for their silence to be induced to break it either by his wrath or his 
expostulations. They continued to hurry him along, travelling at a very rapid 
rate, until, at the end of an avenue of huge trees, arose Torquilstone, now the 
hoary and ancient castle of Reginald Front-de-Boeuf. It was a fortress of no great 
size, consisting of a donjon, or large and high square tower, surrounded by 
buildings of inferior height, which were encircled by an inner court-yard. 
Around the exterior wall was a deep moat, supplied with water from a 
neighbouring rivulet. Front-de-Boeuf, whose character placed him often at feud 
with his enemies, had made considerable additions to the strength of his castle, 
by building towers upon the outward wall, so as to flank it at every angle. The 
access, as usual in castles of the period, lay through an arched barbican, or 
outwork, which was terminated and defended by a small turret at each corner. 


Cedric no sooner saw the turrets of Front-de-Boeuf's castle raise their grey 
and moss-grown battlements, glimmering in the morning sun above the wood by 
which they were surrounded, than he instantly augured more truly concerning 
the cause of his misfortune. 


"I did injustice," he said, "to the thieves and outlaws of these woods, when I 
supposed such banditti to belong to their bands; I might as justly have 
confounded the foxes of these brakes with the ravening wolves of France. Tell 
me, dogs--is it my life or my wealth that your master aims at? Is it too much that 
two Saxons, myself and the noble Athelstane, should hold land in the country 
which was once the patrimony of our race?--Put us then to death, and complete 
your tyranny by taking our lives, as you began with our liberties. If the Saxon 
Cedric cannot rescue England, he is willing to die for her. Tell your tyrannical 
master, I do only beseech him to dismiss the Lady Rowena in honour and safety. 


Thesaurus 

barbican: (n, v) tower. hoary: (adj) ancient, hoar, old, white, homework, defense, defensive 
curst: (adj) darned, damned, deuced, grey, elderly, musty, dull, canescent, structure. 

goddam, goddamn, goddamned, antique, archaic. ravening: (adj) rapacious, voracious, 

maledict, everlasting, damnable, moat: (n) ditch, dike, dyke, trench, greedy, ravenous, esurient, 

damn, accursed. main, gully, sewer, siphon, sough, predatory, vulturine, vulturous, 
donjon: (n) castle, dungeon, fastness, barrier; (v) bulwark. raptorial, edacious, famished. 

hold, oubliette, citadel, capitol, bread outlawry: (adj) antinomy, despotism, turret: (adj) steeple, spire, campanile, 

and butter, stronghold, fortress. brute force, violence; (n) lawlessness, obelisk, pillar, monument, minaret, 
encircled: (adj) enclosed, bounded, exile, banishment, expulsion, column; (n) gun turret, gun 

circinate, circular, decorated, ostracism, anarchy, illegality. enclosure, garret. 

delimited, ringed, wreathed, outwork: (v) advance work, horn tyrannic: (adj) autocratic, despotic, 


bordered, annulated, annular. work; (n) bulwark, frontier, defence, dictatorial, authoritarian, oppressive. 
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She is a woman, and he need not dread her; and with us will die all who dare 
fight in her cause." 


The attendants remained as mute to this address as to the former, and they 
now stood before the gate of the castle. De Bracy winded his horn three times, 
and the archers and cross-bow men, who had manned the wall upon seeing their 
approach, hastened to lower the drawbridge, and admit them. The prisoners 
were compelled by their guards to alight, and were conducted to an apartment 
where a hasty repast was offered them, of which none but Athelstane felt any 
inclination to partake. Neither had the descendant of the Confessor much time 
to do justice to the good cheer placed before them, for their guards gave him and 
Cedric to understand that they were to be imprisoned in a chamber apart from 
Rowena. Resistance was vain; and they were compelled to follow to a large 
room, which, rising on clumsy Saxon pillars, resembled those refectories and 
chapter-houses which may be still seen in the most ancient parts of our most 
ancient monasteries. 


The Lady Rowena was next separated from her train, and conducted, with 
courtesy, indeed, but still without consulting her inclination, to a distant 
apartment. The same alarming distinction was conferred on Rebecca, in spite of 
her father's entreaties, who offered even money, in this extremity of distress, that 
she might be permitted to abide with him. "Base unbeliever," answered one of 
his guards, "when thou hast seen thy lair, thou wilt not wish thy daughter to 
partake it." And, without farther discussion, the old Jew was forcibly dragged 
off in a different direction from the other prisoners. The domestics, after being 
carefully searched and disarmed, were confined in another part of the castle; and 
Rowena was refused even the comfort she might have derived from the 
attendance of her handmaiden Elgitha. 


The apartment in which the Saxon chiefs were confined, for to them we turn 
our first attention, although at present used as a sort of guard-room, had 
formerly been the great hall of the castle. It was now abandoned to meaner 
purposes, because the present lord, among other additions to the convenience, 
security, and beauty of his baronial residence, had erected a new and noble hall, 


Thesaurus 


abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 


journey, dodge, leave, migrate, move, 


pass. 

baronial: (adj) lordly, noble, August, 
royal, stately, impressive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) humble. 

consulting: (adj) consultative; (n) 
consultation; (v) consult. 


descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
follower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
forebear, ascendant, predecessor. 

handmaiden: (n) maid, amah, 
subordinateness, subsidiarity, 
housemaid, maidservant, servant, 
biddy. 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 


speedy, hurried, quick. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) deliberate, considered, leisurely, 
sensible, gradual, thorough, cautious, 
careful, roundabout, prudent, 
patient. 

lair: (n) burrow, hole, hideaway, 
hiding place, hideout, cell, retreat, 
earth, sanctum sanctorum; (adj) sty, 
sink of corruption. 

winded: (adj) panting, gasping, 
breathless, pursy, blown, puffing, 
puffed; (adj, adv) out of breath. 
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whose vaulted roof was supported by lighter and more elegant pillars, and fitted 
up with that higher degree of ornament, which the Normans had already 
introduced into architecture. 


Cedric paced the apartment, filled with indignant reflections on the past and 
on the present, while the apathy of his companion served, instead of patience 
and philosophy, to defend him against every thing save the inconvenience of the 
present moment; and so little did he feel even this last, that he was only from 
time to time roused to a reply by Cedric's animated and impassioned appeal to 
him. 

"Yes," said Cedric, half speaking to himself, and half addressing himself to 
Athelstane, "it was in this very hall that my father feasted with Torquil 
Wolfganger, when he entertained the valiant and unfortunate Harold, then 
advancing against the Norwegians, who had united themselves to the rebel Tosti. 
It was in this hall that Harold returned the magnanimous answer to the 
ambassador of his rebel brother. Oft have I heard my father kindle as he told the 
tale. The envoy of Tosti was admitted, when this ample room could scarce 
contain the crowd of noble Saxon leaders, who were quaffing the blood-red wine 
around their monarch." 


"I hope," said Athelstane, somewhat moved by this part of his friend's 
discourse, "they will not forget to send us some wine and refactions at noon--we 
had scarce a breathing-space allowed to break our fast, and I never have the 
benefit of my food when I eat immediately after dismounting from horseback, 
though the leeches recommend that practice." 


Cedric went on with his story without noticing this interjectional observation 
of his friend. 


"The envoy of Tosti," he said, "moved up the hall, undismayed by the 
frowning countenances of all around him, until he made his obeisance before the 
throne of King Harold. 

"What terms,' he said, 'Lord King, hath thy brother Tosti to hope, if he should 
lay down his arms, and crave peace at thy hands?! 


Thesaurus 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, lowering, scowling, frowny, clouded; noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, (adv) frowningly; (n) austere, handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. boisterous, coarse. considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, miserly, unforgiving, petty. 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. susceptible, emotional, elated, 
unexciting, dead. ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, interested. 

envoy: (n) diplomat, minister, unaffected. undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
delegate, ambassador, agent, courier, leeches: (n) cupping, bleeding, unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
messenger, representative, legate, venesection, phylum Annelida, valiant, unblanched, unawed, 
deputy, runner. Annelida, phlebotomy. unapprehensive, unabashed, 


frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, resolutely courageous, bold. 
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"A brother's love,’ cried the generous Harold, 'and the fair earldom of 
Northumberland.' 


"But should Tosti accept these terms,’ continued the envoy, 'what lands shall 
be assigned to his faithful ally, Hardrada, King of Norway?! 


"Seven feet of English ground,' answered Harold, fiercely, 'or, as Hardrada is 
said to be a giant, perhaps we may allow him twelve inches more.' 


"The hall rung with acclamations, and cup and horn was filled to the 
Norwegian, who should be speedily in possession of his English territory." 


"I could have pledged him with all my soul," said Athelstane, "for my tongue 
cleaves to my palate." 


"The baffled envoy," continued Cedric, pursuing with animation his tale, 
though it interested not the listener, "retreated, to carry to Tosti and his ally the 
ominous answer of his injured brother. It was then that the distant towers of 
York, and the bloody streams of the Derwent, beheld that direful conflict, in 
which, after displaying the most undaunted valour, the King of Norway, and 
Tosti, both fell, with ten thousand of their bravest followers. Who would have 
thought that upon the proud day when this battle was won, the very gale which 
waved the Saxon banners in triumph, was filling the Norman sails, and 
impelling them to the fatal shores of Sussex?--Who would have thought that 
Harold, within a few brief days, would himself possess no more of his kingdom, 
than the share which he allotted in his wrath to the Norwegian invader? --Who 
would have thought that you, noble Athelstane--that you, descended of Harold's 
blood, and that I, whose father was not the worst defender of the Saxon crown, 
should be prisoners to a vile Norman, in the very hall in which our ancestors 
held such high festival?" 


"It is sad enough," replied Athelstane; "but I trust they will hold us to a 
moderate ransom--At any rate it cannot be their purpose to starve us outright; 
and yet, although it is high noon, I see no preparations for serving dinner. Look 
up at the window, noble Cedric, and judge by the sunbeams if it is not on the 
verge of noon." 


Thesaurus 

allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, earldom: (n) rank, county, domain, interloper, conqueror, trespasser, 
selected. demesne, count. thief, robber, immigrant. 

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, squall, hurricane, gust, wind, thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. ANTONYM: (n) breeze. ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. impelling: (adj) communicating force, undaunted: (adj, n) bold; (adj) fearless, 

direful: (adj) horrible, awful, terrific, driving, impellent, effective, active, brave, intrepid, resolute, dauntless, 
awesome, gruesome, shocking, efficacious, exciting, moving, daring, heroic, unabashed, valiant, 
fearsome, terrible, horrendous, persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint. confident. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dreadful, fearful. ANTONYMS: (adj) invader: (n) assailant, intruder, cowardly, timid, afraid, anxious, 


wonderful, fortuitous, favorable. encroacher, attacker, raider, scared. 
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"It may be so," answered Cedric; "but I cannot look on that stained lattice 
without its awakening other reflections than those which concern the passing 
moment, or its privations. When that window was wrought, my noble friend, 
our hardy fathers knew not the art of making glass, or of staining it--The pride of 
Wolfganger's father brought an artist from Normandy to adorn his hall with this 
new species of emblazonment, that breaks the golden light of God's blessed day 
into so many fantastic hues. The foreigner came here poor, beggarly, cringing, 
and subservient, ready to doff his cap to the meanest native of the household. 
He returned pampered and proud, to tell his rapacious countrymen of the 
wealth and the simplicity of the Saxon nobles --a folly, oh, Athelstane, foreboded 
of old, as well as foreseen, by those descendants of Hengist and his hardy tribes, 
who retained the simplicity of their manners. We made these strangers our 
bosom friends, our confidential servants; we borrowed their artists and their arts, 
and despised the honest simplicity and hardihood with which our brave 
ancestors supported themselves, and we became enervated by Norman arts long 
ere we fell under Norman arms. Far better was our homely diet, eaten in peace 
and liberty, than the luxurious dainties, the love of which hath delivered us as 
bondsmen to the foreign conqueror!" 


"I should," replied Athelstane, "hold very humble diet a luxury at present; 
and it astonishes me, noble Cedric, that you can bear so truly in mind the 
memory of past deeds, when it appeareth you forget the very hour of dinner." 


"It is time lost," muttered Cedric apart and impatiently, "to speak to him of 
aught else but that which concerns his appetite! The soul of Hardicanute hath 
taken possession of him, and he hath no pleasure save to fill, to swill, and to call 
for more. --Alas!" said he, looking at Athelstane with compassion, "that so dull a 
spirit should be lodged in so goodly a form! Alas! that such an enterprise as the 
regeneration of England should turn on a hinge so imperfect! Wedded to 
Rowena, indeed, her nobler and more generous soul may yet awake the better 
nature which is torpid within him. Yet how should this be, while Rowena, 
Athelstane, and I myself, remain the prisoners of this brutal marauder and have 


Thesaurus 


beggarly: (adj) base, mean, shabby, 
sorry, miserable, poor, humble, 
pitiable, ignoble; (adj, n) scrubby, 
vile. 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates. 

doff: (v) remove, divest, undress, 
disrobe, shed, uncase, unclothe, 
dismount, discase, do, deduct. 

eaten: (v) eat. 

emblazonment: (n) blazoning, 
blazonment, emblazonry. 

enervated: (adj) debilitated, limp, 


tired, lethargic, weak, languid, faint, 
colorless, adynamic, asthenic, 
enfeebled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
activated, invigorated, strengthened, 
energized, strong. 


hardihood: (v) audacity; (n) courage, 


daring, boldness, temerity, 
fearlessness, fortitude, brass; (adj, n) 
face, guts; (n, v) assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frailty, timidity. 


marauder: (n) bandit, depredator, 


pillager, spoiler, predator, attacker, 


brigand, freebooter, thief, plunderer, 
raider. 

pampered: (adj) indulged, spoiled, 
soft, bad, fed luxuriously, luxurious. 

swill: (adj, v) guzzle; (n, v) drink, 
potion; (n) slops, waste, pigwash, 
garbage, refuse; (v) drench, slosh; 
(adj) booze. 

torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 
indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively. 
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been made so perhaps from a sense of the dangers which our liberty might bring 
to the usurped power of his nation?" 


While the Saxon was plunged in these painful reflections, the door of their 
prison opened, and gave entrance to a sewer, holding his white rod of office. 
This important person advanced into the chamber with a grave pace, followed by 
four attendants, bearing in a table covered with dishes, the sight and smell of 
which seemed to be an instant compensation to Athelstane for all the 
inconvenience he had undergone. The persons who attended on the feast were 
masked and cloaked. 


"What mummery is this?" said Cedric; "think you that we are ignorant whose 
prisoners we are, when we are in the castle of your master? Tell him," he 
continued, willing to use this opportunity to open a negotiation for his freedom,- 
-"Tell your master, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf, that we know no reason he can 
have for withholding our liberty, excepting his unlawful desire to enrich himself 
at our expense. Tell him that we yield to his rapacity, as in similar circumstances 
we should do to that of a literal robber. Let him name the ransom at which he 
rates our liberty, and it shall be paid, providing the exaction is suited to our 
means." The sewer made no answer, but bowed his head. 


"And tell Sir Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," said Athelstane, "that I send him my 
mortal defiance, and challenge him to combat with me, on foot or horseback, at 
any secure place, within eight days after our liberation; which, if he be a true 
knight, he will not, under these circumstances, venture to refuse or to delay." 


"I shall deliver to the knight your defiance," answered the sewer; "meanwhile 
I leave you to your food." 


The challenge of Athelstane was delivered with no good grace; for a large 
mouthful, which required the exercise of both jaws at once, added to a natural 
hesitation, considerably damped the effect of the bold defiance it contained. Still, 
however, his speech was hailed by Cedric as an incontestible token of reviving 
spirit in his companion, whose previous indifference had begun, 
notwithstanding his respect for Athelstane's descent, to wear out his patience. 
But he now cordially shook hands with him in token of his approbation, and was 


Thesaurus 
incontestible: (adj) unanswerable, 
ironclad, incontrovertible, 
demonstrable, unshakable, 


begun: (adj) present. 
cordially: (adv) warmly, genially, 


recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing. 


kindly, sincerely, heartfeltly, 
ardently, friendly, jovially, earnestly, 
affectionately, harmoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
frostily. 

exaction: (n) extortion, demand, 
blackmail, reclamation, 
revendication, tax, requirement, 
enforcement, force, imposition, 
assessment. 


demonstrated. 

rapacity: (adj, n) greed, avarice; (n) 
cupidity, edacity, covetousness, 
rapaciousness, esurience, extortion, 
gluttony, voracity; (adj) avidity. 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 


sewer: (adj, n) cloaca; (n) channel, 
ditch, gully, dike, culvert, sewerage, 
drainpipe, moat, main; (adj) latrines. 

usurped: (adj) tortious. 

withholding: (n) detention, 
reservation, withholding tax, 
confinement, custody, deduction, 
deprivation, estrangement, holding, 
keeping, maintenance. ANTONYM: 
(n) release. 
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somewhat grieved when Athelstane observed, "that he would fight a dozen such 
men as Front-de-Boeuf, if, by so doing, he could hasten his departure from a 
dungeon where they put so much garlic into their pottage." Notwithstanding this 
intimation of a relapse into the apathy of sensuality, Cedric placed himself 
opposite to Athelstane, and soon showed, that if the distresses of his country 
could banish the recollection of food while the table was uncovered, yet no 
sooner were the victuals put there, than he proved that the appetite of his Saxon 
ancestors had descended to him along with their other qualities. 


The captives had not long enjoyed their refreshment, however, ere their 
attention was disturbed even from this most serious occupation by the blast of a 
horn winded before the gate. It was repeated three times, with as much violence 
as if it had been blown before an enchanted castle by the destined knight, at 
whose summons halls and towers, barbican and battlement, were to roll off like 
a morning vapour. The Saxons started from the table, and hastened to the 
window. But their curiosity was disappointed; for these outlets only looked 
upon the court of the castle, and the sound came from beyond its precincts. The 
summons, however, seemed of importance, for a considerable degree of bustle 
instantly took place in the castle. 


Thesaurus 
battlement: (n) fortification, parapet, expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, recur, deteriorate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
machicolation, embattlement, rush; (n, v) further, forward, improve, recover, progress; (1) 
rampart, earthwork, embrasure, dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, improvement, recovery, 
crenelation; (v) scarp, retard, amble. regeneration. 
circumvallation, vallum. recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) sensuality: (n) sensualism, animalism, 
enchanted: (adj) bewitched, delighted, reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, sensualness, lust, carnality, 
charmed, fascinated, rapt, remembrance, recognition, memento, concupiscence, animal gratification, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, memorial, commemoration, memoir, bodily enjoyment, hedonism, 
enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. retrospect. sensationalism, debauchery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; (n) vapour: (n) vapor, evaporation, gas, 
unhappy. recidivism, recurrence, regression, vaporization, vaporisation, boiling, 


hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) deterioration; (v) backslide, revert, clouding, mist, fog, damp, smoke. 
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CHAPTER XXII 


My daughter — 
O my ducats — 
O my daughter!-- 


O my Christian ducats! 
Justice--the Law--my ducats, and my daughter! 
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Merchant of Venice 


Leaving the Saxon chiefs to return to their banquet as soon as their 
ungratified curiosity should permit them to attend to the calls of their half- 
satiated appetite, we have to look in upon the yet more severe imprisonment of 
Isaac of York. The poor Jew had been hastily thrust into a dungeon-vault of the 
castle, the floor of which was deep beneath the level of the ground, and very 


damp, being lower than 


even the moat itself. 


The only light was received 


through one or two loop-holes far above the reach of the captive's hand. These 
apertures admitted, even at mid-day, only a dim and uncertain light, which was 
changed for utter darkness long before the rest of the castle had lost the blessing 
of day. Chains and shackles, which had been the portion of former captives, 
from whom active exertions to escape had been apprehended, hung rusted and 
empty on the walls of the prison, and in the rings of one of those sets of fetters 
there remained two mouldering bones, which seemed to have been once those of 


appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, liking, 
gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
repulsion, revulsion, apathy, distaste. 

calls: (n) securities, puts, bonds, 
preferred stock, common stock. 

chains: (n) fetters, bond, chain, bonds, 
handcuffs, irons, manacles, shackles, 
iron, confine, trammel. 

curiosity: (n) curiousness, rarity, 
interest, curio, oddity, prying, 


Thesaurus 


nosiness, peculiarity, novelty, 
marvel; (adj, n) prodigy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) emotionlessness, 
indifference, disinterest. 

. fetters: (n) chains, captivity, bond, 
restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, 
enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
ANTONYM: (n) liberation. 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 
fatigued, puzzled, decorated. 

portion: (n, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 


fragment, component, section; (adj, n) 
constituent. ANTONYM: (n) whole. 

ungratified: (adj, v) unsatisfied; (adj) 
discontented, unsatiated, uneasy, 
frustrated, disgruntled, dissatisfied, 
fidgety, itchy, fretful. 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) tell. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block. 
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the human leg, as if some prisoner had been left not only to perish there, but to 
be consumed to a skeleton. 


At one end of this ghastly apartment was a large fire-grate, over the top of 
which were stretched some transverse iron bars, half devoured with rust. 


The whole appearance of the dungeon might have appalled a stouter heart 
than that of Isaac, who, nevertheless, was more composed under the imminent 
pressure of danger, than he had seemed to be while affected by terrors, of which 
the cause was as yet remote and contingent. The lovers of the chase say that the 
hare feels more agony during the pursuit of the greyhounds, than when she is 
struggling in their fangs. 


And thus it is probable, that the Jews, by the very frequency of their fear on 
all occasions, had their minds in some degree prepared for every effort of 
tyranny which could be practised upon them; so that no aggression, when it had 
taken place, could bring with it that surprise which is the most disabling quality 
of terror. Neither was it the first time that Isaac had been placed in 
circumstances so dangerous. He had therefore experience to guide him, as well 
as hope, that he might again, as formerly, be delivered as a prey from the fowler. 
Above all, he had upon his side the unyielding obstinacy of his nation, and that 
unbending resolution, with which Israelites have been frequently known to 
submit to the uttermost evils which power and violence can inflict upon them, 
rather than gratify their oppressors by granting their demands. 


In this humour of passive resistance, and with his garment collected beneath 
him to keep his limbs from the wet pavement, Isaac sat in a corner of his 
dungeon, where his folded hands, his dishevelled hair and beard, his furred 
cloak and high cap, seen by the wiry and broken light, would have afforded a 
study for Rembrandt, had that celebrated painter existed at the period. The Jew 
remained, without altering his position, for nearly three hours, at the expiry of 
which steps were heard on the dungeon stair. The bolts screamed as they were 
withdrawn--the hinges creaked as the wicket opened, and Reginald Front-de- 
Boeuf, followed by the two Saracen slaves of the Templar, entered the prison. 


Thesaurus 


devoured: (adj) eaten up. 

disabling: (adj) incapacitating, 
disqualifying. 

dishevelled: (adj) untidy, tousled, 
messy, blowzy, rough, frowsy, 
frowzy, unkempt, sloppy, slovenly; 
(v) bedraggled. 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches. 

fowler: (n) huntsman, birdcatcher, 
Henry Watson fowler. 

unbending: (adj) inflexible, stiff, firm, 


adamant, stubborn, obdurate, 
inexorable, severe, intractable, 
implacable, obstinate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) flexible, bending, compliant, 
pliable, weak, soft, irresolute, floppy, 
lenient, liberal, accommodating. 
unyielding: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
unbending, uncompromising, 
relentless, firm, obstinate, resolute, 
hard, inexorable, inflexible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
compliant, soft, surrendering, 


yielding, bouncy, loose, limp, 

unrelenting, gentle, fragile. 
uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
arthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, farthermost, 
‘urthermost, ultimate, most. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate. 
wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
ibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, thin, 
supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
iny, smooth, soft, stout, fat. 
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Front-de-Boeuf, a tall and strong man, whose life had been spent in public 
war or in private feuds and broils, and who had hesitated at no means of 
extending his feudal power, had features corresponding to his character, and 
which strongly expressed the fiercer and more malignant passions of the mind. 
The scars with which his visage was seamed, would, on features of a different 
cast, have excited the sympathy and veneration due to the marks of honourable 
valour; but, in the peculiar case of Front-de-Boeuf, they only added to the 
ferocity of his countenance, and to the dread which his presence inspired. This 
formidable baron was clad in a leathern doublet, fitted close to his body, which 
was frayed and soiled with the stains of his armour. He had no weapon, 
excepting a poniard at his belt, which served to counterbalance the weight of the 
bunch of rusty keys that hung at his right side. 


The black slaves who attended Front-de-Boeuf were stripped of their 
gorgeous apparel, and attired in jerkins and trowsers of coarse linen, their 
sleeves being tucked up above the elbow, like those of butchers when about to 
exercise their function in the slaughter-house. Each had in his hand a small 
pannier; and, when they entered the dungeon, they stopt at the door until Front- 
de-Boeuf himself carefully locked and double-locked it. Having taken this 
precaution, he advanced slowly up the apartment towards the Jew, upon whom 
he kept his eye fixed, as if he wished to paralyze him with his glance, as some 
animals are said to fascinate their prey. It seemed indeed as if the sullen and 
malignant eye of Front-de-Boeuf possessed some portion of that supposed power 
over his unfortunate prisoner. The Jew sate with his mouth a-gape, and his eyes 
fixed on the savage baron with such earnestness of terror, that his frame seemed 
literally to shrink together, and to diminish in size while encountering the fierce 
Norman's fixed and baleful gaze. The unhappy Isaac was deprived not only of 
the power of rising to make the obeisance which his terror dictated, but he could 
not even doff his cap, or utter any word of supplication; so strongly was he 
agitated by the conviction that tortures and death were impending over him. 


On the other hand, the stately form of the Norman appeared to dilate in 
magnitude, like that of the eagle, which ruffles up its plumage when about to 


Thesaurus 


apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe. 

dilate: (adj, v) enlarge, expatiate; (v) 
distend, amplify, heave, inflate, 
broaden, develop, extend, increase, 
magnify. ANTONYMS: (v) contract, 
constrict, shrink, lessen, reduce. 


earnestness: (n) seriousness, sincerity, 
gravity, fervor, devotion, graveness, 


slackness, lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy. 

extending: (adj) expanding. 

fascinate: (adj, n, v) charm; (n, v) 
allure, enchant, entice; (adj, v) attract; 
(v) bewitch, enthrall, enrapture, 
enthral, entrance, capture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, tire, repel, 
disenchant, disinterest, appall. 


staidness, honesty; (adj, n) ardor, zeal, pannier: (n) basket, hamper, pannier- 


intentness. ANTONYMS: (n) 


man, corbel, gabion, saddlebag, 


dosser, crate, hammer, ped, hoop. 

paralyze: (v) palsy, cripple, paralyse, 
disable, deaden, petrify; (n, v) numb, 
stun; (adj, n) obtund, blunt; (adj) 
anaesthetize. 

scars: (n) seams. 

seamed: (adj) unsmooth, rough. 

supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
orison, blessing, imploration. 

trowsers: (n) pants, trews. 
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pounce on its defenceless prey. He paused within three steps of the corner in 
which the unfortunate Jew had now, as it were, coiled himself up into the 
smallest possible space, and made a sign for one of the slaves to approach. The 
black satellite came forward accordingly, and, producing from his basket a large 
pair of scales and several weights, he laid them at the feet of Front-de-Boeuf, and 
again retired to the respectful distance, at which his companion had already 
taken his station. 


The motions of these men were slow and solemn, as if there impended over 
their souls some preconception of horror and of cruelty. Front-de-Boeuf himself 
opened the scene by thus addressing his ill-fated captive. 


"Most accursed dog of an accursed race," he said, awaking with his deep and 
sullen voice the sullen echoes of his dungeon vault, "seest thou these scales?" 


The unhappy Jew returned a feeble affirmative. 


"In these very scales shalt thou weigh me out," said the relentless Baron, "a 
thousand silver pounds, after the just measure and weight of the Tower of 
London." 


"Holy Abraham!" returned the Jew, finding voice through the very extremity 
of his danger, "heard man ever such a demand?--Who ever heard, even in a 
minstrel's tale, of such a sum as a thousand pounds of silver?--What human sight 
was ever blessed with the vision of such a mass of treasure?--Not within the 
walls of York, ransack my house and that of all my tribe, wilt thou find the tithe 
of that huge sum of silver that thou speakest of." 


"I am reasonable," answered Front-de-Boeuf, "and if silver be scant, I refuse 
not gold. At the rate of a mark of gold for each six pounds of silver, thou shalt 
free thy unbelieving carcass from such punishment as thy heart has never even 
conceived." 


"Have mercy on me, noble knight!" exclaimed Isaac; "I am old, and poor, and 
helpless. It were unworthy to triumph over me--It is a poor deed to crush a 
worm." 


Thesaurus 


accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, cadaver, framework, shell, carrion, _ ransack: (v) loot, pillage, seek, despoil, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, remains, dead body, skeleton, bomb. comb, rifle, rake, raid, sack, pry, 


damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) coiled: (adj) curled, curved, twined, foray. 
atrocious, stranded. coiling, twisted, convoluted, rolled, scant: (adj) insufficient, scanty, 
affirmative: (adj) positive, affirmatory, wavy, bent, round; (adj, v) spiral. skimpy, poor, few, inadequate, 
assertive, ratifying, concurring; (adv) | ANTONYM: (adj) uncoiled. narrow, little; (adj, v) meager, bare; 
yes; (n) affirmation, avowal, preconception: (n) bias, prejudice, (v) skimp. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assenting; (adj, v) predicatory, anticipation, presumption, plentiful, extensive. 
declaratory. ANTONYMS: (adj) prepossession, partiality, prenotion, tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
dissenting; (n) no. parti pris, foresight, preconceived custom, assessment, octroi, 
awaking: (n) waking, awakening. opinion, preconceived idea. benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) tax; 


carcass: (n) body, frame, corpse, ANTONYM: (n) impartiality. (adj) decimal. 
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"Old thou mayst be," replied the knight; "more shame to their folly who have 
suffered thee to grow grey in usury and knavery --Feeble thou mayst be, for 
when had a Jew either heart or hand --But rich it is well known thou art." 


"I swear to you, noble knight," said the Jew "by all which I believe, and by all 
which we believe in common--" 


"Perjure not thyself," said the Norman, interrupting him, "and let not thine 
obstinacy seal thy doom, until thou hast seen and well considered the fate that 
awaits thee. Think not I speak to thee only to excite thy terror, and practise on 
the base cowardice thou hast derived from thy tribe. I swear to thee by that 
which thou dost NOT believe, by the gospel which our church teaches, and by 
the keys which are given her to bind and to loose, that my purpose is deep and 
peremptory. This dungeon is no place for trifling. Prisoners ten thousand times 
more distinguished than thou have died within these walls, and their fate hath 
never been known! But for thee is reserved a long and lingering death, to which 
theirs were luxury." 


He again made a signal for the slaves to approach, and spoke to them apart, 
in their own language; for he also had been in Palestine, where perhaps, he had 
learnt his lesson of cruelty. The Saracens produced from their baskets a quantity 
of charcoal, a pair of bellows, and a flask of oil. While the one struck a light 
with a flint and steel, the other disposed the charcoal in the large rusty grate 
which we have already mentioned, and exercised the bellows until the fuel came 
to a red glow. 


"Seest thou, Isaac," said Front-de-Boeuf, "the range of iron bars above the 
glowing charcoal? On that warm couch thou shalt lie, stripped of thy clothes as 
if thou wert to rest on a bed of down. One of these slaves shall maintain the fire 
beneath thee, while the other shall anoint thy wretched limbs with oil, lest the 
roast should burn.--Now, choose betwixt such a scorching bed and the payment 
of a thousand pounds of silver; for, by the head of my father, thou hast no other 
option." 


Thesaurus 

anoint: (v) oil, sanctify, embrocate,do cask, ampulla, carafe, decanter, jar, inactive, dull; (n) delay. ANTONYM: 
over, consecrate, dedicate, smear, flagon, vacuum flask, vial. (adj) quick. 
imbue, bless, embalm, freshen. grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, perjure: (v) forswear, perjured. 
ANTONYMS: (v) curse, damn. gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 

bellows: (n) blower, lung, bellowing, provoke; (n) lattice. quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) ridicule; 
blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air _ knavery: (n) quackery, jugglery, foul (n) joint. ANTONYMS: (v) cool, 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator. play, trickery, swindle, betrayal, praise. 

doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; (v) falsification, falsehood, charlatanism, scorching: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
condemn, convict, damn; (n) destiny, knavishness, roguery. scalding, baking, broiling, boiling, 
day of reckoning, chance, luck, lot. lingering: (adj) long, chronic, sultry, stifling, torrid; (v) fiery, 
ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) absolve. extended, dilatory, protracted, flaming. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 


flask: (n) bottle, flasket, container, prolonged, residual, lengthy, fresh, cool. 
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"It is impossible," exclaimed the miserable Jew--"it is impossible that your 
purpose can be real! The good God of nature never made a heart capable of 
exercising such cruelty!" 


"Trust not to that, Isaac," said Front-de-Boeuf, "it were a fatal error. Dost thou 
think that I, who have seen a town sacked, in which thousands of my Christian 
countrymen perished by sword, by flood, and by fire, will blench from my 
purpose for the outcries or screams of one single wretched Jew?--or thinkest thou 
that these swarthy slaves, who have neither law, country, nor conscience, but 
their master's will--who use the poison, or the stake, or the poniard, or the cord, 
at his slightest wink --thinkest thou that THEY will have mercy, who do not even 
understand the language in which it is asked?--Be wise, old man; discharge 
thyself of a portion of thy superfluous wealth; repay to the hands of a Christian a 
part of what thou hast acquired by the usury thou hast practised on those of his 
religion. Thy cunning may soon swell out once more thy shrivelled purse, but 
neither leech nor medicine can restore thy scorched hide and flesh wert thou 
once stretched on these bars. Tell down thy ransom, I say, and rejoice that at 
such rate thou canst redeem thee from a dungeon, the secrets of which few have 
returned to tell. I waste no more words with thee--choose between thy dross and 
thy flesh and blood, and as thou choosest, so shall it be." 


"So may Abraham, Jacob, and all the fathers of our people assist me," said 
Isaac, "I cannot make the choice, because I have not the means of satisfying your 
exorbitant demand!" 


"Seize him and strip him, slaves," said the knight, "and let the fathers of his 
race assist him if they can." 


The assistants, taking their directions more from the Baron's eye and his hand 
than his tongue, once more stepped forward, laid hands on the unfortunate Isaac, 
plucked him up from the ground, and, holding him between them, waited the 
hard-hearted Baron's farther signal. The unhappy Jew eyed their countenances 
and that of Front-de-Boeuf, in hope of discovering some symptoms of relenting; 
but that of the Baron exhibited the same cold, half-sullen, half-sarcastic smile 
which had been the prelude to his cruelty; and the savage eyes of the Saracens, 


Thesaurus 
blench: (v) blanch, recoil, quail, blink, _pilled. wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
flinch, bleach, shrink back, shrink, rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, lean, dry, shrunk, dryer. 
cringe, cower, whiten. revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
dross: (n) trash, rubbish, scoria, refuse, (n, v) delight, glory, joy. needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
slag, waste, impurity, dregs, garbage, ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
offal, cinder. complain. superabundant, supernumerary, 
perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender. supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, scorched: (adj) baked, adust, burnt, indispensable, important, essential, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, dry, seared, burned, charred, torrid, basic, pertinent. 
decomposed. dried out, destroyed, drier. wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, ANTONYMS: (adj) wet, humid. instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 


unfeathered, featherless, moulting, shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer. 
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rolling gloomily under their dark brows, acquiring a yet more sinister expression 
by the whiteness of the circle which surrounds the pupil, evinced rather the 
secret pleasure which they expected from the approaching scene, than any 
reluctance to be its directors or agents. The Jew then looked at the glowing 
furnace, over which he was presently to be stretched, and seeing no chance of his 
tormentor's relenting, his resolution gave way. 


"I will pay," he said, "the thousand pounds of silver--That is," he added, after 
a moment's pause, "I will pay it with the help of my brethren; for I must beg as a 
mendicant at the door of our synagogue ere I make up so unheard-of a sum.-- 
When and where must it be delivered?" 


"Here," replied Front-de-Boeuf, "here it must be delivered --weighed it must 
be--weighed and told down on this very dungeon floor.--Thinkest thou I will 
part with thee until thy ransom is secure?" 


"And what is to be my surety," said the Jew, "that I shall be at liberty after this 
ransom is paid?" 

"The word of a Norman noble, thou pawn-broking slave," answered Front- 
de-Boeuf; "the faith of a Norman nobleman, more pure than the gold and silver 
of thee and all thy tribe." 


"I crave pardon, noble lord," said Isaac timidly, "but wherefore should I rely 
wholly on the word of one who will trust nothing to mine?" 


"Because thou canst not help it, Jew," said the knight, sternly. "Wert thou now 
in thy treasure-chamber at York, and were I craving a loan of thy shekels, it 
would be thine to dictate the time of payment, and the pledge of security. This is 
MY treasure-chamber. Here I have thee at advantage, nor will I again deign to 
repeat the terms on which I grant thee liberty." 


The Jew groaned deeply.--"Grant me," he said, "at least with my own liberty, 
that of the companions with whom I travel. They scorned me as a Jew, yet they 
pitied my desolation, and because they tarried to aid me by the way, a share of 
my evil hath come upon them; moreover, they may contribute in some sort to my 
ransom." 


Thesaurus 
craving: (n) appetite, addiction, mendicant: (n) pauper, cadger, friar, timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
appetence, eagerness, hankering, yen, maund, abbot, beggarwoman, lay cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
hunger; (n, v) desire, appetency; (adj, brother, conventual, cenobite, anxiously, nervously, shily, gingerly, 
n) longing; (adj) eager. ANTONYMS: beadsman, pilgrim. modestly, apprehensively. 
(n) disgust, hatred, distaste, nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently, 
repulsion, aversion, apathy, lord, peer, marquis, nobility, bravely, daringly, brashly, fearlessly, 
disinclination; (adj) unconcerned, grandee, baron, duke, armiger, decisively, brazenly. 
disinterested. burgrave. unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast synagogue: (n) tabernacle, house of unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, worship, place of worship, temple, unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, church, Mormon tabernacle, house of unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 


crematorium. prayer, house of God. inconceivable. 
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"If thou meanest yonder Saxon churls," said Front-de-Boeuf, "their ransom 
will depend upon other terms than thine. Mind thine own concerns, Jew, I warn 
thee, and meddle not with those of others." 


"Tam, then," said Isaac, "only to be set at liberty, together with mine wounded 
friend?" 

"Shall I twice recommend it," said Front-de-Boeuf, "to a son of Israel, to 
meddle with his own concerns, and leave those of others alone?--Since thou hast 
made thy choice, it remains but that thou payest down thy ransom, and that at a 
short day." 


"Yet hear me," said the Jew--"for the sake of that very wealth which thou 
wouldst obtain at the expense of thy--"Here he stopt short, afraid of irritating the 
savage Norman. But Front-de-Boeuf only laughed, and himself filled up the 
blank at which the Jew had hesitated. 


"At the expense of my conscience, thou wouldst say, Isaac; speak it out--I tell 
thee, Iam reasonable. I can bear the reproaches of a loser, even when that loser 
is a Jew. Thou wert not so patient, Isaac, when thou didst invoke justice against 
Jacques Fitzdotterel, for calling thee a usurious blood-sucker, when thy exactions 
had devoured his patrimony." 


"I swear by the Talmud," said the Jew, "that your valour has been misled in 
that matter. Fitzdotterel drew his poniard upon me in mine own chamber, 
because I craved him for mine own silver. The term of payment was due at the 
Passover." 


"I care not what he did," said Front-de-Boeuf; "the question is, when shall I 
have mine own?--when shall I have the shekels, Isaac?" 


"Let my daughter Rebecca go forth to York," answered Isaac, "with your safe 
conduct, noble knight, and so soon as man and horse can return, the treasure." 
Here he groaned deeply, but added, after the pause of a few seconds, "The 
treasure shall be told down on this very floor." 


"Thy daughter!" said Front-de-Boeuf, as if surprised,--"By heavens, Isaac, I 
would I had known of this. I deemed that yonder black-browed girl had been 


Thesaurus 


craved: (adj) coveted. aggravating, troublesome, irritant; (v) (v) disregard. 


heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, 
welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial 
sphere, space, skies, area, vault of 
heaven. 

invoke: (v) entreat, evoke, appeal, 
conjure, pray, beseech, appeal to, 
summon, cite, arouse, name. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, waive. 

irritating: (adj) infuriating, 
bothersome, annoying, exasperating, 
irksome, irritative, vexatious, 


stinging. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, calming, delightful, 
pleasant. 


loser: (n) flop, washout, underdog, 
lame duck, dud, also-ran, geek, oaf, 


nerd; (adj) defeated, stupid. 


ANTONYMS: (n) winner, achiever. 
meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 


intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 


interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 


savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; 
(adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, 
bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) 
brute; (n) vandal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
civilized, gentle, nice. 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment. 
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thy concubine, and I gave her to be a handmaiden to Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert, 
after the fashion of patriarchs and heroes of the days of old, who set us in these 
matters a wholesome example." 


The yell which Isaac raised at this unfeeling communication made the very 
vault to ring, and astounded the two Saracens so much that they let go their hold 
of the Jew. He availed himself of his enlargement to throw himself on the 
pavement, and clasp the knees of Front-de-Boeuf. 


"Take all that you have asked," said he, "Sir Knight--take ten times more-- 
reduce me to ruin and to beggary, if thou wilt, --nay, pierce me with thy poniard, 
broil me on that furnace, but spare my daughter, deliver her in safety and 
honour!--As thou art born of woman, spare the honour of a helpless maiden--She 
is the image of my deceased Rachel, she is the last of six pledges of her love--Will 
you deprive a widowed husband of his sole remaining comfort?--Will you 
reduce a father to wish that his only living child were laid beside her dead 
mother, in the tomb of our fathers?" 


"I would," said the Norman, somewhat relenting, "that I had known of this 
before. I thought your race had loved nothing save their moneybags." 


"Think not so vilely of us, Jews though we be," said Isaac, eager to improve 
the moment of apparent sympathy; "the hunted fox, the tortured wildcat loves 
its young--the despised and persecuted race of Abraham love their children!" 


"Be it so," said Front-de-Boeuf; "I will believe it in future, Isaac, for thy very 
sake--but it aids us not now, I cannot help what has happened, or what is to 
follow; my word is passed to my comrade in arms, nor would I break it for ten 
Jews and Jewesses to boot. Besides, why shouldst thou think evil is to come to 
the girl, even if she became Bois-Guilbert's booty?" 

"There will, there must!" exclaimed Isaac, wringing his hands in agony; 
"when did Templars breathe aught but cruelty to men, and dishonour to 
women!" 


"Dog of an infidel," said Front-de-Boeuf, with sparkling eyes, and not sorry, 
perhaps, to seize a pretext for working himself into a passion, "blaspheme not the 


Thesaurus 
beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, unclasp, relax, detach. nauseatingly, revoltingly. 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, concubine: (n) mistress, wife, wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, odalisque, paramour, kept woman, salubrious, healthful, salutary, sound, 
destitution. doxy, courtesan, prostitute, trug, good, nutritious, nourishing, pure, 
broil: (n) brawl, quarrel, fight, fray, Chere Amie, bona roba. hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
feud, affray, clash; (adj, v) burn; (v) pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
bake, parch; (n, v) scuffle. perforate, bore, enter, thrust, indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, refrigerate. puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, decadent, deadly, unsavory. 
clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal. wildcat: (adj) unauthorized; (n) 
squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, vilely: (adv) dirtily, wickedly, meanly, catamount, lynx, catamountain, 
n, v) pin; (v) stick, cling. foully, disgustingly, grossly, savage, margay, serval, beast, puma, 


ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, sordidly, worthlessly, infamously, cougar, eyra. 


268 Ivanhoe 


Holy Order of the Temple of Zion, but take thought instead to pay me the 
ransom thou hast promised, or woe betide thy Jewish throat!" 


"Robber and villain!" said the Jew, retorting the insults of his oppressor with 
passion, which, however impotent, he now found it impossible to bridle, "I will 
pay thee nothing--not one silver penny will I pay thee, unless my daughter is 
delivered to me in safety and honour?" 


"Art thou in thy senses, Israelite?" said the Norman, sternly --"has thy flesh 
and blood a charm against heated iron and scalding oil?" 


"I care not!" said the Jew, rendered desperate by paternal affection; "do thy 
worst. My daughter is my flesh and blood, dearer to me a thousand times than 
those limbs which thy cruelty threatens. No silver will I give thee, unless I were 
to pour it molten down thy avaricious throat--no, not a silver penny will I give 
thee, Nazarene, were it to save thee from the deep damnation thy whole life has 
merited! Take my life if thou wilt, and say, the Jew, amidst his tortures, knew 
how to disappoint the Christian." 


"We shall see that," said Front-de-Boeuf; "for by the blessed rood, which is the 
abomination of thy accursed tribe, thou shalt feel the extremities of fire and 
steel!--Strip him, slaves, and chain him down upon the bars." 


In spite of the feeble struggles of the old man, the Saracens had already torn 
from him his upper garment, and were proceeding totally to disrobe him, when 
the sound of a bugle, twice winded without the castle, penetrated even to the 
recesses of the dungeon, and immediately after loud voices were heard calling 
for Sir Reginald Front-de-Boeuf. Unwilling to be found engaged in his hellish 
occupation, the savage Baron gave the slaves a signal to restore Isaac's garment, 
and, quitting the dungeon with his attendants, he left the Jew to thank God for 
his own deliverance, or to lament over his daughter's captivity, and probable 
fate, as his personal or parental feelings might prove strongest. 


Thesaurus 


damnation: (n) damn, condemnation, 
anathema, state, curse, execration, 
judgment, oath, imprecation, 
denunciation, denouncement. 

deliverance: (n) salvation, rescue, 
release, freedom, escape, 
emancipation, delivery, relief, 
liberation, liberty, salvage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, 
suppression. 


disappoint: (v) fail, defeat, balk, baffle, 


disenchant, betray, circumvent, bilk, 


mock, foil; (n, v) put out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, satisfy, 
encourage, fulfill, succeed, comfort, 
inspire. 

disrobe: (v) strip, deprive, dismantle, 
unclothe, divest, discase, uncover, 
unrobe, denude, strip off, peel. 
ANTONYM: (v) clothe. 

hellish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic; (adj) 
infernal, diabolical, fiendish, 
demonic, beastly, wicked, unholy, 
detestable; (v) mephistophelian. 


impotent: (adj) helpless, feeble, frail, 
fragile, inadequate, weak, barren, 
slack, ineffective, incapable, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, powerful. 

insults: (adj) insulting; (n) abuse, 
swearing. 

molten: (adj) liquified, melted, 
liquefied, fluid; (v) sodden. 

scalding: (adj) boiling, hot, torrid, 
burning, scorching, broiling, 
blistering, fiery, searing, baking, 
steaming. ANTONYM: (adj) cold. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 


Nay, if the gentle spirit of moving words 
Can no way change you to a milder form, 
I'Il woo you, like a soldier, at arms' end, 
And love you 'gainst the nature of love, force you. 
Two Gentlemen of Verona 


The apartment to which the Lady Rowena had been introduced was fitted up 
with some rude attempts at ornament and magnificence, and her being placed 
there might be considered as a peculiar mark of respect not offered to the other 
prisoners. But the wife of Front-de-Boeuf, for whom it had been originally 
furnished, was long dead, and decay and neglect had impaired the few 
ornaments with which her taste had adorned it. The tapestry hung down from 
the walls in many places, and in others was tarnished and faded under the 
effects of the sun, or tattered and decayed by age. Desolate, however, as it was, 
this was the apartment of the castle which had been judged most fitting for the 
accommodation of the Saxon heiress; and here she was left to meditate upon her 
fate, until the actors in this nefarious drama had arranged the several parts 
which each of them was to perform. This had been settled in a council held by 
Front-de-Boeuf, De Bracy, and the Templar, in which, after a long and warm 
debate concerning the several advantages which each insisted upon deriving 


Thesaurus 
apartment: (n) residence, lodging, privileged, instruct, carrying disposition, custom, curios, 
suite, place, dwelling, chamber, weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) condition, clothing, gaudery. 
room, abode, house, home, provide, furnish, begone, beset. tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
accommodation. judged: (n) judging; (adj) guilty, besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) deliberate, legal, lawful. damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, nefarious: (adj) evil, heinous, wicked, | maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, bad, criminal, iniquitous, infamous, unblemished, famous. 


destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, impious, atrocious, immoral; (adj, v) tattered: (adj) shabby, ragged, scruffy, 

inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, vile. ANTONYMS: (adj) admirable, dilapidated, threadbare, frayed, 

overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) reputable. seedy, worn out, torn, shattered; (adj, 

create, construct, build. ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, v) bedraggled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, ornamentation, equipments, dress, elegant, smart, new. 
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from his peculiar share in this audacious enterprise, they had at length 
determined the fate of their unhappy prisoners. 


It was about the hour of noon, therefore, when De Bracy, for whose 
advantage the expedition had been first planned, appeared to prosecute his 
views upon the hand and possessions of the Lady Rowena. 


The interval had not entirely been bestowed in holding council with his 
confederates, for De Bracy had found leisure to decorate his person with all the 
foppery of the times. His green cassock and vizard were now flung aside. His 
long luxuriant hair was trained to flow in quaint tresses down his richly furred 
cloak. His beard was closely shaved, his doublet reached to the middle of his leg, 
and the girdle which secured it, and at the same time supported his ponderous 
sword, was embroidered and embossed with gold work. We have already 
noticed the extravagant fashion of the shoes at this period, and the points of 
Maurice de Bracy's might have challenged the prize of extravagance with the 
gayest, being turned up and twisted like the horns of a ram. Such was the dress 
of a gallant of the period; and, in the present instance, that effect was aided by 
the handsome person and good demeanour of the wearer, whose manners 
partook alike of the grace of a courtier, and the frankness of a soldier. 


He saluted Rowena by doffing his velvet bonnet, garnished with a golden 
broach, representing St Michael trampling down the Prince of Evil. With this, he 
gently motioned the lady to a seat; and, as she still retained her standing posture, 
the knight ungloved his right hand, and motioned to conduct her thither. But 
Rowena declined, by her gesture, the proffered compliment, and replied, "If I be 
in the presence of my jailor, Sir Knight--nor will circumstances allow me to think 
otherwise--it best becomes his prisoner to remain standing till she learns her 
doom." 


"Alas! fair Rowena," returned De Bracy, "you are in presence of your captive, 
not your jailor; and it is from your fair eyes that De Bracy must receive that doom 
which you fondly expect from him." 

"I know you not, sir," said the lady, drawing herself up with all the pride of 
offended rank and beauty; "I know you not--and the insolent familiarity with 


Thesaurus 
audacious: (adj) brash, arrogant, extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, jailor: (n) jailer, gaoler, warden, prison 
barefaced, bold, daring, impudent, excess, profligacy, lavishness, guard, screw, fuck, ass, fucking. 
intrepid, brave, shameless, squandering, recklessness, waste, luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) abundant, 
enterprising, insolent. ANTONYMS: prodigality, magnificence, lavish, exuberant, dense, thick, fertile, 
(adj) modest, timid, cautious, polite, immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) flourishing, fecund, opulent, profuse. 
reserved, meek, humble, fearful, economy, frugality, parsimony, ANTONYMS: (adj) barren, meager, 
discreet, respectful. prudence, paucity, moderation, unhealthy, arid, withering, sparse, 
courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, austerity, necessity, bareness. shabby, unadorned. 
attendant, suckling. foppery: (n) dandyism, coxcombry, shaved: (adj) shave, lacking hair, 
embossed: (adj) raised, brocaded, millinery, man millinery, frippery, hairless, beardless, shiny on top, 
stamped, decorated, prominent, tailoring, equipage, frill, apishness; bald, smooth on top, whiskerless. 


bossy; (n) relief. (v) puppyism. ANTONYM: (adj) unshaven. 
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which you apply to me the jargon of a troubadour, forms no apology for the 
violence of a robber." 


"To thyself, fair maid," answered De Bracy, in his former tone --"to thine own 
charms be ascribed whate'er I have done which passed the respect due to her, 
whom I have chosen queen of my heart, and loadstar of my eyes." 


"I repeat to you, Sir Knight, that I know you not, and that no man wearing 
chain and spurs ought thus to intrude himself upon the presence of an 
unprotected lady." 


"That I am unknown to you," said De Bracy, "is indeed my misfortune; yet let 
me hope that De Bracy's name has not been always unspoken, when minstrels or 
heralds have praised deeds of chivalry, whether in the lists or in the battle-field." 


"To heralds and to minstrels, then, leave thy praise, Sir Knight," replied 
Rowena, "more suiting for their mouths than for thine own; and tell me which of 
them shall record in song, or in book of tourney, the memorable conquest of this 
night, a conquest obtained over an old man, followed by a few timid hinds; and 
its booty, an unfortunate maiden, transported against her will to the castle of a 
robber?" 


"You are unjust, Lady Rowena," said the knight, biting his lips in some 
confusion, and speaking in a tone more natural to him than that of affected 
gallantry, which he had at first adopted; "yourself free from passion, you can 
allow no excuse for the frenzy of another, although caused by your own beauty." 


"I pray you, Sir Knight," said Rowena, "to cease a language so commonly 
used by strolling minstrels, that it becomes not the mouth of knights or nobles. 
Certes, you constrain me to sit down, since you enter upon such commonplace 
terms, of which each vile crowder hath a stock that might last from hence to 
Christmas." 


"Proud damsel," said De Bracy, incensed at finding his gallant style procured 
him nothing but contempt--"proud damsel, thou shalt be as proudly encountered. 
Know then, that I have supported my pretensions to your hand in the way that 


Thesaurus 

constrain: (v) confine, compel, force, encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
make, drive, bind, curb, bridle, disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
obligate, require, restrain. butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard. unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) liberate, encourage, loadstar: (n) lodestar, star, model, ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, protected, 
free, release, broaden, extend. lodestone, loadstone, guiding star, secure, invulnerable. 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, example. vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, suiting: (n) cloth, fabric, fitting, (adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, ignoble, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, disposition, settlement, regulation, evil, sorry, revolting, offensive, nasty. 
derangement; (n, v) craze. adaptation, adjustment; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, kind, 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, corresponding, conformable, nice, lovely, lovable, gentle, 
order. answering. honorable, good, delightful, 


intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, unprotected: (adj) exposed, admirable, noble. 
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best suited thy character. It is meeter for thy humour to be wooed with bow and 
bill, than in set terms, and in courtly language." 


"Courtesy of tongue," said Rowena, "when it is used to veil churlishness of 
deed, is but a knight's girdle around the breast of a base clown. I wonder not 
that the restraint appears to gall you--more it were for your honour to have 
retained the dress and language of an outlaw, than to veil the deeds of one under 
an affectation of gentle language and demeanour." 


"You counsel well, lady," said the Norman; "and in the bold language which 
best justifies bold action I tell thee, thou shalt never leave this castle, or thou shalt 
leave it as Maurice de Bracy's wife. I am not wont to be baffled in my enterprises, 
nor needs a Norman noble scrupulously to vindicate his conduct to the Saxon 
maiden whom be distinguishes by the offer of his hand. Thou art proud, Rowena, 
and thou art the fitter to be my wife. By what other means couldst thou be raised 
to high honour and to princely place, saving by my alliance? How else wouldst 
thou escape from the mean precincts of a country grange, where Saxons herd 
with the swine which form their wealth, to take thy seat, honoured as thou 
shouldst be, and shalt be, amid all in England that is distinguished by beauty, or 
dignified by power?" 

"Sir Knight," replied Rowena, "the grange which you contemn hath been my 
shelter from infancy; and, trust me, when I leave it --should that day ever arrive-- 
it shall be with one who has not learnt to despise the dwelling and manners in 
which I have been brought up." 


"I guess your meaning, lady," said De Bracy, "though you may think it lies too 
obscure for my apprehension. But dream not, that Richard Coeur de Lion will 
ever resume his throne, far less that Wilfred of Ivanhoe, his minion, will ever 
lead thee to his footstool, to be there welcomed as the bride of a favourite. 
Another suitor might feel jealousy while he touched this string; but my firm 
purpose cannot be changed by a passion so childish and so hopeless. Know, 
lady, that this rival is in my power, and that it rests but with me to betray the 
secret of his being within the castle to Front-de-Boeuf, whose jealousy will be 
more fatal than mine." 


Thesaurus 


affectation: (n) pretension, feint, pose, contempt for, detest, demean, attendant, auditor, attendee. 


display, airs, affectedness, 
ostentation, show, pretense, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) 
artlessness, honesty, modesty. 

appears: (n) appearing. 

churlishness: (n) acrimony. 

clown: (n) fool, joker, jester, boor, 
harlequin, joke, comedian, rustic, 
comic, acrobat; (v) antic. 


contemn: (v) despise, disdain, neglect, 


deride, disregard, slight, feel 


depreciate; (n, v) scorn. 


courtly: (adj) civil, stately, polite, 


elegant, gallant, dignified, respectful, 
noble, formal; (adj, n) refined; (adv) 
wooly. ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, 
rude, unrefined, unpolished, uncivil, 
churlish, impolite, rough. 


fitter: (n) adjuster, machinist, sartor, 


cutter, mounter, erector; (adj) 
suitable, healthier. 


meeter: (n) listener, hearer, attender, 


outlaw: (v) forbid, disallow, proscribe; 
(n) felon, criminal, bandit, desperado, 
fugitive, lawbreaker; (n, v) exile; (adj, 
v) banish. ANTONYMS: (v) legalize, 
permit, approve. 

scrupulously: (adv) carefully, 
painstakingly, strictly, meticulously, 
religiously, thoroughly, nicely, 
exactly, fastidiously, particularly, 
accurately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
negligently. 
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"Wilfred here?" said Rowena, in disdain; "that is as true as that Front-de- 
Boeuf is his rival." 


De Bracy looked at her steadily for an instant. 


"Wert thou really ignorant of this?" said he; "didst thou not know that 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe travelled in the litter of the Jew? --a meet conveyance for the 
crusader, whose doughty arm was to reconquer the Holy Sepulchre!" And he 
laughed scornfully. 


"And if he is here," said Rowena, compelling herself to a tone of indifference, 
though trembling with an agony of apprehension which she could not suppress, 
"in what is he the rival of Front-de-Boeuf? or what has he to fear beyond a short 
imprisonment, and an honourable ransom, according to the use of chivalry?" 


"Rowena," said De Bracy, "art thou, too, deceived by the common error of thy 
sex, who think there can be no rivalry but that respecting their own charms? 
Knowest thou not there is a jealousy of ambition and of wealth, as well as of love; 
and that this our host, Front-de-Boeuf, will push from his road him who opposes 
his claim to the fair barony of Ivanhoe, as readily, eagerly, and unscrupulously, 
as if he were preferred to him by some blue-eyed damsel? But smile on my suit, 
lady, and the wounded champion shall have nothing to fear from Front-de-Boeuf, 
whom else thou mayst mourn for, as in the hands of one who has never shown 
compassion." 


"Save him, for the love of Heaven!" said Rowena, her firmness giving way 
under terror for her lover's impending fate. 


"I can--I will--it is my purpose," said De Bracy; "for, when Rowena consents to 
be the bride of De Bracy, who is it shall dare to put forth a violent hand upon her 
kinsman--the son of her guardian--the companion of her youth? But it is thy love 
must buy his protection. I am not romantic fool enough to further the fortune, or 
avert the fate, of one who is likely to be a successful obstacle between me and my 
wishes. Use thine influence with me in his behalf, and he is safe,--refuse to 
employ it, Wilfred dies, and thou thyself art not the nearer to freedom." 


Thesaurus 


avert: (v) avoid, ward off, turn away, 
repulse, elude, prevent, deflect, 
obviate, shunt, preclude, stop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exacerbate, cause, 
focus, encourage, attract, permit. 
barony: (n) estate, domain, demesne, 
rank, land, baronage, acres. 
conveyance: (n) transfer, vehicle, 
assignment, alienation, transference, 
delivery, transportation, negotiation, 
portage; (n, v) carriage, ecstasy. 
deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. 


doughty: (adj) dauntless, courageous, 
hardy, fearless, intrepid, daring, 
audacious, bold, manful, heroic, 
gallant. 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, assurance, 
consistency, obstinacy, steadfastness, 
resolve, confidence, courage, 
backbone. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
instability, vacillation, unsteadiness, 
yielding, irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 


indecision, leniency. 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, cry, 
bemoan, regret, distress, sad, wail, 
mourning, weep. ANTONYMS: (v) 
rejoice, celebrate, applaud. 

unscrupulously: (adv) shamelessly, 
unprincipledly, crookedly, 
dishonestly, falsely, ruthlessly, 
unfairly, depravedly, 
consciencelessly, roguishly, sharply. 
ANTONYM: (adv) honestly. 
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"Thy language," answered Rowena, "hath in its indifferent bluntness 
something which cannot be reconciled with the horrors it seems to express. I 
believe not that thy purpose is so wicked, or thy power so great." 


"Flatter thyself, then, with that belief," said De Bracy, "until time shall prove it 
false. Thy lover lies wounded in this castle --thy preferred lover. He is a bar 
betwixt Front-de-Boeuf and that which Front-de-Boeuf loves better than either 
ambition or beauty. What will it cost beyond the blow of a poniard, or the thrust 
of a javelin, to silence his opposition for ever? Nay, were Front-de-Boeuf afraid 
to justify a deed so open, let the leech but give his patient a wrong draught--let 
the chamberlain, or the nurse who tends him, but pluck the pillow from his head, 
and Wilfred in his present condition, is sped without the effusion of blood. 
Cedric also--" 


"And Cedric also," said Rowena, repeating his words; "my noble --my 
generous guardian! I deserved the evil I have encountered, for forgetting his fate 
even in that of his son!" 


"Cedric's fate also depends upon thy determination," said De Bracy; "and I 
leave thee to form it." 


Hitherto, Rowena had sustained her part in this trying scene with 
undismayed courage, but it was because she had not considered the danger as 
serious and imminent. Her disposition was naturally that which physiognomists 
consider as proper to fair complexions, mild, timid, and gentle; but it had been 
tempered, and, as it were, hardened, by the circumstances of her education. 
Accustomed to see the will of all, even of Cedric himself, (sufficiently arbitrary 
with others,) give way before her wishes, she had acquired that sort of courage 
and self-confidence which arises from the habitual and constant deference of the 
circle in which we move. She could scarce conceive the possibility of her will 
being opposed, far less that of its being treated with total disregard. 

Her haughtiness and habit of domination was, therefore, a fictitious character, 
induced over that which was natural to her, and it deserted her when her eyes 
were opened to the extent of her own danger, as well as that of her lover and her 
guardian; and when she found her will, the slightest expression of which was 


Thesaurus 


bluntness: (n) honesty, obtuseness, 
frankness, brusqueness, 
inconsiderateness, configuration, 
contour, thoughtlessness, form, 


shape, inconsideration. ANTONYMS: 


(n) sharpness, tact, deceit, delicacy, 
evasiveness, indirectness. 
deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 


opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience. 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens. 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge. 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 


affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled. 

self-confidence: (n) confidence, 
assurance, pride, egoism, effrontery, 
determination, morale. 

sped: (v) done for. 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 
properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: (adj) 
untempered. 
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wont to command respect and attention, now placed in opposition to that of a 
man of a strong, fierce, and determined mind, who possessed the advantage over 
her, and was resolved to use it, she quailed before him. 


After casting her eyes around, as if to look for the aid which was nowhere to 
be found, and after a few broken interjections, she raised her hands to heaven, 
and burst into a passion of uncontrolled vexation and sorrow. It was impossible 
to see so beautiful a creature in such extremity without feeling for her, and De 
Bracy was not unmoved, though he was yet more embarrassed than touched. He 
had, in truth, gone too far to recede; and yet, in Rowena's present condition, she 
could not be acted on either by argument or threats. He paced the apartment to 
and fro, now vainly exhorting the terrified maiden to compose herself, now 
hesitating concerning his own line of conduct. 


If, thought he, I should be moved by the tears and sorrow of this disconsolate 
damsel, what should I reap but the loss of these fair hopes for which I have 
encountered so much risk, and the ridicule of Prince John and his jovial 
comrades? "And yet," he said to himself, "I feel myself ill framed for the part 
which I am playing. I cannot look on so fair a face while it is disturbed with 
agony, or on those eyes when they are drowned in tears. I would she had 
retained her original haughtiness of disposition, or that I had a larger share of 
Front-de-Boeuf's thrice-tempered hardness of heart!" 


Agitated by these thoughts, he could only bid the unfortunate Rowena be 
comforted, and assure her, that as yet she had no reason for the excess of despair 
to which she was now giving way. But in this task of consolation De Bracy was 
interrupted by the horn, "hoarse-winded blowing far and keen," which had at the 
same time alarmed the other inmates of the castle, and interrupted their several 
plans of avarice and of license. Of them all, perhaps, De Bracy least regretted the 
interruption; for his conference with the Lady Rowena had arrived at a point, 
where he found it equally difficult to prosecute or to resign his enterprise. 

And here we cannot but think it necessary to offer some better proof than the 
incidents of an idle tale, to vindicate the melancholy representation of manners 
which has been just laid before the reader. It is grievous to think that those 


Thesaurus 
comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, (adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, recede: (v) decline, withdraw, retire, 
comfortable, calmed. consolable, enthusiastic. fall back, diminish, retreat, abate, 
compose: (v) build, compile, write, drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) give, draw back, decrease, lose. 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, drenched, drent. ANTONYMS: (v) approach, gain, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, prosecute: (v) pursue, persecute, proceed, surge, stay, increase, 
settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, ruin, follow, chase, engage, indict, litigate, appear, level. 
unsettle, annihilate, discompose, drive, execute, accuse; (n, v) sue. vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
demolish, disturb, fluster. ANTONYM: (v) pardon. fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 
disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, adv) 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, (adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. ANTONYMS: foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter. fruitfully, successfully, effectively. 
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valiant barons, to whose stand against the crown the liberties of England were 
indebted for their existence, should themselves have been such dreadful 
oppressors, and capable of excesses contrary not only to the laws of England, but 
to those of nature and humanity. But, alas! we have only to extract from the 
industrious Henry one of those numerous passages which he has collected from 
contemporary historians, to prove that fiction itself can hardly reach the dark 
reality of the horrors of the period. 


The description given by the author of the Saxon Chronicle of the cruelties 
exercised in the reign of King Stephen by the great barons and lords of castles, 
who were all Normans, affords a strong proof of the excesses of which they were 
capable when their passions were inflamed. "They grievously oppressed the 
poor people by building castles; and when they were built, they filled them with 
wicked men, or rather devils, who seized both men and women who they 
imagined had any money, threw them into prison, and put them to more cruel 
tortures than the martyrs ever endured. They suffocated some in mud, and 
suspended others by the feet, or the head, or the thumbs, kindling fires below 
them. They squeezed the heads of some with knotted cords till they pierced 
their brains, while they threw others into dungeons swarming with serpents, 
snakes, and toads." But it would be cruel to put the reader to the pain of 
perusing the remainder of this description. 


As another instance of these bitter fruits of conquest, and perhaps the 
strongest that can be quoted, we may mention, that the Princess Matilda, though 
a daughter of the King of Scotland, and afterwards both Queen of England, niece 
to Edgar Atheling, and mother to the Empress of Germany, the daughter, the 
wife, and the mother of monarchs, was obliged, during her early residence for 
education in England, to assume the veil of a nun, as the only means of escaping 
the licentious pursuit of the Norman nobles. This excuse she stated before a 
great council of the clergy of England, as the sole reason for her having taken the 
religious habit. The assembled clergy admitted the validity of the plea, and the 
notoriety of the circumstances upon which it was founded; giving thus an 
indubitable and most remarkable testimony to the existence of that disgraceful 


Thesaurus 

conquest: (n) defeat, triumph, destructive, weary, careless. ANTONYM: (n) obscurity. 
conquering, achievement, reduction, knotted: (adj) knotty, gnarled, gnarly, perusing: (n) poring over, studying. 
coup, rout, overthrow, subjection, involved, entangled, complicated, pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
mastery, success. ANTONYMS: (n) tangled, matted, knobbed, fastened; penetrated, cut, cleft. 
failure, defeat, loss, victory. (adj, v) kinky. ANTONYMS: (adj) squeezed: (adj) cramped. 

exercised: (adj) applied, distressed, straight, tidy, relaxed. suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 
proficient, veteran. niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's asphyxied. 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, daughter, uncle, kinswoman. swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, notoriety: (n) publicity, reputation, packed, populous, sensitive, thick; (v) 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, fame, infamy, disrepute, note, dense, crowded to suffocation, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. notability, prominence, flagrancy, serried, closely packed. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, distinction; (adj, n) renown. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted. 
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license by which that age was stained. It was a matter of public knowledge, they 
said, that after the conquest of King William, his Norman followers, elated by so 
great a victory, acknowledged no law but their own wicked pleasure, and not 
only despoiled the conquered Saxons of their lands and their goods, but invaded 
the honour of their wives and of their daughters with the most unbridled 
license; and hence it was then common for matrons and maidens of noble 
families to assume the veil, and take shelter in convents, not as called thither by 
the vocation of God, but solely to preserve their honour from the unbridled 
wickedness of man. 


Such and so licentious were the times, as announced by the public 
declaration of the assembled clergy, recorded by Eadmer; and we need add 
nothing more to vindicate the probability of the scenes which we have detailed, 
and are about to detail, upon the more apocryphal authority of the Wardour MS. 


Thesaurus 
apocryphal: (adj) untrue, questionable, elated: (adj) joyful, delighted, jubilant, vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
fallacious, fictitious, spurious, exultant, gleeful, happy, triumphant, employment; (n) occupation, job, 
antiscriptural, bogus, unreal, overjoyed, proud, ecstatic; (n) trade, business, career, line, mission, 
unauthenticated, ungrounded; (v) buoyant. ANTONYMS: (adj) dejected, line of work. 
problematical. ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, sad, unhappy, wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
authentic, doubtless, real, miserable, down, depressed, sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
substantiated. despairing, blue, sorrowful, desolate. evilness, corruption, immorality, 
despoiled: (adj) plundered, looted, lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
desecrated, sacked, assaulted, unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, kindness, piety, righteousness, 
besmirched, corrupted, desolate, licentious, reinless, ungoverned, benevolence, religiousness, 
desolated, destroyed, dishonored. violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, obedience, good. 


ANTONYM: (adj) untarnished. rampant, rakish, disorderly. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


I'll woo her as the lion woos his bride. 
Douglas 


While the scenes we have described were passing in other parts of the castle, 
the Jewess Rebecca awaited her fate in a distant and sequestered turret. Hither 
she had been led by two of her disguised ravishers, and on being thrust into the 
little cell, she found herself in the presence of an old sibyl, who kept murmuring 
to herself a Saxon rhyme, as if to beat time to the revolving dance which her 
spindle was performing upon the floor. The hag raised her head as Rebecca 
entered, and scowled at the fair Jewess with the malignant envy with which old 
age and ugliness, when united with evil conditions, are apt to look upon youth 
and beauty. 


"Thou must up and away, old house-cricket," said one of the men; "our noble 
master commands it--Thou must e'en leave this chamber to a fairer guest." 


"Ay," grumbled the hag, "even thus is service requited. I have known when 
my bare word would have cast the best man-at-arms among ye out of saddle and 
out of service; and now must I up and away at the command of every groom 
such as thou." 


"Good Dame Urfried," said the other man, "stand not to reason on it, but up 
and away. Lords' hests must be listened to with a quick ear. Thou hast had thy 


Thesaurus 

commands: (n) orders, instructions, man-at-arms: (n) soldier, warrior, seer, telepathist, psychic, prophet, 
information, guidelines. fighter. mystic. 

disguised: (adj) cloaked, concealed, revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, spindle: (n) axle, mandrel, pivot, 
masked, secret, hidden, veiled, in vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, arbor, shaft, mandril, axis, pin, hinge, 
disguise, incognito, blind; (adj, v) wheeling, rotative, rotatory, bobbin, main spindle. 
private; (n) groggy. ANTONYMS: rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve. ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
(adj) recognizable, unmasked, sequestered: (adj) retired, private, hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
uncovered, uncloaked, revealed, lonely, reclusive, cloistered, recluse, grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
open, obvious. quiet, withdrawn, monastic, seeking  repulsiveness, homeliness, 

groom: (n) equerry, bridegroom, solitude, privy. unsightliness; (adj, n) unpleasantness. 


stableman, hostler; (v) prepare, dress, sibyl: (n) oracle, clairvoyant, sorceress, ANTONYMS: (n) beauty, 
arrange, train, coach, tidy, curry. pythoness, prophetess, spiritualist, attractiveness, pleasantness. 
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day, old dame, but thy sun has long been set. Thou art now the very emblem of 
an old war-horse turned out on the barren heath--thou hast had thy paces in thy 
time, but now a broken amble is the best of them--Come, amble off with thee." 


"Ill omens dog ye both!" said the old woman; "and a kennel be your burying- 
place! May the evil demon Zernebock tear me limb from limb, if I leave my own 
cell ere I have spun out the hemp on my distaff!" 


"Answer it to our lord, then, old housefiend," said the man, and retired; 
leaving Rebecca in company with the old woman, upon whose presence she had 
been thus unwillingly forced. 


"What devil's deed have they now in the wind?" said the old hag, murmuring 
to herself, yet from time to time casting a sidelong and malignant glance at 
Rebecca; "but it is easy to guess --Bright eyes, black locks, and a skin like paper, 
ere the priest stains it with his black unguent--Ay, it is easy to guess why they 
send her to this lone turret, whence a shriek could no more be heard than at the 
depth of five hundred fathoms beneath the earth.--Thou wilt have owls for thy 
neighbours, fair one; and their screams will be heard as far, and as much 
regarded, as thine own. Outlandish, too," she said, marking the dress and turban 
of Rebecca--"What country art thou of?--a Saracen? or an Egyptian?--Why dost 
not answer?--thou canst weep, canst thou not speak?" 


"Be not angry, good mother," said Rebecca. 


"Thou needst say no more," replied Urfried "men know a fox by the train, and 
a Jewess by her tongue." 


"For the sake of mercy," said Rebecca, "tell me what I am to expect as the 
conclusion of the violence which hath dragged me hither! Is it my life they seek, 
to atone for my religion? I will lay it down cheerfully." 


"Thy life, minion?" answered the sibyl; "what would taking thy life pleasure 
them?--Trust me, thy life is in no peril. Such usage shalt thou have as was once 
thought good enough for a noble Saxon maiden. And shall a Jewess, like thee, 
repine because she hath no better? Look at me--I was as young and twice as fair 
as thou, when Front-de-Boeuf, father of this Reginald, and his Normans, stormed 


Thesaurus 
casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, turban: (n) peruke, pelt, periwig, 
molding, teeming, block, Malleable gutter, hutch, trough. pillbox, toque, front, caftan, chignon, 
castings, fling, to throw something a owls: (n) order Strigiformes, turbant, headgear, millinery. 
long distance, flinging, pelt. Strigiformes. unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, loathly, 
demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, aversely, unenthusiastically, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, indisposedly, resentfully, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. ANTONYM: languish, whine, lament; (n) sink. involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
(n) saint. sidelong: (adj) indirect, oblique, side, _ refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
hemp: (n) cannabis, dope, ganja, grass, asquint, askance, askant; (adv) ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly. 
flax, halter, rope, abaca, gage; (adj) sideways, obliquely, askew, aslant, weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
marijuana, pot. sideling. ANTONYM: (adj) direct. blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 


kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve. whimper; (n) tear. 
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this castle. My father and his seven sons defended their inheritance from story to 
story, from chamber to chamber--There was not a room, not a step of the stair, 
that was not slippery with their blood. They died--they died every man; and ere 
their bodies were cold, and ere their blood was dried, I had become the prey and 
the scorn of the conqueror!" 


"Is there no help?--Are there no means of escape?" said Rebecca --"Richly, 
richly would I requite thine aid." 


"Think not of it," said the hag; "from hence there is no escape but through the 
gates of death; and it is late, late," she added, shaking her grey head, "ere these 
open to us--Yet it is comfort to think that we leave behind us on earth those who 
shall be wretched as ourselves. Fare thee well, Jewess!--Jew or Gentile, thy fate 
would be the same; for thou hast to do with them that have neither scruple nor 
pity. Fare thee well, I say. My thread is spun out--thy task is yet to begin." 


"Stay! stay! for Heaven's sake!" said Rebecca; "stay, though it be to curse and 
to revile me --thy presence is yet some protection." 


"The presence of the mother of God were no protection," answered the old 
woman. "There she stands," pointing to a rude image of the Virgin Mary, "see if 
she can avert the fate that awaits thee." 


She left the room as she spoke, her features writhed into a sort of sneering 
laugh, which made them seem even more hideous than their habitual frown. 
She locked the door behind her, and Rebecca might hear her curse every step for 
its steepness, as slowly and with difficulty she descended the turret-stair. 


Rebecca was now to expect a fate even more dreadful than that of Rowena; 
for what probability was there that either softness or ceremony would be used 
towards one of her oppressed race, whatever shadow of these might be 
preserved towards a Saxon heiress? Yet had the Jewess this advantage, that she 
was better prepared by habits of thought, and by natural strength of mind, to 
encounter the dangers to which she was exposed. Of a strong and observing 
character, even from her earliest years, the pomp and wealth which her father 
displayed within his walls, or which she witnessed in the houses of other 


Thesaurus 
curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anathema, blasphemy, malediction, pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) sneering: (adj) contemptuous, hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. disdainful, sarcastic, mocking, snide, noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, scornful, disparaging, disapproving; steepness: (n) slope, gradient, 
benediction, making; (v) (n) mockery, disdain; (adv) precipitousness, pitch, suddenness, 
communicate. sneeringly. ANTONYMS: (adj) steep, craggedness, curtness, 
habits: (n) behavior, decorum, respectful, admiring. gruffness, extremity, brusqueness. 
pratique. softness: (n) mildness, kindness, ANTONYMS: (n) gradualness, 
hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, gentleness, leniency. 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, downiness, gentleness, tenderness, writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 


repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) distorted, twisted. 
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wealthy Hebrews, had not been able to blind her to the precarious circumstances 
under which they were enjoyed. Like Damocles at his celebrated banquet, 
Rebecca perpetually beheld, amid that gorgeous display, the sword which was 
suspended over the heads of her people by a single hair. These reflections had 
tamed and brought down to a pitch of sounder judgment a temper, which, under 
other circumstances, might have waxed haughty, supercilious, and obstinate. 


>From her father's example and injunctions, Rebecca had learnt to bear 
herself courteously towards all who approached her. She could not indeed 
imitate his excess of subservience, because she was a stranger to the meanness of 
mind, and to the constant state of timid apprehension, by which it was dictated; 
but she bore herself with a proud humility, as if submitting to the evil 
circumstances in which she was placed as the daughter of a despised race, while 
she felt in her mind the consciousness that she was entitled to hold a higher rank 
from her merit, than the arbitrary despotism of religious prejudice permitted her 
to aspire to. 


Thus prepared to expect adverse circumstances, she had acquired the 
firmness necessary for acting under them. Her present situation required all her 
presence of mind, and she summoned it up accordingly. 


Her first care was to inspect the apartment; but it afforded few hopes either 
of escape or protection. It contained neither secret passage nor trap-door, and 
unless where the door by which she had entered joined the main building, 
seemed to be circumscribed by the round exterior wall of the turret. The door 
had no inside bolt or bar. The single window opened upon an embattled space 
surmounting the turret, which gave Rebecca, at first sight, some hopes of 
escaping; but she soon found it had no communication with any other part of the 
battlements, being an isolated bartisan, or balcony, secured, as usual, by a 
parapet, with embrasures, at which a few archers might be stationed for 
defending the turret, and flanking with their shot the wall of the castle on that 
side. 


There was therefore no hope but in passive fortitude, and in that strong 
reliance on Heaven natural to great and generous characters. Rebecca, however 


Thesaurus 
circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, flanking: (adj) side, skirting, lateral, dependence, submissiveness, 
confined, delimited, restricted, adjoining, adjacent, bordering, sycophancy, subsidiarity, 
insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, closest, contiguous, nearby, submission, subordination, 
close, accurate. neighboring; (prep) beside. obedience, subserviency, humility, 
despotism: (n) tyranny, dictatorship, | ANTONYM: (adj) distant. application. 
autocracy, monocracy, oppression, | meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, supercilious: (adj) proud, haughty, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, cruelty, pettiness, avarice, selfishness, disdainful, lofty, contemptuous, 
Stalinism, domination; (adj) violence. _ baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, contumelious, cavalier, lordly, 
embattled: (adj) crenelated, crenellate, miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) arrogant, scornful, high and mighty. 
crenellated, under fire, under attack, | degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, affable. 
prepared, indented, militant; (v) in generosity, extravagance, decency.  surmounting: (n) triumph. 


battle array, battled; (n) fancier. subservience: (n) obsequiousness, 
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erroneously taught to interpret the promises of Scripture to the chosen people of 
Heaven, did not err in supposing the present to be their hour of trial, or in 
trusting that the children of Zion would be one day called in with the fulness of 
the Gentiles. In the meanwhile, all around her showed that their present state 
was that of punishment and probation, and that it was their especial duty to 
suffer without sinning. Thus prepared to consider herself as the victim of 
misfortune, Rebecca had early reflected upon her own state, and schooled her 
mind to meet the dangers which she had probably to encounter. 


The prisoner trembled, however, and changed colour, when a step was heard 
on the stair, and the door of the turret-chamber slowly opened, and a tall man, 
dressed as one of those banditti to whom they owed their misfortune, slowly 
entered, and shut the door behind him; his cap, pulled down upon his brows, 
concealed the upper part of his face, and he held his mantle in such a manner as 
to muffle the rest. In this guise, as if prepared for the execution of some deed, at 
the thought of which he was himself ashamed, he stood before the affrighted 
prisoner; yet, ruffian as his dress bespoke him, he seemed at a loss to express 
what purpose had brought him thither, so that Rebecca, making an effort upon 
herself, had time to anticipate his explanation. She had already unclasped two 
costly bracelets and a collar, which she hastened to proffer to the supposed 
outlaw, concluding naturally that to gratify his avarice was to bespeak his 
favour. 


"Take these," she said, "good friend, and for God's sake be merciful to me and 
my aged father! These ornaments are of value, yet are they trifling to what he 
would bestow to obtain our dismissal from this castle, free and uninjured." 


"Fair flower of Palestine," replied the outlaw, "these pearls are orient, but they 
yield in whiteness to your teeth; the diamonds are brilliant, but they cannot 
match your eyes; and ever since I have taken up this wild trade, I have made a 
vow to prefer beauty to wealth." 


"Do not do yourself such wrong," said Rebecca; "take ransom, and have 
mercy!--Gold will purchase you pleasure,--to misuse us, could only bring thee 
remorse. My father will willingly satiate thy utmost wishes; and if thou wilt act 


Thesaurus 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) completeness, totality. miscreant, villain, rogue, roughneck. 
affright. muffle: (v) deaden, dull, suppress, satiate: (n, v) gorge; (v) sate, cloy, fill, 

bespeak: (v) augur, reserve, point, muzzle, smother, curb, silence, gag, pall, cram, satisfy, quench, slake, 
engage, betoken, auspicate, mark, hush, damp; (adj, v) stifle. replete, stuff. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prefigure, foreshadow; (n, v) argue, ANTONYM: (v) amplify. dissatisfy, starve, nibble; (adj) 
imply. remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, insatiate. 

bespoke: (adj) bespoken, custom, repentance, regret, guilt, penance, schooled: (adj) instructed, tutored, 
engaged, affianced, commissioned, sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, expert, sophisticated, full-fledged, 
customized, made to measure, made compassion. ANTONYM: (n) taught, scholarly. 
to order, modified, personalized, shamelessness. sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
specially made. ruffian: (n) rowdy, rascal, hooligan, original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 


fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, bully, brute, hoodlum, tough, corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil. 
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wisely, thou mayst purchase with our spoils thy restoration to civil society-- 
mayst obtain pardon for past errors, and be placed beyond the necessity of 
committing more." 


"It is well spoken," replied the outlaw in French, finding it difficult probably 
to sustain, in Saxon, a conversation which Rebecca had opened in that language; 
"but know, bright lily of the vale of Baca! that thy father is already in the hands 
of a powerful alchemist, who knows how to convert into gold and silver even 
the rusty bars of a dungeon grate. The venerable Isaac is subjected to an alembic, 
which will distil from him all he holds dear, without any assistance from my 
requests or thy entreaty. The ransom must be paid by love and beauty, and in no 
other coin will I accept it." 


"Thou art no outlaw," said Rebecca, in the same language in which he 
addressed her; "no outlaw had refused such offers. No outlaw in this land uses 
the dialect in which thou hast spoken. Thou art no outlaw, but a Norman--a 
Norman, noble perhaps in birth --O, be so in thy actions, and cast off this fearful 
mask of outrage and violence!" 


"And thou, who canst guess so truly," said Brian de Bois-Guilbert, dropping 
the mantle from his face, "art no true daughter of Israel, but in all, save youth and 
beauty, a very witch of Endor. Iam not an outlaw, then, fair rose of Sharon. And 
I am one who will be more prompt to hang thy neck and arms with pearls and 
diamonds, which so well become them, than to deprive thee of these ornaments." 


"What wouldst thou have of me," said Rebecca, "if not my wealth? --We can 
have nought in common between us--you are a Christian --I am a Jewess.--Our 
union were contrary to the laws, alike of the church and the synagogue." 


"It were so, indeed," replied the Templar, laughing; "wed with a Jewess? 
'Despardieux!'--Not if she were the Queen of Sheba! And know, besides, sweet 
daughter of Zion, that were the most Christian king to offer me his most 
Christian daughter, with Languedoc for a dowery, I could not wed her. It is 
against my vow to love any maiden, otherwise than ‘par amours', as I will love 
thee. I am a Templar. Behold the cross of my Holy Order." 


Thesaurus 
alchemist: (n) alchemister, intellectual, distil: (v) distill, condense, drop, spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
intellect, philosopher, alchymy, cleanse, pull, educe, dribble, purify, plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
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sparkler, clubs. moldy, raw, mildewed. 
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"Darest thou appeal to it," said Rebecca, "on an occasion like the present?" 


"And if I do so," said the Templar, "it concerns not thee, who art no believer 
in the blessed sign of our salvation." 


"I believe as my fathers taught," said Rebecca; "and may God forgive my 
belief if erroneous! But you, Sir Knight, what is yours, when you appeal without 
scruple to that which you deem most holy, even while you are about to 
transgress the most solemn of your vows as a knight, and as a man of religion?" 


"It is gravely and well preached, O daughter of Sirach!" answered the 
Templar; "but, gentle Ecclesiastics, thy narrow Jewish prejudices make thee blind 
to our high privilege. Marriage were an enduring crime on the part of a 
Templar; but what lesser folly I may practise, I shall speedily be absolved from at 
the next Perceptory of our Order. Not the wisest of monarchs, not his father, 
whose examples you must needs allow are weighty, claimed wider privileges 
than we poor soldiers of the Temple of Zion have won by our zeal in its defence. 
The protectors of Solomon's Temple may claim license by the example of 
Solomon." 


"If thou readest the Scripture," said the Jewess, "and the lives of the saints, 
only to justify thine own license and profligacy, thy crime is like that of him who 
extracts poison from the most healthful and necessary herbs." 


The eyes of the Templar flashed fire at this reproof--"Hearken," he said, 
"Rebecca; I have hitherto spoken mildly to thee, but now my language shall be 
that of a conqueror. Thou art the captive of my bow and spear--subject to my 
will by the laws of all nations; nor will I abate an inch of my right, or abstain 
from taking by violence what thou refusest to entreaty or necessity." 


"Stand back," said Rebecca--"stand back, and hear me ere thou offerest to 
commit a sin so deadly! My strength thou mayst indeed overpower for God 
made women weak, and trusted their defence to man's generosity. But I will 
proclaim thy villainy, Templar, from one end of Europe to the other. I will owe 
to the superstition of thy brethren what their compassion might refuse me, Each 
Preceptory--each Chapter of thy Order, shall learn, that, like a heretic, thou hast 


Thesaurus 
abstain: (v) desist, forbear, avoid, give sanitary, wholesome, salutary, dissipation, licentiousness, 
up, eschew, withhold, cease, decline, remedial, good, nourishing. prodigality, dissolution, depravity, 
fast, neglect; (adj, v) deny oneself. ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, debauch, corruption, improvidence, 
ANTONYMS: (v) consume, yield, unsanitary, unhealthy. dissoluteness, vice. ANTONYMS: (n) 
use, surrender, partake, indulge, heretic: (n) schismatic, pagan, economy, decency, parsimony. 
imbibe, persist, vote, eat. misbeliever, nonconformist, transgress: (v) offend, infringe, break, 
deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, dissident, sectarian, heathen, pariah, trespass, contravene, violate, 
count, hold, think, feel, view, outcast, dissenter, renegade. overstep, disobey, breach, infract; 
suppose, regard, imagine. practise: (v) execute, practice, perform, (adj, v) err. ANTONYM: (v) behave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt. exercise, drill, do, rehearse, learn, villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
healthful: (adj) healthy, hale, take, work out, read. villany, misdeed, baseness, enormity, 


salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, profligacy: (n) debauchery, atrocity, evildoing, evilness, injustice. 
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sinned with a Jewess. Those who tremble not at thy crime, will hold thee 
accursed for having so far dishonoured the cross thou wearest, as to follow a 
daughter of my people." 


"Thou art keen-witted, Jewess," replied the Templar, well aware of the truth 
of what she spoke, and that the rules of his Order condemned in the most 
positive manner, and under high penalties, such intrigues as he now prosecuted, 
and that, in some instances, even degradation had followed upon it--"thou art 
sharp-witted," he said; "but loud must be thy voice of complaint, if it is heard 
beyond the iron walls of this castle; within these, murmurs, laments, appeals to 
justice, and screams for help, die alike silent away. One thing only can save thee, 
Rebecca. Submit to thy fate--embrace our religion, and thou shalt go forth in 
such state, that many a Norman lady shall yield as well in pomp as in beauty to 
the favourite of the best lance among the defenders of the Temple." 


"Submit to my fate!" said Rebecca--"and, sacred Heaven! to what fate?-- 
embrace thy religion! and what religion can it be that harbours such a villain?-- 
THOU the best lance of the Templars! --Craven knight!--forsworn priest! I spit at 
thee, and I defy thee.--The God of Abraham's promise hath opened an escape to 
his daughter--even from this abyss of infamy!" 


As she spoke, she threw open the latticed window which led to the bartisan, 
and in an instant after, stood on the very verge of the parapet, with not the 
slightest screen between her and the tremendous depth below. Unprepared for 
such a desperate effort, for she had hitherto stood perfectly motionless, Bois- 
Guilbert had neither time to intercept nor to stop her. As he offered to advance, 
she exclaimed, "Remain where thou art, proud Templar, or at thy choice 
advance!--one foot nearer, and I plunge myself from the precipice; my body shall 
be crushed out of the very form of humanity upon the stones of that court-yard, 
ere it become the victim of thy brutality!" 


As she spoke this, she clasped her hands and extended them towards heaven, 
as if imploring mercy on her soul before she made the final plunge. The Templar 
hesitated, and a resolution which had never yielded to pity or distress, gave way 


Thesaurus 
prevent, anticipate; (n) interception. 
latticed: (adj) interlaced, fretted, 
lattice, reticulate, reticulated, 


battlement, wall, banister, handrail, 
earthwork; (v) sunk fence. 
penalties: (n) penalty. 


abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) 


junction, juncture. 

degradation: (n) fall, abasement, 
degeneracy, corruption, abjection, 
debasement, decadence, 
degeneration, humiliation, 
deposition, disgrace. ANTONYMS: 
(n) elevation, glorification, honor. 

intercept: (v) block, break, check, 
waylay, cease, grab, cut off, stop, 


latticelike, tabernacular, having frets, 
common, reticular. 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mobile, active, alive, flowing. 

parapet: (n) bulwark, breastwork, 
fortification, railing, bastion, 


precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop. 

stones: (n) shingle, grit. 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 
shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 
calm. 
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to his admiration of her fortitude. "Come down," he said, "rash girl!--I swear by 
earth, and sea, and sky, I will offer thee no offence." 


"I will not trust thee, Templar," said Rebecca; thou hast taught me better how 
to estimate the virtues of thine Order. The next Preceptory would grant thee 
absolution for an oath, the keeping of which concerned nought but the honour or 
the dishonour of a miserable Jewish maiden." 


"You do me injustice," exclaimed the Templar fervently; "I swear to you by 
the name which I bear--by the cross on my bosom--by the sword on my side--by 
the ancient crest of my fathers do I swear, I will do thee no injury whatsoever! If 
not for thyself, yet for thy father's sake forbear! I will be his friend, and in this 
castle he will need a powerful one." 


"Alas!" said Rebecca, "I know it but too well--dare I trust thee?" 


"May my arms be reversed, and my name dishonoured," said Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, "if thou shalt have reason to complain of me! Many a law, many a 
commandment have I broken, but my word never." 


"I will then trust thee," said Rebecca, "thus far;" and she descended from the 
verge of the battlement, but remained standing close by one of the embrasures, 
or "machicolles", as they were then called.--"Here," she said, "I take my stand. 
Remain where thou art, and if thou shalt attempt to diminish by one step the 
distance now between us, thou shalt see that the Jewish maiden will rather trust 
her soul with God, than her honour to the Templar!" 


While Rebecca spoke thus, her high and firm resolve, which corresponded so 
well with the expressive beauty of her countenance, gave to her looks, air, and 
manner, a dignity that seemed more than mortal. Her glance quailed not, her 
cheek blanched not, for the fear of a fate so instant and so horrible; on the 
contrary, the thought that she had her fate at her command, and could escape at 
will from infamy to death, gave a yet deeper colour of carnation to her 
complexion, and a yet more brilliant fire to her eye. Bois-Guilbert, proud himself 
and high-spirited, thought he had never beheld beauty so animated and so 
commanding. 


Thesaurus 

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, white, aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion. ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 

bleached, bloodless, benevolent, wan, diminish: (v) decline, abate, abridge, apathetically, unenthusiastically, 

pale, lightened, fair, faded. deduct, dwindle, detract, fall, impassively, halfheartedly, 
carnation: (n) crimson, gillyflower, depreciate; (adj, v) lessen; (adj, n, v) flippantly. 

pink, scarlet, red, carmine, clove degrade; (n, v) reduce. ANTONYMS: high-spirited: (adj) valiant, valorous, 

pink, dianthus caryophyllus, rose du (v) grow, compliment, supplement, spirited, manful, vivacious, 

Barry, couleur de rose, vermilion. rise, recognize, prolong, praise, effervescent, exuberant, jaunty, airy, 
commandment: (n) order, command, flatter, expand, enlarge, congratulate. ebullient, martial. 

fiat, edict, law, regulation, bidding, fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 

decree, caution, behest, prescription. zealously, passionately, intensely, imprecation, promise, affidavit, cuss, 
complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, swearing, pledge, assurance, 


character, appearance, look, hue, vehemently, seriously, fiercely. asseveration; (v) swear. 
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"Let there be peace between us, Rebecca," he said. 


"Peace, if thou wilt," answered Rebecca--"Peace--but with this space 
between." 


"Thou needst no longer fear me," said Bois-Guilbert. 


"I fear thee not," replied she; "thanks to him that reared this dizzy tower so 
high, that nought could fall from it and live --thanks to him, and to the God of 
Israel!--I fear thee not." 


"Thou dost me injustice," said the Templar; "by earth, sea, and sky, thou dost 
me injustice! I am not naturally that which you have seen me, hard, selfish, and 
relentless. It was woman that taught me cruelty, and on woman therefore I have 
exercised it; but not upon such as thou. Hear me, Rebecca--Never did knight 
take lance in his hand with a heart more devoted to the lady of his love than 
Brian de Bois-Guilbert. She, the daughter of a petty baron, who boasted for all 
his domains but a ruinous tower, and an unproductive vineyard, and some few 
leagues of the barren Landes of Bourdeaux, her name was known wherever 
deeds of arms were done, known wider than that of many a lady's that had a 
county for a dowery.--Yes," he continued, pacing up and down the little platform, 
with an animation in which he seemed to lose all consciousness of Rebecca's 
presence--"Yes, my deeds, my danger, my blood, made the name of Adelaide de 
Montemare known from the court of Castile to that of Byzantium. And how was 
I requited? --When I returned with my dear-bought honours, purchased by toil 
and blood, I found her wedded to a Gascon squire, whose name was never heard 
beyond the limits of his own paltry domain! Truly did I love her, and bitterly 
did I revenge me of her broken faith! But my vengeance has recoiled on myself. 
Since that day I have separated myself from life and its ties--My manhood must 
know no domestic home--must be soothed by no affectionate wife --My age must 
know no kindly hearth--My grave must be solitary, and no offspring must 
outlive me, to bear the ancient name of Bois-Guilbert. At the feet of my Superior 
I have laid down the right of self-action--the privilege of independence. The 
Templar, a serf in all but the name, can possess neither lands nor goods, and lives, 
moves, and breathes, but at the will and pleasure of another." 


Thesaurus 
animation: (adj, n) life, vivacity; (n) insignificant, inconsiderable, puny, sterile, unfruitful, vain, ineffective, 
liveliness, vitality, activity, spirit, little, trivial, low. ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, nonproductive, useless, arid, 
exhilaration, dash, energy, buoyancy; generous, substantial, plentiful, infecund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
(adj) alacrity. ANTONYMS: (n) enormous, important, profound. productive, fruitful, successful, 
lethargy, lifelessness, inertness, relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, fertile, effective, conclusive, creative, 
inertia, sluggishness, boredom. inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, efficient. 
outlive: (v) survive, live, endure, merciless, grim, obdurate, persistent, vineyard: (n) vinery, grapery, field, 
overlive, live through, make it, unrelenting. ANTONYMS: (adj) farm. 
overbide, overcome, remain, gentle, lenient, merciful, finite, soft, | wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
supervive, subsist. sporadic, feeble. matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
paltry: (adj, n) mean; (adj) soothed: (adj) composed. nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


contemptible, measly, trifling, abject, unproductive: (adj) infertile, fruitless, | unmarried, unattached. 
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"Alas!" said Rebecca, "what advantages could compensate for such an 
absolute sacrifice?" 


"The power of vengeance, Rebecca," replied the Templar, "and the prospects 
of ambition." 


"An evil recompense," said Rebecca, "for the surrender of the rights which are 
dearest to humanity." 


"Say not so, maiden," answered the Templar; "revenge is a feast for the gods! 
And if they have reserved it, as priests tell us, to themselves, it is because they 
hold it an enjoyment too precious for the possession of mere mortals.--And 
ambition? it is a temptation which could disturb even the bliss of heaven itself."-- 
He paused a moment, and then added, "Rebecca! she who could prefer death to 
dishonour, must have a proud and a powerful soul. Mine thou must be!--Nay, 
start not," he added, "it must be with thine own consent, and on thine own terms. 
Thou must consent to share with me hopes more extended than can be viewed 
from the throne of a monarch!--Hear me ere you answer and judge ere you 
refuse.--The Templar loses, as thou hast said, his social rights, his power of free 
agency, but he becomes a member and a limb of a mighty body, before which 
thrones already tremble,--even as the single drop of rain which mixes with the 
sea becomes an individual part of that resistless ocean, which undermines rocks 
and ingulfs royal armadas. Such a swelling flood is that powerful league. Of 
this mighty Order I am no mean member, but already one of the Chief 
Commanders, and may well aspire one day to hold the batoon of Grand Master. 
The poor soldiers of the Temple will not alone place their foot upon the necks of 
kings--a hemp-sandall'd monk can do that. Our mailed step shall ascend their 
throne--our gauntlet shall wrench the sceptre from their gripe. Not the reign of 
your vainly-expected Messiah offers such power to your dispersed tribes as my 
ambition may aim at. I have sought but a kindred spirit to share it, and I have 
found such in thee." 


"Sayest thou this to one of my people?" answered Rebecca. "Bethink thee--" 


"Answer me not," said the Templar, "by urging the difference of our creeds; 
within our secret conclaves we hold these nursery tales in derision. Think not we 


Thesaurus 
becomes: (v) become. gods: (n) gallery. overwhelming, unquenchable, 
dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, honey, gripe: (n) complaint; (adj, v) catch; (n, | unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
lover, sweetheart, loved one, baby; v) beef, moan, bellyache, grasp, inextinguishable, indomitable, 
(adj) precious, intimate, sweet. grumble, whine, protest; (adj, n, v) inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread, clutch; (v) complain. ANTONYMS: ANTONYM: (adj) resistible. 
distributed, scattered, diffused, (v) appreciate, compliment, agree, sceptre: (n) sovereignty, verge, wand, 
scatter, outspread, disseminated, rejoice. bauble, mace, brink. 
split, dissipated, separate. monk: (n) monastic, hermit, priest, swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
gauntlet: (n) mitt, sleeve, wristband, conventual, Buddhist, brother, swell, intumescence, growth, 
gantlet, mitten, gloves; (v) corner cenobite, monkly, friar, abbot, projection, prominence, bulge, 
stone, armored vest, buffer, mask, monkey. dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 


call to arms. resistless: (adj) overpowering, growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline. 
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long remained blind to the idiotical folly of our founders, who forswore every 
delight of life for the pleasure of dying martyrs by hunger, by thirst, and by 
pestilence, and by the swords of savages, while they vainly strove to defend a 
barren desert, valuable only in the eyes of superstition. Our Order soon adopted 
bolder and wider views, and found out a better indemnification for our 
sacrifices. Our immense possessions in every kingdom of Europe, our high 
military fame, which brings within our circle the flower of chivalry from every 
Christian clime--these are dedicated to ends of which our pious founders little 
dreamed, and which are equally concealed from such weak spirits as embrace 
our Order on the ancient principles, and whose superstition makes them our 
passive tools. But I will not further withdraw the veil of our mysteries. That 
bugle-sound announces something which may require my presence. Think on 
what I have said.--Farewell!--I do not say forgive me the violence I have 
threatened, for it was necessary to the display of thy character. Gold can be only 
known by the application of the touchstone. I will soon return, and hold further 
conference with thee." 


He re-entered the turret-chamber, and descended the stair, leaving Rebecca 
scarcely more terrified at the prospect of the death to which she had been so 
lately exposed, than at the furious ambition of the bold bad man in whose power 
she found herself so unhappily placed. When she entered the turret-chamber, 
her first duty was to return thanks to the God of Jacob for the protection which 
he had afforded her, and to implore its continuance for her and for her father. 
Another name glided into her petition--it was that of the wounded Christian, 
whom fate had placed in the hands of bloodthirsty men, his avowed enemies. 
Her heart indeed checked her, as if, even in communing with the Deity in prayer, 
she mingled in her devotions the recollection of one with whose fate hers could 
have no alliance --a Nazarene, and an enemy to her faith. But the petition was 
already breathed, nor could all the narrow prejudices of her sect induce Rebecca 
to wish it recalled. 


Thesaurus 


perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discontinuation, destruction. 
implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, 


bloodthirsty: (adj) murderous, brutal, 
bloody, barbarous, cruel, savage, 
fierce, ferocious, violent, 


disease, curse, infectious disease, 
contagion, infection, virus; (adj) 
murrain, pox. 


slaughterous, sanguineous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 

breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, 
breathing, aphonic. 

communing: (n) communion. 

continuance: (n) duration, abidance, 
existence, endurance, protraction, 
adjournment, resumption, 
prolongation, time, standing, 


ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, 
appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, grant, reject. 

indemnification: (n, v) amends, 
restitution; (n) atonement, 
satisfaction, indemnity, damages, 
redress, payment, recompense, 
reparation, correction. 

pestilence: (n) pest, epidemic, blight, 


sacrifices: (n) holocaust. 

sect: (n) denomination, clan, religion, 
party, order, cult, category, clique, 
class, group, Unit sect. 

strove: (v) strive. 

touchstone: (n) standard, criterion, 
benchmark, measure, norm, gauge, 
check, yardstick, measuring stick, 
reagent; (n, v) test. 
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A damn'd cramp piece of penmanship as ever I saw in my life! 


She Stoops to Conquer 


When the Templar reached the hall of the castle, he found De Bracy already 


there. 


"Your love-suit," said De Bracy, "hath, I suppose, been disturbed, like 


mine, by this obstreperous summons. But you have come later and more 
reluctantly, and therefore I presume your interview has proved more agreeable 


than mine." 


"Has your suit, then, been unsuccessfully paid to the Saxon heiress?" said the 


Templar. 


"By the bones of Thomas a Becket," answered De Bracy, "the Lady Rowena 
must have heard that I cannot endure the sight of women's tears." 


"Away!" said the Templar; "thou a leader of a Free Company, and regard a 
woman's tears! A few drops sprinkled on the torch of love, make the flame 


blaze the brighter." 


"Gramercy for the few drops of thy sprinkling," replied De Bracy; "but this 
damsel hath wept enough to extinguish a beacon-light. Never was such wringing 
of hands and such overflowing of eyes, since the days of St Niobe, of whom 
Prior Aymer told us. A water-fiend hath possessed the fair Saxon." 


Thesaurus 


agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, sweet, cramp: (v) restrict, constrict, confine, 


consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable. 

blaze: (n, v) flash, glare, flame, mark, 
scintillation; (n) fire, light, burning, 
inflammation, sheen; (adj, v) burn. 


bind, limit, hamper; (n, v) spasm, 
pinch; (n) crick, pain, constraint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, permit, 
liberate; (n) release. 

overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 
exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce. 

penmanship: (n) hand, pencraft, 
handwriting, chirography, 


autography, writing, script, 
authorship, beautiful handwriting, 
craftmanship. 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted. 

unsuccessfully: (adv) ineffectually, 
uselessly, badly, poorly, 
unfortunately, futilely, fruitlessly, 
ineffectively, abortively, unluckily, 
inadequately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
fruitfully, well, happily, effectively, 
usefully, competently, persuasively. 
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"A legion of fiends have occupied the bosom of the Jewess," replied the 
Templar; "for, I think no single one, not even Apollyon himself, couldhave 
inspired such indomitable pride and resolution.--But where is Front-de-Boeuf? 
That horn is sounded more and more clamorously." 


"He is negotiating with the Jew, I suppose," replied De Bracy, coolly; 
"probably the howls of Isaac have drowned the blast of the bugle. Thou mayst 
know, by experience, Sir Brian, that a Jew parting with his treasures on such 
terms as our friend Front-de-Boeuf is like to offer, will raise a clamour loud 
enough to be heard over twenty horns and trumpets to boot. But we will make 
the vassals call him." 


They were soon after joined by Front-de-Boeuf, who had been disturbed in 
his tyrannic cruelty in the manner with which the reader is acquainted, and had 
only tarried to give some necessary directions. 


"Let us see the cause of this cursed clamour," said Front-de-Boeuf--"here is a 
letter, and, if I mistake not, it is in Saxon." 


He looked at it, turning it round and round as if he had had really some 
hopes of coming at the meaning by inverting the position of the paper, and then 
handed it to De Bracy. 


"It may be magic spells for aught I know," said De Bracy, who possessed his 
full proportion of the ignorance which characterised the chivalry of the period. 
"Our chaplain attempted to teach me to write," he said, "but all my letters were 
formed like spear-heads and sword-blades, and so the old shaveling gave up the 
task." 


"Give it me," said the Templar. "We have that of the priestly character, that 
we have some knowledge to enlighten our valour." 

"Let us profit by your most reverend knowledge, then," said De Bracy; "what 
says the scroll?" 

"It is a formal letter of defiance," answered the Templar; "but, by our Lady of 
Bethlehem, if it be not a foolish jest, it is the most extraordinary cartel that ever 
was sent across the drawbridge of a baronial castle." 


Thesaurus 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, indomitable: (adj, v) firm, gritty, iron; 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; execrable, cussed, wretched, unlucky, (adj) dogged, invincible, inflexible, 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. accursed, blamed, blasted, tough, irresistible, rigid, dauntless, 
ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority. confounded; (v) accurst. undaunted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

cartel: (n) syndicate, ring, combine, ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, feeble, submissive, weak, irresolute. 
compromise, organization, group, honorable, nice, sweet, kine. parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
mob, agreement, consortium, enlighten: (v) advise, edify, educate, departure, disunion, goodbye, 
defiance, team. inform, clarify, apprise, instruct, leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 

chaplain: (n) clergyman, parson, illuminate, clear, notify; (adj, v) (adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rector, minister, chaplaincy, lighten. ANTONYMS: (v) puzzle, joining, meeting, connection, 


chaplainship, vicar, padre, sky pilot, obfuscate, mystify, confound, cloud, Reunion. 
reverend, curate. brutalize, bewilder, muddle. sounded: (adj) measured, oral. 
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"Jest!" said Front-de-Boeuf, "I would gladly know who dares jest with me in 
such a matter!--Read it, Sir Brian." 


The Templar accordingly read it as follows:--"I, Wamba, the son of Witless, 
Jester to a noble and free-born man, Cedric of Rotherwood, called the Saxon,-- 
And I, Gurth, the son of Beowulph, the swineherd--" 


"Thou art mad," said Front-de-Boeuf, interrupting the reader. 


"By St Luke, it is so set down," answered the Templar. Then resuming his 
task, he went on,--"I, Gurth, the son of Beowulph, swineherd unto the said 
Cedric, with the assistance of our allies and confederates, who make common 
cause with us in this our feud, namely, the good knight, called for the present 'Le 
Noir Faineant', and the stout yeoman, Robert Locksley, called Cleave-the-Wand, 
Do you, Reginald Front de-Boeuf, and your allies and accomplices whomsoever, 
to wit, that whereas you have, without cause given or feud declared, wrongfully 
and by mastery seized upon the person of our lord and master the said Cedric; 
also upon the person of a noble and freeborn damsel, the Lady Rowena of 
Hargottstandstede; also upon the person of a noble and freeborn man, 
Athelstane of Coningsburgh; also upon the persons of certain freeborn men, their 
‘cnichts'; also upon certain serfs, their born bondsmen; also upon a certain Jew, 
named Isaac of York, together with his daughter, a Jewess, and certain horses 
and mules: Which noble persons, with their 'cnichts' and slaves, and also with 
the horses and mules, Jew and Jewess beforesaid, were all in peace with his 
majesty, and travelling as liege subjects upon the king's highway; therefore we 
require and demand that the said noble persons, namely, Cedric of Rotherwood, 
Rowena of Hargottstandstede, Athelstane of Coningsburgh, with their servants, 
‘cnichts', and followers, also the horses and mules, Jew and Jewess aforesaid, 
together with all goods and chattels to them pertaining, be, within an hour after 
the delivery hereof, delivered to us, or to those whom we shall appoint to receive 
the same, and that untouched and unharmed in body and goods. Failing of 
which, we do pronounce to you, that we hold ye as robbers and traitors, and will 
wager our bodies against ye in battle, siege, or otherwise, and do our utmost to 
your annoyance and destruction. Wherefore may God have you in his keeping.-- 


Thesaurus 


aforesaid: (adj) aforenamed, said, 
foregoing, above-mentioned, same, 
preceding, former, foresaid. 

annoyance: (n) anger, harassment, 
aggravation, disturbance, 
inconvenience, pain, bother, 
botheration, temper, displeasure, 
vexation. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
satisfaction, patience, calmness, 
delight, equanimity, advantage, 
balm. 

chattels: (n) belongings, personalty, 


property, movables, effects, wealth, 
thing, resources, advantage, worldly 
goods, possession. 

freeborn: (adj) freer, ingenuous, free. 

mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 
command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance. 

pertaining: (adj) relative, concerning, 
belonging, apposite, material, not 
absolute. 

servants: (n) staff, suite. 


unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
unscathed, uninjured, whole, unhurt, 
untouched, safe and sound, sound, 
secure; (adj, adv) in one piece. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
broken, marred. 

unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 
towards, before. 

wrongfully: (adv) unjustly, injuriously, 
de jure, legally, lawfully, wrongly, 
mischievously, hurtfully, unlawfully, 
lawlessly, illegally. 
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Signed by us upon the eve of St Withold's day, under the great trysting oak in 
the Hart-hill Walk, the above being written by a holy man, Clerk to God, our 
Lady, and St Dunstan, in the Chapel of Copmanhurst." 


At the bottom of this document was scrawled, in the first place, a rude sketch 
of a cock's head and comb, with a legend expressing this hieroglyphic to be the 
sign-manual of Wamba, son of Witless. Under this respectable emblem stood a 
cross, stated to be the mark of Gurth, the son of Beowulph. Then was written, in 
rough bold characters, the words, "Le Noir Faineant". And, to conclude the 
whole, an arrow, neatly enough drawn, was described as the mark of the yeoman 
Locksley. 


The knights heard this uncommon document read from end to end, and then 
gazed upon each other in silent amazement, as being utterly at a loss to know 
what it could portend. De Bracy was the first to break silence by an 
uncontrollable fit of laughter, wherein he was joined, though with more 
moderation, by the Templar. Front-de-Boeuf, on the contrary, seemed impatient 
of their ill-timed jocularity. 


"I give you plain warning," he said, "fair sirs, that you had better consult how 
to bear yourselves under these circumstances, than give way to such misplaced 
merriment." 


"Front-de-Boeuf has not recovered his temper since his late overthrow," said 
De Bracy to the Templar; "he is cowed at the very idea of a cartel, though it come 
but from a fool and a swineherd." 


"By St Michael," answered Front-de-Boeuf, "I would thou couldst stand the 
whole brunt of this adventure thyself, De Bracy. These fellows dared not have 
acted with such inconceivable impudence, had they not been supported by some 
strong bands. There are enough of outlaws in this forest to resent my protecting 
the deer. I did but tie one fellow, who was taken redhanded and in the fact, to 
the horns of a wild stag, which gored him to death in five minutes, and I had as 
many arrows shot at me as there were launched against yonder target at Ashby.-- 
Here, fellow," he added, to one of his attendants, "hast thou sent out to see by 
what force this precious challenge is to be supported?" 


Thesaurus 

cowed: (adj) afraid, browbeaten, cheek, gall, audacity, impertinence, there. ANTONYM: (adj) found. 
bullied, timid, crestfallen, frightened, insolence, face, cheekiness, portend: (v) foretell, indicate, augur, 
hangdog, intimidated, passive. effrontery, assurance. ANTONYMS: betoken, forecast, foreshadow, bode, 

hieroglyphic: (adj) hieroglyphical, (n) cowardice, reticence. presage, herald, predict, foreshow. 
illegible; (v) arrowhead, ogham, jocularity: (n) jest, jocosity, waggery, scrawled: (adj) scribbled, hard to 
runes, cuneiform character, uncial humorousness, joke, pleasantry, decipher, incomprehensible, written, 
writing; (n) writing, orthography, facetiousness, drollery, play, unreadable, indecipherable, 
ideograph, hieratic script. recreation, jocoseness. impossible to read. 

ill-timed: (adj) untimely, inopportune, misplaced: (v) misjoined, mismatched; trysting: (n) appointment. 
undue, inappropriate, inept, (adj) mislaid, inept, inappropriate, wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
inadmissible, disadvantageous. disordered, gone astray, lost where. 


impudence: (adj, n) boldness, brass; (n) temporarily, misguided, missing, not 
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"There are at least two hundred men assembled in the woods," answered a 
squire who was in attendance. 


"Here is a proper matter!" said Front-de-Boeuf, "this comes of lending you the 
use of my castle, that cannot manage your undertaking quietly, but you must 
bring this nest of hornets about my ears!" 


"Of hornets?" said De Bracy; "of stingless drones rather; a band of lazy knaves, 
who take to the wood, and destroy the venison rather than labour for their 
maintenance." 


"Stingless!" replied Front-de-Boeuf; "fork-headed shafts of a cloth-yard in 
length, and these shot within the breadth of a French crown, are sting enough." 


"For shame, Sir Knight!" said the Templar. "Let us summon our people, and 
sally forth upon them. One knight--ay, one man-at-arms, were enough for 
twenty such peasants." 


"Enough, and too much," said De Bracy; "I should only be ashamed to couch 
lance against them." 


"True," answered Front-de-Boeuf; "were they black Turks or Moors, Sir 
Templar, or the craven peasants of France, most valiant De Bracy; but these are 
English yeomen, over whom we shall have no advantage, save what we may 
derive from our arms and horses, which will avail us little in the glades of the 
forest. Sally, saidst thou? we have scarce men enough to defend the castle. The 
best of mine are at York; so is all your band, De Bracy; and we have scarcely 
twenty, besides the handful that were engaged in this mad business." 


"Thou dost not fear," said the Templar, "that they can assemble in force 
sufficient to attempt the castle?" 


"Not so, Sir Brian," answered Front-de-Boeuf. "These outlaws have indeed a 
daring captain; but without machines, scaling ladders, and experienced leaders, 
my castle may defy them." 


"Send to thy neighbours," said the Templar, "let them assemble their people, 
and come to the rescue of three knights, besieged by a jester and a swineherd in 
the baronial castle of Reginald Front-de-Boeuf!" 


Thesaurus 


craven: (n) coward, poltroon, chicken; 
(adj, n) recreant, apostate, renegade; 
(adj) base, gutless, yellow, spineless, 
fearful. ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, 
fearless, courageous, daring, heroic, 
strong. 

daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, 


cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, fearful, 
unadventurous, wimpy. 

hornets: (n) family Vespidae. 

ladders: (n) washboard. 

scaling: (n) measuring, mensuration, 
measure, climb, flaking, escalade, 
furring, grading, scale, incrustation, 


assemble: (v) accumulate, aggregate, 
meet, gather, convene, call, set up, 
collect, group, make, get together. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dismantle, disband, 
disassemble, scatter, part, separate, 
disintegrate, disconnect, dismiss, 
distribute, demobilize. 


besieged: (adj) enclosed, under 
pressure, under attack, targeted, 
struggling, stressed, under fire, 
fraught, embattled, careworn, 
harassed. 


adventurous; (adj) audacious, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, 
audacity, boldness, courage, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, 


shelling. 

summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband. 
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"You jest, Sir Knight," answered the baron; "but to whom should I send?-- 
Malvoisin is by this time at York with his retainers, and so are my other allies; 
and so should I have been, but for this infernal enterprise." 


"Then send to York, and recall our people," said De Bracy. "If they abide the 
shaking of my standard, or the sight of my Free Companions, I will give them 
credit for the boldest outlaws ever bent bow in green-wood." 


"And who shall bear such a message?" said Front-de-Boeuf; "they will beset 
every path, and rip the errand out of his bosom.--I have it," he added, after 
pausing for a moment--"Sir Templar, thou canst write as well as read, and if we 
can but find the writing materials of my chaplain, who died a twelvemonth since 
in the midst of his Christmas carousals--" 


"So please ye," said the squire, who was still in attendance, "I think old 
Urfried has them somewhere in keeping, for love of the confessor. He was the 
last man, I have heard her tell, who ever said aught to her, which man ought in 
courtesy to address to maid or matron." 


"Go, search them out, Engelred," said Front-de-Boeuf; "and then, Sir Templar, 
thou shalt return an answer to this bold challenge." 


"I would rather do it at the sword's point than at that of the pen," said Bois- 
Guilbert; "but be it as you will." 


He sat down accordingly, and indited, in the French language, an epistle of 
the following tenor:--"Sir Reginald Front-de-Boeuf, with his noble and knightly 
allies and confederates, receive no defiances at the hands of slaves, bondsmen, or 
fugitives. If the person calling himself the Black Knight have indeed a claim to 
the honours of chivalry, he ought to know that he stands degraded by his present 
association, and has no right to ask reckoning at the hands of good men of noble 
blood. Touching the prisoners we have made, we do in Christian charity require 
you to send a man of religion, to receive their confession, and reconcile them 
with God; since it is our fixed intention to execute them this morning before 
noon, so that their heads being placed on the battlements, shall show to all men 
how lightly we esteem those who have bestirred themselves in their rescue. 


Thesaurus 
beset: (v) beleaguer, afflict, assault, correspondence, post card, favor, waist. 
siege, molest, worry, attack, plague, missive, writing, memo, dispatch. reckoning: (n) calculation, 
obsess, assail; (adv, v) surround. esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, computation, bill, score, computing, 
confession: (n) admission, v) respect, value, consideration, liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
acknowledgment, recognition, account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, enumeration, account, estimation. 
acknowledgement, concession, admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) reconcile: (adj, v) conciliate, accord, 
divulgence, disclosure, shrift, scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, harmonize; (v) accommodate, pacify, 
penance, profession, admission of abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) placate, mediate, adjust, harmonise, 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) disavowal, disesteem, disapproval. make up, propitiate. ANTONYMS: 
refutation. midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, (v) alienate, estrange, provoke, 
epistle: (n) letter, note, between; (prep) among, amid; (n) quarrel, segregate, worsen. 


communication, message, core, center, thick, interior, heart, retainers: (n) entourage, suite. 
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Wherefore, as above, we require you to send a priest to reconcile them to God, in 
doing which you shall render them the last earthly service." 


This letter being folded, was delivered to the squire, and by him to the 
messenger who waited without, as the answer to that which he had brought. 


The yeoman having thus accomplished his mission, returned to the head- 
quarters of the allies, which were for the present established under a venerable 
oak-tree, about three arrow-flights distant from the castle. Here Wamba and 
Gurth, with their allies the Black Knight and Locksley, and the jovial hermit, 
awaited with impatience an answer to their summons. Around, and at a distance 
from them, were seen many a bold yeoman, whose silvan dress and 
weatherbeaten countenances showed the ordinary nature of their occupation. 
More than two hundred had already assembled, and others were fast coming in. 
Those whom they obeyed as leaders were only distinguished from the others by 
a feather in the cap, their dress, arms, and equipments being in all other respects 
the same. 


Besides these bands, a less orderly and a worse armed force, consisting of the 
Saxon inhabitants of the neighbouring township, as well as many bondsmen and 
servants from Cedric's extensive estate, had already arrived, for the purpose of 
assisting in his rescue. Few of these were armed otherwise than with such rustic 
weapons as necessity sometimes converts to military purposes. Boar-spears, 
scythes, flails, and the like, were their chief arms; for the Normans, with the 
usual policy of conquerors, were jealous of permitting to the vanquished Saxons 
the possession or the use of swords and spears. These circumstances rendered 
the assistance of the Saxons far from being so formidable to the besieged, as the 
strength of the men themselves, their superior numbers, and the animation 
inspired by a just cause, might otherwise well have made them. It was to the 
leaders of this motley army that the letter of the Templar was now delivered. 


Reference was at first made to the chaplain for an exposition of its contents. 


"By the crook of St Dunstan," said that worthy ecclesiastic, "which hath 
brought more sheep within the sheepfold than the crook of e'er another saint in 


Thesaurus 
assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, sublunary. ANTONYMS: (adj) runner, emissary, bearer, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, spiritual, divine, ethereal, immortal, ambassador, precursor, courier, 
supporting, support, secondary, impossible, improbable, carrier, apostle, errand. 
supplementary, assistant; (n) helping. inconceivable, celestial. permitting: (adj) lenient, permitted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) main. equipments: (n) paraphernalia, sheepfold: (n) sheepcote, sheep pen, 
crook: (adj, n, v) bend, curve; (n) facility, attire, appendages, equipage, pen, bend, congregation, crease, 
criminal, cheat, scoundrel, gangster, accouterments. crimp, faithful, folding, pew; (v) 
robber; (n, v) turn, hook; (v) bow, exposition: (n) comment, exhibition, range. 
wind. show, explanation, elucidation, township: (n) parish, municipality, 
earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) carnal, clarification, exhibit, description, county, community, shire, country, 
worldly, conceivable, human, geotic, | demonstration, dissertation, fair. city, arrondissement, settlement, 


secular, terrene, temporal, telluric, messenger: (n, v) herald; (n) harbinger, area, province. 
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Paradise, I swear that I cannot expound unto you this jargon, which, whether it 
be French or Arabic, is beyond my guess." 


He then gave the letter to Gurth, who shook his head gruffly, and passed it to 
Wamba. The Jester looked at each of the four corners of the paper with such a 
grin of affected intelligence as a monkey is apt to assume upon similar occasions, 
then cut a caper, and gave the letter to Locksley. 


"If the long letters were bows, and the short letters broad arrows, I might 
know something of the matter," said the brave yeoman; "but as the matter stands, 
the meaning is as safe, for me, as the stag that's at twelve miles distance." 


"I must be clerk, then," said the Black Knight; and taking the letter from 
Locksley, he first read it over to himself, and then explained the meaning in 
Saxon to his confederates. 


"Execute the noble Cedric!" exclaimed Wamba; "by the rood, thou must be 
mistaken, Sir Knight." 


"Not I, my worthy friend," replied the knight, "I have explained the words as 
they are here set down." 


"Then, by St Thomas of Canterbury," replied Gurth, "we will have the castle, 
should we tear it down with our hands!" 


"We have nothing else to tear it with," replied Wamba; "but mine are scarce fit 
to make mammocks of freestone and mortar." 


"Tis but a contrivance to gain time," said Locksley; "they dare not do a deed 
for which I could exact a fearful penalty." 


"I would," said the Black Knight, "there were some one among us who could 
obtain admission into the castle, and discover how the case stands with the 
besieged. Methinks, as they require a confessor to be sent, this holy hermit might 
at once exercise his pious vocation, and procure us the information we desire." 


"A plague on thee, and thy advice!" said the pious hermit; "I tell thee, Sir 
Slothful Knight, that when I doff my friar's frock, my priesthood, my sanctity, 


Thesaurus 


harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 

bluffly, grumpily, throatily, coarsely, 
joke, antic. ANTONYM: (v) restrain. rudely. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, cloth, church government, clerical, 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, politely, gently, smoothly, tactfully. community, hierarch, presbytery. 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, resource, pious: (adj, n, v) devout; (adj, n) godly; procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, win, 


caper: (n, v) skip, bound, frolic, hop, 
romp, leap, play, gambol; (n) prank, 


priesthood: (n) ministry, apostleship, 
clericals, profession, the desk, the 


plan, contraption, machine, 
apparatus. 

expound: (v) explicate, elucidate, 
annotate, elaborate, define, read, 
clarify, illustrate, interpret; (adj, v) 
explain, expand. 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 


(adj) religious, holy, saintly, 
devotional, pure, hypocritical, 
devoted, sanctimonious; (adj, v) 
earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) impious, 
sinful, profane, blasphemous, 
irreligious, uncommitted, secular, 
irreverent. 


gain, have, purchase, induce, derive, 
find. ANTONYM: (v) give. 

stag: (v) spy, peach, denounce; (n) 
buck, dog, boar, cock, deer, roe, doe, 
reynard. 

twelve: (adj, n) dozen, XII; (n) boxcars, 
large integer. 
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my very Latin, are put off along with it; and when in my green jerkin, I can better 
kill twenty deer than confess one Christian." 


"I fear," said the Black Knight, "I fear greatly, there is no one here that is 
qualified to take upon him, for the nonce, this same character of father 
confessor?" 


All looked on each other, and were silent. 


"I see," said Wamba, after a short pause, "that the fool must be still the fool, 
and put his neck in the venture which wise men shrink from. You must know, 
my dear cousins and countrymen, that I wore russet before I wore motley, and 
was bred to be a friar, until a brain-fever came upon me and left me just wit 
enough to be a fool. I trust, with the assistance of the good hermit's frock, 
together with the priesthood, sanctity, and learning which are stitched into the 
cowl of it, I shall be found qualified to administer both worldly and ghostly 
comfort to our worthy master Cedric, and his companions in adversity." 


"Hath he sense enough, thinkst thou?" said the Black Knight, addressing 
Gurth. 


"I know not," said Gurth; "but if he hath not, it will be the first time he hath 
wanted wit to turn his folly to account." 


"On with the frock, then, good fellow," quoth the Knight, "and let thy master 
send us an account of their situation within the castle. Their numbers must be 
few, and it is five to one they may be accessible by a sudden and bold attack. 
Time wears--away with thee." 


"And, in the meantime," said Locksley, "we will beset the place so closely, 
that not so much as a fly shall carry news from thence. So that, my good friend," 
he continued, addressing Wamba, "thou mayst assure these tyrants, that 
whatever violence they exercise on the persons of their prisoners, shall be most 
severely repaid upon their own." 


"Pax vobiscum," said Wamba, who was now muffled in his religious disguise. 


And so saying he imitated the solemn and stately deportment of a friar, and 
departed to execute his mission. 


Thesaurus 


administer: (n, v) manage, rule, inarticulate, faint, soft, subdued, low, 
minister, command; (v) dispense, quiet; (v) allusive, covert. 
distribute, give, operate, deal, supply, ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct, 
handle. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, audible, slight. 


rise, inflate. 

stitched: (adj) sewed, bound in paper 
covers, seamed. 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 


neglect, frustrate, refuse, deny, 
mismanage, take. 

ghostly: (adj) uncanny, eerie, weird, 
spiritual, spectral, ghostlike, 
supernatural, macabre, phantasmal; 
(adj, adv) ghastly; (adv) spectrally. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, natural. 
muffled: (adj) hushed, muted, hollow, 


nonce: (n) hour, nowadays, crisis, 
moment, instant, epoch, present, time 
being, minute, day. 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 


mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial. 
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The hottest horse will oft be cool, 
The dullest will show fire; 

The friar will often play the fool, 
The fool will play the friar. 
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Old Song 


When the Jester, arrayed in the cowl and frock of the hermit, and having his 
knotted cord twisted round his middle, stood before the portal of the castle of 
Front-de-Boeuf, the warder demanded of him his name and errand. 


"Pax vobiscum," answered the Jester, "I am a poor brother of the Order of St 
Francis, who come hither to do my office to certain unhappy prisoners now 


secured within this castle." 


"Thou art a bold friar," said the warder, "to come hither, where, saving our 
own drunken confessor, a cock of thy feather hath not crowed these twenty 


years." 


"Yet I pray thee, do mine errand to the lord of the castle," answered the 
pretended friar; "trust me it will find good acceptance with him, and the cock 
shall crow, that the whole castle shall hear him." 


bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, 
courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, 
abashed. 

cock: (n) rooster, chicken, spigot, 
Peter, prick, cockerel, tool, stopcock, 
shaft; (n, v) stack; (v) ruffle. 
ANTONYM: (v) uncock. 

cord: (n) band, bond, tie, twine, tape, 


Thesaurus 


whipcord, thread, yarn, lace, rope, 
leash. 

drunken: (adj) boozy, sottish, 
intoxicated, tipsy, tight, bibulous, 
groggy, intemperate, blotto, canned, 
pissed. 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most 
recent, newest, latest. 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected. 


saving: (adj, n) frugal, economical; 
(adj) thrifty, save; (n) economy, 
conservation, salvation, rescue, 
preservation, cut, retrenchment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) extravagance, 
expenditure; (adj) spendthrift. 

twisted: (adj) perverted, deformed, 
bent, distorted, misshapen, coiled, 
twined, curved, wry, contorted; (adj, 
v) winding. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
normal, perfect, wholesome. 
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"Gramercy," said the warder; "but if I come to shame for leaving my post 
upon thine errand, I will try whether a friar's grey gown be proof against a grey- 
goose shaft." 


With this threat he left his turret, and carried to the hall of the castle his 
unwonted intelligence, that a holy friar stood before the gate and demanded 
instant admission. With no small wonder he received his master's commands to 
admit the holy man immediately; and, having previously manned the entrance to 
guard against surprise, he obeyed, without further scruple, the commands which 
he had received. The harebrained self-conceit which had emboldened Wamba 
to undertake this dangerous office, was scarce sufficient to support him when he 
found himself in the presence of a man so dreadful, and so much dreaded, as 
Reginald Front-de-Boeuf, and he brought out his "pax vobiscum", to which he, in 
a good measure, trusted for supporting his character, with more anxiety and 
hesitation than had hitherto accompanied it. But Front-de-Boeuf was accustomed 
to see men of all ranks tremble in his presence, so that the timidity of the 
supposed father did not give him any cause of suspicion. 


"Who and whence art thou, priest?" said he. 


"Pax vobiscum'," reiterated the Jester, "I am a poor servant of St Francis, who, 
travelling through this wilderness, have fallen among thieves, (as Scripture hath 
it,) 'quidam viator incidit in latrones', which thieves have sent me unto this castle 
in order to do my ghostly office on two persons condemned by your honourable 
justice." 


"Ay, right," answered Front-de-Boeuf; "and canst thou tell me, holy father, the 
number of those banditti?" 


mI 


"Gallant sir," answered the Jester, "nomen illis legio', their name is legion." 


"Tell me in plain terms what numbers there are, or, priest, thy cloak and cord 
will ill protect thee." 


"Alas!" said the supposed friar, "cor meum eructavit', that is to say, I was like 
to burst with fear! but I conceive they may be --what of yeomen --what of 
commons, at least five hundred men." 


Thesaurus 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, vestment, wrapper, overclothes, bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, outerwear, uniform, tunic, clothes; (v) cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, clothe. modesty, humility, coyness. 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) harebrained: (adj) unadvised, ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, imprudent, madcap, crazy, rash, boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
question, ruin. incautious, inane, ridiculous, security. 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, headlong, indiscreet, inconsiderate. wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, ANTONYMS: (adj) intelligent, sane. wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, reiterated: (adj) repeated, monotonous, badlands, wildness, frontier, 
fearsome; (v) drad. frequent. boondocks, backwoods; (adj) Sahara; 

emboldened: (adj) bold. self-conceit: (n) conceit. (v) squandering. ANTONYM: (n) 


gown: (n) robe, clothing, cassock, timidity: (n) shyness, fear, metropolis. 
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"What!" said the Templar, who came into the hall that moment, "muster the 
wasps so thick here? it is time to stifle such a mischievous brood." Then taking 
Front-de-Boeuf aside "Knowest thou the priest?" 


"He is a stranger from a distant convent," said Front-de-Boeuf; "I know him 
not." 


"Then trust him not with thy purpose in words," answered the Templar. "Let 
him carry a written order to De Bracy's company of Free Companions, to repair 
instantly to their master's aid. In the meantime, and that the shaveling may 
suspect nothing, permit him to go freely about his task of preparing these Saxon 
hogs for the slaughter-house." 


"It shall be so," said Front-de-Boeuf. And he forthwith appointed a domestic 
to conduct Wamba to the apartment where Cedric and Athelstane were 
confined. 


The impatience of Cedric had been rather enhanced than diminished by his 
confinement. He walked from one end of the hall to the other, with the attitude 
of one who advances to charge an enemy, or to storm the breach of a 
beleaguered place, sometimes ejaculating to himself, sometimes addressing 
Athelstane, who stoutly and stoically awaited the issue of the adventure, 
digesting, in the meantime, with great composure, the liberal meal which he had 
made at noon, and not greatly interesting himself about the duration of his 
captivity, which he concluded, would, like all earthly evils, find an end in 
Heaven's good time. 


"Pax vobiscum'," said the Jester, entering the apartment; "the blessing of St 
Dunstan, St Dennis, St Duthoc, and all other saints whatsoever, be upon ye and 
about ye." 


"Enter freely," answered Cedric to the supposed friar; "with what intent art 
thou come hither?" 
"To bid you prepare yourselves for death," answered the Jester. 


"It is impossible!" replied Cedric, starting. "Fearless and wicked as they are, 
they dare not attempt such open and gratuitous cruelty!" 


Thesaurus 
beleaguered: (adj) overwhelmed, for nothing, gratis, unwarranted, impish, harmful, playful, maleficent, 
drawn, under attack, under duress, costless, free of charge, unfounded; arch; (adj, v) hurtful. ANTONYMS: 
secluded, snowed under, targeted, on (adj, v) voluntary. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) harmless, serious. 


the spot, inundated, hurried, necessary, paid, provoked, justified. stifle: (v) smother, suffocate, repress, 

haggard. hogs: (n) Suidae, boars, family Suidae, dampen, muffle, extinguish, strangle, 
forthwith: (adv) directly, immediately, stock. quell, hush up, asphyxiate, check. 

at once, now, instantly, straight, intent: (n) idea, intention, design, ANTONYMS: (v) express, arouse, 

presently, straightaway, spirit, meaning, import, goal, stimulate, light, exacerbate, show. 

incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; (adj) purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) stoically: (adv) indifferently, patiently. 

immediate. absorbed, engrossed. wasps: (n) hymenoptera, gall wasps, 
gratuitous: (adj) complimentary, mischievous: (adj) bad, injurious, sawflies, order hymenoptera, etc, 


unnecessary, needless, superfluous, detrimental, naughty, deleterious, ants, ichneumons. 
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"Alas!" said the Jester, "to restrain them by their sense of humanity, is the 
same as to stop a runaway horse with a bridle of silk thread. Bethink thee, 
therefore, noble Cedric, and you also, gallant Athelstane, what crimes you have 
committed in the flesh; for this very day will ye be called to answer at a higher 


tribunal." 


"Hearest thou this, Athelstane?" said Cedric; "we must rouse up our hearts to 
this last action, since better it is we should die like men, than live like slaves." 


"I am ready," answered Athelstane, "to stand the worst of their malice, and 
shall walk to my death with as much composure as ever I did to my dinner." 


"Let us then unto our holy gear, father," said Cedric. 


"Wait yet a moment, good uncle," said the Jester, in his natural tone; "better 
look long before you leap in the dark." 


"By my faith," said Cedric, "I should know that voice!" 


"It is that of your trusty slave and jester," answered Wamba, throwing back 
his cowl. "Had you taken a fool's advice formerly, you would not have been here 
at all. Take a fool's advice now, and you will not be here long." 


"How mean'st thou, knave?" answered the Saxon. 


"Even thus," replied Wamba; "take thou this frock and cord, which are all the 
orders I ever had, and march quietly out of the castle, leaving me your cloak and 
girdle to take the long leap in thy stead." 


"Leave thee in my stead!" said Cedric, astonished at the proposal; "why, they 
would hang thee, my poor knave." 


"E'en let them do as they are permitted," said Wamba; "I trust --no 
disparagement to your birth--that the son of Witless may hang in a chain with as 
much gravity as the chain hung upon his ancestor the alderman." 


"Well, Wamba," answered Cedric, "for one thing will I grant thy request. 
And that is, if thou wilt make the exchange of garments with Lord Athelstane 


instead of me." 


ancestor: (n) forerunner, forefather, 
parent, father, precursor, antecedent, 


forebear, forbear, prototype, ancestry, 


ascendant. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendant, successor, offspring, 
progeny. 

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze. 

disparagement: (n, v) detraction, 


Thesaurus 
dispraise; (n) aspersion, derogation, 
calumny, contempt, depreciation, 
defamation, degradation, disgrace, 
scorn. ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, 
credit, commendation, acclaim, 
compliment, admiration, 
glorification, respect. 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades. 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 


benevolence, affection, goodness. 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench. 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge. 
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"No, by St Dunstan," answered Wamba; "there were little reason in that. 
Good right there is, that the son of Witless should suffer to save the son of 
Hereward,; but little wisdom there were in his dying for the benefit of one whose 
fathers were strangers to his." 


"Villain," said Cedric, "the fathers of Athelstane were monarchs of England!" 


"They might be whomsoever they pleased," replied Wamba; "but my neck 
stands too straight upon my shoulders to have it twisted for their sake. 
Wherefore, good my master, either take my proffer yourself, or suffer me to 
leave this dungeon as free as I entered." 


"Let the old tree wither," continued Cedric, "so the stately hope of the forest 
be preserved. Save the noble Athelstane, my trusty Wamba! it is the duty of each 
who has Saxon blood in his veins. Thou and I will abide together the utmost rage 
of our injurious oppressors, while he, free and safe, shall arouse the awakened 
spirits of our countrymen to avenge us." 


"Not so, father Cedric," said Athelstane, grasping his hand, --for, when 
roused to think or act, his deeds and sentiments were not unbecoming his high 
race--"Not so," he continued; "I would rather remain in this hall a week without 
food save the prisoner's stinted loaf, or drink save the prisoner's measure of 
water, than embrace the opportunity to escape which the slave's untaught 
kindness has purveyed for his master." 


"You are called wise men, sirs," said the Jester, "and I a crazed fool; but, uncle 
Cedric, and cousin Athelstane, the fool shall decide this controversy for ye, and 
save ye the trouble of straining courtesies any farther. I am like John-a-Duck's 
mare, that will let no man mount her but John-a-Duck. I came to save my master, 
and if he will not consent--basta--I can but go away home again. Kind service 
cannot be chucked from hand to hand like a shuttlecock or stool-ball. I'll hang 
for no man but my own born master." 


"Go, then, noble Cedric," said Athelstane, "neglect not this opportunity. Your 
presence without may encourage friends to our rescue--your remaining here 
would ruin us all." 


Thesaurus 
arouse: (v) wake, stir, agitate, excite, idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, poke. sparing, thin; (adj) inadequate. 
awaken, stimulate, anger, kindle, ANTONYM: (v) work. straining: (n) effort, push, exertion, 
provoke, raise; (n, v) rouse. mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, dampen, mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
stifle, sedate, quiet, pacify, bore, horse, region, part, jennet, roe. arduous; (v) tighten. 
allay, lull, quench, suppress. shall: (n) must, necessity; (v) require, unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 
crazed: (adj) deranged, crazy, wild, bequeath, leave. unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
mad, insane, crackled, loopy, non shuttlecock: (n) badminton, battledore indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
compos mentis, lunatic, demented, and shuttlecock, bird, birdie, razzing, unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
barmy. raspberry, hoot, hiss, fowl, doll, incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, dame. dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 


loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, be stinted: (v) scrimp, poor, spare, seemly, correct, decent, suitable. 
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"And is there any prospect, then, of rescue from without?" said Cedric, 
looking to the Jester. 


"Prospect, indeed!" echoed Wamba; "let me tell you, when you fill my cloak, 
you are wrapped in a general's cassock. Five hundred men are there without, 
and I was this morning one of the chief leaders. My fool's cap was a casque, and 
my bauble a truncheon. Well, we shall see what good they will make by 
exchanging a fool for a wise man. Truly, I fear they will lose in valour what they 
may gain in discretion. And so farewell, master, and be kind to poor Gurth and 
his dog Fangs; and let my cockscomb hang in the hall at Rotherwood, in memory 
that I flung away my life for my master, like a faithful--fool." 


The last word came out with a sort of double expression, betwixt jest and 
earnest. The tears stood in Cedric's eyes. 


"Thy memory shall be preserved," he said, "while fidelity and affection have 
honour upon earth! But that I trust I shall find the means of saving Rowena, and 
thee, Athelstane, and thee, also, my poor Wamba, thou shouldst not overbear me 
in this matter." 


The exchange of dress was now accomplished, when a sudden doubt struck 
Cedric. 


"I know no language," he said, "but my own, and a few words of their 
mincing Norman. How shall I bear myself like a reverend brother?" 


"The spell lies in two words," replied Wamba-- "Pax vobiscum' will answer 
all queries. If you go or come, eat or drink, bless or ban, 'Pax vobiscum' carries 
you through it all. It is as useful to a friar as a broomstick to a witch, or a wand 
to a conjurer. Speak it but thus, in a deep grave tone,--'Pax vobiscum!'--it is 
irresistible--Watch and ward, knight and squire, foot and horse, it acts as a charm 
upon them all. I think, if they bring me out to be hanged to-morrow, as is much 
to be doubted they may, I will try its weight upon the finisher of the sentence." 

"If such prove the case," said the master, "my religious orders are soon taken-- 


'Pax vobiscum'. I trust I shall remember the pass-word.--Noble Athelstane, 
farewell; and farewell, my poor boy, whose heart might make amends for a 


Thesaurus 
bauble: (adj) gimcrack; (n) trinket, cockscomb: (n) comb, coxcomb, crest, (n) infidelity, unfaithfulness, 
ornament, trifle, bagatelle, gaud, celosia argentea cristata, celosia disloyalty, inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
bangle, novelty; (adj, n) toy, gewgaw, cristata, gallant, swell, herb, sheik, dishonesty, unreliability. 
plaything. fop, dandy. finisher: (n) paver, worker, varnisher, 
bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, conjurer: (n) performer, illusionist, stitcher, outsider, fattener, gaffer. 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, conjuror, wizard, juggler, mincing: (adj) mince, prim, mannered, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) prestidigitator, sorcerer, conjure man, twee, pretentious, foppish, affected, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, necromancer, enchanter, pythonist. la-di-da, simpering, nice, sentimental. 
condemn, disapprove, damn, fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, overbear: (v) overpower, overcome, 
disallow, deny. faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, bear down, conquer, press, defeat, 
broomstick: (adj) spare, meager, lanky, loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; beat, domineer, crush, subdue, 


slight; (n) broomstaff, broom handle. (adj, n) honesty, truth. ANTONYMS: prostrate. 
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weaker head--I will save you, or return and die with you. The royal blood of our 
Saxon kings shall not be spilt while mine beats in my veins; nor shall one hair fall 
from the head of the kind knave who risked himself for his master, if Cedric's 
peril can prevent it. --Farewell." 


"Farewell, noble Cedric," said Athelstane; "remember it is the true part of a 
friar to accept refreshment, if you are offered any." 


"Farewell, uncle," added Wamba; "and remember 'Pax vobiscum'. 


Thus exhorted, Cedric sallied forth upon his expedition; and it was not long 
ere he had occasion to try the force of that spell which his Jester had 
recommended as omnipotent. In a low-arched and dusky passage, by which he 
endeavoured to work his way to the hall of the castle, he was interrupted by a 
female form. 


"Pax vobiscum!" said the pseudo friar, and was endeavouring to hurry past, 
when a soft voice replied, "Et vobis--quaso, domine reverendissime, pro 


misericordia vestra'." 


"I am somewhat deaf," replied Cedric, in good Saxon, and at the same time 
muttered to himself, "A curse on the fool and his 'Pax vobiscum!' I have lost my 
javelin at the first cast." 


It was, however, no unusual thing for a priest of those days to be deaf of his 
Latin ear, and this the person who now addressed Cedric knew full well. 


"I pray you of dear love, reverend father," she replied in his own language, 
"that you will deign to visit with your ghostly comfort a wounded prisoner of 
this castle, and have such compassion upon him and us as thy holy office 
teaches--Never shall good deed so highly advantage thy convent." 


"Daughter," answered Cedric, much embarrassed, "my time in this castle will 
not permit me to exercise the duties of mine office --I must presently forth--there 
is life and death upon my speed." 

"Yet, father, let me entreat you by the vow you have taken on you," replied 


the suppliant, "not to leave the oppressed and endangered without counsel or 
succour." 


Thesaurus 
beats: (n) beat, beatniks, Beat clear. powerful, multipotent, divine, 
Generation. endangered: (n) tiger, white extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 
deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, predominant; (n) God. ANTONYMS: 
behavior, action, exploit, covenant, defenseless, at risk, in danger. (adj) weak, powerless. 
doing, document, title, fact. entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, pseudo: (adj, n) fake, phony; (adj, v) 
ANTONYM: (n) failure. pray, adjure, appeal, request, conjure, mock; (adj) false, artificial, bogus, 
domine: (n) dominie, dominus, crave, bid. ANTONYMS: (v) demand, imitation, imitative; (adj, n, v) sham; 
clergyman, a clergyman, dominee. reject. (n) pseud, phoney. 
dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist. suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: broken, inarticulate. suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 


(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, imploring, humbly entreating. 
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"May the fiend fly away with me, and leave me in Ifrin with the souls of Odin 
and of Thor!" answered Cedric impatiently, and would probably have proceeded 
in the same tone of total departure from his spiritual character, when the 
colloquy was interrupted by the harsh voice of Urfried, the old crone of the 
turret. 


"How, minion," said she to the female speaker, "is this the manner in which 
you requite the kindness which permitted thee to leave thy prison-cell yonder?-- 
Puttest thou the reverend man to use ungracious language to free himself from 
the importunities of a Jewess?" 


"A Jewess!" said Cedric, availing himself of the information to get clear of 
their interruption,--"Let me pass, woman! stop me not at your peril. I am fresh 
from my holy office, and would avoid pollution." 


"Come this way, father," said the old hag, "thou art a stranger in this castle, 
and canst not leave it without a guide. Come hither, for I would speak with 
thee.--And you, daughter of an accursed race, go to the sick man's chamber, and 
tend him until my return; and woe betide you if you again quit it without my 
permission!" 


Rebecca retreated. Her importunities had prevailed upon Urfried to suffer 
her to quit the turret, and Urfried had employed her services where she herself 
would most gladly have paid them, by the bedside of the wounded Ivanhoe. 
With an understanding awake to their dangerous situation, and prompt to avail 
herself of each means of safety which occurred, Rebecca had hoped something 
from the presence of a man of religion, who, she learned from Urfried, had 
penetrated into this godless castle. She watched the return of the supposed 
ecclesiastic, with the purpose of addressing him, and interesting him in favour of 
the prisoners; with what imperfect success the reader has been just acquainted. 


Thesaurus 
colloquy: (n) talk, conference, defective, unfinished, incomplete, unfriendliness, maliciousness, 
conversation, dialog, chat, dialogue, poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, thoughtlessness, sourness, severity, 
collocution, verbal intercourse, broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) disservice. 
meeting, parley, interview. perfect, whole, unblemished, prompt: (adj) agile, quick, nimble, 
crone: (n) beldam, beldame, hag, adequate, complete, sound, punctual, expeditious; (v) actuate, 
grandmother, old woman, crony, boundless, capable, flawless. incite, inspire, move, instigate; (adj, v) 
witch. kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, fleet. ANTONYMS: (adj) late, 
godless: (adj) impious, blasphemous, compassion, grace, good will, uncertain; (v) discourage, hinder, 
ungodly, profane, devoutless, graciousness, humanity, goodness, halt. 
unholy, atheistic, wicked, graceless, affection; (adj, n) courtesy, gentleness. religion: (n) piety, faith, creed, cult, 
irreligious, irreverent. ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, spite, sect, denomination, church, devotion, 


imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, nastiness, callousness, cruelty, paganism, persuasion, holiness. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 


Fond wretch! and what canst thou relate, 
But deeds of sorrow, shame, and sin? 

Thy deeds are proved--thou know'st thy fate; 
But come, thy tale! begin--begin. 

But I have griefs of other kind, 

Troubles and sorrows more severe; 

Give me to ease my tortured mind, 

Lend to my woes a patient ear; 

And let me, if I may not find 

A friend to help--find one to hear. 
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When Urfried had with clamours and menaces driven Rebecca back to the 
apartment from which she had sallied, she proceeded to conduct the unwilling 
Cedric into a small apartment, the door of which she heedfully secured. Then 
fetching from a cupboard a stoup of wine and two flagons, she placed them on 
the table, and said in a tone rather asserting a fact than asking a question, "Thou 
art Saxon, father--Deny it not," she continued, observing that Cedric hastened not 
to reply; "the sounds of my native language are sweet to mine ears, though 
seldom heard save from the tongues of the wretched and degraded serfs on 
whom the proud Normans impose the meanest drudgery of this dwelling. Thou 


deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities. 

drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, swink, 
slavery, travail, donkeywork, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: (adj) 
cramped. 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


Thesaurus 


unattractive, repulsive, ugly. 

heedfully: (adv) advertently, carefully, 
attentively, thoughtfully, warily, 
observantly, kindly, awarely, 
watchfully, cautiously, regardfully. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unwittingly. 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt. 

unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 


backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy. 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fine, strong, fortunate, overjoyed, 
nice, admirable, good, cheery, joyous, 
lucky, comfortable. 
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art a Saxon, father--a Saxon, and, save as thou art a servant of God, a freeman.-- 
Thine accents are sweet in mine ear." 


"Do not Saxon priests visit this castle, then?" replied Cedric; "it were, 
methinks, their duty to comfort the outcast and oppressed children of the soil." 


"They come not--or if they come, they better love to revel at the boards of 
their conquerors," answered Urfried, "than to hear the groans of their 
countrymen--so, at least, report speaks of them--of myself I can say little. This 
castle, for ten years, has opened to no priest save the debauched Norman 
chaplain who partook the nightly revels of Front-de-Boeuf, and he has been long 
gone to render an account of his stewardship.--But thou art a Saxon--a Saxon 
priest, and I have one question to ask of thee." 


"I am a Saxon," answered Cedric, "but unworthy, surely, of the name of priest. 
Let me begone on my way--I swear I will return, or send one of our fathers more 
worthy to hear your confession." 


"Stay yet a while," said Urfried; "the accents of the voice which thou hearest 
now will soon be choked with the cold earth, and I would not descend to it like 
the beast I have lived. But wine must give me strength to tell the horrors of my 
tale." She poured out a cup, and drank it with a frightful avidity, which seemed 
desirous of draining the last drop in the goblet. "It stupifies," she said, looking 
upwards as she finished her drought, "but it cannot cheer--Partake it, father, if 
you would hear my tale without sinking down upon the pavement." Cedric 
would have avoided pledging her in this ominous conviviality, but the sign 
which she made to him expressed impatience and despair. He complied with her 
request, and answered her challenge in a large wine-cup; she then proceeded 
with her story, as if appeased by his complaisance. 


"I was not born," she said, "father, the wretch that thou now seest me. I was 
free, was happy, was honoured, loved, and was beloved. I am now a slave, 
miserable and degraded--the sport of my masters’ passions while I had yet 
beauty--the object of their contempt, scorn, and hatred, since it has passed away. 
Dost thou wonder, father, that I should hate mankind, and, above all, the race 
that has wrought this change in me? Can the wrinkled decrepit hag before thee, 


Thesaurus 
begone: (int) shoo, scat, out, off, mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, robust, powerful, healthy, hearty, 
avaunt; (v) take off, get out, clear out; shyness, unfriendliness. sturdy. 
(adv) aside, absent. debauched: (adj) corrupt, fast, rakish, frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
complaisance: (adj, n) affability, dissipated, depraved, licentious, formidable, awful, fearsome, 
civility; (n) courtesy, deference, profligate, immoral, degenerate, appalling, gruesome, horrible, 


respect, compliancy, agreeableness, libertine, lewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
submission, amenity, politeness; (adj) upright, redeemed, purified, pure, ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 


gallantry. cleansed, chaste, clean, innocent. calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
conviviality: (n) merrymaking, decrepit: (adj) infirm, senile, feeble, fair. 

joviality, geniality, hospitality, effete, seedy, worn, dilapidated, pledging: (n) marriage. 

festivity, jollification, sociability, shabby, old, rickety, frail. wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 


revelry, celebration, friendliness, ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, strong, sound, worked up, formed. 
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whose wrath must vent itself in impotent curses, forget she was once the 
daughter of the noble Thane of Torquilstone, before whose frown a thousand 
vassals trembled?" 


"Thou the daughter of Torquil Wolfganger!" said Cedric, receding as he 
spoke; "thou--thou--the daughter of that noble Saxon, my father's friend and 
companion in arms!" 


"Thy father's friend!" echoed Urfried; "then Cedric called the Saxon stands 
before me, for the noble Hereward of Rotherwood had but one son, whose name 
is well known among his countrymen. But if thou art Cedric of Rotherwood, 
why this religious dress? --hast thou too despaired of saving thy country, and 
sought refuge from oppression in the shade of the convent?" 


"It matters not who I am," said Cedric; "proceed, unhappy woman, with thy 
tale of horror and guilt!--Guilt there must be--there is guilt even in thy living to 
tell it." 


"There is--there is," answered the wretched woman, "deep, black, damning 
guilt,--guilt, that lies like a load at my breast --guilt, that all the penitential fires 
of hereafter cannot cleanse.--Yes, in these halls, stained with the noble and pure 
blood of my father and my brethren--in these very halls, to have lived the 
paramour of their murderer, the slave at once and the partaker of his pleasures, 
was to render every breath which I drew of vital air, a crime and a curse." 


"Wretched woman!" exclaimed Cedric. "And while the friends of thy father-- 
while each true Saxon heart, as it breathed a requiem for his soul, and those of 
his valiant sons, forgot not in their prayers the murdered Ulrica--while all 
mourned and honoured the dead, thou hast lived to merit our hate and 
execration--lived to unite thyself with the vile tyrant who murdered thy nearest 
and dearest--who shed the blood of infancy, rather than a male of the noble 
house of Torquil Wolfganger should survive--with him hast thou lived to unite 
thyself, and in the hands of lawless love!" 


"In lawless hands, indeed, but not in those of love!" answered the hag; "love 
will sooner visit the regions of eternal doom, than those unhallowed vaults.--No, 
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damning: (n) curse, denunciation, favorite, odalisque; (adj) gallant, lamentation, plaint; (adj, n) coronach; 
malediction; (adj) incriminating, leman. (adj) nenia, deep death song. 
condemnatory, derogatory, partaker: (n) participant, sharer, unhallowed: (adj) ungodly, impious, 
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mistress, lover, beau, sweetheart, threnody, song, funeral song, love, composure, serenity. 
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with that at least I cannot reproach myself--hatred to Front-de-Boeuf and his race 
governed my soul most deeply, even in the hour of his guilty endearments." 


"You hated him, and yet you lived," replied Cedric; "wretch! was there no 
poniard--no knife--no bodkin!--Well was it for thee, since thou didst prize such 
an existence, that the secrets of a Norman castle are like those of the grave. For 
had I but dreamed of the daughter of Torquil living in foul communion with the 
murderer of her father, the sword of a true Saxon had found thee out even in the 
arms of thy paramour!" 


"Wouldst thou indeed have done this justice to the name of Torquil?" said 
Ulrica, for we may now lay aside her assumed name of Urfried; "thou art then 
the true Saxon report speaks thee! for even within these accursed walls, where, as 
thou well sayest, guilt shrouds itself in inscrutable mystery, even there has the 
name of Cedric been sounded--and I, wretched and degraded, have rejoiced to 
think that there yet breathed an avenger of our unhappy nation.--I also have had 
my hours of vengeance--I have fomented the quarrels of our foes, and heated 
drunken revelry into murderous broil--I have seen their blood flow--I have heard 
their dying groans!--Look on me, Cedric--are there not still left on this foul and 
faded face some traces of the features of Torquil?" 


"Ask me not of them, Ulrica," replied Cedric, in a tone of grief mixed with 
abhorrence; "these traces form such a resemblance as arises from the graves of 
the dead, when a fiend has animated the lifeless corpse." 


"Be it so," answered Ulrica; "yet wore these fiendish features the mask of a 
spirit of light when they were able to set at variance the elder Front-de-Boeuf and 
his son Reginald! The darkness of hell should hide what followed, but revenge 
must lift the veil, and darkly intimate what it would raise the dead to speak 
aloud. Long had the smouldering fire of discord glowed between the tyrant 
father and his savage son--long had I nursed, in secret, the unnatural hatred--it 
blazed forth in an hour of drunken wassail, and at his own board fell my 
oppressor by the hand of his own son--such are the secrets these vaults conceal! - 
-Rend asunder, ye accursed arches," she added, looking up towards the roof, 
"and bury in your fall all who are conscious of the hideous mystery!" 
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abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, difference, dissension, dissonance, uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
detestation, hatred, aversion, disgust, strife, split, contention. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent, 
execration, hate, loathing, revulsion, (n) agreement, harmony, unity, expressive, clear, straightforward. 
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avenger: (n) vindicator, revenger, satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, invective; (v) accuse, chide, condemn; 
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disagreement, variance, division, cryptic, cryptical, deep, enigmatic, smouldering: (adj) live, angry. 
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"And thou, creature of guilt and misery," said Cedric, "what became thy lot 
on the death of thy ravisher?" 


"Guess it, but ask it not.--Here--here I dwelt, till age, premature age, has 
stamped its ghastly features on my countenance --scorned and insulted where I 
was once obeyed, and compelled to bound the revenge which had once such 
ample scope, to the efforts of petty malice of a discontented menial, or the vain or 
unheeded curses of an impotent hag--condemned to hear from my lonely turret 
the sounds of revelry in which I once partook, or the shrieks and groans of new 
victims of oppression." 


"Ulrica," said Cedric, "with a heart which still, I fear, regrets the lost reward 
of thy crimes, as much as the deeds by which thou didst acquire that meed, how 
didst thou dare to address thee to one who wears this robe? Consider, unhappy 
woman, what could the sainted Edward himself do for thee, were he here in 
bodily presence? The royal Confessor was endowed by heaven with power to 
cleanse the ulcers of the body, but only God himself can cure the leprosy of the 
soul." 


"Yet, turn not from me, stern prophet of wrath," she exclaimed, "but tell me, if 
thou canst, in what shall terminate these new and awful feelings that burst on 
my solitude-Why do deeds, long since done, rise before me in new and 
irresistible horrors? What fate is prepared beyond the grave for her, to whom 
God has assigned on earth a lot of such unspeakable wretchedness? Better had I 
turn to Woden, Hertha, and Zernebock--to Mista, and to Skogula, the gods of our 
yet unbaptized ancestors, than endure the dreadful anticipations which have of 
late haunted my waking and my sleeping hours!" 

"I am no priest," said Cedric, turning with disgust from this miserable picture 
of guilt, wretchedness, and despair; "I am no priest, though I wear a priest's 
garment." 

"Priest or layman," answered Ulrica, "thou art the first I have seen for twenty 


years, by whom God was feared or man regarded; and dost thou bid me 
despair?" 


Thesaurus 


cleanse: (adj, v) clean; (v) bathe, wash, 
clarify, wipe, scour, scrub, clear, 
rinse, disinfect, refine. ANTONYMS: 
(v) dirty, soil, stain, spot, pollute, 
mess, defile, cloud. 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 


felicitous, competent, blessed, artistic, 


brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied. 

leprosy: (adj) gangrene, corruption, 
sphacelus, mortification; (n) measles, 
meselry, lepry, eruption, infectious 


disease, lepra, Lepre. 


regrets: (n) regret, declination, RSVP 


regrets only, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, celestial latitude, 
excuse, Dec. 


sainted: (adj) saintlike, holy, beatific, 


angelical, angelic, sacred, cherubic, 
good. 


disregarded, ignored; (v) unthought 
of, unseen, unperceived, unobserved, 
unnoted, unmarked, unmissed. 


unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) awakening, 
wakefulness, consciousness. 


unheeded: (adj) unnoticed, neglected, wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 


distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune. 
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"I bid thee repent," said Cedric. "Seek to prayer and penance, and mayest 
thou find acceptance! But I cannot, I will not, longer abide with thee." 


"Stay yet a moment!" said Ulrica; "leave me not now, son of my father's friend, 
lest the demon who has governed my life should tempt me to avenge myself of 
thy hard-hearted scorn--Thinkest thou, if Front-de-Boeuf found Cedric the Saxon 
in his castle, in such a disguise, that thy life would be a long one?--Already his 
eye has been upon thee like a falcon on his prey." 


"And be it so," said Cedric; "and let him tear me with beak and talons, ere my 
tongue say one word which my heart doth not warrant. I will die a Saxon--true 
in word, open in deed--I bid thee avaunt!--touch me not, stay me not!--The sight 
of Front-de-Boeuf himself is less odious to me than thou, degraded and 
degenerate as thou art." 


"Be it so," said Ulrica, no longer interrupting him; "go thy way, and forget, in 
the insolence of thy superority, that the wretch before thee is the daughter of thy 
father's friend.--Go thy way --if I am separated from mankind by my sufferings-- 
separated from those whose aid I might most justly expect--not less will I be 
separated from them in my revenge!--No man shall aid me, but the ears of all 
men shall tingle to hear of the deed which I shall dare to do!--Farewell!--thy 
scorn has burst the last tie which seemed yet to unite me to my kind--a thought 
that my woes might claim the compassion of my people." 


"Ulrica," said Cedric, softened by this appeal, "hast thou borne up and 
endured to live through so much guilt and so much misery, and wilt thou now 
yield to despair when thine eyes are opened to thy crimes, and when repentance 
were thy fitter occupation?" 


"Cedric," answered Ulrica, "thou little knowest the human heart. To act as I 
have acted, to think as I have thought, requires the maddening love of pleasure, 
mingled with the keen appetite of revenge, the proud consciousness of power; 
droughts too intoxicating for the human heart to bear, and yet retain the power 
to prevent. Their force has long passed away--Age has no pleasures, wrinkles 
have no influence, revenge itself dies away in impotent curses. Then comes 
remorse, with all its vipers, mixed with vain regrets for the past, and despair for 


Thesaurus 
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the future! --Then, when all other strong impulses have ceased, we become like 
the fiends in hell, who may feel remorse, but never repentance.--But thy words 
have awakened a new soul within me --Well hast thou said, all is possible for 
those who dare to die!--Thou hast shown me the means of revenge, and be 
assured I will embrace them. It has hitherto shared this wasted bosom with 
other and with rival passions--henceforward it shall possess me wholly, and thou 
thyself shalt say, that, whatever was the life of Ulrica, her death well became the 
daughter of the noble Torquil. There is a force without beleaguering this 
accursed castle--hasten to lead them to the attack, and when thou shalt see a red 
flag wave from the turret on the eastern angle of the donjon, press the Normans 
hard--they will then have enough to do within, and you may win the wall in 
spite both of bow and mangonel.--Begone, I pray thee--follow thine own fate, 
and leave me to mine." 


Cedric would have enquired farther into the purpose which she thus darkly 
announced, but the stern voice of Front-de-Boeuf was heard, exclaiming, "Where 
tarries this loitering priest? By the scallop-shell of Compostella, I will make a 
martyr of him, if he loiters here to hatch treason among my domestics!" 


"What a true prophet," said Ulrica, "is an evil conscience! But heed him not-- 
out and to thy people--Cry your Saxon onslaught, and let them sing their war- 
song of Rollo, if they will; vengeance shall bear a burden to it." 


As she thus spoke, she vanished through a private door, and Reginald Front- 
de-Boeuf entered the apartment. Cedric, with some difficulty, compelled himself 
to make obeisance to the haughty Baron, who returned his courtesy with a slight 
inclination of the head. 


"Thy penitents, father, have made a long shrift--it is the better for them, since 
it is the last they shall ever make. Hast thou prepared them for death?" 

"I found them," said Cedric, in such French as he could command, "expecting 
the worst, from the moment they knew into whose power they had fallen." 

"How now, Sir Friar," replied Front-de-Boeuf, "thy speech, methinks, smacks 
of a Saxon tongue?" 


Thesaurus 
announced: (adj) proclaimed, lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious, hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; (adj, 
declared. grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
beleaguering: (n) military blockade, (adj) modest, meek, subservient, ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
Syracuse, besieging, Corregidor, unassuming, considerate, deferential. approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
Lucknow, Orleans, Atlanta. inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, flexible. 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. treason: (n) treachery, perfidy, high 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination, treason, sabotage, lese majesty, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: reluctance, aversion, indifference, traitorousness, subversiveness, 
(adv) openly. unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, duplicity; (adj, n) disloyalty, sedition, 
haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, horror. prodition. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 


assuming, contemptuous, proud, stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, faithfulness, fidelity. 


316 Ivanhoe 


"I was bred in the convent of St Withold of Burton," answered Cedric. 


"Ay?" said the Baron; "it had been better for thee to have been a Norman, and 
better for my purpose too; but need has no choice of messengers. That St 
Withold's of Burton is a howlet's nest worth the harrying. The day will soon 
come that the frock shall protect the Saxon as little as the mail-coat." 


"God's will be done," said Cedric, in a voice tremulous with passion, which 
Front-de-Boeuf imputed to fear. 


"I see," said he, "thou dreamest already that our men-at-arms are in thy 
refectory and thy ale-vaults. But do me one cast of thy holy office, and, come 
what list of others, thou shalt sleep as safe in thy cell as a snail within his shell of 
proof." 


"Speak your commands," said Cedric, with suppressed emotion. 


"Follow me through this passage, then, that I may dismiss thee by the 
postern." 


And as he strode on his way before the supposed friar, Front-de-Boeuf thus 
schooled him in the part which he desired he should act. 


"Thou seest, Sir Friar, yon herd of Saxon swine, who have dared to environ 
this castle of Torquilstone--Tell them whatever thou hast a mind of the weakness 
of this fortalice, or aught else that can detain them before it for twenty-four hours. 
Meantime bear thou this scroll--But soft--canst read, Sir Priest?" 


"Not a jot I," answered Cedric, "save on my breviary; and then I know the 
characters, because I have the holy service by heart, praised be Our Lady and St 
Withold!" 


"The fitter messenger for my purpose.--Carry thou this scroll to the castle of 
Philip de Malvoisin; say it cometh from me, and is written by the Templar Brian 
de Bois-Guilbert, and that I pray him to send it to York with all the speed man 
and horse can make. Meanwhile, tell him to doubt nothing, he shall find us 
whole and sound behind our battlement--Shame on it, that we should be 
compelled to hide thus by a pack of runagates, who are wont to fly even at the 
flash of our pennons and the tramp of our horses! I say to thee, priest, contrive 
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breviary: (n) epitome, portass, praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, untold; (n) subordinate. 

portuary, condensation, synopsis. renowned. ANTONYMS: (adj) publicized, overt. 
desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, refectory: (n) restaurant, dining room, tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
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environ: (adv, v) encompass, surround, pull together; (n) conch, hodmandod, resident. 
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beleaguer. suppressed: (adj) stifled, smothered, quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
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hounding, harassment. buried, hidden, pent-up, latent, (adj) stable, confident, steady. 
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some cast of thine art to keep the knaves where they are, until our friends bring 
up their lances. My vengeance is awake, and she is a falcon that slumbers not till 
she has been gorged." 


"By my patron saint," said Cedric, with deeper energy than became his 
character, "and by every saint who has lived and died in England, your 
commands shall be obeyed! Not a Saxon shall stir from before these walls, if I 
have art and influence to detain them there." 


"Ha!" said Front-de-Boeuf, "thou changest thy tone, Sir Priest, and speakest 
brief and bold, as if thy heart were in the slaughter of the Saxon herd; and yet 
thou art thyself of kindred to the swine?" 


Cedric was no ready practiser of the art of dissimulation, and would at this 
moment have been much the better of a hint from Wamba's more fertile brain. 
But necessity, according to the ancient proverb, sharpens invention, and he 
muttered something under his cowl concerning the men in question being 
excommunicated outlaws both to church and to kingdom. 


"Despardieux'," answered Front-de-Boeuf, "thou hast spoken the very truth-- 
I forgot that the knaves can strip a fat abbot, as well as if they had been born 
south of yonder salt channel. Was it not he of St Ives whom they tied to an oak- 
tree, and compelled to sing a mass while they were rifling his mails and his 
wallets? --No, by our Lady--that jest was played by Gualtier of Middleton, one of 
our own companions-at-arms. But they were Saxons who robbed the chapel at 
St Bees of cup, candlestick and chalice, were they not?" 


"They were godless men," answered Cedric. 


"Ay, and they drank out all the good wine and ale that lay in store for many a 
secret carousal, when ye pretend ye are but busied with vigils and primes!-- 
Priest, thou art bound to revenge such sacrilege." 


"I am indeed bound to vengeance," murmured Cedric; "Saint Withold knows 
my heart." 
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Front-de-Boeuf, in the meanwhile, led the way to a postern, where, passing 
the moat on a single plank, they reached a small barbican, or exterior defence, 
which communicated with the open field by a well-fortified sallyport. 


"Begone, then; and if thou wilt do mine errand, and if thou return hither 
when it is done, thou shalt see Saxon flesh cheap as ever was hog's in the 
shambles of Sheffield. And, hark thee, thou seemest to be a jolly confessor-- 
come hither after the onslaught, and thou shalt have as much Malvoisie as would 
drench thy whole convent." 


"Assuredly we shall meet again," answered Cedric. 


"Something in hand the whilst," continued the Norman; and, as they parted 
at the postern door, he thrust into Cedric's reluctant hand a gold byzant, adding, 
"Remember, I will fly off both cowl and skin, if thou failest in thy purpose." 


"And full leave will I give thee to do both," answered Cedric, leaving the 
postern, and striding forth over the free field with a joyful step, "if, when we 
meet next, I deserve not better at thine hand."--Turning then back towards the 
castle, he threw the piece of gold towards the donor, exclaiming at the same time, 
"False Norman, thy money perish with thee!" 


Front-de-Boeuf heard the words imperfectly, but the action was suspicious-- 
"Archers," he called to the warders on the outward battlements, "send me an 
arrow through yon monk's frock!--yet stay," he said, as his retainers were 
bending their bows, "it avails not--we must thus far trust him since we have no 
better shift. I think he dares not betray me--at the worst I can but treat with these 
Saxon dogs whom I have safe in kennel.--Ho! Giles jailor, let them bring Cedric 
of Rotherwood before me, and the other churl, his companion--him I mean of 
Coningsburgh --Athelstane there, or what call they him? Their very names are 
an encumbrance to a Norman knight's mouth, and have, as it were, a flavour of 
bacon--Give me a stoup of wine, as jolly Prince John said, that I may wash away 
the relish--place it in the armoury, and thither lead the prisoners." 


His commands were obeyed; and, upon entering that Gothic apartment, hung 
with many spoils won by his own valour and that of his father, he found a flagon 
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adding: (n) addition, calculation, 
reckoning. 


armoury: (n) arsenal, resourcefulness, 


foundry, imagination, metalworks, 
resource, inventory, armament. 

avails: (n) Vail. 

byzant: (n) bezant, be-zant, coin, 
solidus. 

donor: (1) giver, presenter, 
philanthropist, donator, subscriber, 
benefactor, altruist, almsgiver, 
abnegator, helper; (v) feoffer. 


ANTONYM: (n) recipient. 

drench: (adj, v) soak, douse, steep, 
immerse, splash, wash; (v) deluge, 
swamp, dip, drown, souse. 
ANTONYM: (v) dehydrate. 

encumbrance: (n) check, hindrance, 
load, burden, barrier, impediment, 
tie, obstacle, imposition, charge, 
onus. 

exterior: (adj, n) outside, surface, 
outward; (n) appearance, skin, front; 
(adj) external, superficial, outlying, 


outer, outdoor. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
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intrinsic, middle, deep. 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
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mess, butchery, abattoir, chaos, 
muddle, bedlam, hash, tangle; (n, v) 
slaughterhouse. ANTONYM: (n) 
order. 
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of wine on the massive oaken table, and the two Saxon captives under the guard 
of four of his dependants. Front-de-Boeuf took a long drought of wine, and then 
addressed his prisoners;--for the manner in which Wamba drew the cap over his 
face, the change of dress, the gloomy and broken light, and the Baron's imperfect 
acquaintance with the features of Cedric, (who avoided his Norman neighbours, 
and seldom stirred beyond his own domains,) prevented him from discovering 
that the most important of his captives had made his escape. 


"Gallants of England," said Front-de-Boeuf, "how relish ye your 
entertainment at Torquilstone?--Are ye yet aware what your 'surquedy' and 
‘outrecuidance' merit, for scoffing at the entertainment of a prince of the House 
of Anjou?--Have ye forgotten how ye requited the unmerited hospitality of the 
royal John? By God and St Dennis, an ye pay not the richer ransom, I will hang 
ye up by the feet from the iron bars of these windows, till the kites and hooded 
crows have made skeletons of you!--Speak out, ye Saxon dogs--what bid ye for 
your worthless lives?--How say you, you of Rotherwood?" 


"Not a doit I," answered poor Wamba--"and for hanging up by the feet, my 
brain has been topsy-turvy, they say, ever since the biggin was bound first round 
my head; so turning me upside down may peradventure restore it again." 


"Saint Genevieve!" said Front-de-Boeuf, "what have we got here?" 
And with the back of his hand he struck Cedric's cap from the head of the 


Jester, and throwing open his collar, discovered the fatal badge of servitude, the 
silver collar round his neck. 


"Giles--Clement--dogs and varlets!" exclaimed the furious Norman, "what 
have you brought me here?" 


"I think I can tell you," said De Bracy, who just entered the apartment. "This 
is Cedric's clown, who fought so manful a skirmish with Isaac of York about a 
question of precedence." 


"I shall settle it for them both," replied Front-de-Boeuf; "they shall hang on 


the same gallows, unless his master and this boar of Coningsburgh will pay well 
for their lives. Their wealth is the least they can surrender; they must also carry 


Thesaurus 
doit: (adj) brass farthing, bulrush, felicitously; (n) chance; (conj) if. upside down, inverted; (adj, adv) 
pinch of snuff, peppercorn, old son, scoffing: (n) scoff, mockery, jeer, upended, inside-out, jumbled; (adv) 
jot, feather; (n) mite, stiver, penny, derision, sibilation, gibe; (adj) helter-skelter. 
groat. mocking, derisive, cynical, scoptical, unmerited: (adj) unjust, unearned, 
kites: (n) harriers, hawks. jesting. unworthy, excessive, immerited, 
manful: (adj) manly, fearless, doughty, servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, unwarranted, unfair, undue, 
brave, courageous, masculine, enslavement, captivity, slavery, yoke, inequitable, gratuitous, iniquitous. 
gallant, intrepid, hardy, manlike, vassalage, thrall, easement, serfhood, ANTONYMS: (adj) merited, fair, just, 
virile. dependency. ANTONYM: (n) rightful. 
peradventure: (adv) perchance, freedom. upside: (n) crest, crown, poll, top side, 
perhaps, possibly, mayhap, by topsy-turvy: (adj) confused, upside- upper side, pate, round top, acme, 


chance, haply, fortunately, gracefully, down, deranged, disorderly, chaotic, summit, superlative, teetotum. 
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off with them the swarms that are besetting the castle, subscribe a surrender of 
their pretended immunities, and live under us as serfs and vassals; too happy if, 
in the new world that is about to begin, we leave them the breath of their 
nostrils.--Go," said he to two of his attendants, "fetch me the right Cedric hither, 
and I pardon your error for once; the rather that you but mistook a fool for a 
Saxon franklin." 


"Ay, but," said Wamba, "your chivalrous excellency will find there are more 
fools than franklins among us." 


"What means the knave?" said Front-de-Boeuf, looking towards his followers, 
who, lingering and loath, faltered forth their belief, that if this were not Cedric 
who was there in presence, they knew not what was become of him. 


"Saints of Heaven!" exclaimed De Bracy, "he must have escaped in the monk's 
garments!" 


"Fiends of hell!" echoed Front-de-Boeuf, "it was then the boar of Rotherwood 
whom I ushered to the postern, and dismissed with my own hands!--And thou," 
he said to Wamba, "whose folly could overreach the wisdom of idiots yet more 
gross than thyself--I will give thee holy orders--I will shave thy crown for thee! -- 
Here, let them tear the scalp from his head, and then pitch him headlong from 
the battlements--Thy trade is to jest, canst thou jest now?" 


"You deal with me better than your word, noble knight," whimpered forth 
poor Wamba, whose habits of buffoonery were not to be overcome even by the 
immediate prospect of death; "if you give me the red cap you propose, out of a 
simple monk you will make a cardinal." 

"The poor wretch," said De Bracy, "is resolved to die in his vocation.--Front- 
de-Boeuf, you shall not slay him. Give him to me to make sport for my Free 
Companions.--How sayst thou, knave? Wilt thou take heart of grace, and go to 
the wars with me?" 

"Ay, with my master's leave," said Wamba; "for, look you, I must not slip 
collar" (and he touched that which he wore) "without his permission." 


"Oh, a Norman saw will soon cut a Saxon collar." said De Bracy. 


Thesaurus 
besetting: (adj) rife, prevalent, ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, fearful, shear, lop. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prevailing, urgent, epidemic, brutish, afraid, dishonorable, augment, expand, lengthen. 
compulsive; (v) fixed, hackneyed, cowardly, barbaric, boorish. slay: (n, v) murder, assassinate; (v) 
ingrafted, inveterate, permanent. excellency: (n) highness, merit, dispatch, execute, slaughter, destroy, 
buffoonery: (n) farce, harlequinade, majesty, mightiness, virtue, splendor, massacre, put to death, remove, 
fooling, joke, prank, clowning, superiority, worship, grace, chastity, finish, butcher. 
foolery, indulgence, folly, fun, glory. subscribe: (v) confirm, sign, 
humor. overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo, contribute, ratify, subscribe to, 
chivalrous: (adj) gallant, brave, outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, underwrite, agree, buy, donate, 
knightly, courteous, courageous, dupe, overpass, mislead. endorse, accept. 


gentlemanly, sublime, magnanimous, shave: (v) scrape, reduce, pare, cut, 
polite, thoughtful, considerate. brush, chip, whittle, crop; (adj, v) clip, 
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"Ay, noble sir," said Wamba, "and thence goes the proverb-- 


'Norman saw on English oak, On English neck a Norman yoke; Norman 
spoon in English dish, And England ruled as Normans wish; Blithe world to 
England never will be more, Till England's rid of all the four." 


"Thou dost well, De Bracy," said Front-de-Boeuf, "to stand there listening to a 
fool's jargon, when destruction is gaping for us! Seest thou not we are 
overreached, and that our proposed mode of communicating with our friends 
without has been disconcerted by this same motley gentleman thou art so fond 
to brother? What views have we to expect but instant storm?" 


"To the battlements then," said De Bracy; "when didst thou ever see me the 
graver for the thoughts of battle? Call the Templar yonder, and let him fight but 
half so well for his life as he has done for his Order--Make thou to the walls 
thyself with thy huge body--Let me do my poor endeavour in my own way, and 
I tell thee the Saxon outlaws may as well attempt to scale the clouds, as the castle 
of Torquilstone; or, if you will treat with the banditti, why not employ the 
mediation of this worthy franklin, who seems in such deep contemplation of the 
wine-flagon?--Here, Saxon," he continued, addressing Athelstane, and handing 
the cup to him, "rinse thy throat with that noble liquor, and rouse up thy soul to 
say what thou wilt do for thy liberty." 


"What a man of mould may," answered Athelstane, "providing it be what a 
man of manhood ought.--Dismiss me free, with my companions, and I will pay a 
ransom of a thousand marks." 


"And wilt moreover assure us the retreat of that scum of mankind who are 
swarming around the castle, contrary to God's peace and the king's?" said Front- 
de-Boeuf. 


"In so far as I can," answered Athelstane, "I will withdraw them; and I fear 
not but that my father Cedric will do his best to assist me." 


"We are agreed then," said Front-de-Boeuf--"thou and they are to be set at 
freedom, and peace is to be on both sides, for payment of a thousand marks. It is 
a trifling ransom, Saxon, and thou wilt owe gratitude to the moderation which 


Thesaurus 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, smoke, open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: abstemiousness, moderateness, 
vapors. (adj) cramped, narrow. abatement, measure, alleviation, 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, sobriety, patience, restraint, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool. soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, mediation: (n) arbitration, intemperance, overindulgence, 
worried, ashamed, discombobulated, intervention, intercession, agency, excess, increase, immoderation, 
bemused. ANTONYMS: (adj) intermediation, propitiation, strength, extremism, indulgence, 
composed, soothed, unabashed, interposition, negotiation, atonement, impatience, harshness, abandon. 
relaxed. mediate, bring together to an yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) pair, 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, agreement. ANTONYM: (n) tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, join, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, provocation. bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 


wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide moderation: (n) abstinence, ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin. 
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accepts of it in exchange of your persons. But mark, this extends not to the Jew 
Isaac." 


"Nor to the Jew Isaac's daughter," said the Templar, who had now joined 
them. 


"Neither," said Front-de-Boeuf, "belong to this Saxon's company." 


"I were unworthy to be called Christian, if they did," replied Athelstane: "deal 
with the unbelievers as ye list." 


"Neither does the ransom include the Lady Rowena," said De Bracy. "It shall 
never be said I was scared out of a fair prize without striking a blow for it." 


"Neither," said Front-de-Boeuf, "does our treaty refer to this wretched Jester, 
whom I retain, that I may make him an example to every knave who turns jest 
into earnest." 


"The Lady Rowena," answered Athelstane, with the most steady countenance, 
"is my affianced bride. I will be drawn by wild horses before I consent to part 
with her. The slave Wamba has this day saved the life of my father Cedric--I will 
lose mine ere a hair of his head be injured." 


"Thy affianced bride?--The Lady Rowena the affianced bride of a vassal like 
thee?" said De Bracy; "Saxon, thou dreamest that the days of thy seven kingdoms 
are returned again. I tell thee, the Princes of the House of Anjou confer not their 
wards on men of such lineage as thine." 


"My lineage, proud Norman," replied Athelstane, "is drawn from a source 
more pure and ancient than that of a beggarly Frenchman, whose living is won 
by selling the blood of the thieves whom he assembles under his paltry standard. 
Kings were my ancestors, strong in war and wise in council, who every day 
feasted in their hall more hundreds than thou canst number individual 
followers; whose names have been sung by minstrels, and their laws recorded 
by Wittenagemotes; whose bones were interred amid the prayers of saints, and 
over whose tombs minsters have been builded." 


"Thou hast it, De Bracy," said Front-de-Boeuf, well pleased with the rebuff 
which his companion had received; "the Saxon hath hit thee fairly." 


Thesaurus 

affianced: (adj, v) betrothed; (adj) bridegroom, groom. ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
intended, busy, occupied, trothplight, followers: (n) adherents, people, approval, agreement; (v) welcome, 
pledged, contract, committed, entourage, claque, faithful, disciples, | acknowledge, agree. 
attached; (v) bound; (n) fiance. supporters, multitude, attendants, scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, fearful, 

ancestors: (n) family, ancestor, lineage, support, suite. anxious, nervous, timid, intimidated, 
pedigree, parents, majority, interred: (adj) buried, inhumed, terrified, horrified, panicky; (adj, adv) 
intimates, genealogy, family tree, hidden. ANTONYM: (adj) unburied. cowardly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
associates, relatives. persons: (n) folk, public, society, confident, fearless, brave. 

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint world. sung: (v) sing; (n) call, sung dynasty, 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, rebuff: (n, v) snub, check, cut; (v) strain, song dynasty, song, birdsong, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, reject, ignore, decline, repel; (n) birdcall; (adj) spoken, outspoken, 


wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, defeat, rebuke, rejection. choral. 
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"As fairly as a captive can strike," said De Bracy, with apparent carelessness; 
"for he whose hands are tied should have his tongue at freedom.--But thy 
glibness of reply, comrade," rejoined he, speaking to Athelstane, "will not win 
the freedom of the Lady Rowena." 


To this Athelstane, who had already made a longer speech than was his 
custom to do on any topic, however interesting, returned no answer. The 
conversation was interrupted by the arrival of a menial, who announced that a 
monk demanded admittance at the postern gate. 


"In the name of Saint Bennet, the prince of these bull-beggars," said Front-de- 
Boeuf, "have we a real monk this time, or another impostor? Search him, slaves-- 
for an ye suffer a second impostor to be palmed upon you, I will have your eyes 
torn out, and hot coals put into the sockets." 


"Let me endure the extremity of your anger, my lord," said Giles, "if this be 
not a real shaveling. Your squire Jocelyn knows him well, and will vouch him to 
be brother Ambrose, a monk in attendance upon the Prior of Jorvaulx." 


"Admit him," said Front-de-Boeuf; "most likely he brings us news from his 
jovial master. Surely the devil keeps holiday, and the priests are relieved from 
duty, that they are strolling thus wildly through the country. Remove these 
prisoners; and, Saxon, think on what thou hast heard." 


"I claim," said Athelstane, "an honourable imprisonment, with due care of my 
board and of my couch, as becomes my rank, and as is due to one who is in 
treaty for ransom. Moreover, I hold him that deems himself the best of you, 
bound to answer to me with his body for this aggression on my freedom. This 
defiance hath already been sent to thee by thy sewer; thou underliest it, and art 
bound to answer me--There lies my glove." 


"I answer not the challenge of my prisoner," said Front-de-Boeuf; "nor shalt 
thou, Maurice de Bracy.--Giles," he continued, "hang the franklin's glove upon 
the tine of yonder branched antlers: there shall it remain until he is a free man. 
Should he then presume to demand it, or to affirm he was unlawfully made my 
prisoner, by the belt of Saint Christopher, he will speak to one who hath never 


Thesaurus 


affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress. 

branched: (adj) bifurcate, branching, 
ramous, ramose, divided, biramous, 
branchy, prongy, bearing branches, 
split, pronged. 

coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers. 

glibness: (n) superficiality, ease, 
smoothness, facility, hypocrisy, 


slickness, confidence. ANTONYM: 
(n) hesitancy. 

glove: (n) boxing glove, gloves, mitt, 
mitten, baseball mitt, baseball glove, 
handwear, wristband, sleeve, 
mittens, batting glove. 

impostor: (n) fraud, cheat, hypocrite, 
fake, imposter, sham, charlatan, 
deceiver, faker, cheater, pretender. 

tine: (adj) bear grass, yucca; (n) tyne, 
spike, spine, anxiety, prong. 

unlawfully: (adv) illegitimately, 


illicitly, lawlessly, dishonestly, 
wrongfully, forbiddenly, criminally, 
irregularly, crookedly, improperly, 
immorally. ANTONYMS: (adv) fairly, 
legitimately, honestly, lawfully, 
rightly. 

vouch: (v) guarantee, secure, promise, 
certify, attest, pledge, swear, testify, 
protest, confirm, affirm. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, disavow, 
refute. 
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refused to meet a foe on foot or on horseback, alone or with his vassals at his 
back!" 


The Saxon prisoners were accordingly removed, just as they introduced the 
monk Ambrose, who appeared to be in great perturbation. 


"This is the real 'Deus vobiscum'," said Wamba, as he passed the reverend 
brother; "the others were but counterfeits." 


"Holy Mother," said the monk, as he addressed the assembled knights, "I am 
at last safe and in Christian keeping!" 


"Safe thou art," replied De Bracy; "and for Christianity, here is the stout Baron 
Reginald Front-de-Boeuf, whose utter abomination is a Jew; and the good Knight 
Templar, Brian de Bois-Guilbert, whose trade is to slay Saracens--If these are not 
good marks of Christianity, I know no other which they bear about them." 


"Ye are friends and allies of our reverend father in God, Aymer, Prior of 
Jorvaulx," said the monk, without noticing the tone of De Bracy's reply; "ye owe 
him aid both by knightly faith and holy charity; for what saith the blessed Saint 
Augustin, in his treatise 'De Civitate Dei'--" 


"What saith the devil!" interrupted Front-de-Boeuf; "or rather what dost thou 
say, Sir Priest? We have little time to hear texts from the holy fathers." 


"Sancta Maria!" ejaculated Father Ambrose, "how prompt to ire are these 
unhallowed laymen!--But be it known to you, brave knights, that certain 
murderous caitiffs, casting behind them fear of God, and reverence of his church, 
and not regarding the bull of the holy see, 'Si quis, suadende Diabolo'--" 

"Brother priest," said the Templar, "all this we know or guess at --tell us 
plainly, is thy master, the Prior, made prisoner, and to whom?" 

"Surely," said Ambrose, "he is in the hands of the men of Belial, infesters of 
these woods, and contemners of the holy text, "Touch not mine anointed, and do 
my prophets naught of evil." 

"Here is a new argument for our swords, sirs," said Front-de-Boeuf, turning 
to his companions; "and so, instead of reaching us any assistance, the Prior of 


Thesaurus 
anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, naught: (n) cipher, nothing, null, ambiguously, covertly. 
greasy; (v) anoint. aught, nix, nought, zip, cypher, nada; reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, (adj, n, pron) nil; (n, pron) zilch. worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj) deference, adoration, admiration, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. conscious. awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, disparagement, contempt; (v) 
unhappy, unholy, secular. patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, adv) dishonor. 
murderous: (adj) cutthroat, homicidal, frankly, honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) treatise: (n) tract, thesis, essay, 
gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, brutal, imperceptibly, vaguely, obscurely, discourse, paper, article, monograph, 
fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, killing. figuratively, unclearly, politely, piece, pamphlet, review, book. 


ANTONYM: (adj) easy. incoherently, implicitly, finely, 
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Jorvaulx requests aid at our hands? a man is well helped of these lazy churchmen 
when he hath most to do!--But speak out, priest, and say at once, what doth thy 
master expect from us?" 


"So please you," said Ambrose, "violent hands having been imposed on my 
reverend superior, contrary to the holy ordinance which I did already quote, and 
the men of Belial having rifled his mails and budgets, and stripped him of two 
hundred marks of pure refined gold, they do yet demand of him a large sum 
beside, ere they will suffer him to depart from their uncircumcised hands. 
Wherefore the reverend father in God prays you, as his dear friends, to rescue 
him, either by paying down the ransom at which they hold him, or by force of 
arms, at your best discretion." 


"The foul fiend quell the Prior!" said Front-de-Boeuf; "his morning's drought 
has been a deep one. When did thy master hear of a Norman baron unbuckling 
his purse to relieve a churchman, whose bags are ten times as weighty as ours?-- 
And how can we do aught by valour to free him, that are cooped up here by ten 
times our number, and expect an assault every moment?" 


"And that was what I was about to tell you," said the monk, "had your 
hastiness allowed me time. But, God help me, I am old, and these foul 
onslaughts distract an aged man's brain. Nevertheless, it is of verity that they 
assemble a camp, and raise a bank against the walls of this castle." 


"To the battlements!" cried De Bracy, "and let us mark what these knaves do 
without;" and so saying, he opened a latticed window which led to a sort of 
bartisan or projecting balcony, and immediately called from thence to those in 
the apartment --"Saint Dennis, but the old monk hath brought true tidings! -- 
They bring forward mantelets and pavisses, and the archers muster on the skirts 
of the wood like a dark cloud before a hailstorm." 


Reginald Front-de-Boeuf also looked out upon the field, and immediately 


snatched his bugle; and, after winding a long and loud blast, commanded his 
men to their posts on the walls. 


Thesaurus 
contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, ANTONYMS: (v) center, explain, (v) demobilize. 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, concentrate, clarify. ordinance: (n) command, edict, order, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, hastiness: (n) rashness, rush, law, act, observance, regulation, 
disobedient, alien, different, precipitance, precipitancy, hurry, institution, institute, enactment, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, indiscretion, temerity, abruptness, ceremony. 
harmonious, helpful, obliging, swiftness, suddenness, impetuosity. snatched: (adj) hasty, speedy, brief, 
compatible, complaisant, concordant, ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, hurried, quick, rapid, short, sudden, 
parallel, agreeable, cooperative, carefulness, deliberation. swift. ANTONYM: (adj) slow. 
favorable. muster: (v) assemble, gather, verity: (n) reality, veracity, actuality, 
distract: (adj, v) confuse, bewilder; (v) congregate, collect, convene, rally, fact, accuracy, troth, fidelity, 
disorder, ail, disturb, deflect, craze, marshal, accumulate; (n) levy, faithfulness, belief, true statement, 


disquiet, molest, annoy, agitate. gathering; (n, v) draft. ANTONYM: betrothal. ANTONYM: (n) falsity. 
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"De Bracy, look to the eastern side, where the walls are lowest --Noble Bois- 
Guilbert, thy trade hath well taught thee how to attack and defend, look thou to 
the western side--I myself will take post at the barbican. Yet, do not confine your 
exertions to any one spot, noble friends!--we must this day be everywhere, and 
multiply ourselves, were it possible, so as to carry by our presence succour and 
relief wherever the attack is hottest. Our numbers are few, but activity and 
courage may supply that defect, since we have only to do with rascal clowns." 


"But, noble knights," exclaimed Father Ambrose, amidst the bustle and 
confusion occasioned by the preparations for defence, "will none of ye hear the 
message of the reverend father in God Aymer, Prior of Jorvaulx?--I beseech thee 
to hear me, noble Sir Reginald!" 


"Go patter thy petitions to heaven," said the fierce Norman, "for we on earth 
have no time to listen to them.--Ho! there, Anselm I see that seething pitch and 
oil are ready to pour on the heads of these audacious traitors--Look that the 
cross-bowmen lack not bolts. Fling abroad my banner with the old bull's head-- 
the knaves shall soon find with whom they have to do this day!" 


"But, noble sir," continued the monk, persevering in his endeavours to draw 
attention, "consider my vow of obedience, and let me discharge myself of my 


Superior's errand." 


"Away with this prating dotard," said Front-de Boeuf, "lock him up in the 
chapel, to tell his beads till the broil be over. It will be a new thing to the saints 
in Torquilstone to hear aves and paters; they have not been so honoured, I trow, 
since they were cut out of stone." 


"Blaspheme not the holy saints, Sir Reginald," said De Bracy, "we shall have 


need of their aid to-day before yon rascal rout disband." 


"I expect little aid from their hand," said Front-de-Boeuf, "unless we were to 
hurl them from the battlements on the heads of the villains. There is a huge 
lumbering Saint Christopher yonder, sufficient to bear a whole company to the 


earth." 


banner: (n) flag, title, ensign, emblem, 
bunting, headline, streamer, pennon, 
pennant, colors, insignia. 

beads: (n) pearls, chaplet, censer, pax, 
patera, host, cross, pyx, reliquary, 
rood, thurible. 

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect. 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 


Thesaurus 


gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty. 


patter: (v) clatter, rumble, roll, rattle, 


drum, scuttle, skip, tiptoe; (n) line of 
gab, vernacular, jargon. 


pour: (v) gush, shed, decant, scatter, 


stream, flow, pelt, discharge, teem, 


infuse; (n, v) overflow. ANTONYMS: 


(v) drizzle, trickle. 


rascal: (n) villain, rapscallion, monkey, 


miscreant, knave, scoundrel, scamp, 
rogue, varlet, vagabond, brat. 

rout: (adj, n, v) defeat; (n, v) 
discomfiture, overthrow, discomfit; 
(v) conquer, overpower, overcome, 
crush, beat, overwhelm; (n) flight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, surrender. 

seething: (v) ebullient; (adj) irate, 
raging, enraged, spitting mad, beside 
yourself, teed off, packed; (n) 
ebullition, tumult, digestion. 
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The Templar had in the meantime been looking out on the proceedings of the 
besiegers, with rather more attention than the brutal Front-de-Boeuf or his giddy 
companion. 


"By the faith of mine order," he said, "these men approach with more touch of 
discipline than could have been judged, however they come by it. See ye how 
dexterously they avail themselves of every cover which a tree or bush affords, 
and shun exposing themselves to the shot of our cross-bows? I spy neither 
banner nor pennon among them, and yet will I gage my golden chain, that they 
are led on by some noble knight or gentleman, skilful in the practice of wars." 


"I espy him," said De Bracy; "I see the waving of a knight's crest, and the 
gleam of his armour. See yon tall man in the black mail, who is busied 
marshalling the farther troop of the rascaille yeomen--by Saint Dennis, I hold 
him to be the same whom we called 'Le Noir Faineant', who overthrew thee, 
Front-de-Boeuf, in the lists at Ashby." 


"So much the better," said Front-de-Boeuf, "that he comes here to give me my 
revenge. Some hilding fellow he must be, who dared not stay to assert his claim 
to the tourney prize which chance had assigned him. I should in vain have 
sought for him where knights and nobles seek their foes, and right glad am I he 
hath here shown himself among yon villain yeomanry." 


The demonstrations of the enemy's immediate approach cut off all farther 
discourse. Each knight repaired to his post, and at the head of the few followers 
whom they were able to muster, and who were in numbers inadequate to defend 
the whole extent of the walls, they awaited with calm determination the 
threatened assault. 


Thesaurus 
dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, giddy: (adj, v) flighty; (adj) dizzy, faint, serviceable. 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, silly, changeable, vertiginous, shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, dodge, 
dextrously, handily, cleverly, featherbrained, light, fickle, flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, banish, 
proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. capricious; (adv) careless. parry; (adj, v) eschew. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, dull. (v) befriend, invite, seek, welcome, 
incompetently, awkwardly. gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, woo, court, participate, include. 
espy: (v) discover, descry, behold, shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, sought: (adj) required, quest, seeking, 
detect, spy, spot, see, distinguish, sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle. popular. 
recognize, perceive, notice. marshalling: (n) roundup. villain: (n) rascal, scoundrel, rogue, 
exposing: (n) exposure, repaired: (adj) reconditioned, knave, miscreant, criminal, bandit, 
announcement; (adj) revealing, maintained, mended, fastened, crook, reprobate, varlet, rapscallion. 


opposed. serviced, intent, frozen, flat, ANTONYMS: (n) heroine, hero. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 


This wandering race, sever'd from other men, 
Boast yet their intercourse with human arts; 
The seas, the woods, the deserts, which they haunt, 
Find them acquainted with their secret treasures: 
And unregarded herbs, and flowers, and blossoms, 
Display undreamt-of powers when gather'd by them. 
The Jew 


Our history must needs retrograde for the space of a few pages, to inform the 
reader of certain passages material to his understanding the rest of this 
important narrative. His own intelligence may indeed have easily anticipated 
that, when Ivanhoe sunk down, and seemed abandoned by all the world, it was 
the importunity of Rebecca which prevailed on her father to have the gallant 
young warrior transported from the lists to the house which for the time the Jews 
inhabited in the suburbs of Ashby. 


It would not have been difficult to have persuaded Isaac to this step in any 
other circumstances, for his disposition was kind and grateful. But he had also 
the prejudices and scrupulous timidity of his persecuted people, and those were 
to be conquered. 


Thesaurus 
conquered: (adj) overcome, obsecration, interpellation, instance, __ retral, deteriorating; (v) retreat, fall 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, obtestation, invocation. back, retire, regress, decline, lapse, 
subdued, profligate, routed, inform: (v) acquaint, impart, advise, revert. ANTONYMS: (v) progress; 
overthrown, done for, under enemy enlighten, announce, tell, familiarize, (adj) direct. 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) explain, advertise, apprise, warn. unregarded: (v) unnoticed, unnoted, 
victorious, liberated. inhabited: (v) populous, full of people, unobserved, unmarked, unattended 
haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, arrayed, clothed, dressed, to, unperceived, unseen, unthought 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, accustomed, habited; (adj, v) peopled; of; (adj) disregarded. 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass. (adj) occupied, settled, housing. warrior: (n) fighter, combatant, 
importunity: (n, v) entreaty, ANTONYMS: (adj) unoccupied, champion, brave, gerrard, guerilla, 
supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, uninhabited, business. centurion, irregular, insurgent, 


earnestness; (v) solicitation, retrograde: (adj) regressive, backward, guerrilla, militant. 
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"Holy Abraham!" he exclaimed, "he is a good youth, and my heart bleeds to 
see the gore trickle down his rich embroidered hacqueton, and his corslet of 
goodly price--but to carry him to our house!--damsel, hast thou well considered?- 
-he is a Christian, and by our law we may not deal with the stranger and Gentile, 
save for the advantage of our commerce." 


"Speak not so, my dear father," replied Rebecca; "we may not indeed mix 
with them in banquet and in jollity; but in wounds and in misery, the Gentile 
becometh the Jew's brother." 


"I would I knew what the Rabbi Jacob Ben Tudela would opine on it," replied 
Isaac;--"nevertheless, the good youth must not bleed to death. Let Seth and 
Reuben bear him to Ashby." 


"Nay, let them place him in my litter," said Rebecca; "I will mount one of the 
palfreys." 


"That were to expose thee to the gaze of those dogs of Ishmael and of Edom," 
whispered Isaac, with a suspicious glance towards the crowd of knights and 
squires. But Rebecca was already busied in carrying her charitable purpose into 
effect, and listed not what he said, until Isaac, seizing the sleeve of her mantle, 
again exclaimed, in a hurried voice--"Beard of Aaron!--what if the youth perish!-- 
if he die in our custody, shall we not be held guilty of his blood, and be torn to 
pieces by the multitude?" 


"He will not die, my father," said Rebecca, gently extricating herself from the 
grasp of Isaac "he will not die unless we abandon him; and if so, we are indeed 
answerable for his blood to God and to man." 


"Nay," said Isaac, releasing his hold, "it grieveth me as much to see the drops 
of his blood, as if they were so many golden byzants from mine own purse; and I 
well know, that the lessons of Miriam, daughter of the Rabbi Manasses of 
Byzantium whose soul is in Paradise, have made thee skilful in the art of healing, 
and that thou knowest the craft of herbs, and the force of elixirs. Therefore, do as 
thy mind giveth thee--thou art a good damsel, a blessing, and a crown, and a 


Thesaurus 
answerable: (adj, v) amenable, liable, gusset, carnage. prehension, taking, apprehension, 
responsible, subject, exposed, bound; jollity: (adj, n) glee, joviality; (n) capture, infection, (adj) catching, 
(v) uncommendable, exceptionable; merriment, cheerfulness, festivity, galling, controlling. 
(adj) conformable, adequate, frolic, gladness, hilarity, mirth, skilful: (adj) adroit, practised, 
responsal. ANTONYMS: (adj) gaiety; (adj) jocundity. ANTONYMS: experienced, cunning, expert, 
irrefutable, unaccountable. (n) seriousness, misery. dextrous, clever, adept, proficient, 
bleed: (v) run, ooze, phlebotomize, listed: (adj) recorded. ANTONYM: practiced, good. 
leak, percolate, shed blood, trickle, (adj) unlisted. trickle: (n, v) dribble, drip, distill, 
hemorrhage, fleece; (n) ache, smart. opine: (v) deem, believe, figure, guess, drool; (v) percolate, ooze, seep, flow, 
drops: (n) tear. suppose, conceive, imagine, say, leak, filter, leach. ANTONYMS: (n) 
gore: (v) butt, stab, spike, spear, push, think, judge, reckon. throng, deluge, onslaught; (v) gush, 


stick, impale, pierce; (n) bloodshed, seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, flow, flood. 
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song of rejoicing unto me and unto my house, and unto the people of my 
fathers." 


The apprehensions of Isaac, however, were not ill founded; and the generous 
and grateful benevolence of his daughter exposed her, on her return to Ashby, to 
the unhallowed gaze of Brian de Bois-Guilbert. The Templar twice passed and 
repassed them on the road, fixing his bold and ardent look on the beautiful 
Jewess; and we have already seen the consequences of the admiration which her 
charms excited when accident threw her into the power of that unprincipled 
voluptuary. 


Rebecca lost no time in causing the patient to be transported to their 
temporary dwelling, and proceeded with her own hands to examine and to bind 
up his wounds. The youngest reader of romances and romantic ballads, must 
recollect how often the females, during the dark ages, as they are called, were 
initiated into the mysteries of surgery, and how frequently the gallant knight 
submitted the wounds of his person to her cure, whose eyes had yet more deeply 
penetrated his heart. 


But the Jews, both male and female, possessed and practised the medical 
science in all its branches, and the monarchs and powerful barons of the time 
frequently committed themselves to the charge of some experienced sage among 
this despised people, when wounded or in sickness. The aid of the Jewish 
physicians was not the less eagerly sought after, though a general belief 
prevailed among the Christians, that the Jewish Rabbins were deeply acquainted 
with the occult sciences, and particularly with the cabalistical art, which had its 
name and origin in the studies of the sages of Israel. Neither did the Rabbins 
disown such acquaintance with supernatural arts, which added nothing (for 
what could add aught?) to the hatred with which their nation was regarded, 
while it diminished the contempt with which that malevolence was mingled. A 
Jewish magician might be the subject of equal abhorrence with a Jewish usurer, 
but he could not be equally despised. It is besides probable, considering the 
wonderful cures they are said to have performed, that the Jews possessed some 
secrets of the healing art peculiar to themselves, and which, with the exclusive 


Thesaurus 


ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm. 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 


kindliness, generosity. ANTONYMS: 


(n) malevolence, meanness, cruelty, 
misanthropy, wickedness, nastiness, 
malice. 


cabalistical: (adj) cab-alistic, cabalistic. 


founded: (prep) established, institute; 
(v) fusil, cast. 

magician: (n) enchanter, conjurer, 
illusionist, wizard, conjuror, 
thaumaturge, magicians, performer, 


magus, necromancer, prestidigitator. 


occult: (adj) hidden, obscure, 
mysterious, cryptic, cryptical, dark, 


esoteric, magical, unseen, 
confidential; (adj, n, v) secret. 

secrets: (n) secrecy. 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal. 

usurer: (n) moneylender, cambist, loan 
shark, Shylock, banker; (adj) 
extortioner, codger, lickpenny, crib, 
churl, curmudgeon. 
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spirit arising out of their condition, they took great care to conceal from the 
Christians amongst whom they dwelt. 


The beautiful Rebecca had been heedfully brought up in all the knowledge 
proper to her nation, which her apt and powerful mind had retained, arranged, 
and enlarged, in the course of a progress beyond her years, her sex, and even the 
age in which she lived. Her knowledge of medicine and of the healing art had 
been acquired under an aged Jewess, the daughter of one of their most celebrated 
doctors, who loved Rebecca as her own child, and was believed to have 
communicated to her secrets, which had been left to herself by her sage father at 
the same time, and under the same circumstances. The fate of Miriam had 
indeed been to fall a sacrifice to the fanaticism of the times; but her secrets had 
survived in her apt pupil. 


Rebecca, thus endowed with knowledge as with beauty, was universally 
revered and admired by her own tribe, who almost regarded her as one of those 
gifted women mentioned in the sacred history. Her father himself, out of 
reverence for her talents, which involuntarily mingled itself with his unbounded 
affection, permitted the maiden a greater liberty than was usually indulged to 
those of her sex by the habits of her people, and was, as we have just seen, 
frequently guided by her opinion, even in preference to his own. 


When Ivanhoe reached the habitation of Isaac, he was still in a state of 
unconsciousness, owing to the profuse loss of blood which had taken place 
during his exertions in the lists. Rebecca examined the wound, and having 
applied to it such vulnerary remedies as her art prescribed, informed her father 
that if fever could be averted, of which the great bleeding rendered her little 
apprehensive, and if the healing balsam of Miriam retained its virtue, there was 
nothing to fear for his guest's life, and that he might with safety travel to York 
with them on the ensuing day. Isaac looked a little blank at this annunciation. 
His charity would willingly have stopped short at Ashby, or at most would have 
left the wounded Christian to be tended in the house where he was residing at 
present, with an assurance to the Hebrew to whom it belonged, that all expenses 
should be duly discharged. To this, however, Rebecca opposed many reasons, of 


Thesaurus 
balsam: (n) unguent, cordial, permanently fixed, placed, measureless, unlimited, vast, 
oleoresin, phanerogam, ptisan, residential, located. illimitable, unmeasured, absolute. 
spermatophyte, theriac, salve, revered: (adj) August, sacred, unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
unction, balsamine, ointment. esteemed, venerated, respected, insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, beloved, holy, venerable, blessed, consciousness, coma, trance, 
cherished, admired. celebrated, honored. ANTONYMS: stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, (adj) secular, disreputable. ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, tribe: (n) clan, house, race, kin, nation, awareness. 
undischarged, indebted, fulfilling people, kindred, folk, stock, lineage, vulnerary: (n) epithem, sinapism, 
obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) breed. liniment, embrocation, cataplasm, 
settled. unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, arquebusade, collyrium; (adj) 


residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, limitless, endless, infinite, immense, curative, remedial. 
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which we shall only mention two that had peculiar weight with Isaac. The one 
was, that she would on no account put the phial of precious balsam into the 
hands of another physician even of her own tribe, lest that valuable mystery 
should be discovered; the other, that this wounded knight, Wilfred of Ivanhoe, 
was an intimate favourite of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, and that, in case the 
monarch should return, Isaac, who had supplied his brother John with treasure 
to prosecute his rebellious purposes, would stand in no small need of a powerful 
protector who enjoyed Richard's favour. 


"Thou art speaking but sooth, Rebecca," said Isaac, giving way to these 
weighty arguments--"it were an offending of Heaven to betray the secrets of the 
blessed Miriam; for the good which Heaven giveth, is not rashly to be 
squandered upon others, whether it be talents of gold and shekels of silver, or 
whether it be the secret mysteries of a wise physician--assuredly they should be 
preserved to those to whom Providence hath vouchsafed them. And him whom 
the Nazarenes of England call the Lion's Heart, assuredly it were better for me to 
fall into the hands of a strong lion of Idumea than into his, if he shall have got 
assurance of my dealing with his brother. Wherefore I will lend ear to thy 
counsel, and this youth shall journey with us unto York, and our house shall be 
as a home to him until his wounds shall be healed. And if he of the Lion Heart 
shall return to the land, as is now noised abroad, then shall this Wilfred of 
Ivanhoe be unto me as a wall of defence, when the king's displeasure shall burn 
high against thy father. And if he doth not return, this Wilfred may natheless 
repay us our charges when he shall gain treasure by the strength of his spear and 
of his sword, even as he did yesterday and this day also. For the youth is a good 
youth, and keepeth the day which he appointeth, and restoreth that which he 
borroweth, and succoureth the Israelite, even the child of my father's house, 
when he is encompassed by strong thieves and sons of Belial." 


It was not until evening was nearly closed that Ivanhoe was restored to 
consciousness of his situation. He awoke from a broken slumber, under the 
confused impressions which are naturally attendant on the recovery from a state 
of insensibility. He was unable for some time to recall exactly to memory the 


Thesaurus 
awoke: (adj) awakened. antisocial, scurrilous, errant. malcontent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
encompassed: (adj) bounded. phial: (n) ampoule, bottle, cruet, docile, conventional, obedient, 
insensibility: (n) callousness, ampul, ampule, noggin, caster, flask, | conformist, content, conforming, 
hardness, indifference, dullness, stoup. cooperative, loyal, meek, submissive, 
stupidity, stupor, impassiveness, protector: (n) guard, guardian, patron, obliging. 
coma, physical insensibility, champion, custodian, conservator, sooth: (n) verity, soothsaying, fact, 
impassivity, trance. escort, hero, paladin, supporter, truth, reality. 
monarch: (n) sovereign, lord, emperor, benefactor. squandered: (adj) wasted, dissipated, 
ruler, czar, despot, autocrat, tsar, rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, emaciated, devastated, dissolute, 
tzar, Danaus Plexippus; (adj) prince. mutinous, disaffected, defiant, diminished, desolated, desolate, 


offending: (adj) opprobrious, criminal, disobedient, contrary, contumacious, cadaverous; (v) bewildered, 
aberrant, guilty, delinquent, insurgent, stubborn, unruly, employed ineffectually. 
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circumstances which had preceded his fall in the lists, or to make out any 
connected chain of the events in which he had been engaged upon the yesterday. 
A sense of wounds and injury, joined to great weakness and exhaustion, was 
mingled with the recollection of blows dealt and received, of steeds rushing 
upon each other, overthrowing and overthrown--of shouts and clashing of arms, 
and all the heady tumult of a confused fight. An effort to draw aside the curtain 
of his conch was in some degree successful, although rendered difficult by the 
pain of his wound. 


To his great surprise he found himself in a room magnificently furnished, but 
having cushions instead of chairs to rest upon, and in other respects partaking so 
much of Oriental costume, that he began to doubt whether he had not, during his 
sleep, been transported back again to the land of Palestine. The impression was 
increased, when, the tapestry being drawn aside, a female form, dressed in a rich 
habit, which partook more of the Eastern taste than that of Europe, glided 
through the door which it concealed, and was followed by a swarthy domestic. 


As the wounded knight was about to address this fair apparition, she 
imposed silence by placing her slender finger upon her ruby lips, while the 
attendant, approaching him, proceeded to uncover Ivanhoe's side, and the lovely 
Jewess satisfied herself that the bandage was in its place, and the wound doing 
well. She performed her task with a graceful and dignified simplicity and 
modesty, which might, even in more civilized days, have served to redeem it 
from whatever might seem repugnant to female delicacy. The idea of so young 
and beautiful a person engaged in attendance on a sick-bed, or in dressing the 
wound of one of a different sex, was melted away and lost in that of a beneficent 
being contributing her effectual aid to relieve pain, and to avert the stroke of 
death. Rebecca's few and brief directions were given in the Hebrew language to 
the old domestic; and he, who had been frequently her assistant in similar cases, 
obeyed them without reply. 


The accents of an unknown tongue, however harsh they might have sounded 
when uttered by another, had, coming from the beautiful Rebecca, the romantic 
and pleasing effect which fancy ascribes to the charms pronounced by some 


Thesaurus 
bandage: (v) bind, wrap, dress, airiness. ANTONYMS: (n) sturdiness, contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
envelop; (adj, n) truss, tie; (n) swathe, toughness, durability, frankness, attractive, agreeable, desirable, 
binding, roller, gauze; (adj) string. inelegance, ruggedness, vulgarity, lovable, nice, delightful. 
ANTONYM: (v) undress. tactlessness, insensitivity, inaccuracy, ruby: (adj, n) red, crimson, (adj) jewel, 
beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, clumsiness. ruddy, scarlet, diamond, pearl, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, imposed: (adj) compulsory, obligatory. precious stone, bijou; (n) carbuncle, 
munificent, merciful, generous, overthrowing: (adj) defeating, deep red. 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly. subversive; (n) oppression. uncover: (v) expose, disclose, discover, 
conch: (n) seashell. repugnant: (adj) abominable, reveal, show, find, divulge, strip, 
delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, abhorrent, odious, hateful, bare, unearth, unfold. ANTONYMS: 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, delicate, loathsome, ugly, adverse, obscene, (v) cover, conceal, hide, suppress, 


elegance, sensitivity, luxury, treat, offensive; (adj, v) repulsive; (adj, n) wrap, bury, confuse, drape. 
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beneficent fairy, unintelligible, indeed, to the ear, but, from the sweetness of 
utterance, and benignity of aspect, which accompanied them, touching and 
affecting to the heart. Without making an attempt at further question, Ivanhoe 
suffered them in silence to take the measures they thought most proper for his 
recovery; and it was not until those were completed, and this kind physician 
about to retire, that his curiosity could no longer be suppressed.--"Gentle 
maiden," be began in the Arabian tongue, with which his Eastern travels had 
rendered him familiar, and which he thought most likely to be understood by the 
turban'd and caftan'd damsel who stood before him--"I pray you, gentle maiden, 
of your courtesy--" 


But here he was interrupted by his fair physician, a smile which she could 
scarce suppress dimpling for an instant a face, whose general expression was 
that of contemplative melancholy. "I am of England, Sir Knight, and speak the 
English tongue, although my dress and my lineage belong to another climate." 


"Noble damsel,"--again the Knight of Ivanhoe began; and again Rebecca 
hastened to interrupt him. 


"Bestow not on me, Sir Knight," she said, "the epithet of noble. It is well you 
should speedily know that your handmaiden is a poor Jewess, the daughter of 
that Isaac of York, to whom you were so lately a good and kind lord. It well 
becomes him, and those of his household, to render to you such careful tendance 
as your present state necessarily demands." 


I know not whether the fair Rowena would have been altogether satisfied 
with the species of emotion with which her devoted knight had hitherto gazed 
on the beautiful features, and fair form, and lustrous eyes, of the lovely Rebecca; 
eyes whose brilliancy was shaded, and, as it were, mellowed, by the fringe of her 
long silken eyelashes, and which a minstrel would have compared to the 
evening star darting its rays through a bower of jessamine. But Ivanhoe was too 
good a Catholic to retain the same class of feelings towards a Jewess. This 
Rebecca had foreseen, and for this very purpose she had hastened to mention 
her father's name and lineage; yet--for the fair and wise daughter of Isaac was 
not without a touch of female weakness --she could not but sigh internally when 


Thesaurus 
benignity: (n) kindliness, benignancy, darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) lustrous: (adj, v) bright, splendent; 
favor, graciousness, tenderness, Sally. (adj) glossy, brilliant, lucid, shiny, 
friendliness, amiability, benefaction; eyelashes: (n) cilia. shining, light, luminous, sleek, 
(adj, n) kindness, humanity; (adj) foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; radiant. ANTONYM: (adj) unhealthy. 
beneficence. (adj) envisioned, foretold, contingent, mellowed: (adj) mature, easygoing, 
contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, concourse, coming, casual, high, maturer, ripe. 
pensive, wistful, meditative, adventitious, accidental, predictable. shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
introspective; (adj) broody, brooding, jessamine: (n) common jasmine, shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
speculative, ruminative, musing; (v) Jasminum, genus Jasminum, true sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
museful. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, jasmine, Jasminum officinale. darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
vacuous, blank, thoughtless, longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; unshaded. 


disregarding, unreflective, satisfied. (adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. travels: (n) actions, expedition. 
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the glance of respectful admiration, not altogether unmixed with tenderness, 
with which Ivanhoe had hitherto regarded his unknown benefactress, was 
exchanged at once for a manner cold, composed, and collected, and fraught with 
no deeper feeling than that which expressed a grateful sense of courtesy received 
from an unexpected quarter, and from one of an inferior race. It was not that 
Ivanhoe's former carriage expressed more than that general devotional homage 
which youth always pays to beauty; yet it was mortifying that one word should 
operate as a spell to remove poor Rebecca, who could not be supposed altogether 
ignorant of her title to such homage, into a degraded class, to whom it could not 
be honourably rendered. 


But the gentleness and candour of Rebecca's nature imputed no fault to 
Ivanhoe for sharing in the universal prejudices of his age and religion. On the 
contrary the fair Jewess, though sensible her patient now regarded her as one of 
a race of reprobation, with whom it was disgraceful to hold any beyond the most 
necessary intercourse, ceased not to pay the same patient and devoted attention 
to his safety and convalescence. She informed him of the necessity they were 
under of removing to York, and of her father's resolution to transport him thither, 
and tend him in his own house until his health should be restored. Ivanhoe 
expressed great repugnance to this plan, which he grounded on unwillingness to 
give farther trouble to his benefactors. 


"Was there not," he said, "in Ashby, or near it, some Saxon franklin, or even 
some wealthy peasant, who would endure the burden of a wounded 
countryman's residence with him until he should be again able to bear his 
armour?--Was there no convent of Saxon endowment, where he could be 
received?--Or could he not be transported as far as Burton, where he was sure to 
find hospitality with Waltheoff, the Abbot of St Withold's, to whom he was 
related?" 


"Any, the worst of these harbourages," said Rebecca, with a melancholy smile, 
"would unquestionably be more fitting for your residence than the abode of a 
despised Jew; yet, Sir Knight, unless you would dismiss your physician, you 
cannot change your lodging. Our nation, as you well know, can cure wounds, 


Thesaurus 
benefactress: (n) helper, patroness, holy, pious, solemn, godly, perversion, declension. 
donor, patron. reverential, reverent, conscientious; | repugnance: (n) horror, hatred, 
candour: (n) candidness, frankness, (v) devout, pure. antipathy, inconsistency, repulsion, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, grounded: (adj) stranded, confined, nausea, revulsion, loathing, 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, learned, cognizant, familiar, stuck; (v) detestation, aversion, hate. 
truth, sincerity, simplicity. shipwrecked, swamped, nonsuited, ANTONYMS: (n) pleasantness, love, 
convalescence: (n) recuperation, rally, wrecked, cast away. attractiveness, adoration, liking. 
convalesce, upturn, improvement, removing: (adj) departing. unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
rehabilitation, restitution, restoration, reprobation: (n) disapproval, downright; (adj) absolute, unmingled, 
retrieval, healing, progress. condemnation, blame, reproof, undiluted, straight, uncompounded, 
ANTONYM: (n) decline. expostulation, remonstrance, censure; single, plain. ANTONYM: (adj) 


devotional: (adj) prayerful, religious, (adj) hardening, backsliding, impure. 
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though we deal not in inflicting them; and in our own family, in particular, are 
secrets which have been handed down since the days of Solomon, and of which 
you have already experienced the advantages. No Nazarene--I crave your 
forgiveness, Sir Knight --no Christian leech, within the four seas of Britain, could 
enable you to bear your corslet within a month." 


"And how soon wilt THOU enable me to brook it?" said Ivanhoe, 
impatiently. 

"Within eight days, if thou wilt be patient and conformable to my directions," 
replied Rebecca. 


"By Our Blessed Lady," said Wilfred, "if it be not a sin to name her here, it is 
no time for me or any true knight to be bedridden; and if thou accomplish thy 
promise, maiden, I will pay thee with my casque full of crowns, come by them as 
I may." 

"I will accomplish my promise," said Rebecca, "and thou shalt bear thine 
armour on the eighth day from hence, if thou will grant me but one boon in the 
stead of the silver thou dost promise me." 


"If it be within my power, and such as a true Christian knight may yield to 
one of thy people," replied Ivanhoe, "I will grant thy boon blithely and 
thankfully." 


"Nay," answered Rebecca, "I will but pray of thee to believe henceforward 
that a Jew may do good service to a Christian, without desiring other guerdon 
than the blessing of the Great Father who made both Jew and Gentile." 


"It were sin to doubt it, maiden," replied Ivanhoe; "and I repose myself on thy 
skill without further scruple or question, well trusting you will enable me to bear 
my corslet on the eighth day. And now, my kind leech, let me enquire of the 
news abroad. What of the noble Saxon Cedric and his household?--what of the 
lovely Lady--" He stopt, as if unwilling to speak Rowena's name in the house of a 
Jew--"Of her, I mean, who was named Queen of the tournament?" 


"And who was selected by you, Sir Knight, to hold that dignity, with 
judgment which was admired as much as your valour," replied Rebecca. 


Thesaurus 
accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, hilariously. ANTONYMS: (adv) inappropriate. 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, anxiously, gloomily, carefully. henceforward: (adv) in future, from 
realize, execute, carry out. brook: (v) endure, abide, stomach, now on, from this time on, from this 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, stand, tolerate, digest, suffer, moment on, after this. 
choke, blow, lose. support, undergo; (n, v) creek; (n) trusting: (adj) credulous, 
bedridden: (adj) sick, bedfast, ill, stream. ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
invalid, unwell, ailing, crippled; (adj, resist, reject, prohibit. confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
v) confined; (v) laid up, in hospital, conformable: (adj) agreeable, reliant, give, easy to fool. 
invalided. concordant, consonant, adapted, ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
blithely: (adv) gaily, merrily, compatible, according, biddable, suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
mirthfully, cheerfully, gladly, gayly, docile, amenable, good, submissive. protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 


gleefully, brightly, sunnily, cheerily, ANTONYMS: (adj) mismatched, smart, jaded. 
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The blood which Ivanhoe had lost did not prevent a flush from crossing his 
cheek, feeling that he had incautiously betrayed a deep interest in Rowena by 
the awkward attempt he had made to conceal it. 


"It was less of her I would speak," said he, "than of Prince John; and I would 
fain know somewhat of a faithful squire, and why he now attends me not?" 


"Let me use my authority as a leech," answered Rebecca, "and enjoin you to 
keep silence, and avoid agitating reflections, whilst I apprize you of what you 
desire to know. Prince John hath broken off the tournament, and set forward in 
all haste towards York, with the nobles, knights, and churchmen of his party, 
after collecting such sums as they could wring, by fair means or foul, from those 
who are esteemed the wealthy of the land. It is said be designs to assume his 
brother's crown." 


"Not without a blow struck in its defence," said Ivanhoe, raising himself upon 
the couch, "if there were but one true subject in England I will fight for Richard's 
title with the best of them --ay, one or two, in his just quarrel!" 


"But that you may be able to do so," said Rebecca touching his shoulder with 
her hand, "you must now observe my directions, and remain quiet." 


"True, maiden," said Ivanhoe, "as quiet as these disquieted times will permit- 
-And of Cedric and his household?" 


"His steward came but brief while since," said the Jewess, "panting with haste, 
to ask my father for certain monies, the price of wool the growth of Cedric's 
flocks, and from him I learned that Cedric and Athelstane of Coningsburgh had 
left Prince John's lodging in high displeasure, and were about to set forth on their 
return homeward." 

"Went any lady with them to the banquet?" said Wilfred. 

"The Lady Rowena," said Rebecca, answering the question with more 
precision than it had been asked--"The Lady Rowena went not to the Prince's 
feast, and, as the steward reported to us, she is now on her journey back to 
Rotherwood, with her guardian Cedric. And touching your faithful squire 
Gurth--" 


Thesaurus 


answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency. 

apprize: (v) advise, appreciate, 
instruct, notify, advertise, esteem, 
enlighten, inform, value, appraise, 


revalue. ANTONYM: (v) depreciate. 


disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed. 

enjoin: (v) command, dictate, direct, 


instruct, tell, charge, require, forbid, 
disallow, impose, order. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acquiesce, yield, 
submit, permit, request, let, comply, 
agree, allow, obey. 


flush: (adj, n, v) blush, glow; (adj) flat, 


affluent, rich; (adj, v) even, smooth, 
level; (n) bloom; (n, v) color; (v) 
redden. ANTONYMS: (n) pallor; (v) 
blanch, blench; (adj) empty, low, 
poor. 


haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 


rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 

incautiously: (adv) imprudently, 
recklessly, thoughtlessly, 
indiscreetly, injudiciously, 
heedlessly, unthinkingly, 
unguardedly, unwarily, rashly, 
forgetfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
discreetly, carefully. 

monies: (n) excise, toll, dues, levy. 
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"Ha!" exclaimed the knight, "knowest thou his name?--But thou dost," he 
immediately added, "and well thou mayst, for it was from thy hand, and, as I am 
now convinced, from thine own generosity of spirit, that he received but 
yesterday a hundred zecchins." 


"Speak not of that," said Rebecca, blushing deeply; "I see how easy it is for 
the tongue to betray what the heart would gladly conceal." 


"But this sum of gold," said Ivanhoe, gravely, "my honour is concerned in 
repaying it to your father." 


"Let it be as thou wilt," said Rebecca, "when eight days have passed away; but 
think not, and speak not now, of aught that may retard thy recovery." 


"Be it so, kind maiden," said Ivanhoe; "I were most ungrateful to dispute thy 
commands. But one word of the fate of poor Gurth, and I have done with 
questioning thee." 


"I grieve to tell thee, Sir Knight," answered the Jewess, "that he is in custody 
by the order of Cedric."--And then observing the distress which her 
communication gave to Wilfred, she instantly added, "But the steward Oswald 
said, that if nothing occurred to renew his master's displeasure against him, he 
was sure that Cedric would pardon Gurth, a faithful serf, and one who stood 
high in favour, and who had but committed this error out of the love which he 
bore to Cedric's son. And he said, moreover, that he and his comrades, and 
especially Wamba the Jester, were resolved to warn Gurth to make his escape by 
the way, in case Cedric's ire against him could not be mitigated." 


"Would to God they may keep their purpose!" said Ivanhoe; "but it seems as 
if I were destined to bring ruin on whomsoever hath shown kindness to me. My 
king, by whom I was honoured and distinguished, thou seest that the brother 
most indebted to him is raising his arms to grasp his crown;--my regard hath 
brought restraint and trouble on the fairest of her sex;--and now my father in his 
mood may slay this poor bondsman but for his love and loyal service to me!-- 
Thou seest, maiden, what an ill-fated wretch thou dost labour to assist; be wise, 


Thesaurus 


blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful, favor; (n) benevolence, restore, refresh, refurbish, modernize, 


flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) blushingly, 
ablush. ANTONYM: (adj) pale. 

destined: (adj, v) bound, fated; (adj) 
predetermined, sure, inescapable, 
intended, predestined, inevitable, 
prepared, foreordained, appointed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unscheduled, 
unlikely. 

generosity: (n, v) charity, liberality; 


bounteousness, chivalry, nobility, 
munificence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stinginess, greed, meanness, thrift, 
thriftiness, avarice, unfriendliness, 
bareness, malevolence, miserliness, 
nastiness. 

ill-fated: (adj) hapless, unfortunate, 
unhappy, poor, accursed, cursed, 
fatal, infelicitous, unchancy, 
disastrous, inauspicious. 


(adj, n) bounty, kindness, beneficence, renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 


revive, overhaul, reinstate, reiterate, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill. 

retard: (adj, v) hinder, check, obstruct, 
deaden; (v) slow, detain, impede, 
arrest, decelerate; (n, v) lag, defer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expedite, hasten, 
prompt. 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess. 
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and let me go, ere the misfortunes which track my footsteps like slot-hounds, 
shall involve thee also in their pursuit." 


"Nay," said Rebecca, "thy weakness and thy grief, Sir Knight, make thee 
miscalculate the purposes of Heaven. Thou hast been restored to thy country 
when it most needed the assistance of a strong hand and a true heart, and thou 
hast humbled the pride of thine enemies and those of thy king, when their horn 
was most highly exalted, and for the evil which thou hast sustained, seest thou 
not that Heaven has raised thee a helper and a physician, even among the most 
despised of the land?--Therefore, be of good courage, and trust that thou art 
preserved for some marvel which thine arm shall work before this people. 
Adieu--and having taken the medicine which I shall send thee by the hand of 
Reuben, compose thyself again to rest, that thou mayest be the more able to 
endure the journey on the succeeding day." 


Ivanhoe was convinced by the reasoning, and obeyed the directions, of 
Rebecca. The drought which Reuben administered was of a sedative and 
narcotic quality, and secured the patient sound and undisturbed slumbers. In 
the morning his kind physician found him entirely free from feverish symptoms, 
and fit to undergo the fatigue of a journey. 


He was deposited in the horse-litter which had brought him from the lists, 
and every precaution taken for his travelling with ease. In one circumstance only 
even the entreaties of Rebecca were unable to secure sufficient attention to the 
accommodation of the wounded knight. Isaac, like the enriched traveller of 
Juvenal's tenth satire, had ever the fear of robbery before his eyes, conscious that 
he would be alike accounted fair game by the marauding Norman noble, and by 
the Saxon outlaw. He therefore journeyed at a great rate, and made short halts, 
and shorter repasts, so that he passed by Cedric and Athelstane who had several 
hours the start of him, but who had been delayed by their protracted feasting at 
the convent of Saint Withold's. Yet such was the virtue of Miriam's balsam, or 
such the strength of Ivanhoe's constitution, that he did not sustain from the 
hurried journey that inconvenience which his kind physician had apprehended. 


Thesaurus 
enriched: (adj) educated. afebrile, collected, composed, undervalue, underrate. ANTONYM: 
exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, noble, mellow. (v) underestimate. 
high, August, elated, dignified, great, footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, misfortunes: (n) misfortune. 
sublime, grand, big. ANTONYMS: trail, path, track, footpath. narcotic: (adj, n) soporific, opiate, 
(adj) belittled, condemned, criticized, humbled: (adj) humble, humiliated, hypnotic; (adj) anodyne; (n) drug, 
debased, humble, humiliated, low, crushed, depressed, dispirited, anaesthetic, opium, stupefacient, 
lowly, minor, ridiculed, base. abased, broken in, abject, ashamed; sedative, methadone, meperidine. 
feasting: (n) carnival, eating. (n) humbler; (v) apart. satire: (n) sarcasm, lampoon, mockery, 
feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, miscalculate: (v) misjudge, make a parody, ridicule, caricature, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, mistake, err, miscompute, burlesque, quip, spoof, derision; (v) 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, n) misinterpret, overestimate, squib. 


hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, _ overvalue, reckon, miscount, shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior. 
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In another point of view, however, the Jew's haste proved somewhat more 
than good speed. The rapidity with which he insisted on travelling, bred several 
disputes between him and the party whom he had hired to attend him as a guard. 
These men were Saxons, and not free by any means from the national love of 
ease and good living which the Normans stigmatized as laziness and gluttony. 
Reversing Shylock's position, they had accepted the employment in hopes of 
feeding upon the wealthy Jew, and were very much displeased when they found 
themselves disappointed, by the rapidity with which he insisted on their 
proceeding. They remonstrated also upon the risk of damage to their horses by 
these forced marches. Finally, there arose betwixt Isaac and his satellites a 
deadly feud, concerning the quantity of wine and ale to be allowed for 
consumption at each meal. And thus it happened, that when the alarm of danger 
approached, and that which Isaac feared was likely to come upon him, he was 
deserted by the discontented mercenaries on whose protection he had relied, 
without using the means necessary to secure their attachment. 


In this deplorable condition the Jew, with his daughter and her wounded 
patient, were found by Cedric, as has already been noticed, and soon afterwards 
fell into the power of De Bracy and his confederates. Little notice was at first 
taken of the horse-litter, and it might have remained behind but for the curiosity 
of De Bracy, who looked into it under the impression that it might contain the 
object of his enterprise, for Rowena had not unveiled herself. But De Bracy's 
astonishment was considerable, when he discovered that the litter contained a 
wounded man, who, conceiving himself to have fallen into the power of Saxon 
outlaws, with whom his name might be a protection for himself and his friends, 
frankly avowed himself to be Wilfred of Ivanhoe. 


The ideas of chivalrous honour, which, amidst his wildness and levity, never 
utterly abandoned De Bracy, prohibited him from doing the knight any injury in 
his defenceless condition, and equally interdicted his betraying him to Front-de- 
Boeuf, who would have had no scruples to put to death, under any 
circumstances, the rival claimant of the fief of Ivanhoe. On the other hand, to 
liberate a suitor preferred by the Lady Rowena, as the events of the tournament, 


Thesaurus 


claimant: (n) candidate, applicant, 
pretender, aspirant, plaintiff, 
complainant, suitor, claimer, 
prosecutor, postulant, competitor. 

conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; 
(adj) imaginant, original. 

deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, 
criminal, calamitous, abominable, 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, 
regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, 


admirable, agreeable, excellent, 
fortunate, praiseworthy. 
interdicted: (adj) contraband, illegal. 
laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, 
inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, 
lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, 


lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: 


(n) diligence, willingness, vigor, 
liveliness, interest. 

liberate: (v) emancipate, extricate, 
disengage, enfranchise, release, let 
go, free; (adj, v) clear, deliver, 


absolve, acquit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
confine, enslave, constrain, imprison, 
abandon, capture, fetter, hold, retain. 

marches: (n) precinct, Marche, stint. 

noticed: (adj) noted. 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 
affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, adv, 
v) going on. 

unveiled: (adj) disenshrouded, naked, 
out of the closet. 
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and indeed Wilfred's previous banishment from his father's house, had made 
matter of notoriety, was a pitch far above the flight of De Bracy's generosity. A 
middle course betwixt good and evil was all which he found himself capable of 
adopting, and he commanded two of his own squires to keep close by the litter, 
and to suffer no one to approach it. If questioned, they were directed by their 
master to say, that the empty litter of the Lady Rowena was employed to 
transport one of their comrades who had been wounded in the scuffle. On 
arriving at Torquilstone, while the Knight Templar and the lord of that castle 
were each intent upon their own schemes, the one on the Jew's treasure, and the 
other on his daughter, De Bracy's squires conveyed Ivanhoe, still under the name 
of a wounded comrade, to a distant apartment. This explanation was 
accordingly returned by these men to Front-de-Boeuf, when he questioned them 
why they did not make for the battlements upon the alarm. 


"A wounded companion!" he replied in great wrath and astonishment. "No 
wonder that churls and yeomen wax so presumptuous as even to lay leaguer 
before castles, and that clowns and swineherds send defiances to nobles, since 
men-at-arms have turned sick men's nurses, and Free Companions are grown 
keepers of dying folk's curtains, when the castle is about to be assailed.--To the 
battlements, ye loitering villains!" he exclaimed, raising his stentorian voice till 
the arches around rung again, "to the battlements, or I will splinter your bones 
with this truncheon!" 


The men sulkily replied, "that they desired nothing better than to go to the 
battlements, providing Front-de-Boeuf would bear them out with their master, 
who had commanded them to tend the dying man." 


"The dying man, knaves!" rejoined the Baron; "I promise thee we shall all be 
dying men an we stand not to it the more stoutly. But I will relieve the guard 
upon this caitiff companion of yours.--Here, Urfried--hag--fiend of a Saxon 
witch--hearest me not?--tend me this bedridden fellow since he must needs be 
tended, whilst these knaves use their weapons.--Here be two arblasts, comrades, 
with windlaces and quarrells to the barbican with you, and see you drive each 
bolt through a Saxon brain." 


Thesaurus 


astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt. 

caitiff: (n) coward, villain, scoundrel, 
miscreant, dastard, ruffian, rascal, 
budmash, brute, barbarian; (adv) 
cowardly. 

litter: (adj, n) brood, jumble; (n) 
bedding, stretcher, waste, refuse, 


junk, trash, mess; (n, v) clutter; (adj) 
disarray. ANTONYMS: (v) clean; (n) 
space. 

rung: (n) rundle, grade, degree, stage, 
stair, spoke, stave, crosspiece, tread, 
step; (adj) ringed. 

scuffle: (n, v) tussle, fight, scrap, 
struggle, disturbance, encounter; (v) 
grapple, shuffle; (n) melee, scramble, 
fighting. 

splinter: (adj, v) break, shiver, crack; 
(adj, n, v) split; (n, v) chip, fragment, 


fracture; (adj, n) shred; (n) shaving, 
part; (v) smash. 

stentorian: (adj) booming, vocal, 
piercing, strident, resonant, 
powerful, flourishing, full, fuller, 
palmy, stentorophonic. 

sulkily: (adv) morosely, glumly, 
peevishly, crossly, grumpily, 
petulantly, moodily, gloomily, surly, 
resentfully, angrily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerily, gladly. 
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The men, who, like most of their description, were fond of enterprise and 
detested inaction, went joyfully to the scene of danger as they were commanded, 
and thus the charge of Ivanhoe was transferred to Urfried, or Ulrica. But she, 
whose brain was burning with remembrance of injuries and with hopes of 
vengeance, was readily induced to devolve upon Rebecca the care of her 


patient. 


burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, boiling, 


afire, flaming, hot; (n) combustion, 
firing; (adj, n) passionate, zealous, 
glowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
trivial, cool, out, painless, quenched, 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, 
insignificant, unconcerned. 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked. 

devolve: (v) fall, cede, assign, light, 


Thesaurus 


pass on, pass, deliver, descend, give 
up, surrender, come down. 
ANTONYM: (v) centralize. 

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough. 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 


quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. 


ANTONYM: (n) activity. 

joyfully: (adv) joyously, merrily, gaily, 
gleefully, buoyantly, cheerily, 
jubilantly, pleasantly, mirthfully; 
(adv, v) happily; (adj, adv) cheerfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) joylessly, 
miserably, despondently. 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 
recall, relic, monument, keepsake, 
reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
memento. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 


Ascend the watch-tower yonder, valiant soldier, 
Look on the field, and say how goes the battle. 
Schiller's Maid of Orleans 


A moment of peril is often also a moment of open-hearted kindness and 
affection. We are thrown off our guard by the general agitation of our feelings, 
and betray the intensity of those, which, at more tranquil periods, our prudence 
at least conceals, if it cannot altogether suppress them. In finding herself once 
more by the side of Ivanhoe, Rebecca was astonished at the keen sensation of 
pleasure which she experienced, even at a time when all around them both was 
danger, if not despair. As she felt his pulse, and enquired after his health, there 
was a softness in her touch and in her accents implying a kinder interest than she 
would herself have been pleased to have voluntarily expressed. Her voice 
faltered and her hand trembled, and it was only the cold question of Ivanhoe, "Is 
it you, gentle maiden?" which recalled her to herself, and reminded her the 
sensations which she felt were not and could not be mutual. A sigh escaped, but 
it was scarce audible; and the questions which she asked the knight concerning 
his state of health were put in the tone of calm friendship. Ivanhoe answered her 
hastily that he was, in point of health, as well, and better than he could have 
expected --"Thanks," he said, "dear Rebecca, to thy helpful skill." 


Thesaurus 


agitation: (n) disturbance, excitement, 
tumult, stirring, convulsion, stir, 
commotion, emotion, unrest, shake, 
turmoil. ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, 
calm, equanimity, rest, peace, 
deterrent. 

audible: (adj) plain, hearable, distinct, 
detectable, sounding, sharp, sonic, 
definite, discernible, perceptible, 
sensory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inaudible, unintelligible, 
undetectable, silent, faint. 


open-hearted: (adj) open, sincere, 
liberal. 

periods: (n) period. 

pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound. 

sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 
ambiance. 

tranquil: (adj, v) quiet, unruffled, 
smooth; (adj, n) peaceful; (adj) placid, 
still, serene, sedate, collected, 


composed, equable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) noisy, tense, agitated, anxious, 
troubled, bustling, loud, perturbed, 
frenetic, moving, bothered. 

voluntarily: (adv) spontaneously, 
willingly, intentionally, willfully, 
volunteerly, deliberately, 
gratuitously, readily, optionally, 
independently, unforcedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) obligatory, 
reluctantly, forced, grudgingly, 
unwillingly. 
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"He calls me DEAR Rebecca," said the maiden to herself, "but it is in the cold 
and careless tone which ill suits the word. His war-horse--his hunting hound, 
are dearer to him than the despised Jewess!" 


"My mind, gentle maiden," continued Ivanhoe, "is more disturbed by anxiety, 
than my body with pain. From the speeches of those men who were my warders 
just now, I learn that I am a prisoner, and, if I judge aright of the loud hoarse 
voice which even now dispatched them hence on some military duty, I am in the 
castle of Front-de-Boeuf--If so, how will this end, or how can I protect Rowena 
and my father?" 


"He names not the Jew or Jewess," said Rebecca internally; "yet what is our 
portion in him, and how justly am I punished by Heaven for letting my thoughts 
dwell upon him!" She hastened after this brief self-accusation to give Ivanhoe 
what information she could; but it amounted only to this, that the Templar Bois- 
Guilbert, and the Baron Front-de-Boeuf, were commanders within the castle; that 
it was beleaguered from without, but by whom she knew not. She added, that 
there was a Christian priest within the castle who might be possessed of more 
information. 


"A Christian priest!" said the knight, joyfully; "fetch him hither, Rebecca, if 
thou canst--say a sick man desires his ghostly counsel--say what thou wilt, but 
bring him--something I must do or attempt, but how can I determine until I 
know how matters stand without?" 


Rebecca in compliance with the wishes of Ivanhoe, made that attempt to 
bring Cedric into the wounded Knight's chamber, which was defeated as we 
have already seen by the interference of Urfried, who had also been on the watch 
to intercept the supposed monk. Rebecca retired to communicate to Ivanhoe the 
result of her errand. 


They had not much leisure to regret the failure of this source of intelligence, 
or to contrive by what means it might be supplied; for the noise within the castle, 
occasioned by the defensive preparations which had been considerable for some 
time, now increased into tenfold bustle and clamour. The heavy, yet hasty step 
of the men-at-arms, traversed the battlements or resounded on the narrow and 


Thesaurus 
aright: (adv) correctly, right, well, true, dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, bide, . ANTONYM: (v) soothe. 
not Amis, satisfactorily, favorably, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, internally: (adv) innerly, intrinsically, 
justly, exactly, rightly, properly. continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) inwardly, nationally, intimately, 
careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, wander. insidely, within, locally, essentially, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, privately, really. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, grating, strident, guttural, rough, outwardly, outside, internationally. 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, self-accusation: (1) regret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, prudent, sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
meticulous, thoughtful, diligent, smooth, mellow, velvety, high. maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
attentive, thorough, wary, guarded, hound: (v) bloodhound, chase, hunt, bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
methodical, strict. follow, badger, course, bait, pursue; stricken, wound, struck. ANTONYM: 


dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished. (n) greyhound, blackguard, cad. (adj) unaffected. 
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winding passages and stairs which led to the various bartisans and points of 
defence. The voices of the knights were heard, animating their followers, or 
directing means of defence, while their commands were often drowned in the 
clashing of armour, or the clamorous shouts of those whom they addressed. 
Tremendous as these sounds were, and yet more terrible from the awful event 
which they presaged, there was a sublimity mixed with them, which Rebecca's 
high-toned mind could feel even in that moment of terror. Her eye kindled, 
although the blood fled from her cheeks; and there was a strong mixture of fear, 
and of a thrilling sense of the sublime, as she repeated, half whispering to herself, 
half speaking to her companion, the sacred text,--"The quiver rattleth--the 
glittering spear and the shield--the noise of the captains and the shouting!" 


But Ivanhoe was like the war-horse of that sublime passage, glowing with 
impatience at his inactivity, and with his ardent desire to mingle in the affray of 
which these sounds were the introduction. "If I could but drag myself," he said, 
"to yonder window, that I might see how this brave game is like to go--If I had 
but bow to shoot a shaft, or battle-axe to strike were it but a single blow for our 
deliverance!--It is in vain--it is in vain--I am alike nerveless and weaponless!" 


"Fret not thyself, noble knight," answered Rebecca, "the sounds have ceased 
of a sudden--it may be they join not battle." 


"Thou knowest nought of it," said Wilfred, impatiently; "this dead pause only 
shows that the men are at their posts on the walls, and expecting an instant 
attack; what we have heard was but the instant muttering of the storm--it will 
burst anon in all its fury.--Could I but reach yonder window!" 


"Thou wilt but injure thyself by the attempt, noble knight," replied his 
attendant. Observing his extreme solicitude, she firmly added, "I myself will 
stand at the lattice, and describe to you as I can what passes without." 


"You must not--you shall not!" exclaimed Ivanhoe; "each lattice, each aperture, 
will be soon a mark for the archers; some random shaft--" 


"It shall be welcome!" murmured Rebecca, as with firm pace she ascended 
two or three steps, which led to the window of which they spoke. 


Thesaurus 


affray: (n) fray, riot, quarrel, fracas, 
affrayment, brawl, clash, hubbub, 
melee, ado, scrap. 

animating: (adj) enlivening, 
invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, exhilarating, 
glad, animated, exciting; (n) 
awakening. 

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure. 


cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet. 

inactivity: (n) lethargy, inaction, 
laziness, abeyance, indolence, 
languor, passivity, phlegm, 
sluggishness, doldrums; (adj, n) 
inertia. ANTONYMS: (n) action, 


activeness, liveliness, energy, bustle. 


kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning. 

nerveless: (adj) coolheaded, feeble, 
weak, cool, powerless, spineless, 


impuissant, flaccid, marrowless, 
composed, imperturbable. 

solicitude: (n) care, consideration, 
anxiety, thought, apprehension, 
regard, attention, fear, disquietude, 
heed, fret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
negligence, serenity, thoughtlessness. 

sublimity: (adj, n) nobility, elevation, 
majesty, loftiness, splendor; (1) 
magnificence, dignity, greatness, 
sublimeness; (adj) solemnity, 
heroism. 
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"Rebecca, dear Rebecca!" exclaimed Ivanhoe, "this is no maiden's pastime--do 
not expose thyself to wounds and death, and render me for ever miserable for 
having given the occasion; at least, cover thyself with yonder ancient buckler, 
and show as little of your person at the lattice as may be." 


Following with wonderful promptitude the directions of Ivanhoe, and 
availing herself of the protection of the large ancient shield, which she placed 
against the lower part of the window, Rebecca, with tolerable security to herself, 
could witness part of what was passing without the castle, and report to Ivanhoe 
the preparations which the assailants were making for the storm. Indeed the 
situation which she thus obtained was peculiarly favourable for this purpose, 
because, being placed on an angle of the main building, Rebecca could not only 
see what passed beyond the precincts of the castle, but also commanded a view 
of the outwork likely to be the first object of the meditated assault. It was an 
exterior fortification of no great height or strength, intended to protect the 
postern-gate, through which Cedric had been recently dismissed by Front-de- 
Boeuf. The castle moat divided this species of barbican from the rest of the 
fortress, so that, in case of its being taken, it was easy to cut off the 
communication with the main building, by withdrawing the temporary bridge. 
In the outwork was a sallyport corresponding to the postern of the castle, and the 
whole was surrounded by a strong palisade. Rebecca could observe, from the 
number of men placed for the defence of this post, that the besieged entertained 
apprehensions for its safety; and from the mustering of the assailants in a 
direction nearly opposite to the outwork, it seemed no less plain that it had been 
selected as a vulnerable point of attack. 


These appearances she hastily communicated to Ivanhoe, and added, "The 
skirts of the wood seem lined with archers, although only a few are advanced 
from its dark shadow." 


"Under what banner?" asked Ivanhoe. 
"Under no ensign of war which I can observe," answered Rebecca. 


Thesaurus 
ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, web, netting; (v) trellis. bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, adequate, respectable, endurable, 
standard, colors, enzie, sublieutenant. curiously, unusually, uncommonly, sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
fortification: (n) castle, fort, bastion, singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
consolidation, defense, bulwark, strangely, specifically, weirdly, exceptional, unbearable, 
stronghold, barrier, entrenchment, specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
fortress, safeguard. typically, ordinarily, slightly. appalling, inadmissible. 
fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, fortification, promptitude: (n) expedition, speed, | withdrawing: (adj) receding, outgoing, 
castle, stronghold, citadel, alcazar, readiness, promptness, velocity, retiring, moving back, modest, lowly; 
tower, presidio, redoubt; (n, v) keep. haste, agility, rapidity, celerity, (n) departure, privacy, seclusion, 
lattice: (n) grill, grille, grid, net, hurry, dispatch. cancellation. 


fretwork, network, gridiron, wicket, tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
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"A singular novelty," muttered the knight, "to advance to storm such a castle 
without pennon or banner displayed!--Seest thou who they be that act as 
leaders?" 


"A knight, clad in sable armour, is the most conspicuous," said the Jewess; "he 
alone is armed from head to heel, and seems to assume the direction of all 
around him." 


"What device does he bear on his shield?" replied Ivanhoe. 


"Something resembling a bar of iron, and a padlock painted blue on the 
black shield." 


"A fetterlock and shacklebolt azure," said Ivanhoe; "I know not who may bear 
the device, but well I ween it might now be mine own. Canst thou not see the 
motto?" 


"Scarce the device itself at this distance," replied Rebecca; "but when the sun 
glances fair upon his shield, it shows as I tell you." 


"Seem there no other leaders?" exclaimed the anxious enquirer. 


"None of mark and distinction that I can behold from this station," said 
Rebecca; "but, doubtless, the other side of the castle is also assailed. They appear 
even now preparing to advance--God of Zion, protect us!--What a dreadful sight! 
--Those who advance first bear huge shields and defences made of plank; the 
others follow, bending their bows as they come on. --They raise their bows!--God 
of Moses, forgive the creatures thou hast made!" 


Her description was here suddenly interrupted by the signal for assault, 
which was given by the blast of a shrill bugle, and at once answered by a 
flourish of the Norman trumpets from the battlements, which, mingled with the 
deep and hollow clang of the nakers, (a species of kettle-drum,) retorted in notes 
of defiance the challenge of the enemy. The shouts of both parties augmented 
the fearful din, the assailants crying, "Saint George for merry England!" and the 
Normans answering them with loud cries of "En avant De Bracy!--Beau-seant! 
Beau-seant!--Front-de-Boeuf a la rescousse!" according to the war-cries of their 
different commanders. 


Thesaurus 

augmented: (adj) amplified, enlarged, heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, combination lock, closure; (v) secure. 
greater than before, inflated, plus, cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
more. bounder, tree rest; (v) lean. analogous, parallel, similar, 

enquirer: (n) inquirer, asker, speaker, merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, conformable, approximate, 
talker, tester, quizzer, interviewer, glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
interrogator, examiner, querier. lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) similar to, reminiscent of. 

flourish: (n, v) display; (v) thrive, convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) | ANTONYM: (prep) unlike. 
prosper, boast, wave, brag, wield, gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight. shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
boom, grow; (adj, v) bloom; (adv, v) others: (n) rest, cessation, lie, lave, strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
shake. ANTONYMS: (v) decline, LAN, ease, acquiesce, intermission. screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 


struggle, deteriorate, wilt, pine, fade, padlock: (n) bolt, bar, holdfast, rail, sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, quiet, 
flounder, decrease, dwindle. rivet, wall, security device, deadbolt, resonant. 


350 Ivanhoe 


It was not, however, by clamour that the contest was to be decided, and the 
desperate efforts of the assailants were met by an equally vigorous defence on 
the part of the besieged. The archers, trained by their woodland pastimes to the 
most effective use of the long-bow, shot, to use the appropriate phrase of the 
time, so "wholly together," that no point at which a defender could show the 
least part of his person, escaped their cloth-yard shafts. By this heavy discharge, 
which continued as thick and sharp as hail, while, notwithstanding, every arrow 
had its individual aim, and flew by scores together against each embrasure and 
opening in the parapets, as well as at every window where a defender either 
occasionally had post, or might be suspected to be stationed,--by this sustained 
discharge, two or three of the garrison were slain, and several others wounded. 
But, confident in their armour of proof, and in the cover which their situation 
afforded, the followers of Front-de-Boeuf, and his allies, showed an obstinacy in 
defence proportioned to the fury of the attack and replied with the discharge of 
their large cross-bows, as well as with their long-bows, slings, and other missile 
weapons, to the close and continued shower of arrows; and, as the assailants 
were necessarily but indifferently protected, did considerably more damage 
than they received at their hand. The whizzing of shafts and of missiles, on both 
sides, was only interrupted by the shouts which arose when either side inflicted 
or sustained some notable loss. 


"And I must lie here like a bedridden monk," exclaimed Ivanhoe, "while the 
game that gives me freedom or death is played out by the hand of others!--Look 
from the window once again, kind maiden, but beware that you are not marked 
by the archers beneath --Look out once more, and tell me if they yet advance to 
the storm." 


With patient courage, strengthened by the interval which she had employed 
in mental devotion, Rebecca again took post at the lattice, sheltering herself, 
however, so as not to be visible from beneath. 

"What dost thou see, Rebecca?" again demanded the wounded knight. 


"Nothing but the cloud of arrows flying so thick as to dazzle mine eyes, and 
to hide the bowmen who shoot them." 


Thesaurus 
devotion: (n) allegiance, attachment, garrison: (n) fortification, fortress, unbiasedly, disinterestedly. 
dedication, loyalty, worship, stronghold, troops, presidio, defense, ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, 
affection, enthusiasm, fondness, base, citadel, soldiery; (n, v) defend; obsessively, carefully, eagerly, 
devotedness; (adj, n) veneration, (v) send. energetically, warmly, anxiously, 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, enthusiastically, sympathetically. 
negligence, apathy, disobedience, applaud, summon, accost, fall, cheer, proportioned: (adj) attemperate, 
neglect, hatred, separation, salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. shapely, regular, properly adapted, 
dishonesty, infidelity. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize. even, balanced. ANTONYM: (adj) 
embrasure: (n) porthole, crenel, indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, | asymmetrical. 
machicolation, recess, window, nonchalantly, listlessly, sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
opening, crenelle, battlement, dent, unconcernedly, uninterestedly, protection, motherly; (n) housing. 


casement. neutrally, middlingly, casually, 
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"That cannot endure," said Ivanhoe; "if they press not right on to carry the 
castle by pure force of arms, the archery may avail but little against stone walls 
and bulwarks. Look for the Knight of the Fetterlock, fair Rebecca, and see how 
he bears himself; for as the leader is, so will his followers be." 


"I see him not," said Rebecca. 


"Foul craven!" exclaimed Ivanhoe; "does he blench from the helm when the 
wind blows highest?" 


"He blenches not! he blenches not!" said Rebecca, "I see him now; he leads a 
body of men close under the outer barrier of the barbican. They pull down the 
piles and palisades; they hew down the barriers with axes.--His high black 
plume floats abroad over the throng, like a raven over the field of the slain.-- 
They have made a breach in the barriers--they rush in--they are thrust back!-- 
Front-de-Boeuf heads the defenders; I see his gigantic form above the press. 
They throng again to the breach, and the pass is disputed hand to hand, and man 
to man. God of Jacob! it is the meeting of two fierce tides--the conflict of two 
oceans moved by adverse winds!" 


She turned her head from the lattice, as if unable longer to endure a sight so 
terrible. 


"Look forth again, Rebecca," said Ivanhoe, mistaking the cause of her 
retiring; "the archery must in some degree have ceased, since they are now 
fighting hand to hand.--Look again, there is now less danger." 


Rebecca again looked forth, and almost immediately exclaimed, "Holy 
prophets of the law! Front-de-Boeuf and the Black Knight fight hand to hand on 
the breach, amid the roar of their followers, who watch the progress of the strife-- 
Heaven strike with the cause of the oppressed and of the captive!" She then 
uttered a loud shriek, and exclaimed, "He is down!--he is down!" 


"Who is down?" cried Ivanhoe; "for our dear Lady's sake, tell me which has 
fallen?" 

"The Black Knight," answered Rebecca, faintly; then instantly again shouted 
with joyful eagerness--"But no--but no!--the name of the Lord of Hosts be 


Thesaurus 
bulwarks: (n) breakwater, barrier. shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, (v) pride, pluck, dress, preen. 
disputed: (adj) moot, disputable, hilt, halm; (v) helmet. throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, flock, 
opposed, open to discussion, mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, press; (n) multitude, host, horde, 
uncertain, dubious, doubtful, mistake, imbroglio, mass, assembly, concourse. 
debatable. misinterpretation, misconstruction, ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 
endure: (adj, n, v) continue, support; misapprehension, misconstrual, disperse. 
(n, v) bear, suffer, stand, be; (v) interpretation, misreading; (adj) thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
accept, undergo, allow, stay, tolerate. mistaken, misleading. shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
ANTONYMS: (v) perish, die, break, oceans: (n) ocean, load, lot, bushel, (v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia. 
fall, discontinue, crumble, end, enjoy, mass, stack, mountain, heap. uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
resign, quit, collapse. plume: (n) feather, plumage, quill, verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 


helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, panache, aigrette, crest, feathering; oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 
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blessed!--he is on foot again, and fights as if there were twenty men's strength in 
his single arm --His sword is broken--he snatches an axe from a yeoman--he 
presses Front-de-Boeuf with blow on blow--The giant stoops and totters like an 
oak under the steel of the woodman--he falls --he falls!" 


"Front-de-Boeuf?" exclaimed Ivanhoe. 


"Front-de-Boeuf!" answered the Jewess; "his men rush to the rescue, headed 
by the haughty Templar--their united force compels the champion to pause-- 
They drag Front-de-Boeuf within the walls." 


"The assailants have won the barriers, have they not?" said Ivanhoe. 


"They have--they have!" exclaimed Rebecca--"and they press the besieged 
hard upon the outer wall; some plant ladders, some swarm like bees, and 
endeavour to ascend upon the shoulders of each other--down go stones, beams, 
and trunks of trees upon their heads, and as fast as they bear the wounded to the 
rear, fresh men supply their places in the assault--Great God! hast thou given 
men thine own image, that it should be thus cruelly defaced by the hands of 
their brethren!" 


"Think not of that," said Ivanhoe; "this is no time for such thoughts--Who 
yield?--who push their way?" 

"The ladders are thrown down," replied Rebecca, shuddering; "the soldiers 
lie grovelling under them like crushed reptiles--The besieged have the better." 


"Saint George strike for us!" exclaimed the knight; "do the false yeomen give 
way?" 

"No!" exclaimed Rebecca, "they bear themselves right yeomanly --the Black 
Knight approaches the postern with his huge axe --the thundering blows which 
he deals, you may hear them above all the din and shouts of the battle--Stones 
and beams are hailed down on the bold champion--he regards them no more 
than if they were thistle-down or feathers!" 


"By Saint John of Acre," said Ivanhoe, raising himself joyfully on his couch, 
"methought there was but one man in England that might do such a deed!" 


Thesaurus 

cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, strive. jumpy, quaking, shivery, bumpy. 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, servile, snatches: (n) grasp, gain, catch. 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) bitterly. | obsequious, low, wormlike, swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, earthbred. drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, v) 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, regards: (v) regard, esteem, respect, mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
peacefully, humanely, consideration, honor, motive; (adj) ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few. 
compassionately, sensitively, abord, devoir; (n) greeting, relation, trunks: (n) short pants, pants, luggage, 
respectfully, innocently, genially. duty. Jockey shorts, Jamaica shorts, 

endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, Bermuda shorts, bathing trunks, 
trial, try, enterprise, striving, shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n)cold bathing suit, costume, drawers, 


contribution, braving; (v) exert, sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, shaky, swimming trunks. 
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"The postern gate shakes," continued Rebecca; "it crashes--it is splintered by 
his blows--they rush in--the outwork is won--Oh, God!--they hurl the defenders 
from the battlements--they throw them into the moat--O men, if ye be indeed 
men, spare them that can resist no longer!" 


"The bridge--the bridge which communicates with the castle --have they won 
that pass?" exclaimed Ivanhoe. 


"No," replied Rebecca, "The Templar has destroyed the plank on which they 
crossed--few of the defenders escaped with him into the castle-- the shrieks and 
cries which you hear tell the fate of the others--Alas!--I see it is still more difficult 
to look upon victory than upon battle." 


"What do they now, maiden?" said Ivanhoe; "look forth yet again --this is no 
time to faint at bloodshed." 


"It is over for the time," answered Rebecca; "our friends strengthen 
themselves within the outwork which they have mastered, and it affords them so 
good a shelter from the foemen's shot, that the garrison only bestow a few bolts 
on it from interval to interval, as if rather to disquiet than effectually to injure 
them." 


"Our friends," said Wilfred, "will surely not abandon an enterprise so 
gloriously begun and so happily attained.--O no! I will put my faith in the good 
knight whose axe hath rent heart-of-oak and bars of iron.--Singular," he again 
muttered to himself, "if there be two who can do a deed of such derring-do! A 
fetterlock, and a shacklebolt on a field sable--what may that mean?--seest thou 
nought else, Rebecca, by which the Black Knight may be distinguished?" 


"Nothing," said the Jewess; "all about him is black as the wing of the night 
raven. Nothing can I spy that can mark him further --but having once seen him 
put forth his strength in battle, methinks I could know him again among a 
thousand warriors. He rushes to the fray as if he were summoned to a banquet. 
There is more than mere strength, there seems as if the whole soul and spirit of 
the champion were given to every blow which he deals upon his enemies. God 


Thesaurus 
derring-do: (n) valor, gallantry. fray: (n) conflict, action, fight, combat, beaten. 
disquiet: (v) discompose, perturb; (n, disturbance, fracas, scrap; (n, v) splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, 
v) worry, alarm, trouble, disorder, affray, broil; (v) rub, fret. pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, 
dismay, discomfort, concern; (n) gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 
anxiety, apprehension. ANTONYMS: magnificently, illustriously, plastered. 
(n) reassurance, quiet, tranquility, marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, strengthen: (v) confirm, corroborate, 
serenity, calmness, optimism; (v) gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, brace, enhance, encourage, 
soothe, settle, relax, compose, renownedly. invigorate, intensify, fortify, toughen, 
tranquilize. mastered: (adj) down pat, low, stiffen, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, loose, downhearted, perfecter, dispirited, undermine, damage, sap, decrease, 
on the loose, runaway, easy, wild; (n) depressed, declining, downcast, atrophy, demoralize, dilute, 


freer; (v) escaping. down in the mouth, cut down, diminish, exhaust, reduce. 
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assoilize him of the sin of bloodshed! --it is fearful, yet magnificent, to behold 
how the arm and heart of one man can triumph over hundreds." 


"Rebecca," said Ivanhoe, "thou hast painted a hero; surely they rest but to 
refresh their force, or to provide the means of crossing the moat--Under such a 
leader as thou hast spoken this knight to be, there are no craven fears, no cold- 
blooded delays, no yielding up a gallant emprize; since the difficulties which 
render it arduous render it also glorious. I swear by the honour of my house--I 
vow by the name of my bright lady-love, I would endure ten years' captivity to 
fight one day by that good knight's side in such a quarrel as this!" 


"Alas," said Rebecca, leaving her station at the window, and approaching the 
couch of the wounded knight, "this impatient yearning after action--this 
struggling with and repining at your present weakness, will not fail to injure 
your returning health --How couldst thou hope to inflict wounds on others, ere 
that be healed which thou thyself hast received?" 


"Rebecca," he replied, "thou knowest not how impossible it is for one trained 
to actions of chivalry to remain passive as a priest, or a woman, when they are 
acting deeds of honour around him. The love of battle is the food upon which 
we live--the dust of the 'melee' is the breath of our nostrils! We live not--we wish 
not to live--longer than while we are victorious and renowned --Such, maiden, 
are the laws of chivalry to which we are sworn, and to which we offer all that we 
hold dear." 


"Alas!" said the fair Jewess, "and what is it, valiant knight, save an offering of 
sacrifice to a demon of vain glory, and a passing through the fire to Moloch?-- 
What remains to you as the prize of all the blood you have spilled--of all the 
travail and pain you have endured--of all the tears which your deeds have 
caused, when death hath broken the strong man's spear, and overtaken the speed 
of his war-horse?" 


"What remains?" cried Ivanhoe; "Glory, maiden, glory! which gilds our 
sepulchre and embalms our name." 


Thesaurus 
bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; (adj) thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) exhaust, nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, kill. pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) repining: (n) regret, plaintive, disinterested; (n) dislike, 
friendliness. lamenting, mourning, grief, disinclination, apathy. 
cold-blooded: (adj) emotionless, mournful; (v) taking on; (adj) yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
hardhearted, unfeeling, inhuman, regretful. supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
callous, cruel, stony, heartless, sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
ruthless, unsympathetic, savage. monument, repository, crypt, docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
nostrils: (n) naris, nose. sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, bier; (adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, (v) inter, bury. rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 


update, comfort, regenerate, yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, unyielding, rebellious. 
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"Glory?" continued Rebecca; "alas, is the rusted mail which hangs as a 
hatchment over the champion's dim and mouldering tomb--is the defaced 
sculpture of the inscription which the ignorant monk can hardly read to the 
enquiring pilgrim--are these sufficient rewards for the sacrifice of every kindly 
affection, for a life spent miserably that ye may make others miserable? Or is 
there such virtue in the rude rhymes of a wandering bard, that domestic love, 
kindly affection, peace and happiness, are so wildly bartered, to become the hero 
of those ballads which vagabond minstrels sing to drunken churls over their 
evening ale?" 


"By the soul of Hereward?" replied the knight impatiently, "thou speakest, 
maiden, of thou knowest not what. Thou wouldst quench the pure light of 
chivalry, which alone distinguishes the noble from the base, the gentle knight 
from the churl and the savage; which rates our life far, far beneath the pitch of 
our honour; raises us victorious over pain, toil, and suffering, and teaches us to 
fear no evil but disgrace. Thou art no Christian, Rebecca; and to thee are 
unknown those high feelings which swell the bosom of a noble maiden when her 
lover hath done some deed of emprize which sanctions his flame. Chivalry!-- 
why, maiden, she is the nurse of pure and high affection--the stay of the 
oppressed, the redresser of grievances, the curb of the power of the tyrant -- 
Nobility were but an empty name without her, and liberty finds the best 
protection in her lance and her sword." 


"I am, indeed," said Rebecca, "sprung from a race whose courage was 
distinguished in the defence of their own land, but who warred not, even while 
yet a nation, save at the command of the Deity, or in defending their country 
from oppression. The sound of the trumpet wakes Judah no longer, and her 
despised children are now but the unresisting victims of hostile and military 
oppression. Well hast thou spoken, Sir Knight,--until the God of Jacob shall raise 
up for his chosen people a second Gideon, or a new Maccabeus, it ill beseemeth 
the Jewish damsel to speak of battle or of war." 


The high-minded maiden concluded the argument in a tone of sorrow, which 
deeply expressed her sense of the degradation of her people, embittered perhaps 


Thesaurus 

enquiring: (v) inquire, enquire; (adv) profusely, contentedly. redresser: (n) correction, 
enquiringly. oppression: (n, v) hardship, grievance; indemnification, amendment. 

hatchment: (n) trophy, tablet, stone, (n) injustice, despotism, weight, unresisting: (adj) nonresisting, meek, 
slab, achievement, monument. stress, doldrums; (adj, n) abuse, inactive, submissive, resistless, 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, tyranny, dictatorship, autocracy. supine, resigned, overpowering, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, ANTONYMS: (n) democracy, ease, servile, subdued, suffering. 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, freedom, liberty. ANTONYM: (adj) rebellious. 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 
hopefully, brightly, affluently, chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 


enthusiastically, fortunately, light. inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled. 
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by the idea that Ivanhoe considered her as one not entitled to interfere in a case 
of honour, and incapable of entertaining or expressing sentiments of honour and 
generosity. 


"How little he knows this bosom," she said, "to imagine that cowardice or 
meanness of soul must needs be its guests, because I have censured the fantastic 
chivalry of the Nazarenes! Would to heaven that the shedding of mine own 
blood, drop by drop, could redeem the captivity of Judah! Nay, would to God it 
could avail to set free my father, and this his benefactor, from the chains of the 
oppressor! The proud Christian should then see whether the daughter of God's 
chosen people dared not to die as bravely as the vainest Nazarene maiden, that 
boasts her descent from some petty chieftain of the rude and frozen north!" 


She then looked towards the couch of the wounded knight. 


"He sleeps," she said; "nature exhausted by sufferance and the waste of 
spirits, his wearied frame embraces the first moment of temporary relaxation to 
sink into slumber. Alas! is it a crime that I should look upon him, when it may 
be for the last time? --When yet but a short space, and those fair features will be 
no longer animated by the bold and buoyant spirit which forsakes them not even 
in sleep!--When the nostril shall be distended, the mouth agape, the eyes fixed 
and bloodshot; and when the proud and noble knight may be trodden on by the 
lowest caitiff of this accursed castle, yet stir not when the heel is lifted up against 
him!--And my father!--oh, my father! evil is it with his daughter, when his grey 
hairs are not remembered because of the golden locks of youth!--What know I 
but that these evils are the messengers of Jehovah's wrath to the unnatural child, 
who thinks of a stranger's captivity before a parent's? who forgets the desolation 
of Judah, and looks upon the comeliness of a Gentile and a stranger?--But I will 
tear this folly from my heart, though every fibre bleed as I rend it away!" 


She wrapped herself closely in her veil, and sat down at a distance from the 
couch of the wounded knight, with her back turned towards it, fortifying, or 
endeavouring to fortify her mind, not only against the impending evils from 
without, but also against those treacherous feelings which assailed her from 
within. 


Thesaurus 

agape: (adj, v) aghast; (adj, n) gaping; secure, buttress, encourage, reinforce, fluffing, effusion, moulting, 

(adj) spellbound, open, bewildered, enhance. ANTONYMS: (v) subdue, biological process, desquamation, 

dumbfounded; (n) Holy Thursday, disarm, enfeeble, demoralize, sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 

Good Friday, fellow feeling; (v) undermine. (adj) flaking. 

breathless, all agog. hairs: (1) hair. sufferance: (n) allowance, patience, 
bloodshot: (n) inflamed. nostril: (7) flue, chimney, funnel, permission, forbearance, leave, 
distended: (adj) inflated, bloated, weasand, nozzle, port, throat, toleration, suffering, resignation, 

turgid, puffed, bombastic, distent, trachea, naris, anterior naris, nare. acceptance; (n, v) tolerance; (adj, v) 

expanded, enlarged; (adj, v) puffy; (v) rend: (v) pull, lacerate, break, divide,  supportance. 

blowzy, bigswoln. rive, tear, disrupt, mangle; (n, v) rip, wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; split, slash. fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 


(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, shedding: (n) molting, abscission, haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 
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CHAPTER XXX 


Approach the chamber, look upon his bed. 
His is the passing of no peaceful ghost, 
Which, as the lark arises to the sky, 
'Mid morning's sweetest breeze and softest dew, 
Is wing'd to heaven by good men's sighs and tears! — 
Anselm parts otherwise. 
Old Play 


During the interval of quiet which followed the first success of the besiegers, 
while the one party was preparing to pursue their advantage, and the other to 
strengthen their means of defence, the Templar and De Bracy held brief council 
together in the hall of the castle. 


"Where is Front-de-Boeuf?" said the latter, who had superintended the 
defence of the fortress on the other side; "men say he hath been slain." 


"He lives," said the Templar, coolly, "lives as yet; but had he worn the bull's 
head of which he bears the name, and ten plates of iron to fence it withal, he 
must have gone down before yonder fatal axe. Yet a few hours, and Front-de- 
Boeuf is with his fathers--a powerful limb lopped off Prince John's enterprise." 


Thesaurus 
breeze: (n) breath, air, gust, gale, deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; interval: (n) intermission, interruption, 
flurry, zephyr, rumor, wind, blow, (adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj) distance, break, interlude, hiatus, 
bise; (v) move. harmless, nourishing, healthful, interim, pause, period, respite, gap. 
coolly: (adv) quietly, composedly, benign, uncritical, mild. ANTONYM: (n) intensification. 
coldly, collectedly, nonchalantly, fence: (n, v) hedge, wall, bar; (n) lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic, 
placidly, serenely, chilly, steadily, barrier, hurdle, pale, boundary; (v) caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
frostily, frigidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) quibble, enclose, parry, contend. gambol; (v) rollick. 
nervously, anxiously, agitatedly, ANTONYMS: (v) challenge, face, withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
expressively, boisterously, confront. notwithstanding, however, even so, 
enthusiastically. ghost: (n, v) apparition, specter; (n) all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, shade, spirit, demon, soul, spook, likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 


disastrous, destructive, dangerous, spectre, goblin, appearance, monster. enough. 
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"And a brave addition to the kingdom of Satan," said De Bracy; "this comes of 
reviling saints and angels, and ordering images of holy things and holy men to 
be flung down on the heads of these rascaille yeomen." 


"Go to--thou art a fool," said the Templar; "thy superstition is upon a level 
with Front-de-Boeuf's want of faith; neither of you can render a reason for your 
belief or unbelief." 


"Benedicite, Sir Templar," replied De Bracy, "pray you to keep better rule 
with your tongue when I am the theme of it. By the Mother of Heaven, I am a 
better Christian man than thou and thy fellowship; for the 'bruit' goeth shrewdly 
out, that the most holy Order of the Temple of Zion nurseth not a few heretics 
within its bosom, and that Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert is of the number." 


"Care not thou for such reports," said the Templar; "but let us think of making 
good the castle.--How fought these villain yeomen on thy side?" 


"Like fiends incarnate," said De Bracy. "They swarmed close up to the walls, 
headed, as I think, by the knave who won the prize at the archery, for I knew his 
horn and baldric. And this is old Fitzurse's boasted policy, encouraging these 
malapert knaves to rebel against us! Had I not been armed in proof, the villain 
had marked me down seven times with as little remorse as if I had been a buck in 
season. He told every rivet on my armour with a cloth-yard shaft, that rapped 
against my ribs with as little compunction as if my bones had been of iron--But 
that I wore a shirt of Spanish mail under my plate-coat, I had been fairly sped." 


"But you maintained your post?" said the Templar. "We lost the outwork on 
our part." 


"That is a shrewd loss," said De Bracy; "the knaves will find cover there to 
assault the castle more closely, and may, if not well watched, gain some 
unguarded corner of a tower, or some forgotten window, and so break in upon 
us. Our numbers are too few for the defence of every point, and the men 
complain that they can nowhere show themselves, but they are the mark for as 
many arrows as a parish-butt on a holyday even. Front-de-Boeuf is dying too, so 
we Shall receive no more aid from his bull's head and brutal strength. How think 


Thesaurus 
compunction: (n) repentance, remorse, reproachful, insulting, scurrilous; (n, religion, old wives' tale, superstitious 
contrition, qualm, penance, regret, v) revile, abuse, dishonor; (v) abusive notion, lore, folklore, fanaticism, 
compassion, rue, scruple, sorrow, language; (n) calumny, censure. fallacy, belief, magic. ANTONYMS: 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) hardness, rivet: (v) focus, concentrate, clinch, (n) science, truth. 
indifference, meanness, fascinate, center, absorb, engross, unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 
remorselessness. enthrall; (adj) nail, pin, clamp. incautious, defenseless, careless, 
holyday: (n) feast. shrewdly: (adv) sagaciously, smartly, unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
malapert: (adj) impertinent, fresh, brightly, sharply, craftily, cunningly, undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
flippant, saucy, pert, cavalier, sassy, _ perceptively, cleverly, artfully, thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
impudent; (n) jackanapes, minx, cannily, wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) (adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
saucebox. foolishly, innocently, ineptly, naively. guarded, armed, invulnerable, 


reviling: (adj) opprobrious, insolent, superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, secure. 
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you, Sir Brian, were we not better make a virtue of necessity, and compound 
with the rogues by delivering up our prisoners?" 


"How?" exclaimed the Templar; "deliver up our prisoners, and stand an 
object alike of ridicule and execration, as the doughty warriors who dared by a 
night-attack to possess themselves of the persons of a party of defenceless 
travellers, yet could not make good a strong castle against a vagabond troop of 
outlaws, led by swineherds, jesters, and the very refuse of mankind?--Shame on 
thy counsel, Maurice de Bracy!--The ruins of this castle shall bury both my body 
and my shame, ere I consent to such base and dishonourable composition." 


"Let us to the walls, then," said De Bracy, carelessly; "that man never breathed, 
be he Turk or Templar, who held life at lighter rate than I do. But I trust there is 
no dishonour in wishing I had here some two scores of my gallant troop of Free 
Companions? --Oh, my brave lances! if ye knew but how hard your captain were 
this day bested, how soon should I see my banner at the head of your clump of 
spears! And how short while would these rabble villains stand to endure your 
encounter!" 


"Wish for whom thou wilt," said the Templar, "but let us make what defence 
we can with the soldiers who remain--They are chiefly Front-de-Boeuf's 
followers, hated by the English for a thousand acts of insolence and oppression." 


"The better," said De Bracy; "the rugged slaves will defend themselves to the 
last drop of their blood, ere they encounter the revenge of the peasants without. 
Let us up and be doing, then, Brian de Bois-Guilbert; and, live or die, thou shalt 
see Maurice de Bracy bear himself this day as a gentleman of blood and lineage." 


"To the walls!" answered the Templar; and they both ascended the 
battlements to do all that skill could dictate, and manhood accomplish, in 
defence of the place. They readily agreed that the point of greatest danger was 
that opposite to the outwork of which the assailants had possessed themselves. 
The castle, indeed, was divided from that barbican by the moat, and it was 
impossible that the besiegers could assail the postern-door, with which the 
outwork corresponded, without surmounting that obstacle; but it was the 
opinion both of the Templar and De Bracy, that the besiegers, if governed by the 


Thesaurus 
bested: (adj) beaten, outdone. execration: (n) curse, malediction, rabble: (n) crowd, masses, trash, herd, 
clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) lump, anathema, denunciation, canaille, people, rout, ragtag, horde, 
group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, clod, imprecation, cuss, malison, gang, riffraff. 
ball; (v) plod. abomination, odium, abhorrence, rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, ragged; 
delivering: (adv) deliverly; (n) detestation. (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, broken, 
childbirth, presentation; (adj) governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; robust, hilly, strong, craggy. 
unfailing. (adv) under. ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, 
dictate: (n, v) command, charge, order, obstacle: (n, v) hindrance, difficulty, smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
decree; (n) bidding, behest, edict; (v) block, check, interruption, delay; (n) feeble. 
bid, prescribe, rule, ordain. drawback, barrier, hitch, obstruction, troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
ANTONYMS: (v) request, ask, bar. ANTONYMS: (n) asset, aid, band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 


record; (n, v) obey. advantage, boost, incentive. horde; (n, v) flock. 
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same policy their leader had already displayed, would endeavour, by a 
formidable assault, to draw the chief part of the defenders' observation to this 
point, and take measures to avail themselves of every negligence which might 
take place in the defence elsewhere. To guard against such an evil, their 
numbers only permitted the knights to place sentinels from space to space along 
the walls in communication with each other, who might give the alarm whenever 
danger was threatened. Meanwhile, they agreed that De Bracy should command 
the defence at the postern, and the Templar should keep with him a score of men 
or thereabouts as a body of reserve, ready to hasten to any other point which 
might be suddenly threatened. The loss of the barbican had also this unfortunate 
effect, that, notwithstanding the superior height of the castle walls, the besieged 
could not see from them, with the same precision as before, the operations of the 
enemy; for some straggling underwood approached so near the sallyport of the 
outwork, that the assailants might introduce into it whatever force they thought 
proper, not only under cover, but even without the knowledge of the defenders. 
Utterly uncertain, therefore, upon what point the storm was to burst, De Bracy 
and his companion were under the necessity of providing against every possible 
contingency, and their followers, however brave, experienced the anxious 
dejection of mind incident to men enclosed by enemies, who possessed the 
power of choosing their time and mode of attack. 


Meanwhile, the lord of the beleaguered and endangered castle lay upon a bed 
of bodily pain and mental agony. He had not the usual resource of bigots in that 
superstitious period, most of whom were wont to atone for the crimes they were 
guilty of by liberality to the church, stupefying by this means their terrors by the 
idea of atonement and forgiveness; and although the refuge which success thus 
purchased, was no more like to the peace of mind which follows on sincere 
repentance, than the turbid stupefaction procured by opium resembles healthy 
and natural slumbers, it was still a state of mind preferable to the agonies of 
awakened remorse. But among the vices of Front-de-Boeuf, a hard and griping 
man, avarice was predominant; and he preferred setting church and churchmen 
at defiance, to purchasing from them pardon and absolution at the price of 
treasure and of manors. Nor did the Templar, an infidel of another stamp, justly 


Thesaurus 
atonement: (n) amends, reparation, stupefaction: (adj, n) stupor; (n) approximately, in the region of, more 
satisfaction, compensation, penance, astonishment, daze, amazement, or less, something like, almost, so; 
redress, redemption, reconciliation, shock, bewilderment, perplexity, (adv, n) hereabouts. 
recompense, propitiation, penitence. surprise, awe, grogginess, turbid: (adj, v) thick; (adj) murky, 
griping: (adj) gripping, dissatisfied, semiconsciousness. opaque, cloudy, dirty, misty, foggy, 
greedy, ardent, discontented, stupefying: (adj) astounding, amazing, mirky, feculent, vaporous, nebulous. 
covetous, pinching, torminous, staggering, narcotic, miraculous, ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 
disgruntled; (n) wring; (v) grudging. stupefyingly, inconceivable, underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
opium: (v) poppy, balm, anodyne, stumbling, shocking, incredible, thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
milk, rose water; (adj) anaesthetic torpedinous. ground cover, understorey, copse, 
agent; (n) tobacco, hashish, ether, thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) brushwood, boscage, thick foliage. 


Opie, cocaine. nearly, generally, around, 
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characterise his associate, when he said Front-de-Boeuf could assign no cause for 
his unbelief and contempt for the established faith; for the Baron would have 
alleged that the Church sold her wares too dear, that the spiritual freedom which 
she put up to sale was only to be bought like that of the chief captain of 
Jerusalem, "with a great sum," and Front-de-Boeuf preferred denying the virtue 
of the medicine, to paying the expense of the physician. 


But the moment had now arrived when earth and all his treasures were 
gliding from before his eyes, and when the savage Baron's heart, though hard as 
a nether millstone, became appalled as he gazed forward into the waste 
darkness of futurity. The fever of his body aided the impatience and agony of 
his mind, and his death-bed exhibited a mixture of the newly awakened feelings 
of horror, combating with the fixed and inveterate obstinacy of his disposition;--a 
fearful state of mind, only to be equalled in those tremendous regions, where 
there are complaints without hope, remorse without repentance, a dreadful sense 
of present agony, and a presentiment that it cannot cease or be diminished! 


"Where be these dog-priests now," growled the Baron, "who set such price on 
their ghostly mummery?--where be all those unshod Carmelites, for whom old 
Front-de-Boeuf founded the convent of St Anne, robbing his heir of many a fair 
rood of meadow, and many a fat field and close--where be the greedy hounds 
now?--Swilling, I warrant me, at the ale, or playing their juggling tricks at the 
bedside of some miserly churl.--Me, the heir of their founder --me, whom their 
foundation binds them to pray for--me --ungrateful villains as they are!--they 
suffer to die like the houseless dog on yonder common, unshriven and 
unhouseled!--Tell the Templar to come hither--he is a priest, and may do 
something --But no!--as well confess myself to the devil as to Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, who recks neither of heaven nor of hell.--I have heard old men talk of 
prayer--prayer by their own voice--Such need not to court or to bribe the false 
priest--But I--I dare not!" 


"Lives Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," said a broken and shrill voice close by his 
bedside, "to say there is that which he dares not!" 


Thesaurus 
exhibited: (adj) ostensible, avowed, prestigiatory. apprehension, feeling, foreboding, 
apparent, declared. millstone: (n) load, weight, tax, anticipation, intuition, boding, 
futurity: (n) hereafter, futurition, liability, encumbrance, hindrance, suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) omen. 
timing, millennium, offing, future handicap, impediment, albatross, unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
tense, afterlife, time to come; (v) Int Millstone grit; (adj) lead. skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
he womb of time. ANTONYMS: (n) miserly: (adj) mean, close, misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, heresy, 
past, pastness. parsimonious, closefisted, grasping, suspicion, misgiving. ANTONYM: 
houseless: (adj) unhoused. mingy, tight, measly, penurious; (adj, (n) faith. 
juggling: (n) jugglery, performance, adv) niggardly; (adv) ungenerous. unshod: (adj) barefoot, barefooted, 
rearrangement, prestidigitation, ANTONYMS: (adj) extravagant, discalceate, shoeless, not shod, 
deception, cheating, legerdemain, graceful. unshoed. ANTONYMS: (adj) shod, 


hocus-pocus; (adj) prestigious, presentiment: (n) premonition, hunch, calced. 
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The evil conscience and the shaken nerves of Front-de-Boeuf heard, in this 
strange interruption to his soliloquy, the voice of one of those demons, who, as 
the superstition of the times believed, beset the beds of dying men to distract 
their thoughts, and turn them from the meditations which concerned their 
eternal welfare. He shuddered and drew himself together; but, instantly 
summoning up his wonted resolution, he exclaimed, "Who is there? --what art 
thou, that darest to echo my words in a tone like that of the night-raven?--Come 
before my couch that I may see thee." 


"I am thine evil angel, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," replied the voice. 


"Let me behold thee then in thy bodily shape, if thou best indeed a fiend," 
replied the dying knight; "think not that I will blench from thee.--By the eternal 
dungeon, could I but grapple with these horrors that hover round me, as I have 
done with mortal dangers, heaven or hell should never say that I shrunk from 
the conflict!" 


"Think on thy sins, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," said the almost unearthly voice, 
"on rebellion, on rapine, on murder!--Who stirred up the licentious John to war 
against his grey-headed father--against his generous brother?" 


"Be thou fiend, priest, or devil," replied Front-de-Boeuf, "thou liest in thy 
throat!--Not I stirred John to rebellion--not I alone--there were fifty knights and 
barons, the flower of the midland counties--better men never laid lance in rest-- 
And must I answer for the fault done by fifty?--False fiend, I defy thee! Depart, 
and haunt my couch no more--let me die in peace if thou be mortal--if thou be a 
demon, thy time is not yet come." 


"In peace thou shalt NOT die," repeated the voice; "even in death shalt thou 
think on thy murders--on the groans which this castle has echoed-- on the blood 
that is engrained in its floors!" 


"Thou canst not shake me by thy petty malice," answered Front-de-Boeuf, 
with a ghastly and constrained laugh. "The infidel Jew--it was merit with heaven 
to deal with him as I did, else wherefore are men canonized who dip their hands 
in the blood of Saracens?--The Saxon porkers, whom I have slain, they were the 


Thesaurus 

canonized: (adj) glorified, authorized. hover: (v) fly, hang, float, poise, unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, vacillate, flutter, brood, drift, glide, uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, waver; (adj) boggle. preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, rapine: (n) rape, plunder, pillage, spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) brigandage, robbery, pillaging, ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, physical, 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) despoliation, rapacity, raven, acceptable, normal, human. 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, despoilment; (v) razzia. wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
delightful. shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, withered, shrivelled, shriveled, general, conventional, routine; (n) 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish. accustomed, common, regular. 


struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) hook; soliloquy: (n) language, oral 
(n) grappling. communication, apostrophe. 
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foes of my country, and of my lineage, and of my liege lord. --Ho! ho! thou seest 
there is no crevice in my coat of plate --Art thou fled?--art thou silenced?" 


"No, foul parricide!" replied the voice; "think of thy father! --think of his 
death!--think of his banquet-room flooded with his gore, and that poured forth 
by the hand of a son!" 


"Ha!" answered the Baron, after a long pause, "an thou knowest that, thou art 
indeed the author of evil, and as omniscient as the monks call thee!--That secret I 
deemed locked in my own breast, and in that of one besides--the temptress, the 
partaker of my guilt.--Go, leave me, fiend! and seek the Saxon witch Ulrica, who 
alone could tell thee what she and I alone witnessed. --Go, I say, to her, who 
washed the wounds, and straighted the corpse, and gave to the slain man the 
outward show of one parted in time and in the course of nature--Go to her, she 
was my temptress, the foul provoker, the more foul rewarder, of the deed --let 
her, as well as I, taste of the tortures which anticipate hell!" 


"She already tastes them," said Ulrica, stepping before the couch of Front-de- 
Boeuf; "she hath long drunken of this cup, and its bitterness is now sweetened to 
see that thou dost partake it. --Grind not thy teeth, Front-de-Boeuf--roll not thine 
eyes --clench not thine hand, nor shake it at me with that gesture of menace!--The 
hand which, like that of thy renowned ancestor who gained thy name, could 
have broken with one stroke the skull of a mountain-bull, is now unnerved and 
powerless as mine own!" 


"Vile murderous hag!" replied Front-de-Boeuf; "detestable screech-owl! it is 
then thou who art come to exult over the ruins thou hast assisted to lay low?" 


"Ay, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf," answered she, "it is Ulrica!--it is the daughter 
of the murdered Torquil Wolfganger!--it is the sister of his slaughtered sons!--it is 
she who demands of thee, and of thy father's house, father and kindred, name 
and fame --all that she has lost by the name of Front-de-Boeuf!--Think of my 
wrongs, Front-de-Boeuf, and answer me if I speak not truth. Thou hast been my 
evil angel, and I will be thine--I will dog thee till the very instant of dissolution!" 


Thesaurus 
crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, feeble, incapable, ineffective, palatable. 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, ineffectual, infirm, inefficient, temptress: (n) Delilah, enchantress, 
hole, fracture. nerveless, weak, prostrate. femme fatale, woman, seductress, 
exult: (v) rejoice, triumph, cheer, glory, ANTONYMS: (adj) powerful, strong, vamp, adult female, flirt, sorceress, 
chuckle, crow, jubilate, brag, boast, effective, capable, able. female. 
celebrate; (n, v) delight. provoker: (n) instigant, firebrand, unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) enervated, 
ANTONYMS: (v) grieve, mourn, inciter, bad hat, invader, initiator, afraid, alarmed, anxious, fearful, 
bemoan. ringleader, brand, attacker, assailant, hysterical, scared, tense, terrified, 
omniscient: (adj) learned, agent provocateur. timid. ANTONYM: (adj) confident. 
knowledgeable, infinitely wise, sweetened: (adj) sugared, syrupy, witch: (n) hag, pythoness, sorceress, 
almighty, divine, wise, infallible. perfumed, scented, seraphic, sickly, enchantress, magician, lamia; (v) 


powerless: (adj) impotent, unable, sugary, sweet as sugar, tasty, angelic, charm, bewitch, glamour, hex, jinx. 
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"Detestable fury!" exclaimed Front-de-Boeuf, "that moment shalt thou never 
witness--Ho! Giles, Clement, and Eustace! Saint Maur, and Stephen! seize this 
damned witch, and hurl her from the battlements headlong--she has betrayed us 
to the Saxon!--Ho! Saint Maur! Clement! false-hearted, knaves, where tarry ye?" 


"Call on them again, valiant Baron," said the hag, with a smile of grisly 
mockery; "summon thy vassals around thee, doom them that loiter to the 
scourge and the dungeon--But know, mighty chief," she continued, suddenly 
changing her tone, "thou shalt have neither answer, nor aid, nor obedience at 
their hands. --Listen to these horrid sounds," for the din of the recommenced 
assault and defence now rung fearfully loud from the battlements of the castle; 
"in that war-cry is the downfall of thy house--The blood-cemented fabric of 
Front-de-Boeuf's power totters to the foundation, and before the foes he most 
despised! --The Saxon, Reginald!--the scorned Saxon assails thy walls! --Why liest 
thou here, like a worn-out hind, when the Saxon storms thy place of strength?" 


"Gods and fiends!" exclaimed the wounded knight; "O, for one moment's 
strength, to drag myself to the 'melee', and perish as becomes my name!" 


"Think not of it, valiant warrior!" replied she; "thou shalt die no soldier's 
death, but perish like the fox in his den, when the peasants have set fire to the 
cover around it." 


"Hateful hag! thou liest!" exclaimed Front-de-Boeuf; "my followers bear them 
bravely--my walls are strong and high--my comrades in arms fear not a whole 
host of Saxons, were they headed by Hengist and Horsa!--The war-cry of the 
Templar and of the Free Companions rises high over the conflict! And by mine 
honour, when we kindle the blazing beacon, for joy of our defence, it shall 
consume thee, body and bones; and I shall live to hear thou art gone from earthly 
fires to those of that hell, which never sent forth an incarnate fiend more utterly 
diabolical!" 

"Hold thy belief," replied Ulrica, "till the proof reach thee --But, no!" she said, 
interrupting herself, "thou shalt know, even now, the doom, which all thy power, 
strength, and courage, is unable to avoid, though it is prepared for thee by this 
feeble band. Markest thou the smouldering and suffocating vapour which 


Thesaurus 
beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, despicable, repulsive, distasteful, personify, be, body forth. 
pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. loiter: (v) dawdle, dally, tarry, hang 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign. ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, around, prowl; (adj, v) loaf, delay, 
clement: (adj, v) merciful; (adj) nice, benign, desirable. lounge, hesitate; (adv, v) lag; (n, v) 
benevolent, lenient, kind, balmy, horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) leave, lead. 
beneficent, temperate, gentle, gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, suffocating: (adj) choking, oppressive, 
humane, pleasant, forbearing. direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. smothering, close, stifling, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) barbarous, ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, suffocative, suffocatingly, suffocate, 
violent, wintry, unforgiving, mean, appealing, attractive, kind. sultry, stifle, overpowering. 
inclement, harsh, hard, extreme. incarnate: (adj) embodied, bodied, worn-out: (adj) stale, trite, threadbare, 
hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, material, corporeal; (v) materialize, worn, hackneyed, jaded, old, run- 


nasty, abominable, hideous, typify, actualize, substantiate, down, dilapidated, disabled, beat. 
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already eddies in sable folds through the chamber?--Didst thou think it was but 
the darkening of thy bursting eyes--the difficulty of thy cumbered breathing?-- 
No! Front-de-Boeuf, there is another cause--Rememberest thou the magazine of 
fuel that is stored beneath these apartments?" 


"Woman!" he exclaimed with fury, "thou hast not set fire to it? --By heaven, 
thou hast, and the castle is in flames!" 


"They are fast rising at least," said Ulrica, with frightful composure; "and a 
signal shall soon wave to warn the besiegers to press hard upon those who 
would extinguish them.--Farewell, Front-de-Boeuf!--May Mista, Skogula, and 
Zernebock, gods of the ancient Saxons--fiends, as the priests now call them-- 
supply the place of comforters at your dying bed, which Ulrica now 
relinquishes!--But know, if it will give thee comfort to know it, that Ulrica is 
bound to the same dark coast with thyself, the companion of thy punishment as 
the companion of thy guilt.--And now, parricide, farewell for ever!--May each 
stone of this vaulted roof find a tongue to echo that title into thine ear!" 


So saying, she left the apartment; and Front-de-Boeuf could hear the crash of 
the ponderous key, as she locked and double-locked the door behind her, thus 
cutting off the most slender chance of escape. In the extremity of agony he 
shouted upon his servants and allies--"Stephen and Saint Maur!--Clement and 
Giles!--I burn here unaided!--To the rescue--to the rescue, brave Bois-Guilbert, 
valiant De Bracy!--It is Front-de-Boeuf who calls!--It is your master, ye traitor 
squires!--Your ally --your brother in arms, ye perjured and faithless knights!--all 
the curses due to traitors upon your recreant heads, do you abandon me to 
perish thus miserably!--They hear me not--they cannot hear me--my voice is lost 
in the din of battle.--The smoke rolls thicker and thicker--the fire has caught 
upon the floor below--O, for one drought of the air of heaven, were it to be 
purchased by instant annihilation!" And in the mad frenzy of despair, the 
wretch now shouted with the shouts of the fighters, now muttered curses on 
himself, on mankind, and on Heaven itself. --"The red fire flashes through the 
thick smoke!" he exclaimed; "the demon marches against me under the banner of 
his own element --Foul spirit, avoid!--I go not with thee without my comrades -- 


Thesaurus 

bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, faithless: (adj) dishonest, false, purchased: (adj) boughten, not 
chock-full, full, complete, traitorous, treacherous, unfaithful, homemade; (prep) bribed. 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, deceitful, untrustworthy, untrue, recreant: (adj, n) coward, renegade, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. truthless, mendacious, perfidious. poltroon; (adj, adv) cowardly; (n) 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry. ANTONYMS: (adj) loyal, steadfast, apostate, deserter; (adj) disloyal, 

drought: (adj, n) aridity; (n) famine, true, honest. faithless, scary, fearful, dastard. 
parchedness, absence, scarcity, lack, parricide: (n) matricide, slaying, traitor: (n) betrayer, conspirator, 
dryness, desiccation, thirst, drawing, fratricide, feticide, homicide, Judas, renegade, rat, quisling, 
shortage. ANTONYMS: (n) wetness, foeticide, infanticide, murderer; (v) deserter, cheat, collaborationist; (adj) 
deluge, flood, abundance, glut, regicide, uxoricide, vaticide. insurgent, mutineer. ANTONYMS: 
humidity. perjured: (v) perjure; (adj) treacherous, (n) loyalist, patriot. 


eddies: (n) turbulence. untrue, false, mendacious. 
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all, all are thine, that garrison these walls--Thinkest thou Front-de-Boeuf will be 
singled out to go alone?--No--the infidel Templar--the licentious De Bracy--Ulrica, 
the foul murdering strumpet--the men who aided my enterprises--the dog 
Saxons and accursed Jews, who are my prisoners--all, all shall attend me--a 
goodly fellowship as ever took the downward road --Ha, ha, ha!" and he 
laughed in his frenzy till the vaulted roof rang again. "Who laughed there?" 
exclaimed Front-de-Boeuf, in altered mood, for the noise of the conflict did not 
prevent the echoes of his own mad laughter from returning upon his ear --"who 
laughed there?--Ulrica, was it thou?--Speak, witch, and I forgive thee--for, only 
thou or the fiend of hell himself could have laughed at such a moment. Avaunt-- 
avaunt!--" 


But it were impious to trace any farther the picture of the blasphemer and 
parricide's deathbed. 


Thesaurus 


altered: (adj) transformed, changed, fellowship: (n) community, company, impious: (adj) godless, ungodly, 


diversified, varied, distorted, 
affected, castrated, malformed, 
misrepresented, misshapen; (v) 
battered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unaltered, unadjusted. 

blasphemer: (adj) scoffer. 

downward: (adv) underneath, under, 
below, downwards, downwardly, 
beneath, down below; (adj) downcast, 
sloping, depressed, downright. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) up; (adj) rising. 


companionship, communion, 
camaraderie, society, comradeship, 
association, body; (adj, n) familiarity, 
acquaintance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsociability, unfriendliness, 
hostility. 

forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 
remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate. 


disrespectful, profane, unholy, sinful, 
unhallowed, wicked, iniquitous, 
irreligious, irreverent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reverent, devout, restrained, 
good. 

rang: (n) rung. 

trace: (n, v) line, shadow, spot, hunt, 
trail; (n) dash, clue, indication, 
suggestion, sign; (v) pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore; (n) lot, 
overtone. 
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CHAPTER XXXI 


Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more, 
Or, close the wall up with our English dead. --- 
And you, good yeomen, 
Whose limbs were made in England, show us here 
The mettle of your pasture--let us swear 
That you are worth your breeding. 
King Henry V 


Cedric, although not greatly confident in Ulrica's message, omitted not to 
communicate her promise to the Black Knight and Locksley. They were well 
pleased to find they had a friend within the place, who might, in the moment of 
need, be able to facilitate their entrance, and readily agreed with the Saxon that a 
storm, under whatever disadvantages, ought to be attempted, as the only means 
of liberating the prisoners now in the hands of the cruel Front-de-Boeuf. 


"The royal blood of Alfred is endangered," said Cedric. 
"The honour of a noble lady is in peril," said the Black Knight. 


"And, by the Saint Christopher at my baldric," said the good yeoman, "were 
there no other cause than the safety of that poor faithful knave, Wamba, I would 
jeopard a joint ere a hair of his head were hurt." 


Thesaurus 

communicate: (v) express, impart, considerate, libertarian. emancipative, therapeutic. 
advertise, advise, carry, convey, facilitate: (v) aid, ease, help, expedite, mettle: (n) heart, courage, spunk, 
transmit, commune, apprise; (adj, v) mitigate, alleviate, further, advance, fortitude, guts, character, spirit, 
announce, intimate. ANTONYMS: (v) lighten, promote; (n, v) favor. bravery, valor, boldness; (adj, n) 
excommunicate, conceal, suppress. ANTONYMS: (v) hinder, obstruct, pluck. 

cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, block, complicate, delay, hamper, omitted: (adj) absent, forgotten, 
severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, burden, worsen, impede. misplaced, wanting, not there, away, 
brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, jeopard: (n, v) hazard; (n) risk, gone astray, lost, mislaid, gone. 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) adventure, chance, dare, hap, storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, attack, 
merciful, gentle, sympathetic, exposure, danger; (v) jeopardize, assault, charge; (v) fume; (n) shower, 
humane, liberal, compassionate, imperil. blizzard, hurricane, gust. 


charitable, friendly, caring, liberating: (adj) emancipating, ANTONYM: (n) trickle. 
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"And so would I," said the Friar; "what, sirs! I trust well that a fool--I mean, 
d'ye see me, sirs, a fool that is free of his guild and master of his craft, and can 
give as much relish and flavour to a cup of wine as ever a flitch of bacon can--I 
say, brethren, such a fool shall never want a wise clerk to pray for or fight for 
him at a strait, while I can say a mass or flourish a partisan." And with that he 
made his heavy halberd to play around his head as a shepherd boy flourishes 
his light crook. 


"True, Holy Clerk," said the Black Knight, "true as if Saint Dunstan himself 
had said it.--And now, good Locksley, were it not well that noble Cedric should 
assume the direction of this assault?" 


"Not a jot I," returned Cedric; "I have never been wont to study either how to 
take or how to hold out those abodes of tyrannic power, which the Normans 
have erected in this groaning land. I will fight among the foremost; but my 
honest neighbours well know I am not a trained soldier in the discipline of wars, 
or the attack of strongholds." 


"Since it stands thus with noble Cedric," said Locksley, "I am most willing to 
take on me the direction of the archery; and ye shall hang me up on my own 
Trysting-tree, an the defenders be permitted to show themselves over the walls 
without being stuck with as many shafts as there are cloves in a gammon of 
bacon at Christmas." 


"Well said, stout yeoman," answered the Black Knight; "and if I be thought 
worthy to have a charge in these matters, and can find among these brave men as 
many as are willing to follow a true English knight, for so I may surely call 
myself, I am ready, with such skill as my experience has taught me, to lead them 
to the attack of these walls." 


The parts being thus distributed to the leaders, they commenced the first 
assault, of which the reader has already heard the issue. 


When the barbican was carried, the Sable Knight sent notice of the happy 
event to Locksley, requesting him at the same time, to keep such a strict 
observation on the castle as might prevent the defenders from combining their 


Thesaurus 


cloves: (n) mace, nutmeg, oregano, 
cinnamon. 

combining: (n) combination, combine, 
fusion, consolidation, compounding, 
admixture, incorporation, 
association, conjugation; (adj) 
polysynthetic, combined. 

commenced: (v) began, Gan; (adj) 
initiate, present. 

flitch: (n) bacon, fish steak, flick, side 
of bacon; (v) cut. 

foremost: (adj, adv, v) first; (adj, n) 


chief, capital, leading, cardinal, 
principal, main; (adj) best, front, 
central, top. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, 
insignificant, inferior, worst, 
secondary. 

groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly, 
inarticulate. 

guild: (n) club, association, 
corporation, company, society, 
brotherhood, union, gild, league, 
order, fellowship. 

halberd: (n) gisarme, lance, 


tomahawk, javelin, pike, partisan, 
Bowie knife. 

matters: (n) affairs, materials, dealings, 
proceedings. 

shepherd: (n) clergyman, sheepman, 
minister, herdsman, sheepherder, 
priest, presbyter; (v) lead, conduct, 
guide, guard. 

strait: (adj) narrow; (n) pinch, pass, 
inlet, need, channel, crisis, poverty, 
difficulty; (adj, n) quandary; (n, v) 
dilemma. 
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force for a sudden sally, and recovering the outwork which they had lost. This 
the knight was chiefly desirous of avoiding, conscious that the men whom he led, 
being hasty and untrained volunteers, imperfectly armed and unaccustomed to 
discipline, must, upon any sudden attack, fight at great disadvantage with the 
veteran soldiers of the Norman knights, who were well provided with arms both 
defensive and offensive; and who, to match the zeal and high spirit of the 
besiegers, had all the confidence which arises from perfect discipline and the 
habitual use of weapons. 


The knight employed the interval in causing to be constructed a sort of 
floating bridge, or long raft, by means of which he hoped to cross the moat in 
despite of the resistance of the enemy. This was a work of some time, which the 
leaders the less regretted, as it gave Ulrica leisure to execute her plan of 
diversion in their favour, whatever that might be. 


When the raft was completed, the Black Knight addressed the besiegers:--"It 
avails not waiting here longer, my friends; the sun is descending to the west--and 
I have that upon my hands which will not permit me to tarry with you another 
day. Besides, it will be a marvel if the horsemen come not upon us from York, 
unless we speedily accomplish our purpose. Wherefore, one of ye go to Locksley, 
and bid him commence a discharge of arrows on the opposite side of the castle, 
and move forward as if about to assault it; and you, true English hearts, stand by 
me, and be ready to thrust the raft endlong over the moat whenever the postern 
on our side is thrown open. Follow me boldly across, and aid me to burst yon 
sallyport in the main wall of the castle. As many of you as like not this service, 
or are but ill armed to meet it, do you man the top of the outwork, draw your 
bow-strings to your ears, and mind you quell with your shot whatever shall 
appear to man the rampart--Noble Cedric, wilt thou take the direction of those 
which remain?" 


"Not so, by the soul of Hereward!" said the Saxon; "lead I cannot; but may 
posterity curse me in my grave, if I follow not with the foremost wherever thou 
shalt point the way--The quarrel is mine, and well it becomes me to be in the van 
of the battle." 


Thesaurus 

diversion: (n) amusement, wad. unhabituated, untaught; (v) 
entertainment, pastime, deviation, unaccustomed: (adj) new, strange, undisciplined. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
distraction, detour, fun, sport, unusual, inexperienced, unseasoned, trained, expert, professional, 
recreation, digression, deflexion. unacquainted, uncustomary, rare, prepared, accomplished, 

endlong: (adv) at length, along, unfamiliar, unwonted; (adj, v) experienced, mature, educated, 
longitudinally. untrained. ANTONYMS: (adj) competent. 

posterity: (n) race, descendants, issue, familiar, normal, ready, usual, zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (n) fervor, 
offspring, descendant, future, prepared, knowledgeable, enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
generation, progeny, breed, customary. vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
descendent, spat. untrained: (adj) unskilled, fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (n) 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, uneducated, inexperienced, green, apathy, lethargy, patience. 


lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, raw, inexpert, new, unseasoned, 
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"Yet, bethink thee, noble Saxon," said the knight, "thou hast neither hauberk, 
nor corslet, nor aught but that light helmet, target, and sword." 


"The better!" answered Cedric; "I shall be the lighter to climb these walls. 
And,--forgive the boast, Sir Knight,--thou shalt this day see the naked breast of a 
Saxon as boldly presented to the battle as ever ye beheld the steel corslet of a 
Norman." 


"In the name of God, then," said the knight, "fling open the door, and launch 
the floating bridge." 


The portal, which led from the inner-wall of the barbican to the moat, and 
which corresponded with a sallyport in the main wall of the castle, was now 
suddenly opened; the temporary bridge was then thrust forward, and soon 
flashed in the waters, extending its length between the castle and outwork, and 
forming a slippery and precarious passage for two men abreast to cross the moat. 
Well aware of the importance of taking the foe by surprise, the Black Knight, 
closely followed by Cedric, threw himself upon the bridge, and reached the 
opposite side. Here he began to thunder with his axe upon the gate of the castle, 
protected in part from the shot and stones cast by the defenders by the ruins of 
the former drawbridge, which the Templar had demolished in his retreat from 
the barbican, leaving the counterpoise still attached to the upper part of the 
portal. The followers of the knight had no such shelter; two were instantly shot 
with cross-bow bolts, and two more fell into the moat; the others retreated back 
into the barbican. 


The situation of Cedric and of the Black Knight was now truly dangerous, 
and would have been still more so, but for the constancy of the archers in the 
barbican, who ceased not to shower their arrows upon the battlements, 
distracting the attention of those by whom they were manned, and thus 
affording a respite to their two chiefs from the storm of missiles which must 
otherwise have overwhelmed them. But their situation was eminently perilous, 
and was becoming more so with every moment. 


"Shame on ye all!" cried De Bracy to the soldiers around him; "do ye call 
yourselves cross-bowmen, and let these two dogs keep their station under the 


Thesaurus 
boldly: (adj, adv) courageously, offset, counteract, compensate, unexceptionally, unremarkably. 
valiantly, heroically; (adv) fearlessly,  countervail; (adj) ballast. precarious: (adj) dangerous, insecure, 
daringly, bravely, intrepidly, distracting: (adj) unsettling, hazardous, doubtful, unstable, 
impudently, audaciously, vociferous, unruly, troublesome, unsafe, uncertain, delicate, 
shamelessly, brashly. ANTONYMS: __ troublemaking, misleading, disputable, tricky, risky. 
(adv) discreetly, modestly, nervously, embarrassing, divulsive, disruptive; ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, secure, 
hesitantly, shyly, fearfully, meekly, (v) riveting, exciting. certain. 
submissively, secretly, respectfully, eminently: (adv) highly, prominently, respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) 
diffidently. outstandingly, conspicuously, loftily, repose, intermission, recess, break, 
counterpoise: (n) balance, illustriously, preeminently, famously, remission, relief, cessation, 
equilibration, poise, equilibrium, grandly, exaltedly, gloriously. interruption. 


equipoise; (n, v) counterweight; (v) ANTONYMS: (adv) commonly, 
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walls of the castle?--Heave over the coping stones from the battlements, an better 
may not be--Get pick-axe and levers, and down with that huge pinnacle!" 
pointing to a heavy piece of stone carved-work that projected from the parapet. 


At this moment the besiegers caught sight of the red flag upon the angle of 
the tower which Ulrica had described to Cedric. The stout yeoman Locksley was 
the first who was aware of it, as he was hasting to the outwork, impatient to see 
the progress of the assault. 


"Saint George!" he cried, "Merry Saint George for England!--To the charge, 
bold yeomen!--why leave ye the good knight and noble Cedric to storm the pass 
alone?--make in, mad priest, show thou canst fight for thy rosary,--make in, 
brave yeomen!--the castle is ours, we have friends within--See yonder flag, it is 
the appointed signal--Torquilstone is ours!--Think of honour, think of spoil--One 
effort, and the place is ours!" 


With that he bent his good bow, and sent a shaft right through the breast of 
one of the men-at-arms, who, under De Bracy's direction, was loosening a 
fragment from one of the battlements to precipitate on the heads of Cedric and 
the Black Knight. A second soldier caught from the hands of the dying man the 
iron crow, with which he heaved at and had loosened the stone pinnacle, when, 
receiving an arrow through his head-piece, he dropped from the battlements into 
the moat a dead man. The men-at-arms were daunted, for no armour seemed 
proof against the shot of this tremendous archer. 


"Do you give ground, base knaves!" said De Bracy; "Mount joye Saint 
Dennis!'--Give me the lever!" 


And, snatching it up, he again assailed the loosened pinnacle, which was of 
weight enough, if thrown down, not only to have destroyed the remnant of the 
drawbridge, which sheltered the two foremost assailants, but also to have sunk 
the rude float of planks over which they had crossed. All saw the danger, and 
the boldest, even the stout Friar himself, avoided setting foot on the raft. Thrice 
did Locksley bend his shaft against De Bracy, and thrice did his arrow bound 
back from the knight's armour of proof. 


Thesaurus 
avoided: (adj) unpopular. freed, disengaged, extricated, residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, unsnarled. trace, oddment, balance, stub. 
discouraged, frightened, intimidated, loosening: (n) relaxation, unfastening, sheltered: (adj) secure, comfortable, 
disheartened, dismayed, afraid, ease, undoing, liberalization, screened, safe, secluded, cozy, snug, 
abashed, bashful, discomposed. adjustment, alteration, liberalisation, covered, shaded; (adj, v) private; (v) 
impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, easiness; (adj) solutive, laxative. covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, vulnerable, sunny, exposed, public, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. zenith, crown, summit, acme, harsh, bleak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, enduring, heyday, climax, culmination. sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
unenthusiastic, calm, happy, relaxed, ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, bottom, ruined, profound, immersed, 
slow. trough. damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 


loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, up, dashed. 
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"Curse on thy Spanish steel-coat!" said Locksley, "had English smith forged it, 
these arrows had gone through, an as if it had been silk or sendal." He then 
began to call out, "Comrades! friends! noble Cedric! bear back, and let the ruin 
fall." 


His warning voice was unheard, for the din which the knight himself 
occasioned by his strokes upon the postern would have drowned twenty war- 
trumpets. The faithful Gurth indeed sprung forward on the planked bridge, to 
warn Cedric of his impending fate, or to share it with him. But his warning 
would have come too late; the massive pinnacle already tottered, and De Bracy, 
who still heaved at his task, would have accomplished it, had not the voice of 
the Templar sounded close in his ears:-- 


"All is lost, De Bracy, the castle burns." 
"Thou art mad to say so!" replied the knight. 


"It is all in a light flame on the western side. I have striven in vain to 
extinguish it." 

With the stern coolness which formed the basis of his character, Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert communicated this hideous intelligence, which was not so calmly 
received by his astonished comrade. 


"Saints of Paradise!" said De Bracy; "what is to be done? I vow to Saint 
Nicholas of Limoges a candlestick of pure gold--" 


"Spare thy vow," said the Templar, "and mark me. Lead thy men down, as if 
to a sally; throw the postern-gate open--There are but two men who occupy the 
float, fling them into the moat, and push across for the barbican. I will charge 
from the main gate, and attack the barbican on the outside; and if we can regain 
that post, be assured we shall defend ourselves until we are relieved, or at least 
till they grant us fair quarter." 


"It is well thought upon," said De Bracy; "I will play my part --Templar, thou 
wilt not fail me?" 


"Hand and glove, I will not!" said Bois-Guilbert. "But haste thee, in the name 
of God!" 


Thesaurus 

accomplished: (adj) proficient, able, impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, ravage, destruction, damage. 
skillful, gifted, finished, experienced, future, coming, approaching, near, ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
completed, adept, fine, versed, prospective, pending, at hand, save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
competent. ANTONYMS: (adj) upcoming, threatening. (n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
unfinished, amateur, untrained, ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, preservation. 
unskilled, unseasoned, unable, past. strokes: (n) approval, reward, 
inexpert, green, clumsy, bad, regain: (v) retrieve, recoup, recuperate, recognition, prize, acclaim, credit, 
mediocre. reclaim, recapture, redeem, get, brownie points. 

forged: (adj) false, bogus, phony, fake, discover, feel, recall, get back. unheard: (adj) aspirated, atonic, deaf, 
sham, fabricated, mock, spurious, ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, indistinct, involving surds, nonvocal, 
ben trovato, imitative, bad. n) downfall; (v) break, consume, radical, sharp, silent, surd, irrational. 


ANTONYM: (adj) real. demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
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De Bracy hastily drew his men together, and rushed down to the postern-gate, 
which he caused instantly to be thrown open. But scarce was this done ere the 
portentous strength of the Black Knight forced his way inward in despite of De 
Bracy and his followers. Two of the foremost instantly fell, and the rest gave 
way notwithstanding all their leader's efforts to stop them. 


"Dogs!" said De Bracy, "will ye let TWO men win our only pass for safety?" 


"He is the devil!" said a veteran man-at-arms, bearing back from the blows of 
their sable antagonist. 


"And if he be the devil," replied De Bracy, "would you fly from him into the 
mouth of hell?--the castle burns behind us, villains!--let despair give you courage, 
or let me forward! I will cope with this champion myself" 


And well and chivalrous did De Bracy that day maintain the fame he had 
acquired in the civil wars of that dreadful period. The vaulted passage to which 
the postern gave entrance, and in which these two redoubted champions were 
now fighting hand to hand, rung with the furious blows which they dealt each 
other, De Bracy with his sword, the Black Knight with his ponderous axe. At 
length the Norman received a blow, which, though its force was partly parried 
by his shield, for otherwise never more would De Bracy have again moved limb, 
descended yet with such violence on his crest, that he measured his length on the 
paved floor. 


"Yield thee, De Bracy," said the Black Champion, stooping over him, and 
holding against the bars of his helmet the fatal poniard with which the knights 
dispatched their enemies, (and which was called the dagger of mercy,)--"yield 
thee, Maurice de Bracy, rescue or no rescue, or thou art but a dead man." 


"I will not yield," replied De Bracy faintly, "to an unknown conqueror. Tell 
me thy name, or work thy pleasure on me--it shall never be said that Maurice de 
Bracy was prisoner to a nameless churl." 


The Black Knight whispered something into the ear of the vanquished. 


Thesaurus 
crest: (n, v) crown, top, peak, climax; innards. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) modest, promising. 
(n) summit, brow, cockscomb, acme, outward; (adj) outgoing, external. shield: (n, v) shelter, screen, cover, 
pinnacle, zenith; (v) cap. notwithstanding: (adv, conj) guard, safeguard, buffer; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, nadir, nevertheless, although, even though, preserve, secure, defend, hide; (n) 
trough. yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv) protection. ANTONYMS: (n) danger, 
helmet: (n, v) headpiece; (n) casque, nonetheless, though, still, all the exposure; (v) endanger, attack, 
helm, hood, armet, basinet, heaume, same; (prep) despite. reveal. 
hard hat, Galea, cowl; (v) portentous: (adj) fateful, veteran: (adj) experienced, skilled, 
pickelhaube. extraordinary, pompous, amazing, seasoned, skillful, versed, practiced, 
inward: (adj) inner, intrinsic, internal, pontifical, prodigious, grandiloquent, old; (n) campaigner, vet, oldtimer, 
interior, intestine, inherent, domestic; sinister, unusual, foreboding, old stager. ANTONYMS: (adj) green, 


(adv) inwardly, inwards, in; (n) astonishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) amateur. 
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"I yield me to be true prisoner, rescue or no rescue," answered the Norman, 
exchanging his tone of stern and determined obstinacy for one of deep though 
sullen submission. 


"Go to the barbican," said the victor, in a tone of authority, "and there wait 
my further orders." 


"Yet first, let me say," said De Bracy, "what it imports thee to know. Wilfred 
of Ivanhoe is wounded and a prisoner, and will perish in the burning castle 
without present help." 


"Wilfred of Ivanhoe!" exclaimed the Black Knight--"prisoner, and perish!--The 
life of every man in the castle shall answer it if a hair of his head be singed--Show 
me his chamber!" 


"Ascend yonder winding stair," said De Bracy; "it leads to his apartment-- 
Wilt thou not accept my guidance?" he added, in a submissive voice. 


"No. To the barbican, and there wait my orders. I trust thee not, De Bracy." 


During this combat and the brief conversation which ensued, Cedric, at the 
head of a body of men, among whom the Friar was conspicuous, had pushed 
across the bridge as soon as they saw the postern open, and drove back the 
dispirited and despairing followers of De Bracy, of whom some asked quarter, 
some offered vain resistance, and the greater part fled towards the court-yard. 
De Bracy himself arose from the ground, and cast a sorrowful glance after his 
conqueror. "He trusts me not!" he repeated; "but have I deserved his trust?" He 
then lifted his sword from the floor, took off his helmet in token of submission, 
and, going to the barbican, gave up his sword to Locksley, whom he met by the 
way. 

As the fire augmented, symptoms of it became soon apparent in the chamber, 
where Ivanhoe was watched and tended by the Jewess Rebecca. He had been 
awakened from his brief slumber by the noise of the battle; and his attendant, 
who had, at his anxious desire, again placed herself at the window to watch and 
report to him the fate of the attack, was for some time prevented from observing 
either, by the increase of the smouldering and stifling vapour. At length the 


Thesaurus 
deserved: (v) merited, richly deserved; leads: (n) slating, pieced leads, slates, submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
(adj) appropriate, due, fitting, just, pile driving leads, tiling. meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
earned, suitable, rightful, adequate, sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
required. sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
dispirited: (adj) depressed, dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, resistant, disobedient, defiant, 
disconsolate, downcast, discouraged, mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
blue, crestfallen, dismal, down, cheerful, content, joyful, successful. intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily. 
downhearted, disheartened, stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
melancholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
cheerful, optimistic, euphoric, sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, meandering, twisty, wandering; (adj, 
enthused, heartened, happy, suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) n) twisting, twisted. ANTONYMS: 


enthusiastic, positive. fresh, airy, cool, temperate. (adj) direct, unbent. 
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volumes of smoke which rolled into the apartment--the cries for water, which 
were heard even above the din of the battle made them sensible of the progress 
of this new danger. 


"The castle burns," said Rebecca; "it burns!--What can we do to save 
ourselves?" 


"Fly, Rebecca, and save thine own life," said Ivanhoe, "for no human aid can 
avail me." 


"I will not fly," answered Rebecca; "we will be saved or perish together--And 
yet, great God!--my father, my father--what will be his fate!" 


At this moment the door of the apartment flew open, and the Templar 
presented himself,--a ghastly figure, for his gilded armour was broken and 
bloody, and the plume was partly shorn away, partly burnt from his casque. "I 
have found thee," said he to Rebecca; "thou shalt prove I will keep my word to 
share weal and woe with thee--There is but one path to safety, I have cut my way 
through fifty dangers to point it to thee--up, and instantly follow me!" 


"Alone," answered Rebecca, "I will not follow thee. If thou wert born of 
woman--if thou hast but a touch of human charity in thee --if thy heart be not 
hard as thy breastplate--save my aged father--save this wounded knight!" 


"A knight," answered the Templar, with his characteristic calmness, "a knight, 
Rebecca, must encounter his fate, whether it meet him in the shape of sword or 
flame--and who recks how or where a Jew meets with his?" 


"Savage warrior," said Rebecca, "rather will I perish in the flames than accept 
safety from thee!" 


"Thou shalt not choose, Rebecca--once didst thou foil me, but never mortal 
did so twice." 


So saying, he seized on the terrified maiden, who filled the air with her 
shrieks, and bore her out of the room in his arms in spite of her cries, and 
without regarding the menaces and defiance which Ivanhoe thundered against 
him. "Hound of the Temple--stain to thine Order--set free the damsel! Traitor of 


Thesaurus 
burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, flames: (n) fire, blaze, firestorm, scroll, coiled, resonant, trilled, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, hellhole. reverberative, reverberating, 
well done, tempered, overdone, foil: (n, v) thwart, defeat, balk; (v) resounding, spiral. 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) baffle, bilk, cross, elude, avert, seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
underdone, unburned, wet. prevent; (n) contrast, blade. condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
calmness: (n) calm, composure, ANTONYMS: (v) advance, further, taken, held, seised, detained, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, permit, promote. obtained, arraught. 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, terrified: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, fearful, panicky, panicked, aghast, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, garish, advantageous, aurated, timid, timorous, apprehensive, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, luxurious. startled, alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


bustle, annoyance, noise. rolled: (adj) rolling, furled, involute, fearless, brave. 
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Bois-Guilbert, it is Ivanhoe commands thee!--Villain, I will have thy heart's 
blood!" 


"I had not found thee, Wilfred," said the Black Knight, who at that instant 
entered the apartment, "but for thy shouts." 


"If thou best true knight," said Wilfred, "think not of me --pursue yon 
ravisher--save the Lady Rowena--look to the noble Cedric!" 


"In their turn," answered he of the Fetterlock, "but thine is first." 


And seizing upon Ivanhoe, he bore him off with as much ease as the Templar 
had carried off Rebecca, rushed with him to the postern, and having there 
delivered his burden to the care of two yeomen, he again entered the castle to 
assist in the rescue of the other prisoners. 


One turret was now in bright flames, which flashed out furiously from 
window and shot-hole. But in other parts, the great thickness of the walls and 
the vaulted roofs of the apartments, resisted the progress of the flames, and there 
the rage of man still triumphed, as the scarce more dreadful element held 
mastery elsewhere; for the besiegers pursued the defenders of the castle from 
chamber to chamber, and satiated in their blood the vengeance which had long 
animated them against the soldiers of the tyrant Front-de-Boeuf. Most of the 
garrison resisted to the uttermost--few of them asked quarter--none received it. 
The air was filled with groans and clashing of arms--the floors were slippery 
with the blood of despairing and expiring wretches. 


Through this scene of confusion, Cedric rushed in quest of Rowena, while the 
faithful Gurth, following him closely through the "melee", neglected his own 
safety while he strove to avert the blows that were aimed at his master. The 
noble Saxon was so fortunate as to reach his ward's apartment just as she had 
abandoned all hope of safety, and, with a crucifix clasped in agony to her bosom, 
sat in expectation of instant death. He committed her to the charge of Gurth, to 
be conducted in safety to the barbican, the road to which was now cleared of the 
enemy, and not yet interrupted by the flames. This accomplished, the loyal 
Cedric hastened in quest of his friend Athelstane, determined, at every risk to 


Thesaurus 


agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content. 

aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
expected, designed, meant. 

expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) well. 

floors: (adj) floored. 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 


wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly. 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious. 

quest: (n) pursuit, investigation, 
exploration, chase, research, inquest; 
(n, v) probe, hunt, inquiry, 


examination; (v) call for. 
satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, 


satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, fed 


up, corpulent, disgusted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate. 
thickness: (n) density, width, 
consistency, layer, consistence, 
heaviness, concentration, bulk, 
breadth, compactness, substance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slenderness, 
smoothness, length, clearness. 
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himself, to save that last scion of Saxon royalty. But ere Cedric penetrated as far 
as the old hall in which he had himself been a prisoner, the inventive genius of 
Wamba had procured liberation for himself and his companion in adversity. 


When the noise of the conflict announced that it was at the hottest, the Jester 
began to shout, with the utmost power of his lungs, "Saint George and the 
dragon!--Bonny Saint George for merry England!--The castle is won!" And these 
sounds he rendered yet more fearful, by banging against each other two or three 
pieces of rusty armour which lay scattered around the hall. 


A guard, which had been stationed in the outer, or anteroom, and whose 
spirits were already in a state of alarm, took fright at Wamba's clamour, and, 
leaving the door open behind them, ran to tell the Templar that foemen had 
entered the old hall. Meantime the prisoners found no difficulty in making their 
escape into the anteroom, and from thence into the court of the castle, which was 
now the last scene of contest. Here sat the fierce Templar, mounted on horseback, 
surrounded by several of the garrison both on horse and foot, who had united 
their strength to that of this renowned leader, in order to secure the last chance 
of safety and retreat which remained to them. The drawbridge had been 
lowered by his orders, but the passage was beset; for the archers, who had 
hitherto only annoyed the castle on that side by their missiles, no sooner saw the 
flames breaking out, and the bridge lowered, than they thronged to the entrance, 
as well to prevent the escape of the garrison, as to secure their own share of 
booty ere the castle should be burnt down. On the other hand, a party of the 
besiegers who had entered by the postern were now issuing out into the court- 
yard, and attacking with fury the remnant of the defenders who were thus 
assaulted on both sides at once. 


Animated, however, by despair, and supported by the example of their 
indomitable leader, the remaining soldiers of the castle fought with the utmost 
valour; and, being well-armed, succeeded more than once in driving back the 
assailants, though much inferior in numbers. Rebecca, placed on horseback 
before one of the Templar's Saracen slaves, was in the midst of the little party; 
and Bois-Guilbert, notwithstanding the confusion of the bloody fray, showed 


Thesaurus 


annoyed: (adj) irritated, vexed, irate, 
aggravated, angered, cross, 
disgruntled, exasperated, infuriated, 
displeased, resentful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, unprovoked, smiling, 
patient, unconcerned, contented. 

assaulted: (adj) molested, mistreated, 
raped, beaten. 

attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, 
warlike, rebellious, assailant. 

banging: (n) battering, flap; (adj) 


humongous, noisy. 

fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, 
affright; (n) awe, fear, dread, terror, 
horror, consternation, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, fearlessness, 
courage, confidence, security. 

inventive: (adj) imaginative, 
ingenious, clever, fertile, resourceful, 
innovative, originative, productive, 
artistic, bright; (adj, v) original. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unoriginal, 
uninventive, stale, hackneyed. 


issuing: (n) issuance, supplying, 
emanation, consequence, publication, 
effect, egress, emergence, exit; (adj) 
flowing, emergent. 

renowned: (adj, n) illustrious, glorious; 
(adj) famous, famed, notable, noted, 
eminent, distinguished, great, 
notorious, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, 
anonymous, undistinguished. 
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every attention to her safety. Repeatedly he was by her side, and, neglecting his 
own defence, held before her the fence of his triangular steel-plated shield; and 
anon starting from his position by her, he cried his war-cry, dashed forward, 
struck to earth the most forward of the assailants, and was on the same instant 
once more at her bridle rein. 


Athelstane, who, as the reader knows, was slothful, but not cowardly, beheld 
the female form whom the Templar protected thus sedulously, and doubted not 
that it was Rowena whom the knight was carrying off, in despite of all resistance 


which could be offered. 


"By the soul of Saint Edward," he said, "I will rescue her from yonder over- 
proud knight, and he shall die by my hand!" 


"Think what you do!" cried Wamba; "hasty hand catches frog for fish--by my 
bauble, yonder is none of my Lady Rowena--see but her long dark locks!--Nay, 
an ye will not know black from white, ye may be leader, but I will be no 
follower--no bones of mine shall be broken unless I know for whom.--And you 
without armour too!--Bethink you, silk bonnet never kept out steel blade. --Nay, 
then, if wilful will to water, wilful must drench. --'Deus vobiscum', most 
doughty Athelstane!'"--he concluded, loosening the hold which he had hitherto 
kept upon the Saxon's tunic. 


To snatch a mace from the pavement, on which it lay beside one whose dying 
grasp had just relinquished it--to rush on the Templar's band, and to strike in 
quick succession to the right and left, levelling a warrior at each blow, was, for 
Athelstane's great strength, now animated with unusual fury, but the work of a 
single moment; he was soon within two yards of Bois-Guilbert, whom he defied 


in his loudest tone. 


"Turn, false-hearted Templar! let go her whom thou art unworthy to touch-- 
turn, limb of a hand of murdering and hypocritical robbers!" 


"Dog!" said the Templar, grinding his teeth, "I will teach thee to blaspheme 
the holy Order of the Temple of Zion;" and with these words, half-wheeling his 
steed, he made a demi-courbette towards the Saxon, and rising in the stirrups, so 


cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, scared, 
shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, craven, 
gutless, sneaky, fainthearted, faint; 
(adv) recreantly. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) brave, daring, bold, courageous; 
(adj) intrepid, fearless, strong, 
determined; (adv) dauntless, gutsy, 
unafraid. 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, false, 
counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, pharisaical, 
sanctimonious, hollow, hypocritic; 


Thesaurus 
(n) hypocrisy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, straightforward. 
levelling: (n) equalization, grading, 
flow, equalisation, evening. 
relinquished: (adj) forsaken, deserted, 
derelict, unoccupied, given, 
surrendered. 
sedulously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, studiously, earnestly, 
attentively, intently, painstakingly, 
perseveringly, laboriously, fixedly, 
eagerly. 


slothful: (adj) indolent, idle, sluggish, 
slack, inactive, slow, otiose, faineant, 
inert, listless; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively, 
industrious. 

triangular: (adj) tripartite, trilateral, 
trigonal, deltoid, triangled, angular, 
multilateral, angulate. 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent. 
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as to take full advantage of the descent of the horse, he discharged a fearful blow 
upon the head of Athelstane. 


Well said Wamba, that silken bonnet keeps out no steel blade. So trenchant 
was the Templar's weapon, that it shore asunder, as it had been a willow twig, 
the tough and plaited handle of the mace, which the ill-fated Saxon reared to 
parry the blow, and, descending on his head, levelled him with the earth. 


"Ha! Beau-seant!'" exclaimed Bois-Guilbert, "thus be it to the maligners of the 
Temple-knights!" Taking advantage of the dismay which was spread by the fall 
of Athelstane, and calling aloud, "Those who would save themselves, follow me!" 
he pushed across the drawbridge, dispersing the archers who would have 
intercepted them. He was followed by his Saracens, and some five or six men-at- 
arms, who had mounted their horses. The Templar's retreat was rendered 
perilous by the numbers of arrows shot off at him and his party; but this did not 
prevent him from galloping round to the barbican, of which, according to his 
previous plan, he supposed it possible De Bracy might have been in possession. 

"De Bracy! De Bracy!" he shouted, "art thou there?" 

"I am here," replied De Bracy, "but Iam a prisoner." 

"Can I rescue thee?" cried Bois-Guilbert. 

"No," replied De Bracy; "I have rendered me, rescue or no rescue. I will be 
true prisoner. Save thyself--there are hawks abroad --put the seas betwixt you 
and England--I dare not say more." 

"Well," answered the Templar, "an thou wilt tarry there, remember I have 
redeemed word and glove. Be the hawks where they will, methinks the walls of 
the Preceptory of Templestowe will be cover sufficient, and thither will I, like 
heron to her haunt." 

Having thus spoken, he galloped off with his followers. 

Those of the castle who had not gotten to horse, still continued to fight 
desperately with the besiegers, after the departure of the Templar, but rather in 
despair of quarter than that they entertained any hope of escape. The fire was 
spreading rapidly through all parts of the castle, when Ulrica, who had first 


Thesaurus 
blade: (n) knife, beau, foil, falchion, deadened. sandwich, fighter, great blue heron, 
cutlass, sword, leaf, shaft, razor, dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, champion. 
brand, steel. dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed. 
descending: (v) descend; (adj) consternation, discouragement; (n, v) trenchant: (adj) incisive, keen, caustic, 
downhill, down, descendent, daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, dread. searching, acute; (adj, v) distinct, 
decreasing, dropping, falling, ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (v) cutting, biting, severe, emphatic, 
sloping, degressive, occasive; (adv) stimulate, assure, ensure, encourage, pointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
downward. ANTONYM: (adj) elate; (n) spirit, satisfaction, mettle, kind, mild. 
upward. resolution, assurance. twig: (n) sprig, bough, limb, shoot, 
discharged: (adj) released, exempt, galloping: (v) flying. offshoot, spray, branchlet, scion, 
clear, freer, free, fired, finished, heron: (n) egret, broadbill, boatbill, stalk; (n, v) stick; (v) grasp. 


drained, dismissed, defunct, bittern, hern, wader, bomber, Cuban 
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kindled it, appeared on a turret, in the guise of one of the ancient furies, yelling 
forth a war-song, such as was of yore raised on the field of battle by the scalds of 
the yet heathen Saxons. Her long dishevelled grey hair flew back from her 
uncovered head; the inebriating delight of gratified vengeance contended in her 
eyes with the fire of insanity; and she brandished the distaff which she held in 
her hand, as if she had been one of the Fatal Sisters, who spin and abridge the 
thread of human life. Tradition has preserved some wild strophes of the 
barbarous hymn which she chanted wildly amid that scene of fire and of 
slaughter:-- 


1. Whet the bright steel, Sons of the White Dragon! Kindle the torch, 
Daughter of Hengist! The steel glimmers not for the carving of the banquet, It is 
hard, broad, and sharply pointed; The torch goeth not to the bridal chamber, It 
steams and glitters blue with sulphur. Whet the steel, the raven croaks! Light the 
torch, Zernebock is yelling! Whet the steel, sons of the Dragon! Kindle the torch, 
daughter of Hengist! 


2. The black cloud is low over the thane's castle The eagle screams--he rides 
on its bosom. Scream not, grey rider of the sable cloud, Thy banquet is prepared! 
The maidens of Valhalla look forth, The race of Hengist will send them guests. 
Shake your black tresses, maidens of Valhalla! And strike your loud timbrels for 
joy! Many a haughty step bends to your halls, Many a helmed head. 


3. Dark sits the evening upon the thanes castle, The black clouds gather 
round; Soon shall they be red as the blood of the valiant! The destroyer of forests 
shall shake his red crest against them. He, the bright consumer of palaces, Broad 
waves he his blazing banner, Red, wide and dusky, Over the strife of the valiant: 
His joy is in the clashing swords and broken bucklers; He loves to lick the 
hissing blood as it bursts warm from the wound! 


4. All must perish! The sword cleaveth the helmet; The strong armour is 
pierced by the lance; Fire devoureth the dwelling of princes, Engines break down 
the fences of the battle. All must perish! The race of Hengist is gone-- The name 
of Horsa is no more! Shrink not then from your doom, sons of the sword! Let 
your blades drink blood like wine; Feast ye in the banquet of slaughter, By the 


Thesaurus 
abridge: (v) abbreviate, cut, reduce, refined, humane. white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
condense, contract, summarize, cut destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, (n) applause. 
short, compress, truncate; (adj, v) destructor, warship, annihilator, inebriating: (adj) strong, heady. 
curtail, abstract. ANTONYMS: (v) saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
lengthen, augment, increase, extend, assassin, bad person, butcher. stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, fillip, 
enlarge, broaden, amplify, add, pad, . ANTONYM: (n) creator. stimulus; (adj) point. ANTONYMS: 
supplement, elaborate. distaff: (adj) female, rack; (v) dizen; (n) (v) blunt, dishearten, dull, dampen, 
barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, sphere, domain, area, arena. quench. 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, furies: (n) Eumenides. yelling: (adj) crying, howling, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, fantastic, noisy, marvelous, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, _ sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling, marvellous, instant, insistent, rank; 


cultured, civilized, sophisticated, scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, (n) screaming, noise. 
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light of the blazing halls! Strong be your swords while your blood is warm, And 
spare neither for pity nor fear, For vengeance hath but an hour; Strong hate itself 
shall expire I also must perish! 


The towering flames had now surmounted every obstruction, and rose to the 
evening skies one huge and burning beacon, seen far and wide through the 
adjacent country. Tower after tower crashed down, with blazing roof and rafter; 
and the combatants were driven from the court-yard. The vanquished, of whom 
very few remained, scattered and escaped into the neighbouring wood. The 
victors, assembling in large bands, gazed with wonder, not unmixed with fear, 
upon the flames, in which their own ranks and arms glanced dusky red. The 
maniac figure of the Saxon Ulrica was for a long time visible on the lofty stand 
she had chosen, tossing her arms abroad with wild exultation, as if she reined 
empress of the conflagration which she had raised. At length, with a terrific 
crash, the whole turret gave way, and she perished in the flames which had 
consumed her tyrant. An awful pause of horror silenced each murmur of the 
armed spectators, who, for the space of several minutes, stirred not a finger, save 
to sign the cross. The voice of Locksley was then heard, "Shout, yeomen!--the 
den of tyrants is no more! Let each bring his spoil to our chosen place of 
rendezvous at the Trysting-tree in the Harthill-walk; for there at break of day 
will we make just partition among our own bands, together with our worthy 
allies in this great deed of vengeance." 


Thesaurus 
assembling: (n) assemblage, assembly, ANTONYMS: (v) inhale, start, Travis, transom, lintel. 
collection, collecting, compilation, commence, begin, thrive, inspire, silenced: (adj) mute, muffled, 
meeting, aggregation, congregation, appear, survive. disabled. 
montage; (adj) gathering, assembled. maniac: (n) madman, bedlamite, skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
conflagration: (n) blaze, inferno, madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, expanse. 
flame, wildfire, combustion, bigot, madwoman, (adj) loco, tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving. 
holocaust, burning, bonfire, maniacal. towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
empyrosis, flagration; (n, v) murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
deflagration. hum, whisper, mutter, whine, babble, monumental, exalted, imposing, 
expire: (v) end, conclude, decease, drone; (v) complain, bubble, breathe. distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elapse, pass away, depart, run out, rafter: (n) balk, girder, timber, short, dwarfed, little, low. 


succumb, perish, exhale, exit. raftsman, joist, baulk, summer, trave, 
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CHAPTER XXXII 


Trust me each state must have its policies: 
Kingdoms have edicts, cities have their charters; 
Even the wild outlaw, in his forest-walk, 
Keeps yet some touch of civil discipline; 
For not since Adam wore his verdant apron, 
Hath man with man in social union dwelt, 
But laws were made to draw that union closer. 
Old Play 


The daylight had dawned upon the glades of the oak forest. The green 
boughs glittered with all their pearls of dew. The hind led her fawn from the 
covert of high fern to the more open walks of the greenwood, and no huntsman 
was there to watch or intercept the stately hart, as he paced at the head of the 
antler'd herd. 


The outlaws were all assembled around the Trysting-tree in the Harthill-walk, 
where they had spent the night in refreshing themselves after the fatigues of the 
siege, some with wine, some with slumber, many with hearing and recounting 
the events of the day, and computing the heaps of plunder which their success 
had placed at the disposal of their Chief. 


Thesaurus 
apron: (n) skirt, proscenium, pall, park, weald. hawker, huntress, falconer, 
pontificals, lawn sleeves, pinafore, hart: (n) deer, buck, drake, reynard, pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, 
petticoat, gathering head, wife, jupe, gander, fox, dog, cock, boar, roe, stalker; (v) sportsman. 
farthingale. stallion. recounting: (n) narration, relation, 
covert: (adj) clandestine, hidden, heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, recital, narrative, tale, story, 
concealed, secret, underground, oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, notification, practice, recitation, 
undercover; (n) cover, blind, refuge, plenty, lot, accumulation. relating, unfolding. 
concealment, covering. ANTONYMS: ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate. verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
(adj) open, aboveboard, unconcealed, hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, posterior, fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
public, blatant. hindermost; (n) doe, clown, peasant, immature, inexperienced, emerald, 


greenwood: (n) timber, timberland, roe, countryman, servant; (v) hinder. young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
woodland, chase, frith, Holt, Hurst, | huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, urban, withering. 
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The spoils were indeed very large; for, notwithstanding that much was 
consumed, a great deal of plate, rich armour, and splendid clothing, had been 
secured by the exertions of the dauntless outlaws, who could be appalled by no 
danger when such rewards were in view. Yet so strict were the laws of their 
society, that no one ventured to appropriate any part of the booty, which was 
brought into one common mass, to be at the disposal of their leader. 


The place of rendezvous was an aged oak; not however the same to which 
Locksley had conducted Gurth and Wamba in the earlier part of the story, but 
one which was the centre of a silvan amphitheatre, within half a mile of the 
demolished castle of Torquilstone. Here Locksley assumed his seat--a throne of 
turf erected under the twisted branches of the huge oak, and the silvan followers 
were gathered around him. He assigned to the Black Knight a seat at his right 
hand, and to Cedric a place upon his left. 


"Pardon my freedom, noble sirs," he said, "but in these glades I am monarch-- 
they are my kingdom; and these my wild subjects would reck but little of my 
power, were I, within my own dominions, to yield place to mortal man.--Now, 
sirs, who hath seen our chaplain? where is our curtal Friar? A mass amongst 
Christian men best begins a busy morning."--No one had seen the Clerk of 
Copmanhurst. "Over gods forbode!" said the outlaw chief, "I trust the jolly priest 
hath but abidden by the wine-pot a thought too late. Who saw him since the 
castle was ta'en?" 


"I," quoth the Miller, "marked him busy about the door of a cellar, swearing 
by each saint in the calendar he would taste the smack of Front-de-Boeuf's 
Gascoigne wine." 


"Now, the saints, as many as there be of them," said the Captain, "forefend, 
lest he has drunk too deep of the wine-butts, and perished by the fall of the 
castle!--Away, Miller!--take with you enow of men, seek the place where you last 
saw him--throw water from the moat on the scorching ruins --I will have them 
removed stone by stone ere I lose my curtal Friar." 


Thesaurus 
amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, arena, consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, decayed, ruinous, razed, lost, 
stadium, gallery, bowl, coliseum, used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, dismantled. 

colosseum. possessed, lost, tired, immersed, reck: (v) wreak, retch, recche, heed. 
appalled: (adj) dismayed, scared, gone. rewards: (n) booty, loot. 

shocked, horrified, afraid, fright, dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, smack: (adv, n, v) slap, bang; (n, v) 

amazed, astonished, stunned, audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, savor, knock, kiss, hit, buss, wallop; 

outraged, scandalized. ANTONYM: stout, heroic, valiant, confident, (n) flavor, blow; (adj, n) dash. 

(adj) indifferent. gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) irresolute, swearing: (n) curse, expletive, 
branches: (n) branch, brushwood. terrified, scared, poltroon, fearful, profanity, oath, abuse, blasphemy, 
cellar: (n) basement, cellarage, wine daunted, frightened, afraid, swearword, execration, adjuration, 

cellar, godown, warehouse, winery, cowardly. asseveration; (v) swear. 


silo, pit, excavation, story, storey. demolished: (adj) destroyed, baneful, 
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The numbers who hastened to execute this duty, considering that an 
interesting division of spoil was about to take place, showed how much the 
troop had at heart the safety of their spiritual father. 


"Meanwhile, let us proceed," said Locksley; "for when this bold deed shall be 
sounded abroad, the bands of De Bracy, of Malvoisin, and other allies of Front- 
de-Boeuf, will be in motion against us, and it were well for our safety that we 
retreat from the vicinity.--Noble Cedric," he said, turning to the Saxon, "that spoil 
is divided into two portions; do thou make choice of that which best suits thee, to 
recompense thy people who were partakers with us in this adventure." 


"Good yeoman," said Cedric, "my heart is oppressed with sadness. The noble 
Athelstane of Coningsburgh is no more--the last sprout of the sainted Confessor! 
Hopes have perished with him which can never return!--A sparkle hath been 
quenched by his blood, which no human breath can again rekindle! My people, 
save the few who are now with me, do but tarry my presence to transport his 
honoured remains to their last mansion. The Lady Rowena is desirous to return 
to Rotherwood, and must be escorted by a sufficient force. I should, therefore, 
ere now, have left this place; and I waited--not to share the booty, for, so help me 
God and Saint Withold! as neither I nor any of mine will touch the value of a 
liard,--I waited but to render my thanks to thee and to thy bold yeomen, for the 
life and honour ye have saved." 


"Nay, but," said the chief Outlaw, "we did but half the work at most--take of 
the spoil what may reward your own neighbours and followers." 


"I am rich enough to reward them from mine own wealth," answered Cedric. 


"And some," said Wamba, "have been wise enough to reward themselves; 
they do not march off empty-handed altogether. We do not all wear motley." 


"They are welcome," said Locksley; "our laws bind none but ourselves." 


"But, thou, my poor knave," said Cedric, turning about and embracing his 
Jester, "how shall I reward thee, who feared not to give thy body to chains and 
death instead of mine!--All forsook me, when the poor fool was faithful!" 


Thesaurus 
bind: (adj, v) attach, fix, fasten, affix; building, palace, villa, abode. glitter; (v) blink, glare. ANTONYMS: 
(n) band; (v) bandage, lace, fetter, ANTONYMS: (n) hovel, shack, hut. (n) apathy, dullness, lifelessness. 
bundle, truss, combine. quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, unbind, free,  slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, damage, 
unfasten, unravel, permit, loosen, permanently inactive, prohibited, injure, harm, indulge. ANTONYMS: 
loose, let; (n, v) release; (n) pleasure. proscribed, put out. (v) improve, conserve, enliven, help, 
embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, rekindle: (v) revive, refresh, revitalize, abuse, beautify, deny, neglect, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, reinforce, rejuvenate, relume, correct, respect, clean. 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, relumine, renew, renovate, restore, sprout: (v) bud, bourgeon, burgeon, 
osculant, grasping, close. stimulate. germinate, grow, pullulate; (n, v) 


mansion: (n) house, manor, residence, sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, sprit; (n) offshoot, germ, scion, 
castle, home, manor house, hall, spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, acrospire. 
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A tear stood in the eye of the rough Thane as he spoke--a mark of feeling 
which even the death of Athelstane had not extracted; but there was something 
in the half-instinctive attachment of his clown, that waked his nature more 
keenly than even grief itself. 


"Nay," said the Jester, extricating himself from master's caress, "if you pay 
my service with the water of your eye, the Jester must weep for company, and 
then what becomes of his vocation?--But, uncle, if you would indeed pleasure me, 
I pray you to pardon my playfellow Gurth, who stole a week from your service 
to bestow it on your son." 


"Pardon him!" exclaimed Cedric; "I will both pardon and reward him.--Kneel 
down, Gurth."--The swineherd was in an instant at his master's feet--"THEOW 
and ESNE art thou no longer," said Cedric touching him with a wand; 
"FOLKFREE and SACLESS art thou in town and from town, in the forest as in the 
field. A hide of land I give to thee in my steads of Walbrugham, from me and 
mine to thee and thine aye and for ever; and God's malison on his head who this 
gainsays!" 

No longer a serf, but a freeman and a landholder, Gurth sprung upon his feet, 
and twice bounded aloft to almost his own height from the ground. "A smith 
and a file," he cried, "to do away the collar from the neck of a freeman!--Noble 
master! doubled is my strength by your gift, and doubly will I fight for you!-- 
There is a free spirit in my breast--I am a man changed to myself and all around.- 
-Ha, Fangs!" he continued,--for that faithful cur, seeing his master thus 
transported, began to jump upon him, to express his sympathy,--"knowest thou 
thy master still?" 


"Ay," said Wamba, "Fangs and I still know thee, Gurth, though we must 
needs abide by the collar; it is only thou art likely to forget both us and thyself." 


"I shall forget myself indeed ere I forget thee, true comrade," said Gurth; "and 
were freedom fit for thee, Wamba, the master would not let thee want it." 


Thesaurus 
caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, times, in two ways, dualistically. malison: (n) curse, imprecation, 
pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, extracted: (v) descended, extraught. anathema, execration, swearword, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. freeman: (n) freedman, freedwoman, proscription, maranatha, damn, 
ANTONYM: (n) hit. freewoman. denunciation, excommunication, ban. 
collar: (n, v) arrest, catch, capture, keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
pinch; (n) choker, ruff, lapel; (v) piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
apprehend, nail, grab, clutch. ardently, strongly, lively, alba, cassock. 

ANTONYMS: (v) free, release. penetratingly, fervently, avidly. tear: (n, v) rip, break, split, rupture, 
doubled: (adj) twofold, multiple, ANTONYMS: (adv) crack, run, slit; (v) pull, rend, lacerate; 
doubles, folded, repeated, dual, unenthusiastically, apathetically, (adj, v) rush. ANTONYMS: (v) wait, 

bivalent, reduplicate. faintly, reluctantly, patiently, mend, idle, fix, amble, dawdle. 


doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two passively, halfheartedly, vaguely. 
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"Nay," said Wamba, "never think I envy thee, brother Gurth; the serf sits by 
the hall-fire when the freeman must forth to the field of battle--And what saith 
Oldhelm of Malmsbury--Better a fool at a feast than a wise man at a fray." 


The tramp of horses was now heard, and the Lady Rowena appeared, 
surrounded by several riders, and a much stronger party of footmen, who 
joyfully shook their pikes and clashed their brown-bills for joy of her freedom. 
She herself, richly attired, and mounted on a dark chestnut palfrey, had 
recovered all the dignity of her manner, and only an unwonted degree of 
paleness showed the sufferings she had undergone. Her lovely brow, though 
sorrowful, bore on it a cast of reviving hope for the future, as well as of grateful 
thankfulness for the past deliverance--She knew that Ivanhoe was safe, and she 
knew that Athelstane was dead. The former assurance filled her with the most 
sincere delight; and if she did not absolutely rejoice at the latter, she might be 
pardoned for feeling the full advantage of being freed from further persecution 
on the only subject in which she had ever been contradicted by her guardian 
Cedric. 


As Rowena bent her steed towards Locksley's seat, that bold yeoman, with all 
his followers, rose to receive her, as if by a general instinct of courtesy. The 
blood rose to her cheeks, as, courteously waving her hand, and bending so low 
that her beautiful and loose tresses were for an instant mixed with the flowing 
mane of her palfrey, she expressed in few but apt words her obligations and her 
gratitude to Locksley and her other deliverers.--"God bless you, brave men," she 
concluded, "God and Our Lady bless you and requite you for gallantly perilling 
yourselves in the cause of the oppressed!--If any of you should hunger, 
remember Rowena has food--if you should thirst, she has many a butt of wine 
and brown ale--and if the Normans drive ye from these walks, Rowena has 
forests of her own, where her gallant deliverers may range at full freedom, and 
never ranger ask whose arrow hath struck down the deer." 


"Thanks, gentle lady," said Locksley; "thanks from my company and myself. 
But, to have saved you requites itself. We who walk the greenwood do many a 


Thesaurus 
chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, blondness, lividity, luridness, cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) insincere, 
commonplace; (n) chestnut tree, lividness, fairness, pale. ANTONYM: dishonest, guarded, flippant, 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, joke, (n) strength. affected, disingenuous, hypocritical, 
banality; (adj) bay, trite, castaneous. pikes: (n) muskellunges, pickerels, cunning, unfaithful, unenthusiastic, 
mane: (n) encolure, head of hair, crest, family Esocidae. unbelievable. 
wool, tresses; (adj) brush, beard, ranger: (n) keeper, rover, forest fire thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
ringlet, whisker, tress, moustache. fighter, fire warden, custos, inspector, gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, husband, custodian, wanderer, thanks, credit, merit, recognition. 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. warder, turnkey. thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted. sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) pallidness, genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 


wanness, whiteness, achromasia, serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, n) _ ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 


388 Ivanhoe 


wild deed, and the Lady Rowena's deliverance may be received as an 
atonement." 


Again bowing from her palfrey, Rowena turned to depart; but pausing a 
moment, while Cedric, who was to attend her, was also taking his leave, she 
found herself unexpectedly close by the prisoner De Bracy. He stood under a 
tree in deep meditation, his arms crossed upon his breast, and Rowena was in 
hopes she might pass him unobserved. He looked up, however, and, when 
aware of her presence, a deep flush of shame suffused his handsome 
countenance. He stood a moment most irresolute; then, stepping forward, took 
her palfrey by the rein, and bent his knee before her. 

"Will the Lady Rowena deign to cast an eye--on a captive knight --on a 
dishonoured soldier?" 

"Sir Knight," answered Rowena, "in enterprises such as yours, the real 
dishonour lies not in failure, but in success." 

"Conquest, lady, should soften the heart," answered De Bracy; "let me but 
know that the Lady Rowena forgives the violence occasioned by an ill-fated 
passion, and she shall soon learn that De Bracy knows how to serve her in nobler 
ways." 

"I forgive you, Sir Knight," said Rowena, "as a Christian." 

"That means," said Wamba, "that she does not forgive him at all." 

"But I can never forgive the misery and desolation your madness has 
occasioned," continued Rowena. 

"Unloose your hold on the lady's rein," said Cedric, coming up. "By the bright 
sun above us, but it were shame, I would pin thee to the earth with my javelin-- 


but be well assured, thou shalt smart, Maurice de Bracy, for thy share in this foul 
deed." 


"He threatens safely who threatens a prisoner," said De Bracy; "but when had 
a Saxon any touch of courtesy?" 


Then retiring two steps backward, he permitted the lady to move on. 


Thesaurus 
bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, solidify, set, congeal, exacerbate, 
gesticulation, capitulation, productiveness, fertileness, freeze, sharpen, stand, increase. 
genuflection, scraping, submission; fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, stepping: (n) steps. 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, preservation, hopefulness, suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
submissive. cheerfulness. full. 


breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, chest, rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, unobserved: (adj, v) unseen; (v) 
knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, heart; strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, rule, unheeded, unregarded, unthought of, 


(n, v) front. rein in, confine. unperceived; (adj) ignored, not 
desolation: (n) devastation, misery, soften: (adj, v) moderate, mitigate, noticed, hidden, unmarked, unnoted; 
destruction, depression, grief, mollify, assuage, relieve; (v) melt, (adv) secretly. ANTONYM: (adj) 


wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, dull, relent, mute, alleviate; (adj, n, v) evident. 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. palliate. ANTONYMS: (v) harden, yours: (adj) own. 
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Cedric, ere they departed, expressed his peculiar gratitude to the Black 
Champion, and earnestly entreated him to accompany him to Rotherwood. 


"I know," he said, "that ye errant knights desire to carry your fortunes on the 
point of your lance, and reck not of land or goods; but war is a changeful 
mistress, and a home is sometimes desirable even to the champion whose trade is 
wandering. Thou hast earned one in the halls of Rotherwood, noble knight. 
Cedric has wealth enough to repair the injuries of fortune, and all he has is his 
deliverer's--Come, therefore, to Rotherwood, not as a guest, but as a son or 
brother." 


"Cedric has already made me rich," said the Knight,--"he has taught me the 
value of Saxon virtue. To Rotherwood will I come, brave Saxon, and that 
speedily; but, as now, pressing matters of moment detain me from your halls. 
Peradventure when I come hither, I will ask such a boon as will put even thy 
generosity to the test." 


"It is granted ere spoken out," said Cedric, striking his ready hand into the 
gauntleted palm of the Black Knight,--"it is granted already, were it to affect half 
my fortune." 


"Gage not thy promise so lightly," said the Knight of the Fetterlock; "yet well I 
hope to gain the boon I shall ask. Meanwhile, adieu." 


"I have but to say," added the Saxon, "that, during the funeral rites of the 
noble Athelstane, I shall be an inhabitant of the halls of his castle of 
Coningsburgh--They will be open to all who choose to partake of the funeral 
banqueting; and, I speak in name of the noble Edith, mother of the fallen prince, 
they will never be shut against him who laboured so bravely, though 
unsuccessfully, to save Athelstane from Norman chains and Norman steel." 


"Ay, ay," said Wamba, who had resumed his attendance on his master, "rare 
feeding there will be--pity that the noble Athelstane cannot banquet at his own 
funeral.--But he," continued the Jester, lifting up his eyes gravely, "is supping in 
Paradise, and doubtless does honour to the cheer." 


Thesaurus 


accompany: (v) attend, follow, 
companion, guide, company, lead, 
walk, associate, consort, conduct, 
concur. ANTONYMS: (v) desert, 
abandon, leave. 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic. 

doubtless: (adv) assuredly, 
undoubtedly, probably, 
unquestionably, clearly, without 


doubt, presumably; (adj) sure; (adv, v) 
questionless; (adj, adv) no doubt, to be 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) improbably, 
uncertain, unlikely, questionable. 
earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 


acknowledgment, appreciativeness, 
feeling, appreciate, grateful, 
thanksgiving, kindness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
ungratefulness. 


eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, laboured: (adj) labored, forced, 


ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, 
warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly. 

gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, 
thank, acknowledgement, 


arduous, hard, strained, difficult, 
laborious, grievous, grave, weighty, 
unnatural. 


rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 


religion. 


supping: (n) eating. 
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"Peace, and move on," said Cedric, his anger at this untimely jest being 
checked by the recollection of Wamba's recent services. Rowena waved a 
graceful adieu to him of the Fetterlock --the Saxon bade God speed him, and on 
they moved through a wide glade of the forest. 


They had scarce departed, ere a sudden procession moved from under the 
greenwood branches, swept slowly round the silvan amphitheatre, and took the 
same direction with Rowena and her followers. The priests of a neighbouring 
convent, in expectation of the ample donation, or "soul-scat", which Cedric had 
propined, attended upon the car in which the body of Athelstane was laid, and 
sang hymns as it was sadly and slowly borne on the shoulders of his vassals to 
his castle of Coningsburgh, to be there deposited in the grave of Hengist, from 
whom the deceased derived his long descent. Many of his vassals had 
assembled at the news of his death, and followed the bier with all the external 
marks, at least, of dejection and sorrow. Again the outlaws arose, and paid the 
same rude and spontaneous homage to death, which they had so lately rendered 
to beauty --the slow chant and mournful step of the priests brought back to their 
remembrance such of their comrades as had fallen in the yesterday's array. But 
such recollections dwell not long with those who lead a life of danger and 
enterprise, and ere the sound of the death-hymn had died on the wind, the 
outlaws were again busied in the distribution of their spoil. 


"Valiant knight," said Locksley to the Black Champion, "without whose good 
heart and mighty arm our enterprise must altogether have failed, will it please 
you to take from that mass of spoil whatever may best serve to pleasure you, and 
to remind you of this my Trysting-tree?" 


"I accept the offer," said the Knight, "as frankly as it is given; and I ask 
permission to dispose of Sir Maurice de Bracy at my own pleasure." 


"He is thine already," said Locksley, "and well for him! else the tyrant had 
graced the highest bough of this oak, with as many of his Free-Companions as 
we could gather, hanging thick as acorns around him.--But he is thy prisoner, 
and he is safe, though he had slain my father." 


Thesaurus 
hymn, song, melody; (n, v) chaunt. 
graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 


bade: (v) bid, command, bad. 
bier: (n) catafalque, urn, tomb, 


emotionless. 
recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 


sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, 
sarcophagus. 

borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, 
soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited. 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem. 

chant: (v) cantillate, sing, recite, 
intone, intonate, utter, vocalize; (n) 


amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, stocky, 
awkward, vigorous, jerky, ugly, 
stilted, heavy, coarse, strenuous. 
mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, dark, 
pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 


biography. 


untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 


inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue. 
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"De Bracy," said the Knight, "thou art free--depart. He whose prisoner thou 
art scorns to take mean revenge for what is past. But beware of the future, lest a 
worse thing befall thee. --Maurice de Bracy, I say BEWARE!" 


De Bracy bowed low and in silence, and was about to withdraw, when the 
yeomen burst at once into a shout of execration and derision. The proud knight 
instantly stopped, turned back, folded his arms, drew up his form to its full 
height, and exclaimed, "Peace, ye yelping curs! who open upon a cry which ye 
followed not when the stag was at bay--De Bracy scorns your censure as he 
would disdain your applause. To your brakes and caves, ye outlawed thieves! 
and be silent when aught knightly or noble is but spoken within a league of your 
fox-earths." 


This ill-timed defiance might have procured for De Bracy a volley of arrows, 
but for the hasty and imperative interference of the outlaw Chief. Meanwhile 
the knight caught a horse by the rein, for several which had been taken in the 
stables of Front-de-Boeuf stood accoutred around, and were a valuable part of 
the booty. He threw himself upon the saddle, and galloped off through the 
wood. 


When the bustle occasioned by this incident was somewhat composed, the 
chief Outlaw took from his neck the rich horn and baldric which he had recently 
gained at the strife of archery near Ashby. 


"Noble knight." he said to him of the Fetterlock, "if you disdain not to grace 
by your acceptance a bugle which an English yeoman has once worn, this I will 
pray you to keep as a memorial of your gallant bearing--and if ye have aught to 
do, and, as happeneth oft to a gallant knight, ye chance to be hard bested in any 
forest between Trent and Tees, wind three mots upon the horn thus, 'Wa-sa-hoa!' 
and it may well chance ye shall find helpers and rescue." 


He then gave breath to the bugle, and winded once and again the call which 
be described, until the knight had caught the notes. 


Thesaurus 
befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, (v) carp, condemn, berate. submissive, beseeching; (n) option. 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, ANTONYMS: (v) approve, outlawed: (adj) outlaw, illegitimate, 
chance, transpire, pass. commend, allow, endorse, laud, forbidden, unlawful, illicit, taboo, 
bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, permit, sanction; (n) approval, proscribed, unmentionable, barred, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, blessing, commendation; (n, v) lawless, not allowed. ANTONYM: 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. compliment. (adj) permissible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, concave, imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, volley: (n, v) hail, firing, blast, 
plucked. exigent, absolute, pressing, explosion; (adj, n, v) burst, discharge; 
brakes: (n) brake system. peremptory, vital, commanding, (n) fusillade, shower, storm, barrage, 
censure: (n, v) accuse, reprimand, urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) fire. 
reproach, attack, animadversion, prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) yelping: (n) cry, wapping. 


abuse; (n) accusation, condemnation; trivial, unimportant, optional, 
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"Gramercy for the gift, bold yeoman," said the Knight; "and better help than 
thine and thy rangers would I never seek, were it at my utmost need." And then 
in his turn he winded the call till all the greenwood rang. 


"Well blown and clearly," said the yeoman; "beshrew me an thou knowest not 
as much of woodcraft as of war!--thou hast been a striker of deer in thy day, I 
warrant.--Comrades, mark these three mots--it is the call of the Knight of the 
Fetterlock; and he who hears it, and hastens not to serve him at his need, I will 
have him scourged out of our band with his own bowstring." 


"Long live our leader!" shouted the yeomen, "and long live the Black Knight 
of the Fetterlock!--May he soon use our service, to prove how readily it will be 
paid." 

Locksley now proceeded to the distribution of the spoil, which he performed 
with the most laudable impartiality. A tenth part of the whole was set apart for 
the church, and for pious uses; a portion was next allotted to a sort of public 
treasury; a part was assigned to the widows and children of those who had fallen, 
or to be expended in masses for the souls of such as had left no surviving family. 
The rest was divided amongst the outlaws, according to their rank and merit, 
and the judgment of the Chief, on all such doubtful questions as occurred, was 
delivered with great shrewdness, and received with absolute submission. The 
Black Knight was not a little surprised to find that men, in a state so lawless, 
were nevertheless among themselves so regularly and equitably governed, and 
all that he observed added to his opinion of the justice and judgment of their 
leader. 


When each had taken his own proportion of the booty, and while the 
treasurer, accompanied by four tall yeomen, was transporting that belonging to 
the state to some place of concealment or of security, the portion devoted to the 
church still remained unappropriated. 


"I would," said the leader, "we could hear tidings of our joyous chaplain--he 
was never wont to be absent when meat was to be blessed, or spoil to be parted; 
and it is his duty to take care of these the tithes of our successful enterprise. It 
may be the office has helped to cover some of his canonical irregularities. Also, I 


Thesaurus 
equitably: (adv) justly, impartially, detachment, evenhandedness; (adj) perspicacity, astuteness, gumption, 
right, rightly, honestly, honorably, impartial, fair play. ANTONYMS: (n) ingenuity, foxiness, craft, cunning, 
equally, fair and square, objectively, injustice, bias, inequality, partiality, cleverness, sharpness, sagacity. 
without favoritism. ANTONYM: prejudice, subjectivity. ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, 
(adv) unfairly. laudable: (adj) commendable, ingenuousness, ineptness. 


expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, creditable, admirable, praiseworthy, unappropriated: (adj) disengaged, 
departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, worthy, deserving, good, honorable, free, mild, generous, liberal, not 


deceased, gone, completely meritorious, applaudable, estimable. private, open arms, revealed, sincere, 
exhausted; (v) expending. ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, frank, not closed. 

impartiality: (adj, n) justice, honesty; regrettable, unimpressive, woodcraft: (n) craftsmanship, 
(n) fairness, disinterestedness, lamentable, poor, despicable. carpentry. 


candor, equality, indifference, shrewdness: (n) craftiness, 
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have a holy brother of his a prisoner at no great distance, and I would fain have 
the Friar to help me to deal with him in due sort--I greatly misdoubt the safety of 
the bluff priest." 


"I were right sorry for that," said the Knight of the Fetterlock, "for I stand 
indebted to him for the joyous hospitality of a merry night in his cell. Let us to 
the ruins of the castle; it may be we shall there learn some tidings of him." 


While they thus spoke, a loud shout among the yeomen announced the 
arrival of him for whom they feared, as they learned from the stentorian voice of 
the Friar himself, long before they saw his burly person. 


"Make room, my merry-men!" he exclaimed; "room for your godly father and 
his prisoner--Cry welcome once more.--I come, noble leader, like an eagle with 
my prey in my clutch."--And making his way through the ring, amidst the 
laughter of all around, he appeared in majestic triumph, his huge partisan in one 
hand, and in the other a halter, one end of which was fastened to the neck of the 
unfortunate Isaac of York, who, bent down by sorrow and terror, was dragged 
on by the victorious priest, who shouted aloud, "Where is Allan-a-Dale, to 
chronicle me in a ballad, or if it were but a lay?--By Saint Hermangild, the 
jingling crowder is ever out of the way where there is an apt theme for exalting 
valour!" 


"Curtal Priest," said the Captain, "thou hast been at a wet mass this morning, 
as early as itis. In the name of Saint Nicholas, whom hast thou got here?" 


"A captive to my sword and to my lance, noble Captain," replied the Clerk of 
Copmanhurst; "to my bow and to my halberd, I should rather say; and yet I have 
redeemed him by my divinity from a worse captivity. Speak, Jew--have I not 
ransomed thee from Sathanas?--have I not taught thee thy ‘credo’, thy 'pater', and 
thine 'Ave Maria'?--Did I not spend the whole night in drinking to thee, and in 
expounding of mysteries?" 

"For the love of God!" ejaculated the poor Jew, "will no one take me out of the 
keeping of this mad--I mean this holy man?" 


Thesaurus 

bluff: (v) beguile, delude, blague; (n) divinity: (n) God, theology, illustrative, descriptive, clarifying. 
bravado, cheat, hill; (adj) rough, divineness, immortal, godship, godly: (adj, adv) holy, saintly; (adj) 
direct, blunt, candid; (adj, n) peak. godhead, spirit, demiurge, religious, pious, divine, devotional, 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, honesty; (v) apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the reverent, pure; (adv) piously, 
reveal, guide; (adj) roundabout, Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil. righteously, devoutly. ANTONYM: 
suave, subtle, hesitant. exalting: (adj) exalt, ennobling, (adj) earthly. 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, inspiring, humane, generous, jingling: (adj) reverberant, clinking, 
strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, exhilarating, dignifying, courageous, jingly. 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. benevolent, abundant. misdoubt: (n) scruple, distrust, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, expounding: (n) interpretation, suspicion, qualm, jealousy; (v) dread. 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, exhibition, definition, construal, 


delicate, weak. expo; (adj) illuminating, instructive, 
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"How's this, Jew?" said the Friar, with a menacing aspect; "dost thou recant, 
Jew?--Bethink thee, if thou dost relapse into thine infidelity, though thou are not 
so tender as a suckling pig--I would I had one to break my fast upon--thou art 
not too tough to be roasted! Be conformable, Isaac, and repeat the words after 
me. 'Ave Maria'!--" 


"Nay, we will have no profanation, mad Priest," said Locksley; "let us rather 
hear where you found this prisoner of thine." 


"By Saint Dunstan," said the Friar, "I found him where I sought for better 
ware! I did step into the cellarage to see what might be rescued there; for though 
a cup of burnt wine, with spice, be an evening's drought for an emperor, it were 
waste, methought, to let so much good liquor be mulled at once; and I had 
caught up one runlet of sack, and was coming to call more aid among these lazy 
knaves, who are ever to seek when a good deed is to be done, when I was avised 
of a strong door--Aha! thought I, here is the choicest juice of all in this secret 
crypt; and the knave butler, being disturbed in his vocation, hath left the key in 
the door --In therefore I went, and found just nought besides a commodity of 
rusted chains and this dog of a Jew, who presently rendered himself my prisoner, 
rescue or no rescue. I did but refresh myself after the fatigue of the action, with 
the unbeliever, with one humming cup of sack, and was proceeding to lead forth 
my captive, when, crash after crash, as with wild thunder-dint and levin-fire, 
down toppled the masonry of an outer tower, (marry beshrew their hands that 
built it not the firmer!) and blocked up the passage. The roar of one falling tower 
followed another--I gave up thought of life; and deeming it a dishonour to one of 
my profession to pass out of this world in company with a Jew, I heaved up my 
halberd to beat his brains out; but I took pity on his grey hairs, and judged it 
better to lay down the partisan, and take up my spiritual weapon for his 
conversion. And truly, by the blessing of Saint Dunstan, the seed has been sown 
in good soil; only that, with speaking to him of mysteries through the whole 
night, and being in a manner fasting, (for the few droughts of sack which I 
sharpened my wits with were not worth marking,) my head is well-nigh dizzied, 


Thesaurus 
beshrew: (v) curse, damn, imprecate, adultery, treachery, unfaithfulness, profanation: (n) blasphemy, sacrilege, 
bedamn, anathemize, anathematize, inconstancy, impiety, fickleness, violation, outrage, abuse, 
execrate, maledict; (adj) shrew. falsity, unbelief; (adj) rationalism. prostitution, curse, pollution, 
ANTONYM: (v) bless. ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, violence, dissent; (adj) profanity. 
cellarage: (n) basement, fee. loyalty. recant: (v) forswear, renounce, abjure, 
choicest: (adj) optimum, best. menacing: (adj) threatening, sinister, deny, disclaim, disown, recall, back 
fasting: (n) abstinence, white sheet, ominous, imminent, impending, down, repudiate, reject, disavow. 
shrift, sackcloth and ashes, minatory, ugly, frightening, roasted: (adj) fried, baked. 
maceration, lustration, flagellation, minacious, dangerous, formidable. suckling: (n) infant, babe, baby, 
watching one's weight, hunger strik, ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, nursling, sucker, weanling, yearling, 
penance; (v) calorie counting. approachable, promising, reassuring, greenhorn, nursing, parasite; (adj) 


infidelity: (n) falseness, faithlessness, soothing, favorable. lactant. 
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I trow.--But I was clean exhausted.--Gilbert and Wibbald know in what state 
they found me --quite and clean exhausted." 


"We can bear witness," said Gilbert; "for when we had cleared away the ruin, 
and by Saint Dunstan's help lighted upon the dungeon stair, we found the runlet 
of sack half empty, the Jew half dead, and the Friar more than half--exhausted, as 
he calls it." 


"Ye be knaves! ye lie!" retorted the offended Friar; "it was you and your 
gormandizing companions that drank up the sack, and called it your morning 
draught--I am a pagan, an I kept it not for the Captain's own throat. But what 
recks it? The Jew is converted, and understands all I have told him, very nearly, 
if not altogether, as well as myself." 


"Jew," said the Captain, "is this true? hast thou renounced thine unbelief?" 


"May I so find mercy in your eyes," said the Jew, "as I know not one word 
which the reverend prelate spake to me all this fearful night. Alas! I was so 
distraught with agony, and fear, and grief, that had our holy father Abraham 
come to preach to me, he had found but a deaf listener." 


"Thou liest, Jew, and thou knowest thou dost." said the Friar; "I will remind 
thee of but one word of our conference--thou didst promise to give all thy 
substance to our holy Order." 


"So help me the Promise, fair sirs," said Isaac, even more alarmed than before, 
"as no such sounds ever crossed my lips! Alas! Iam an aged beggar'd man--I fear 
me a childless--have ruth on me, and let me go!" 


"Nay," said the Friar, "if thou dost retract vows made in favour of holy 
Church, thou must do penance." 


Accordingly, he raised his halberd, and would have laid the staff of it lustily 
on the Jew's shoulders, had not the Black Knight stopped the blow, and thereby 
transferred the Holy Clerk's resentment to himself. 


"By Saint Thomas of Kent," said he, "an I buckle to my gear, I will teach thee, 
sir lazy lover, to mell with thine own matters, maugre thine iron case there!" 


Thesaurus 
alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, delirious. ANTONYMS: (adj) advocate, sermonize, urge, hold 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) oh; composed, calm, tranquil, relaxed, forth, admonish, evangelize, 
(int) lackaday. ANTONYM: (adv) serene, untroubled, sane, content. prophesy, moralise. 
luckily. gormandizing: (n) greed; (adj) prelate: (n) primate, clergyman, high 
buckle: (n, v) clasp, warp; (v) curve, gluttonous, glutton, greedy. priest, archpriest, hierarch, reverend, 
crumple, distort, fasten; (adj, n) maugre: (prep) Mauger. archbishop, minister, diocesan, usher, 
button; (n) screw, hook, fastener; (adj) mell: (n) melada. reverence. 
strap. ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, pagan: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic, agnostic; retract: (v) abjure, rescind, cancel, 
flatten, smooth, straighten. (n) idolater, infidel, paynim, heretic; renounce, repudiate, forswear, 
distraught: (adj) distressed, crazy, (adj) heathenish, irreligious, ethnical, repeal, recoil, reverse, revoke, recall. 
demented, frantic, upset, wild, profane. ANTONYMS: (v) maintain, validate, 


frenzied, mad, anxious, frenetic, preach: (v) lecture, exhort, moralize, enact. 
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"Nay, be not wroth with me," said the Knight; "thou knowest I am thy sworn 
friend and comrade." 


"I know no such thing," answered the Friar; "and defy thee for a meddling 
coxcomb!" 


"Nay, but," said the Knight, who seemed to take a pleasure in provoking his 
quondam host, "hast thou forgotten how, that for my sake (for I say nothing of 
the temptation of the flagon and the pasty) thou didst break thy vow of fast and 
vigil?" 

"Truly, friend," said the Friar, clenching his huge fist, "I will bestow a buffet 
on thee." 


"I accept of no such presents," said the Knight; "I am content to take thy cuff 
as a loan, but I will repay thee with usury as deep as ever thy prisoner there 
exacted in his traffic." 


"I will prove that presently," said the Friar. 


"Hola!" cried the Captain, "what art thou after, mad Friar? brawling beneath 
our Trysting-tree?" 

"No brawling," said the Knight, "it is but a friendly interchange of courtesy.-- 
Friar, strike an thou darest--I will stand thy blow, if thou wilt stand mine." 


"Thou hast the advantage with that iron pot on thy head," said the 
churchman; "but have at thee--Down thou goest, an thou wert Goliath of Gath in 
his brazen helmet." 


The Friar bared his brawny arm up to the elbow, and putting his full strength 
to the blow, gave the Knight a buffet that might have felled an ox. But his 
adversary stood firm as a rock. A loud shout was uttered by all the yeomen 
around; for the Clerk's cuff was proverbial amongst them, and there were few 
who, in jest or earnest, had not had the occasion to know its vigour. 


"Now, Priest," said, the Knight, pulling off his gauntlet, "if I had vantage on 
my head, I will have none on my hand--stand fast as a true man." 


Thesaurus 
bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, veiled, modest. true saying, trite saying, 
exposed. cuff: (n, v) hit, knock, clout, punch, recognizable. 
brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, slap, whack, manacle, handcuff; (v) provoking: (adj) provocative, 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, box, buffet, beat. annoying, aggravating, galling, 
bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, maddening, vexatious, agitative, 
affray. curious, meddlesome, intrusive, tempting, agitating; (adj, v) irritating, 
brazen: (adj) audacious, impudent, officious, nosy, dabbling, insulting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
brassy, insolent, bold, brash, impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) conciliatory, courteous, satisfying. 
impertinent, blatant, flagrant, prying. quondam: (adj) former, late, pristine, 
forward, saucy. ANTONYMS: (adj) proverbial: (adj) axiomatic, hackneyed previous, old, past, bygone, 
shy, abashed, prudish, reserved, saying, common saying, notorious, prevenient; (adv) once, sometime; (n) 


quiet, discreet, respectful, ashamed, famed, legendary, famous, common, whilom. 
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"Genam meam dedi vapulatori'--I have given my cheek to the smiter," said 
the Priest; "an thou canst stir me from the spot, fellow, I will freely bestow on 
thee the Jew's ransom." 


So spoke the burly Priest, assuming, on his part, high defiance. But who may 
resist his fate? The buffet of the Knight was given with such strength and good- 
will, that the Friar rolled head over heels upon the plain, to the great amazement 
of all the spectators. But he arose neither angry nor crestfallen. 


"Brother," said he to the Knight, "thou shouldst have used thy strength with 
more discretion. I had mumbled but a lame mass an thou hadst broken my jaw, 
for the piper plays ill that wants the nether chops. Nevertheless, there is my 
hand, in friendly witness, that I will exchange no more cuffs with thee, having 
been a loser by the barter. End now all unkindness. Let us put the Jew to 
ransom, since the leopard will not change his spots, and a Jew he will continue to 
be." 


"The Priest," said Clement, "is not have so confident of the Jew's conversion, 
since he received that buffet on the ear." 


"Go to, knave, what pratest thou of conversions?--what, is there no respect?-- 
all masters and no men?--I tell thee, fellow, I was somewhat totty when I 
received the good knight's blow, or I had kept my ground under it. But an thou 
gibest more of it, thou shalt learn I can give as well as take." 


"Peace all!" said the Captain. "And thou, Jew, think of thy ransom; thou 
needest not to be told that thy race are held to be accursed in all Christian 
communities, and trust me that we cannot endure thy presence among us. Think, 
therefore, of an offer, while I examine a prisoner of another cast." 


"Were many of Front-de-Boeuf's men taken?" demanded the Black Knight. 


"None of note enough to be put to ransom," answered the Captain; "a set of 
hilding fellows there were, whom we dismissed to find them a new master-- 
enough had been done for revenge and profit; the bunch of them were not worth 
acardecu. The prisoner I speak of is better booty--a jolly monk riding to visit his 
leman, an I may judge by his horse-gear and wearing apparel.--Here cometh the 


Thesaurus 

amazement: (n) admiration, wonder, jaw, fauces, propylon, portico, porch, broken, slurred, thick, garbled, 
surprise, consternation, stupefaction, door, portal; (v) gob. unintelligible, muffled, low, 
stupor, wonderment, feeling, alarm, cuffs: (n) handcuffs, manacles, incomprehensible. ANTONYMS: 
jolt; (v) amaze. ANTONYMS: (n) manacle, handcuff, shackles, fetters, (adj) clear, distinct. 
preparation, indifference, bond, bonds, handlock, chains. nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, 
expectation, coolness, cool, having: (n) estate, possession, low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, 
composure, calmness, contempt, acceptance, enjoyment. subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) 
belief. leman: (n) cicisbeo, Lothario. under. 

buffet: (n, v) blow, cuff, hit, smack, leopard: (n) panther, cheetah, cat, pelt, piper: (n) fiddler, fifer, harper, flautist, 
buff; (v) beat, batter, knock, punch; opal, marble, ophite, nacre, ocelot, player, drummer, musician, bagpipe 
(n) restaurant, canteen. pard, fur. player, instrumentalist, trumpeter, 


chops: (n, v) jaws; (n) orifice, chaps, mumbled: (adj) inaudible, faint, pipe major. 
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worthy prelate, as pert as a pyet." And, between two yeomen, was brought 
before the silvan throne of the outlaw Chief, our old friend, Prior Aymer of 
Jorvaulx. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 


Flower of warriors, 
How is't with Titus Lartius? 
Marcius 


As with a man busied about decrees, 
Condemning some to death and some to exile, 
Ransoming him or pitying, threatening the other. 
Coriolanus 


The captive Abbot's features and manners exhibited a whimsical mixture of 
offended pride, and deranged foppery and bodily terror. 


"Why, how now, my masters?" said he, with a voice in which all three 
emotions were blended. "What order is this among ye? Be ye Turks or 
Christians, that handle a churchman?--Know ye what it is, 'manus imponere in 
servos Domini’? Ye have plundered my mails--torn my cope of curious cut lace, 
which might have served a cardinal!--Another in my place would have been at 
his 'excommunicabo vos’; but I am placible, and if ye order forth my palfreys, 
release my brethren, and restore my mails, tell down with all speed an hundred 
crowns to be expended in masses at the high altar of Jorvaulx Abbey, and make 
your vow to eat no venison until next Pentecost, it may be you shall hear little 
more of this mad frolic." 


Thesaurus 
blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, insane, lunatic, mad, confused, resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composite, assorted, alloyed, disturbed, acephalous. ANTONYMS: indifferent, proud, unconcerned. 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, (adj) calm, balanced, lucid, rational, pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) mingle. stable. pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
bodily: (adj) material, corporeal, manners: (n) conduct, etiquette, pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
corporal, animal, carnal, somatic, propriety, behavior, deportment, dreary. 
real, personal, sensual; (adv) manner, courtesy, custom, decorum, whimsical: (adj, n) fanciful, eccentric; 
altogether, fleshly. ANTONYMS: good manners, usage. ANTONYM: (adj) capricious, freakish, humorous, 
(adj) mental, spiritual, soulful, (n) vulgarity. changeable, fickle, erratic, wayward, 
intellectual; (adv) mentally. offended: (adj) angry, affronted, odd, arbitrary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deranged: (adj) demented, disordered, aggrieved, pained, wronged, reasonable, behaving, normal, 


crazed, maddened, unbalanced, annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, serious, predictable. 
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"Holy Father," said the chief Outlaw, "it grieves me to think that you have 
met with such usage from any of my followers, as calls for your fatherly 
reprehension." 


"Usage!" echoed the priest, encouraged by the mild tone of the silvan leader; 
"it were usage fit for no hound of good race --much less for a Christian--far less 
for a priest--and least of all for the Prior of the holy community of Jorvaulx. Here 
is a profane and drunken minstrel, called Allan-a-Dale--'nebulo quidam'--who 
has menaced me with corporal punishment--nay, with death itself, an I pay not 
down four hundred crowns of ransom, to the boot of all the treasure he hath 
already robbed me of--gold chains and gymmal rings to an unknown value; 
besides what is broken and spoiled among their rude hands, such as my 
pouncer-box and silver crisping-tongs." 


"It is impossible that Allan-a-Dale can have thus treated a man of your 
reverend bearing," replied the Captain. 


"It is true as the gospel of Saint Nicodemus," said the Prior; "he swore, with 
many a cruel north-country oath, that he would hang me up on the highest tree 
in the greenwood." 


"Did he so in very deed? Nay, then, reverend father, I think you had better 
comply with his demands--for Allan-a-Dale is the very man to abide by his word 
when he has so pledged it." 


"You do but jest with me," said the astounded Prior, with a forced laugh; "and 
I love a good jest with all my heart. But, ha! ha! ha! when the mirth has lasted 
the livelong night, it is time to be grave in the morning." 


"And I am as grave as a father confessor," replied the Outlaw; "you must pay 
a round ransom, Sir Prior, or your convent is likely to be called to a new election; 
for your place will know you no more." 


"Are ye Christians," said the Prior, "and hold this language to a churchman?" 


"Christians! ay, marry are we, and have divinity among us to boot," answered 
the Outlaw. "Let our buxom chaplain stand forth, and expound to this reverend 
father the texts which concern this matter." 


Thesaurus 
corporal: (adj) bodily, carnal, physical, gospels, evangel, truth, doctrine, proper, decent, exact, clean, gentle, 
animal, somatic, bodied, collective, church doctrine, gospel truth, inoffensive. 
embodied; (adv) fleshly; (n) noncom, veracity; (adj) pope. spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
sergeant. ANTONYMS: (adj) mental, livelong: (n) Sedum telephium, coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
intangible, cerebral. sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable, damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, lasting. ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 
motherly, sisterly, parental, menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed. treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; (adj, rude: (adj, n) rough, impudent, coarse, funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, abrupt, bold; (adj) blunt, cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) discourteous, impolite, brutal, crude, precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
motherly. mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (n) 


gospel: (n) creed, dogma, tenet, refined, courteous, chivalrous, civil, dud, poverty. 
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The Friar, half-drunk, half-sober, had huddled a friar's frock over his green 
cassock, and now summoning together whatever scraps of learning he had 
acquired by rote in former days, "Holy father," said he, "Deus faciat salvam 
benignitatem vestram' --You are welcome to the greenwood." 


"What profane mummery is this?" said the Prior. "Friend, if thou be'st indeed 
of the church, it were a better deed to show me how I may escape from these 
men's hands, than to stand ducking and grinning here like a morris-dancer." 


"Truly, reverend father," said the Friar, "I know but one mode in which thou 
mayst escape. This is Saint Andrew's day with us, we are taking our tithes." 


"But not of the church, then, I trust, my good brother?" said the Prior. 


"Of church and lay," said the Friar; "and therefore, Sir Prior 'facite vobis 
amicos de Mammone iniquitatis'--make yourselves friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteousness, for no other friendship is like to serve your turn." 


"I love a jolly woodsman at heart," said the Prior, softening his tone; "come, 
ye must not deal too hard with me--I can well of woodcraft, and can wind a horn 
clear and lustily, and hollo till every oak rings again--Come, ye must not deal too 
hard with me." 


"Give him a horn," said the Outlaw; "we will prove the skill he boasts of." 
The Prior Aymer winded a blast accordingly. The Captain shook his head. 


"Sir Prior," he said, "thou blowest a merry note, but it may not ransom thee-- 
we cannot afford, as the legend on a good knight's shield hath it, to set thee free 
for a blast. Moreover, I have found thee--thou art one of those, who, with new 
French graces and Tra-li-ras, disturb the ancient English bugle notes.--Prior, that 
last flourish on the recheat hath added fifty crowns to thy ransom, for corrupting 
the true old manly blasts of venerie." 


"Well, friend," said the Abbot, peevishly, "thou art ill to please with thy 
woodcraft. I pray thee be more conformable in this matter of my ransom. Ata 
word--since I must needs, for once, hold a candle to the devil--what ransom am I 
to pay for walking on Watling-street, without having fifty men at my back?" 


Thesaurus 
corrupting: (adj) noxious, harmful, hollo: (n, v) holler; (v) cry, scream, cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly. 
degrading, unwholesome, shout, yell, call; (n) roar, holloa, rote: (n) routine, rut, repetition, 
corruption, baneful, debasing, bellowing, roaring; (int, n) holla. groove, memorization, method, rote 
demeaning, humiliating, infectious, huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, learning, grind, formula. 
injurious. hunkered down, hunkered. scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 
ducking: (n) dip, dousing, hunting, legend: (n) caption, fable, fiction, scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, trash, 
wetting, submersion, duckbilled inscription, tale, folk tale, account, waste, oddments, leftovers, residue. 
platypus, duckbill, duck hunting, tradition, title, story, myth. softening: (adj) emollient, salving, 
dive, complete attention; (v) owe. peevishly: (adv) querulously, tetchily, relaxing; (v) soften; (adj, n) soothing; 
grinning: (n) grin, smile, facial fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, testily, (n) maceration, mitigation, easement, 
expression, facial gesture, smiling; moodily, touchily, crossly, surly, mollification, inteneration, 


(adj) beaming. morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) encouragement. 
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"Were it not well," said the Lieutenant of the gang apart to the Captain, "that 
the Prior should name the Jew's ransom, and the Jew name the Prior's?" 


"Thou art a mad knave," said the Captain, "but thy plan transcends!--Here, 
Jew, step forth--Look at that holy Father Aymer, Prior of the rich Abbey of 
Jorvaulx, and tell us at what ransom we should hold him?--Thou knowest the 
income of his convent, I warrant thee." 


"O, assuredly," said Isaac. "I have trafficked with the good fathers, and 
bought wheat and barley, and fruits of the earth, and also much wool. O, it is a 
rich abbey-stede, and they do live upon the fat, and drink the sweet wines upon 
the lees, these good fathers of Jorvaulx. Ah, if an outcast like me had such a 
home to go to, and such incomings by the year and by the month, I would pay 


much gold and silver to redeem my captivity." 


"Hound of a Jew!" exclaimed the Prior, "no one knows better than thy own 
cursed self, that our holy house of God is indebted for the finishing of our 


chancel--" 


"And for the storing of your cellars in the last season with the due allowance 
of Gascon wine," interrupted the Jew; "but that --that is small matters." 


"Hear the infidel dog!" said the churchman; "he jangles as if our holy 
community did come under debts for the wines we have a license to drink, 
‘propter necessitatem, et ad frigus depellendum'’. 
blasphemeth the holy church, and Christian men listen and rebuke him not!" 


The circumcised villain 


"All this helps nothing," said the leader.--"Isaac, pronounce what he may pay, 
without flaying both hide and hair." 


"An six hundred crowns," said Isaac, "the good Prior might well pay to your 
honoured valours, and never sit less soft in his stall." 


"Six hundred crowns," said the leader, gravely; "I am contented --thou hast 
well spoken, Isaac--six hundred crowns.--It is a sentence, Sir Prior." 


"A sentence!--a sentence!" exclaimed the band; "Solomon had not done it 


better." 


Thesaurus 


barley: (n) barleycorn, bear, bere, oats, license: (n, v) permit, allow, licence; 


cereal, grain, barley fodder. 

bought: (n) crook, hook. 

cellars: (n) cellar. 

gang: (n) band, company, crowd, 
circle, pack, faction, mob, team, 
bunch, association, clique. 

incomings: (n) income, innings, 
return, proceeds, revenue. 

lees: (adj, n) grounds; (n) sediment, 
deposit, residue, ground, lee, dreg, 
feculence, bottom, silt, feces. 


(n) allowance, freedom, permission, 
liberty, authority, authorization, 
certificate; (v) certify. ANTONYMS: 
(v) decertify; (n) restriction. 

rebuke: (n, v) reprimand, rebuff, 
reproach, chide, blame, reproof, 
lecture, check; (v) castigate, berate; 
(n) admonition. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
praise, compliment; (v) commend, 


acknowledge, approve; (n) approval. 


storing: (n) warehousing, 


accumulation, congestion, 
deposition, harvest, repositing, 
stockpiling. 

warrant: (n, v) permit, vouch, license, 
assure, sanction, empower; (n) 
authority, authorization, security; (v) 
justify, ensure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
break; (v) debar. 

wheat: (n) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 
hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 
berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
corn. 
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"Thou hearest thy doom, Prior," said the leader. 


"Ye are mad, my masters," said the Prior; "where am I to find such a sum? If I 
sell the very pyx and candlesticks on the altar at Jorvaulx, I shall scarce raise the 
half; and it will be necessary for that purpose that I go to Jorvaulx myself; ye may 
retain as borrows my two priests." 


"That will be but blind trust," said the Outlaw; "we will retain thee, Prior, and 
send them to fetch thy ransom. Thou shalt not want a cup of wine and a collop 
of venison the while; and if thou lovest woodcraft, thou shalt see such as your 
north country never witnessed." 


"Or, if so please you," said Isaac, willing to curry favour with the outlaws, "I 
can send to York for the six hundred crowns, out of certain monies in my hands, 
if so be that the most reverend Prior present will grant me a quittance." 


"He shall grant thee whatever thou dost list, Isaac," said the Captain; "and 
thou shalt lay down the redemption money for Prior Aymer as well as for 
thyself." 


"For myself! ah, courageous sirs," said the Jew, "I am a broken and 
impoverished man; a beggar's staff must be my portion through life, supposing I 
were to pay you fifty crowns." 


"The Prior shall judge of that matter," replied the Captain. --"How say you, 
Father Aymer? Can the Jew afford a good ransom?" 


"Can he afford a ransom?" answered the Prior "Is he not Isaac of York, rich 
enough to redeem the captivity of the ten tribes of Israel, who were led into 
Assyrian bondage?--I have seen but little of him myself, but our cellarer and 
treasurer have dealt largely with him, and report says that his house at York is so 
full of gold and silver as is a shame in any Christian land. Marvel it is to all living 
Christian hearts that such gnawing adders should be suffered to eat into the 
bowels of the state, and even of the holy church herself, with foul usuries and 
extortions." 


"Hold, father," said the Jew, "mitigate and assuage your choler. I pray of your 
reverence to remember that I force my monies upon no one. But when 


Thesaurus 
assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, ease, collop: (n) chunk, scale, cutlet, slice, gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
solace; (v) calm, abate, mitigate, steak, Colp, tucket. arrosion. 
relieve, temper, soften; (adj, v) pacify. courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) impoverished: (adj) indigent, broke, 
ANTONYMS: (v) aggravate, upset, audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, needy, poor, penniless, miserable, 
accentuate, exacerbate. intrepid, spirited, heroic, undaunted, impecunious, bankrupt, barren, 
bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, manly, confident. ANTONYMS: (adj) broken, strapped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, timid, wimpy, weak, spineless, rich, enriched, solvent. 
guts, insides, intestines. pusillanimous, fearful, fainthearted, supposing: (adv) admitting, 
choler: (n) anger, bile, resentment, afraid, despicable. conditionally, in case; (n) 
rage, madness, dander, spleen, curry: (v) rub, dress, comb, wear supposition, conjecture, thought, 
petulance, indignation, irritability, down, rub out, prettify, polish, gnaw, theory, assumption; (conj) although, 


ire. embellish, arrange; (n) pepper. what if; (v) suppose. 
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churchman and layman, prince and prior, knight and priest, come knocking to 
Isaac's door, they borrow not his shekels with these uncivil terms. It is then, 
Friend Isaac, will you pleasure us in this matter, and our day shall be truly kept, 
so God sa' me?--and Kind Isaac, if ever you served man, show yourself a friend 
in this need! And when the day comes, and I ask my own, then what hear I but 
Damned Jew, and The curse of Egypt on your tribe, and all that may stir up the 
rude and uncivil populace against poor strangers!" 


"Prior," said the Captain, "Jew though he be, he hath in this spoken well. Do 
thou, therefore, name his ransom, as he named thine, without farther rude 
terms." 


"None but 'latro famosus'--the interpretation whereof," said the Prior, "will I 
give at some other time and tide--would place a Christian prelate and an 
unbaptized Jew upon the same bench. But since ye require me to put a price 
upon this caitiff, I tell you openly that ye will wrong yourselves if you take from 
him a penny under a thousand crowns." 


"A sentence!--a sentence!" exclaimed the chief Outlaw. 


"A sentence!--a sentence!" shouted his assessors; "the Christian has shown his 
good nurture, and dealt with us more generously than the Jew." 


"The God of my fathers help me!" said the Jew; "will ye bear to the ground an 
impoverished creature?--I am this day childless, and will ye deprive me of the 
means of livelihood?" 


"Thou wilt have the less to provide for, Jew, if thou art childless," said Aymer. 


"Alas! my lord," said Isaac, "your law permits you not to know how the child 
of our bosom is entwined with the strings of our heart--O Rebecca! laughter of 
my beloved Rachel! were each leaf on that tree a zecchin, and each zecchin mine 
own, all that mass of wealth would I give to know whether thou art alive, and 
escaped the hands of the Nazarene!" 


"Was not thy daughter dark-haired?" said one of the outlaws; "and wore she 
not a veil of twisted sendal, broidered with silver?" 


Thesaurus 
beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, magnanimously, munificently, stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, kindly, handsomely, freely, arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, n) 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, benevolently. ANTONYMS: (adv) movement; (n) commotion, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) acquisitively, selfishly, prudently, excitement, disturbance. 
detested, despised, disliked. grudgingly, malevolently, ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, parsimoniously, harshly, scantily, stultify, bore, steady, stifle, suppress; 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, stingily, thinly, ungenerously. (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) calm. 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate. knocking: (n) sound, bang, beating, strings: (n) string, string section, sway, 
entwined: (adj) intertwined, snaky, hit, rap, strike, belt, criticism, bash. control, dealings, domination, 
inseparable. leaf: (n) page, folio, foliage, petal, jurisdiction, terms, condition, 
generously: (adv) profusely, copiously, frond, leafage, slip, verdure, leaflet; command, provision. 


bountifully, abundantly, largely, (n, v) sheet; (v) leave. whether: (pron) where. 
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"She did!--she did!" said the old man, trembling with eagerness, as formerly 
with fear. "The blessing of Jacob be upon thee! canst thou tell me aught of her 
safety?" 


"It was she, then," said the yeoman, "who was carried off by the proud 
Templar, when he broke through our ranks on yester-even. I had drawn my bow 
to send a shaft after him, but spared him even for the sake of the damsel, who I 
feared might take harm from the arrow." 


"Oh!" answered the Jew, "I would to God thou hadst shot, though the arrow 
had pierced her bosom!--Better the tomb of her fathers than the dishonourable 
couch of the licentious and savage Templar. Ichabod! Ichabod! the glory hath 
departed from my house!" 


"Friends," said the Chief, looking round, "the old man is but a Jew, natheless 
his grief touches me.--Deal uprightly with us, Isaac--will paying this ransom of a 
thousand crowns leave thee altogether penniless?" 


Isaac, recalled to think of his worldly goods, the love of which, by dint of 
inveterate habit, contended even with his parental affection, grew pale, 
stammered, and could not deny there might be some small surplus. 


"Well--go to--what though there be," said the Outlaw, "we will not reckon 
with thee too closely. Without treasure thou mayst as well hope to redeem thy 
child from the clutches of Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert, as to shoot a stag-royal with 
a headless shaft. --We will take thee at the same ransom with Prior Aymer, or 
rather at one hundred crowns lower, which hundred crowns shall be mine own 
peculiar loss, and not light upon this worshipful community; and so we shall 
avoid the heinous offence of rating a Jew merchant as high as a Christian prelate, 
and thou wilt have six hundred crowns remaining to treat for thy daughter's 
ransom. Templars love the glitter of silver shekels as well as the sparkle of black 
eyes.--Hasten to make thy crowns chink in the ear of De Bois-Guilbert, ere worse 
comes of it. Thou wilt find him, as our scouts have brought notice, at the next 
Preceptory house of his Order.--Said I well, my merry mates?" 


Thesaurus 

chink: (v) jingle, tinkle; (n) cleft, peace. reckon: (v) estimate, judge, hold, 
crevice, Chinaman, aperture, hiatus, heinous: (adj) atrocious, grievous, evil, compute, guess, calculate, gauge, 
scissure, blunt; (n, v) clink, break. wicked, flagrant, flagitious, rate; (n, v) enumerate, count, number. 

glitter: (n, v) flash, beam, shine, monstrous, hateful; (adj, v) gross, tomb: (n) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 
glisten, glimmer, glow, sparkle, nefarious, infamous. ANTONYM: pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
flicker, shimmer; (v) glance; (n) (adj) good. entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v) 
radiance. ANTONYM: (n) dullness. parental: (adj) paternal, motherly, inter. 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, parent, enatic, enate, agnatic, agnate. trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, ANTONYM: (adj) filial. tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) rating: (n) mark, evaluation, grade, shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) appraisal, estimate, rebuke, rate, quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 


joy, happiness, comfort, content, rank, estimation, dressing, ratings. ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady. 
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The yeomen expressed their wonted acquiescence in their leader's opinion; 
and Isaac, relieved of one half of his apprehensions, by learning that his daughter 
lived, and might possibly be ransomed, threw himself at the feet of the generous 
Outlaw, and, rubbing his beard against his buskins, sought to kiss the hem of his 
green cassock. The Captain drew himself back, and extricated himself from the 
Jew's grasp, not without some marks of contempt. 


"Nay, beshrew thee, man, up with thee! I am English born, and love no such 
Eastern prostrations--Kneel to God, and not to a poor sinner, like me." 


"Ay, Jew," said Prior Aymer; "kneel to God, as represented in the servant of 
his altar, and who knows, with thy sincere repentance and due gifts to the shrine 
of Saint Robert, what grace thou mayst acquire for thyself and thy daughter 
Rebecca? I grieve for the maiden, for she is of fair and comely countenance,--I 
beheld her in the lists of Ashby. Also Brian de Bois-Guilbert is one with whom I 
may do much--bethink thee how thou mayst deserve my good word with him." 


"Alas! alas!" said the Jew, "on every hand the spoilers arise against me--I am 
given as a prey unto the Assyrian, and a prey unto him of Egypt." 


"And what else should be the lot of thy accursed race?" answered the Prior; 
"for what saith holy writ, 'verbum Domini projecerunt, et sapientia est nulla in 
eis'--they have cast forth the word of the Lord, and there is no wisdom in them; 
'propterea dabo mulieres eorum exteris'--I will give their women to strangers, 
that is to the Templar, as in the present matter; 'et thesauros eorum haeredibus 
alienis', and their treasures to others--as in the present case to these honest 
gentlemen." 


Isaac groaned deeply, and began to wring his hands, and to relapse into his 
state of desolation and despair. But the leader of the yeomen led him aside. 


"Advise thee well, Isaac," said Locksley, "what thou wilt do in this matter; my 
counsel to thee is to make a friend of this churchman. He is vain, Isaac, and he is 
covetous; at least he needs money to supply his profusion. Thou canst easily 
gratify his greed; for think not that Iam blinded by thy pretexts of poverty. Iam 
intimately acquainted, Isaac, with the very iron chest in which thou dost keep 


Thesaurus 


acquiescence: (n) compliance, consent, greed: (n) cupidity, covetousness, shrine: (n) monument, place of 


resignation, permission, sanction, 
approval, accord, agreement, 


submission, conformity; (n, v) assent. 


ANTONYMS: (n) disagreement, 
insubordination, rebellion, defiance, 
rejection. 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy. 

feet: (v) legs, pegs, pins, trotters; (n) 
foots, ft, fete, meter, rescue. 


avariciousness, desire, appetite, 
rapacity, voracity, voraciousness, 
gluttony, stinginess, insatiability. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
temperance. 


profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 


prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity. 


worship, altar, sanctuary, temple, 
house of worship, cenotaph, oracle, 
tabernacle, church, grave. 

sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, culprit, 
sinful, trespasser, transgressor, 
evildoer, magdalen, rascal, villain, 
sinners. 

writ: (n) edict, assize, certiorari, 
judicial writ, injunction, order, act, 
prescription, scripture, writing, 
ukase. 
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thy money-bags--What! know I not the great stone beneath the apple-tree, that 
leads into the vaulted chamber under thy garden at York?" The Jew grew as pale 
as death--"But fear nothing from me," continued the yeoman, "for we are of old 
acquainted. Dost thou not remember the sick yeoman whom thy fair daughter 
Rebecca redeemed from the gyves at York, and kept him in thy house till his 
health was restored, when thou didst dismiss him recovered, and with a piece of 
money?--Usurer as thou art, thou didst never place coin at better interest than 
that poor silver mark, for it has this day saved thee five hundred crowns." 


"And thou art he whom we called Diccon Bend-the-Bow?" said Isaac; "I 
thought ever I knew the accent of thy voice." 


"I am Bend-the-Bow," said the Captain, "and Locksley, and have a good name 
besides all these." 


"But thou art mistaken, good Bend-the-Bow, concerning that same vaulted 
apartment. So help me Heaven, as there is nought in it but some merchandises 
which I will gladly part with to you--one hundred yards of Lincoln green to 
make doublets to thy men, and a hundred staves of Spanish yew to make bows, 
and a hundred silken bowstrings, tough, round, and sound--these will I send 
thee for thy good-will, honest Diccon, an thou wilt keep silence about the vault, 
my good Diccon." 


"Silent as a dormouse," said the Outlaw; "and never trust me but Iam grieved 
for thy daughter. But I may not help it--The Templars lances are too strong for 
my archery in the open field --they would scatter us like dust. Had I but known 
it was Rebecca when she was borne off, something might have been done; but 
now thou must needs proceed by policy. Come, shall I treat for thee with the 
Prior?" 

"In God's name, Diccon, an thou canst, aid me to recover the child of my 
bosom!" 


"Do not thou interrupt me with thine ill-timed avarice," said the Outlaw, 
"and I will deal with him in thy behalf." 


Thesaurus 


coin: (v) invent, mint, originate, create, 
strike, cast; (n, v) forge; (n) specie, 
money, penny, piece. 

dismiss: (v) cashier, disband, cast, 
discard, brush aside, can, bounce, 
cast off, cease, dispatch; (n, v) drop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) employ, welcome, 
signal, remember, recall, mobilize, 
maintain, keep, hold, engage, 
contract. 

doublets: (n) span, dyad. 

interrupt: (v) disturb, break, hinder, 


intermit, stop, cut, break in, arrest, 
check; (n, v) suspend; (adj, v) pause. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cheer, respect, 
restore. 

mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 
false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right. 

recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, well, 
well again, healthier, aged, 


improved, whole, better, corned. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse. 

scatter: (n, v) spread, spray; (v) 
disperse, dispel, disseminate, 
distribute, break up, dissipate, 
sprinkle, circulate, diffuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) collect, reform, 
attract, concentrate. 

vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, jump, 
arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, tomb, 
cellar, crypt. 
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He then turned from the Jew, who followed him, however, as closely as his 
shadow. 


"Prior Aymer," said the Captain, "come apart with me under this tree. Men 
say thou dost love wine, and a lady's smile, better than beseems thy Order, Sir 
Priest; but with that I have nought to do. I have heard, too, thou dost love a 
brace of good dogs and a fleet horse, and it may well be that, loving things which 
are costly to come by, thou hatest not a purse of gold. But I have never heard 
that thou didst love oppression or cruelty. --Now, here is Isaac willing to give 
thee the means of pleasure and pastime in a bag containing one hundred marks 
of silver, if thy intercession with thine ally the Templar shall avail to procure the 
freedom of his daughter." 


"In safety and honour, as when taken from me," said the Jew, "otherwise it is 
no bargain." 


"Peace, Isaac," said the Outlaw, "or I give up thine interest. --What say you to 
this my purpose, Prior Aymer?" 

"The matter," quoth the Prior, "is of a mixed condition; for, if I do a good deal 
on the one hand, yet, on the other, it goeth to the vantage of a Jew, and in so 
much is against my conscience. Yet, if the Israelite will advantage the Church by 
giving me somewhat over to the building of our dortour, I will take it on my 
conscience to aid him in the matter of his daughter." 


"For a score of marks to the dortour," said the Outlaw,--"Be still, I say, Isaac!-- 
or for a brace of silver candlesticks to the altar, we will not stand with you." 

"Nay, but, good Diccon Bend-the-Bow"--said Isaac, endeavouring to 
interpose. 

"Good Jew--good beast--good earthworm!" said the yeoman, losing patience; 
"an thou dost go on to put thy filthy lucre in the balance with thy daughter's life 
and honour, by Heaven, I will strip thee of every maravedi thou hast in the 
world, before three days are out!" 

Isaac shrunk together, and was silent. 


"And what pledge am I to have for all this?" said the Prior. 


Thesaurus 
brace: (n, v) prop, strengthen, support, interference, arbitration, entertainment, recreation, hobby, 
invigorate; (n) strut, pair, duo, interposition, invocation, prayer, distraction, interest, fun, pursuit, 
bitstock, tie; (v) clamp, bolster. supplication, intermediation, amusement, sideline. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, sedate, atonement, agency, protest. pledge: (n, v) bond, gage, wager, 
loosen, flex. interpose: (v) interject, insert, engage, promise, plight, guarantee, 
containing: (adj) including, interpolate, intercede, intervene, bet, contract; (n) assurance; (v) 
comprehensive. meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, butt covenant. ANTONYM: (v) redeem. 
filthy: (adj) unclean, dingy, nasty, foul, in; (adj, v) intermeddle. vantage: (n) superiority, preference, 
disgusting, squalid, bawdy, muddy, lucre: (n) pelf, earnings, gelt, profit, start, handicap, expediency, 
grimy, grubby, vile. ANTONYMS: kale, dough, advantage, mammon, expedience, advantageousness, odds, 
(adj) decent, pleasant, attractive. dividend, return, income. asset, tax advantage, head start. 


intercession: (n) intervention, pastime: (n) game, avocation, ANTONYM: (n) disadvantage. 
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"When Isaac returns successful through your mediation," said the Outlaw, "I 
swear by Saint Hubert, I will see that he pays thee the money in good silver, or I 
will reckon with him for it in such sort, he had better have paid twenty such 
sums." 


"Well then, Jew," said Aymer, "since I must needs meddle in this matter, let 
me have the use of thy writing-tablets--though, hold --rather than use thy pen, I 
would fast for twenty-four hours, and where shall I find one?" 


"If your holy scruples can dispense with using the Jew's tablets, for the pen I 
can find a remedy," said the yeoman; and, bending his bow, he aimed his shaft at 
a wild-goose which was soaring over their heads, the advanced-guard of a 
phalanx of his tribe, which were winging their way to the distant and solitary 
fens of Holderness. The bird came fluttering down, transfixed with the arrow. 


"There, Prior," said the Captain, "are quills enow to supply all the monks of 
Jorvaulx for the next hundred years, an they take not to writing chronicles." 


The Prior sat down, and at great leisure indited an epistle to Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, and having carefully sealed up the tablets, delivered them to the Jew, 
saying, "This will be thy safe-conduct to the Preceptory of Templestowe, and, as I 
think, is most likely to accomplish the delivery of thy daughter, if it be well 
backed with proffers of advantage and commodity at thine own hand; for, trust 
me well, the good Knight Bois-Guilbert is of their confraternity that do nought 
for nought." 


"Well, Prior," said the Outlaw, "I will detain thee no longer here than to give 
the Jew a quittance for the six hundred crowns at which thy ransom is fixed--I 
accept of him for my pay-master; and if I hear that ye boggle at allowing him in 
his accompts the sum so paid by him, Saint Mary refuse me, an I burn not the 
abbey over thine head, though I hang ten years the sooner!" 


With a much worse grace than that wherewith he had penned the letter to 
Bois-Guilbert, the Prior wrote an acquittance, discharging Isaac of York of six 
hundred crowns, advanced to him in his need for acquittal of his ransom, and 
faithfully promising to hold true compt with him for that sum. 


Thesaurus 

acquittal: (n, v) absolution, discharge; confraternity: (adj) brotherhood, imprisoned, enclosed. 
(n) justification, release, pardon, fraternity, sodality; (n) guild, phalanx: (n) baulk, balk, horde, 
acquittance, acquitment, corporality, bodily existence. phalange, posse, os, military unit, 
performance, fulfillment, forgiveness, discharging: (n) unloading, discharge, military force, force, crowd, cohort. 
exoneration. ANTONYM: (n) fulfillment, acquittal; (v) unload. safe-conduct: (n) pass, passage, 
sentence. dispense: (v) allot, deal, administer, permit. 

backed: (adj) upheld, support, backed assign, deal out, apportion, dole out, transfixed: (adj) fascinated, 
up, coated, lined. give, issue, diffuse, furnish. hypnotized, mesmerised, 

boggle: (adj) blunder, hesitate, trip, ANTONYMS: (v) prohibit, receive, mesmerized, hypnotised, stranded; 
hum and haw, dacker; (n) flounder, withhold. (v) engrossed in, wrapped in, 
struggle; (v) flabbergast, botch, penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, absorbed, rapt; (adv) aground. 


shrink, scruple. captive, in captivity, jailed, winging: (n) flight. 
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"And now," said Prior Aymer, "I will pray you of restitution of my mules and 
palfreys, and the freedom of the reverend brethren attending upon me, and also 
of the gymmal rings, jewels, and fair vestures, of which I have been despoiled, 
having now satisfied you for my ransom as a true prisoner." 


"Touching your brethren, Sir Prior," said Locksley, "they shall have present 
freedom, it were unjust to detain them; touching your horses and mules, they 
shall also be restored, with such spending-money as may enable you to reach 
York, for it were cruel to deprive you of the means of journeying.--But as 
concerning rings, jewels, chains, and what else, you must understand that we are 
men of tender consciences, and will not yield to a venerable man like yourself, 
who should be dead to the vanities of this life, the strong temptation to break the 
rule of his foundation, by wearing rings, chains, or other vain gauds." 


"Think what you do, my masters," said the Prior, "ere you put your hand on 
the Church's patrimony--These things are 'inter res sacras', and I wot not what 
judgment might ensue were they to be handled by laical hands." 


"I will take care of that, reverend Prior," said the Hermit of Copmanhurst; "for 
I will wear them myself." 


"Friend, or brother," said the Prior, in answer to this solution of his doubts, "if 
thou hast really taken religious orders, I pray thee to look how thou wilt answer 
to thine official for the share thou hast taken in this day's work." 


"Friend Prior," returned the Hermit, "you are to know that I belong to a little 
diocese, where I am my own diocesan, and care as little for the Bishop of York as 
I do for the Abbot of Jorvaulx, the Prior, and all the convent." 


"Thou art utterly irregular," said the Prior; "one of those disorderly men, who, 
taking on them the sacred character without due cause, profane the holy rites, 
and endanger the souls of those who take counsel at their hands; 'lapides pro 
pane condonantes iis', giving them stones instead of bread as the Vulgate hath 
it." 

"Nay," said the Friar, "an my brain-pan could have been broken by Latin, it 
had not held so long together.--I say, that easing a world of such misproud 


Thesaurus 
diocesan: (n) bishop, prelate, palliation, reduction, relief, detente, laical: (adj) laic, lay, temporal, profane, 
reverence, primate, eminence, elder, disembarrassment, mitigation, dissolute, civil, bad, lewd. 
minister, archbishop, metropolitan. modification, lessening, ease. pane: (n) window pane, paneling, 
disorderly: (adj) wild, disordered, endanger: (v) imperil, hazard, venture, pane of glass, panelling, 
chaotic, boisterous, jumbled, menace, scupper, queer, peril, windowpane, window-pane, board, 
disorganized, unruly, rowdy, untidy, jeopardise; (n, v) risk, danger, expose square, sheet of glass, leaf, box. 
irregular; (adj, v) lawless. to danger. ANTONYMS: (v) protect, restitution: (n) restoration, return, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, neat, shelter, aid, assist, guard, preserve, reparation, recompense, refund, 
arranged, peaceful, organized, help, save, safeguard. amends, redress, atonement, 
systematized, conforming, ordered, jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, repayment, regeneration, renovation. 
restrained, behaved, coherent. hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, ANTONYMS: (n) abolition, decline. 


easing: (n) easement, decrease, fineness, earrings, decoration. 
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priests as thou art of their jewels and their gimcracks, is a lawful spoiling of the 
Egyptians." 
"Thou be'st a hedge-priest," said the Prior, in great wrath, "'excommuicabo 


VOS 


"Thou best thyself more like a thief and a heretic," said the Friar, equally 
indignant; "I will pouch up no such affront before my parishioners, as thou 
thinkest it not shame to put upon me, although I be a reverend brother to thee. 
'Ossa ejus perfringam', I will break your bones, as the Vulgate hath it." 


"Hola!" cried the Captain, "come the reverend brethren to such terms?--Keep 
thine assurance of peace, Friar.--Prior, an thou hast not made thy peace perfect 
with God, provoke the Friar no further.--Hermit, let the reverend father depart in 
peace, as a ransomed man." 


The yeomen separated the incensed priests, who continued to raise their 
voices, vituperating each other in bad Latin, which the Prior delivered the more 
fluently, and the Hermit with the greater vehemence. The Prior at length 
recollected himself sufficiently to be aware that he was compromising his 
dignity, by squabbling with such a hedge-priest as the Outlaw's chaplain, and 
being joined by his attendants, rode off with considerably less pomp, and in a 
much more apostolical condition, so far as worldly matters were concerned, than 
he had exhibited before this rencounter. 


It remained that the Jew should produce some security for the ransom which 
he was to pay on the Prior's account, as well as upon his own. He gave, 
accordingly, an order sealed with his signet, to a brother of his tribe at York, 
requiring him to pay to the bearer the sum of a thousand crowns, and to deliver 
certain merchandises specified in the note. 


"My brother Sheva," he said, groaning deeply, "hath the key of my 
warehouses." 


"And of the vaulted chamber," whispered Locksley. 


"No, no--may Heaven forefend!" said Isaac; "evil is the hour that let any one 
whomsoever into that secret!" 


Thesaurus 
affront: (n, v) insult, abuse, outrage, moderate, vulnerable, awkward, sundries, whatchamacallit, nonsense, 
slight, snub; (v) face, offend; (n) intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; decoration, codswallop. 
disgrace, slur, offense, mortification. (adv) halfway. parishioners: (n) people attending 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) please, fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, worship, worshippers. 
placate, mollify, gratify, flatter, eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, spoiling: (n) spoilage, spoilation, 
assuage, appease, adulate; (n) articulately, clearly, persuasively, despoliation, deterioration, 
pleasantry, appeasement. verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
apostolical: (adj) pontifical, papal. ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly. injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 
bearer: (n) holder, carrier, messenger, gave: (v) deliver, allow, allot, provide, lenient. 
porter, courier, envoy, traveller, furnish, impart, administer; (n) gives. squabbling: (n) contention, argument, 
griever, hamal, lamenter, mourner. gimcracks: (n) falderal, gimcrackery, bickering, altercation, internal strife, 


compromising: (adj) conciliatory, folderol, stuff, sundry, whatsis, backbiting. 
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"It is safe with me," said the Outlaw, "so be that this thy scroll produce the 
sum therein nominated and set down.--But what now, Isaac? art dead? art 
stupefied? hath the payment of a thousand crowns put thy daughter's peril out 
of thy mind?" 

The Jew started to his feet--"No, Diccon, no--I will presently set forth.-- 
Farewell, thou whom I may not call good, and dare not and will not call evil." 


Yet ere Isaac departed, the Outlaw Chief bestowed on him this parting 
advice:--"Be liberal of thine offers, Isaac, and spare not thy purse for thy 
daughter's safety. Credit me, that the gold thou shalt spare in her cause, will 
hereafter give thee as much agony as if it were poured molten down thy throat." 


Isaac acquiesced with a deep groan, and set forth on his journey, 
accompanied by two tall foresters, who were to be his guides, and at the same 
time his guards, through the wood. 


The Black Knight, who had seen with no small interest these various 
proceedings, now took his leave of the Outlaw in turn; nor could he avoid 
expressing his surprise at having witnessed so much of civil policy amongst 
persons cast out from all the ordinary protection and influence of the laws. 


"Good fruit, Sir Knight," said the yeoman, "will sometimes grow on a sorry 
tree; and evil times are not always productive of evil alone and unmixed. 
Amongst those who are drawn into this lawless state, there are, doubtless, 
numbers who wish to exercise its license with some moderation, and some who 
regret, it may be, that they are obliged to follow such a trade at all." 


"And to one of those," said the Knight, "I am now, I presume, speaking?" 


"Sir Knight," said the Outlaw, "we have each our secret. You are welcome to 
form your judgment of me, and I may use my conjectures touching you, though 
neither of our shafts may hit the mark they are shot at. But as I do not pray to be 
admitted into your mystery, be not offended that I preserve my own." 


"I crave pardon, brave Outlaw," said the Knight, "your reproof is just. But it 
may be we shall meet hereafter with less of concealment on either side.-- 
Meanwhile we part friends, do we not?" 


Thesaurus 
expressing: (adj) significant; (n) poured: (adj) concrete. reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure, 
speech. presently: (adv) instantly, directly, rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
nominated: (adj) named, appointive, currently, before long, shortly, soon, admonition, reprehension, blame, 
selected, nominal, listed, elected, now, at present, readily, just, condemnation, objurgation, 
designated, chosen, voted, actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, castigation. 
nominative. now, formerly. stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, regret: (n, v) grieve, sorrow; (v) bewail, astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
appreciative, forced, accountable, lament, mourn, bemoan, deplore; (n) dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
compelled; (adj, v) bound, under remorse, penitence, compunction, flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) contrition. ANTONYMS: (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) welcome, praise; (n) idealism, unimpressed. 


ungrateful. shamelessness, joy, satisfaction. therein: (adv) in this, in there. 
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"There is my hand upon it," said Locksley; "and I will call it the hand of a true 
Englishman, though an outlaw for the present." 


"And there is mine in return," said the Knight, "and I hold it honoured by 
being clasped with yours. For he that does good, having the unlimited power to 
do evil, deserves praise not only for the good which he performs, but for the evil 


which he forbears. 


Fare thee well, gallant Outlaw!" 


Thus parted that fair 


fellowship; and He of the Fetterlock, mounting upon his strong war-horse, rode 


off through the forest. 


evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 


Thesaurus 


(adj) biased, unjust, exceptional, dark, 


partial, mismatched, unwarranted, 
foul, imbalanced, prejudiced, poor. 


disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: (n) forbears: (n) lineage, forefathers. 


goodness, righteousness, morality; 
(adj) kindhearted, righteous, benign, 
moral, pure, upright, virtuous, 
sinless. 

fair: (adj) clear, beautiful, sweet, 
reasonable, dispassionate, average, 
fine, impartial; (adj, v) bright; (adj, 
adv) clean; (n) blonde. ANTONYMS: 


mounting: (n, v) mount; (adj, n) 
climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, 
frame, assembly, chassis, framework, 
ascension; (adj, adv) rising. 

praise: (v) approve, extol, flatter, 
celebrate, glorify; (n, v) commend, 
compliment, honor, glory, acclaim; 
(n) applause. ANTONYMS: (n) 


criticism, disparagement; (v) 
reprimand, disparage, reproach, 
scold, belittle, rebuke, chastise, 
denigrate, sully. 

unlimited: (adj) boundless, 
unconditional, immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, absolute, indefinite, 
infinite, total, measureless, 
illimitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restricted, partial, constrained, 
provisional, small. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 


KING JOHN.--I'll tell thee what, my friend, 
He is a very serpent in my way; 
And wheresoe'er this foot of mine doth tread, 
He lies before me. — 
Dost thou understand me? 
King John 


There was brave feasting in the Castle of York, to which Prince John had 
invited those nobles, prelates, and leaders, by whose assistance he hoped to carry 
through his ambitious projects upon his brother's throne. Waldemar Fitzurse, his 
able and politic agent, was at secret work among them, tempering all to that 
pitch of courage which was necessary in making an open declaration of their 
purpose. But their enterprise was delayed by the absence of more than one main 
limb of the confederacy. The stubborn and daring, though brutal courage of 
Front-de-Boeuf; the buoyant spirits and bold bearing of De Bracy; the sagacity, 
martial experience, and renowned valour of Brian de Bois-Guilbert, were 
important to the success of their conspiracy; and, while cursing in secret their 
unnecessary and unmeaning absence, neither John nor his adviser dared to 
proceed without them. Isaac the Jew also seemed to have vanished, and with 
him the hope of certain sums of money, making up the subsidy for which Prince 


Thesaurus 


buoyant: (adj) cheerful, light, serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, subsidy: (n) grant, aid, backing, 


optimistic, lighthearted, airy, 
hopeful, floaty, bright, blithe, elastic; 
(adj, n) sanguine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heavy, weighted, down, depressed, 
somber, miserable, serious, 
melancholy, downbeat. 

cursing: (adj) cursed, execrative; (n) 
blasphemy, anathema, swearing, 
swear word, malediction, execration, 
denunciation, cursedness; (v) 
beshrew. 


snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose. 


stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 


intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 
tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble. 


support, endowment, price support, 
assistance, funding; (n, v) allowance; 
(v) contribution, subscription. 

tempering: (n) hardening, toughening, 
change; (adj) moderating; (v) adjust. 

unmeaning: (adj) insignificant, 
meaningless, senseless, nonsensical, 
irrational, expressionless, gibberish, 
foolish, peanut, weetless, 
undistinguished. 
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John had contracted with that Israelite and his brethren. This deficiency was 
likely to prove perilous in an emergency so critical. 


It was on the morning after the fall of Torquilstone, that a confused report 
began to spread abroad in the city of York, that De Bracy and Bois-Guilbert, with 
their confederate Front-de-Boeuf, had been taken or slain. Waldemar brought 
the rumour to Prince John, announcing, that he feared its truth the more that 
they had set out with a small attendance, for the purpose of committing an 
assault on the Saxon Cedric and his attendants. At another time the Prince 
would have treated this deed of violence as a good jest; but now, that it 
interfered with and impeded his own plans, he exclaimed against the 
perpetrators, and spoke of the broken laws, and the infringement of public order 
and of private property, in a tone which might have become King Alfred. 


"The unprincipled marauders," he said--"were I ever to become monarch of 
England, I would hang such transgressors over the drawbridges of their own 
castles." 


"But to become monarch of England," said his Ahithophel coolly, "it is 
necessary not only that your Grace should endure the transgressions of these 
unprincipled marauders, but that you should afford them your protection, 
notwithstanding your laudable zeal for the laws they are in the habit of 
infringing. We shall be finely helped, if the churl Saxons should have realized 
your Grace's vision, of converting feudal drawbridges into gibbets; and yonder 
bold-spirited Cedric seemeth one to whom such an imagination might occur. 
Your Grace is well aware, it will be dangerous to stir without Front-de-Boeuf, De 
Bracy, and the Templar; and yet we have gone too far to recede with safety." 


Prince John struck his forehead with impatience, and then began to stride up 
and down the apartment. 

"The villains," he said, "the base treacherous villains, to desert me at this 
pinch!" 

"Nay, say rather the feather-pated giddy madmen," said Waldemar, "who 
must be toying with follies when such business was in hand." 


Thesaurus 
contracted: (adj) insular, contract, enthusiasm, edginess; (adj) rate, toddle, stump; (n) footstep, gait, 
constricted, tight, bound, close, nonendurance. ANTONYMS: (n) progress; (v) march. 
narrow-minded, confined, brief; (v) calmness, endurance, apathy. toying: (n) flirtation, coquetry, flirting, 
shrunk; (adj, v) selfish. ANTONYM: impeded: (adj) blocked, disabled, flirt, tease, romp, prickteaser, play, 
(adj) expanded. hampered, crippled, slow. minx, gambol, frolic. 
converting: (n) conversion, converting infringement: (n) violation, infraction, treacherous: (adj) unfaithful, deceitful, 
operation. encroachment, breach, trespass, false, perfidious, dangerous, disloyal, 
feudal: (adj) feudatory, medieval, contravention, transgression, unreliable, unsafe, Punic, fraudulent, 
feodal. breaking, crime, assault, invasion. faithless. ANTONYMS: (adj) faithful, 
impatience: (n) annoyance, eagerness, infringing: (n) infringement; (v) loyal, honest, safe, true, genuine, 
anger, intolerance, restlessness, infringe; (adj) lawless. forthright, stable, harmless, 


fidget, nervousness, fidgetiness, stride: (n, v) pace, tread, walk, stalk, dependable, open. 
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"What is to be done?" said the Prince, stopping short before Waldemar. 


"I know nothing which can be done," answered his counsellor, "save that 
which I have already taken order for.--I came not to bewail this evil chance with 
your Grace, until I had done my best to remedy it." 


"Thou art ever my better angel, Waldemar," said the Prince; "and when I have 
such a chancellor to advise withal, the reign of John will be renowned in our 
annals.--What hast thou commanded?" 


"I have ordered Louis Winkelbrand, De Bracy's lieutenant, to cause his 
trumpet sound to horse, and to display his banner, and to set presently forth 
towards the castle of Front-de-Boeuf, to do what yet may be done for the succour 
of our friends." 


Prince John's face flushed with the pride of a spoilt child, who has 
undergone what it conceives to be an insult. "By the face of God!" he said, 
"Waldemar Fitzurse, much hast thou taken upon thee! and over malapert thou 
wert to cause trumpet to blow, or banner to be raised, in a town where ourselves 
were in presence, without our express command." 


"I crave your Grace's pardon," said Fitzurse, internally cursing the idle vanity 
of his patron; "but when time pressed, and even the loss of minutes might be 
fatal, I judged it best to take this much burden upon me, in a matter of such 
importance to your Grace's interest." 


"Thou art pardoned, Fitzurse," said the prince, gravely; "thy purpose hath 
atoned for thy hasty rashness.--But whom have we here?--De Bracy himself, by 
the rood!--and in strange guise doth he come before us." 


It was indeed De Bracy--"bloody with spurring, fiery red with speed." His 
armour bore all the marks of the late obstinate fray, being broken, defaced, and 
stained with blood in many places, and covered with clay and dust from the crest 
to the spur. Undoing his helmet, he placed it on the table, and stood a moment 
as if to collect himself before be told his news. 


"De Bracy," said Prince John, "what means this?--Speak, I charge thee!--Are 
the Saxons in rebellion?" 


Thesaurus 

bewail: (v) lament, mourn, deplore, feverish, glowing, aroused, aflame, impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
regret, wail, grieve, complain, weep, burning, exultant, exulting; (n) flush, incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
sorrow, repent, moan. ANTONYMS: elated. ANTONYM: (adj) cool. animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
(v) exalt, rejoice, applaud, praise. lieutenant: (n) captain, assistant, discouragement, disincentive, 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, vicegerent, help, helper, first deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit. 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, lieutenant, commodore, chancellor, vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, v) commander, levetenant, delegate. arrogance, futility, inanity, vainglory, 
fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) spoilt: (adj) spoiled, blighted, be conceitedness, pretension, 
calm, passionless, dispassionate, stunted, destroyed, unsound, pomposity; (adj, n) amour propre. 
indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; (adv) corrupt, disordered, reproduced ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
easygoing. fraudulently, defective, defiled, big. humility, importance, value, 


flushed: (adj, n) red, sanguine; (adj) spur: (n) inducement, incentive, effectiveness. 
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"Speak, De Bracy," said Fitzurse, almost in the same moment with his master, 
"thou wert wont to be a man--Where is the Templar? --where Front-de-Boeuf?" 


"The Templar is fled," said De Bracy; "Front-de-Boeuf you will never see more. 
He has found a red grave among the blazing rafters of his own castle and I alone 
am escaped to tell you." 


"Cold news," said Waldemar, "to us, though you speak of fire and 
conflagration." 


"The worst news is not yet said," answered De Bracy; and, coming up to 
Prince John, he uttered in a low and emphatic tone --"Richard is in England--I 
have seen and spoken with him." 


Prince John turned pale, tottered, and caught at the back of an oaken bench to 
support himself--much like to a man who receives an arrow in his bosom. 


"Thou ravest, De Bracy," said Fitzurse, "it cannot be." 

"It is as true as truth itself," said De Bracy; "I was his prisoner, and spoke with 
him." 

"With Richard Plantagenet, sayest thou?" continued Fitzurse. 

"With Richard Plantagenet," replied De Bracy, "with Richard Coeur-de-Lion-- 
with Richard of England." 

"And thou wert his prisoner?" said Waldemar; "he is then at the head of a 
power?" 

"No--only a few outlawed yeomen were around him, and to these his person 
is unknown. I heard him say he was about to depart from them. He joined them 
only to assist at the storming of Torquilstone." 

"Ay," said Fitzurse, "such is indeed the fashion of Richard --a true knight- 
errant he, and will wander in wild adventure, trusting the prowess of his single 
arm, like any Sir Guy or Sir Bevis, while the weighty affairs of his kingdom 
slumber, and his own safety is endangered.--What dost thou propose to do De 


Bracy?" 


emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 
expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted. 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


Thesaurus 


frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable. 

propose: (v) bid, nominate, design, 
plan, proffer, move, intend, mean, 
aim, suggest; (n, v) advance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, improvise, 
oppose. 

prowess: (n) bravery, valor, art, 
heroism, proficiency, mastery, 
expertise, gallantry, intrepidity, 
chivalry, skill. ANTONYMS: (n) 


inability, ineptitude. 

storming: (n) assault, storm, night 
raid, beginning, sortie, onset, 
bravado; (adj) tempestuous, angry, 
stormy, turbulent. 

wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) settle, stay, think, 
converge. 
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"I?--I offered Richard the service of my Free Lances, and he refused them--I 
will lead them to Hull, seize on shipping, and embark for Flanders; thanks to the 
bustling times, a man of action will always find employment. And thou, 
Waldemar, wilt thou take lance and shield, and lay down thy policies, and wend 
along with me, and share the fate which God sends us?" 


"I am too old, Maurice, and I have a daughter," answered Waldemar. 


"Give her to me, Fitzurse, and I will maintain her as fits her rank, with the 
help of lance and stirrup," said De Bracy. 


"Not so," answered Fitzurse; "I will take sanctuary in this church of Saint 
Peter--the Archbishop is my sworn brother." 


During this discourse, Prince John had gradually awakened from the stupor 
into which he had been thrown by the unexpected intelligence, and had been 
attentive to the conversation which passed betwixt his followers. "They fall off 
from me," he said to himself, "they hold no more by me than a withered leaf by 
the bough when a breeze blows on it?--Hell and fiends! can I shape no means for 
myself when I am deserted by these cravens?"--He paused, and there was an 
expression of diabolical passion in the constrained laugh with which he at length 
broke in on their conversation. 


"Ha, ha, ha! my good lords, by the light of Our Lady's brow, I held ye sage 
men, bold men, ready-witted men; yet ye throw down wealth, honour, pleasure, 
all that our noble game promised you, at the moment it might be won by one 
bold cast!" 

"I understand you not," said De Bracy. "As soon as Richard's return is blown 
abroad, he will be at the head of an army, and all is then over with us. I would 
counsel you, my lord, either to fly to France or take the protection of the Queen 
Mother." 

"I seek no safety for myself," said Prince John, haughtily; "that I could secure 
by a word spoken to my brother. But although you, De Bracy, and you, 
Waldemar Fitzurse, are so ready to abandon me, I should not greatly delight to 
see your heads blackening on Clifford's gate yonder. Thinkest thou, Waldemar, 


Thesaurus 


attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate. 

blackening: (n) blackened, density, 
alkaline blackening, character 
assassination. 

diabolical: (adj) diabolic, demoniac, 


demonic, infernal, hellish, unholy, 
fiendish, wicked, satanic, atrocious, 
evil. 

embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, 
venture, enter, sail, commence, get 
on, open, go on board, go into. 
ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark. 

stupor: (n) lethargy, stupefaction, 
coma, shock, insensibility, 
unconsciousness, trance, 
sluggishness, torpor, haze, 
grogginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 


alertness, awareness, wakefulness. 

sworn: (adj) extreme, mortal, 
implacable, engaged, dedicated, 
committed, betrothed, bespoken, 
affianced, inveterate. 

wend: (v) go, pass, repair, proceed, 
cruise; (n) walk, tread, step, pace, 
plod, march. 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump. 
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that the wily Archbishop will not suffer thee to be taken from the very horns of 
the altar, would it make his peace with King Richard? And forgettest thou, De 
Bracy, that Robert Estoteville lies betwixt thee and Hull with all his forces, and 
that the Earl of Essex is gathering his followers? If we had reason to fear these 
levies even before Richard's return, trowest thou there is any doubt now which 
party their leaders will take? Trust me, Estoteville alone has strength enough to 
drive all thy Free Lances into the Humber."--Waldemar Fitzurse and De Bracy 
looked in each other's faces with blank dismay.--"There is but one road to safety," 
continued the Prince, and his brow grew black as midnight; "this object of our 
terror journeys alone--He must be met withal." 


"Not by me," said De Bracy, hastily; "I was his prisoner, and he took me to 
mercy. I will not harm a feather in his crest." 


"Who spoke of harming him?" said Prince John, with a hardened laugh; "the 
knave will say next that I meant he should slay him! --No--a prison were better; 
and whether in Britain or Austria, what matters it?--Things will be but as they 
were when we commenced our enterprise--It was founded on the hope that 
Richard would remain a captive in Germany--Our uncle Robert lived and died in 
the castle of Cardiffe." 


"Ay, but," said Waldemar, "your sire Henry sate more firm in his seat than 
your Grace can. I say the best prison is that which is made by the sexton--no 
dungeon like a church-vault! I have said my say." 


"Prison or tomb," said De Bracy, "I wash my hands of the whole matter." 
"Villain!" said Prince John, "thou wouldst not bewray our counsel?" 


"Counsel was never bewrayed by me," said De Bracy, haughtily, "nor must 
the name of villain be coupled with mine!" 


"Peace, Sir Knight!" said Waldemar; "and you, good my lord, forgive the 
scruples of valiant De Bracy; I trust I shall soon remove them." 


"That passes your eloquence, Fitzurse," replied the Knight. 


"Why, good Sir Maurice," rejoined the wily politician, "start not aside like a 
scared steed, without, at least, considering the object of your terror.--This 


Thesaurus 
altar: (n) shrine, Communion table, confer, warn; (n, v) caution, advocate; tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
sanctuary, table, structure, sanctum (n) barrister, advisement, habitual, enured, veteran. 
sanctorum, sacristy, construction, consultation, admonition. ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
examination hall, holy of Holies. ANTONYMS: (v) betray, trick, smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, 
bewray: (v) declare, break, impart, deceive, conceal, oppose; (n) eeling, mild. 
give away, reveal, expose, divulge, warning. mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, pity, 
discover, disclose, abandon. coupled: (adj) conjugate, linked, avor, leniency, pardon, forgiveness, 
brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, united, double, joined, associated, grace, charity, humanity; (n, v) 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, conjugated, attached, fixed, twin, quarter. ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: (n) paired. ANTONYM: (adj) unrelated. harshness, unkindness, severity, 
trough. hardened: (adj) hard, callous, mercilessness, ruthlessness, 


counsel: (v) advise, consult, admonish, confirmed, tough, indurated, impatience, inhumanity. 
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Richard--but a day since, and it would have been thy dearest wish to have met 
him hand to hand in the ranks of battle--a hundred times I have heard thee wish 
it." 

"Ay," said De Bracy, "but that was as thou sayest, hand to hand, and in the 
ranks of battle! Thou never heardest me breathe a thought of assaulting him 
alone, and in a forest." 


"Thou art no good knight if thou dost scruple at it," said Waldemar. "Was it 
in battle that Lancelot de Lac and Sir Tristram won renown? or was it not by 
encountering gigantic knights under the shade of deep and unknown forests?" 


"Ay, but I promise you," said De Bracy, "that neither Tristram nor Lancelot 
would have been match, hand to hand, for Richard Plantagenet, and I think it 
was not their wont to take odds against a single man." 


"Thou art mad, De Bracy--what is it we propose to thee, a hired and retained 
captain of Free Companions, whose swords are purchased for Prince John's 
service? Thou art apprized of our enemy, and then thou scruplest, though thy 
patron's fortunes, those of thy comrades, thine own, and the life and honour of 
every one amongst us, be at stake!" 


"I tell you," said De Bracy, sullenly, "that he gave me my life. True, he sent me 
from his presence, and refused my homage--so far I owe him neither favour nor 
allegiance--but I will not lift hand against him." 


"It needs not--send Louis Winkelbrand and a score of thy lances." 


"Ye have sufficient ruffians of your own," said De Bracy; "not one of mine 
shall budge on such an errand." 

"Art thou so obstinate, De Bracy?" said Prince John; "and wilt thou forsake me, 
after so many protestations of zeal for my service?" 


"I mean it not," said De Bracy; "I will abide by you in aught that becomes a 
knight, whether in the lists or in the camp; but this highway practice comes not 
within my vow." 


Thesaurus 
assaulting: (n) salience. choose, prefer, privilege, facilitate, likeliness, chances, disparity, 
breathe: (n, v) respire, subsist, imply; approve. prospect; (v) dissension; (adj) odd. 
(n) breath, bespeak; (adj, n, v) live; (v) fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, ANTONYM: (n) unlikelihood. 
exhale, exist, emit, rest, be. personal narrative, life, journal. retained: (adj) maintained, reserved, 
ANTONYMS: (v) suffocate, hide, highway: (n) highroad, way, path, durable, haunting, lasting, not shed, 
choke, asphyxiate, drain, die, inhale. route, street, thoroughfare, course, permanent, persistent, relentless, 
budge: (adj, v) move, go; (v) stir, main road, expressway, bus, freeway. repaired, aeonian. 
agitate, change, sway, dislodge, hired: (adj) leased, chartered, shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
bump, rouse, push; (adj) flit. mercenary, hackneyed, hack; (v) tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, stay. contented, compensated, paid. blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
favour: (n) relief, goodness, assistance, odds: (n) likelihood, probability, (n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 


office, favoritism, benignity; (v) possibility, chance, advantage, clarify, expose. 
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"Come hither, Waldemar," said Prince John. "An unhappy prince am I. My 
father, King Henry, had faithful servants--He had but to say that he was plagued 
with a factious priest, and the blood of Thomas-a-Becket, saint though he was, 
stained the steps of his own altar.--Tracy, Morville, Brito loyal and daring 
subjects, your names, your spirit, are extinct! and although Reginald Fitzurse 
hath left a son, he hath fallen off from his father's fidelity and courage." 


"He has fallen off from neither," said Waldemar Fitzurse; "and since it may 
not better be, I will take on me the conduct of this perilous enterprise. Dearly, 
however, did my father purchase the praise of a zealous friend; and yet did his 
proof of loyalty to Henry fall far short of what I am about to afford; for rather 
would I assail a whole calendar of saints, than put spear in rest against Coeur-de- 
Lion.--De Bracy, to thee I must trust to keep up the spirits of the doubtful, and to 
guard Prince John's person. If you receive such news as I trust to send you, our 
enterprise will no longer wear a doubtful aspect.--Page," he said, "hie to my 
lodgings, and tell my armourer to be there in readiness; and bid Stephen 
Wetheral, Broad Thoresby, and the Three Spears of Spyinghow, come to me 
instantly; and let the scout-master, Hugh Bardon, attend me also.--Adieu, my 
Prince, till better times." Thus speaking, he left the apartment. "He goes to make 
my brother prisoner," said Prince John to De Bracy, "with as little touch of 
compunction, as if it but concerned the liberty of a Saxon franklin. I trust he will 
observe our orders, and use our dear Richard's person with all due respect." 


De Bracy only answered by a smile. 


"By the light of Our Lady's brow," said Prince John, "our orders to him were 
most precise--though it may be you heard them not, as we stood together in the 
oriel window--Most clear and positive was our charge that Richard's safety 
should be cared for, and woe to Waldemar's head if he transgress it!" 


"I had better pass to his lodgings," said De Bracy, "and make him fully aware 
of your Grace's pleasure; for, as it quite escaped my ear, it may not perchance 
have reached that of Waldemar." 


Thesaurus 
extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, franklin: (n) frank, landowner, down, obsessed, besieged, beset, 
departed, obsolete, extinguished, landholder, Benjamin Franklin, John overwhelmed. 
exhausted, inanimate, out, quenched, hope Franklin. till: (conj, prep) until, unto; (v) plow, 
gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) alive, lodgings: (n) digs, accommodation, hoe, farm, dig; (adj) up to; (n) tiller, 
living, extant, active, dormant, domiciliation, lodging, billet, drawer; (adv) so far; (prep) to. 
thriving, existing, live. housing, quarters, residence, pad, zealous: (adj) keen, enthusiastic, 
factious: (adj) rebellious, seditious, living quarters, launchpad. fervent, ardent, avid, devoted, 
divisive, quarrelsome, turbulent, oriel: (n) recess, corner, cove, crypt, strenuous, vehement, glowing, fiery; 
contumacious, mutinous, willful, niche, nook, bay, Oriol, pigeonhole, (adj, n) passionate. ANTONYMS: 
argumentative, contentious, stall, coign. (adj) indifferent, apathetic, 
demagogical. ANTONYMS: (adj) plagued: (adj) overrun, inundated, unenthusiastic, cool, halfhearted, 


harmonious, agreeing, cooperative. snowed under, beleaguered, weighed moderate. 
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"Nay, nay," said Prince John, impatiently, "I promise thee he heard me; and, 
besides, I have farther occupation for thee. Maurice, come hither; let me lean on 
thy shoulder." 


They walked a turn through the hall in this familiar posture, and Prince John, 
with an air of the most confidential intimacy, proceeded to say, "What thinkest 
thou of this Waldemar Fitzurse, my De Bracy?--He trusts to be our Chancellor. 
Surely we will pause ere we give an office so high to one who shows evidently 
how little he reverences our blood, by his so readily undertaking this enterprise 
against Richard. Thou dost think, I warrant, that thou hast lost somewhat of our 
regard, by thy boldly declining this unpleasing task--But no, Maurice! I rather 
honour thee for thy virtuous constancy. There are things most necessary to be 
done, the perpetrator of which we neither love nor honour; and there may be 
refusals to serve us, which shall rather exalt in our estimation those who deny 
our request. The arrest of my unfortunate brother forms no such good title to the 
high office of Chancellor, as thy chivalrous and courageous denial establishes in 
thee to the truncheon of High Marshal. Think of this, De Bracy, and begone to 
thy charge." 


"Fickle tyrant!" muttered De Bracy, as he left the presence of the Prince; "evil 
luck have they who trust thee. Thy Chancellor, indeed!--He who hath the 
keeping of thy conscience shall have an easy charge, I trow. But High Marshal of 
England! that," he said, extending his arm, as if to grasp the baton of office, and 
assuming a loftier stride along the antechamber, "that is indeed a prize worth 
playing for!" 

De Bracy had no sooner left the apartment than Prince John summoned an 
attendant. 


"Bid Hugh Bardon, our scout-master, come hither, as soon as he shall have 
spoken with Waldemar Fitzurse." 


The scout-master arrived after a brief delay, during which John traversed the 
apartment with, unequal and disordered steps. 


"Bardon," said he, "what did Waldemar desire of thee?" 


Thesaurus 

establishes: (v) establish; (adj) undertaking: (n) promise, attempt, unpleasing: (adj) displeasing, 
established. project, venture, adventure, graceless, ungracious, unpleasant, 

estimation: (n) deference, assessment, endeavor, job, effort; (n, v) task, labor, disagreeable, wicked, not grateful, 
calculation, approximation, business. offensive, perturbed, restless, stiff. 
appraisal, attention; (n, v) esteem, unequal: (adj) different, unlike, virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
consideration, regard, reputation, uneven, rough, lopsided, unfair, righteous, good, moral, just, 
credit. ANTONYMS: (n) calculation, inadequate, disparate, honorable, honest, respectable, 
disbelief, doubt. disproportionate, unbalanced, decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

perpetrator: (n) offender, doer, unsymmetrical. ANTONYMS: (adj) bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
criminal, performer, actor, agent, equal, even, fair, identical, similar, unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
delinquent, malefactor, crook, same, level, constant, balanced, like, irreverent. 


wrongdoer, hoodlum. corresponding. 
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"Two resolute men, well acquainted with these northern wilds, and skilful in 
tracking the tread of man and horse." 


"And thou hast fitted him?" 


"Let your grace never trust me else," answered the master of the spies. "One 
is from Hexamshire; he is wont to trace the Tynedale and Teviotdale thieves, as a 
bloodhound follows the slot of a hurt deer. The other is Yorkshire bred, and has 
twanged his bowstring right oft in merry Sherwood; he knows each glade and 
dingle, copse and high-wood, betwixt this and Richmond." 


"Tis well," said the Prince.--"Goes Waldemar forth with them?" 
"Instantly," said Bardon. 
"With what attendance?" asked John, carelessly. 


"Broad Thoresby goes with him, and Wetheral, whom they call, for his 
cruelty, Stephen Steel-heart; and three northern men-at-arms that belonged to 
Ralph Middleton's gang--they are called the Spears of Spyinghow." 


"Tis well," said Prince John; then added, after a moment's pause, "Bardon, it 
imports our service that thou keep a strict watch on Maurice De Bracy--so that he 
shall not observe it, however--And let us know of his motions from time to time - 
-with whom he converses, what he proposeth. Fail not in this, as thou wilt be 
answerable." 


Hugh Bardon bowed, and retired. 


"If Maurice betrays me," said Prince John--"if he betrays me, as his bearing 
leads me to fear, I will have his head, were Richard thundering at the gates of 
York." 


Thesaurus 
bloodhound: (n) sleuthhound, hound, benevolence, sensitivity, liberty, unbending, courageous. 
sleuth, blood hound. decency. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
copse: (n) brush, coppice, brake, deer: (n) caribou, buck, fawn, stag, uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
brushwood, forest, underwood, reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
grove, spinney, thicket, undergrowth, roe, roebuck, hart. undecided. 
canebrake. forth: (adv) away, along, onward, slot: (n, v) slit; (n) place, notch, gap, 
cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, ahead, before, on, off, on the high opening, position, aperture, rift, cut, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, road, on the road, on the way, under split, crevice. 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, way. tracking: (n) trailing, rutting, 
mercilessness, harshness. resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, _ trajectography, chase, following, 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) blade tracking, rut, space tracking, 


gentleness, friendliness, humanity, inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, tracking control. 
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CHAPTER XXXV 


Arouse the tiger of Hyrcanian deserts, 
Strive with the half-starved lion for his prey; 
Lesser the risk, than rouse the slumbering fire 
Of wild Fanaticism. 
Anonymus 


Our tale now returns to Isaac of York.--Mounted upon a mule, the gift of the 
Outlaw, with two tall yeomen to act as his guard and guides, the Jew had set out 
for the Preceptory of Templestowe, for the purpose of negotiating his daughter's 
redemption. The Preceptory was but a day's journey from the demolished castle 
of Torquilstone, and the Jew had hoped to reach it before nightfall; accordingly, 
having dismissed his guides at the verge of the forest, and rewarded them with a 
piece of silver, he began to press on with such speed as his weariness permitted 
him to exert. But his strength failed him totally ere he had reached within four 
miles of the Temple-Court; racking pains shot along his back and through his 
limbs, and the excessive anguish which he felt at heart being now augmented by 
bodily suffering, he was rendered altogether incapable of proceeding farther 
than a small market-town, were dwelt a Jewish Rabbi of his tribe, eminent in the 
medical profession, and to whom Isaac was well known. Nathan Ben Israel 
received his suffering countryman with that kindness which the law prescribed, 
and which the Jews practised to each other. He insisted on his betaking himself 


Thesaurus 
anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) torment, unremarkable, common, piercing, acute, grueling, harrowing, 
agony, torture, distress, misery, uncelebrated, unimportant, painful; (n) grinding. 
suffering, despair, grief, sorrow. insignificant, humble, ordinary. slumbering: (adj) dormant, asleep, 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, latent. ANTONYM: (adj) awake. 
happiness, calm, euphoria, apply, strain, operate, have recourse verge: (n, v) edge, skirt; (n) boundary, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, to, profit by; (n) excite, energize. brink, margin, limit, rim, bound, 
hopefulness. nightfall: (n) dusk, evening, twilight, brim, side; (v) bend. ANTONYMS: 
eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, sunset, gloaming, evenfall, dark, (n) end, middle; (v) retreat. 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, eventide, sundown, darkness, fall. weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 
big, famous, renowned, conspicuous, ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, sunrise. lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) racking: (v) corroding, consuming, defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 


undistinguished, obscure, low, cutting, searching; (adj) agonizing, boredom, ennui, prostration. 
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to repose, and used such remedies as were then in most repute to check the 
progress of the fever, which terror, fatigue, ill usage, and sorrow, had brought 
upon the poor old Jew. 


On the morrow, when Isaac proposed to arise and pursue his journey, 
Nathan remonstrated against his purpose, both as his host and as his physician. 
It might cost him, he said, his life. But Isaac replied, that more than life and death 
depended upon his going that morning to Templestowe. 


"To Templestowe!" said his host with surprise again felt his pulse, and then 
muttered to himself, "His fever is abated, yet seems his mind somewhat 
alienated and disturbed." 


"And why not to Templestowe?" answered his patient. "I grant thee, Nathan, 
that it is a dwelling of those to whom the despised Children of the Promise are a 
stumbling-block and an abomination; yet thou knowest that pressing affairs of 
traffic sometimes carry us among these bloodthirsty Nazarene soldiers, and that 
we visit the Preceptories of the Templars, as well as the Commanderies of the 
Knights Hospitallers, as they are called." 


"I know it well," said Nathan; "but wottest thou that Lucas de Beaumanoir, 
the chief of their Order, and whom they term Grand Master, is now himself at 
Templestowe?" 


"I know it not," said Isaac; "our last letters from our brethren at Paris advised 
us that he was at that city, beseeching Philip for aid against the Sultan Saladine." 


"He hath since come to England, unexpected by his brethren," said Ben Israel; 
"and he cometh among them with a strong and outstretched arm to correct and 
to punish. His countenance is kindled in anger against those who have departed 
from the vow which they have made, and great is the fear of those sons of Belial. 
Thou must have heard of his name?" 


"It is well known unto me," said Isaac; "the Gentiles deliver this Lucas 
Beaumanoir as a man zealous to slaying for every point of the Nazarene law; 
and our brethren have termed him a fierce destroyer of the Saracens, and a cruel 
tyrant to the Children of the Promise." 


Thesaurus 

advised: (adj) studied, considered, beseechingly. ANTONYM: (adj) Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever. 
premeditated, deliberate, calculated, imperative. outstretched: (adj) extended, lengthy, 
intended; (v) determinate, express, fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, flat, open, unfolded, stretched, broad, 
designed. harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) wiredrawn, wide, long. 

alienated: (adj) disaffected, antisocial, exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. repute: (n, v) reputation, report, 
bitter, confused, contumacious, cool, ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, esteem, respect, honor; (n) name, 
disloyal, anomic, disturbed, far, vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, character, celebrity, standing; (v) 
factious. renew, rejuvenate, restore, count, regard as. 

beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, invigorate. slaying: (n) homicide, assassination, 
imploring, pleading, precative, fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, slaughter, carnage, killing, 
supplicatory, precatory, importunate; heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, bloodshed, elimination, parricide, 


(n) prayer; (v) plead; (adv) Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, fratricide, destruction, liquidation. 
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"And truly have they termed him," said Nathan the physician. "Other 
Templars may be moved from the purpose of their heart by pleasure, or bribed 
by promise of gold and silver; but Beaumanoir is of a different stamp--hating 
sensuality, despising treasure, and pressing forward to that which they call the 
crown of martyrdom--The God of Jacob speedily send it unto him, and unto 
them all! Specially hath this proud man extended his glove over the children of 
Judah, as holy David over Edom, holding the murder of a Jew to be all offering 
of as sweet savour as the death of a Saracen. Impious and false things has he 
said even of the virtues of our medicines, as if they were the devices of Satan-- 
The Lord rebuke him!" 


"Nevertheless," said Isaac, "I must present myself at Templestowe, though he 
hath made his face like unto a fiery furnace seven times heated." 


He then explained to Nathan the pressing cause of his journey. The Rabbi 
listened with interest, and testified his sympathy after the fashion of his people, 
rending his clothes, and saying, "Ah, my daughter!--ah, my daughter!--Alas! for 
the beauty of Zion!--Alas! for the captivity of Israel!" 


"Thou seest," said Isaac, "how it stands with me, and that I may not tarry. 
Peradventure, the presence of this Lucas Beaumanoir, being the chief man over 
them, may turn Brian de Bois-Guilbert from the ill which he doth meditate, and 
that he may deliver to me my beloved daughter Rebecca." 


"Go thou," said Nathan Ben Israel, "and be wise, for wisdom availed Daniel 
in the den of lions into which he was cast; and may it go well with thee, even as 
thine heart wisheth. Yet, if thou canst, keep thee from the presence of the Grand 
Master, for to do foul scorn to our people is his morning and evening delight. It 
may be if thou couldst speak with Bois-Guilbert in private, thou shalt the better 
prevail with him; for men say that these accursed Nazarenes are not of one mind 
in the Preceptory --May their counsels be confounded and brought to shame! 
But do thou, brother, return to me as if it were to the house of thy father, and 
bring me word how it has sped with thee; and well do I hope thou wilt bring 
with thee Rebecca, even the scholar of the wise Miriam, whose cures the Gentiles 
slandered as if they had been wrought by necromancy." 


Thesaurus 

confounded: (adj) bemused, accursed,  ANTONYM: (v) lose. calumniated. 
execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, rending: (adj) ripping, excruciating, virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
confused, puzzled, aghast, perplexed; cacophonous, cacophonic; (v) nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
(adj, v) abashed. harrowing; (n) division, outbreak. custom. 

lions: (n) dogs, order Carnivora, savour: (n, v) relish; (v) taste, enjoy, wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
leopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, devour; (n) flavour, flavor, sapidity, knowledge, sapience, sagacity, sense, 
family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, gusto, piquancy, tang, smack. prudence, discernment, insight, 
Carnivora. scholar: (n) learner, academic, student, learning, depth, reasonableness. 

prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, pundit, apprentice, intellectual, brain, ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, folly, 
govern; (v) dominate, overcome, exhibitioner, academician, professor, inexperience, ignorance, flippancy, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, disciple. ANTONYM: (n) teacher. banality. 


vanquish; (adj) preponderate. slandered: (adj) bespattered, 
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Isaac accordingly bade his friend farewell, and about an hour's riding 
brought him before the Preceptory of Templestowe. 


This establishment of the Templars was seated amidst fair meadows and 
pastures, which the devotion of the former Preceptor had bestowed upon their 
Order. It was strong and well fortified, a point never neglected by these knights, 
and which the disordered state of England rendered peculiarly necessary. Two 
halberdiers, clad in black, guarded the drawbridge, and others, in the same sad 
livery, glided to and fro upon the walls with a funereal pace, resembling spectres 
more than soldiers. The inferior officers of the Order were thus dressed, ever 
since their use of white garments, similar to those of the knights and esquires, 
had given rise to a combination of certain false brethren in the mountains of 
Palestine, terming themselves Templars, and bringing great dishonour on the 
Order. A knight was now and then seen to cross the court in his long white cloak, 
his head depressed on his breast, and his arms folded. They passed each other, if 
they chanced to meet, with a slow, solemn, and mute greeting; for such was the 
rule of their Order, quoting thereupon the holy texts, "In many words thou shalt 
not avoid sin," and "Life and death are in the power of the tongue." In a word, 
the stern ascetic rigour of the Temple discipline, which had been so long 
exchanged for prodigal and licentious indulgence, seemed at once to have 
revived at Templestowe under the severe eye of Lucas Beaumanoir. 


Isaac paused at the gate, to consider how he might seek entrance in the 
manner most likely to bespeak favour; for he was well aware, that to his 
unhappy race the reviving fanaticism of the Order was not less dangerous than 
their unprincipled licentiousness; and that his religion would be the object of 
hate and persecution in the one case, as his wealth would have exposed him in 
the other to the extortions of unrelenting oppression. 


Meantime Lucas Beaumanoir walked in a small garden belonging to the 
Preceptory, included within the precincts of its exterior fortification, and held 
sad and confidential communication with a brother of his Order, who had come 
in his company from Palestine. 


Thesaurus 
funereal: (adj) doleful, dismal, dreary, freedom; (v) license. ANTONYMS: acrimony, severity. 
somber, gloomy, melancholy, (n) decency, restraint. thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, then, 
dolorous, dark, depressing, prodigal: (adj) extravagant, immediately, therefore, therewith, in 
lugubrious; (v) burial ANTONYMS: improvident, generous, lavish, the sequel, close upon, upon which, 
(adj) cheery, lively, cheerful. wasteful, excessive, exuberant, whereupon, accordingly. 
garments: (n) attire, clothing, dress, liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) unrelenting: (adj, n) harsh, hard, 
apparel, raiment, outfit, costume, profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) severe; (adj) stern, relentless, 
garb, array, gear, anything worthless. economical, cautious. implacable, austere, cruel, grim, 
licentiousness: (n) dissolution, quoting: (n) citation. unforgiving, persistent. 
dissipation, lewdness, immorality, rigour: (n) hardship, hardness, ANTONYMS: (adj) feeble, inexorable, 
profligacy, dissoluteness, grimness, rigidity, strict, rigor, sympathetic, temporary, merciful, 


extravagance, evil, indecency, rigorousness, asperity, cruelty, compassionate, finite, gentle. 
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The Grand Master was a man advanced in age, as was testified by his long 
grey beard, and the shaggy grey eyebrows overhanging eyes, of which, however, 
years had been unable to quench the fire. A formidable warrior, his thin and 
severe features retained the soldier's fierceness of expression; an ascetic bigot, 
they were no less marked by the emaciation of abstinence, and the spiritual 
pride of the self-satisfied devotee. Yet with these severer traits of physiognomy, 
there was mixed somewhat striking and noble, arising, doubtless, from the great 
part which his high office called upon him to act among monarchs and princes, 
and from the habitual exercise of supreme authority over the valiant and high- 
born knights, who were united by the rules of the Order. His stature was tall, 
and his gait, undepressed by age and toil, was erect and stately. His white 
mantle was shaped with severe regularity, according to the rule of Saint Bernard 
himself, being composed of what was then called Burrel cloth, exactly fitted to 
the size of the wearer, and bearing on the left shoulder the octangular cross 
peculiar to the Order, formed of red cloth. No vair or ermine decked this 
garment; but in respect of his age, the Grand Master, as permitted by the rules, 
wore his doublet lined and trimmed with the softest lambskin, dressed with the 
wool outwards, which was the nearest approach he could regularly make to the 
use of fur, then the greatest luxury of dress. In his hand he bore that singular 
"abacus", or staff of office, with which Templars are usually represented, having 
at the upper end a round plate, on which was engraved the cross of the Order, 
inscribed within a circle or orle, as heralds term it. His companion, who attended 
on this great personage, had nearly the same dress in all respects, but his extreme 
deference towards his Superior showed that no other equality subsisted between 
them. The Preceptor, for such he was in rank, walked not in a line with the 
Grand Master, but just so far behind that Beaumanoir could speak to him 
without turning round his head. 


"Conrade," said the Grand Master, "dear companion of my battles and my 
toils, to thy faithful bosom alone I can confide my sorrows. To thee alone can I 
tell how oft, since I came to this kingdom, I have desired to be dissolved and to 
be with the just. Not one object in England hath met mine eye which it could rest 
upon with pleasure, save the tombs of our brethren, beneath the massive roof of 


Thesaurus 
bigot: (n) sectarian, fanatic, hypocrite, thinness, leanness, consumption; (v) lambskin: (n) broadtail, pelt, diploma, 
devotee, dogmatist, segregationist, tabes, collapse, tabefaction, vellum, parchment, fleece, animal 
racist, chauvinist, sexist; (adj) bigoted, marasmus; (adj) macilency, marcor. skin, fur. 
opinionist. fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, octangular: (adj) octagonal. 
decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, cruelty, force, brutality, rage, outwards: (adj) out, over, with out; 
ornamented, decorated, festooned. intensity, strength, vehemence, (adv) beyond, out of doors. 
devotee: (n) admirer, buff, enthusiast, | wildness, ferociousness. ANTONYM: (adv) inward. 
fan, addict, follower, lover, adherent, ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) 
groupie; (adj) convert, Christian. calmness, meekness. beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, 
ANTONYMS: (n) skeptic, adversary, gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, impending, pendent, obumbrant, 
enemy, foe, opponent, detractor. rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, hanging over, overspreading, 


emaciation: (n) gauntness, maceration, movement, velocity. depending, hanging. 
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our Temple Church in yonder proud capital. O, valiant Robert de Ros! did I 
exclaim internally, as I gazed upon these good soldiers of the cross, where they 
lie sculptured on their sepulchres,--O, worthy William de Mareschal! open your 
marble cells, and take to your repose a weary brother, who would rather strive 
with a hundred thousand pagans than witness the decay of our Holy Order!" 


"It is but true," answered Conrade Mont-Fitchet; "it is but too true; and the 
irregularities of our brethren in England are even more gross than those in 
France." 


"Because they are more wealthy," answered the Grand Master. "Bear with me, 
brother, although I should something vaunt myself. Thou knowest the life I have 
led, keeping each point of my Order, striving with devils embodied and 
disembodied, striking down the roaring lion, who goeth about seeking whom he 
may devour, like a good knight and devout priest, wheresoever I met with him-- 
even as blessed Saint Bernard hath prescribed to us in the forty-fifth capital of 
our rule, 'Ut Leo semper feriatur'. 


But by the Holy Temple! the zeal which hath devoured my substance and my 
life, yea, the very nerves and marrow of my bones; by that very Holy Temple I 
swear to thee, that save thyself and some few that still retain the ancient severity 
of our Order, I look upon no brethren whom I can bring my soul to embrace 
under that holy name. What say our statutes, and how do our brethren observe 
them? They should wear no vain or worldly ornament, no crest upon their 
helmet, no gold upon stirrup or bridle-bit; yet who now go pranked out so 
proudly and so gaily as the poor soldiers of the Temple? They are forbidden by 
our statutes to take one bird by means of another, to shoot beasts with bow or 
arblast, to halloo to a hunting-horn, or to spur the horse after game. But now, at 
hunting and hawking, and each idle sport of wood and river, who so prompt as 
the Templars in all these fond vanities? They are forbidden to read, save what 
their Superior permitted, or listen to what is read, save such holy things as may 
be recited aloud during the hours of refaction; but lo! their ears are at the 
command of idle minstrels, and their eyes study empty romaunts. They were 
commanded to extirpate magic and heresy. Lo! they are charged with studying 


Thesaurus 
beasts: (n) stock. impalpable, disbodied, unbodied; false doctrine, nonconformity, 
cells: (n) flesh. (adj, prep) separate; (prep) revisionism, unbelief, orientation, 
devout: (adj) pious, devoted, saintly, disconnected. apostasy, fallacy, schism, dissent. 
heartfelt, holy, dear, devotional, extirpate: (v) eradicate, uproot, sculptured: (adj) sculpted, graven, 
hearty, earnest; (adj, v) pure; (adj, n) annihilate, deracinate, extinguish, modeled, engraved, carved, incised, 
godly. ANTONYMS: (adj) irreligious, destroy, root, excise, root out, raze; in refief, etched, anaglyptic, shapely, 
agnostic, impious, irreverent, (adj, v) obliterate. ANTONYMS: (v) carven. 
unbelieving, undevout, unholy, breed, propagate, generate, foster. vaunt: (n, v) boast, gasconade; (v) 
atheistic, secular, uncommitted. halloo: (n, v) whoop; (v) squall, yell, brag, swagger, flourish, bluster, gas, 
disembodied: (adj) bodiless, shout, call to, incite, roar; (int) hollo, show off, blow, crow, gloat. 
unembodied, incorporeal, hello; (n) loo, vociferation. wheresoever: (adv) wherever, 


discorporate, bodyless, spiritual, heresy: (n) paganism, heathenism, whithersoever, whereso, wheresoe'er. 
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the accursed cabalistical secrets of the Jews, and the magic of the Paynim 
Saracens. Simpleness of diet was prescribed to them, roots, pottage, gruels, 
eating flesh but thrice a-week, because the accustomed feeding on flesh is a 
dishonourable corruption of the body; and behold, their tables groan under 
delicate fare! Their drink was to be water, and now, to drink like a Templar, is 
the boast of each jolly boon companion! This very garden, filled as it is with 
curious herbs and trees sent from the Eastern climes, better becomes the harem 
of an unbelieving Emir, than the plot which Christian Monks should devote to 
raise their homely pot-herbs. --And O, Conrade! well it were that the relaxation 
of discipline stopped even here!--Well thou knowest that we were forbidden to 
receive those devout women, who at the beginning were associated as sisters of 
our Order, because, saith the forty-sixth chapter, the Ancient Enemy hath, by 
female society, withdrawn many from the right path to paradise. Nay, in the last 
capital, being, as it were, the cope-stone which our blessed founder placed on the 
pure and undefiled doctrine which he had enjoined, we are prohibited from 
offering, even to our sisters and our mothers, the kiss of affection--'ut omnium 
mulierum fugiantur oscula'. --I shame to speak--I shame to think--of the 
corruptions which have rushed in upon us even like a flood. The souls of our 
pure founders, the spirits of Hugh de Payen and Godfrey de Saint Omer, and of 
the blessed Seven who first joined in dedicating their lives to the service of the 
Temple, are disturbed even in the enjoyment of paradise itself. I have seen them, 
Conrade, in the visions of the night--their sainted eyes shed tears for the sins and 
follies of their brethren, and for the foul and shameful luxury in which they 
wallow. Beaumanoir, they say, thou slumberest--awake! There is a stain in the 
fabric of the Temple, deep and foul as that left by the streaks of leprosy on the 
walls of the infected houses of old. 


The soldiers of the Cross, who should shun the glance of a woman as the eye 
of a basilisk, live in open sin, not with the females of their own race only, but 
with the daughters of the accursed heathen, and more accursed Jew. 
Beaumanoir, thou sleepest; up, and avenge our cause!--Slay the sinners, male and 
female!--Take to thee the brand of Phineas!--The vision fled, Conrade, but as I 
awaked I could still hear the clank of their mail, and see the waving of their 


Thesaurus 
basilisk: (n) reptile, basilica, iguanid, enjoined: (adj) lawful. reputable, glorious, compassionate, 
urchin, culverin, viper, serpent, fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, board, praiseworthy, commendable, 
mortar, howitzer, heavy gun, field table, charge, chow, menu, traveller; excellent. 
piece. (v) come, eat. ANTONYM: (v) stop. simpleness: (n) simplicity, ease, 
boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, harem: (n) hareem, quarters, zenana, restraint, chasteness, easiness, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, serail. quality, simple mindedness. 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) shameful: (adj) scandalous, undefiled: (adj) pure, immaculate, 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) dishonorable, opprobrious, shocking, spotless, uncorrupted, clean, chaste, 
deprecation; (v) downplay, lack. ignominious, disreputable, intact, modest, clear, decent, virgin. 


clank: (n, v) clang, clash, bang, jangle, despicable; (adj, v) foul, base, gross, wallow: (v) roll, flounder, welter, 
jingle, rattle; (n) clangor, clangour, black. ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, triumph, enjoy, rejoice, splash, bask; 
ring, chink; (v) twang. noble, dignified, admirable, faultless, (adj) luxuriate, crouch, slouch. 
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white mantles.--And I will do according to their word, I WILL purify the fabric 
of the Temple! and the unclean stones in which the plague is, I will remove and 
cast out of the building." 


"Yet bethink thee, reverend father," said Mont-Fitchet, "the stain hath become 
engrained by time and consuetude; let thy reformation be cautious, as it is just 
and wise." 


"No, Mont-Fitchet," answered the stern old man--"it must be sharp and 
sudden--the Order is on the crisis of its fate. The sobriety, self-devotion, and 
piety of our predecessors, made us powerful friends--our presumption, our 
wealth, our luxury, have raised up against us mighty enemies.--We must cast 
away these riches, which are a temptation to princes--we must lay down that 
presumption, which is an offence to them--we must reform that license of 
manners, which is a scandal to the whole Christian world! Or--mark my words-- 
the Order of the Temple will be utterly demolished--and the Place thereof shall 
no more be known among the nations." 


"Now may God avert such a calamity!" said the Preceptor. 


"Amen," said the Grand Master, with solemnity, "but we must deserve his 
aid. I tell thee, Conrade, that neither the powers in Heaven, nor the powers on 
earth, will longer endure the wickedness of this generation--My intelligence is 
sure--the ground on which our fabric is reared is already undermined, and each 
addition we make to the structure of our greatness will only sink it the sooner in 
the abyss. We must retrace our steps, and show ourselves the faithful 
Champions of the Cross, sacrificing to our calling, not alone our blood and our 
lives--not alone our lusts and our vices--but our ease, our comforts, and our 
natural affections, and act as men convinced that many a pleasure which may be 
lawful to others, is forbidden to the vowed soldier of the Temple." 


At this moment a squire, clothed in a threadbare vestment, (for the aspirants 
after this holy Order wore during their noviciate the cast-off garments of the 
knights,) entered the garden, and, bowing profoundly before the Grand Master, 
stood silent, awaiting his permission ere he presumed to tell his errand. 


Thesaurus 
clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, cloud, desecrate. earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, retrace: (v) recollect, recall, trace, impressiveness, austerity, sedateness, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) etymologize, recognize, construct, display, pomp, grandeur. 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: call up, bethink oneself, speculate; (n, ANTONYMS: (n) humor, levity, 
(adj) unclothed. v) reconsider; (n) flyback. cheerfulness, understatement. 
consuetude: (n) custom, tradition, sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, unclean: (adj) foul, impure, nasty, 
habit, usage. soberness, graveness, abstinence, dirty, grubby, muddy, squalid, 
noviciate: (n) novice, amount of time. earnestness, composure, sedateness, grimy, sordid, dingy, soiled. 
purify: (adj, v) clear, cleanse; (v) purge, staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, hygienic, 
disinfect, refine, distill, sanctify, rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, pure, uncontaminated. 
clarify, depurate, lustrate, chasten. drunkenness, flippancy. undermined: (adj) enervated, 


ANTONYMS: (v) pollute, dilute, soil, solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, destabilized, damaged, deciduous. 
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"Is it not more seemly," said the Grand Master, "to see this Damian, clothed in 
the garments of Christian humility, thus appear with reverend silence before his 
Superior, than but two days since, when the fond fool was decked in a painted 
coat, and jangling as pert and as proud as any popinjay?--Speak, Damian, we 
permit thee--What is thine errand?" 

"A Jew stands without the gate, noble and reverend father," said the Squire, 
"who prays to speak with brother Brian de Bois-Guilbert." 


"Thou wert right to give me knowledge of it," said the Grand Master; "in our 
presence a Preceptor is but as a common compeer of our Order, who may not 
walk according to his own will, but to that of his Master--even according to the 
text, 'In the hearing of the ear he hath obeyed me.'--It imports us especially to 
know of this Bois-Guilbert's proceedings," said he, turning to his companion. 


"Report speaks him brave and valiant," said Conrade. 


"And truly is he so spoken of," said the Grand Master; "in our valour only we 
are not degenerated from our predecessors, the heroes of the Cross. But brother 
Brian came into our Order a moody and disappointed man, stirred, I doubt me, 
to take our vows and to renounce the world, not in sincerity of soul, but as one 
whom some touch of light discontent had driven into penitence. Since then, he 
hath become an active and earnest agitator, a murmurer, and a machinator, and 
a leader amongst those who impugn our authority; not considering that the rule 
is given to the Master even by the symbol of the staff and the rod--the staff to 
support the infirmities of the weak--the rod to correct the faults of delinquents.-- 
Damian," he continued, "lead the Jew to our presence." 


The squire departed with a profound reverence, and in a few minutes 
returned, marshalling in Isaac of York. No naked slave, ushered into the 
presence of some mighty prince, could approach his judgment-seat with more 
profound reverence and terror than that with which the Jew drew near to the 
presence of the Grand Master. When he had approached within the distance of 
three yards, Beaumanoir made a sign with his staff that he should come no 
farther. The Jew kneeled down on the earth which he kissed in token of 


Thesaurus 


agitator: (n) incendiary, demagogue, 
insurgent, fomenter, ringleader, 
rebel, anarchist, instigator, rioter, 
firebrand, stirrer. 

compeer: (n) peer, companion, equal, 
brother, colleague, coeval, fellow, 
comrade, contemporary, mate, 
backup. 

degenerated: (adj) kinky, shabby, 
crumbly. 

impugn: (v) censure, dispute, charge, 
assail, challenge, question, gainsay, 


doubt, contradict, contest, impeach. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, accept. 

machinator: (n) strategist, plotter, 
coconspirator, conspirator, outlaw, 
malefactor, schemer, criminal, crook, 
felon. 

murmurer: (n) complainer. 

penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 
regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness. 

pert: (adj) impertinent, bold, 


impudent, insolent, forward, fresh, 
brazen, saucy, malapert, irreverent, 
cheeky. ANTONYM: (adj) listless. 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist. 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 
affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 
Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 
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reverence; then rising, stood before the Templars, his hands folded on his bosom, 
his head bowed on his breast, in all the submission of Oriental slavery. 


"Damian," said the Grand Master, "retire, and have a guard ready to await 
our sudden call; and suffer no one to enter the garden until we shall leave it."-- 
The squire bowed and retreated. --"Jew," continued the haughty old man, "mark 
me. It suits not our condition to hold with thee long communication, nor do we 
waste words or time upon any one. Wherefore be brief in thy answers to what 
questions I shall ask thee, and let thy words be of truth; for if thy tongue doubles 
with me, I will have it torn from thy misbelieving jaws." 


The Jew was about to reply, but the Grand Master went on. 


"Peace, unbeliever!--not a word in our presence, save in answer to our 
questions.--What is thy business with our brother Brian de Bois-Guilbert?" 


Isaac gasped with terror and uncertainty. To tell his tale might be interpreted 
into scandalizing the Order; yet, unless he told it, what hope could he have of 
achieving his daughter's deliverance? Beaumanoir saw his mortal apprehension, 
and condescended to give him some assurance. 


"Fear nothing," he said, "for thy wretched person, Jew, so thou dealest 
uprightly in this matter. I demand again to know from thee thy business with 
Brian de Bois-Guilbert?" 


"I am bearer of a letter," stammered out the Jew, "so please your reverend 
valour, to that good knight, from Prior Aymer of the Abbey of Jorvaulx." 


"Said I not these were evil times, Conrade?" said the Master. "A Cistertian 
Prior sends a letter to a soldier of the Temple, and can find no more fitting 
messenger than an unbelieving Jew. --Give me the letter." 


The Jew, with trembling hands, undid the folds of his Armenian cap, in 
which he had deposited the Prior's tablets for the greater security, and was about 
to approach, with hand extended and body crouched, to place it within the reach 
of his grim interrogator. 


"Back, dog!" said the Grand Master; "I touch not misbelievers, save with the 
sword.--Conrade, take thou the letter from the Jew, and give it to me." 


Thesaurus 
achieving: (adj) effectual; (n) wait, attend, look, hope, approach, (adj) improper, wrong, incompatible, 
perfection. loom, come on. ANTONYM: (v) inconvenient, undue, unfit, 
apprehension: (n) alarm, doubt. unsatisfactory, unseemly, unsuitable. 


comprehension, dread, misgiving, crouched: (v) subjacent, squat; (adj) folded: (adj) plaited, pleated, doubled, 
understanding, capture, foreboding,  crutched, hunkered down, hunkered, artful, braided, corrugated, doubled 


arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, low, huddled. over, fluted. 

appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) doubles: (n) doubled, dual, interrogator: (n) inquirer, questioner, 
release, confidence, calmness, badminton, double road train. enquirer, asker. 

tranquility, freeing, fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, tablets: (n) pills, medicine, medication, 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, drug. 

bravery, calm, equanimity. applicable, felicitous, just, decorous, 


await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, tarry, becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
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Beaumanoir, being thus possessed of the tablets, inspected the outside 
carefully, and then proceeded to undo the packthread which secured its folds. 
"Reverend father," said Conrade, interposing, though with much deference, "wilt 
thou break the seal?" 


"And will I not?" said Beaumanoir, with a frown. "Is it not written in the 
forty-second capital, 'De Lectione Literarum' that a Templar shall not receive a 
letter, no not from his father, without communicating the same to the Grand 
Master, and reading it in his presence?" 


He then perused the letter in haste, with an expression of surprise and 
horror; read it over again more slowly; then holding it out to Conrade with one 
hand, and slightly striking it with the other, exclaimed--"Here is goodly stuff for 
one Christian man to write to another, and both members, and no 
inconsiderable members, of religious professions! When," said he solemnly, 
and looking upward, "wilt thou come with thy fanners to purge the thrashing- 
floor?" 


Mont-Fitchet took the letter from his Superior, and was about to peruse it. 


"Read it aloud, Conrade," said the Grand Master,--"and do thou" (to Isaac) 
"attend to the purport of it, for we will question thee concerning it." 


Conrade read the letter, which was in these words: "Aymer, by divine grace, 
Prior of the Cistertian house of Saint Mary's of Jorvaulx, to Sir Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, a Knight of the holy Order of the Temple, wisheth health, with the 
bounties of King Bacchus and of my Lady Venus. Touching our present 
condition, dear Brother, we are a captive in the hands of certain lawless and 
godless men, who have not feared to detain our person, and put us to ransom; 
whereby we have also learned of Front-de-Boeuf's misfortune, and that thou hast 
escaped with that fair Jewish sorceress, whose black eyes have bewitched thee. 
We are heartily rejoiced of thy safety; nevertheless, we pray thee to be on thy 
guard in the matter of this second Witch of Endor; for we are privately assured 
that your Great Master, who careth not a bean for cherry cheeks and black eyes, 
comes from Normandy to diminish your mirth, and amend your misdoings. 
Wherefore we pray you heartily to beware, and to be found watching, even as 


Thesaurus 
bewitched: (adj) enchanted, fascinated, imperceptible, slender. ANTONYM: purification. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
infatuated, magical, ensorcelled, (adj) major. binge; (v) rehabilitate, castigate. 
doomed, captive, rapt, enamored, interposing: (adj) meddlesome. solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
obsessed. ANTONYM: (adj) packthread: (n) cord, twine, twist, majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
disgusted. thread, wire. thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
frown: (adj, v) lower; (adj, n) scowl; (n, peruse: (v) examine, look through, ceremoniously, importantly. 
v) pout, grimace, glower, glare; (adj) inspect, study, leaf, flip, flick, learn, ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
black looks, gloam, glout; (v) sulk, review, to read, browse. ANTONYM: flippantly. 
gnash. ANTONYM: (v) approve. (v) skim. sorceress: (n) sorcerer, witch, 
inconsiderable: (adj) inconsequential, purge: (v) clean, expurgate, eradicate, magician, enchanter, warlock, 
immaterial, small, petty, slight, clear, scour, remove, purify, make wizard, lamia, necromancer. 


negligible, trivial, fractional, minute, clean, liquidate; (n) catharsis, whereby: (adv) how, hereby. 
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the Holy Text hath it, 'Invenientur vigilantes'. And the wealthy Jew her father, 
Isaac of York, having prayed of me letters in his behalf, I gave him these, 
earnestly advising, and in a sort entreating, that you do hold the damsel to 
ransom, seeing he will pay you from his bags as much as may find fifty damsels 
upon safer terms, whereof I trust to have my part when we make merry together, 
as true brothers, not forgetting the wine-cup. For what saith the text, 'Vinum 
laetificat cor hominis’; and again, 'Rex delectabitur pulchritudine tua’. 


"Till which merry meeting, we wish you farewell. Given from this den of 
thieves, about the hour of matins, 


"Aymer Pr. S. M. Jorvolciencis. 


"Postscriptum.' Truly your golden chain hath not long abidden with me, and 
will now sustain, around the neck of an outlaw deer-stealer, the whistle 
wherewith he calleth on his hounds." 


"What sayest thou to this, Conrade?" said the Grand Master--"Den of thieves! 
and a fit residence is a den of thieves for such a Prior. No wonder that the hand 
of God is upon us, and that in the Holy Land we lose place by place, foot by foot, 
before the infidels, when we have such churchmen as this Aymer.--And what 
meaneth he, I trow, by this second Witch of Endor?" said he to his confident, 
something apart. Conrade was better acquainted (perhaps by practice) with the 
jargon of gallantry, than was his Superior; and he expounded the passage which 
embarrassed the Grand Master, to be a sort of language used by worldly men 
towards those whom they loved 'par amours'; but the explanation did not satisfy 
the bigoted Beaumanoir. 


"There is more in it than thou dost guess, Conrade; thy simplicity is no match 
for this deep abyss of wickedness. This Rebecca of York was a pupil of that 
Miriam of whom thou hast heard. Thou shalt hear the Jew own it even now." 
Then turning to Isaac, he said aloud, "Thy daughter, then, is prisoner with Brian 
de Bois-Guilbert?" 


"Ay, reverend valorous sir," stammered poor Isaac, "and whatsoever ransom 
a poor man may pay for her deliverance--" 


Thesaurus 
bigoted: (adj) fanatic, opinionated, separation, departure, aloha; (int) bon ignorance; (adj, n) inexperience. 
narrow, fanatical, hidebound, bigot, | voyage. ANTONYMS: (n) hello, ANTONYMS: (n) difficulty, 
insular, zealot, arbitrary, dogmatic, salutation, welcome. complexity, ambiguity, magnificence, 
biased. ANTONYMS: (adj) forgetting: (v) forget; (adj) oblivious; sophistication, dishonesty, clutter, 
broadminded, tolerant, unprejudiced, (n) disregard. warmth. 
humanitarian, liberal, moderate, fair. jargon: (n, v) gibberish; (n) idiom, whatsoever: (adj) any, at all, possible; 
entreating: (adj) beseeching, dialect, vernacular, slang, lingo, (pron) what, anything, no matter 
imploring, suppliant, begging, language, argot, cant, gobbledygook; what, partly, somewhat, anything 
supplicant, imploratory, asking (adj, n) palaver. that, whatso. 
submissively, pleading, piteous. simplicity: (n) plainness, simpleness, whistle: (v) sing, twitter, hiss, warble, 
farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, easiness, ease, clarity, austerity, tweet, cheep, chirp, wheeze; (n, v) 


valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, gullibility, severity, artlessness, cry; (n) whistling, tin whistle. 
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"Peace!" said the Grand Master. "This thy daughter hath practised the art of 
healing, hath she not?" 


"Ay, gracious sir," answered the Jew, with more confidence; "and knight and 
yeoman, squire and vassal, may bless the goodly gift which Heaven hath 
assigned to her. Many a one can testify that she hath recovered them by her art, 
when every other human aid hath proved vain; but the blessing of the God of 
Jacob was upon her." 


Beaumanoir turned to Mont-Fitchet with a grim smile. "See, brother," he said, 
"the deceptions of the devouring Enemy! Behold the baits with which he fishes 
for souls, giving a poor space of earthly life in exchange for eternal happiness 
hereafter. Well said our blessed rule, 'Semper percutiatur leo vorans'.--Up on the 
lion! Down with the destroyer!" said he, shaking aloft his mystic abacus, as if in 
defiance of the powers of darkness--"Thy daughter worketh the cures, I doubt 
not," thus he went on to address the Jew, "by words and sighs, and periapts, and 
other cabalistical mysteries." 


"Nay, reverend and brave Knight," answered Isaac, "but in chief measure by a 
balsam of marvellous virtue." 


"Where had she that secret?" said Beaumanoir. 


"It was delivered to her," answered Isaac, reluctantly, "by Miriam, a sage 
matron of our tribe." 


"Ah, false Jew!" said the Grand Master; "was it not from that same witch 
Miriam, the abomination of whose enchantments have been heard of throughout 
every Christian land?" exclaimed the Grand Master, crossing himself. "Her body 
was burnt at a stake, and her ashes were scattered to the four winds; and so be it 
with me and mine Order, if I do not as much to her pupil, and more also! I will 
teach her to throw spell and incantation over the soldiers of the blessed Temple.- 
-There, Damian, spurn this Jew from the gate--shoot him dead if he oppose or 
turn again. With his daughter we will deal as the Christian law and our own 
high office warrant." 


Thesaurus 

abacus: (n) calculator, tablet, enchantment, witchcraft, conjuration, spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
nomogram, aback, adding machine; magic spell, chant, wizardry, open disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
(v) tallies, slipstick, slide rule, sesame, adjuration. decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
logometer, difference engine, matron: (n) lady, head nurse, dame, ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
calculating machine. housewife, dowager, woman, wife, respect. 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, Donna Belle, matriarch, married stake: (n, v) risk, chance, venture, bet, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; woman, (v) matronhood. wager, post, pole, gamble, support; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. ANTONYM: (n) patron. (n) interest, shaft. 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, evidence, protest, prove, 
birds. esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; | demonstrate, manifest, express, 


incantation: (n) spell, magic, sorcery, (adj, n) psychic. show, vouch. 
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Poor Isaac was hurried off accordingly, and expelled from the preceptory; all 
his entreaties, and even his offers, unheard and disregarded. He could do not 
better than return to the house of the Rabbi, and endeavour, through his means, 
to learn how his daughter was to be disposed of. He had hitherto feared for her 
honour, he was now to tremble for her life. Meanwhile, the Grand Master 
ordered to his presence the Preceptor of Templestowe. 


Thesaurus 


dispossessed, debarred, barred, 
banned. 
hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up to 
now, until now, thus far, before, 
hereunto, to date, still, all the same. 
honour: (n) fame, award, dignity, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, 


accordingly: (adv) therefore, thus, so, 
then, ergo, as a result, 
correspondingly, according, 
appropriately, as a consequence, 
properly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unsuitable. 

disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, 


cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough. 

ordered: (adj) regular, arranged, 
methodical, trim, orderly, lawful, 
logical, consistent, coherent, 


neglected, unseen, written off, 
wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, 
overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) 
unregarded. 

expelled: (adj) evicted, disqualified, 


reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, 
celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) dishonor; (v) disrespect. 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, abrupt, 


commanded, organized. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) disordered, 

disarranged, inconsistent. 
preceptory: (n) commandery. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 


Say not my art is fraud--all live by seeming. 
The beggar begs with it, and the gay courtier 
Gains land and title, rank and rule, by seeming; 
The clergy scorn it not, and the bold soldier 
Will eke with it his service. — 
All admit it, 
All practise it; and he who is content 
With showing what he is, shall have small credit 
In church, or camp, or state — 
So wags the world. 

Old Play 


Albert Malvoisin, President, or, in the language of the Order, Preceptor of the 
establishment of Templestowe, was brother to that Philip Malvoisin who has 
been already occasionally mentioned in this history, and was, like that baron, in 
close league with Brian de Bois-Guilbert. 


Amongst dissolute and unprincipled men, of whom the Temple Order 
included but too many, Albert of Templestowe might be distinguished; but with 
this difference from the audacious Bois-Guilbert, that he knew how to throw 
over his vices and his ambition the veil of hypocrisy, and to assume in his 
exterior the fanaticism which be internally despised. Had not the arrival of the 


Thesaurus 
ambition: (n) aim, hope, goal, drive, presbytery, clericals. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
ambitiousness, wish, dream, purpose, hypocrisy: (n, v) insincerity; (n) cant, clean. 
target, objective, intention. dissimulation, falsity, deception, soldier: (n) warrior, fighter, 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, falseness, sanctimony, deceit, lip serviceman, champion, ranker, 
contentment, sloth, laziness, lethargy. service; (v) double dealing; (adj) military personnel, swordsman, 
baron: (n) king, magnate, earl, lord, hypocritical. ANTONYMS: (n) trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 
tycoon, businessman, thane, sincerity, honesty. janissary. 
nobleman, top executive, man of included: (adj) inclusive, incorporated, throw: (n, v) cast, pitch, push; (v) shed, 
means; (v) man. numbered, enclosed; (adv) under. hurl, heave, chuck, flip, pass, hurtle; 
clergy: (n) the cloth, pastorate, rank: (n, v) range, order, place, (n) shot. ANTONYMS: (v) explain, 
cardinalate, churchman, priest, position, grade, class, line, file; (v) help, receive, clarify, encourage. 


parson, clergyman, chaplain, pastor, arrange, classify; (n) gradation. wags: (adv) as the world goes. 
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Grand Master been so unexpectedly sudden, he would have seen nothing at 
Templestowe which might have appeared to argue any relaxation of discipline. 
And, even although surprised, and, to a certain extent, detected, Albert 
Malvoisin listened with such respect and apparent contrition to the rebuke of his 
Superior, and made such haste to reform the particulars he censured, -- 
succeeded, in fine, so well in giving an air of ascetic devotion to a family which 
had been lately devoted to license and pleasure, that Lucas Beaumanoir began to 
entertain a higher opinion of the Preceptor's morals, than the first appearance of 
the establishment had inclined him to adopt. 


But these favourable sentiments on the part of the Grand Master were greatly 
shaken by the intelligence that Albert had received within a house of religion the 
Jewish captive, and, as was to be feared, the paramour of a brother of the Order; 
and when Albert appeared before him, be was regarded with unwonted 
sternness. 


"There is in this mansion, dedicated to the purposes of the holy Order of the 
Temple," said the Grand Master, in a severe tone, "a Jewish woman, brought 
hither by a brother of religion, by your connivance, Sir Preceptor." 


Albert Malvoisin was overwhelmed with confusion; for the unfortunate 
Rebecca had been confined in a remote and secret part of the building, and every 
precaution used to prevent her residence there from being known. He read in 
the looks of Beaumanoir ruin to Bois-Guilbert and to himself, unless he should be 
able to avert the impending storm. 

"Why are you mute?" continued the Grand Master. 

"Is it permitted to me to reply?" answered the Preceptor, in a tone of the 
deepest humility, although by the question he only meant to gain an instant's 
space for arranging his ideas. 

"Speak, you are permitted," said the Grand Master--"speak, and say, knowest 
thou the capital of our holy rule,--'De commilitonibus Templi in sancta civitate, 
qui cum miserrimis mulieribus versantur, propter oblectationem carnis?"" 


Thesaurus 
arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, abrasion, attrition; (v) confrication. overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
disposition, composing, composition, ANTONYMS: (n) pride, apathy, bewildered; (v) overborne. 
order, position, set, orchestration, indifference, shamelessness. ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed. 
organization, agreement. entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, particulars: (n) specification, data, 
connivance: (n) complicity, tacit cherish, beguile, admit, nicety, minutiae, terms, 
consent, acquiescence, conspiracy, accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; consideration, workings, fine points, 
plot, connivency, commendation, (n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) ins and outs. 
involvement, approval, disregard, ignore, banish, forget, tire, regarded: (adj) reputed. 
responsibility, secret approval. displease. shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
contrition: (n) compunction, overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
repentance, regret, remorse, overpowered, vanquished, broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 


contriteness, penance, sorrow, shame, dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, vibrate. 
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"Surely, most reverend father," answered the Preceptor, "I have not risen to 
this office in the Order, being ignorant of one of its most important prohibitions." 


"How comes it, then, I demand of thee once more, that thou hast suffered a 
brother to bring a paramour, and that paramour a Jewish sorceress, into this holy 
place, to the stain and pollution thereof?" 


"A Jewish sorceress!" echoed Albert Malvoisin; "good angels guard us!" 


"Ay, brother, a Jewish sorceress!" said the Grand Master, sternly. "I have said 
it. Darest thou deny that this Rebecca, the daughter of that wretched usurer 
Isaac of York, and the pupil of the foul witch Miriam, is now--shame to be 
thought or spoken! --lodged within this thy Preceptory?" 


"Your wisdom, reverend father," answered the Preceptor, "hath rolled away 
the darkness from my understanding. Much did I wonder that so good a knight 
as Brian de Bois-Guilbert seemed so fondly besotted on the charms of this 
female, whom I received into this house merely to place a bar betwixt their 
growing intimacy, which else might have been cemented at the expense of the 
fall of our valiant and religious brother." 


"Hath nothing, then, as yet passed betwixt them in breach of his vow?" 
demanded the Grand Master. 


"What! under this roof?" said the Preceptor, crossing himself; "Saint 
Magdalene and the ten thousand virgins forbid!--No! if I have sinned in 
receiving her here, it was in the erring thought that I might thus break off our 
brother's besotted devotion to this Jewess, which seemed to me so wild and 
unnatural, that I could not but ascribe it to some touch of insanity, more to be 
cured by pity than reproof. But since your reverend wisdom hath discovered 
this Jewish quean to be a sorceress, perchance it may account fully for his 
enamoured folly." 


"It doth!--it doth!" said Beaumanoir. "See, brother Conrade, the peril of 
yielding to the first devices and blandishments of Satan! We look upon woman 
only to gratify the lust of the eye, and to take pleasure in what men call her 
beauty; and the Ancient Enemy, the devouring Lion, obtains power over us, to 


Thesaurus 
ascribe: (v) assign, impute, accredit, mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
arrogate, attach, lay, refer, salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized. (adv) coldly, ill. 
anthropomorphize, blame, lay claim, enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
claim. infatuated, mad, captivated, derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
besotted: (adj) infatuated, pissed, bewitched, charmed. delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
tipsy, enamored, hooked, erring: (adj) devious, sinful, fallible, lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
muddleheaded, inebriated, blind wrong, amiss, at fault, guilty, ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense. 
drunk; (v) conceited, dogmatic, perverse, reprehensible; (1) quean: (n) jade, Trull, bitch, drab, 
positive. transgression. hussy, minx, girl, slut, trollop, rig, 
cemented: (n) harmonious, united; fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, demirep. 
(adj) stiff. warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, risen: (v) uprise. 


cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
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complete, by talisman and spell, a work which was begun by idleness and folly. 
It may be that our brother Bois-Guilbert does in this matter deserve rather pity 
than severe chastisement; rather the support of the staff, than the strokes of the 
rod; and that our admonitions and prayers may turn him from his folly, and 
restore him to his brethren." 


"It were deep pity," said Conrade Mont-Fitchet, "to lose to the Order one of its 
best lances, when the Holy Community most requires the aid of its sons. Three 
hundred Saracens hath this Brian de Bois-Guilbert slain with his own hand." 


"The blood of these accursed dogs," said the Grand Master, "shall be a sweet 
and acceptable offering to the saints and angels whom they despise and 
blaspheme; and with their aid will we counteract the spells and charms with 
which our brother is entwined as in a net. He shall burst the bands of this 
Delilah, as Sampson burst the two new cords with which the Philistines had 
bound him, and shall slaughter the infidels, even heaps upon heaps. But 
concerning this foul witch, who hath flung her enchantments over a brother of 
the Holy Temple, assuredly she shall die the death." 


"But the laws of England,"--said the Preceptor, who, though delighted that 
the Grand Master's resentment, thus fortunately averted from himself and Bois- 
Guilbert, had taken another direction, began now to fear he was carrying it too 
far. 


"The laws of England," interrupted Beaumanoir, "permit and enjoin each 
judge to execute justice within his own jurisdiction. The most petty baron may 
arrest, try, and condemn a witch found within his own domain. And shall that 
power be denied to the Grand Master of the Temple within a preceptory of his 
Order? --No!--we will judge and condemn. The witch shall be taken out of the 
land, and the wickedness thereof shall be forgiven. Prepare the Castle-hall for the 
trial of the sorceress." 


Albert Malvoisin bowed and retired,--not to give directions for preparing the 
hall, but to seek out Brian de Bois-Guilbert, and communicate to him how 
matters were likely to terminate. It was not long ere he found him, foaming with 
indignation at a repulse he had anew sustained from the fair Jewess. "The 


Thesaurus 
anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, cancel, hinder, neutralize, contradict, idlesse. ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
recently, over again, once more, once resist, compensate, contravene. activity, bustle, liveliness, 
again, new; (adj) only yesterday, the ANTONYMS: (v) help, cooperate, responsibility. 
other day, just now. assist, approve, coordinate, support, repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) repel, 
chastisement: (n) castigation, rebuke, back, reinforce. nauseate, disgust, drive back, revolt, 
discipline, punishment, penalty, foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, reject, refuse, beat back; (n) refusal. 
reprimand, chastening, reproval, effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, ANTONYMS: (v) attract, accept, 
penalization, lashing, scolding. sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; delight, yield, please; (n, v) welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, (n) surging, effervescence, scum. talisman: (n) amulet, charm, mascot, 
reward. idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, torpor, fetish, periapt, phylactery, lucky 
counteract: (v) antagonize, inactivity, idling, unemployment, charm, key, seals, signet, good luck 


counterbalance, check, balance, sloth, inaction, inertia, faineance, charm. 
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unthinking," he said, "the ungrateful, to scorn him who, amidst blood and flames, 
would have saved her life at the risk of his own! By Heaven, Malvoisin! I abode 
until roof and rafters crackled and crashed around me. I was the butt of a 
hundred arrows; they rattled on mine armour like hailstones against a latticed 
casement, and the only use I made of my shield was for her protection. This did 
I endure for her; and now the self-willed girl upbraids me that I did not leave her 
to perish, and refuses me not only the slightest proof of gratitude, but even the 
most distant hope that ever she will be brought to grant any. The devil, that 
possessed her race with obstinacy, has concentrated its full force in her single 
person!" 


"The devil," said the Preceptor, "I think, possessed you both. How oft have I 
preached to you caution, if not continence? Did I not tell you that there were 
enough willing Christian damsels to be met with, who would think it sin to 
refuse so brave a knight 'le don d'amoureux merci’, and you must needs anchor 
your affection on a wilful, obstinate Jewess! By the mass, I think old Lucas 
Beaumanoir guesses right, when he maintains she hath cast a spell over you." 


"Lucas Beaumanoir!"--said Bois-Guilbert reproachfully--"Are these your 
precautions, Malvoisin? Hast thou suffered the dotard to learn that Rebecca is in 
the Preceptory?" 


"How could I help it?" said the Preceptor. "I neglected nothing that could 
keep secret your mystery; but it is betrayed, and whether by the devil or no, the 
devil only can tell. But I have turned the matter as I could; you are safe if you 
renounce Rebecca. You are pitied--the victim of magical delusion. She is a 
sorceress, and must suffer as such." 


"She shall not, by Heaven!" said Bois-Guilbert. 


"By Heaven, she must and will!" said Malvoisin. "Neither you nor any one 
else can save her. Lucas Beaumanoir hath settled that the death of a Jewess will 
be a sin-offering sufficient to atone for all the amorous indulgences of the 
Knights Templars; and thou knowest he hath both the power and will to execute 
so reasonable and pious a purpose." 


Thesaurus 
amorous: (adj) amatory, romantic, crackled: (adj) alligatored, crazed, (adj) doddering. 
amative, affectionate, passionate, barmy, damaged, crackers, chapped, hailstones: (n) sleet, frozen rain. 
fond, warm, ardent, erotic, tender, buggy, bonkers, batty, bats, balmy. rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, 
impassioned. ANTONYMS: (adj) crashed: (adj) concentrated, stopped, perturbed, upset, unsettled, puzzled, 
cold, hateful, repulsed, unfriendly, not working. disconcerted, discomposed, 
cool. delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, bewildered, beside oneself, abashed, 
casement: (n) embrasure, casement cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, addled. ANTONYM: (adj) calm. 
cloth. mirage, trick, fallacy, error, self-willed: (adj) stubborn, wilful, 
continence: (n) temperance, chastity, aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: wayward, obstinate, headstrong, 
celibacy, continency, abstention, (n) comprehension, fact, truth. perverse, intractable, masterful, pig- 
shame, abnegation, modesty, dotard: (n) driveler, doter, weakling, headed, wild, deaf. 


honesty, reserve, control. fuddy-duddy, dote, dotant, dodo; 
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"Will future ages believe that such stupid bigotry ever existed!" said Bois- 
Guilbert, striding up and down the apartment. 


"What they may believe, I know not," said Malvoisin, calmly; "but I know 
well, that in this our day, clergy and laymen, take ninety-nine to the hundred, 
will cry 'amen' to the Grand Master's sentence." 


"I have it," said Bois-Guilbert. "Albert, thou art my friend. Thou must connive 
at her escape, Malvoisin, and I will transport her to some place of greater security 
and secrecy." 


"I cannot, if I would," replied the Preceptor; "the mansion is filled with the 
attendants of the Grand Master, and others who are devoted to him. And, to be 
frank with you, brother, I would not embark with you in this matter, even if I 
could hope to bring my bark to haven. I have risked enough already for your 
sake. I have no mind to encounter a sentence of degradation, or even to lose my 
Preceptory, for the sake of a painted piece of Jewish flesh and blood. And you, if 
you will be guided by my counsel, will give up this wild-goose chase, and fly 
your hawk at some other game. Think, Bois-Guilbert,--thy present rank, thy 
future honours, all depend on thy place in the Order. Shouldst thou adhere 
perversely to thy passion for this Rebecca, thou wilt give Beaumanoir the power 
of expelling thee, and he will not neglect it. He is jealous of the truncheon which 
he holds in his trembling gripe, and he knows thou stretchest thy bold hand 
towards it. Doubt not he will ruin thee, if thou affordest him a pretext so fair as 
thy protection of a Jewish sorceress. Give him his scope in this matter, for thou 
canst not control him. When the staff is in thine own firm grasp, thou mayest 
caress the daughters of Judah, or burn them, as may best suit thine own 
humour." 


"Malvoisin," said Bois-Guilbert, "thou art a cold-blooded--" 


"Friend," said the Preceptor, hastening to fill up the blank, in which Bois- 
Guilbert would probably have placed a worse word, --"a cold-blooded friend I 
am, and therefore more fit to give thee advice. I tell thee once more, that thou 
canst not save Rebecca. I tell thee once more, thou canst but perish with her. Go 
hie thee to the Grand Master--throw thyself at his feet and tell him--" 


Thesaurus 
adhere: (v) abide, cleave, accede, bond, favoritism. ANTONYMS: (n) fairness, contrive, collude, blink, wink, 
cling, attach, stick, bind, persist, broadmindedness. overlook, acquiesce, plan, design. 
sustain; (adj, v) agree. ANTONYMS: calmly: (adv) stilly, tranquilly, coolly, haven: (n) harbor, port, asylum, 
(v) separate, repel, unfasten, loose, serenely, placidly, sedately, harbour, refuge, retreat, destination, 
loosen. smoothly, peacefully, easily, anchorage, cover, housing; (n, v) 
bark: (n, v) skin, yelp, snarl, cry, rind, | undisturbedly, steadily. shelter. 
shout; (v) growl, roar; (n) bay, peel, ANTONYMS: (adv) anxiously, jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 
crust. ANTONYMS: (n, v) whisper. hysterically, nervously, agitatedly, covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
bigotry: (1) prejudice, injustice, uncontrollably, histrionically, resentful, invidious, green, grudging, 
sexism, fanaticism, intolerance, restlessly, frantically, irritably, jaundiced, attentive. ANTONYM: 
discrimination, stubbornness, emotionally, tensely. (adj) trusting. 


insularity, illiberality, chauvinism, connive: (v) scheme, intrigue, plot, 
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"Not at his feet, by Heaven! but to the dotard's very beard will I say--" 


"Say to him, then, to his beard," continued Malvoisin, coolly, "that you love 
this captive Jewess to distraction; and the more thou dost enlarge on thy passion, 
the greater will be his haste to end it by the death of the fair enchantress; while 
thou, taken in flagrant delict by the avowal of a crime contrary to thine oath, 
canst hope no aid of thy brethren, and must exchange all thy brilliant visions of 
ambition and power, to lift perhaps a mercenary spear in some of the petty 
quarrels between Flanders and Burgundy." 


"Thou speakest the truth, Malvoisin," said Brian de Bois-Guilbert, after a 
moment's reflection. "I will give the hoary bigot no advantage over me; and for 
Rebecca, she hath not merited at my hand that I should expose rank and honour 
for her sake. I will cast her off--yes, I will leave her to her fate, unless--" 


"Qualify not thy wise and necessary resolution," said Malvoisin; "women are 
but the toys which amuse our lighter hours--ambition is the serious business of 
life. Perish a thousand such frail baubles as this Jewess, before thy manly step 
pause in the brilliant career that lies stretched before thee! For the present we 
part, nor must we be seen to hold close conversation --I must order the hall for 
his judgment-seat." 


"What!" said Bois-Guilbert, "so soon?" 


"Ay," replied the Preceptor, "trial moves rapidly on when the judge has 
determined the sentence beforehand." 


"Rebecca," said Bois-Guilbert, when he was left alone, "thou art like to cost me 
dear--Why cannot I abandon thee to thy fate, as this calm hypocrite 
recommends?--One effort will I make to save thee--but beware of ingratitude! for 
if I am again repulsed, my vengeance shall equal my love. The life and honour of 
Bois-Guilbert must not be hazarded, where contempt and reproaches are his only 
reward." 


The Preceptor had hardly given the necessary orders, when he was joined by 
Conrade Mont-Fitchet, who acquainted him with the Grand Master's resolution 
to bring the Jewess to instant trial for sorcery. 


Thesaurus 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, vamp, hag, sorceress. slight, ashamed, doubtful, veiled. 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, hypocrite: (n) impostor, pretender, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. augment, dilate, distend, widen, trickster, fraud, deceiver, fake, cheat, 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, charmer, bigot, whited sepulcher, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, smoothie. 
disappoint. shrink, contract, decrease, compress, sorcery: (n) charm, incantation, 

delict: (n) crime, malfeasance, criminal condense, diminish, lessen, witchcraft, enchantment, black 
offence, misdeed, misdemeanor, minimize, narrow, abridge. magic, magic, diabolism, 
delinquency, misdemeanour, offence, flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, necromancy, black art, witchery, 
offense, trespass, violation. crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, diablerie. 

enchantress: (1) siren, Delilah, fairy, rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, open. 


witch, occultist, woman, lamia, sibyl, ANTONYMS: (adj) unobtrusive, 
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"It is surely a dream," said the Preceptor; "we have many Jewish physicians, 
and we call them not wizards though they work wonderful cures." 


"The Grand Master thinks otherwise," said Mont-Fitchet; "and, Albert, I will 
be upright with thee--wizard or not, it were better that this miserable damsel die, 
than that Brian de Bois-Guilbert should be lost to the Order, or the Order divided 
by internal dissension. Thou knowest his high rank, his fame in arms--thou 
knowest the zeal with which many of our brethren regard him--but all this will 
not avail him with our Grand Master, should he consider Brian as the accomplice, 
not the victim, of this Jewess. Were the souls of the twelve tribes in her single 
body, it were better she suffered alone, than that Bois-Guilbert were partner in 
her destruction." 


"I have been working him even now to abandon her," said Malvoisin; "but 
still, are there grounds enough to condemn this Rebecca for sorcery?--Will not 
the Grand Master change his mind when he sees that the proofs are so weak?" 


"They must be strengthened, Albert," replied Mont-Fitchet, "they must be 
strengthened. Dost thou understand me?" 


"I do," said the Preceptor, "nor do I scruple to do aught for advancement of 
the Order--but there is little time to find engines fitting." 


"Malvoisin, they MUST be found," said Conrade; "well will it advantage both 
the Order and thee. This Templestowe is a poor Preceptory--that of Maison-Dieu 
is worth double its value --thouknowest my interest with our old Chief--find 
those who can carry this matter through, and thou art Preceptor of Maison-Dieu 
in the fertile Kent--How sayst thou?" 


"There is," replied Malvoisin, "among those who came hither with Bois- 
Guilbert, two fellows whom I well know; servants they were to my brother 
Philip de Malvoisin, and passed from his service to that of Front-de-Boeuf--It 
may be they know something of the witcheries of this woman." 


"Away, seek them out instantly--and hark thee, if a byzant or two will 
sharpen their memory, let them not be wanting." 


Thesaurus 
accomplice: (n) abettor, accessary, downgrade, retreat, demotion. ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, accord, 
partner, companion, partaker, condemn: (v) censure, reproach, harmony, consent, comity. 
confederate, accessory after the fact, castigate, attaint, deplore, sentence, passed: (adj) accepted, approved, 
abetter, friend; (adj, n) associate, excoriate, upbraid, knock, doom, legal, gone. 
coadjutor. ANTONYMS: (n) criticize. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, sharpen: (v) focus, edge, hone, 
adversary, enemy, opponent, approve, commend, free, pardon, intensify, sharp, increase, heighten, 
observer. absolve, acquit, clear, exonerate, whet, pare, improve; (n, v) point. 
advancement: (n, v) advance; (n) release, support. ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, dull, flatten, 
promotion, furtherance, upgrade, dissension: (n) dispute, disagreement, soften, spoil, blur, quench. 
growth, development, cultivation, conflict, contention, dissonance, strengthened: (adj) consolidated, 
progression, improvement, progress, faction, friction, misunderstanding, sinewed, made firm, comfortable, 


elevation. ANTONYMS: (n) reverse, division; (n, v) difference, variance. built, strong, equipped. 
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"They would swear the mother that bore them a sorceress for a zecchin," said 
the Preceptor. 


"Away, then," said Mont-Fitchet; "at noon the affair will proceed. I have not 
seen our senior in such earnest preparation since he condemned to the stake 
Hamet Alfagi, a convert who relapsed to the Moslem faith." 


The ponderous castle-bell had tolled the point of noon, when Rebecca heard a 
trampling of feet upon the private stair which led to her place of confinement. 
The noise announced the arrival of several persons, and the circumstance rather 
gave her joy; for she was more afraid of the solitary visits of the fierce and 
passionate Bois-Guilbert than of any evil that could befall her besides. The door 
of the chamber was unlocked, and Conrade and the Preceptor Malvoisin entered, 
attended by four warders clothed in black, and bearing halberds. 


"Daughter of an accursed race!" said the Preceptor, "arise and follow us." 
"Whither," said Rebecca, "and for what purpose?" 


"Damsel," answered Conrade, "it is not for thee to question, but to obey. 
Nevertheless, be it known to thee, that thou art to be brought before the tribunal 
of the Grand Master of our holy Order, there to answer for thine offences." 


"May the God of Abraham be praised!" said Rebecca, folding her hands 
devoutly; "the name of a judge, though an enemy to my people, is to me as the 
name of a protector. Most willingly do I follow thee--permit me only to wrap my 
veil around my head." 


They descended the stair with slow and solemn step, traversed a long gallery, 
and, by a pair of folding doors placed at the end, entered the great hall in which 
the Grand Master had for the time established his court of justice. 


The lower part of this ample apartment was filled with squires and yeomen, 
who made way not without some difficulty for Rebecca, attended by the 
Preceptor and Mont-Fitchet, and followed by the guard of halberdiers, to move 
forward to the seat appointed for her. As she passed through the crowd, her 
arms folded and her head depressed, a scrap of paper was thrust into her hand, 
which she received almost unconsciously, and continued to hold without 


Thesaurus 
attended: (adj) attent, fraught, tended flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
to. insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
confinement: (n, v) childbirth, lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, comatosely, automatically, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, indifferent, frivolous. obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
containment, incarceration, arrest. sober, important, sedate, devout, consciously, deliberately, knowingly, 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, formal, demure; (adj) heavy, purposely. 
liberation. dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. unlocked: (adj) unbarred, unlatched, 
earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, unbolted, not closed, loose, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, cheerful, unceremonious, funny, unsecured, ajar, wide open, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) playful, flippant, relaxed. unguaranteed. 


guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) unconsciously: (adv) instinctively, 
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examining its contents. The assurance that she possessed some friend in this 
awful assembly gave her courage to look around, and to mark into whose 
presence she had been conducted. She gazed, accordingly, upon the scene, 
which we shall endeavour to describe in the next chapter. 


assurance: (n) confidence, guarantee, 
belief, pledge, security, promise, 
sureness, poise, conviction, nerve, 
warrant. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
uncertainty, mistrust, lie, fiction, 
awkwardness, timidity, clumsiness. 

awful: (adj) fearful, dreadful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, nasty, 
abhorrent, atrocious, bad, horrible, 
lousy. ANTONYMS: (adj) excellent, 
wonderful, marvelous, great, lovely, 
nice, pleasant, beautiful, pleasing, 


Thesaurus 


good, minor. 

contents: (n) substance, content, 
matter, inside, subject matter, list, 
volume, synopsis, conspectus, cargo, 
catalogue. 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness. 

describe: (v) represent, report, 


delineate, state, depict, outline, relate, 
draw, qualify, designate, name. 

examining: (v) examine, investigate; 
(adj) investigative, curious, 
disquisitive, exploratory, inquiring. 

possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 
frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 


Stern was the law which bade its vot'ries leave 
At human woes with human hearts to grieve; 
Stern was the law, which at the winning wile 
Of frank and harmless mirth forbade to smile; 
But sterner still, when high the iron-rod 
Of tyrant power she shook, and call'd that power of God. 
The Middle Ages 


The Tribunal, erected for the trial of the innocent and unhappy Rebecca, 
occupied the dais or elevated part of the upper end of the great hall--a platform, 
which we have already described as the place of honour, destined to be occupied 
by the most distinguished inhabitants or guests of an ancient mansion. 


On an elevated seat, directly before the accused, sat the Grand Master of the 
Temple, in full and ample robes of flowing white, holding in his hand the mystic 
staff, which bore the symbol of the Order. At his feet was placed a table, 
occupied by two scribes, chaplains of the Order, whose duty it was to reduce to 
formal record the proceedings of the day. The black dresses, bare scalps, and 
demure looks of these church-men, formed a strong contrast to the warlike 
appearance of the knights who attended, either as residing in the Preceptory, or 
as come thither to attend upon their Grand Master. The Preceptors, of whom 
there were four present, occupied seats lower in height, and somewhat drawn 


Thesaurus 

demure: (adj) humble, modest, coy, forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. natives. 
reserved, prim, bashful, shy, retiring, harmless: (adj) safe, benign, warlike: (adj) military, belligerent, 
timid; (adj, v) sober, grave. inoffensive, hurtless, innocent, bellicose, pugnacious, combative, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bold, outgoing, innoxious, intact, simple; (n) silly; aggressive, armigerous, hostile, 
extroverted, loudmouthed, (adj, n) foolish; (v) weaponless. unfriendly, unpacific, militant. 
boisterous, decadent, exciting, ANTONYMS: (adj) lethal, damaging, ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonizing, 
indecorous, brazen. destructive, poisonous, toxic, serious, friendly. 

flowing: (adj) fluent, running, offensive, malicious, hurtful, noxious, wile: (n) trick, ruse, guile, deception, 
graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; unpleasant. artifice, deceit, cheat, fraud, juggle; 


(n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, (n, v) dodge, stratagem. ANTONYM: 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, still, populace, folk, country, community, (n) stupidity. 
stilted, jerky, harsh, halting. abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
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back behind that of their superior; and the knights, who enjoyed no such rank in 
the Order, were placed on benches still lower, and preserving the same distance 
from the Preceptors as these from the Grand Master. Behind them, but still upon 
the dais or elevated portion of the hall, stood the esquires of the Order, in white 
dresses of an inferior quality. 


The whole assembly wore an aspect of the most profound gravity; and in the 
faces of the knights might be perceived traces of military daring, united with the 
solemn carriage becoming men of a religious profession, and which, in the 
presence of their Grand Master, failed not to sit upon every brow. 


The remaining and lower part of the hall was filled with guards, holding 
partisans, and with other attendants whom curiosity had drawn thither, to see at 
once a Grand Master and a Jewish sorceress. By far the greater part of those 
inferior persons were, in one rank or other, connected with the Order, and were 
accordingly distinguished by their black dresses. But peasants from the 
neighbouring country were not refused admittance; for it was the pride of 
Beaumanoir to render the edifying spectacle of the justice which he administered 
as public as possible. His large blue eyes seemed to expand as be gazed around 
the assembly, and his countenance appeared elated by the conscious dignity, and 
imaginary merit, of the part which he was about to perform. A psalm, which he 
himself accompanied with a deep mellow voice, which age had not deprived of 
its powers, commenced the proceedings of the day; and the solemn sounds, 
"Venite exultemus Domino", so often sung by the Templars before engaging with 
earthly adversaries, was judged by Lucas most appropriate to introduce the 
approaching triumph, for such he deemed it, over the powers of darkness. The 
deep prolonged notes, raised by a hundred masculine voices accustomed to 
combine in the choral chant, arose to the vaulted roof of the hall, and rolled on 
amongst its arches with the pleasing yet solemn sound of the rushing of mighty 
waters. 


When the sounds ceased, the Grand Master glanced his eye slowly around 
the circle, and observed that the seat of one of the Preceptors was vacant. Brian 
de Bois-Guilbert, by whom it had been occupied, had left his place, and was now 


Thesaurus 
choral: (adj) vocal, operatic, lyric, interesting, lovable, delightful, ANTONYMS: (adj) unpleasant, 
singing, voiced, speaking, musical, appealing, pleasant, captivating; (adv) unwelcome, infuriating, 
instrumental; (n) anthem, chorale; engagingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointing, straight, hurtful, 
(adj, adv) a cappella. repulsive, loathsome, repellant, maddening, displeasing, discordant, 
edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, harsh, frustrating. 
instructive, educational, dull, unpleasant, repellent. preserving: (n) conservation, 
advantageous, rewarding, benignant, perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, preservation, protection, 
improving, profitable, illuminating, supposed, professed, ostensible. conservancy, embalmment, fixation; 
helpful. ANTONYM: (adj) pleasing: (adj, n) acceptable; (adj) (adj) saving, frugal, economical, 
unedifying. amiable, lovable, amusing, attractive, protective, thrifty. 
engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, gratifying, lovely, pleasant, psalm: (n) hymn, chant, psalmody, 


prepossessing; (adj) attractive, charming, delightful, inviting. anthem, song, Salm; (v) sing. 
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standing near the extreme corner of one of the benches occupied by the Knights 
Companions of the Temple, one hand extending his long mantle, so as in some 
degree to hide his face; while the other held his cross-handled sword, with the 
point of which, sheathed as it was, he was slowly drawing lines upon the oaken 
floor. 


"Unhappy man!" said the Grand Master, after favouring him with a glance of 
compassion. "Thou seest, Conrade, how this holy work distresses him. To this 
can the light look of woman, aided by the Prince of the Powers of this world, 
bring a valiant and worthy knight!--Seest thou he cannot look upon us; he cannot 
look upon her; and who knows by what impulse from his tormentor his hand 
forms these cabalistic lines upon the floor?--It may be our life and safety are thus 
aimed at; but we spit at and defy the foul enemy. 'Semper Leo percutiatur!"" 


This was communicated apart to his confidential follower, Conrade Mont- 
Fitchet. The Grand Master then raised his voice, and addressed the assembly. 


"Reverend and valiant men, Knights, Preceptors, and Companions of this 
Holy Order, my brethren and my children!--you also, well-born and pious 
Esquires, who aspire to wear this holy Cross! --and you also, Christian brethren, 
of every degree!--Be it known to you, that it is not defect of power in us which 
hath occasioned the assembling of this congregation; for, however unworthy in 
our person, yet to us is committed, with this batoon, full power to judge and to 
try all that regards the weal of this our Holy Order. Holy Saint Bernard, in the 
rule of our knightly and religious profession, hath said, in the fifty-ninth capital, 
that he would not that brethren be called together in council, save at the will and 
command of the Master; leaving it free to us, as to those more worthy fathers 
who have preceded us in this our office, to judge, as well of the occasion as of the 
time and place in which a chapter of the whole Order, or of any part thereof, 
may be convoked. Also, in all such chapters, it is our duty to hear the advice of 
our brethren, and to proceed according to our own pleasure. But when the 
raging wolf hath made an inroad upon the flock, and carried off one member 
thereof, it is the duty of the kind shepherd to call his comrades together, that 
with bows and slings they may quell the invader, according to our well-known 


Thesaurus 


cabalistic: (adj) mysterious, cryptic, 
esoteric, incantatory, phylacteric, 
talismanic, cabalistical, cryptical, 
impenetrable, inscrutable; (adj, v) 
recondite. 

chapters: (n) contents. 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
disregard, unconcern, severity, 


nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity. 

follower: (n) backer, devotee, fan, 
admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, 
partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) 
lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, 
rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, 
leader. 

inroad: (n) foray, attack, incursion, 
invasion, aggression, penetration, 


offence, influx, intrusion; (n, v) raid; 


(v) invade. 

thereof: (adv) thence, therefrom, 
therefore, hence; (adj) casual, 
intelligence, observer, occasional, 
prearranged, premeditated, 
fortuitous. 

tormentor: (n) pest, tormenter, 
torturer, pesterer, annoyer, teaser, 
tease, tantalizer, persecutor, gadfly, 
flat. 

well-born: (adj) aristocratic, patrician, 
gentle. 
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rule, that the lion is ever to be beaten down. We have therefore summoned to 
our presence a Jewish woman, by name Rebecca, daughter of Isaac of York--a 
woman infamous for sortileges and for witcheries; whereby she hath maddened 
the blood, and besotted the brain, not of a churl, but of a Knight --not of a secular 
Knight, but of one devoted to the service of the Holy Temple--not of a Knight 
Companion, but of a Preceptor of our Order, first in honour as in place. Our 
brother, Brian de Bois-Guilbert, is well known to ourselves, and to all degrees 
who now hear me, as a true and zealous champion of the Cross, by whose arm 
many deeds of valour have been wrought in the Holy Land, and the holy places 
purified from pollution by the blood of those infidels who defiled them. Neither 
have our brother's sagacity and prudence been less in repute among his brethren 
than his valour and discipline; in so much, that knights, both in eastern and 
western lands, have named De Bois-Guilbert as one who may well be put in 
nomination as successor to this batoon, when it shall please Heaven to release us 
from the toil of bearing it. If we were told that such a man, so honoured, and so 
honourable, suddenly casting away regard for his character, his vows, his 
brethren, and his prospects, had associated to himself a Jewish damsel, 
wandered in this lewd company, through solitary places, defended her person in 
preference to his own, and, finally, was so utterly blinded and besotted by his 
folly, as to bring her even to one of our own Preceptories, what should we say 
but that the noble knight was possessed by some evil demon, or influenced by 
some wicked spell?--If we could suppose it otherwise, think not rank, valour, 
high repute, or any earthly consideration, should prevent us from visiting him 
with punishment, that the evil thing might be removed, even according to the 
text, 'Auferte malum ex vobis'. For various and heinous are the acts of 
transgression against the rule of our blessed Order in this lamentable history.-- 
1st, He hath walked according to his proper will, contrary to capital 33, 'Quod 
nullus juxta propriam voluntatem incedat'.--2d, He hath held communication 
with an excommunicated person, capital 57, 'Ut fratres non participent cum 
excommunicatis', and therefore hath a portion in 'Anathema Maranatha'.--3d, He 
hath conversed with strange women, contrary to the capital, 'Ut fratres non 
conversantur cum extraneis mulieribus'.--4th, He hath not avoided, nay, he hath, 


Thesaurus 
defiled: (adj) impure, polluted, dirty, famous. deranged, angered, enraged, 
maculate, debauched, contaminated, lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
corrupt, violated, tainted, abusive, distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic. 
adulterate. ANTONYMS: (adj) piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; (adj, purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure, 
hallowed, purified, sanctified, v) pitiable, mournful. ANTONYMS: cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
cleansed, untarnished. (adj) laudable, fortunate. chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
infamous: (adj) disreputable, flagrant, lewd: (adj) indecent, dirty, bawdy, pured. 
notorious, disgraceful, filthy, abandoned, carnal, lustful, transgression: (n) fault, crime, 
dishonourable, contemptible; (adj, v) impure, debauched; (adj, v) misdeed, error, infraction, offense, 
foul, shameful, base; (adj, n, v) lecherous, dissolute. ANTONYMS: violation, misconduct, breach, 
scandalous; (adj, adv, v) nefarious. (adj) decent, refined, chaste, clean. trespass, infringement. ANTONYMS: 


ANTONYMS: (adj) reputable, maddened: (adj) angry, furious, (n) piety, obedience. 
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it is to be feared, solicited the kiss of woman; by which, saith the last rule of our 
renowned Order, 'Ut fugiantur oscula', the soldiers of the Cross are brought into 
a snare. For which heinous and multiplied guilt, Brian de Bois-Guilbert should 
be cut off and cast out from our congregation, were he the right hand and right 
eye thereof." 


He paused. A low murmur went through the assembly. Some of the 
younger part, who had been inclined to smile at the statute 'De osculis fugiendis', 
became now grave enough, and anxiously waited what the Grand Master was 
next to propose. 


"Such," he said, "and so great should indeed be the punishment of a Knight 
Templar, who wilfully offended against the rules of his Order in such weighty 
points. But if, by means of charms and of spells, Satan had obtained dominion 
over the Knight, perchance because he cast his eyes too lightly upon a damsel's 
beauty, we are then rather to lament than chastise his backsliding; and, 
imposing on him only such penance as may purify him from his iniquity, we are 
to turn the full edge of our indignation upon the accursed instrument, which had 
so well-nigh occasioned his utter falling away.--Stand forth, therefore, and bear 
witness, ye who have witnessed these unhappy doings, that we may judge of the 
sum and bearing thereof; and judge whether our justice may be satisfied with the 
punishment of this infidel woman, or if we must go on, with a bleeding heart, to 
the further proceeding against our brother." 


Several witnesses were called upon to prove the risks to which Bois-Guilbert 
exposed himself in endeavouring to save Rebecca from the blazing castle, and his 
neglect of his personal defence in attending to her safety. The men gave these 
details with the exaggerations common to vulgar minds which have been 
strongly excited by any remarkable event, and their natural disposition to the 
marvellous was greatly increased by the satisfaction which their evidence 
seemed to afford to the eminent person for whose information it had been 
delivered. Thus the dangers which Bois-Guilbert surmounted, in themselves 
sufficiently great, became portentous in their narrative. The devotion of the 
Knight to Rebecca's defence was exaggerated beyond the bounds, not only of 


Thesaurus 
backsliding: (n) defection, apostasy, behaviour, deportment, demeanour, injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
recidivation, failure; (adj) pollution, proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reprobation, declension, deed, job. goodness, good. 
demoralization, depravity, dominion: (n) authority, control, multiplied: (adj) many, multitudinous, 
perversion, pravity. domain, command, reign, rule, sway, teeming, peopled, populous, 
chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, correct, power, kingdom, mastery, studded, thick, increased, frequent; 
reprimand, punish, criticize, beat, supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) (v) absorb, acquisition. 
scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) scourge. subjugation. snare: (n, v) mesh, gin, ambush, hook; 
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encourage. iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) solicited: (adj) requested. 


doings: (n) conduct, behavior, inequity, wickedness, immorality, witnesses: (n) audience. 


454 Ivanhoe 


discretion, but even of the most frantic excess of chivalrous zeal; and his 
deference to what she said, even although her language was often severe and 
upbraiding, was painted as carried to an excess, which, in a man of his haughty 
temper, seemed almost preternatural. 


The Preceptor of Templestowe was then called on to describe the manner in 
which Bois-Guilbert and the Jewess arrived at the Preceptory. The evidence of 
Malvoisin was skilfully guarded. But while he apparently studied to spare the 
feelings of Bois-Guilbert, he threw in, from time to time, such hints, as seemed to 
infer that he laboured under some temporary alienation of mind, so deeply did 
he appear to be enamoured of the damsel whom he brought along with him. 
With sighs of penitence, the Preceptor avowed his own contrition for having 
admitted Rebecca and her lover within the walls of the Preceptory--"But my 
defence," he concluded, "has been made in my confession to our most reverend 
father the Grand Master; he knows my motives were not evil, though my 
conduct may have been irregular. Joyfully will I submit to any penance he shall 
assign me." 


"Thou hast spoken well, Brother Albert," said Beaumanoir; "thy motives were 
good, since thou didst judge it right to arrest thine erring brother in his career of 
precipitate folly. But thy conduct was wrong; as he that would stop a runaway 
steed, and seizing by the stirrup instead of the bridle, receiveth injury himself, 
instead of accomplishing his purpose. Thirteen paternosters are assigned by our 
pious founder for matins, and nine for vespers; be those services doubled by thee. 
Thrice a-week are Templars permitted the use of flesh; but do thou keep fast for 
all the seven days. This do for six weeks to come, and thy penance is 
accomplished." 


With a hypocritical look of the deepest submission, the Preceptor of 
Templestowe bowed to the ground before his Superior, and resumed his seat. 


"Were it not well, brethren," said the Grand Master, "that we examine 
something into the former life and conversation of this woman, specially that we 
may discover whether she be one likely to use magical charms and spells, since 
the truths which we have heard may well incline us to suppose, that in this 


Thesaurus 

accomplishing: (n) doing; (adj) circumspect, cagey, vigilant, conjecture, gather, deduct; (adj, v) 
effectual. watchful, conditional, discreet, understand, imply. 

alienation: (n) estrangement, gingerly, conservative. ANTONYMS: skilfully: (adv) skillfully, adroitly, 
abalienation, disaffection, dislike, (adj) frank, careless, trusting, reckless, cunningly, proficiently, deftly, 
separation, transfer, breach, frenzy, open, unwary, natural. adeptly, expertly, handily, artfully, 
insanity, conveyance; (adj) madness. incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) goodly, ably. 

assign: (v) allot, delegate, consign, slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, upbraiding: (n) chewing out, bawling 
ascribe, appoint, place, allocate, gradient, grade, inclination. out, castigation, dressing down, 
appropriate; (n, v) allow, apply, give. ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; (n) earful; (adj) abusive, reproachful, 
ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, discharge, hollow, descent. base, expressing reproach; (v) 
discredit, divest, refuse, take. infer: (v) deduce, guess, derive, chiding, admonish. 


guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, conclude, construe, imagine, 
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unhappy course our erring brother has been acted upon by some infernal 
enticement and delusion?" 


Herman of Goodalricke was the Fourth Preceptor present; the other three 
were Conrade, Malvoisin, and Bois-Guilbert himself. Herman was an ancient 
warrior, whose face was marked with sears inflicted by the sabre of the 
Moslemah, and had great rank and consideration among his brethren. He arose 
and bowed to the Grand Master, who instantly granted him license of speech. "I 
would crave to know, most Reverend Father, of our valiant brother, Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert, what he says to these wondrous accusations, and with what eye he 
himself now regards his unhappy intercourse with this Jewish maiden?" 


"Brian de Bois-Guilbert," said the Grand Master, "thou hearest the question 
which our Brother of Goodalricke desirest thou shouldst answer. I command 
thee to reply to him." 


Bois-Guilbert turned his head towards the Grand Master when thus 
addressed, and remained silent. 


"He is possessed by a dumb devil," said the Grand Master. "Avoid thee, 
Sathanus!--Speak, Brian de Bois-Guilbert, I conjure thee, by this symbol of our 
Holy Order." 


Bois-Guilbert made an effort to suppress his rising scorn and indignation, 
the expression of which, he was well aware, would have little availed him. 
"Brian de Bois-Guilbert," he answered, "replies not, most Reverend Father, to 
such wild and vague charges. If his honour be impeached, he will defend it with 
his body, and with that sword which has often fought for Christendom." 


"We forgive thee, Brother Brian," said the Grand Master; "though that thou 
hast boasted thy warlike achievements before us, is a glorifying of thine own 
deeds, and cometh of the Enemy, who tempteth us to exalt our own worship. 
But thou hast our pardon, judging thou speakest less of thine own suggestion 
than from the impulse of him whom by Heaven's leave, we will quell and drive 
forth from our assembly." A glance of disdain flashed from the dark fierce eyes 
of Bois-Guilbert, but he made no reply.--"And now," pursued the Grand Master, 
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charges: (n) expenditure, dues. (n) dissuasion, repulsion. ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, herman: (n) Woodrow Charles pleasure. 
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appeal, inveiglement. ANTONYMS: dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. advertise, acknowledge. 
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"since our Brother of Goodalricke's question has been thus imperfectly answered, 
pursue we our quest, brethren, and with our patron's assistance, we will search 
to the bottom this mystery of iniquity.--Let those who have aught to witness of 
the life and conversation of this Jewish woman, stand forth before us." There 
was a bustle in the lower part of the hall, and when the Grand Master enquired 
the reason, it was replied, there was in the crowd a bedridden man, whom the 
prisoner had restored to the perfect use of his limbs, by a miraculous balsam. 


The poor peasant, a Saxon by birth, was dragged forward to the bar, terrified 
at the penal consequences which he might have incurred by the guilt of having 
been cured of the palsy by a Jewish damsel. Perfectly cured he certainly was not, 
for he supported himself forward on crutches to give evidence. Most unwilling 
was his testimony, and given with many tears; but he admitted that two years 
since, when residing at York, he was suddenly afflicted with a sore disease, while 
labouring for Isaac the rich Jew, in his vocation of a joiner; that he had been 
unable to stir from his bed until the remedies applied by Rebecca's directions, 
and especially a warming and spicy-smelling balsam, had in some degree 
restored him to the use of his limbs. Moreover, he said, she had given him a pot 
of that precious ointment, and furnished him with a piece of money withal, to 
return to the house of his father, near to Templestowe. "And may it please your 
gracious Reverence," said the man, "I cannot think the damsel meant harm by me, 
though she hath the ill hap to be a Jewess; for even when I used her remedy, I 
said the Pater and the Creed, and it never operated a whit less kindly--" 


"Peace, slave," said the Grand Master, "and begone! It well suits brutes like 
thee to be tampering and trinketing with hellish cures, and to be giving your 
labour to the sons of mischief. I tell thee, the fiend can impose diseases for the 
very purpose of removing them, in order to bring into credit some diabolical 
fashion of cure. Hast thou that unguent of which thou speakest?" 


The peasant, fumbling in his bosom with a trembling hand, produced a small 
box, bearing some Hebrew characters on the lid, which was, with most of the 
audience, a sure proof that the devil had stood apothecary. Beaumanoir, after 
crossing himself, took the box into his hand, and, learned in most of the Eastern 
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apothecary: (n) druggist, pharmacy, miraculous: (adj) marvelous, unguent, unction, oil, lotion, grease, 
chemist, caregiver, dispensing astonishing, marvellous, wonderful, plaster, embrocation, liniment. 
chemist, medical attendant, astounding, remarkable, magical, palsy: (v) cripple, paralyze; (n) 
pothecary, potecary, pill pusher, incredible, wonder, stupendous, anaesthesia, apoplexy, akinesia, 
pharmacopolist, pharmacologist. phenomenal. ANTONYMS: (adj) alalia, paralyzation, numbness; (adj) 

fumbling: (adj) clumsy, fumble, normal, mundane, unremarkable. decline, consumption, sideration. 
butterfingered, awkward, bumbling, mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) tampering: (n) meddling, change of 
bunglesome, clunky, cumbersome, damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, state, interference; (adj) meddlesome, 
incompetent, left-handed, unskilled.  devilry, caper, devilment, curious. 

joiner: (n) cabinetmaker, woodworker, maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n) unguent: (n) balm, salve, cream, 
member, associate, cabinet maker, obedience, beneficence, help. unction, balsam, cerate, arnica, 


convoy joiner. ointment: (n) cream, salve, balm, chrisom, emollient, chrism, liniment. 


Walter Scott 457 


tongues, read with ease the motto on the lid,--"The Lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
conquered." "Strange powers of Sathanas." said he, "which can convert Scripture 
into blasphemy, mingling poison with our necessary food!--Is there no leech 
here who can tell us the ingredients of this mystic unguent?" 


Two mediciners, as they called themselves, the one a monk, the other a 
barber, appeared, and avouched they knew nothing of the materials, excepting 
that they savoured of myrrh and camphire, which they took to be Oriental herbs. 
But with the true professional hatred to a successful practitioner of their art, they 
insinuated that, since the medicine was beyond their own knowledge, it must 
necessarily have been compounded from an unlawful and magical 
pharmacopeia; since they themselves, though no conjurors, fully understood 
every branch of their art, so far as it might be exercised with the good faith of a 
Christian. When this medical research was ended, the Saxon peasant desired 
humbly to have back the medicine which he had found so salutary; but the 
Grand Master frowned severely at the request. "What is thy name, fellow?" said 
he to the cripple. 


"Higg, the son of Snell," answered the peasant. 


"Then Higg, son of Snell," said the Grand Master, "I tell thee it is better to be 
bedridden, than to accept the benefit of unbelievers' medicine that thou mayest 
arise and walk; better to despoil infidels of their treasure by the strong hand, 
than to accept of them benevolent gifts, or do them service for wages. Go thou, 
and do as I have said." 


"Alack," said the peasant, "an it shall not displease your Reverence, the lesson 
comes too late for me, for I am but a maimed man; but I will tell my two brethren, 
who serve the rich Rabbi Nathan Ben Samuel, that your mastership says it is 
more lawful to rob him than to render him faithful service." 


"Out with the prating villain!" said Beaumanoir, who was not prepared to 
refute this practical application of his general maxim. 


Higg, the son of Snell, withdrew into the crowd, but, interested in the fate of 
his benefactress, lingered until he should learn her doom, even at the risk of 
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barber: (v) shave, neaten; (n) shaver, 
hairdresser, Chinook, foehn, 


khamsin, norther, vendaval, wuther, 


hairstylist. 


strip, ravage; (adj, v) spoil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consecrate, 
construct, improve, build, beautify, 
conserve. 


blasphemy: (n) profanity, desecration, humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, 


violation, profanation, oath, 
irreverence, curse, profaneness, 
discourtesy, cursing, insult. 


ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, respect, 


reverence. 


despoil: (v) plunder, deprive, pillage, 


loot, ransack, sack, rifle, desecrate, 


modestly, submissively, low, shyly, 
lowlily, naturally, regretfully, 
remorsefully, repentantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, 
haughtily, pompously, 
ostentatiously, unrepentantly, 
affluently, brashly, pretentiously. 


maimed: (adj) disabled, mutilated, 
deformed, truncated, faulty, cut 
short, game, cut off; (n) wounded. 

mastership: (n) dominion, command, 
situation, office, skill, superiority, 
excellence, knack, masterdom; (adj) 
panurgy. 

pharmacopeia: (n) formulary. 

salutary: (adj) beneficial, salubrious, 
good, healthful, healthy, wholesome, 
helpful, curative, benign, useful, 
advantageous. 
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again encountering the frown of that severe judge, the terror of which withered 
his very heart within him. 


At this period of the trial, the Grand Master commanded Rebecca to unveil 
herself. Opening her lips for the first time, she replied patiently, but with 
dignity,--"That it was not the wont of the daughters of her people to uncover 
their faces when alone in an assembly of strangers." The sweet tones of her voice, 
and the softness of her reply, impressed on the audience a sentiment of pity and 
sympathy. But Beaumanoir, in whose mind the suppression of each feeling of 
humanity which could interfere with his imagined duty, was a virtue of itself, 
repeated his commands that his victim should be unveiled. The guards were 
about to remove her veil accordingly, when she stood up before the Grand 
Master and said, "Nay, but for the love of your own daughters--Alas," she said, 
recollecting herself, "ye have no daughters!--yet for the remembrance of your 
mothers--for the love of your sisters, and of female decency, let me not be thus 
handled in your presence; it suits not a maiden to be disrobed by such rude 
grooms. I will obey you," she added, with an expression of patient sorrow in her 
voice, which had almost melted the heart of Beaumanoir himself; "ye are elders 
among your people, and at your command I will show the features of an ill-fated 
maiden." 


She withdrew her veil, and looked on them with a countenance in which 
bashfulness contended with dignity. Her exceeding beauty excited a murmur of 
surprise, and the younger knights told each other with their eyes, in silent 
correspondence, that Brian's best apology was in the power of her real charms, 
rather than of her imaginary witchcraft. But Higg, the son of Snell, felt most 
deeply the effect produced by the sight of the countenance of his benefactress. 


"Let me go forth," he said to the warders at the door of the hall,--"let me go 
forth!--To look at her again will kill me, for I have had a share in murdering her." 


"Peace, poor man," said Rebecca, when she heard his exclamation; "thou hast 
done me no harm by speaking the truth--thou canst not aid me by thy complaints 
or lamentations. Peace, I pray thee --go home and save thyself." 


Thesaurus 


bashfulness: (n) diffidence, shyness, 
coyness, humility, abashment, 
backwardness, reserve, timidity, 
constraint, embarrassment, stage 
fright. 

disrobed: (adj) naked, nude, au 
naturel. 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed. 


melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing. 

patiently: (adv) perseveringly, 
invalidly, quietly, uncomplainingly, 
persistently, forbearingly, resignedly, 
steadily, doggedly, calmly, meekly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) eagerly. 

suppression: (n) repression, restraint, 
quelling, crushing, stifling, 
constraint, extinction, abolition, 
subjugation, prevention; (n, v) 


overthrow. ANTONYMS: (n) 
emancipation, development, 
expression, revelation. 

unveil: (v) disclose, expose, show, 
uncover, divulge, introduce, display, 
unfold, bare, unmask, open. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, hide, close, 
drape. 

witchcraft: (n) incantation, sorcery, 
witchery, enchantment, spell, black 
magic, necromancy, fascination, 
charm, black art, glamour. 
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Higg was about to be thrust out by the compassion of the warders, who were 
apprehensive lest his clamorous grief should draw upon them reprehension, and 
upon himself punishment. But he promised to be silent, and was permitted to 
remain. The two men-at-arms, with whom Albert Malvoisin had not failed to 
communicate upon the import of their testimony, were now called forward. 
Though both were hardened and inflexible villains, the sight of the captive 
maiden, as well as her excelling beauty, at first appeared to stagger them; but an 
expressive glance from the Preceptor of Templestowe restored them to their 
dogged composure; and they delivered, with a precision which would have 
seemed suspicious to more impartial judges, circumstances either altogether 
fictitious or trivial, and natural in themselves, but rendered pregnant with 
suspicion by the exaggerated manner in which they were told, and the sinister 
commentary which the witnesses added to the facts. The circumstances of their 
evidence would have been, in modern days, divided into two classes--those 
which were immaterial, and those which were actually and physically 
impossible. But both were, in those ignorant and superstitions times, easily 
credited as proofs of guilt.--The first class set forth, that Rebecca was heard to 
mutter to herself in an unknown tongue--that the songs she sung by fits were of 
a strangely sweet sound, which made the ears of the hearer tingle, and his heart 
throb--that she spoke at times to herself, and seemed to look upward for a reply-- 
that her garments were of a strange and mystic form, unlike those of women of 
good repute--that she had rings impressed with cabalistical devices, and that 
strange characters were broidered on her veil. 


All these circumstances, so natural and so trivial, were gravely listened to as 
proofs, or, at least, as affording strong suspicions that Rebecca had unlawful 
correspondence with mystical powers. 


But there was less equivocal testimony, which the credulity of the assembly, 
or of the greater part, greedily swallowed, however incredible. One of the 
soldiers had seen her work a cure upon a wounded man, brought with them to 
the castle of Torquilstone. She did, he said, make certain signs upon the wound, 
and repeated certain mysterious words, which he blessed God he understood not, 


Thesaurus 
credulity: (n) credulousness, excelling: (v) careless, passant, whisper; (v) growl, maunder, grouch, 
trustingness, trust, innocence, current; (adj) perfect, excellent. snarl, croak; (n) murmuration, 
trustfulness, faith, lack of caution, greedily: (adv) covetously, avidly, grumbling, complaint. 
navet, unwariness, acceptance. voraciously, ravenously, rapaciously, reprehension: (n) admonition, 
ANTONYM: (n) wariness. acquisitively, gluttonously, hungrily, censure, reproach, reprimand, blame, 
equivocal: (adj) ambiguous, indefinite, graspingly, eagerly, enviously. reproof, objurgation, castigation, 
doubtful, dubious, questionable, ANTONYM: (adv) sparingly. chastisement, monition, 
elusive, cryptic, precarious, hearer: (n) audience, listener, admonishment. 
problematic, apocryphal, double. eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, earwitness, attendant, attendee, astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
unequivocal, definite, obvious, plain, attender, audient, beholder. flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 


unquestionable, certain, direct. mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, (adj, v) flabbergast. 
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when the iron head of a square cross-bow bolt disengaged itself from the wound, 
the bleeding was stanched, the wound was closed, and the dying man was, 
within a quarter of an hour, walking upon the ramparts, and assisting the 
witness in managing a mangonel, or machine for hurling stones. This legend 
was probably founded upon the fact, that Rebecca had attended on the wounded 
Ivanhoe when in the castle of Torquilstone. But it was the more difficult to 
dispute the accuracy of the witness, as, in order to produce real evidence in 
support of his verbal testimony, he drew from his pouch the very bolt-head, 
which, according to his story, had been miraculously extracted from the wound; 
and as the iron weighed a full ounce, it completely confirmed the tale, however 
marvellous. 


His comrade had been a witness from a neighbouring battlement of the scene 
betwixt Rebecca and Bois-Guilbert, when she was upon the point of 
precipitating herself from the top of the tower. Not to be behind his companion, 
this fellow stated, that he had seen Rebecca perch herself upon the parapet of the 
turret, and there take the form of a milk-white swan, under which appearance 
she flitted three times round the castle of Torquilstone; then again settle on the 
turret, and once more assume the female form. 


Less than one half of this weighty evidence would have been sufficient to 
convict any old woman, poor and ugly, even though she had not been a Jewess. 
United with that fatal circumstance, the body of proof was too weighty for 
Rebecca's youth, though combined with the most exquisite beauty. 


The Grand Master had collected the suffrages, and now in a solemn tone 
demanded of Rebecca what she had to say against the sentence of condemnation, 
which he was about to pronounce. 


"To invoke your pity," said the lovely Jewess, with a voice somewhat 
tremulous with emotion, "would, I am aware, be as useless as I should hold it 
mean. To state that to relieve the sick and wounded of another religion, cannot 
be displeasing to the acknowledged Founder of both our faiths, were also 
unavailing; to plead that many things which these men (whom may Heaven 
pardon!) have spoken against me are impossible, would avail me but little, since 


Thesaurus 
convict: (adj, n) felon; (n) captive, con, objectionable, unacceptable, astonishingly, staggeringly, 
criminal, jailbird, inmate, prisoner, annoying, unwelcome, contrary; (adv) wondrously, startlingly, 
malefactor, offender; (v) convince, displeasingly; (v) unpleasing. phenomenally. 
sentence. ANTONYMS: (n) innocent; ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom, 
(v) liberate, release, free, exonerate, agreeable. morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
absolve, clear. hurling: (adj) moving; (n) field game. shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain. 
disengaged: (adj) vacant, unemployed, mangonel: (n) launcher, catapult, perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, settle, 
disentangled, free, freed, bricole, ballista, arbalist, arbalest, sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) lodge, 
untrammelled, devoid, unreserved, mangan. abide, dwell; (n) pole. 
detached, liberated, loosened. miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, precipitating: (adj) down. 
displeasing: (adj) distasteful, marvelously, strangely, remarkably, ramparts: (n) rampart, fortification. 


offensive, disagreeable, obnoxious, stupendously, supernaturally, 
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you believe in their possibility; and still less would it advantage me to explain, 
that the peculiarities of my dress, language, and manners, are those of my 
people--I had well-nigh said of my country, but alas! we have no country. Nor 
will I even vindicate myself at the expense of my oppressor, who stands there 
listening to the fictions and surmises which seem to convert the tyrant into the 
victim.--God be judge between him and me! but rather would I submit to ten 
such deaths as your pleasure may denounce against me, than listen to the suit 
which that man of Belial has urged upon me --friendless, defenceless, and his 
prisoner. But he is of your own faith, and his lightest affirmance would weigh 
down the most solemn protestations of the distressed Jewess. I will not therefore 
return to himself the charge brought against me--but to himself--Yes, Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert, to thyself I appeal, whether these accusations are not false? as 
monstrous and calumnious as they are deadly?" 


There was a pause; all eyes turned to Brain de Bois-Guilbert. He was silent. 


"Speak," she said, "if thou art a man--if thou art a Christian, speak!--I conjure 
thee, by the habit which thou dost wear, by the name thou dost inherit--by the 
knighthood thou dost vaunt --by the honour of thy mother--by the tomb and the 
bones of thy father--I conjure thee to say, are these things true?" 


"Answer her, brother," said the Grand Master, "if the Enemy with whom thou 
dost wrestle will give thee power." 


In fact, Bois-Guilbert seemed agitated by contending passions, which almost 
convulsed his features, and it was with a constrained voice that at last he replied, 
looking to Rebecca, --"The scroll!--the scroll!" 


"Ay," said Beaumanoir, "this is indeed testimony! The victim of her 
witcheries can only name the fatal scroll, the spell inscribed on which is, 
doubtless, the cause of his silence." 


But Rebecca put another interpretation on the words extorted as it were from 
Bois-Guilbert, and glancing her eye upon the slip of parchment which she 
continued to hold in her hand, she read written thereupon in the Arabian 
character, "Demand a Champion!" The murmuring commentary which ran 


Thesaurus 

calumnious: (adj) libelous, slanderous, ANTONYMS: (v) commend, testimony: (n, v) attestation, witness; 
calumniatory, libellous, scandalous, compliment, honor, laud, approve, (n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
abusive, denigrative, denigratory, support. testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
derogatory, detractory, harmful. monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, affidavit, affirmation, profession. 

constrained: (adj) forced, bound, stiff, | heinous, monster, immense, gigantic, weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
strained, awkward, compelled, grievous, ugly, flagitious, dreadful; matter, consider, count, deliberate, 
limited, affected, stilted, rigid, (adj, v) grotesque. ANTONYMS: (adj) contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, beautiful, good, small, poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
unrestricted, liberated, natural, open. lovely, attractive. neglect. 

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, lambskin, diploma, testament, will; strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 


excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. (v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar. scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
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through the assembly at the strange reply of Bois-Guilbert, gave Rebecca leisure 
to examine and instantly to destroy the scroll unobserved. When the whisper 
had ceased, the Grand Master spoke. 


"Rebecca, thou canst derive no benefit from the evidence of this unhappy 
knight, for whom, as we well perceive, the Enemy is yet too powerful. Hast thou 
aught else to say?" 


"There is yet one chance of life left to me," said Rebecca, "even by your own 
fierce laws. Life has been miserable--miserable, at least, of late--but I will not cast 
away the gift of God, while he affords me the means of defending it. I deny this 
charge--I maintain my innocence, and I declare the falsehood of this accusation-- 
I challenge the privilege of trial by combat, and will appear by my champion." 


"And who, Rebecca," replied the Grand Master, "will lay lance in rest for a 
sorceress? who will be the champion of a Jewess?" 


"God will raise me up a champion," said Rebecca--"It cannot be that in merry 
England--the hospitable, the generous, the free, where so many are ready to peril 
their lives for honour, there will not be found one to fight for justice. But it is 
enough that I challenge the trial by combat--there lies my gage." 


She took her embroidered glove from her hand, and flung it down before the 
Grand Master with an air of mingled simplicity and dignity, which excited 
universal surprise and admiration. 


Thesaurus 


declare: (v) advertise, assert, allege, invent. innocence: (n) blamelessness, chastity, 


attest, aver, admit, acknowledge, 
proclaim, avow; (n, v) affirm, say. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, revoke, 
suppress, retract, repress, disclaim, 
withhold, request, refute, block. 

defending: (v) defend; (adj) caring, 
shielding, protective, opposed, 
protecting; (n) patrol. 

derive: (v) stem, acquire, draw, 
deduct, come, result, extract, educe, 
infer, gain, elicit. ANTONYM: (v) 


dignity: (n) degree, prestige, glory, 
decorum, face, distinction, honor, 
majesty, eminence, solemnity; (adj, n) 
decency. ANTONYMS: (n) lowliness, 
indecency, impropriety, simplicity, 
cheerfulness, austerity. 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, 
falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality. 


ignorance, ingenuousness, purity, 
gullibility, artlessness, innocent, 
simplicity, harmlessness, 
guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sophistication, experience, fault, 
dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty. 


perceive: (v) comprehend, apprehend, 


discover, see, grasp, find, know, 
observe, sense, appreciate; (adj, v) 
discern. ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, 
observe, ignore. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII 


--There I throw my gage, 
To prove it on thee to the extremest point 
Of martial daring. 
Richard II 


Even Lucas Beaumanoir himself was affected by the mien and appearance of 
Rebecca. He was not originally a cruel or even a severe man; but with passions 
by nature cold, and with a high, though mistaken, sense of duty, his heart had 
been gradually hardened by the ascetic life which he pursued, the supreme 
power which he enjoyed, and the supposed necessity of subduing infidelity and 
eradicating heresy, which he conceived peculiarly incumbent on him. His 
features relaxed in their usual severity as he gazed upon the beautiful creature 
before him, alone, unfriended, and defending herself with so much spirit and 
courage. He crossed himself twice, as doubting whence arose the unwonted 
softening of a heart, which on such occasions used to resemble in hardness the 
steel of his sword. At length he spoke. 


"Damsel," he said, "if the pity I feel for thee arise from any practice thine evil 
arts have made on me, great is thy guilt. But I rather judge it the kinder feelings 
of nature, which grieves that so goodly a form should be a vessel of perdition. 
Repent, my daughter--confess thy witchcrafts--turn thee from thine evil faith-- 
embrace this holy emblem, and all shall yet be well with thee here and hereafter. 


Thesaurus 


doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 
disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 


skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, wary, 


doubts, distrusting. ANTONYM: 
(adj) credulous. 
eradicating: (v) eradicate. 
hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 


arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 


ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability. 


incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; (n) 
functionary, official, householder, 
occupant, parson, locum tenens, 
sojourner; (adj) compulsory; (v) 
supernatant, overlying. 

martial: (adj) military, warlike, 
soldierly, bellicose, belligerent, 
combative, brave, soldierlike, 
armigerous, militant, heroic. 


(n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
nether region, deperdition, bane, 
destruction, overthrow. ANTONYM: 
(n) heaven. 


subduing: (adj) aggressively haughty, 


conquering, domineering, insolent, 
overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, oppression. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) civilian, peaceful, unfriended: (v) helpless; (adj) 


unarmed. 
perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 


fatherless. 
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In some sisterhood of the strictest order, shalt thou have time for prayer and 
fitting penance, and that repentance not to be repented of. This do and live-- 
what has the law of Moses done for thee that thou shouldest die for it?" 


"It was the law of my fathers," said Rebecca; "it was delivered in thunders 
and in storms upon the mountain of Sinai, in cloud and in fire. This, if ye are 
Christians, ye believe--it is, you say, recalled; but so my teachers have not taught 
me." 


"Let our chaplain," said Beaumanoir, "stand forth, and tell this obstinate 
infidel--" 

"Forgive the interruption," said Rebecca, meekly; "I am a maiden, unskilled 
to dispute for my religion, but I can die for it, if it be God's will.--Let me pray 
your answer to my demand of a champion." 


"Give me her glove," said Beaumanoir. "This is indeed," he continued, as he 
looked at the flimsy texture and slender fingers, "a slight and frail gage for a 
purpose so deadly! --Seest thou, Rebecca, as this thin and light glove of thine is to 
one of our heavy steel gauntlets, so is thy cause to that of the Temple, for it is our 
Order which thou hast defied." 


"Cast my innocence into the scale," answered Rebecca, "and the glove of silk 
shall outweigh the glove of iron." 

"Then thou dost persist in thy refusal to confess thy guilt, and in that bold 
challenge which thou hast made?" 

"I do persist, noble sir," answered Rebecca. 


"So be it then, in the name of Heaven," said the Grand Master; "and may God 
show the right!" 

"Amen," replied the Preceptors around him, and the word was deeply echoed 
by the whole assembly. 


"Brethren," said Beaumanoir, "you are aware that we might well have refused 
to this woman the benefit of the trial by combat --but though a Jewess and an 
unbeliever, she is also a stranger and defenceless, and God forbid that she 


Thesaurus 
flimsy: (adj) light, weak, slight, sleazy, gauntlets: (n) gauntlet, gantlet. prohibited, hence. 
feeble, delicate, fragile, slender, outweigh: (v) preponderate, sisterhood: (n) sorority, family 
tenuous, fine; (adj, v) limp. overshadow, overbalance, relationship, relationship, Women's 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sturdy, strong, counterbalance, outstrip, Liberation, cousinhood, society, 
weighty, heavy, persuasive, reliable, | predominate, exceed, prevail, fellowship, order, kinship, sistership. 
robust, convincing, durable, good, surpass, outmatch; (adj) outdo. unskilled: (adj) incompetent, 
abundant. persist: (v) persevere, go on, endure, inexperienced, inexpert, raw, 
forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, bar, insist, maintain, remain, linger, unprofessional, unqualified, 
obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, follow; (n, v) last, abide, hold. amateurish, awkward, green, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, desist, untrained, bungling. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, approve, cease. (adj) skilled, competent, trained, 


authorize, stand. refused: (adj) forbidden, refuse, dexterous, skillful. 
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should ask the benefit of our mild laws, and that it should be refused to her. 
Moreover, we are knights and soldiers as well as men of religion, and shame it 
were to us upon any pretence, to refuse proffered combat. Thus, therefore, 
stands the case. Rebecca, the daughter of Isaac of York, is, by many frequent and 
suspicious circumstances, defamed of sorcery practised on the person of a noble 
knight of our holy Order, and hath challenged the combat in proof of her 
innocence. To whom, reverend brethren, is it your opinion that we should 
deliver the gage of battle, naming him, at the same time, to be our champion on 
the field?" 


"To Brian de Bois-Guilbert, whom it chiefly concerns," said the Preceptor of 
Goodalricke, "and who, moreover, best knows how the truth stands in this 
matter." 


"But if," said the Grand Master, "our brother Brian be under the influence of a 
charm or a spell--we speak but for the sake of precaution, for to the arm of none 
of our holy Order would we more willingly confide this or a more weighty 
cause." 


"Reverend father," answered the Preceptor of Goodalricke, "no spell can effect 
the champion who comes forward to fight for the judgment of God." 


"Thou sayest right, brother," said the Grand Master. "Albert Malvoisin, give 
this gage of battle to Brian de Bois-Guilbert. --It is our charge to thee, brother," he 
continued, addressing himself to Bois-Guilbert, "that thou do thy battle manfully, 
nothing doubting that the good cause shall triumph.--And do thou, Rebecca, 
attend, that we assign thee the third day from the present to find a champion." 


"That is but brief space," answered Rebecca, "for a stranger, who is also of 
another faith, to find one who will do battle, wagering life and honour for her 
cause, against a knight who is called an approved soldier." 


"We may not extend it," answered the Grand Master; "the field must be 
foughten in our own presence, and divers weighty causes call us on the fourth 
day from hence." 


Thesaurus 

charm: (n, v) allure, captivate, appeal, _ ANTONYM: (adv) partially. appellation, nomination, indication, 
spell, fascinate, bewitch, conjure; (adj, confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, delegacy, assignment, mention; (adj, 
v) attract; (n) amulet; (v) enchant, intrust, consign, rely, charge, n) appellative; (adj) designating. 
entrance. ANTONYMS: (n) ugliness, | unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. practised: (adj) practiced, expert, 
repulsion, repulsiveness, ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, adept, good, trained, proficient, 
awkwardness, hatefulness, conceal, retain. seasoned, skilful, skilled, skillful, 
unpleasantness; (v) repulse, offend, divers: (adj, v) sundry, various, versed. 
irritate, disgust, bore. separate; (adj) several, many, diverse, pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 

chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, miscellaneous, not a few, varied; (v) dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
above all, especially, headly, mostly, diversified; (n) diver. falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
largely, primely, predominantly; (adj, naming: (n) appointment, bluff, appearance, pretension. 


adv) mainly, particularly. identification, denomination, 
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"God's will be done!" said Rebecca; "I put my trust in Him, to whom an 
instant is as effectual to save as a whole age." 


"Thou hast spoken well, damsel," said the Grand Master; "but well know we 
who can array himself like an angel of light. It remains but to name a fitting 
place of combat, and, if it so hap, also of execution.--Where is the Preceptor of 
this house?" 


Albert Malvoisin, still holding Rebecca's glove in his hand, was speaking to 
Bois-Guilbert very earnestly, but in a low voice. 


"How!" said the Grand Master, "will he not receive the gage?" 


"He will--he doth, most Reverend Father," said Malvoisin, slipping the glove 
under his own mantle. "And for the place of combat, I hold the fittest to be the 
lists of Saint George belonging to this Preceptory, and used by us for military 
exercise." 


"It is well," said the Grand Master.--"Rebecca, in those lists shalt thou produce 
thy champion; and if thou failest to do so, or if thy champion shall be 
discomfited by the judgment of God, thou shalt then die the death of a sorceress, 
according to doom.--Let this our judgment be recorded, and the record read 
aloud, that no one may pretend ignorance." 


One of the chaplains, who acted as clerks to the chapter, immediately 
engrossed the order in a huge volume, which contained the proceedings of the 
Templar Knights when solemnly assembled on such occasions; and when he had 
finished writing, the other read aloud the sentence of the Grand Master, which, 
when translated from the Norman-French in which it was couched, was 
expressed as follows.-- 


"Rebecca, a Jewess, daughter of Isaac of York, being attainted of sorcery, 
seduction, and other damnable practices, practised on a Knight of the most Holy 
Order of the Temple of Zion, doth deny the same; and saith, that the testimony 
delivered against her this day is false, wicked, and disloyal; and that by lawful 
'essoine' of her body as being unable to combat in her own behalf, she doth offer, 
by a champion instead thereof, to avouch her case, he performing his loyal 


Thesaurus 
avouch: (v) assert, affirm, asseverate, discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill at engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
ensure, declare, admit, acknowledge, ease, disappointed, embarrassed, occupied, preoccupied, busy, 
protest, vouch, warrant; (n, v) avow. frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
ANTONYM: (v) disavow. mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful; hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
couched: (adj) understood, unspoken, (adj, n) defeated. ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
contained. disloyal: (adj) untrue, faithless, bored, distracted, indifferent, 
damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, unfaithful, deceitful, treacherous, unconcerned, uninterested, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, dishonest, treasonable, disaffected, inattentive, carefree. 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, rebellious, traitor, perfidious. slipping: (n) skidding, slippage; (adj) 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) loyal, faithful, slithering, gliding, down, labent. 
(adj) commendable, laudable, honest, trustworthy, firm, patriotic, 


praiseworthy. true, dependable. 


Walter Scott 467 


‘devoir' in all knightly sort, with such arms as to gage of battle do fully appertain, 
and that at her peril and cost. And therewith she proffered her gage. And the 
gage having been delivered to the noble Lord and Knight, Brian de Bois-Guilbert, 
of the Holy Order of the Temple of Zion, he was appointed to do this battle, in 
behalf of his Order and himself, as injured and impaired by the practices of the 
appellant. Wherefore the most reverend Father and puissant Lord, Lucas 
Marquis of Beaumanoir, did allow of the said challenge, and of the said '‘essoine' 
of the appellant's body, and assigned the third day for the said combat, the place 
being the enclosure called the lists of Saint George, near to the Preceptory of 
Templestowe. And the Grand Master appoints the appellant to appear there by 
her champion, on pain of doom, as a person convicted of sorcery or seduction; 
and also the defendant so to appear, under the penalty of being held and 
adjudged recreant in case of default; and the noble Lord and most reverend 
Father aforesaid appointed the battle to be done in his own presence, and 
according to all that is commendable and profitable in such a case. And may 
God aid the just cause!" 


"Amen!" said the Grand Master; and the word was echoed by all around. 
Rebecca spoke not, but she looked up to heaven, and, folding her hands, 
remained for a minute without change of attitude. She then modestly reminded 
the Grand Master, that she ought to be permitted some opportunity of free 
communication with her friends, for the purpose of making her condition known 
to them, and procuring, if possible, some champion to fight in her behalf. 


"It is just and lawful," said the Grand Master; "choose what messenger thou 
shalt trust, and he shall have free communication with thee in thy prison- 
chamber." 


"Is there," said Rebecca, "any one here, who, either for love of a good cause, or 
for ample hire, will do the errand of a distressed being?" 


All were silent; for none thought it safe, in the presence of the Grand Master, 
to avow any interest in the calumniated prisoner, lest he should be suspected of 
leaning towards Judaism. Not even the prospect of reward, far less any feelings 
of compassion alone, could surmount this apprehension. 


Thesaurus 


(adj) admirable, creditable, good, 
worthy, deserving, meritorious, 
applaudable; (adv) praiseworthily, 
laudably, admirably. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unworthy, despicable, 


appertain: (v) belong, relate, apply, 
dwell, lie, consist, regard, touch, 
refer, concern. 

appoints: (v) appoint. 

avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 


temptation, enticement, lure, 
conquest, persuasion, seducement; 
(adj) fascination, enchantment, 
witchery. 

surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, 


protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 


(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; (n, 


v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) disavow, 


renounce, refute, disclaim, condemn, 


censure. 
calumniated: (adj) aspersed. 


commendable: (adj, n) praiseworthy; 


contemptible, disgraceful, rotten, 
lamentable, poor. 


puissant: (adj) powerful, mighty, 


forcible, hard, robust, vigorous, 
strong, stout, efficacious, 
adamantine, cogent. 


seduction: (n) allurement, attraction, 


subdue, defeat, master, excel, 
transcend, outstrip, surpass, 
vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: 
(v) yield, fail. 

therewith: (adv) herewith, moreover, 
therewithal, forthwith, with that, 
besides, wherewith. 
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Rebecca stood for a few moments in indescribable anxiety, and then 
exclaimed, "Is it really thus?--And, in English land, am I to be deprived of the 
poor chance of safety which remains to me, for want of an act of charity which 
would not be refused to the worst criminal?" 


Higg, the son of Snell, at length replied, "I am but a maimed man, but that I 
can at all stir or move was owing to her charitable assistance.--I will do thine 
errand," he added, addressing Rebecca, "as well as a crippled object can, and 
happy were my limbs fleet enough to repair the mischief done by my tongue. 
Alas! when I boasted of thy charity, I little thought I was leading thee into 
danger!" 


"God," said Rebecca, "is the disposer of all. He can turn back the captivity of 
Judah, even by the weakest instrument. To execute his message the snail is as 
sure a messenger as the falcon. Seek out Isaac of York--here is that will pay for 
horse and man--let him have this scroll.--I know not if it be of Heaven the spirit 
which inspires me, but most truly do I judge that I am not to die this death, and 
that a champion will be raised up for me. Farewell!--Life and death are in thy 
haste." 


The peasant took the scroll, which contained only a few lines in Hebrew. 
Many of the crowd would have dissuaded him from touching a document so 
suspicious; but Higg was resolute in the service of his benefactress. She had 
saved his body, he said, and he was confident she did not mean to peril his 
soul. 


"I will get me," he said, "my neighbour Buthan's good capul, and I will be at 
York within as brief space as man and beast may." 


But as it fortuned, he had no occasion to go so far, for within a quarter of a 
mile from the gate of the Preceptory he met with two riders, whom, by their 
dress and their huge yellow caps, he knew to be Jews; and, on approaching more 
nearly, discovered that one of them was his ancient employer, Isaac of York. The 
other was the Rabbi Ben Samuel; and both had approached as near to the 
Preceptory as they dared, on hearing that the Grand Master had summoned a 
chapter for the trial of a sorceress. 


Thesaurus 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, cruel, commercial, cheap. ineffable, unutterable, vague, beyond 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, crippled: (adj) deformed, game, expression, nameless, inexpressible, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; (adj) exhausted, broken, decrepit, crooked, nondescript, terrible, intangible, 
bear. ANTONYM: (n) man. halt, impotent; (n) limping; (v) termless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

caps: (n) brevier, bourgeois, pica drooping, flagging. ANTONYMS: explainable, conceivable, concrete. 
boldface. (adj) healthy, functioning, fit. peasant: (n) farmer, churl, bucolic, 

charitable: (adj) kind, clement, gentle, deprived: (adj) bereft, poor, destitute, | countryman, clown, cottar, cotter, 
benevolent, liberal, bountiful, depressed, needy, broke, bankrupt, hind, provincial, rustic, muzjik. 
philanthropic, generous, humane, denuded, humble, indigent, weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 
kindly, lenient. ANTONYMS: (adj) insolvent. ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, supposes, notions, plainly, irrational, 
uncharitable, mean, nasty, tightfisted, exalted, salubrious. incongruous, project, foolish, fatuity, 


inhumane, selfish, miserly, hard, indescribable: (adj) indefinable, inconsistent. 
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"Brother Ben Samuel," said Isaac, "my soul is disquieted, and I wot not why. 
This charge of necromancy is right often used for cloaking evil practices on our 
people." 

"Be of good comfort, brother," said the physician; "thou canst deal with the 
Nazarenes as one possessing the mammon of unrighteousness, and canst 
therefore purchase immunity at their hands--it rules the savage minds of those 
ungodly men, even as the signet of the mighty Solomon was said to command 
the evil genii.--But what poor wretch comes hither upon his crutches, desiring, as 
I think, some speech of me?--Friend," continued the physician, addressing Higg, 
the son of Snell, "I refuse thee not the aid of mine art, but I relieve not with one 
asper those who beg for alms upon the highway. Out upon thee!--Hast thou the 
palsy in thy legs? then let thy hands work for thy livelihood; for, albeit thou best 
unfit for a speedy post, or for a careful shepherd, or for the warfare, or for the 
service of a hasty master, yet there be occupations--How now, brother?" said he, 
interrupting his harangue to look towards Isaac, who had but glanced at the 
scroll which Higg offered, when, uttering a deep groan, he fell from his mule like 
a dying man, and lay for a minute insensible. 


The Rabbi now dismounted in great alarm, and hastily applied the remedies 
which his art suggested for the recovery of his companion. He had even taken 
from his pocket a cupping apparatus, and was about to proceed to phlebotomy, 
when the object of his anxious solicitude suddenly revived; but it was to dash his 
cap from his head, and to throw dust on his grey hairs. The physician was at first 
inclined to ascribe this sudden and violent emotion to the effects of insanity; and, 
adhering to his original purpose, began once again to handle his implements. 
But Isaac soon convinced him of his error. 


"Child of my sorrow," he said, "well shouldst thou be called Benoni, instead 
of Rebecca! Why should thy death bring down my grey hairs to the grave, till, in 
the bitterness of my heart, I curse God and die!" 

"Brother," said the Rabbi, in great surprise, "art thou a father in Israel, and 


dost thou utter words like unto these?--I trust that the child of thy house yet 
liveth?" 


Thesaurus 

cupping: (n) bloodletting, flanging, necromancy: (n) sorcery, conjuration, speedy: (adj, v) rapid, prompt, fleet, 
bleeding, leeches, setting up, black magic, incantation, swift; (adj) fast, agile, ready, 
transverse curl, phlebotomy, enchantment, black art, divination, immediate, cursory, hurried, brisk. 
venesection, scarification, resin witchcraft, charm, soothsaying, ANTONYMS: (adj) leisurely, 
tapping. thaumaturgy. plodding. 

livelihood: (n) subsistence, existence, phlebotomy: (n) venesection, ungodly: (adj) sinful, irreligious, 
job, maintenance, support, living, bleeding, paracentesis, cupping, iniquitous, wicked, profane, godless, 
sustenance, bread, keep, bread and leeches. blasphemous; (adj, adv) unholy; (adv) 
butter, career. possessing: (adj) fruitive. wickedly, impiously, sinfully. 

mammon: (n) filthy lucre, wealthiness, revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, reasonable, 
wealth, lucre, riches, imaginary animated, revitalized, alive, sensible, moral, devout, reverent. 


creature, imaginary being. invigorated, new. 
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"She liveth," answered Isaac; "but it is as Daniel, who was called 
Beltheshazzar, even when within the den of the lions. She is captive unto those 
men of Belial, and they will wreak their cruelty upon her, sparing neither for her 
youth nor her comely favour. O! she was as a crown of green palms to my grey 
locks; and she must wither in a night, like the gourd of Jonah!--Child of my 
love!--child of my old age!--oh, Rebecca, daughter of Rachel! the darkness of the 
shadow of death hath encompassed thee." 


"Yet read the scroll," said the Rabbi; "peradventure it may be that we may yet 
find out a way of deliverance." 


"Do thou read, brother," answered Isaac, "for mine eyes are as a fountain of 
water." 


The physician read, but in their native language, the following words:-- 


"To Isaac, the son of Adonikam, whom the Gentiles call Isaac of York, peace 
and the blessing of the promise be multiplied unto thee!--My father, Iam as one 
doomed to die for that which my soul knoweth not--even for the crime of 
witchcraft. My father, if a strong man can be found to do battle for my cause 
with sword and spear, according to the custom of the Nazarenes, and that within 
the lists of Templestowe, on the third day from this time, peradventure our 
fathers' God will give him strength to defend the innocent, and her who hath 
none to help her. But if this may not be, let the virgins of our people mourn for 
me as for one cast off, and for the hart that is stricken by the 


hunter, and for the flower which is cut down by the scythe of the mower. 
Wherefore look now what thou doest, and whether there be any rescue. One 
Nazarene warrior might indeed bear arms in my behalf, even Wilfred, son of 
Cedric, whom the Gentiles call Ivanhoe. But he may not yet endure the weight 
of his armour. Nevertheless, send the tidings unto him, my father; for he hath 
favour among the strong men of his people, and as he was our companion in the 
house of bondage, he may find some one to do battle for my sake. And say unto 
him, even unto him, even unto Wilfred, the son of Cedric, that if Rebecca live, or 
if Rebecca die, she liveth or dieth wholly free of the guilt she is charged withal. 
And if it be the will of God that thou shalt be deprived of thy daughter, do not 


Thesaurus 
behalf: (n) sake, part, interest, behoof, exploding cucumber, fruit, flask, stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
defense, lieu, good, stead, score, calabash tree. laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
service, side. hunter: (n) fowler, huntsman, trapper, impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, Nimrod, seeker, tracker, falconer, victimized. 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, hawker, courser, watch, ticker. wither: (v) shrink, wilt, contract, 
unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, mower: (n) lawn mower, band mower, shrivel, languish, droop, dry, waste, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. garden tool, hand mower, knife wane, atrophy, decay. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, mower, motor mower, scytheman, (v) swell, strengthen, grow, blossom, 
delivered, hopeful, redeemed, lawn tool. flourish. 
revived, saved, successful. scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
gourd: (n) bottle gourd, pumpkin, elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, impose, make, make for, play, cause, 


melon, Lagenaria, gord, vine, noddle, zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap. fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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thou tarry, old man, in this land of bloodshed and cruelty; but betake thyself to 
Cordova, where thy brother liveth in safety, under the shadow of the throne, 
even of the throne of Boabdil the Saracen; for less cruel are the cruelties of the 
Moors unto the race of Jacob, than the cruelties of the Nazarenes of England." 


Isaac listened with tolerable composure while Ben Samuel read the letter, and 
then again resumed the gestures and exclamations of Oriental sorrow, tearing 
his garments, besprinkling his head with dust, and ejaculating, "My daughter! 
my daughter! flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bone!" 


"Yet," said the Rabbi, "take courage, for this grief availeth nothing. Gird up 
thy loins, and seek out this Wilfred, the son of Cedric. It may be he will help 
thee with counsel or with strength; for the youth hath favour in the eyes of 
Richard, called of the Nazarenes Coeur-de-Lion, and the tidings that he hath 
returned are constant in the land. It may be that he may obtain his letter, and his 
signet, commanding these men of blood, who take their name from the Temple 
to the dishonour thereof, that they proceed not in their purposed wickedness." 


"I will seek him out," said Isaac, "for he is a good youth, and hath compassion 
for the exile of Jacob. But he cannot bear his armour, and what other Christian 
shall do battle for the oppressed of Zion?" 


"Nay, but," said the Rabbi, "thou speakest as one that knoweth not the 
Gentiles. With gold shalt thou buy their valour, even as with gold thou buyest 
thine own safety. Be of good courage, and do thou set forward to find out this 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe. I will also up and be doing, for great sin it were to leave thee 
in thy calamity. I will hie me to the city of York, where many warriors and 
strong men are assembled, and doubt not I will find among them some one who 
will do battle for thy daughter; for gold is their god, and for riches will they 
pawn their lives as well as their lands.--Thou wilt fulfil, my brother, such 
promise as I may make unto them in thy name?" 


"Assuredly, brother," said Isaac, "and Heaven be praised that raised me up a 
comforter in my misery. Howbeit, grant them not their full demand at once, for 
thou shalt find it the quality of this accursed people that they will ask pounds, 
and peradventure accept of ounces--Nevertheless, be it as thou willest, for I am 


Thesaurus 
calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, (n) expulsion, deportation, refugee, deliberate, designed, forcible, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, deportee, outcast. ANTONYMS: (v) betrothed, made tense, extended, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, restore, welcome, appoint. undesigned; (v) free, not accidental, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: lives: (n) life, living, estate, existence, voluntary. 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, earnest living. riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
opportunity. loins: (n) waist, body part, haunch, abundance, fortune, opulence, plenty, 
comforter: (n) blanket, muffler, lends, pubic region, area, pubes. prosperity, exuberance, treasure, 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, pawn: (n) bail, hostage, instrument, resources; (v) gold. 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, mortgage, gage, guarantee, bond, tearing: (adj) fierce, violent, vehement, 
coverlet, cover, communicator. collateral, lien, tool; (v) hock. furious, ripping, ferocious; (n) 
exile: (n, v) expatriate; (v) banish, ANTONYM: (v) redeem. lachrymation, lacrimation, riving 


deport, drive out, expel, proscribe; purposed: (adj, v) intended; (adj) ahead, tear, lancination. 
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distracted in this thing, and what would my gold avail me if the child of my love 
should perish!" 


"Farewell," said the physician, "and may it be to thee as thy heart desireth." 


They embraced accordingly, and departed on their several roads. The 
crippled peasant remained for some time looking after them. 


"These dog-Jews!" said he; "to take no more notice of a free guild-brother, 
than if I were a bond slave or a Turk, or a circumcised Hebrew like themselves! 
They might have flung me a mancus or two, however. I was not obliged to bring 
their unhallowed scrawls, and run the risk of being bewitched, as more folks 
than one told me. And what care I for the bit of gold that the wench gave me, if I 
am to come to harm from the priest next Easter at confession, and be obliged to 
give him twice as much to make it up with him, and be called the Jew's flying 
post all my life, as it may hap, into the bargain? I think I was bewitched in 
earnest when I was beside that girl!--But it was always so with Jew or Gentile, 
whosoever came near her--none could stay when she had an errand to go--and 
still, whenever I think of her, I would give shop and tools to save her life." 


Thesaurus 
bargain: (adj, n, v) cheap; (n, v) abstracted, crazy, frenzied, bruise; (adj, v) injure. ANTONYMS: 
covenant, deal; (n) agreement, treaty, distraught, preoccupied, distressed, (n, v) benefit, respect, help; (n) 
arrangement, buy, chaffer; (v) confused; (adj, v) mad, disconcerted. reparation, service; (v) enable, spoil, 
exchange, stipulate, agree. ANTONYMS: (adj) attentive, alert, protect, defend, repair. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inflated. assured, calm, mellow. tools: (n) tackle, apparatus, gear, 
bond: (n) association, alliance, deed, | embraced: (adj) popular. appliance, machinery, utensil, 
agreement, bail, attachment, joint; (v) folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, rigging, knowledge, skill, factory, 
bind; (n, v) cement, band, link. household, house, relatives, relative, expertise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unstick, open, kindred, lineage, kin. wench: (n) miss, damsel, strumpet, 
unfasten, loosen, disconnect, clash; harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, n) trollop, Trull, missy, quean, slut, 
(n) separation, divorce. evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) abuse, nymph, dame; (n, v) drab. 


distracted: (adj) demented, inattentive, wound, blemish, disadvantage; (n) 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 


O maid, unrelenting and cold as thou art, 
My bosom is proud as thine own. 
Seward 


It was in the twilight of the day when her trial, if it could be called such, had 
taken place, that a low knock was heard at the door of Rebecca's prison-chamber. 
It disturbed not the inmate, who was then engaged in the evening prayer 
recommended by her religion, and which concluded with a hymn we have 
ventured thus to translate into English. 


When Israel, of the Lord beloved, Out of the land of bondage came, Her 
father's God before her moved, An awful guide, in smoke and flame By day, 
along the astonish'd lands The cloudy pillar glided slow; By night, Arabia's 
crimson'd sands Return'd the fiery column's glow. 


There rose the choral hymn of praise, And trump and timbrel answer'd keen, 
And Zion's daughters pour'd their lays, With priest's and warrior's voice 
between. No portents now our foes amaze, Forsaken Israel wanders lone; Our 
fathers would not know THY ways, And THOU hast left them to their own. 


But, present still, though now unseen; When brightly shines the prosperous 
day, Be thoughts of THEE a cloudy screen To temper the deceitful ray. And oh, 


Thesaurus 
amaze: (adj, v) astonish, surprise; (v) sly, artful, untrustworthy, unreliable, castanet. 
dumbfound, baffle, astound, stagger, treacherous. ANTONYMS: (adj) trump: (n) trump card, brick; (adj) 
puzzle, dazzle, discombobulate, straightforward, genuine, truepenny, quell, silence, stalemate, 
alarm; (adj) astonished. ANTONYM: trustworthy, truthful, loyal, open, checkmate, nonplus; (v) 
(v) expect. principled, straight, upright, faithful, | outmaneuver, crossruff, scoop. 
cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, dependable. unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, pillar: (n) brace, mainstay, post, invisible, concealed, hidden, 
misty, sunless, vaporous. obelisk, foundation, pier, monument, unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, stanchion, backbone, buttress; (adj, n) unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
sunny, cloudless. tower. world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, timbrel: (n) tympan, bones, visible, open, famous, noticeable. 


insincere, crooked, dishonest, untrue, membranophone, tymbal, drum, 
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when stoops on Judah's path In shade and storm the frequent night, Be THOU, 
long-suffering, slow to wrath, A burning, and a shining light! 


Our harps we left by Babel's streams, The tyrant's jest, the Gentile's scorn; 
No censer round our altar beams, And mute our timbrel, trump, and horn. But 
THOU hast said, the blood of goat, The flesh of rams, I will not prize; A contrite 
heart, and humble thought, Are mine accepted sacrifice. 


When the sounds of Rebecca's devotional hymn had died away in silence, the 
low knock at the door was again renewed. "Enter," she said, "if thou art a friend; 
and if a foe, I have not the means of refusing thy entrance." 


"I am," said Brian de Bois-Guilbert, entering the apartment, "friend or foe, 
Rebecca, as the event of this interview shall make me." 


Alarmed at the sight of this man, whose licentious passion she considered as 
the root of her misfortunes, Rebecca drew backward with a cautious and alarmed, 
yet not a timorous demeanour, into the farthest corner of the apartment, as if 
determined to retreat as far as she could, but to stand her ground when retreat 
became no longer possible. She drew herself into an attitude not of defiance, but 
of resolution, as one that would avoid provoking assault, yet was resolute to 
repel it, being offered, to the utmost of her power. 


"You have no reason to fear me, Rebecca," said the Templar; "or if I must so 
qualify my speech, you have at least NOW no reason to fear me." 


"I fear you not, Sir Knight," replied Rebecca, although her short-drawn breath 
seemed to belie the heroism of her accents; "my trust is strong, and I fear thee 
not." 


"You have no cause," answered Bois-Guilbert, gravely; "my former frantic 
attempts you have not now to dread. Within your call are guards, over whom I 
have no authority. They are designed to conduct you to death, Rebecca, yet 
would not suffer you to be insulted by any one, even by me, were my frenzy--for 
frenzy it is--to urge me so far." 


"May Heaven be praised!" said the Jewess; "death is the least of my 
apprehensions in this den of evil." 


Thesaurus 
belie: (v) falsify, contradict, negate, unrepentant, indifferent, hurtful, denying, recusative, noncompliant. 
misrepresent, betray, calumniate, mean, proud, unremorseful. repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
defame, dissemble, color, distort, heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
garble. ANTONYMS: (v) indicate, daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
verify, prove, affirm, attest, reveal. valour, valiance, courageousness; ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm, 
censer: (n) incensory, incense burner, (adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) welcome, incline, yield, please, 
Agnus Dei, beads, vessel, patera, cowardliness, fearfulness. delight. 
rood, rosary, reliquary, relics, pyx. long-suffering: (n) long-sufferance, timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, adv, 
contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, patience, endurance; (adj) forbearing, v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, nervous, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, tolerant, enduring, persevering, diffident, bashful, apprehensive, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, dreary; passive, meek, resigned, stoic. anxious, craven, coy. ANTONYMS: 


(adj, v) repentant. ANTONYMS: (adj) refusing: (adj) negative, dismissive, (adj) brave, fearless. 
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"Ay," replied the Templar, "the idea of death is easily received by the 
courageous mind, when the road to it is sudden and open. A thrust with a lance, 
a stroke with a sword, were to me little --To you, a spring from a dizzy 
battlement, a stroke with a sharp poniard, has no terrors, compared with what 
either thinks disgrace. Mark me--I say this--perhaps mine own sentiments of 
honour are not less fantastic, Rebecca, than thine are; but we know alike how to 
die for them." 


"Unhappy man," said the Jewess; "and art thou condemned to expose thy life 
for principles, of which thy sober judgment does not acknowledge the solidity? 
Surely this is a parting with your treasure for that which is not bread--but deem 
not so of me. Thy resolution may fluctuate on the wild and changeful billows of 
human opinion, but mine is anchored on the Rock of Ages." 


"Silence, maiden," answered the Templar; "such discourse now avails but 
little. Thou art condemned to die not a sudden and easy death, such as misery 
chooses, and despair welcomes, but a slow, wretched, protracted course of 
torture, suited to what the diabolical bigotry of these men calls thy crime." 


"And to whom--if such my fate--to whom do I owe this?" said Rebecca "surely 
only to him, who, for a most selfish and brutal cause, dragged me hither, and 
who now, for some unknown purpose of his own, strives to exaggerate the 
wretched fate to which he exposed me." 


"Think not," said the Templar, "that I have so exposed thee; I would have 
bucklered thee against such danger with my own bosom, as freely as ever I 
exposed it to the shafts which had otherwise reached thy life." 


"Had thy purpose been the honourable protection of the innocent," said 
Rebecca, "I had thanked thee for thy care--as it is, thou hast claimed merit for it 
so often, that I tell thee life is worth nothing to me, preserved at the price which 
thou wouldst exact for it." 


"Truce with thine upbraidings, Rebecca," said the Templar; "I have my own 
cause of grief, and brook not that thy reproaches should add to it." 


Thesaurus 
anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, alternate, wobble, swing. rigidity, substance, consistence, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) ANTONYMS: (v) unchanging, hardness; (adj, n) stiffness, 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, decide, stabilize, standardize, soundness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tethered. conform. softness, hollowness, porosity, 
claimed: (adj) personal. protracted: (adj, v) extended, lingering, looseness, instability, slenderness, 
exaggerate: (v) boast, aggravate, continued; (adj) prolonged, lengthy, lightness, clearness, limpness. 
amplify, dramatize, overdo, extensive, prolix, chronic, truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, breather, 
overdraw, brag, overstate, magnify, lengthened, slow, spun out. reprieve, ceasefire agreement, 
aggrandize, enhance. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) brief, abrupt, agreement, pact, accord; (v) rest, 
(v) minimize, alleviate, weaken. short, concise, easy. pause, lull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fluctuate: (v) falter, change, vacillate, solidity: (n) consistency, firmness, disagreement, fight, war. 


vary, vibrate, wave, hesitate, rock, density, compactness, reliability, 
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"What is thy purpose, then, Sir Knight?" said the Jewess; "speak it briefly.--If 
thou hast aught to do, save to witness the misery thou hast caused, let me know 
it; and then, if so it please you, leave me to myself--the step between time and 
eternity is short but terrible, and I have few moments to prepare for it." 


"I perceive, Rebecca," said Bois-Guilbert, "that thou dost continue to burden 
me with the charge of distresses, which most fain would I have prevented." 


"Sir Knight," said Rebecca, "I would avoid reproaches--But what is more 
certain than that I owe my death to thine unbridled passion?" 


"You err--you err,"--said the Templar, hastily, "if you impute what I could 
neither foresee nor prevent to my purpose or agency. --Could I guess the 
unexpected arrival of yon dotard, whom some flashes of frantic valour, and the 
praises yielded by fools to the stupid self-torments of an ascetic, have raised for 
the present above his own merits, above common sense, above me, and above 
the hundreds of our Order, who think and feel as men free from such silly and 
fantastic prejudices as are the grounds of his opinions and actions?" 


"Yet," said Rebecca, "you sate a judge upon me, innocent--most innocent--as 
you knew me to be--you concurred in my condemnation, and, if I aright 
understood, are yourself to appear in arms to assert my guilt, and assure my 
punishment." 


"Thy patience, maiden," replied the Templar. "No race knows so well as thine 
own tribes how to submit to the time, and so to trim their bark as to make 
advantage even of an adverse wind." 


"Lamented be the hour," said Rebecca, "that has taught such art to the House 
of Israel! but adversity bends the heart as fire bends the stubborn steel, and those 
who are no longer their own governors, and the denizens of their own free 
independent state, must crouch before strangers. It is our curse, Sir Knight, 
deserved, doubtless, by our own misdeeds and those of our fathers; but you--you 
who boast your freedom as your birthright, how much deeper is your disgrace 
when you stoop to soothe the prejudices of others, and that against your own 
conviction?" 


Thesaurus 
adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, primogeniture, tradition, legacy, maniac. ANTONYMS: (adj) mellow, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, demand, due, entitlement, heirloom. composed. 


affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, crouch: (v) bend, couch, cringe, squat, impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) sneak, bow, huddle, stoop, lie down, assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 


favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, crawl, hunch. lay, accredit, impeach. 

opportunity, privilege. foresee: (v) expect, forecast, anticipate, soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
bends: (n) caisson disease, envisage, previse, foreknow, solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 

aeroembolism, air embolism, bend, prophesy, provide, foresaw, predict, calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 

gas embolism, compressed air see. n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 

sickness. frantic: (adj) desperate, crazy, excited, irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
birthright: (n) patrimony, inheritance, distraught, frenetic, distracted; (adj, worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 


heritage, claim, right of v) frenzied, furious, wild, raging; (n) disturb. 
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"Your words are bitter, Rebecca," said Bois-Guilbert, pacing the apartment 
with impatience, "but I came not hither to bandy reproaches with you.--Know 
that Bois-Guilbert yields not to created man, although circumstances may for a 
time induce him to alter his plan. His will is the mountain stream, which may 
indeed be turned for a little space aside by the rock, but fails not to find its course 
to the ocean. That scroll which warned thee to demand a champion, from whom 
couldst thou think it came, if not from Bois-Guilbert? In whom else couldst thou 
have excited such interest?" 


"A brief respite from instant death," said Rebecca, "which will little avail me-- 
was this all thou couldst do for one, on whose head thou hast heaped sorrow, 
and whom thou hast brought near even to the verge of the tomb?" 


"No maiden," said Bois-Guilbert, "this was NOT all that I purposed. Had it 
not been for the accursed interference of yon fanatical dotard, and the fool of 
Goodalricke, who, being a Templar, affects to think and judge according to the 
ordinary rules of humanity, the office of the Champion Defender had devolved, 
not on a Preceptor, but on a Companion of the Order. Then I myself--such was 
my purpose--had, on the sounding of the trumpet, appeared in the lists as thy 
champion, disguised indeed in the fashion of a roving knight, who seeks 
adventures to prove his shield and spear; and then, let Beaumanoir have chosen 
not one, but two or three of the brethren here assembled, I had not doubted to 
cast them out of the saddle with my single lance. Thus, Rebecca, should thine 
innocence have been avouched, and to thine own gratitude would I have trusted 
for the reward of my victory." 


"This, Sir Knight," said Rebecca, "is but idle boasting--a brag of what you 
would have done had you not found it convenient to do otherwise. You received 
my glove, and my champion, if a creature so desolate can find one, must 
encounter your lance in the lists --yet you would assume the air of my friend and 
protector!" 


"Thy friend and protector," said the Templar, gravely, "I will yet be--but mark 
at what risk, or rather at what certainty, of dishonour; and then blame me not if I 


Thesaurus 
bandy: (v) exchange, agitate, band, (adj) moderate, unenthusiastic, encumber, adjure, bear down, blame; 
shuttlecock, argue, debate, shuffle, uninterested, disinterested, (n) pillion, seat, saddleback, bicycle 
brandish, change bands, flap; (1) reasonable, uncommitted, apathetic, seat. ANTONYM: (v) relieve. 
bander. tolerant. sounding: (n) investigation, depth, 
brag: (n, v) bluster, vaunt, crow; (v) heaped: (adj) dense, cumulative, exploration, test; (adj) resounding, 
pride, gasconade, blow, show off, concentrated, collective, coacervate, resonant, looking, audible, sonant, 
rodomontade; (n) boasting, bragging; thick. voiceful, hollow. 
(adj) great. induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
fanatical: (adj, v) bigoted, besotted; impel, bring, create, draw, engender, sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
(adj, n) rabid; (adj) extreme, fanatic, beget, get, infer. ANTONYMS: (v) familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
zealous, immoderate, mad, avid; (v) prevent, restrain. trusty, reliable. 


impassioned, confined. ANTONYMS: saddle: (v) charge, load, burden, 
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make my stipulations, before I offer up all that I have hitherto held dear, to save 
the life of a Jewish maiden." 


"Speak," said Rebecca; "I understand thee not." 


"Well, then," said Bois-Guilbert, "I will speak as freely as ever did doting 
penitent to his ghostly father, when placed in the tricky confessional.--Rebecca, if 
I appear not in these lists I lose fame and rank--lose that which is the breath of 
my nostrils, the esteem, I mean, in which I am held by my brethren, and the 
hopes I have of succeeding to that mighty authority, which is now wielded by 
the bigoted dotard Lucas de Beaumanoir, but of which I should make a different 
use. Such is my certain doom, except I appear in arms against thy cause. 
Accursed be he of Goodalricke, who baited this trap for me! and doubly accursed 
Albert de Malvoisin, who withheld me from the resolution I had formed, of 
hurling back the glove at the face of the superstitious and superannuated fool, 
who listened to a charge so absurd, and against a creature so high in mind, and 
so lovely in form as thou art!" 


"And what now avails rant or flattery?" answered Rebecca. "Thou hast made 
thy choice between causing to be shed the blood of an innocent woman, or of 
endangering thine own earthly state and earthly hopes--What avails it to reckon 
together?--thy choice is made." 


"No, Rebecca," said the knight, in a softer tone, and drawing nearer towards 
her; "my choice is NOT made--nay, mark, it is thine to make the election. If I 
appear in the lists, I must maintain my name in arms; and if I do so, championed 
or unchampioned, thou diest by the stake and faggot, or there lives not the 
knight who hath coped with me in arms on equal issue, or on terms of vantage, 
save Richard Coeur-de-Lion, and his minion of Ivanhoe. Ivanhoe, as thou well 
knowest, is unable to bear his corslet, and Richard is in a foreign prison. If I 
appear, then thou diest, even although thy charms should instigate some hot- 
headed youth to enter the lists in thy defence." 


"And what avails repeating this so often?" said Rebecca. 


Thesaurus 
doting: (adj) fond, loving, affectionate, instigate: (n, v) incite, animate, posterior, ensuing, consequent, 
devoted, delirious, caring, amorous, provoke; (v) goad, agitate, actuate, successive, consequential; (adj, adv) 
wandering, silly, lovesome; (v) dote. abet, egg on, encourage, impel, later; (v) succeed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inattentive, inspire. ANTONYMS: (v) terminate, outgoing, preceding. 
indifferent, neglectful, uncaring, quell, finish, end, calm, soothe. superannuated: (adj) obsolete, 
disapproving, cold. rant: (n, v) harangue, rave, spout, rage, decrepit, antiquated, outdated, 
faggot: (n) fagot, queer, queen, fairy, fume; (adj, v) jabber; (v) declaim, retired, effete, outmoded, archaic, 
pansy, poof, bobbing, log, fascine, mouth, bluster; (n) bombast; (adj, n) passe, overage, overaged. 
fascicle, wisp. fustian. withheld: (adj) hidden, uncommitted. 
hot-headed: (adj) rash, passionate, stipulations: (n) provisions, terms. ANTONYM: (adj) ongoing. 
irritable, madcap, brash, violent, succeeding: (adj) following, 


excitable, temperamental, unadvised. subsequent, after, consecutive, 
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"Much," replied the Templar; "for thou must learn to look at thy fate on every 
side." 


"Well, then, turn the tapestry," said the Jewess, "and let me see the other side." 


"If I appear," said Bois-Guilbert, "in the fatal lists, thou diest by a slow and 
cruel death, in pain such as they say is destined to the guilty hereafter. But if I 
appear not, then am I a degraded and dishonoured knight, accused of witchcraft 
and of communion with infidels--the illustrious name which has grown yet 
more so under my wearing, becomes a hissing and a reproach. I lose fame, I lose 
honour, I lose the prospect of such greatness as scarce emperors attain to--I 
sacrifice mighty ambition, I destroy schemes built as high as the mountains with 
which heathens say their heaven was once nearly scaled--and yet, Rebecca," he 
added, throwing himself at her feet, "this greatness will I sacrifice, this fame will 
I renounce, this power will I forego, even now when it is half within my grasp, if 
thou wilt say, Bois-Guilbert, I receive thee for my lover." 


"Think not of such foolishness, Sir Knight," answered Rebecca, "but hasten to 
the Regent, the Queen Mother, and to Prince John --they cannot, in honour to the 
English crown, allow of the proceedings of your Grand Master. So shall you give 
me protection without sacrifice on your part, or the pretext of requiring any 
requital from me." 


"With these I deal not," he continued, holding the train of her robe--"it is thee 
only I address; and what can counterbalance thy choice? Bethink thee, were Ia 
fiend, yet death is a worse, and it is death who is my rival." 


"I weigh not these evils," said Rebecca, afraid to provoke the wild knight, yet 
equally determined neither to endure his passion, nor even feign to endure it. 
"Be a man, be a Christian! If indeed thy faith recommends that mercy which 
rather your tongues than your actions pretend, save me from this dreadful death, 
without seeking a requital which would change thy magnanimity into base 
barter." 


"No, damsel!" said the proud Templar, springing up, "thou shalt not thus 
impose on me--if I renounce present fame and future ambition, I renounce it for 


Thesaurus 


attain: (v) make, reach, achieve, fatuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) famous, bright, eminent, famed, 


acquire, gain, strike, catch, arrive at, 
find, obtain, come to. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, fail, abandon, surrender, 
differ. 

feign: (v) dissemble, simulate, affect, 
pretend, assume, dissimulate, 
counterfeit, act, sham, fabricate; (adj, 
v) deceive. 

foolishness: (n) folly, fatuity, 
craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 


silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) prudence, 
sense, sensibleness, understanding, 
forethought, responsibility. 
greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity. 
illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, 
celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) 


distinguished, brilliant, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, 
obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, 
lowly. 

magnanimity: (adj, n) generosity, 
liberality; (n) largesse, greatness, 
charity, munificence, tolerance, 
nobleness, nobility, kindness, largess. 
ANTONYM: (n) pettiness. 

mountains: (n) plenty, mountain 
range, mountain chain. 
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thy sake, and we will escape in company. Listen to me, Rebecca," he said, again 
softening his tone; "England,--Europe,--is not the world. There are spheres in 
which we may act, ample enough even for my ambition. We will go to Palestine, 
where Conrade, Marquis of Montserrat, is my friend--a friend free as myself 
from the doting scruples which fetter our free-born reason--rather with Saladin 
will we league ourselves, than endure the scorn of the bigots whom we contemn. 
--I will form new paths to greatness," he continued, again traversing the room 
with hasty strides--"Europe shall hear the loud step of him she has driven from 
her sons!--Not the millions whom her crusaders send to slaughter, can do so 
much to defend Palestine--not the sabres of the thousands and ten thousands of 
Saracens can hew their way so deep into that land for which nations are striving, 
as the strength and policy of me and those brethren, who, in despite of yonder 
old bigot, will adhere to me in good and evil. Thou shalt be a queen, Rebecca--on 
Mount Carmel shall we pitch the throne which my valour will gain for you, and I 
will exchange my long-desired batoon for a sceptre!" 


"A dream," said Rebecca; "an empty vision of the night, which, were it a 
waking reality, affects me not. Enough, that the power which thou mightest 
acquire, I will never share; nor hold I so light of country or religious faith, as to 
esteem him who is willing to barter these ties, and cast away the bonds of the 
Order of which he is a sworn member, in order to gratify an unruly passion for 
the daughter of another people.--Put not a price on my deliverance, Sir Knight-- 
sell not a deed of generosity--protect the oppressed for the sake of charity, and 
not for a selfish advantage--Go to the throne of England; Richard will listen to 
my appeal from these cruel men." 


"Never, Rebecca!" said the Templar, fiercely. "If I renounce my Order, for 
thee alone will I renounce it--Ambition shall remain mine, if thou refuse my love; 
I will not be fooled on all hands. --Stoop my crest to Richard?--ask a boon of that 
heart of pride?--Never, Rebecca, will I place the Order of the Temple at his feet in 
my person. I may forsake the Order, I never will degrade or betray it." 


"Now God be gracious to me," said Rebecca, "for the succour of man is well- 
nigh hopeless!" 


Thesaurus 
degrade: (v) cheapen, demean, gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, traversing: (n) traverse, 
corrupt, decrease, dishonor, courteous, compassionate, kind, perambulation, crossing; (adj) 
disparage; (n, v) disgrace, reduce; accommodating, civil; (adj, n) moving. 
(adj, n, v) abase; (adj, v) debauch, benevolent, congenial, gentle. unruly: (adj) boisterous, 
lessen. ANTONYMS: (v) honor, ANTONYMS: (adj) ungracious, insubordinate, disobedient, 
admire, aggrade, elevate, uplift, boorish, discourteous, reserved, rude, intractable, headstrong, 
worship, respect, promote, praise, abrupt, critical, unkind, hardhearted, uncontrollable, wayward, 
dignify, purify. harsh, poor. rambunctious, ungovernable, 
fetter: (n, v) shackle, bond, gyve, striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, lawless, rebellious. ANTONYMS: 
hamper, hobble, tether; (v) bind, strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, (adj) manageable, obedient, yielding, 
chain, confine, handcuff, band. ambition, struggle, exertion. biddable, compliant, loyal, gentle, 


ANTONYMS: (v) free, facilitate. ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated. peaceful, placid, restrained. 
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"It is indeed," said the Templar; "for, proud as thou art, thou hast in me found 
thy match. If I enter the lists with my spear in rest, think not any human 
consideration shall prevent my putting forth my strength; and think then upon 
thine own fate --to die the dreadful death of the worst of criminals--to be 
consumed upon a blazing pile--dispersed to the elements of which our strange 
forms are so mystically composed--not a relic left of that graceful frame, from 
which we could say this lived and moved!--Rebecca, it is not in woman to sustain 
this prospect --thou wilt yield to my suit." 


"Bois-Guilbert," answered the Jewess, "thou knowest not the heart of woman, 
or hast only conversed with those who are lost to her best feelings. I tell thee, 
proud Templar, that not in thy fiercest battles hast thou displayed more of thy 
vaunted courage, than has been shown by woman when called upon to suffer by 
affection or duty. I am myself a woman, tenderly nurtured, naturally fearful of 
danger, and impatient of pain--yet, when we enter those fatal lists, thou to fight 
and I to suffer, I feel the strong assurance within me, that my courage shall 
mount higher than thine. Farewell--I waste no more words on thee; the time that 
remains on earth to the daughter of Jacob must be otherwise spent--she must 
seek the Comforter, who may hide his face from his people, but who ever opens 
his ear to the cry of those who seek him in sincerity and in truth." 


"We part then thus?" said the Templar, after a short pause; "would to Heaven 
that we had never met, or that thou hadst been noble in birth and Christian in 
faith!--Nay, by Heaven! when I gaze on thee, and think when and how we are 
next to meet, I could even wish myself one of thine own degraded nation; my 
hand conversant with ingots and shekels, instead of spear and shield; my head 
bent down before each petty noble, and my look only terrible to the shivering 
and bankrupt debtor--this could I wish, Rebecca, to be near to thee in life, and to 
escape the fearful share I must have in thy death." 


"Thou hast spoken the Jew," said Rebecca, "as the persecution of such as thou 
art has made him. Heaven in ire has driven him from his country, but industry 
has opened to him the only road to power and to influence, which oppression 
has left unbarred. Read the ancient history of the people of God, and tell me if 


Thesaurus 
conversant: (adj) proficient, knowing, remains, antique, relict, vestige, hypocrisy, flippancy, frivolity, 
informed, familiar, versed, learned, remnant. affectedness, caution, reticence, 
cognizant, conscious, erudite, shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking, deceit, doubt. 
experienced, skilled. ANTONYMS: trembling, shaky, quaking, tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
(adj) unfamiliar, oblivious, tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
inexperienced. chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
mystically: (adv) mysteriously, darkly, composed. caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
arcanely, supernaturally, secretly, sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
esoterically, reconditely, cryptically, integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) severely, disapprovingly, harshly. 
weirdly, ghostly, spiritually. earnestness, heartiness, genuineness, unbarred: (adj) unlocked, unlatched, 
relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, candour, frankness, cordiality. unbolted, open. 


keepsake; (n) token, trace, remainder, ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
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those, by whom Jehovah wrought such marvels among the nations, were then a 
people of misers and of usurers!--And know, proud knight, we number names 
amongst us to which your boasted northern nobility is as the gourd compared 
with the cedar--names that ascend far back to those high times when the Divine 
Presence shook the mercy-seat between the cherubim, and which derive their 
splendour from no earthly prince, but from the awful Voice, which bade their 
fathers be nearest of the congregation to the Vision--Such were the princes of the 
House of Jacob." 


Rebecca's colour rose as she boasted the ancient glories of her race, but faded 
as she added, with at sigh, "Such WERE the princes of Judah, now such no 
more!--They are trampled down like the shorn grass, and mixed with the mire of 
the ways. Yet are there those among them who shame not such high descent, 
and of such shall be the daughter of Isaac the son of Adonikam! Farewell!--I envy 
not thy blood-won honours--I envy not thy barbarous descent from northern 
heathens--I envy thee not thy faith, which is ever in thy mouth, but never in thy 
heart nor in thy practice." 


"There is a spell on me, by Heaven!" said Bois-Guilbert. "I almost think yon 
besotted skeleton spoke truth, and that the reluctance with which I part from 
thee hath something in it more than is natural.--Fair creature!" he said, 
approaching near her, but with great respect,--"so young, so beautiful, so fearless 
of death! and yet doomed to die, and with infamy and agony. Who would not 
weep for thee?--The tear, that has been a stranger to these eyelids for twenty 
years, moistens them as I gaze on thee. But it must be--nothing may now save 
thy life. Thou and I are but the blind instruments of some irresistible fatality, 
that hurries us along, like goodly vessels driving before the storm, which are 
dashed against each other, and so perish. Forgive me, then, and let us part, at 
least, as friends part. I have assailed thy resolution in vain, and mine own is 
fixed as the adamantine decrees of fate." 


"Thus," said Rebecca, "do men throw on fate the issue of their own wild 
passions. But I do forgive thee, Bois-Guilbert, though the author of my early 
death. There are noble things which cross over thy powerful mind; but it is the 


Thesaurus 

adamantine: (adj) hard, inexorable, fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, overpowering, overwhelming, 
intransigent, strong, robust, puissant, mishap, demise, misadventure, impregnable, indomitable, charming, 
valid, powerful, potent, rigid, lethality, adversity, loss, decease, fascinating; (adj, v) uncontrollable. 
inflexible. dead. ANTONYMS: (adj) resistible, 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, insignificant, unappealing, weak. 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, dauntless, courageous, undaunted, sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; (v) 
discouraged, dotted. intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, breathe, languish, pine; (n) breath, 

envy: (v) begrudge, want; (n) confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: (adj) wail, whimper, whine, suspiration. 
enviousness, desire, heartburning, afraid, frightened, scared, skeleton: (n) carcass, frame, 
resentment, envies, heartburn, apprehensive, terrified, timid. framework, bones, anatomy, scaffold, 
jealousy, hatred; (adj) jealous. irresistible: (adj) resistless, invincible, body, cadaver, chassis, corpse; (n, v) 


ANTONYM: (n) generosity. irrefragable, irrefutable, outline. 
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garden of the sluggard, and the weeds have rushed up, and conspired to choke 
the fair and wholesome blossom." 


"Yes," said the Templar, "I am, Rebecca, as thou hast spoken me, untaught, 
untamed--and proud, that, amidst a shoal of empty fools and crafty bigots, I 
have retained the preeminent fortitude that places me above them. I have been a 
child of battle from my youth upward, high in my views, steady and inflexible in 
pursuing them. Such must I remain--proud, inflexible, and unchanging; and of 
this the world shall have proof.--But thou forgivest me, Rebecca?" 


"As freely as ever victim forgave her executioner." 
"Farewell, then," said the Templar, and left the apartment. 


The Preceptor Albert waited impatiently in an adjacent chamber the return of 
Bois-Guilbert. 


"Thou hast tarried long," he said; "I have been as if stretched on red-hot iron 
with very impatience. What if the Grand Master, or his spy Conrade, had come 
hither? I had paid dear for my complaisance.--But what ails thee, brother?--Thy 
step totters, thy brow is as black as night. Art thou well, Bois-Guilbert?" 


"Ay," answered the Templar, "as well as the wretch who is doomed to die 
within an hour.--Nay, by the rood, not half so well--for there be those in such 
state, who can lay down life like a cast-off garment. By Heaven, Malvoisin, 
yonder girl hath well-nigh unmanned me. I am half resolved to go to the Grand 
Master, abjure the Order to his very teeth, and refuse to act the brutality which 
his tyranny has imposed on me." 


"Thou art mad," answered Malvoisin; "thou mayst thus indeed utterly ruin 
thyself, but canst not even find a chance thereby to save the life of this Jewess, 
which seems so precious in thine eyes. Beaumanoir will name another of the 
Order to defend his judgment in thy place, and the accused will as assuredly 
perish as if thou hadst taken the duty imposed on thee." 


"Tis false--I will myself take arms in her behalf," answered the Templar, 
haughtily; "and, should I do so, I think, Malvoisin, that thou knowest not one of 
the Order, who will keep his saddle before the point of my lance." 


Thesaurus 
abjure: (v) renounce, recant, abdicate, artless, straightforward, trustworthy, steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
deny, forswear, disavow, abandon, ingenuous, blatant, straight. fixed, consistent, uniform, 
reject, recall, repudiate, revoke. forgave: (v) to excuse. changeless, immutable. 
choke: (v) asphyxiate, block, stifle, shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
back up, clog up, gag, suffocate, foul, multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
strangle, smother, obstruct. drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) perishable, irregular, temporary, 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, open, release, superficial. unequal, variable, erratic. 
unblock. sluggard: (n) loafer, idler, slugabed, | unmanned: (adj) emasculate; (v) 
crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, astute, slacker, layabout, lazybones; (n, v) unnerved. 
artful, wily, clever, tricky, shifty, drone; (v) loiterer, lingerer, lag; (adj) weeds: (n) viduity, mourning band, 
designing, scheming. ANTONYMS: sluggish. garment, cypress, widowhood, dress; 


(adj) naive, open, honest, guileless, | unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, (adj) willow. 
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"Ay, but thou forgettest," said the wily adviser, "thou wilt have neither leisure 
nor opportunity to execute this mad project. Go to Lucas Beaumanoir, and say 
thou hast renounced thy vow of obedience, and see how long the despotic old 
man will leave thee in personal freedom. The words shall scarce have left thy 
lips, ere thou wilt either be an hundred feet under ground, in the dungeon of the 
Preceptory, to abide trial as a recreant knight; or, if his opinion holds concerning 
thy possession, thou wilt be enjoying straw, darkness, and chains, in some 
distant convent cell, stunned with exorcisms, and drenched with holy water, to 
expel the foul fiend which hath obtained dominion over thee. Thou must to the 
lists, Brian, or thou art a lost and dishonoured man." 


"I will break forth and fly," said Bois-Guilbert--"fly to some distant land, to 
which folly and fanaticism have not yet found their way. No drop of the blood 
of this most excellent creature shall be spilled by my sanction." 


"Thou canst not fly," said the Preceptor; "thy ravings have excited suspicion, 
and thou wilt not be permitted to leave the Preceptory. Go and make the essay-- 
present thyself before the gate, and command the bridge to be lowered, and 
mark what answer thou shalt receive.--Thou are surprised and offended; but is it 
not the better for thee? Wert thou to fly, what would ensue but the reversal of 
thy arms, the dishonour of thine ancestry, the degradation of thy rank?--Think 
on it. Where shall thine old companions in arms hide their heads when Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert, the best lance of the Templars, is proclaimed recreant, amid the 
hisses of the assembled people? What grief will be at the Court of France! With 
what joy will the haughty Richard hear the news, that the knight that set him 
hard in Palestine, and well-nigh darkened his renown, has lost fame and honour 
for a Jewish girl, whom he could not even save by so costly a sacrifice!" 

"Malvoisin," said the Knight, "I thank thee--thou hast touched the string at 
which my heart most readily thrills!--Come of it what may, recreant shall never 
be added to the name of Bois-Guilbert. Would to God, Richard, or any of his 
vaunting minions of England, would appear in these lists! But they will be 
empty--no one will risk to break a lance for the innocent, the forlorn." 


Thesaurus 
ancestry: (n) origin, descent, birth, soaked to the skin, dripping wet. ANTONYM: (n) reinforcement. 
derivation, extraction, family, obedience: (n) meekness, submission, stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
pedigree, lineage, line, heredity, deference, obeisance, acquiescence, astonished, astounded, amazed, 
breed. ANTONYMS: (n) descendants, subordination, bow, observance, flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 
posterity. docility, loyalty, allegiance. staggered, bewildered, confused; (adj, 
assembled: (adj) amassed, collected, ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
collective, concentrated, united, defiance, naughtiness, resistance, indifferent, unimpressed. 
gather, assembling, gathered, divergence, chaos, wildness. vaunting: (n) ostentation, parade, 
massed, built, aggregate. reversal: (n) setback, retrogression, show, pompousness, pageantry, 
drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, regression, cancellation, annulment, bravado, egoism; (adj, n) boasting; 


soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, regress, change, reversion, undoing, (adj) vaporing, vainglorious, talking 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, about turn, retroversion. idly. 
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"The better for thee, if it prove so," said the Preceptor; "if no champion 
appears, it is not by thy means that this unlucky damsel shall die, but by the 
doom of the Grand Master, with whom rests all the blame, and who will count 
that blame for praise and commendation." 


"True," said Bois-Guilbert; "if no champion appears, I am but a part of the 
pageant, sitting indeed on horseback in the lists, but having no part in what is to 
follow." 


"None whatever," said Malvoisin; "no more than the armed image of Saint 
George when it makes part of a procession." 


"Well, I will resume my resolution," replied the haughty Templar. "She has 
despised me--repulsed me--reviled me--And wherefore should I offer up for her 
whatever of estimation I have in the opinion of others? Malvoisin, I will appear 
in the lists." 


He left the apartment hastily as he uttered these words, and the Preceptor 
followed, to watch and confirm him in his resolution; for in Bois-Guilbert's fame 
he had himself a strong interest, expecting much advantage from his being one 
day at the head of the Order, not to mention the preferment of which Mont- 
Fitchet had given him hopes, on condition he would forward the condemnation 
of the unfortunate Rebecca. Yet although, in combating his friend's better 
feelings, he possessed all the advantage which a wily, composed, selfish 
disposition has over a man agitated by strong and contending passions, it 
required all Malvoisin's art to keep Bois-Guilbert steady to the purpose he had 
prevailed on him to adopt. He was obliged to watch him closely to prevent his 
resuming his purpose of flight, to intercept his communication with the Grand 
Master, lest he should come to an open rupture with his Superior, and to renew, 
from time to time, the various arguments by which he endeavoured to show, that, 
in appearing as champion on this occasion, Bois-Guilbert, without either 
accelerating or ensuring the fate of Rebecca, would follow the only course by 
which be could save himself from degradation and disgrace. 


Thesaurus 

accelerating: (adj) faster, progressive. defense, support. rupture: (n, v) fracture, crack, tear, 

appearing: (adj) seeming, beseen, disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) split, burst; (n) rift, rent, hernia, 
emergent, accomplished; (n) coming discredit, shame, stain, blemish, blot, interruption, breach, breakage. 
into court; (prep) liking; (adj, adv) slur, reproach; (v) degrade, debase; ANTONYMS: (n) repair, unity; (n, v) 
prima facie. (n) degradation. ANTONYMS: (n, v) mend. 

condemnation: (n) animadversion, respect, esteem, credit; (v) glorify, unlucky: (adj) luckless, hapless, 
anathema, conviction, blame, rebuke, dignify, praise; (n) merit, grace, unhappy, sinister, inauspicious, 
judgment, disapprobation, pride, rise, worthiness. unsuccessful, ominous, adverse, 
deprecation, disapproval; (n, v) disposition: (n) attitude, character, disastrous, unfavorable; (adj, v) 
doom; (v) condemn. ANTONYMS: disposal, tendency, predisposition, untoward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
(n) praise, absolution, approbation, inclination, propensity, bias, fortunate, happy, auspicious, 


confirmation, commendation, arrangement, direction, aptitude. successful. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Shadows avaunt! — 
Richard's himself again. 
Richard III 


When the Black Knight--for it becomes necessary to resume the train of his 
adventures--left the Trysting-tree of the generous Outlaw, he held his way 
straight to a neighbouring religious house, of small extent and revenue, called 
the Priory of Saint Botolph, to which the wounded Ivanhoe had been removed 
when the castle was taken, under the guidance of the faithful Gurth, and the 
magnanimous Wamba. It is unnecessary at present to mention what took place 
in the interim betwixt Wilfred and his deliverer; suffice it to say, that after long 
and grave communication, messengers were dispatched by the Prior in several 
directions, and that on the succeeding morning the Black Knight was about to set 
forth on his journey, accompanied by the jester Wamba, who attended as his 
guide. 

"We will meet," he said to Ivanhoe, "at Coningsburgh, the castle of the 
deceased Athelstane, since there thy father Cedric holds the funeral feast for his 
noble relation. I would see your Saxon kindred together, Sir Wilfred, and 
become better acquainted with them than heretofore. Thou also wilt meet me; 
and it shall be my task to reconcile thee to thy father." 


Thesaurus 
deceased: (adj, n) departed; (n) dead celebration, jamboree, carousal; (v) provisional, impermanent, transient; 
person, cadaver, decedent; (adj) feed, eat. ANTONYMS: (v) abstain, (n) interval, interlude, pause, while, 
defunct, asleep, passed away, passed starve; (n) snack. lag; (adv) meantime. ANTONYM: 
on, extinct, lifeless, late. funeral: (n) entombment, interment, (adj) permanent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) living, awake, sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, neighbouring: (adj) adjoining, 
animated. observance, funeral sermon, funeral contiguous, vicinal, abutting; (v) 
deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury. adjoin. 
redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, suffice: (v) satisfy, do, answer, 
individual, human, somebody, before, so far, yet, already, until now, content, fulfill, be sufficient, qualify, 
person, helper. previously, once, hereunto; (adv, n) function, be enough, suit, fulfil. 


feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (1) hitherto. 
entertainment, dinner, binge, spread, interim: (adj) transitory, acting, 
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So saying, he took an affectionate farewell of Ivanhoe, who expressed an 
anxious desire to attend upon his deliverer. But the Black Knight would not 
listen to the proposal. 


"Rest this day; thou wilt have scarce strength enough to travel on the next. I 
will have no guide with me but honest Wamba, who can play priest or fool as I 
shall be most in the humour." 


"And I," said Wamba, "will attend you with all my heart. I would fain see the 
feasting at the funeral of Athelstane; for, if it be not full and frequent, he will rise 
from the dead to rebuke cook, sewer, and cupbearer; and that were a sight worth 
seeing. Always, Sir Knight, I will trust your valour with making my excuse to my 
master Cedric, in case mine own wit should fail." 


"And how should my poor valour succeed, Sir Jester, when thy ight wit 
halts?--resolve me that." 


"Wit, Sir Knight," replied the Jester, "may do much. He is a quick, 
apprehensive knave, who sees his neighbours blind side, and knows how to 
keep the lee-gage when his passions are blowing high. But valour is a sturdy 
fellow, that makes all split. He rows against both wind and tide, and makes way 
notwithstanding; and, therefore, good Sir Knight, while I take advantage of the 
fair weather in our noble master's temper, I will expect you to bestir yourself 
when it grows rough." 


"Sir Knight of the Fetterlock, since it is your pleasure so to be distinguished," 
said Ivanhoe, "I fear me you have chosen a talkative and a troublesome fool to be 
your guide. But he knows every path and alley in the woods as well as e'er a 
hunter who frequents them; and the poor knave, as thou hast partly seen, is as 
faithful as steel." 

"Nay," said the Knight, "an he have the gift of showing my road, I shall not 
grumble with him that he desires to make it pleasant. --Fare thee well, kind 
Wilfred--I charge thee not to attempt to travel till to-morrow at earliest." 


So saying, he extended his hand to Ivanhoe, who pressed it to his lips, took 
leave of the Prior, mounted his horse, and departed, with Wamba for his 


Thesaurus 
affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, cocksure, trusting, serene, grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, unconcerned, fearless, carefree, moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. brave. (v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, bestir: (v) activate, agitate, stir, ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
undemonstrative, aloof, cool, actuate, turn on, arouse, provoke, compliment, rejoice. 
disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, move, excite, wake, awaken. talkative: (adj, v) loquacious; (adj) 
paternal, rough. blowing: (n) processing, insufflation, garrulous, chatty, gabby, verbose, 
apprehensive: (adj) anxious, fearful, bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) gossipy, glib, communicative, 
uneasy, alarmed, worried, timid, windy, breezy. voluble, talky, wordy. ANTONYMS: 
doubtful, shy, insecure, jealous; (adj, cook: (v) boil, prepare, brew, bake, (adj) reserved, mute, silent, shy, quiet, 
n) nervous. ANTONYMS: (adj) make, stew, simmer, grill, falsify, uncommunicative, restrained, 


assured, unworried, calm, unafraid, concoct; (n) chef. reticent. 
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companion. Ivanhoe followed them with his eyes, until they were lost in the 
shades of the surrounding forest, and then returned into the convent. 


But shortly after matin-song, he requested to see the Prior. The old man came 
in haste, and enquired anxiously after the state of his health. 


"It is better," he said, "than my fondest hope could have anticipated; either 
my wound has been slighter than the effusion of blood led me to suppose, or this 
balsam hath wrought a wonderful cure upon it. I feel already as if I could bear 
my corslet; and so much the better, for thoughts pass in my mind which render 
me unwilling to remain here longer in inactivity." 


"Now, the saints forbid," said the Prior, "that the son of the Saxon Cedric 
should leave our convent ere his wounds were healed! It were shame to our 
profession were we to suffer it." 


"Nor would I desire to leave your hospitable roof, venerable father," said 
Ivanhoe, "did I not feel myself able to endure the journey, and compelled to 
undertake it." 


"And what can have urged you to so sudden a departure?" said the Prior. 


"Have you never, holy father," answered the Knight, "felt an apprehension of 
approaching evil, for which you in vain attempted to assign a cause?--Have you 
never found your mind darkened, like the sunny landscape, by the sudden cloud, 
which augurs a coming tempest?--And thinkest thou not that such impulses are 
deserving of attention, as being the hints of our guardian spirits, that danger is 
impending?" 

"I may not deny," said the Prior, crossing himself, "that such things have been, 
and have been of Heaven; but then such communications have had a visibly 
useful scope and tendency. But thou, wounded as thou art, what avails it thou 
shouldst follow the steps of him whom thou couldst not aid, were he to be 
assaulted?" 


"Prior," said Ivanhoe, "thou dost mistake--I am stout enough to exchange 
buffets with any who will challenge me to such a traffic --But were it otherwise, 
may I not aid him were he in danger, by other means than by force of arms? It is 


Thesaurus 


anticipated: (adj) expected, foreseen, 
predictable, due, estimated, 
appointed, awaited, coming, 
forthcoming, natural, planned. 

anxiously: (adv) uneasily, restlessly, 
carefully, worriedly, fearfully, 
nervously, concernedly, solicitously, 
timidly, keenly, enthusiastically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
confidently, merrily, indifferently, 
fearlessly, nonchalantly, patiently, 
unconcernedly. 


cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore. 
ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 
exacerbate. 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 
admirable, creditable, commendable, 
laudable, fit, good, deserved, 
condign; (v) deserve, worthy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
undeserving, unimpressive. 


shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses. 

slighter: (adj) smaller, less. 

sunny: (adj) bright, clear, gay, 
cheerful, merry, blithe, shiny, 
shining, radiant, brilliant, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overcast, dull, 
shady, unhappy, cloudy, sad, 
miserable, gloomy, unpleasant. 
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but too well known that the Saxons love not the Norman race, and who knows 
what may be the issue, if he break in upon them when their hearts are irritated 
by the death of Athelstane, and their heads heated by the carousal in which they 
will indulge themselves? I hold his entrance among them at such a moment 
most perilous, and I am resolved to share or avert the danger; which, that I may 
the better do, I would crave of thee the use of some palfrey whose pace may be 
softer than that of my 'destrier'." 


"Surely," said the worthy churchman; "you shall have mine own ambling 
jennet, and I would it ambled as easy for your sake as that of the Abbot of Saint 
Albans. Yet this will I say for Malkin, for so I call her, that unless you were to 
borrow a ride on the juggler's steed that paces a hornpipe amongst the eggs, you 
could not go a journey on a creature so gentle and smooth-paced. I have 
composed many a homily on her back, to the edification of my brethren of the 
convent, and many poor Christian souls." 


"I pray you, reverend father," said Ivanhoe, "let Malkin be got ready instantly, 
and bid Gurth attend me with mine arms." 


"Nay, but fair sir," said the Prior, "I pray you to remember that Malkin hath as 
little skill in arms as her master, and that I warrant not her enduring the sight or 
weight of your full panoply. O, Malkin, I promise you, is a beast of judgment, 
and will contend against any undue weight--I did but borrow the 'Fructus 
Temporum' from the priest of Saint Bees, and I promise you she would not stir 
from the gate until I had exchanged the huge volume for my little breviary." 


"Trust me, holy father," said Ivanhoe, "I will not distress her with too much 
weight; and if she calls a combat with me, it is odds but she has the worst." 


This reply was made while Gurth was buckling on the Knight's heels a pair 
of large gilded spurs, capable of convincing any restive horse that his best safety 
lay in being conformable to the will of his rider. 


The deep and sharp rowels with which Ivanhoe's heels were now armed, 
began to make the worthy Prior repent of his courtesy, and ejaculate,--"Nay, but 
fair sir, now I bethink me, my Malkin abideth not the spur--Better it were that 


Thesaurus 
buckling: (n) material buckling, ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
geometric buckling, capitulation, transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
collapse; (v) fasten. insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
edification: (n) enlightenment, erratic, unstable. stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast. 
education, illumination, building, homily: (n) sermon, discourse, lecture, panoply: (n) stand of arms, show, 
disenchantment, architecture, speech, preachment, oration, parade, clothing, fanfare; (v) protect, 
disillusionment, civilization, disquisition, pandect, pastoral, clothe, defend, guard. 
schooling, teaching, learning. preaching; (v) preach. restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, 
enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, hornpipe: (n) bolero, stockhorn, jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 
lasting, permanent, continuing, rigadoon, saraband, folk dancing, restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal, pibgorn, folk dance, reel. skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 


stable; (adv) enduringly. indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) patient. 
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you tarry for the mare of our manciple down at the Grange, which may be had 
in little more than an hour, and cannot but be tractable, in respect that she 
draweth much of our winter fire-wood, and eateth no corn." 


"I thank you, reverend father, but will abide by your first offer, as I see 
Malkin is already led forth to the gate. Gurth shall carry mine armour; and for 
the rest, rely on it, that as I will not overload Malkin's back, she shall not 
overcome my patience. And now, farewell!" 


Ivanhoe now descended the stairs more hastily and easily than his wound 
promised, and threw himself upon the jennet, eager to escape the importunity of 
the Prior, who stuck as closely to his side as his age and fatness would permit, 
now singing the praises of Malkin, now recommending cautionto the Knight in 
managing her. 


"She is at the most dangerous period for maidens as well as mares," said the 
old man, laughing at his own jest, "being barely in her fifteenth year." 


Ivanhoe, who had other web to weave than to stand canvassing a palfrey's 
paces with its owner, lent but a deaf ear to the Prior's grave advices and 
facetious jests, and having leapt on his mare, and commanded his squire (for 
such Gurth now called himself) to keep close by his side, he followed the track of 
the Black Knight into the forest, while the Prior stood at the gate of the convent 
looking after him, and ejaculating,--"Saint Mary! how prompt and fiery be these 
men of war! I would I had not trusted Malkin to his keeping, for, crippled as I 
am with the cold rheum, I am undone if aught but good befalls her. And yet," 
said he, recollecting himself, "as I would not spare my own old and disabled 
limbs in the good cause of Old England, so Malkin must e'en run her hazard on 
the same venture; and it may be they will think our poor house worthy of some 
munificent guerdon--or, it may be, they will send the old Prior a pacing nag. 
And if they do none of these, as great men will forget little men's service, truly I 
shall hold me well repaid in having done that which is right. And it is now well- 
nigh the fitting time to summon the brethren to breakfast in the refectory--Ah! I 
doubt they obey that call more cheerily than the bells for primes and matins." 


Thesaurus 
canvassing: (n) canvass, campaigning, (adj) grave, lugubrious, sober, (adj) mean, tightfisted, malevolent. 
whistle-stop tour, electioneering, somber, formal. recommending: (adj) 
candidacy, ambition, candidature. leapt: (adj) sprung. recommendatory, commendatory. 
cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, lent: (n) Quadragesima, Lententide. rheum: (adj) juice, humor, gravy, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, | manciple: (v) commissary, lymph, blood, sanies, serosity, serum, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, sunnily, restaurateur, victualer, steward, sap; (n) genus rheum, saliva. 
blithely. ANTONYMS: (adv) nastily, grocer, quartermaster, batman, tractable: (adj, prep) docile; (adj) 
sulkily, seriously, miserably, sadly. comprador, feeder, purveyor. obedient, ductile, tame, gentle, 
facetious: (adj) humorous, comical, munificent: (adj) liberal, bountiful, yielding, manageable; (adj, v) pliable, 
frivolous, funny, comic, whimsical, lavish, free, bounteous, prodigal, flexible, pliant, plastic. ANTONYMS: 
laughable, jocose, jocular; (adj, n) beneficent, magnanimous, unstinted, (adj) intractable, unmanageable, 


witty; (n) amusing. ANTONYMS: unsparing, princely. ANTONYMS: unruly, rebellious. 
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So the Prior of Saint Botolph's hobbled back again into the refectory, to 
preside over the stockfish and ale, which was just serving out for the friars' 
breakfast. Pursy and important, he sat him down at the table, and many a dark 
word he threw out, of benefits to be expected to the convent, and high deeds of 
service done by himself, which, at another season, would have attracted 
observation. But as the stockfish was highly salted, and the ale reasonably 
powerful, the jaws of the brethren were too anxiously employed to admit of their 
making much use of their ears; nor do we read of any of the fraternity, who was 
tempted to speculate upon the mysterious hints of their Superior, except Father 
Diggory, who was severely afflicted by the toothache, so that he could only eat 
on one side of his jaws. 


In the meantime, the Black Champion and his guide were pacing at their 
leisure through the recesses of the forest; the good Knight whiles humming to 
himself the lay of some enamoured troubadour, sometimes encouraging by 
questions the prating disposition of his attendant, so that their dialogue formed a 
whimsical mixture of song and jest, of which we would fain give our readers 
some idea. You are then to imagine this Knight, such as we have already 
described him, strong of person, tall, broad-shouldered, and large of bone, 
mounted on his mighty black charger, which seemed made on purpose to bear 
his weight, so easily he paced forward under it, having the visor of his helmet 
raised, in order to admit freedom of breath, yet keeping the beaver, or under part, 
closed, so that his features could be but imperfectly distinguished. But his ruddy 
embrowned cheek-bones could be plainly seen, and the large and bright blue 
eyes, that flashed from under the dark shade of the raised visor; and the whole 
gesture and look of the champion expressed careless gaiety and fearless 
confidence--a mind which was unapt to apprehend danger, and prompt to defy 
it when most imminent--yet with whom danger was a familiar thought, as with 
one whose trade was war and adventure. 


The Jester wore his usual fantastic habit, but late accidents had led him to 
adopt a good cutting falchion, instead of his wooden sword, with a targe to 
match it; of both which weapons he had, notwithstanding his profession, shown 


Thesaurus 
apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, fraternity: (adj, n) brotherhood; (n) murmur, growling. 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, association, company, club, salted: (adj) salty, corned, saline; (n) 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) fellowship, society, companionship, salt grass, lustful, lecherous, leap, 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) clan, circle, community, organization. flavor, corrective, saltcellar, bitter. 
misunderstand, discharge, free, gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, speculate: (v) contemplate, deliberate, 
liberate. exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, suppose, imagine, venture, consider, 
attracted: (adj) paying attention, hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, hazard, meditate, muse, reflect, 
concerned, enamored, enthusiastic, jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, ponder. 
interested, involved, amatory. misery, sadness. stockfish: (n) titling. 
falchion: (n) sword, blade, steel, saber, humming: (adj) droning, zippy, toothache: (v) tic douloureux, 


scimitar, cutlass, faulchion, fauchion, reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; torticollis, tormina; (n) aerodontalgia. 
broadsword. (n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, whiles: (n) while. 
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himself a skilful master during the storming of Torquilstone. Indeed, the 
infirmity of Wamba's brain consisted chiefly in a kind of impatient irritability, 
which suffered him not long to remain quiet in any posture, or adhere to any 
certain train of ideas, although he was for a few minutes alert enough in 
performing any immediate task, or in apprehending any immediate topic. On 
horseback, therefore, he was perpetually swinging himself backwards and 
forwards, now on the horse's ears, then anon on the very rump of the animal, 


--now hanging both his legs on one side, and now sitting with his face to the 
tail, moping, mowing, and making a thousand apish gestures, until his palfrey 
took his freaks so much to heart, as fairly to lay him at his length on the green 
grass--an incident which greatly amused the Knight, but compelled his 
companion to ride more steadily thereafter. 


At the point of their journey at which we take them up, this joyous pair were 
engaged in singing a virelai, as it was called, in which the clown bore a mellow 
burden, to the better instructed Knight of the Fetterlock. And thus run the ditty:- 


Anna-Marie, love, up is the sun, Anna-Marie, love, morn is begun, Mists are 
dispersing, love, birds singing free, Up in the morning, love, Anna-Marie. Anna- 
Marie, love, up in the morn, The hunter is winding blithe sounds on his horn, 
The echo rings merry from rock and from tree, 'Tis time to arouse thee, love, 
Anna-Marie. 


Wamba. 


O Tybalt, love, Tybalt, awake me not yet, Around my soft pillow while softer 
dreams flit, For what are the joys that in waking we prove, Compared with these 
visions, O, Tybalt, my love? Let the birds to the rise of the mist carol shrill, Let 
the hunter blow out his loud horn on the hill, Softer sounds, softer pleasures, in 
slumber I prove,-- But think not I dreamt of thee, Tybalt, my love. 

"A dainty song," said Wamba, when they had finished their carol, "and I 
swear by my bauble, a pretty morall!--I used to sing it with Gurth, once my 
playfellow, and now, by the grace of God and his master, no less than a freemen; 


Thesaurus 
amused: (adj) amusing, smiling, ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, vulgar, testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
tickled pink, pleased, diverted. rough, inelegant, harsh, gross, ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
apish: (v) aping, mimicking; (adj) awkward, accepting, heavy, careless, equanimity, cheeriness. 
apelike, foppish, foolish, anthropoid, thick. moping: (adj) moody, gloomy, huffy, 
anthropoidal, mock, mannered, flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, melancholy, moldy, fusty, morose, 
imitative. flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; dull; (v) mopish, mumpish. 
apprehending: (v) apprehend; (n) (adj) stir. perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
perception, thought, recognition. freaks: (n) caprices, facetiousness, everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) delicacy; humor. continually, endlessly, permanently, 
(adj) fastidious, savory, tasteful, irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
squeamish, particular, mincing, choler, touchiness, temper, anger, adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) luxury. irritation, peevishness, pettishness, erratically, sporadically. 
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and we once came by the cudgel for being so entranced by the melody, that we 
lay in bed two hours after sunrise, singing the ditty betwixt sleeping and 
waking--my bones ache at thinking of the tune ever since. Nevertheless, I have 
played the part of Anna-Marie, to please you, fair sir." 


The Jester next struck into another carol, a sort of comic ditty, to which the 
Knight, catching up the tune, replied in the like manner. 


Knight and Wamba. 


There came three merry men from south, west, and north, Ever more sing 
the roundelay; To win the Widow of Wycombe forth, And where was the 
widow might say them nay? 


The first was a knight, and from Tynedale he came, Ever more sing the 
roundelay; And his fathers, God save us, were men of great faine, And where 
was the widow might say him nay? 


Of his father the laird, of his uncle the squire, He boasted in rhyme and in 
roundelay; She bade him go bask by his sea-coal fire, For she was the widow 
would say him nay. 


Wamba. 


The next that came forth, swore by blood and by nails, Merrily sing the 
roundelay; Hur's a gentleman, God wot, and hur's lineage was of Wales, And 
where was the widow might say him nay? 


Sir David ap Morgan ap Griffith ap Hugh Ap Tudor ap Rhice, quoth his 
roundelay She said that one widow for so many was too few, And she bade the 
Welshman wend his way. 


But then next came a yeoman, a yeoman of Kent, Jollily singing his 
roundelay; He spoke to the widow of living and rent, And where was the 
widow could say him nay? 


Both. 
Thesaurus 

ache: (n, v) hunger, pain, hurt, yen; (n) cudgel: (n) bludgeon, truncheon, stick, landowner. 

twinge, thirst; (v) long, yearn, itch, staff, switch, mace, baton; (v) beat, melody: (n) air, tune, music, measure, 

smart, pine. ANTONYMS: (v) help, bat, hit, drub. harmony, aria, song, strain, line, 

assist; (n) comfort, ease, health, relief, entranced: (adj) delighted, captivated, | melodic phrase; (n, v) chant. 

joy. fascinated, enthralled, enchanted, roundelay: (n) idyl, sonnet, pastoral, 
bask: (v) relax, relish, enjoy, revel, ecstatic, beguiled, enslaved, gripped; lyric, epopee, epode, eclogue, 

laze, sunbathe, doze, savour; (adj) (adv) on cloud nine; (v) overjoyed. dithyramb, bucolic, Anacreontic, ode. 

luxuriate, sweat, glow. hours: (n) period, duty period; (adv) sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
comic: (n) clown, joker, buffoon, zany; o'clock. daylight, aurora, first light, 

(adj) comical, amusing, laughable, laird: (n) count, heritor, armiger, dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 

humorous, burlesque, funny, absurd. vavasour, mesne Lord, landed of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 


ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, serious. gentry, squire, landholder, lord, (n) sunset, sundown, nightfall. 
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So the knight and the squire were both left in the mire, There for to sing 
their roundelay; For a yeoman of Kent, with his yearly rent, There never was a 
widow could say him nay. 


"I would, Wamba," said the knight, "that our host of the Trysting-tree, or the 
jolly Friar, his chaplain, heard this thy ditty in praise of our bluff yeoman." 


"So would not I," said Wamba--"but for the horn that hangs at your baldric." 


"Ay," said the Knight,--"this is a pledge of Locksley's goodwill, though I am 
not like to need it. Three mots on this bugle will, I am assured, bring round, at 
our need, a jolly band of yonder honest yeomen." 


"I would say, Heaven forefend," said the Jester, "were it not that that fair gift 
is a pledge they would let us pass peaceably." 


"Why, what meanest thou?" said the Knight; "thinkest thou that but for this 
pledge of fellowship they would assault us?" 


"Nay, for me I say nothing," said Wamba; "for green trees have ears as well as 
stone walls. But canst thou construe me this, Sir Knight--When is thy wine- 
pitcher and thy purse better empty than full?" 


"Why, never, I think," replied the Knight. 


"Thou never deservest to have a full one in thy hand, for so simple an 
answer! Thou hadst best empty thy pitcher ere thou pass it to a Saxon, and leave 
thy money at home ere thou walk in the greenwood." 


"You hold our friends for robbers, then?" said the Knight of the Fetterlock. 


"You hear me not say so, fair sir," said Wamba; "it may relieve a man's steed 
to take of his mail when he hath a long journey to make; and, certes, it may do 
good to the rider's soul to ease him of that which is the root of evil; therefore will 
I give no hard names to those who do such services. Only I would wish my mail 
at home, and my purse in my chamber, when I meet with these good fellows, 
because it might save them some trouble." 


"WE are bound to pray for them, my friend, notwithstanding the fair 
character thou dost afford them." 


Thesaurus 
assault: (n, v) storm, violence, raid, neighborliness, sympathy. depress. 
charge, onset, rape, thrust; (v) assail, ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, malice, sing: (v) hymn, hum, chirp, drone, 
(n) aggression, rush, offensive. opposition, malevolence. intone, vocalize, pipe, carol, snitch; 
ANTONYMS: (v) defend, protect, pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, (n, v) twitter, squeak. 
resist; (n) defense. invite, plead, beseech, appeal, widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
certes: (adv) certainly, verily, truly, importune, adjure, invoke. adult female, widow woman, war 
precisely; (adj) doubtless, to a ANTONYM: (v) reject. widow, nobbled line; (adj) widowed, 
certainty, to be sure, flagrante delicto, relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, additional; (v) leave behind. 
sure enough, of course, no doubt. alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) free, yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 
goodwill: (n) friendship, friendliness, help, console, excuse. ANTONYMS: every year, per annum, per year, by 
amity, grace, kindness, benevolence, (v) burden, aggravate, exacerbate, year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 


altruism, readiness, favour, harbor, enforce, include, upset, periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year. 
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"Pray for them with all my heart," said Wamba; "but in the town, not in the 
greenwood, like the Abbot of Saint Bees, whom they caused to say mass with an 
old hollow oak-tree for his stall." 


"Say as thou list, Wamba," replied the Knight, "these yeomen did thy master 
Cedric yeomanly service at Torquilstone." 


"Ay, truly," answered Wamba; "but that was in the fashion of their trade with 
Heaven." 


"Their trade, Wamba! how mean you by that?" replied his companion. 


"Marry, thus," said the Jester. "They make up a balanced account with 
Heaven, as our old cellarer used to call his ciphering, as fair as Isaac the Jew 
keeps with his debtors, and, like him, give out a very little, and take large credit 
for doing so; reckoning, doubtless, on their own behalf the seven-fold usury 
which the blessed text hath promised to charitable loans." 


"Give me an example of your meaning, Wamba,--I know nothing of ciphers 
or rates of usage," answered the Knight. 


"Why," said Wamba, "an your valour be so dull, you will please to learn that 
those honest fellows balance a good deed with one not quite so laudable; as a 
crown given to a begging friar with an hundred byzants taken from a fat abbot, 
or a wench kissed in the greenwood with the relief of a poor widow." 


"Which of these was the good deed, which was the felony?" interrupted the 
Knight. 

"A good gibe! a good gibe!" said Wamba; "keeping witty company 
sharpeneth the apprehension. You said nothing so well, Sir Knight, I will be 
sworn, when you held drunken vespers with the bluff Hermit.--But to go on. 
The merry-men of the forest set off the building of a cottage with the burning of a 
castle,--the thatching of a choir against the robbing of a church,--the setting free a 
poor prisoner against the murder of a proud sheriff; or, to come nearer to our 
point, the deliverance of a Saxon franklin against the burning alive of a Norman 
baron. Gentle thieves they are, in short, and courteous robbers; but it is ever the 
luckiest to meet with them when they are at the worst." 


Thesaurus 
begging: (n) mendicancy, request, banter, barb, dig. ANTONYMS: (n, v) _ intervallic, episodic, gaping, periodic; 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, praise, compliment; (v) disagree. (prep) interrupt. 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, sheriff: (n) Lord Lieutenant, constable, 
suppliant, vagabond. depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, shrieve, peace officer, officer of the 
choir: (n) quire, chancel, choral false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) law, officer, police officer, law officer. 
society, choral group, crypt, excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: witty: (adj, v) smart, clever, sharp, 
Golgotha, nave, transept, vestry, (adj) convex, sincere, true, full, brilliant; (adj) amusing, funny, 
chorister, ensemble. meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) facetious, jocular, intelligent, quick, 
ciphering: (n) estimation, hump, bump, hill, lump. comic. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
computation, reckoning. interrupted: (adj) discontinuous, fitful, unamusing, unfunny, thick. 


gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, gird, intermittent, discontinued, 
barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) quip, disconnected, unsuccessive, 
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"How so, Wamba?" said the Knight. 


"Why, then they have some compunction, and are for making up matters 
with Heaven. But when they have struck an even balance, Heaven help them 
with whom they next open the account! The travellers who first met them after 
their good service at Torquilstone would have a woful flaying.--And yet," said 
Wamba, coming close up to the Knight's side, "there be companions who are far 
more dangerous for travellers to meet than yonder outlaws." 


"And who may they be, for you have neither bears nor wolves, I trow?" said 
the Knight. 


"Marry, sir, but we have Malvoisin's men-at-arms," said Wamba; "and let me 
tell you, that, in time of civil war, a halfscore of these is worth a band of wolves 
at any time. They are now expecting their harvest, and are reinforced with the 
soldiers that escaped from Torquilstone. So that, should we meet with a band of 
them, we are like to pay for our feats of arms.--Now, I pray you, Sir Knight, what 
would you do if we met two of them?" 


"Pin the villains to the earth with my lance, Wamba, if they offered us any 
impediment." 

"But what if there were four of them?" 

"They should drink of the same cup," answered the Knight. 


"What if six," continued Wamba, "and we as we now are, barely two --would 
you not remember Locksley's horn?" 


"What! sound for aid," exclaimed the Knight, "against a score of such 
'rascaille' as these, whom one good knight could drive before him, as the wind 
drives the withered leaves?" 


"Nay, then," said Wamba, "I will pray you for a close sight of that same horn 
that hath so powerful a breath." 


The Knight undid the clasp of the baldric, and indulged his fellow-traveller, 
who immediately hung the bugle round his own neck. 


Thesaurus 
barely: (adv) merely, just, nakedly, ingathering, profit, produce. soldiers: (n) military, troop, force, the 
scantily, simply, nudely, baldly, marty: (n, v) wed, espouse; (v) get military, troops, defense force, 
purely, narrowly; (adj, adv) scarcely, married, link, conjoin, wive, splice, military service, militia, soldiery, 
only. ANTONYMS: (adj) enough, tie, unite, couple; (n) marriage. Territorial Army, armed forces. 
amply, sufficiently, abundantly; (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) divorce, separate, struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; (adj) 
much, thoroughly, well, easily, split. affected, afflicted, doting, dotty, 
obviously, clearly, strongly. reinforced: (adj) built, strong, enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, 
expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, unbreakable, toughened, resistant, infatuated. 
with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) family assembled, improved, shatterproof. woful: (adj) sorrowful, lugubrious, 
way. score: (n, v) count, notch, scratch, line, woeful, mournful, doleful, pitiable. 
harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, cut, tally, scotch; (n) bill, groove, 


gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) debt; (v) get. 
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"Tra-lira-la," said he, whistling the notes; "nay, I know my gamut as well as 


another." 


"How mean you, knave?" said the Knight; "restore me the bugle." 


"Content you, Sir Knight, it is in safe keeping. When Valour and Folly travel, 
Folly should bear the horn, because she can blow the best." 


"Nay but, rogue," said the Black Knight, "this exceedeth thy license--Beware 
ye tamper not with my patience." 


"Urge me not with violence, Sir Knight," said the Jester, keeping at a distance 
from the impatient champion, "or Folly will show a clean pair of heels, and leave 
Valour to find out his way through the wood as best he may." 


"Nay, thou hast hit me there," said the Knight; "and, sooth to say, I have little 
time to jangle with thee. Keep the horn an thou wilt, but let us proceed on our 


journey." 


"You will not harm me, then?" said Wamba. 
"I tell thee no, thou knave!" 


"Ay, but pledge me your knightly word for it," continued Wamba, as he 
approached with great caution. 


"My knightly word I pledge; only come on with thy foolish self." 


"Nay, then, Valour and Folly are once more boon companions," said the Jester, 


coming up frankly to the Knight's side; "but, in truth, I love not such buffets as 
that you bestowed on the burly Friar, when his holiness rolled on the green like a 
king of the nine-pins. And now that Folly wears the horn, let Valour rouse 
himself, and shake his mane; for, if I mistake not, there are company in yonder 


brake that are on the look-out for us." 
"What makes thee judge so?" said the Knight. 


"Because I have twice or thrice noticed the glance of a motion from amongst 
the green leaves. Had they been honest men, they had kept the path. But yonder 
thicket is a choice chapel for the Clerks of Saint Nicholas." 


brake: (n) bit, curb, brakes, pteridium 
aquilinum, airbrake, safety lock; (v) 
retard, hinder, halt, stop, slow. 
ANTONYMS: (n) move, start, 
incentive; (v) speed, go. 

foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, 
dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, 
preposterous, dopey; (adj, 1) silly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, 
shrewd, prudent, visionary, 
diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, 
rational, mature, judicious. 


Thesaurus 
frankly: (adv) openly, sincerely, 


clink; (adj, n) wrangle. 


bluntly, honestly, truthfully, directly, shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 


unreservedly, straightforwardly, 


ingenuously, plainly; (adj, adv) freely. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) hesitantly, 
indirectly, guardedly, untruthfully, 
deceitfully, ambiguously, politely. 

gamut: (n) scale, reach, compass, 
ambit, ut, orbit, series, variety, 
sweep, spectrum, stretch. 

jangle: (n, v) jingle, clank, ring, clang, 
rattle, bang, tinkle; (n) clatter; (v) jar, 


wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; (adv, 
v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, totter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, steady. 

tamper: (v) meddle, monkey, interfere, 
interpose, manipulate, intervene, 
bribe, buy, putter; (n) tamp, rammer. 

whistling: (n) whistle, sound, tin 
whistle, music, pennywhistle, sign, 
signal, signaling. 


Walter Scott 499 


"By my faith," said the Knight, closing his visor, "I think thou best in the right 
on't." 

And in good time did he close it, for three arrows, flew at the same instant 
from the suspected spot against his head and breast, one of which would have 
penetrated to the brain, had it not been turned aside by the steel visor. The other 
two were averted by the gorget, and by the shield which hung around his neck. 


"Thanks, trusty armourers," said the Knight.--"Wamba, let us close with 
them,"--and he rode straight to the thicket. He was met by six or seven men-at- 
arms, who ran against him with their lances at full career. Three of the weapons 
struck against him, and splintered with as little effect as if they had been driven 
against a tower of steel. The Black Knight's eyes seemed to flash fire even 
through the aperture of his visor. He raised himself in his stirrups with an air of 
inexpressible dignity, and exclaimed, "What means this, my masters!"--The men 
made no other reply than by drawing their swords and attacking him on every 
side, crying, "Die, tyrant!" 

"Ha! Saint Edward! Ha! Saint George!" said the Black Knight, striking downa 
man at every invocation; "have we traitors here?" 


His opponents, desperate as they were, bore back from an arm which carried 
death in every blow, and it seemed as if the terror of his single strength was 
about to gain the battle against such odds, when a knight, in blue armour, who 
had hitherto kept himself behind the other assailants, spurred forward with his 
lance, and taking aim, not at the rider but at the steed, wounded the noble 
animal mortally. 


"That was a felon stroke!" exclaimed the Black Knight, as the steed fell to the 
earth, bearing his rider along with him. 


And at this moment, Wamba winded the bugle, for the whole had passed so 
speedily, that he had not time to do so sooner. The sudden sound made the 
murderers bear back once more, and Wamba, though so imperfectly weaponed, 
did not hesitate to rush in and assist the Black Knight to rise. 


Thesaurus 


felon: (n) convict, culprit, crook, 
malefactor, thug, desperado, 
miscreant, offender, hoodlum, 
outlaw; (adj) felonious. 


incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite. 


hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, v) invocation: (v) entreaty, obsecration, 


linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, 
vacillate, demur, boggle, 
procrastinate; (n, v) doubt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide. 
inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 


solicitation; (n) prayer, 
implementation, intercession, 
petition, rogation, benediction, 
apostrophe; (n, v) supplication. 
mortally: (adv) lethally, deadly, 
pestilently, perniciously, extremely, 
humanly, grievously, poisonously, 


individually, killingly, dangerously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) mildly. 

rider: (n) horseman, appendix, 
passenger, equestrian, supplement, 
codicil, provision, clause, addition, 
condition, corollary. 

saint: (v) canonize; (n) holy man, 
evangelist, apostle, jimdandy, 
jimhickey, crackerjack, holy person, 
ideal, apotheosis; (adj) sacred. 

weaponed: (adj) armed, equipt, 
furnished, carrying weapons. 
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"Shame on ye, false cowards!" exclaimed he in the blue harness, who seemed 
to lead the assailants, "do ye fly from the empty blast of a horn blown by a 
Jester?" 


Animated by his words, they attacked the Black Knight anew, whose best 
refuge was now to place his back against an oak, and defend himself with his 
sword. The felon knight, who had taken another spear, watching the moment 
when his formidable antagonist was most closely pressed, galloped against him 
in hopes to nail him with his lance against the tree, when his purpose was again 
intercepted by Wamba. The Jester, making up by agility the want of strength, 
and little noticed by the men-at-arms, who were busied in their more important 
object, hovered on the skirts of the fight, and effectually checked the fatal career 
of the Blue Knight, by hamstringing his horse with a stroke of his sword. Horse 
and man went to the ground; yet the situation of the Knight of the Fetterlock 
continued very precarious, as he was pressed close by several men completely 
armed, and began to be fatigued by the violent exertions necessary to defend 
himself on so many points at nearly the same moment, when a grey-goose shaft 
suddenly stretched on the earth one of the most formidable of his assailants, and 
a band of yeomen broke forth from the glade, headed by Locksley and the jovial 
Friar, who, taking ready and effectual part in the fray, soon disposed of the 
ruffians, all of whom lay on the spot dead or mortally wounded. The Black 
Knight thanked his deliverers with a dignity they had not observed in his former 
bearing, which hitherto had seemed rather that of a blunt bold soldier, than of a 
person of exalted rank. 


"It concerns me much," he said, "even before I express my full gratitude to my 
ready friends, to discover, if I may, who have been my unprovoked enemies.-- 
Open the visor of that Blue Knight, Wamba, who seems the chief of these 
villains." 

The Jester instantly made up to the leader of the assassins, who, bruised by 


his fall, and entangled under the wounded steed, lay incapable either of flight or 
resistance. 


Thesaurus 
blunt: (adj, v) dull, deaden; (adj) bluff, matted, tangled, inextricable, knotty; able, competent, strong, powerful, 
plain, direct, forthright, frank, (v) entangle. effective. 
candid, outspoken, round, abrupt. harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) nail: (n, v) arrest, capture; (v) catch, 
ANTONYMS: (v) hone, sharpen, yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) collar, apprehend, hook, strike, hit, 
point, accentuate, needle; (adj) hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use. fasten, nab; (adj, n) pin. ANTONYMS: 
devious, pointed, thoughtful, polite, . ANTONYM: (v) undo. (v) unfasten, detach. 
guarded, gentle. headed: (n) maturer; (adj) oriented. unprovoked: (adj) wanton, motiveless, 
bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, ANTONYM: (adj) unheaded. unwarranted, gratuitous, sluttish, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, incapable: (adj) impotent, inadequate, groundless, light, loose, meaningless, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. unable, helpless, powerless, needless, reckless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


entangled: (adj) complicated, intricate, unqualified, inept, insufficient, inapt, provoked, reasonable, necessary, 
embroiled, complex, foul, confused, ineffectual, unfit. ANTONYMS: (adj) justifiable. 
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"Come, valiant sir," said Wamba, "I must be your armourer as well as your 
equerry--I have dismounted you, and now I will unhelm you." 


So saying, with no very gentle hand he undid the helmet of the Blue Knight, 
which, rolling to a distance on the grass, displayed to the Knight of the Fetterlock 
grizzled locks, and a countenance he did not expect to have seen under such 
circumstances. 


"Waldemar Fitzurse!" he said in astonishment; "what could urge one of thy 
rank and seeming worth to so foul an undertaking? " 


"Richard," said the captive Knight, looking up to him, "thou knowest little of 
mankind, if thou knowest not to what ambition and revenge can lead every child 
of Adam." 


"Revenge?" answered the Black Knight; "I never wronged thee--On me thou 
hast nought to revenge." 


"My daughter, Richard, whose alliance thou didst scorn--was that no injury 
to a Norman, whose blood is noble as thine own?" 


"Thy daughter?" replied the Black Knight; "a proper cause of enmity, and 
followed up to a bloody issue!--Stand back, my masters, I would speak to him 
alone.--And now, Waldemar Fitzurse, say me the truth--confess who set thee on 
this traitorous deed." 


"Thy father's son," answered Waldemar, "who, in so doing, did but avenge on 
thee thy disobedience to thy father." 

Richard's eyes sparkled with indignation, but his better nature overcame it. 
He pressed his hand against his brow, and remained an instant gazing on the 
face of the humbled baron, in whose features pride was contending with shame. 

"Thou dost not ask thy life, Waldemar," said the King. 

"He that is in the lion's clutch," answered Fitzurse, "knows it were needless." 

"Take it, then, unasked," said Richard; "the lion preys not on prostrate 
carcasses.--Take thy life, but with this condition, that in three days thou shalt 
leave England, and go to hide thine infamy in thy Norman castle, and that thou 


Thesaurus 

disobedience: (n) contumacy, (n) friendship, friendliness, affinity, human beings, humanness. 
intractableness, rebelliousness, love, kindness, affection, adoration, traitorous: (adj) faithless, treacherous, 
breach, recalcitrance, rebellion, amity, cooperation, goodwill. false, treasonable, perfidious, 
refusal, noncompliance, mutiny, grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet, unfaithful, treasonous, untrue, 
contravention, defiance. grisled, grayish, brunette. renegade, traitor, insidious. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compliance, lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) urge: (v) push, press, advocate, 
meekness, conformity, devotion, worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, cat, persuade, impel, induce; (n, v) spur, 
order, fulfillment, loyalty. king of beasts, curiosity, luminary, drive, force; (n) impulse; (adj, v) 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) spectacle. incite. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, hate, 
antagonism, animus, hostility, mankind: (n) world, humanity, aversion, disinclination; (v) dissuade, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, antipathy, humankind, human race, humans, oppose, demand, prevent, restrain. 


hatred, war, dislike. ANTONYMS: person, flesh, mortality, people, 
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wilt never mention the name of John of Anjou as connected with thy felony. If 
thou art found on English ground after the space I have allotted thee, thou diest-- 
or if thou breathest aught that can attaint the honour of my house, by Saint 
George! not the altar itself shall be a sanctuary. I will hang thee out to feed the 
ravens, from the very pinnacle of thine own castle.--Let this knight have a steed, 
Locksley, for I see your yeomen have caught those which were running loose, 
and let him depart unharmed." 


"But that I judge I listen to a voice whose behests must not be disputed," 
answered the yeoman, "I would send a shaft after the skulking villain that 
should spare him the labour of a long journey." 


"Thou bearest an English heart, Locksley," said the Black Knight, "and well 
dost judge thou art the more bound to obey my behest --I am Richard of 
England!" 


At these words, pronounced in a tone of majesty suited to the high rank, and 
no less distinguished character of Coeur-de-Lion, the yeomen at once kneeled 
down before him, and at the same time tendered their allegiance, and implored 
pardon for their offences. 


"Rise, my friends," said Richard, in a gracious tone, looking on them with a 
countenance in which his habitual good-humour had already conquered the 
blaze of hasty resentment, and whose features retained no mark of the late 
desperate conflict, excepting the flush arising from exertion,--"Arise," he said, 
"my friends!--Your misdemeanours, whether in forest or field, have been atoned 
by the loyal services you rendered my distressed subjects before the walls of 
Torquilstone, and the rescue you have this day afforded to your sovereign. 
Arise, my liegemen, and be good subjects in future.--And thou, brave Locksley--" 

"Call me no longer Locksley, my Liege, but know me under the name, which, 
I fear, fame hath blown too widely not to have reached even your royal ears--I 
am Robin Hood of Sherwood Forest." 

"King of Outlaws, and Prince of good fellows!" said the King, "who hath not 
heard a name that has been borne as far as Palestine? But be assured, brave 


Thesaurus 

allegiance: (n) adherence, dedication, behest: (n) command, dictate, order, ANTONYMS: (n) austerity, 
devotion, faith, troth, faithfulness, bidding, dictum, ordinance, hest, fiat, simplicity. 
commitment, fidelity, homage, charge, mandate, injunction. skulking: (adj) surreptitious, stealthy, 
constancy, fealty. ANTONYMS: (n) felony: (n) burglary, sin, extortion, lurking, hiding, clandestine, 
sedition, treason, betrayal, capture, bribery, delinquency, backstairs, concealed, cowardly; (n) 
disobedience, enmity, treachery, misdeed, fault, misdemeanor, malingering, dodging, evasion. 
indifference. misdemeanour, offence. ANTONYM: sovereign: (n) ruler, king, lord, 

arising: (n) emanation. (n) uprightness. emperor; (adj) independent, 

attaint: (v) dishonor, disgrace, majesty: (adj, n) grandeur, splendor, autonomous, imperial, royal, free, 
condemn, defile, befoul, maculate, nobility; (n) dignity, loftiness, regal; (adj, n) prince. ANTONYMS: 
foul, dishonour, shame, convict, magnificence, stateliness, greatness, (adj) dependent, ineffective, useless. 


profane. king, royalty, highness. 
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Outlaw, that no deed done in our absence, and in the turbulent times to which it 
hath given rise, shall be remembered to thy disadvantage." 


"True says the proverb," said Wamba, interposing his word, but with some 
abatement of his usual petulance,-- 


"When the cat is away, The mice will play." 


"What, Wamba, art thou there?" said Richard; "I have been so long of hearing 
thy voice, I thought thou hadst taken flight." 


"I take flight!" said Wamba; "when do you ever find Folly separated from 
Valour? There lies the trophy of my sword, that good grey gelding, whom I 
heartily wish upon his legs again, conditioning his master lay there houghed in 
his place. It is true, I gave a little ground at first, for a motley jacket does not 
brook lance-heads, as a steel doublet will. But if I fought not at sword's point, 
you will grant me that I sounded the onset." 


"And to good purpose, honest Wamba," replied the King. "Thy good service 
shall not be forgotten." 


"Confiteor! Confiteor!'"--exclaimed, in a submissive tone, a voice near the 
King's side--"my Latin will carry me no farther --but I confess my deadly treason, 
and pray leave to have absolution before I am led to execution!" 


Richard looked around, and beheld the jovial Friar on his knees, telling his 
rosary, while his quarter-staff, which had not been idle during the skirmish, lay 
on the grass beside him. His countenance was gathered so as be thought might 
best express the most profound contrition, his eyes being turned up, and the 
corners of his mouth drawn down, as Wamba expressed it, like the tassels at the 
mouth of a purse. Yet this demure affectation of extreme penitence was 
whimsically belied by a ludicrous meaning which lurked in his huge features, 
and seemed to pronounce his fear and repentance alike hypocritical. 


"For what art thou cast down, mad Priest?" said Richard; "art thou afraid thy 
diocesan should learn how truly thou dost serve Our Lady and Saint Dunstan?-- 
Tush, man! fear it not; Richard of England betrays no secrets that pass over the 
flagon." 


Thesaurus 
abatement: (n) rebate, deduction, knees: (n) knee. whatsis, whatchamacallit, loot, swag. 
discount, reprieve, abate, break, ludicrous: (adj) absurd, ridiculous, turbulent: (adj, n) tempestuous, rough, 
interruption, decrease, suspension, farcical, foolish, laughable, comical, stormy, boisterous, rude; (adj) 
subsidence; (n, v) reduction. grotesque, derisory, droll, furious, disorderly, violent, wild, 
conditioning: (n) learning, training, preposterous, jocular. ANTONYMS: noisy, riotous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
adjust, treatment, equalizing, drill, (adj) sane, impressive. peaceful, untroubled, manageable, 
cooking, classical conditioning, skirmish: (n, v) fight, combat, battle, moderate, obedient, settled, still, 
chilling, behavior modification, conflict, scuffle; (n) encounter, brush, relaxed, orderly, mild. 
aversive conditioning. engagement, struggle, confrontation, whimsically: (adv) capriciously, 
gelding: (n) bayard, stot, steer, dispute. humorously, freakishly, erratically, 
castration, emasculation, cleft, cut, trophy: (n) prize, cup, monument, moodily, facetiously, wittily, 


stallion, division, fashion; (v) gelt. tablet, slab, hatchment, booty, skittishly, quaintly, kinkily, queerly. 
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"Nay, most gracious sovereign," answered the Hermit, (well known to the 
curious in penny-histories of Robin Hood, by the name of Friar Tuck,) "it is not 
the crosier I fear, but the sceptre. --Alas! that my sacrilegious fist should ever 
have been applied to the ear of the Lord's anointed!" 


"Ha! ha!" said Richard, "sits the wind there?--In truth I had forgotten the 
buffet, though mine ear sung after it for a whole day. But if the cuff was fairly 
given, I will be judged by the good men around, if it was not as well repaid--or, if 
thou thinkest I still owe thee aught, and will stand forth for another counterbuff-- 


"By no means," replied Friar Tuck, "I had mine own returned, and with 
usury--may your Majesty ever pay your debts as fully!" 


"If I could do so with cuffs," said the King, "my creditors should have little 
reason to complain of an empty exchequer." 


"And yet," said the Friar, resuming his demure hypocritical countenance, "I 
know not what penance I ought to perform for that most sacrilegious blow!--" 


"Speak no more of it, brother," said the King; "after having stood so many 
cuffs from Paynims and misbelievers, I were void of reason to quarrel with the 
buffet of a clerk so holy as he of Copmanhurst. Yet, mine honest Friar, I think it 
would be best both for the church and thyself, that I should procure a license to 
unfrock thee, and retain thee as a yeoman of our guard, serving in care of our 
person, as formerly in attendance upon the altar of Saint Dunstan." 


"My Liege," said the Friar, "I humbly crave your pardon; and you would 
readily grant my excuse, did you but know how the sin of laziness has beset me. 
Saint Dunstan--may he be gracious to us! --stands quiet in his niche, though I 
should forget my orisons in killing a fat buck--I stay out of my cell sometimes a 
night, doing I wot not what--Saint Dunstan never complains--a quiet master he is, 
and a peaceful, as ever was made of wood.--But to be a yeoman in attendance on 
my sovereign the King--the honour is great, doubtless--yet, if I were but to step 
aside to comfort 


Thesaurus 
clerk: (n, v) writer, secretary, debts: (n) amount overdue, amount difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
transcriber; (n) servant, shop outstanding. ANTONYM: (n) credit. | agreement, reconciliation, 
assistant, salesclerk, employee, fist: (n, v) hand; (n) duke, clenched acceptance, concord, consensus; (v) 
accountant, recorder; (v) scrivener, fist, feist, manus, grip, index; (v) agree. 
scribe. finger, paw, neif, neaf. sacrilegious: (adj) blasphemous, 
complain: (v) bemoan, protest, whine, niche: (n) alcove, hole, bay, recess, impious, disrespectful, heretical, 
squawk, bewail, beef, grudge, accuse, nook, compartment, recession, irreligious, ungodly, godless, 
carp, plain, complaint. ANTONYMS: opening, place, ecological niche, hardened, heterodox, wicked; (adj, v) 
(v) praise, applaud, cheer, fireplace. irreverent. ANTONYM: (adj) pious. 
recommend, rejoice, laud, approve, quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) fight, unfrock: (v) defrock, strike off the roll, 
agree, accept. feud, brawl, row, altercation, argue, disfrock, depose, dismiss, divest, 


crosier: (n) staff, fiddlehead. conflict, squabble; (n) dissension, ungown, unpriest. 
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a widow in one corner, or to kill a deer in another, it would be, 'where is the 
dog Priest?’ says one. 'Who has seen the accursed Tuck?' says another. 'The 
unfrocked villain destroys more venison than half the country besides,’ says one 
keeper; 'And is hunting after every shy doe in the country!’ quoth a second. --In 
fine, good my Liege, I pray you to leave me as you found me; or, if in aught you 
desire to extend your benevolence to me, that I may be considered as the poor 
Clerk of Saint Dunstan's cell in Copmanhurst, to whom any small donation will 
be most thankfully acceptable." 


"I understand thee," said the King, "and the Holy Clerk shall have a grant of 
vert and venison in my woods of Warncliffe. Mark, however, I will but assign 
thee three bucks every season; but if that do not prove an apology for thy slaying 
thirty, I am no Christian knight nor true king." 


"Your Grace may be well assured," said the Friar, "that, with the grace of 
Saint Dunstan, I shall find the way of multiplying your most bounteous gift." 


"I nothing doubt it, good brother," said the King; "and as venison is but dry 
food, our cellarer shall have orders to deliver to thee a butt of sack, a runlet of 
Malvoisie, and three hogsheads of ale of the first strike, yearly--If that will not 
quench thy thirst, thou must come to court, and become acquainted with my 
butler." 


"But for Saint Dunstan?" said the Friar-- 


"A cope, a stole, and an altar-cloth shalt thou also have," continued the King, 
crossing himself--"But we may not turn our game into earnest, lest God punish 
us for thinking more on our follies than on his honour and worship." 


"I will answer for my patron," said the Priest, joyously. 


"Answer for thyself, Friar," said King Richard, something sternly; but 
immediately stretching out his hand to the Hermit, the latter, somewhat abashed, 
bent his knee, and saluted it. "Thou dost less honour to my extended palm than 
to my clenched fist," said the Monarch; "thou didst only kneel to the one, and to 
the other didst prostrate thyself." 


Thesaurus 
abashed: (adj, v) discomfited; (adj) benevolent, affluent. ANTONYM: austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
mortified, sheepish, embarrassed, (adj) scarce. rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
ashamed, confused, humiliated, bucks: (n) money, cash. relentlessly, solemnly. ANTONYMS: 
afraid, shamefaced, confounded; (v) clenched: (adj) tight, clinched. (adv) leniently, lightheartedly, kindly, 
dashed. ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gaily, | warmly, cheerfully. 
undaunted, reassured, pleased, gleefully, mirthfully, cheerfully, thankfully: (adv) gratefully, obligedly, 
heartened, emboldened, cool, gladly, merrily, festively, brightly, beholdenly, indebtedly, pleasedly, 
confident, composed, relaxed, buoyantly, pleasantly. ANTONYM: fortunately, happily, unreservedly, 
unabashed. (adv) joylessly. with enthusiasm, with pleasure, 
bounteous: (adj) bountiful, liberal, multiplying: (adj) cumulative; (n) freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ample, copious, plentiful, bighearted, generation, calculation. unfortunately, unwillingly. 


generous, munificent, handsome, sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, vert: (adj) green; (n) vertical. 
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But the Friar, afraid perhaps of again giving offence by continuing the 
conversation in too jocose a style--a false step to be particularly guarded against 
by those who converse with monarchs-- bowed profoundly, and fell into the 


rear. 


At the same time, two additional personages appeared on the scene. 


continuing: (adj) constant, lasting, 
abiding, ongoing, serial, persistent, 
enduring, permanent, durable, 
chronic, steady. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rapid, spasmodic, occasional, 
fleeting. 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, argue; 
(v) confer, confabulate, speak; (n) 
conversation, colloquy, contrast; (adj, 
n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (1) 


Thesaurus 


similarity. 


false: (adj, n) bastard; (adj, adv) 


counterfeit, deceitful; (adj) untrue, 
dishonest, erroneous, sham, 
assumed, artificial, fictitious, 
deceptive. ANTONYMS: (adj) real, 
genuine, faithful, factual, correct, 
natural, truthful, honest, valid, just, 
loyal. 


jocose: (adj) humorous, facetious, 


jesting, funny, frolicsome, witty, 
pleasant, gay, jovial, joking, coltish. 


offence: (n) insult, injury, guilt, error, 
delinquency, fault, misdeed, 
infraction, infringement, attack, 
offense. 

profoundly: (adv) thoroughly, 
extremely, intensely, exhaustively, 
greatly, sincerely, gravely, deep, 
heavily, weightily, very. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lightly, mildly. 

step: (n) stage, degree, rank, level, gait, 
gradation, footprint; (n, v) walk, 
measure, stride; (v) tread. 


Walter Scott 


CHAPTER XLI 


All hail to the lordlings of high degree, 
Who live not more happy, though greater than we! 


Our pastimes to see, 


Under every green tree, 
In all the gay woodland, right welcome ye be. 
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Macdonald 


The new comers were Wilfred of Ivanhoe, on the Prior of Botolph's palfrey, 


and Gurth, who attended him, on the Knight's own war-horse. 


The 


astonishment of Ivanhoe was beyond bounds, when he saw his master 
besprinkled with blood, and six or seven dead bodies lying around in the little 
glade in which the battle had taken place. Nor was he less surprised to see 
Richard surrounded by so many silvan attendants, the outlaws, as they seemed 
to be, of the forest, and a perilous retinue therefore for a prince. He hesitated 
whether to address the King as the Black Knight-errant, or in what other manner 


to demean himself towards him. Richard saw his embarrassment. 


"Fear not, Wilfred," he said, "to address Richard Plantagenet as himself, since 
thou seest him in the company of true English hearts, although it may be they 
have been urged a few steps aside by warm English blood." 


aside: (adv) apart, away, beside, 
alongside, in reserve, off, abreast; 
(adj, adv) by; (n) digression, 
divagation, parenthesis. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) erectly, 
uprightly, vertically. 

bodies: (n) people, public. 

bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle. 

demean: (v) abase, lower, disgrace, 


Thesaurus 


debase, humiliate, conduct, cheapen, 
disparage, humble, behave, mortify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heighten, dignify, 
boost, idolize, upgrade, honor, 
enhance, elevate, uplift, praise, 
glorify. 

embarrassment: (n) abashment, 
difficulty, quandary, discomfiture, 
humiliation, bewilderment, 
mortification, uneasiness, shame; (n, 
v) distress; (adj, n) dilemma. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, honor, 


pride, shortage. 

surprised: (adj) amazed, 
dumbfounded, shocked, astounded, 
stunned, taken aback, bewildered, 
startled, surprise, aghast, to be 
astonished. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unsurprised. 

woodland: (n) forest, timber, wood, 
jungle, timberland, greenwood, 
woods, silva, backwoods, grove, 
park. 
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"Sir Wilfred of Ivanhoe," said the gallant Outlaw, stepping forward, "my 
assurances can add nothing to those of our sovereign; yet, let me say somewhat 
proudly, that of men who have suffered much, he hath not truer subjects than 
those who now stand around him." 


"I cannot doubt it, brave man," said Wilfred, "since thou art of the number-- 
But what mean these marks of death and danger? these slain men, and the 
bloody armour of my Prince?" 


"Treason hath been with us, Ivanhoe," said the King; "but, thanks to these 
brave men, treason hath met its meed--But, now I bethink me, thou too art a 
traitor," said Richard, smiling; "a most disobedient traitor; for were not our 
orders positive, that thou shouldst repose thyself at Saint Botolph's until thy 
wound was healed?" 


"It is healed," said Ivanhoe; "it is not of more consequence than the scratch of 
a bodkin. But why, oh why, noble Prince, will you thus vex the hearts of your 
faithful servants, and expose your life by lonely journeys and rash adventures, as 
if it were of no more value than that of a mere knight-errant, who has no interest 
on earth but what lance and sword may procure him?" 


"And Richard Plantagenet," said the King, "desires no more fame than his 
good lance and sword may acquire him--and Richard Plantagenet is prouder of 
achieving an adventure, with only his good sword, and his good arm to speed, 
than if he led to battle a host of an hundred thousand armed men." 


"But your kingdom, my Liege," said Ivanhoe, "your kingdom is threatened 
with dissolution and civil war--your subjects menaced with every species of evil, 
if deprived of their sovereign in some of those dangers which it is your daily 
pleasure to incur, and from which you have but this moment narrowly escaped." 


"Ho! ho! my kingdom and my subjects?" answered Richard, impatiently; "I 
tell thee, Sir Wilfred, the best of them are most willing to repay my follies in 
kind--For example, my very faithful servant, Wilfred of Ivanhoe, will not obey 
my positive commands, and yet reads his king a homily, because he does not 
walk exactly by his advice. Which of us has most reason to upbraid the other?-- 


Thesaurus 

bodkin: (n) awl, poniard, broach, ANTONYMS: (adv) broadly, thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
stylet, hairpin, interloper, intruder, inaccurately. cautious, careful, sensible, wise, 
bradawl, piercer, spit, stiletto. proudly: (adv) haughtily, arrogantly, considered, deliberate, prudent, 

expose: (v) endanger, exhibit, betray, superciliously, boastfully, vainly, modest, slow, responsible, patient. 
detect, display, air, uncover, debunk, splendidly, stately, loftily, snootily, | repay: (v) recompense, reward, pay, 
denude, unfold, divulge. disdainfully, conceitedly. reimburse, compensate, refund, 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, cover, ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, render, requite, remunerate, return, 
enclose, suppress, shield, shelter, modestly. redeem. ANTONYM: (v) penalize. 
insulate, hide, guard, drape. rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, upbraid: (v) rebuke, censure, blame, 

narrowly: (adv) closely, barely, hardly, precipitate, eruption; (adj) imprudent, scold, chide, reprimand, condemn, 
strictly, slenderly, tightly, smally, reckless, impetuous, heedless, berate, objurgate, rate; (n, v) revile. 


contractly, slimly, precisely, nearly. audacious, sudden; (adj, adv) 
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Yet forgive me, my faithful Wilfred. The time I have spent, and am yet to spend 
in concealment, is, as I explained to thee at Saint Botolph's, necessary to give my 
friends and faithful nobles time to assemble their forces, that when Richard's 
return is announced, he should be at the head of such a force as enemies shall 
tremble to face, and thus subdue the meditated treason, without even 
unsheathing a sword. Estoteville and Bohun will not be strong enough to move 
forward to York for twenty-four hours. I must have news of Salisbury from the 
south; and of Beauchamp, in Warwickshire; and of Multon and Percy in the 
north. The Chancellor must make sure of London. Too sudden an appearance 
would subject me to dangers, other than my lance and sword, though backed by 
the bow of bold Robin, or the quarter-staff of Friar Tuck, and the horn of the sage 
Wamba, may be able to rescue me from." 


Wilfred bowed in submission, well knowing how vain it was to contend with 
the wild spirit of chivalry which so often impelled his master upon dangers 
which he might easily have avoided, or rather, which it was unpardonable in 
him to have sought out. The young knight sighed, therefore, and held his peace; 
while Richard, rejoiced at having silenced his counsellor, though his heart 
acknowledged the justice of the charge he had brought against him, went on in 
conversation with Robin Hood.--"King of Outlaws," he said, "have you no 
refreshment to offer to your brother sovereign? for these dead knaves have found 
me both in exercise and appetite." 


"In troth," replied the Outlaw, "for I scorn to lie to your Grace, our larder is 
chiefly supplied with--" He stopped, and was somewhat embarrassed. 


"With venison, I suppose?" said Richard, gaily; "better food at need there can 
be none--and truly, if a king will not remain at home and slay his own game, 
methinks he should not brawl too loud if he finds it killed to his hand." 


"If your Grace, then," said Robin, "will again honour with your presence one 
of Robin Hood's places of rendezvous, the venison shall not be lacking; and a 
stoup of ale, and it may be a cup of reasonably good wine, to relish it withal." 


The Outlaw accordingly led the way, followed by the buxom Monarch, more 
happy, probably, in this chance meeting with Robin Hood and his foresters, than 


Thesaurus 
brawl: (n, v) fight, quarrel, affray, goaded, motivated, bound. adequate, ample, copious, complete, 
clash, dispute; (adj, n, v) row; (adj, n) larder: (n) storeroom, pantry, food, fitted, impregnated, made pregnant, 
disturbance, tumult; (n) altercation, victuals, viands, provisions, offered, perfect, plenteous. 
strife; (v) bicker. provender, stowage, stillroom, ANTONYM: (adj) unavailable. 
contend: (v) wrestle, compete, conflict, commissariat, spence. unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
combat, argue, war, clash, altercate, subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
struggle, contest; (n, v) allege. overpower, crush, defeat, quell, appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat, harmonize, quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) unacceptable, shocking, not 
abandon, deny, cede, agree, reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
surrender, desert. control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, enliven, resist, submit. excusable, justified, excellent, 


determined, compulsive, encouraged, supplied: (n) supplying; (adj) justifiable. 
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he would have been in again assuming his royal state, and presiding over a 
splendid circle of peers and nobles. Novelty in society and adventure were the 
zest of life to Richard Coeur-de-Lion, and it had its highest relish when enhanced 
by dangers encountered and surmounted. In the lion-hearted King, the brilliant, 
but useless character, of a knight of romance, was in a great measure realized 
and revived; and the personal glory which he acquired by his own deeds of arms, 
was far more dear to his excited imagination, than that which a course of policy 
and wisdom would have spread around his government. Accordingly, his reign 
was like the course of a brilliant and rapid meteor, which shoots along the face of 
Heaven, shedding around an unnecessary and portentous light, which is 
instantly swallowed up by universal darkness; his feats of chivalry furnishing 
themes for bards and minstrels, but affording none of those solid benefits to his 
country on which history loves to pause, and hold up as an example to posterity. 
But in his present company Richard showed to the greatest imaginable 
advantage. He was gay, good-humoured, and fond of manhood in every rank of 
life. 


Beneath a huge oak-tree the silvan repast was hastily prepared for the King of 
England, surrounded by men outlaws to his government, but who now formed 
his court and his guard. As the flagon went round, the rough foresters soon lost 
their awe for the presence of Majesty. The song and the jest were exchanged -- 
the stories of former deeds were told with advantage; and at length, and while 
boasting of their successful infraction of the laws, no one recollected they were 
speaking in presence of their natural guardian. The merry King, nothing 
heeding his dignity any more than his company, laughed, quaffed, and jested 
among the jolly band. The natural and rough sense of Robin Hood led him to be 
desirous that the scene should be closed ere any thing should occur to disturb its 
harmony, the more especially that he observed Ivanhoe's brow clouded with 
anxiety. "We are honoured," he said to Ivanhoe, apart, "by the presence of our 
gallant Sovereign; yet I would not that he dallied with time, which the 
circumstances of his kingdom may render precious." 


Thesaurus 
boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, believable, credible, feasible, evaporation, exhalation. 
rodomontade, swagger, braggadocio, immediate, likely, near. presiding: (adj) president, dominant, 
ostentation, show; (v) brag; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, administrative. 
swaggering, vaporing, strutting. implausible. romance: (n) love affair, fiction, story, 
exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, infraction: (n) contravention, figment, intrigue, affair, tale, vagary; 
bartered, substituted. violation, offense, infringement, (v) flirt, court, exaggerate. 
furnishing: (n) provision, fixture, encroachment, intrusion, stories: (n) tale. 
fitting, installation, equipment, transgression, offence, zest: (n) gusto, taste, savor, flavor, 
trimming, device, interior decoration, misdemeanour, trespass, failure. enthusiasm, piquancy, energy, 
contents; (v) provide, furnish. meteor: (n) shooting star, aerolite, enjoyment, tang, appetite; (n, v) spice. 
imaginable: (adj) conceivable, fireball, falling star, bolide, meteorite, ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 


possible, thinkable, plausible, earthly, meteoroid, effluvium, emanation, blandness, dullness, indifference. 


Walter Scott 511 


"It is well and wisely spoken, brave Robin Hood," said Wilfred, apart; "and 
know, moreover, that they who jest with Majesty even in its gayest mood are but 
toying with the lion's whelp, which, on slight provocation, uses both fangs and 
claws." 


"You have touched the very cause of my fear," said the Outlaw; "my men are 
rough by practice and nature, the King is hasty as well as good-humoured; nor 
know I how soon cause of offence may arise, or how warmly it may be received-- 
it is time this revel were broken off." 


"It must be by your management then, gallant yeoman," said Ivanhoe; "for 
each hint I have essayed to give him serves only to induce him to prolong it." 


"Must I so soon risk the pardon and favour of my Sovereign?" said Robin 
Hood, pausing for all instant; "but by Saint Christopher, it shall be so. I were 
undeserving his grace did I not peril it for his good.--Here, Scathlock, get thee 
behind yonder thicket, and wind me a Norman blast on thy bugle, and without 
an instant's delay on peril of your life." 


Scathlock obeyed his captain, and in less than five minutes the revellers were 
startled by the sound of his horn. 


"It is the bugle of Malvoisin," said the Miller, starting to his feet, and seizing 
his bow. The Friar dropped the flagon, and grasped his quarter-staff. Wamba 
stopt short in the midst of a jest, and betook himself to sword and target. All the 
others stood to their weapons. 


Men of their precarious course of life change readily from the banquet to the 
battle; and, to Richard, the exchange seemed but a succession of pleasure. He 
called for his helmet and the most cumbrous parts of his armour, which he had 
laid aside; and while Gurth was putting them on, he laid his strict injunctions on 
Wilfred, under pain of his highest displeasure, not to engage in the skirmish 
which he supposed was approaching. 

"Thou hast fought for me an hundred times, Wilfred,--and I have seen it. 


Thou shalt this day look on, and see how Richard will fight for his friend and 
liegeman." 


Thesaurus 
cumbrous: (adj) unwieldy, weighty, excitement, stimulation, affront, ANTONYM: (adj) deserving. 
massive, heavy, bulky, awkward, incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: (n) warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
ponderous, clumsy, vexatious, conciliation, arbitration, deterrent, hotly, genially, affectionately, 
burdensome, inept. disincentive, pleasure. vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, startled: (adj) dumbfounded, eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, dismayed, distressed, aghast, ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, frightened, astonished, amazed, inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded. indifferently, frostily, roughly, 
cancel, curtail, quit. undeserving: (adj) disgraceful, rudely, apathetically. 
provocation: (n) challenge, worthless, unworthy of, degrading, whelp: (n, v) pup; (n) chrysalis, 
aggravation, exasperation, immeritous, indign, mean, not tadpole, nestling, larva, cur, chicken, 


incitement, instigation, annoyance, worthy, unbecoming, undeserving of. hound, tendril; (v) lay, bear. 
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In the meantime, Robin Hood had sent off several of his followers in different 
directions, as if to reconnoitre the enemy; and when he saw the company 
effectually broken up, he approached Richard, who was now completely armed, 
and, kneeling down on one knee, craved pardon of his Sovereign. 


"For what, good yeoman?" said Richard, somewhat impatiently. "Have we 
not already granted thee a full pardon for all transgressions? Thinkest thou our 
word is a feather, to be blown backward and forward between us? Thou canst 
not have had time to commit any new offence since that time?" 


"Ay, but I have though," answered the yeoman, "if it be an offence to deceive 
my prince for his own advantage. The bugle you have heard was none of 
Malvoisin's, but blown by my direction, to break off the banquet, lest it trenched 
upon hours of dearer import than to be thus dallied with." 


He then rose from his knee, folded his arm on his bosom, and in a manner 
rather respectful than submissive, awaited the answer of the King,--like one who 
is conscious he may have given offence, yet is confident in the rectitude of his 
motive. The blood rushed in anger to the countenance of Richard; but it was the 
first transient emotion, and his sense of justice instantly subdued it. 


"The King of Sherwood," he said, "grudges his venison and his wine-flask to 
the King of England? It is well, bold Robin!--but when you come to see me in 
merry London, I trust to be a less niggard host. Thou art right, however, good 
fellow. Let us therefore to horse and away--Wilfred has been impatient this hour. 
Tell me, bold Robin, hast thou never a friend in thy band, who, not content with 
advising, will needs direct thy motions, and look miserable when thou dost 
presume to act for thyself?" 


"Such a one," said Robin, "is my Lieutenant, Little John, who is even now 
absent on an expedition as far as the borders of Scotland; and I will own to your 
Majesty, that I am sometimes displeased by the freedom of his councils--but, 
when I think twice, I cannot be long angry with one who can have no motive for 
his anxiety save zeal for his master's service." 


Thesaurus 


obeisance. 

motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 
incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, reason, 
subject; (v) aim. ANTONYM: (n) 
disincentive. 


backward: (adj, adv) late, behindhand; 
(adj) tardy, retarded, reluctant, coy, 
slow, laggard, dilatory; (adv) behind, 
backwardly. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
ahead; (adv) onward; (adj) quick, 
developing, advanced, confident, 


repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat. 
transient: (adj) fleeting, temporary, 


brilliant, bold. 

borders: (n) confines, boundaries, 
limitations. 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 


reconnoitre: (v) explore, scout, 
reconaissance, investigate, examine, 
inspect, probe, survey, observe, make 
a reconnaissance. 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 


passing, transitory, fugacious, 
ephemeral, momentary, temporal, 
provisional; (adj, n) fugitive, 
vagabond. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enduring, lasting, immanent, long; 
(n) resident. 
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"Thou art right, good yeoman," answered Richard; "and if I had Ivanhoe, on 
the one hand, to give grave advice, and recommend it by the sad gravity of his 
brow, and thee, on the other, to trick me into what thou thinkest my own good, I 
should have as little the freedom of mine own will as any king in Christendom or 
Heathenesse.--But come, sirs, let us merrily on to Coningsburgh, and think no 


more on't." 


Robin Hood assured them that he had detached a party in the direction of the 
road they were to pass, who would not fail to discover and apprize them of any 
secret ambuscade; and that he had little doubt they would find the ways secure, 
or, if otherwise, would receive such timely notice of the danger as would enable 
them to fall back on a strong troop of archers, with which he himself proposed to 


follow on the same route. 


The wise and attentive precautions adopted for his safety touched Richard's 
feelings, and removed any slight grudge which he might retain on account of the 
deception the Outlaw Captain had practised upon him. He once more extended 
his hand to Robin Hood, assured him of his full pardon and future favour, as 
well as his firm resolution to restrain the tyrannical exercise of the forest rights 
and other oppressive laws, by which so many English yeomen were driven into a 
state of rebellion. But Richard's good intentions towards the bold Outlaw were 
frustrated by the King's untimely death; and the Charter of the Forest was 
extorted from the unwilling hands of King John when he succeeded to his heroic 
brother. As for the rest of Robin Hood's career, as well as the tale of his 
treacherous death, they are to be found in those black-letter garlands, once sold 
at the low and easy rate of one halfpenny, 


"Now cheaply purchased at their weight in gold." 


The Outlaw's opinion proved true; and the King, attended by Ivanhoe, Gurth, 
and Wamba, arrived, without any interruption, within view of the Castle of 
Coningsburgh, while the sun was yet in the horizon. 


There are few more beautiful or striking scenes in England, than are 
presented by the vicinity of this ancient Saxon fortress. The soft and gentle river 
Don sweeps through an amphitheatre, in which cultivation is richly blended 


cheaply: (adv) commonly, shoddily, 
tawdrily, stingily, meanly, trashily, 
flashily, economically, tackily, 
vulgarly, chintzily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) extravagantly, luxuriously, 
tastefully. 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 


resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud. 


halfpenny: (adj) feather, bulrush, old 
son, jot, pinch of snuff, peppercorn, 
rap; (n) bawbee, doit, farthing. 


Thesaurus 
merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 


express, support. 
sweeps: (n) sweep period. 


mirthfully, brightly, jovially, joyfully, tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 


gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, 
anxiously, miserably, unhappily, 
carefully, despondently. 

restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 
rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 


prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 


ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 
intensify, increase, free, extend, 


recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact. 

timely: (adj, adv, v) seasonable; (adj, v) 
convenient, appropriate; (adj) 
punctual, apt, prompt, propitious, 
pat, fit; (adv) apropos; (adj, adv) early. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inopportune, 
premature, unlucky, inappropriate, 
late. 
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with woodland, and on a mount, ascending from the river, well defended by 
walls and ditches, rises this ancient edifice, which, as its Saxon name implies, 
was, previous to the Conquest, a royal residence of the kings of England. The 
outer walls have probably been added by the Normans, but the inner keep bears 
token of very great antiquity. It is situated on a mount at one angle of the inner 
court, and forms a complete circle of perhaps twenty-five feet in diameter. The 
wall is of immense thickness, and is propped or defended by six huge external 
buttresses which project from the circle, and rise up against the sides of the 
tower is if to strengthen or to support it. These massive buttresses are solid 
when they arise from the foundation, and a good way higher up; but are 
hollowed out towards the top, and terminate in a sort of turrets communicating 
with the interior of the keep itself. The distant appearance of this huge building, 
with these singular accompaniments, is as interesting to the lovers of the 
picturesque, as the interior of the castle is to the eager antiquary, whose 
imagination it carries back to the days of the Heptarchy. A barrow, in the 
vicinity of the castle, is pointed out as the tomb of the memorable Hengist; and 
various monuments, of great antiquity and curiosity, are shown in the 
neighbouring churchyard. 


When Coeur-de-Lion and his retinue approached this rude yet stately 
building, it was not, as at present, surrounded by external fortifications. The 
Saxon architect had exhausted his art in rendering the main keep defensible, and 
there was no other circumvallation than a rude barrier of palisades. 


A huge black banner, which floated from the top of the tower, announced 
that the obsequies of the late owner were still in the act of being solemnized. It 
bore no emblem of the deceased's birth or quality, for armorial bearings were 
then a novelty among the Norman chivalry themselves and, were totally 
unknown to the Saxons. But above the gate was another banner, on which the 
figure of a white horse, rudely painted, indicated the nation and rank of the 
deceased, by the well-known symbol of Hengist and his Saxon warriors. 


All around the castle was a scene of busy commotion; for such funeral 
banquets were times of general and profuse hospitality, which not only every 


Thesaurus 


accompaniments: (n) equipment, 
trimmings, fixing. 

armorial: (v) typical, symptomatic, 
symbolic, representative, 
pathognomonic, exponential, 
emblematic, diagnostic, diacritical, 
demonstrative, characteristic. 

ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up. 

buttresses: (n) ramparts, defenses. 


circumvallation: (n) ring fence, 


insupportable, unjustified, untenable. 


enceinte, rampart, battlement, railing, edifice: (n) building, structure, house, 


quickset hedge, park paling, paling, 
pale; (v) scarp, vallum. 

defensible: (adj) justifiable, 
defendable, pardonable, tenable, 
plausible, permissible, legitimate, 
vindicable, acceptable; (adj, v) 
excusable; (v) proof against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indefensible, 
vulnerable, unjustifiable, 
unwarranted, vindicable, invalid, 


hall, fabric, aviary, bagnio, 
bathhouse, abattoir, bawdyhouse, 
clubhouse. 

fortifications: (n) rampart, 
battlements, ramparts. 

hollowed: (adj) concave. 

obsequies: (n) funeral, exequies, 
interment, obit, exequy, parentation, 
last rites, wake, decease, death, 
funeral procession. 
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one who could claim the most distant connexion with the deceased, but all 
passengers whatsoever, were invited to partake. The wealth and consequence of 
the deceased Athelstane, occasioned this custom to be observed in the fullest 
extent. 


Numerous parties, therefore, were seen ascending and descending the hill on 
which the castle was situated; and when the King and his attendants entered the 
open and unguarded gates of the external barrier, the space within presented a 
scene not easily reconciled with the cause of the assemblage. In one place cooks 
were toiling to roast huge oxen, and fat sheep; in another, hogsheads of ale were 
set abroach, to be drained at the freedom of all comers. Groups of every 
description were to be seen devouring the food and swallowing the liquor thus 
abandoned to their discretion. The naked Saxon serf was drowning the sense of 
his half-year's hunger and thirst, in one day of gluttony and drunkenness--the 
more pampered burgess and guild-brother was eating his morsel with gust, or 
curiously criticising the quantity of the malt and the skill of the brewer. Some 
few of the poorer Norman gentry might also be seen, distinguished by their 
shaven chins and short cloaks, and not less so by their keeping together, and 
looking with great scorn on the whole solemnity, even while condescending to 
avail themselves of the good cheer which was so liberally supplied. 


Mendicants were of course assembled by the score, together with strolling 
soldiers returned from Palestine, (according to their own account at least,) 
pedlars were displaying their wares, travelling mechanics were enquiring after 
employment, and wandering palmers, hedge-priests, Saxon minstrels, and Welsh 
bards, were muttering prayers, and extracting mistuned dirges from their harps, 
crowds, and rotes. 


One sent forth the praises of Athelstane in a doleful panegyric; another, in a 
Saxon genealogical poem, rehearsed the uncouth and harsh names of his noble 
ancestry. Jesters and jugglers were not awanting, nor was the occasion of the 
assembly supposed to render the exercise of their profession indecorous or 
improper. Indeed the ideas of the Saxons on these occasions were as natural as 
they were rude. If sorrow was thirsty, there was drink--if hungry, there was 


Thesaurus 
condescending: (adj) arrogant, doleful: (adj) mournful, sorrowful, unbecoming, impolite, unseemly, 
snobbish, superior, haughty, sad, disconsolate, melancholy, coarse, indelicate, inappropriate, 
gracious, patronizing, supercilious, miserable, piteous, dolorous, somber, untoward, immodest, unsuitable, 
arch, benign, affable, merciful. woeful; (adj, v) dolesome. tasteless. ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, ANTONYMS: (adj) gleeful, happy, decorous, proper, dignified, correct, 
unassuming, approachable, glad, cheery, elated, euphoric. decent. 
unpretentious, friendly, admiring, genealogical: (adj) genealogic, panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
modest, respectful, deferential. hereditary, racial, ancestral. commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
connexion: (n) conjunction, connector, gust: (n) eruption, flurry, blow, blast, | encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; (adj) 
connective, connection, association, puff, flare, explosion, gale, storm, panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, eloge. 
bond, concatenation, join, linkage, breeze; (adj, n) whiff. toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 


link, junction. indecorous: (adj) indecent, busy. 
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food--if it sunk down upon and saddened the heart, here were the means 
supplied of mirth, or at least of amusement. Nor did the assistants scorn to avail 
themselves of those means of consolation, although, every now and then, as if 
suddenly recollecting the cause which had brought them together, the men 
groaned in unison, while the females, of whom many were present, raised up 
their voices and shrieked for very woe. 


Such was the scene in the castle-yard at Coningsburgh when it was entered 
by Richard and his followers. The seneschal or steward deigned not to take 
notice of the groups of inferior guests who were perpetually entering and 
withdrawing, unless so far as was necessary to preserve order; nevertheless he 
was struck by the good mien of the Monarch and Ivanhoe, more especially as he 
imagined the features of the latter were familiar to him. Besides, the approach of 
two knights, for such their dress bespoke them, was a rare event at a Saxon 
solemnity, and could not but be regarded as a sort of honour to the deceased and 
his family. And in his sable dress, and holding in his hand his white wand of 
office, this important personage made way through the miscellaneous 
assemblage of guests, thus conducting Richard and Ivanhoe to the entrance of 
the tower. Gurth and Wamba speedily found acquaintances in the court-yard, 
nor presumed to intrude themselves any farther until their presence should be 
required. 


Thesaurus 


acquaintances: (n) associates. 

assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, 
confluence, gathering, gang, 
convention, convocation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, 
scattering. 

assistants: (n) cabinet. 

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 


ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation. 

miscellaneous: (adj) heterogeneous, 
mixed, different, general, sundry, 
indiscriminate, motley, varied, 
diverse, multifarious, versatile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uniform, 
homogeneous, limited. 

presumed: (adj) supposed, reputed, 
putative, understood, alleged, 
probable, theoretical. 


saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) satisfied. 

unison: (n) agreement, union, accord, 
coincidence, accordance, concord, 
unity, unisonance, concurrence, 
consonance, concordance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disarray. 
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CHAPTER XLII 


I found them winding of Marcello's corpse. 
And there was such a solemn melody, 
'Twixt doleful songs, tears, and sad elegies,-- 
Such as old grandames, watching by the dead, 
Are wont to outwear the night with. 
Old Play 


The mode of entering the great tower of Coningsburgh Castle is very 
peculiar, and partakes of the rude simplicity of the early times in which it was 
erected. A flight of steps, so deep and narrow as to be almost precipitous, leads 
up to a low portal in the south side of the tower, by which the adventurous 
antiquary may still, or at least could a few years since, gain access to a small stair 
within the thickness of the main wall of the tower, which leads up to the third 
story of the building,--the two lower being dungeons or vaults, which neither 
receive air nor light, save by a square hole in the third story, with which they 
seem to have communicated by a ladder. The access to the upper apartments in 
the tower which consist in all of four stories, is given by stairs which are carried 
up through the external buttresses. 


By this difficult and complicated entrance, the good King Richard, followed 
by his faithful Ivanhoe, was ushered into the round apartment which occupies 
the whole of the third story from the ground. Wilfred, by the difficulties of the 


Thesaurus 


adventurous: (adj) unsafe, consist: (n, v) be; (adj, v) lie; (v) belong, misery, multiplied, attainment. 


venturesome, enterprising, plucky, 
audacious, bold, courageous, daring, 
brave, foolhardy, rash. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) cautious, prudent, careful, timid. 


complicated: (adj, v) intricate; (adj) 
elaborate, hard, complicate, difficult, 
sophisticated, awkward, convoluted, 
obscure, deep; (v) involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
clear, easy, plain, primitive, direct, 
amicable, basic. 


fit, comprise, lie in, reside, exist, 
make up; (adj, n) abide; (n) agree. 

ladder: (n, v) run; (n) stair, stepladder, 
steps, stairs, degree, washboard, 
flight of stairs, stile, stairway, 
staircase. 

mode: (n) means, method, form, way, 
style, custom, condition, guise; (n, v) 
manner, fashion, wise. 

occupies: (v) acquisition, Addison, 
engross, absorb, etymology, Milman, 


outwear: (v) wear, outlast, beat, 
survive, surpass, surmount, deplete, 
hold out, wear out, outmatch, 
outstrip. 

peculiar: (adj) particular, odd, 
exceptional, different, extraordinary, 
curious, eccentric, characteristic, 
anomalous, abnormal, distinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, typical, 
common, universal, explicable, 
conventional. 
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ascent, gained time to muffle his face in his mantle, as it had been held expedient 
that he should not present himself to his father until the King should give him 
the signal. 


There were assembled in this apartment, around a large oaken table, about a 
dozen of the most distinguished representatives of the Saxon families in the 
adjacent counties. They were all old, or, at least, elderly men; for the younger 
race, to the great displeasure of the seniors, had, like Ivanhoe, broken down 
many of the barriers which separated for half a century the Norman victors from 
the vanquished Saxons. The downcast and sorrowful looks of these venerable 
men, their silence and their mournful posture, formed a strong contrast to the 
levity of the revellers on the outside of the castle. Their grey locks and long full 
beards, together with their antique tunics and loose black mantles, suited well 
with the singular and rude apartment in which they were seated, and gave the 
appearance of a band of ancient worshippers of Woden, recalled to life to mourn 
over the decay of their national glory. 


Cedric, seated in equal rank among his countrymen, seemed yet, by common 
consent, to act as chief of the assembly. Upon the entrance of Richard (only 
known to him as the valorous Knight of the Fetterlock) he arose gravely, and 
gave him welcome by the ordinary salutation, "Waes hael", raising at the same 
time a goblet to his head. The King, no stranger to the customs of his English 
subjects, returned the greeting with the appropriate words, "Drinc hael", and 
partook of a cup which was handed to him by the sewer. The same courtesy was 
offered to Ivanhoe, who pledged his father in silence, supplying the usual speech 
by an inclination of his head, lest his voice should have been recognised. 


When this introductory ceremony was performed, Cedric arose, and, 
extending his hand to Richard, conducted him into a small and very rude chapel, 
which was excavated, as it were, out of one of the external buttresses. As there 
was no opening, saving a little narrow loop-hole, the place would have been 
nearly quite dark but for two flambeaux or torches, which showed, by a red and 
smoky light, the arched roof and naked walls, the rude altar of stone, and the 
crucifix of the same material. 


Thesaurus 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) downhearted, discouraged. incipient, basic, opening, first, 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, prefatorial, preparatory, prelusive; 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, vivacious, cheery, elated, joyous, up, (adj, v) inceptive, preliminary, 
crooked. positive. prefatory. 

ascent: (n) ascension, climb, dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars. smoky: (adj) murky, hazy, fumid, 
ascending, elevation, hill, incline, excavated: (adj) concave, hollow. vaporous, opaque, muddy, famish, 
advance, grade; (n, v) rise; (v) ascend, greeting: (n) welcome, salutation, burnt; (v) sooty, smutty, dusty. 
uprise. ANTONYMS: (n) fall, drop, address, greet, compliments, ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, fresh, clear. 
declivity. acknowledgment, accost, hello, hullo, supplying: (n) supply, issue, feeding, 

downcast: (adj) depressed, dejected, nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: (n) logistics, issuing, issuance, irrigation, 
dispirited, blue, desolate, goodbye. alimentation, purveyance; (v) furnish, 


disconsolate, gloomy, low, sad, introductory: (adj) elementary, provide. 
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Before this altar was placed a bier, and on each side of this bier kneeled three 
priests, who told their beads, and muttered their prayers, with the greatest signs 
of external devotion. For this service a splendid "soul-scat" was paid to the 
convent of Saint Edmund's by the mother of the deceased; and, that it might be 
fully deserved, the whole brethren, saving the lame Sacristan, had transferred 
themselves to Coningsburgh, where, while six of their number were constantly 
on guard in the performance of divine rites by the bier of Athelstane, the others 
failed not to take their share of the refreshments and amusements which went on 
at the castle. In maintaining this pious watch and ward, the good monks were 
particularly careful not to interrupt their hymns for an instant, lest Zernebock, 
the ancient Saxon Apollyon, should lay his clutches on the departed Athelstane. 
Now were they less careful to prevent any unhallowed layman from touching 
the pall, which, having been that used at the funeral of Saint Edmund, was liable 
to be desecrated, if handled by the profane. If, in truth, these attentions could be 
of any use to the deceased, he had some right to expect them at the hands of the 
brethren of Saint Edmund's, since, besides a hundred mancuses of gold paid 
down as the soul-ransom, the mother of Athelstane had announced her intention 
of endowing that foundation with the better part of the lands of the deceased, in 
order to maintain perpetual prayers for his soul, and that of her departed 
husband. Richard and Wilfred followed the Saxon Cedric into the apartment of 
death, where, as their guide pointed with solemn air to the untimely bier of 
Athelstane, they followed his example in devoutly crossing themselves, and 
muttering a brief prayer for the weal of the departed soul. 


This act of pious charity performed, Cedric again motioned them to follow 
him, gliding over the stone floor with a noiseless tread; and, after ascending a 
few steps, opened with great caution the door of a small oratory, which adjoined 
to the chapel. It was about eight feet square, hollowed, like the chapel itself, out 
of the thickness of the wall; and the loop-hole, which enlightened it, being to the 
west, and widening considerably as it sloped inward, a beam of the setting sun 
found its way into its dark recess, and showed a female of a dignified mien, and 
whose countenance retained the marked remains of majestic beauty. Her long 
mourning robes and her flowing wimple of black cypress, enhanced the 


Thesaurus 
desecrated: (adj) impure, dishonored, appropriation. chapel, tabernacle, valediction, 
unclean. ANTONYM: (adj) muttering: (n) grumbling, mutter, cathedral, public speaking. 
consecrated. murmuring, grumble, murmuration, pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 
dignified: (adj) exalted, majestic, murmur vowel, complaint, heart curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
noble, grand, lofty, respectable, murmur, cardiac murmur; (adj) cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust. 
solemn, distinguished, lordly, high; mumbling, faint. widening: (n) growth, extension, 
(adj, v) great. ANTONYMS: (adj) noiseless: (adj) quiet, silent, soundless, amplification, change of shape, 
undignified, foolish, dishonorable, hushed, voiceless, mute, stealthy, dilation, increment, output, outturn, 
boisterous, unceremonious, dumb, soft, calm, tranquil. turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing. 
unseemly, vulgar, poor, lowly, ANTONYM: (adj) heavy. wimple: (n) bonnet, castor, tile, 
modest, base. oratory: (n) elocution, rhetoric, headdress, headgear, wideawake; (v) 


endowing: (v) endow; (n) declamation, speech, oration, church, whimple. 
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whiteness of her skin, and the beauty of her light-coloured and flowing tresses, 
which time had neither thinned nor mingled with silver. Her countenance 
expressed the deepest sorrow that is consistent with resignation. On the stone 
table before her stood a crucifix of ivory, beside which was laid a missal, having 
its pages richly illuminated, and its boards adorned with clasps of gold, and 
bosses of the same precious metal. 


"Noble Edith," said Cedric, after having stood a moment silent, as if to give 
Richard and Wilfred time to look upon the lady of the mansion, "these are 
worthy strangers, come to take a part in thy sorrows. And this, in especial, is the 
valiant Knight who fought so bravely for the deliverance of him for whom we 
this day mourn." 


"His bravery has my thanks," returned the lady; "although it be the will of 
Heaven that it should be displayed in vain. I thank, too, his courtesy, and that of 
his companion, which hath brought them hither to behold the widow of Adeling, 
the mother of Athelstane, in her deep hour of sorrow and lamentation. To your 
care, kind kinsman, I intrust them, satisfied that they will want no hospitality 
which these sad walls can yet afford." 


The guests bowed deeply to the mourning parent, and withdrew from their 
hospitable guide. 


Another winding stair conducted them to an apartment of the same size with 
that which they had first entered, occupying indeed the story immediately above. 
From this room, ere yet the door was opened, proceeded a low and melancholy 
strain of vocal music. When they entered, they found themselves in the presence 
of about twenty matrons and maidens of distinguished Saxon lineage. Four 
maidens, Rowena leading the choir, raised a hymn for the soul of the deceased, 
of which we have only been able to decipher two or three stanzas:-- 


Dust unto dust, To this all must; The tenant hath resign'd The faded form To 
waste and worm-- Corruption claims her kind. 


Through paths unknown Thy soul hath flown, To seek the realms of woe, 
Where fiery pain Shall purge the stain Of actions done below. 


Thesaurus 
bosses: (n) management. specific, chief, individual, distinct, dye, smear, disgrace, mark, soil, dirt, 
bravery: (n) courage, fortitude, distinctive, characteristic, defile. ANTONYMS: (v) enhance, 
audacity, valor, boldness, mettle, appropriate, peculiar, express. dignify, clean. 
nerve, manhood, valiancy, heart, ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, thinned: (adj) dilute, gelded, hurt, 
heroism. ANTONYMS: (n) fear, common, unexceptional, usual. mown, slashed, split, watered down, 
anxiety, fearfulness, timidity. illuminated: (adj) lit, lighted, weakened, gashed, lessened, weak. 
decipher: (v) interpret, explain, solve, luminous, enlightened, clear, light, vocal: (adj) oral, unwritten, outspoken, 
decode, translate, disentangle, shining, irradiated, lighter, Lighty, noisy, phonetic, sonant, sonorous, 
resolve, construe, read, decrypt, irradiate. voiced, vowel, sung, eloquent. 
discover. ANTONYMS: (v) encode, occupying: (n) commencement, ANTONYMS: (adj) written, 
code, encipher, scramble, confuse. employment, moving in, occupation. instrumental, shy, introverted, 


especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, stain: (n, v) spot, blemish, tarnish, blot, modest, silent. 
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In that sad place, By Mary's grace, Brief may thy dwelling be Till prayers and 
alms, And holy psalms, Shall set the captive free. 


While this dirge was sang, in a low and melancholy tone, by the female 
choristers, the others were divided into two bands, of which one was engaged in 
bedecking, with such embroidery as their skill and taste could compass, a large 
silken pall, destined to cover the bier of Athelstane, while the others busied 
themselves in selecting, from baskets of flowers placed before them, garlands, 
which they intended for the same mournful purpose. The behaviour of the 
maidens was decorous, if not marked with deep affliction; but now and then a 
whisper or a smile called forth the rebuke of the severer matrons, and here and 
there might be seen a damsel more interested in endeavouring to find out how 
her mourning-robe became her, than in the dismal ceremony for which they were 
preparing. Neither was this propensity (if we must needs confess the truth) at 
all diminished by the appearance of two strange knights, which occasioned some 
looking up, peeping, and whispering. Rowena alone, too proud to be vain, paid 
her greeting to her deliverer with a graceful courtesy. Her demeanour was 
serious, but not dejected; and it may be doubted whether thoughts of Ivanhoe, 
and of the uncertainty of his fate, did not claim as great a share in her gravity as 
the death of her kinsman. 


To Cedric, however, who, as we have observed, was not remarkably clear- 
sighted on such occasions, the sorrow of his ward seemed so much deeper than 
any of the other maidens, that he deemed it proper to whisper the explanation-- 
"She was the affianced bride of the noble Athelstane."--It may be doubted 
whether this communication went a far way to increase Wilfred's disposition to 
sympathize with the mourners of Coningsburgh. 


Having thus formally introduced the guests to the different chambers in 
which the obsequies of Athelstane were celebrated under different forms, Cedric 
conducted them into a small room, destined, as he informed them, for the 
exclusive accomodation of honourable guests, whose more slight connexion with 
the deceased might render them unwilling to join those who were immediately 


Thesaurus 
affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) distress, impolite, improper, misbehaving, aptness, proneness, predisposition, 
regret, martyrdom, torment, curse, unsuitable, unrefined, relaxed, predilection, penchant. ANTONYM: 
trial, bane, misadventure, sorrow, inappropriate, rowdy, undignified, (n) inability. 
agony. ANTONYMS: (n) gift, defiant, unseemly. selecting: (n) picking, option; (v) 
godsend, solace, blessing. dirge: (n) coronach, threnode, choose; (adj) selective, electoral, 
clear-sighted: (adj) discerning, threnody, requiem, lamentation, elective, eclectic. 
perspicacious, clairvoyant, epicedium, elegy, song, monody; sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
intelligent, observant, judicious. (adj) deep death song, nenia. condole, compassionate, feel, 
decorous: (adj) decent, appropriate, peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, sympathise, identify with, empathize, 
conventional, sedate, correct, modest, chirping; (adj) inquisitive. have compassion, feel sorry for, feel 
prim, proper; (adj, v) becoming, propensity: (n) proclivity, leaning, for. ANTONYMS: (v) disapprove, 


seemly, comely. ANTONYMS: (adj) disposition, bias, bent, aptitude, disregard. 
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effected by the unhappy event. He assured them of every accommodation, and 
was about to withdraw when the Black Knight took his hand. 


"I crave to remind you, noble Thane," he said, "that when we last parted, you 
promised, for the service I had the fortune to render you, to grant me a boon." 


"It is granted ere named, noble Knight," said Cedric; "yet, at this sad moment- 


"Of that also," said the King, "I have bethought me--but my time is brief-- 
neither does it seem to me unfit, that, when closing the grave on the noble 
Athelstane, we should deposit therein certain prejudices and hasty opinions." 


"Sir Knight of the Fetterlock," said Cedric, colouring, and interrupting the 
King in his turn, "I trust your boon regards yourself and no other; for in that 
which concerns the honour of my house, it is scarce fitting that a stranger should 
mingle." 

"Nor do I wish to mingle," said the King, mildly, "unless in so far as you will 
admit me to have an interest. As yet you have known me but as the Black Knight 
of the Fetterlock--Know me now as Richard Plantagenet." 


"Richard of Anjou!" exclaimed Cedric, stepping backward with the utmost 
astonishment. 


"No, noble Cedric--Richard of England!--whose deepest interest --whose 
deepest wish, is to see her sons united with each other. --And, how now, worthy 
Thane! hast thou no knee for thy prince?" 


"To Norman blood," said Cedric, "it hath never bended." 


"Reserve thine homage then," said the Monarch, "until I shall prove my right 
to it by my equal protection of Normans and English." 


"Prince," answered Cedric, "I have ever done justice to thy bravery and thy 
worth--Nor am I ignorant of thy claim to the crown through thy descent from 
Matilda, niece to Edgar Atheling, and daughter to Malcolm of Scotland. But 
Matilda, though of the royal Saxon blood, was not the heir to the monarchy." 


Thesaurus 

colouring: (n) coloration, painting, donor. mildly: (adv) moderately, placidly, 
colour, coloring, color, tincture, tint, homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, gently, tenderly, graciously, softly, 
hue, colouration, dyeing, exterior fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, lightly, kindly, calmly, sweetly, 
condition. worship, veneration, deference, suavely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

effected: (adj) completed, complete, devotion, compliment. passionately, intensely, extremely, 
finished, fulfilled, done, realized, ignorant: (adj) unconscious, unwitting, enormously, pithily, powerfully, 
conventional, constituted, rude, illiterate, uneducated, blind, harshly, severely, considerably. 
established. dull, unaware, uninformed, remind: (v) recollect, prompt, recall, 

heir: (n) beneficiary, successor, unlearned, innocent. ANTONYMS: commemorate, call up, memorialize, 
offspring, inheritor, heiress, receiver, (adj) conscious, versed, cultured, hint, jog, inform, think; (n, v) mind. 
progeny, heritor, descendant, scion, educated, informed, wary, literate, 


issue. ANTONYMS: (n) ancestor, aware, polite. 
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"I will not dispute my title with thee, noble Thane," said Richard, calmly; "but 
I will bid thee look around thee, and see where thou wilt find another to be put 
into the scale against it." 


"And hast thou wandered hither, Prince, to tell me so?" said Cedric--"To 
upbraid me with the ruin of my race, ere the grave has closed o'er the last scion 
of Saxon royalty?"--His countenance darkened as he spoke.--"It was boldly--it 
was rashly done!" 


"Not so, by the holy rood!" replied the King; "it was done in the frank 
confidence which one brave man may repose in another, without a shadow of 
danger." 


"Thou sayest well, Sir King--for King I own thou art, and wilt be, despite of 
my feeble opposition.--I dare not take the only mode to prevent it, though thou 
hast placed the strong temptation within my reach!" 


"And now to my boon," said the King, "which I ask not with one jot the loss 
confidence, that thou hast refused to acknowledge my lawful sovereignty. I 
require of thee, as a man of thy word, on pain of being held faithless, man-sworn, 
and 'nidering', to forgive and receive to thy paternal affection the good knight, 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe. In this reconciliation thou wilt own I have an interest--the 
happiness of my friend, and the quelling of dissension among my faithful 
people." 

"And this is Wilfred!" said Cedric, pointing to his son. 


"My father!--my father!" said Ivanhoe, prostrating himself at Cedric's feet, 
"grant me thy forgiveness!" 


"Thou hast it, my son," said Cedric, raising him up. "The son of Hereward 
knows how to keep his word, even when it has been passed to a Norman. But let 
me see thee use the dress and costume of thy English ancestry--no short cloaks, 
no gay bonnets, no fantastic plumage in my decent household. He that would 
be the son of Cedric, must show himself of English ancestry.--Thou art about to 
speak," he added, sternly, "and I guess the topic. The Lady Rowena must 
complete two years' mourning, as for a betrothed husband--all our Saxon 


Thesaurus 
betrothed: (adj) affianced, intended, real, unpleasant, tiny, plausible, reconciliation: (n, v) concord, peace, 
bespoken, busy, occupied, normal, lousy, little, Lilliputian, poor. harmony; (n) adjustment, agreement, 
contracted, attached, bargained for; lawful: (adj) legal, just, rightful, rapprochement, pacification, 
(n) fiance, fiancee; (v) engage. constitutional, true, right, justifiable, | reconcilement, conciliation, 
costume: (n) clothing, clothes, apparel, licit, regular; (n, v) allowable; (adj, v) | appeasement, mediation. 
garb, suit, outfit, uniform, garments, permissible. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (n) incitement, war. 
drapery; (n, v) dress; (v) clothe. unlawful, prohibited, temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
fantastic: (adj) bizarre, extraordinary, unconstitutional. bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
antic, marvelous, fantastical, quelling: (n) crushing, suppression, invitation, seduction, inducement, 
grotesque, wonderful, extravagant, stifling, quell, forceful prevention, allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
terrific, strange, illusory. inhibition, curtailment, appeasement, dislike, discouragement. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, ordinary, bar, prevention. 
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ancestors would disown us were we to treat of a new union for her ere the grave 
of him she should have wedded--him, so much the most worthy of her hand by 
birth and ancestry--is yet closed. The ghost of Athelstane himself would burst 
his bloody cerements and stand before us to forbid such dishonour to his 
memory." 


It seemed as if Cedric's words had raised a spectre; for, scarce had he uttered 
them ere the door flew open, and Athelstane, arrayed in the garments of the 
grave, stood before them, pale, haggard, and like something arisen from the 
dead! 


The effect of this apparition on the persons present was utterly appalling. 
Cedric started back as far as the wall of the apartment would permit, and, 
leaning against it as one unable to support himself, gazed on the figure of his 
friend with eyes that seemed fixed, and a mouth which he appeared incapable of 
shutting. Ivanhoe crossed himself, repeating prayers in Saxon, Latin, or 
Norman-French, as they occurred to his memory, while Richard alternately said, 
"Benedicite", and swore, "Mort de ma vie!" 


In the meantime, a horrible noise was heard below stairs, some crying, 
"Secure the treacherous monks!"--others, "Down with them into the dungeon!"-- 
others, "Pitch them from the highest battlements!" 


"In the name of God!" said Cedric, addressing what seemed the spectre of his 
departed friend, "if thou art mortal, speak!--if a departed spirit, say for what 
cause thou dost revisit us, or if I can do aught that can set thy spirit at repose.-- 
Living or dead, noble Athelstane, speak to Cedric!" 


"I will," said the spectre, very composedly, "when I have collected breath, and 
when you give me time--Alive, saidst thou? --I am as much alive as he can be 
who has fed on bread and water for three days, which seem three ages--Yes, 
bread and water, Father Cedric! By Heaven, and all saints in it, better food hath 
not passed my weasand for three livelong days, and by God's providence it is 
that I am now here to tell it." 


Thesaurus 
alternately: (adv) alternatively, by lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. (v) depart. 
turns, in turn, secondarily, ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, healthy. closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, providence: (n) forethought, fortune, culmination, closedown; (adj) 
adv) on and off. fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, economy, caution, precaution, opening. 
quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, chance. ANTONYM: (n) spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, shade, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly, improvidence. phantom, apparition, ghost, spook, 
staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: (adv) revisit: (v) go back, get back, frequent, wraith, revenant, terror, eidolon. 
nervously. come back, review, revise, flood back, weasand: (n) throat, trachea, nostril, 
haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, return to, go home, hang around in, nozzle, sucker, shaft, orifice, vent, 


cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, have a second look at. ANTONYM: funnel, chimney, muzzle. 


Walter Scott 525 


"Why, noble Athelstane," said the Black Knight, "I myself saw you struck 
down by the fierce Templar towards the end of the storm at Torquilstone, and as 
I thought, and Wamba reported, your skull was cloven through the teeth." 


"You thought amiss, Sir Knight," said Athelstane, "and Wamba lied. My 
teeth are in good order, and that my supper shall presently find--No thanks to 
the Templar though, whose sword turned in his hand, so that the blade struck 
me flatlings, being averted by the handle of the good mace with which I warded 
the blow; had my steel-cap been on, I had not valued it a rush, and had dealt him 
such a counter-buff as would have spoilt his retreat. But as it was, down I went, 
stunned, indeed, but unwounded. Others, of both sides, were beaten down and 
slaughtered above me, so that I never recovered my senses until I found myself 
in a coffin--(an open one, by good luck)--placed before the altar of the church of 
Saint Edmund's. I sneezed repeatedly--groaned--awakened and would have 
arisen, when the Sacristan and Abbot, full of terror, came running at the noise, 
surprised, doubtless, and no way pleased to find the man alive, whose heirs they 
had proposed themselves to be. I asked for wine --they gave me some, but it 
must have been highly medicated, for I slept yet more deeply than before, and 
wakened not for many hours. I found my arms swathed down--my feet tied so 
fast that mine ankles ache at the very remembrance--the place was utterly dark-- 
the oubliette, as I suppose, of their accursed convent, and from the close, stifled, 
damp smell, I conceive it is also used for a place of sepulture. I had strange 
thoughts of what had befallen me, when the door of my dungeon creaked, and 
two villain monks entered. They would have persuaded me I was in purgatory, 
but I knew too well the pursy short-breathed voice of the Father Abbot.--Saint 
Jeremy! how different from that tone with which he used to ask me for another 
slice of the haunch! --the dog has feasted with me from Christmas to Twelfth- 
night." 

"Have patience, noble Athelstane," said the King, "take breath --tell your story 
at leisure--beshrew me but such a tale is as well worth listening to as a romance." 


"Ay but, by the rood of Bromeholm, there was no romance in the matter!" 
said Athelstane.--"A barley loaf and a pitcher of water --that THEY gave me, the 


Thesaurus 
amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue. (adj) out of breath, panting, blown, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) lied: (n) song, hymn. gasping, pursive, winded, pussy, 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. oubliette: (n) donjon, keep, crypt, breathless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) closet, abditory, adytum, Bastille, sepulture: (n, v) interment, 
perfectly, properly, suitably, fortress, stronghold. inhumation; (n) sepulchre, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, hurler, entombment, grave, mausoleum, 
okay, correct, good. creamer, container, pail, bucket, funeral, sepulcher, burial chamber, 
cloven: (adj) bisulcate, cleaved, flagon, tankard. repository, monument. 
divided. purgatory: (n) limbo, abyss, purgation, stifled: (adj) strangled, suppressed, 


haunch: (n) loin, thigh, hindquarters, hell, situation, imaginary place, living muffled, deafened, completely 
flank, hip, ham, rump, buttock, small death, punishment, Gehenna, grief. covered, dead, deadened, weak, deaf 
of the back, waist, body part. pursy: (v) obese, puffy, oedematous; corn, regardless, decayed. 
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niggardly traitors, whom my father, and I myself, had enriched, when their best 
resources were the flitches of bacon and measures of corn, out of which they 
wheedled poor serfs and bondsmen, in exchange for their prayers --the nest of 
foul ungrateful vipers--barley bread and ditch water to, such a patron as I had 
been! I will smoke them out of their nest, though I be excommunicated!" 


"But, in the name of Our Lady, noble Athelstane," said Cedric, grasping the 
hand of his friend, "how didst thou escape this imminent danger--did their hearts 
relent?" 


"Did their hearts relent!" echoed Athelstane.--"Do rocks melt with the sun? I 
should have been there still, had not some stir in the Convent, which I find was 
their procession hitherward to eat my funeral feast, when they well knew how 
and where I had been buried alive, summoned the swarm out of their hive. I 
heard them droning out their death-psalms, little judging they were sung in 
respect for my soul by those who were thus famishing my body. They went, 
however, and I waited long for food--no wonder--the gouty Sacristan was even 
too busy with his own provender to mind mine. At length down he came, with 
an unstable step and a strong flavour of wine and spices about his person. Good 
cheer had opened his heart, for he left me a nook of pasty and a flask of wine, 
instead of my former fare. I ate, drank, and was invigorated; when, to add to my 
good luck, the Sacristan, too totty to discharge his duty of turnkey fitly, locked 
the door beside the staple, so that it fell ajar. The light, the food, the wine, set my 
invention to work. The staple to which my chains were fixed, was more rusted 
than I or the villain Abbot had supposed. Even iron could not remain without 
consuming in the damps of that infernal dungeon." 

"Take breath, noble Athelstane," said Richard, "and partake of some 
refreshment, ere you proceed with a tale so dreadful." 

"Partake!" quoth Athelstane; "I have been partaking five times to-day--and yet 
a morsel of that savoury ham were not altogether foreign to the matter; and I 
pray you, fair sir, to do me reason in a cup of wine." 

The guests, though still agape with astonishment, pledged their resuscitated 
landlord, who thus proceeded in his story:--He had indeed now many more 


Thesaurus 
ajar: (v) dissentient, unclosed, fittingly, decorously, aptly, niggardly: (adj) mean, stingy, 
unstopped, wide open, out of tune; befittingly, readily, accommodately, closefisted, parsimonious, grudging, 
(adj) open, gaping, partly open, not expediently, suitly, justly. close, near, skimpy, miserable, 
closed. gouty: (v) torminous; (adj) podagrous, penurious; (adj, v) avaricious. 
damps: (adj) humid. podagrical, arthritical; (n) gout. ANTONYM: (adj) graceful. 
droning: (adj) buzzing, humming, invigorated: (adj) brisk, reinvigorated, savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, 
abuzz, booming, monotonous, noisy; impudent, impertinent, energizing, appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, 
(n) bourdon, dawdler, drone pipe, energising, clean, bracing, refreshed. zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, 
idleness, monotone. ANTONYM: morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) gingery. 
(adj) varied. crumb, chew, particle, fragment, turnkey: (n) jailer, gaoler, keeper, 
famishing: (adj) hungry. taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, warder, jailor, guard, custodian, 


fitly: (adv) appropriately, properly, mite. screw, ranger, prison guard, custos. 
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auditors than those to whom it was commenced, for Edith, having given certain 
necessary orders for arranging matters within the Castle, had followed the dead- 
alive up to the stranger's apartment attended by as many of the guests, male and 
female, as could squeeze into the small room, while others, crowding the 
staircase, caught up an erroneous edition of the story, and transmitted it still 
more inaccurately to those beneath, who again sent it forth to the vulgar without, 
in a fashion totally irreconcilable to the real fact. Athelstane, however, went on 
as follows, with the history of his escape:-- 


"Finding myself freed from the staple, I dragged myself up stairs as well as a 
man loaded with shackles, and emaciated with fasting, might; and after much 
groping about, I was at length directed, by the sound of a jolly roundelay, to the 
apartment where the worthy Sacristan, an it so please ye, was holding a devil's 
mass with a huge beetle-browed, broad-shouldered brother of the grey-frock and 
cowl, who looked much more like a thief than a clergyman. I burst in upon them, 
and the fashion of my grave-clothes, as well as the clanking of my chains, made 
me more resemble an inhabitant of the other world than of this. Both stood 
aghast; but when I knocked down the Sacristan with my fist, the other fellow, his 
pot-companion, fetched a blow at me with a huge quarter-staff." 


"This must be our Friar Tuck, for a count's ransom," said Richard, looking at 
Ivanhoe. 


"He may be the devil, an he will," said Athelstane. "Fortunately he missed 
the aim; and on my approaching to grapple with him, took to his heels and ran 
for it. I failed not to set my own heels at liberty by means of the fetter-key, which 
hung amongst others at the sexton's belt; and I had thoughts of beating out the 
knave's brains with the bunch of keys, but gratitude for the nook of pasty and the 
flask of wine which the rascal had imparted to my captivity, came over my heart; 
so, with a brace of hearty kicks, I left him on the floor, pouched some baked meat, 
and a leathern bottle of wine, with which the two venerable brethren had been 
regaling, went to the stable, and found in a private stall mine own best palfrey, 
which, doubtless, had been set apart for the holy Father Abbot's particular use. 
Hither I came with all the speed the beast could compass--man and mother's son 


Thesaurus 
aghast: (adj) dismayed, appalled, investigative, incertain, blind, mistakenly, faultily, untruely, 
horrified, frightened, scared, probing, tentative, uncertain, unsure, sloppily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
terrified, confounded, astonished; (n) hesitant, exploratory. accurately, precisely, exactly, 
agape; (v) all agog, breathless. hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, correctly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undisturbed, sturdy, cheering, fervent, irreconcilable: (adj, n) inconsistent, 
unperturbed, unsurprised. wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, incongruous, discordant, contrary, 
emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, convivial; (adj, n) well. ANTONYMS: dissonant; (adj, v) incompatible, 
gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, (adj) unhealthy, frail, old, weak, hostile, repugnant; (adj) implacable, 
haggard, slender, slim, lanky. sluggish, unwholesome, meager. unreconcilable; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, heavy, inaccurately: (adv) inexactly, ANTONYMS: (adj) reconcilable, 
bloated, beefy, overweight. erroneously, imprecisely, wrongly, recoverable, compatible. 


groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, loosely, falsely, fallaciously, 
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flying before me wherever I came, taking me for a spectre, the more especially as, 
to prevent my being recognised, I drew the corpse-hood over my face. I had not 
gained admittance into my own castle, had I not been supposed to be the 
attendant of a juggler who is making the people in the castle-yard very merry, 
considering they are assembled to celebrate their lord's funeral --I say the sewer 
thought I was dressed to bear a part in the tregetour's mummery, and so I got 
admission, and did but disclose myself to my mother, and eat a hasty morsel, ere 
I came in quest of you, my noble friend." 


"And you have found me," said Cedric, "ready to resume our brave projects 
of honour and liberty. I tell thee, never will dawn a morrow so auspicious as the 
next, for the deliverance of the noble Saxon race." 


"Talk not to me of delivering any one," said Athelstane; "it is well I am 
delivered myself. I am more intent on punishing that villain Abbot. He shall 
hang on the top of this Castle of Coningsburgh, in his cope and stole; and if the 
stairs be too strait to admit his fat carcass, I will have him craned up from 
without." 


"But, my son," said Edith, "consider his sacred office." 


"Consider my three days' fast," replied Athelstane; "I will have their blood 
every one of them. Front-de-Boeuf was burnt alive for a less matter, for he kept a 
good table for his prisoners, only put too much garlic in his last dish of pottage. 
But these hypocritical, ungrateful slaves, so often the self-invited flatterers at my 
board, who gave me neither pottage nor garlic, more or less, they die, by the soul 
of Hengist!" 


"But the Pope, my noble friend,"--said Cedric-- 


"But the devil, my noble friend,"--answered Athelstane; "they die, and no 
more of them. Were they the best monks upon earth, the world would go on 
without them." 


"For shame, noble Athelstane," said Cedric; "forget such wretches in the 
career of glory which lies open before thee. Tell this Norman prince, Richard of 


Thesaurus 
auspicious: (adj) lucky, favorable, disclose: (v) declare, betray, reveal, deceiver, trickster, jockey, 
propitious, happy, prosperous, detect, divulge, discover, convey, prestigiator, conveyer. 
providential, successful, opportune; announce, air; (n, v) impart; (adj, v) punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, 
(adj, n) fortunate, helpful; (adj, v) confess. ANTONYMS: (v) secrete, labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
auspicial. ANTONYMS: (adj) withhold, hide, cover, deny, fold, punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
unfortunate, inopportune, suppress. accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unfavorable, untimely, ominous, garlic: (n) caviare, clove, ail, seasoning, undemanding. 
unlucky, insignificant. pickle, seasoner, alliaceous plant, sacred: (adj) holy, hallowed, dedicated, 
devil: (n) fiend, demon, ghost, flavoring, flavourer, flavouring; (adj) consecrated, divine, religious, pious, 
monster, Lucifer, Satan, Beelzebub, fungus. spiritual, inviolable, blessed; (adj, v) 
deuce, daemon; (v) torment, rag. juggler: (n) performer, magician, solemn. ANTONYMS: (adj) profane, 


ANTONYM: (n) angel. cheat, conjurer, prestidigitator, unconsecrated, cursed, breakable. 
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Anjou, that, lion-hearted as he is, he shall not hold undisputed the throne of 
Alfred, while a male descendant of the Holy Confessor lives to dispute it." 


"How!" said Athelstane, "is this the noble King Richard?" 


"It is Richard Plantagenet himself," said Cedric; "yet I need not remind thee 
that, coming hither a guest of free-will, he may neither be injured nor detained 
prisoner--thou well knowest thy duty to him as his host." 


"Ay, by my faith!" said Athelstane; "and my duty as a subject besides, for I 
here tender him my allegiance, heart and hand." 


"My son," said Edith, "think on thy royal rights!" 
"Think on the freedom of England, degenerate Prince!" said Cedric. 


"Mother and friend," said Athelstane, "a truce to your upbraidings--bread and 
water and a dungeon are marvellous mortifiers of ambition, and I rise from the 
tomb a wiser man than I descended into it. One half of those vain follies were 
puffed into mine ear by that perfidious Abbot Wolfram, and you may now judge 
if he is a counsellor to be trusted. Since these plots were set in agitation, I have 
had nothing but hurried journeys, indigestions, blows and bruises, 
imprisonments and starvation; besides that they can only end in the murder of 
some thousands of quiet folk. I tell you, I will be king in my own domains, and 
nowhere else; and my first act of dominion shall be to hang the Abbot." 


"And my ward Rowena," said Cedric--"I trust you intend not to desert her?" 


"Father Cedric," said Athelstane, "be reasonable. The Lady Rowena cares not 
for me--she loves the little finger of my kinsman Wilfred's glove better than my 
whole person. There she stands to avouch it--Nay, blush not, kinswoman, there 
is no shame in loving a courtly knight better than a country franklin --and do not 
laugh neither, Rowena, for grave-clothes and a thin visage are, God knows, no 
matter of merriment--Nay, an thou wilt needs laugh, I will find thee a better jest-- 
Give me thy hand, or rather lend it me, for I but ask it in the way of friendship. -- 
Here, cousin Wilfred of Ivanhoe, in thy favour I renounce and abjure--Hey! by 
Saint Dunstan, our cousin Wilfred hath vanished!--Yet, unless my eyes are still 
dazzled with the fasting I have undergone, I saw him stand there but even now." 


Thesaurus 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, kinswoman: (n) relative, aunt, auntie, thousands: (n) myriad, much, many. 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, aunty, kinsman, kindred, kin, detail, throne: (v) enthrone; (n) can, stool, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; description, consanguinity, blood place, fecal matter, potty, chair, 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) relation. cathedra, lavatory, crapper, pot. 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness. puffed: (adj) puff, bloated, distended, undisputed: (adj, v) undoubted, 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, puffy, tumid, turgid, swell, unquestioned; (adj) unchallenged, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, breathless, bepuffed, overflowing, unquestionable, accepted, 
fascinated, unsighted. out of breath. recognized, recognised, indubitable, 

detained: (adj) seized, locked up, starvation: (n) inanition, famine, absolute, decided; (v) uncontested. 
jailed, intransitive, tardy, inside, famishment, hungriness, privation, ANTONYMS: (adj) doubtful, 
caged, captive, behind bars; (n) in starving, malnutrition, dearth, disputable, dubious, individual, 


prison, under arrest. poverty, scarcity, esurience. questionable. 
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All now looked around and enquired for Ivanhoe, but he had vanished. It 
was at length discovered that a Jew had been to seek him; and that, after very 
brief conference, he had called for Gurth and his armour, and had left the castle. 


"Fair cousin," said Athelstane to Rowena, "could I think that this sudden 
disappearance of Ivanhoe was occasioned by other than the weightiest reason, I 
would myself resume--" 


But he had no sooner let go her hand, on first observing that Ivanhoe had 
disappeared, than Rowena, who had found her situation extremely 
embarrassing, had taken the first opportunity to escape from the apartment. 


"Certainly," quoth Athelstane, "women are the least to be trusted of all 
animals, monks and abbots excepted. I am an infidel, if I expected not thanks 
from her, and perhaps a kiss to boot--These cursed grave-clothes have surely a 
spell on them, every one flies from me.--To you I turn, noble King Richard, with 
the vows of allegiance, which, as a liege-subject--" 


But King Richard was gone also, and no one knew whither. At length it was 
learned that be had hastened to the court-yard, summoned to his presence the 
Jew who had spoken with Ivanhoe, and after a moment's speech with him, had 
called vehemently to horse, thrown himself upon a steed, compelled the Jew to 
mount another, and set off at a rate, which, according to Wamba, rendered the 
old Jew's neck not worth a penny's purchase. 


"By my halidome!" said Athelstane, "it is certain that Zernebock hath 
possessed himself of my castle in my absence. I return in my grave-clothes, a 
pledge restored from the very sepulchre, and every one I speak to vanishes as 
soon as they hear my voice! --But it skills not talking of it. Come, my friends-- 
such of you as are left, follow me to the banquet-hall, lest any more of us 
disappear--it is, I trust, as yet tolerably furnished, as becomes the obsequies of an 
ancient Saxon noble; and should we tarry any longer, who knows but the devil 
may fly off with the supper?" 


Thesaurus 


disappearance: (n) vanishing, loss, 
going, fade, evaporation, 
disappearing, departure, passing, 
death, receding, ending. 
ANTONYMS: (n) recurrence, 
appearing, arrival, renaissance, 
revitalization, show, emergence, 
survival. 

disappeared: (adj) lost, missing, 


extinct, vanished, left. ANTONYM: 


(adj) remaining. 
embarrassing: (adj) cumbersome, 


sticky, inconvenient, disconcerting, 
difficult, shameful, humiliating, 
unpleasant, perplexing, clumsy; (v) 
embarrass. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameless, convenient, honorable, 
impressive, reassuring, wonderful. 

excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, 
excused. 

mount: (n, v) rise, climb, frame; (v) 


board, arise, advance, jump, increase; 


(n) hill, mountain; (adj, v) ride. 
ANTONYMS: (v) drop, decrease, 


wane, dismount; (n) valley, hollow. 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, died 
out, absent, dead, wiped out, bygone; 
(v) exhausted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
found, living. 

vehemently: (adj, adv) ardently; (adv) 
violently, zealously, strongly, 
fervently, passionately, ferociously, 
fervidly, keenly, intensely, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, gently, 
impassively. 
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CHAPTER XLIII 


Be Mowbray's sins so heavy in his bosom, 
That they may break his foaming courser's back, 
And throw the rider headlong in the lists, 
A caitiff recreant! 
Richard II 


Our scene now returns to the exterior of the Castle, or Preceptory, of 
Templestowe, about the hour when the bloody die was to be cast for the life or 
death of Rebecca. It was a scene of bustle and life, as if the whole vicinity had 
poured forth its inhabitants to a village wake, or rural feast. But the earnest 
desire to look on blood and death, is not peculiar to those dark ages; though in 
the gladiatorial exercise of single combat and general tourney, they were 
habituated to the bloody spectacle of brave men failing by each other's hands. 
Even in our own days, when morals are better understood, an execution, a 
bruising match, a riot, or a meeting of radical reformers, collects, at considerable 
hazard to themselves, immense crowds of spectators, otherwise little interested, 
except to see how matters are to be conducted, or whether the heroes of the day 
are, in the heroic language of insurgent tailors, flints or dunghills. 


The eyes, therefore, of a very considerable multitude, were bent on the gate of 
the Preceptory of Templestowe, with the purpose of witnessing the procession; 
while still greater numbers had already surrounded the tiltyard belonging to that 


Thesaurus 
bruising: (n) discoloration, (adj) untrained. 
haemorrhage, bloom, staining, streak, heroic: (adj) courageous, brave, 


ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) loyal, 
content, conventional. 


yellowing, mark, tint, stain; (adj) 
harmful, forceful. 

gladiatorial: (v) polemic, pugilistic; 
(adj) disputatious, combative, 
warlike, quarrelsome, militant, 
gladiatory. 

habituated: (v) given to, addicted to, 
attuned to; (adj, v) used to; (adj) 
addicted, wont, trained, inured, used, 
inveterate, hardened. ANTONYM: 


fearless, chivalrous, dauntless, 
valiant, grand, intrepid, gallant, 
impressive, heroical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearful, normal, despicable, 
lowly. 

insurgent: (adj, n) radical, incendiary; 
(adj) lawless, rebellious, mutinous, 
seditious, insubordinate; (n) 
anarchist, insurrectionist, 
revolutionary, mutineer. 


spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 
exhibition, phenomenon, appearance, 
spectacles, view, wonder; (n, v) sight, 
parade. ANTONYM: (n) 
understatement. 

vicinity: (n) region, district, proximity, 
place, neighbourhood, locality, 
environs, vicinage, area, propinquity, 
nearness. 
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establishment. This enclosure was formed ona piece of level ground adjoining to 
the Preceptory, which had been levelled with care, for the exercise of military 
and chivalrous sports. It occupied the brow of a soft and gentle eminence, was 
carefully palisaded around, and, as the Templars willingly invited spectators to 
be witnesses of their skill in feats of chivalry, was amply supplied with galleries 
and benches for their use. 


On the present occasion, a throne was erected for the Grand Master at the 
east end, surrounded with seats of distinction for the Preceptors and Knights of 
the Order. Over these floated the sacred standard, called "Le Beau-seant", which 
was the ensign, as its name was the battle-cry, of the Templars. 


At the opposite end of the lists was a pile of faggots, so arranged around a 
stake, deeply fixed in the ground, as to leave a space for the victim whom they 
were destined to consume, to enter within the fatal circle, in order to be chained 
to the stake by the fetters which hung ready for that purpose. Beside this deadly 
apparatus stood four black slaves, whose colour and African features, then so 
little known in England, appalled the multitude, who gazed on them as on 
demons employed about their own diabolical exercises. These men stirred not, 
excepting now and then, under the direction of one who seemed their chief, to 
shift and replace the ready fuel. They looked not on the multitude. In fact, they 
seemed insensible of their presence, and of every thing save the discharge of 
their own horrible duty. 


And when, in speech with each other, they expanded their blubber lips, and 
showed their white fangs, as if they grinned at the thoughts of the expected 
tragedy, the startled commons could scarcely help believing that they were 
actually the familiar spirits with whom the witch had communed, and who, her 
time being out, stood ready to assist in her dreadful punishment. They 
whispered to each other, and communicated all the feats which Satan had 
performed during that busy and unhappy period, not failing, of course, to give 
the devil rather more than his due. 


Thesaurus 
amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, whimper; (adj) blubbery. mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, lavishly, chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, (adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
plentifully, richly, generously, bound. ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
enough, adequately, capaciously. consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, dissipate, use, squander, fritter, healthful, benign, innocuous, 
inadequately, illiberally, sparingly, expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) exciting. 
poorly. waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, enclosure: (n) appendage, annex, cage, 
apparatus: (n) appliance, device, abstain, conserve, make, store, appendix, addendum, barrier, 
tackle, implement, plant, equipment, accumulate, produce, manufacture, enclosing, pen, yard, hedge, addition. 
system, set, machine, organ, gear. hoard, gather, fast. performed: (adj, v) done, finished; (adj) 
blubber: (n, v) sob; (n) fat, grease, suet; deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) fulfilled. 


(v) weep, howl, snivel, wail, bawl, baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
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"Have you not heard, Father Dennet," quoth one boor to another advanced in 
years, "that the devil has carried away bodily the great Saxon Thane, Athelstane 


of Coningsburgh?" 


"Ay, but he brought him back though, by the blessing of God and Saint 


Dunstan." 


"How's that?" said a brisk young fellow, dressed in a green cassock 
embroidered with gold, and having at his heels a stout lad bearing a harp upon 
his back, which betrayed his vocation. The Minstrel seemed of no vulgar rank; 
for, besides the splendour of his gaily braidered doublet, he wore around his 
neck a silver chain, by which hung the "wrest", or key, with which he tuned his 
harp. On his right arm was a silver plate, which, instead of bearing, as usual, the 
cognizance or badge of the baron to whose family he belonged, had barely the 
word SHERWOOD engraved upon it.--"How mean you by that?" said the gay 
Minstrel, mingling in the conversation of the peasants; "I came to seek one 
subject for my rhyme, and, by'r Lady, I were glad to find two." 


"It is well avouched," said the elder peasant, "that after Athelstane of 
Coningsburgh had been dead four weeks--" 


"That is impossible," said the Minstrel; "I saw him in life at the Passage of 
Arms at Ashby-de-la-Zouche." 


"Dead, however, he was, or else translated," said the younger peasant; "for I 
heard the Monks of Saint Edmund's singing the death's hymn for him; and, 
moreover, there was a rich death-meal and dole at the Castle of Coningsburgh, 
as right was; and thither had I gone, but for Mabel Parkins, who--" 


"Ay, dead was Athelstane," said the old man, shaking his head, "and the more 
pity it was, for the old Saxon blood--" 


"But, your story, my masters--your story," said the Minstrel, somewhat 


impatiently. 


"Ay, ay--construe us the story," said a burly Friar, who stood beside them, 
leaning on a pole that exhibited an appearance between a pilgrim's staff and a 
quarter-staff, and probably acted as either when occasion served,--"Your story," 


badge: (n) sign, emblem, insignia, 
medal, token, plaque, symbol, logo, 
indication, identification, 
characteristic. 


Thesaurus 


acquaintance; (n) sense, 
consciousness, ken, notice, 
jurisdiction, note, observation, 
recognition; (v) knowledge. 


brisk: (adj) bracing, agile, alive, bright, dole: (v) dispense; (n) mite, grant, 


lively, acute, alert, energetic, 
sprightly; (adj, v) quick, smart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soporific, 
sluggish, hesitant, tedious, 
temperate, inactive, civil, torpid, 
slack, serious, lethargic. 
cognizance: (n, v) cognition, 


pittance, grief, distribution, blow, 
care, anxiety, cark, charity. 


elder: (adj) older, big, adult; (n) dean, 


doyen, patriarch, ancient, boss, 
elderberry, superior, presbyter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) youngster, minor, 
child, inferior; (adj) youngest, 


younger, little. 

engraved: (adj) carved, inscribed, 
etched, sculptured, chased, cut in, 
graphic, graven; (prep) insculptured; 
(v) fixed, imprinted. 

pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 
axle, beam, axis. 

tuned: (adj) keyed, adjusted, musical, 
tempered, melodious. 
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said the stalwart churchman; "burn not daylight about it--we have short time to 
spare." 


"An please your reverence," said Dennet, "a drunken priest came to visit the 
Sacristan at Saint Edmund's--" 


"It does not please my reverence," answered the churchman, "that there 
should be such an animal as a drunken priest, or, if there were, that a layman 
should so speak him. Be mannerly, my friend, and conclude the holy man only 
wrapt in meditation, which makes the head dizzy and foot unsteady, as if the 
stomach were filled with new wine--I have felt it myself." 


"Well, then," answered Father Dennet, "a holy brother came to visit the 
Sacristan at Saint Edmund's--a sort of hedge-priest is the visitor, and kills half the 
deer that are stolen in the forest, who loves the tinkling of a pint-pot better than 
the sacring-bell, and deems a flitch of bacon worth ten of his breviary; for the rest, 
a good fellow and a merry, who will flourish a quarter-staff, draw a bow, and 
dance a Cheshire round, with e'er a man in Yorkshire." 


"That last part of thy speech, Dennet," said the Minstrel, "has saved thee a rib 
or twain." 


"Tush, man, I fear him not," said Dennet; "I am somewhat old and stiff, but 
when I fought for the bell and ram at Doncaster--" 


"But the story--the story, my friend," again said the Minstrel. 


"Why, the tale is but this--Athelstane of Coningsburgh was buried at Saint 
Edmund's." 


"That's a lie, and a loud one," said the Friar, "for I saw him borne to his own 
Castle of Coningsburgh." 


"Nay, then, e'en tell the story yourself, my masters," said Dennet, turning 
sulky at these repeated contradictions; and it was with some difficulty that the 
boor could be prevailed on, by the request of his comrade and the Minstrel, to 
renew his tale. --"These two 'sober' friars," said he at length, "since this reverend 
man will needs have them such, had continued drinking good ale, and wine, and 
what not, for the best part for a summer's day, when they were aroused by a 


Thesaurus 


courtly, gentlemanly; (adv) kindly, 
sortly. ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, 
common, vulgar, impolite. tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting. 
strapping, resolute, hardy, powerful, unsteady: (adj) insecure, changeable, 
sinewy, firm, stout, courageous. dizzy, unbalanced, rickety, unsettled, 


aroused: (adj) ablaze, aflame, 
passionate, hot, agitated, inflamed, 
susceptible, tense, fascinated, 
emotional, elated. 

dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) resigned, 
cheerful; (n) cheeriness. 


brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, 
rational, steady, sober, serious. 
mannerly: (adj) civil, polite, genteel, 
urbane, decent, decorous, refined, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, weak, 
inconstant, feeble, delicate, cowardly, 
uncommitted. 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, morose, 
surly, peevish, moody, dismal, cross, 
petulant, crabby; (adj, v) glum. 


shaky, unsound, precarious, uneven; 
(adj, n) uncertain. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
steady, stable, alert, firm, secure, 
constant. 
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deep groan, and a clanking of chains, and the figure of the deceased Athelstane 
entered the apartment, saying, "Ye evil shep-herds!--"" 


"It is false," said the Friar, hastily, "he never spoke a word." 


"So ho! Friar Tuck," said the Minstrel, drawing him apart from the rustics; 
"we have started a new hare, I find." 


"I tell thee, Allan-a-Dale," said the Hermit, "I saw Athelstane of Coningsburgh 
as much as bodily eyes ever saw a living man. He had his shroud on, and all 
about him smelt of the sepulchre--A butt of sack will not wash it out of my 
memory." 


"Pshaw!" answered the Minstrel; "thou dost but jest with me!" 


"Never believe me," said the Friar, "an I fetched not a knock at him with my 
quarter-staff that would have felled an ox, and it glided through his body as it 
might through a pillar of smoke!" 


"By Saint Hubert," said the Minstrel, "but it is a wondrous tale, and fit to be 
put in metre to the ancient tune, 'Sorrow came to the old Friar." 


"Laugh, if ye list," said Friar Tuck; "but an ye catch me singing on such a 
theme, may the next ghost or devil carry me off with him headlong! No, no--I 
instantly formed the purpose of assisting at some good work, such as the 
burning of a witch, a judicial combat, or the like matter of godly service, and 
therefore am I here." 


As they thus conversed, the heavy bell of the church of Saint Michael of 
Templestowe, a venerable building, situated in a hamlet at some distance from 
the Preceptory, broke short their argument. One by one the sullen sounds fell 
successively on the ear, leaving but sufficient space for each to die away in 
distant echo, ere the air was again filled by repetition of the iron knell. These 
sounds, the signal of the approaching ceremony, chilled with awe the hearts of 
the assembled multitude, whose eyes were now turned to the Preceptory, 
expecting the approach of the Grand Master, the champion, and the criminal. 


At length the drawbridge fell, the gates opened, and a knight, bearing the 
great standard of the Order, sallied from the castle, preceded by six trumpets, 


Thesaurus 
chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, knell: (n, v) knoll; (v) chime, call, despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, resound, circle, environ, call up, echo, fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, band, encircle, be around. ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain. 
stiff. metre: (n) measure, beat, rhythm, shroud: (adj, n, v) cover; (n, v) cloak, 
gates: (n) bill Gates. meters, m, cadence, time, verse, hide, conceal; (adj, n) shelter; (v) 
hamlet: (n) dorp, community, kraal, chiliad, k, g. shield, envelop, enshroud; (n) 
settlement, campong, crossroads, repetition: (n) gemination, reiteration, covering, mantle, pall. ANTONYM: 
city, place, colony, neighborhood; recurrence, replication, iteration, (v) disclose. 
(adv, n) town. return, repeating, renewal, smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, duplication, rehearsal, reduplication. smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, ANTONYM: (n) disappearance. sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin. 


courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound. sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
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and followed by the Knights Preceptors, two and two, the Grand Master coming 
last, mounted on a stately horse, whose furniture was of the simplest kind. 
Behind him came Brian de Bois-Guilbert, armed cap-a-pie in bright armour, but 
without his lance, shield, and sword, which were borne by his two esquires 
behind him. His face, though partly hidden by a long plume which floated 
down from his barrel-cap, bore a strong and mingled expression of passion, in 
which pride seemed to contend with irresolution. He looked ghastly pale, as if 
he had not slept for several nights, yet reined his pawing war-horse with the 
habitual ease and grace proper to the best lance of the Order of the Temple. His 
general appearance was grand and commanding; but, looking at him with 
attention, men read that in his dark features, from which they willingly 
withdrew their eyes. 


On either side rode Conrade of Mont-Fitchet, and Albert de Malvoisin, who 
acted as godfathers to the champion. They were in their robes of peace, the white 
dress of the Order. Behind them followed other Companions of the Temple, with 
a long train of esquires and pages clad in black, aspirants to the honour of being 
one day Knights of the Order. After these neophytes came a guard of warders on 
foot, in the same sable livery, amidst whose partisans might be seen the pale 
form of the accused, moving with a slow but undismayed step towards the scene 
of her fate. She was stript of all her ornaments, lest perchance there should be 
among them some of those amulets which Satan was supposed to bestow upon 
his victims, to deprive them of the power of confession even when under the 
torture. A coarse white dress, of the simplest form, had been substituted for her 
Oriental garments; yet there was such an exquisite mixture of courage and 
resignation in her look, that even in this garb, and with no other ornament than 
her long black tresses, each eye wept that looked upon her, and the most 
hardened bigot regretted the fate that had converted a creature so goodly into a 
vessel of wrath, and a waged slave of the devil. 


A crowd of inferior personages belonging to the Preceptory followed the 
victim, all moving with the utmost order, with arms folded, and looks bent upon 
the ground. 


Thesaurus 


belonging: (adj) appertaining, exquisite: (adj) beautiful, delicate, resolution, decisiveness, 


appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, commodity, 
closeness. ANTONYM: (n) antipathy. 

coarse: (adj) vulgar, boorish, rough, 
brutal, crude, gross, common, earthy, 
blunt, bawdy; (adj, v) harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
refined, smooth, polite, soft, civil, 
cultured, delicate, fine, genteel, 
gentlemanly. 


excellent, dainty, gorgeous, 
admirable, acute, heavenly, choice, 
wonderful; (adj, v) delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, inferior, 
ugly, subdued, rough, poor, coarse, 
mild, imperfect, horrible, flawed. 


irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 


hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 
uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 


dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 


determination. 

simplest: (adj) rudimentary. 

substituted: (v) replace; (prep) 
deputed, delegated; (adj) 
substitutional. 

torture: (n, v) pain, distress, agonize, 
afflict; (n) agony, anguish, suffering, 
excruciation, grief; (v) rack, 
excruciate. ANTONYMS: (n) relief, 
alleviation, content, ecstasy, joy, 
pleasure; (v) relieve, alleviate. 
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This slow procession moved up the gentle eminence, on the summit of which 
was the tiltyard, and, entering the lists, marched once around them from right to 
left, and when they had completed the circle, made a halt. There was then a 
momentary bustle, while the Grand Master and all his attendants, excepting the 
champion and his godfathers, dismounted from their horses, which were 
immediately removed out of the lists by the esquires, who were in attendance for 
that purpose. 


The unfortunate Rebecca was conducted to the black chair placed near the 
pile. On her first glance at the terrible spot where preparations were making for 
a death alike dismaying to the mind and painful to the body, she was observed 
to shudder and shut her eyes, praying internally doubtless, for her lips moved 
though no speech was heard. In the space of a minute she opened her eyes, 
looked fixedly on the pile as if to familiarize her mind with the object, and then 
slowly and naturally turned away her head. 


Meanwhile, the Grand Master had assumed his seat; and when the chivalry 
of his order was placed around and behind him, each in his due rank, a loud and 
long flourish of the trumpets announced that the Court were seated for judgment. 
Malvoisin, then, acting as godfather of the champion, stepped forward, and laid 
the glove of the Jewess, which was the pledge of battle, at the feet of the Grand 
Master. 


"Valorous Lord, and reverend Father," said he, "here standeth the good 
Knight, Brian de Bois-Guilbert, Knight Preceptor of the Order of the Temple, 
who, by accepting the pledge of battle which I now lay at your reverence's feet, 
hath become bound to do his devoir in combat this day, to maintain that this 
Jewish maiden, by name Rebecca, hath justly deserved the doom passed upon 
her in a Chapter of this most Holy Order of the Temple of Zion, condemning her 
to die as a sorceress;--here, I say, he standeth, such battle to do, knightly and 
honourable, if such be your noble and sanctified pleasure." 

"Hath he made oath," said the Grand Master, "that his quarrel is just and 


honourable? Bring forward the Crucifix and the 'Te igitur'. 


Thesaurus 

attendance: (n) appearance, turnout, dismaying: (adj) alarming, ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
audience, attending, being there, dismayingly, frightful, formidable, temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, causing consternation, discouraging. ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: familiarize: (adj, v) accustom; (v) long. 
(n) nonattendance. adapt, familiarise, habituate, procession: (n) march, convoy, 

condemning: (adj) inculpative, introduce, present, acquainted, cortege, cavalcade, file, string, 
censorious, inculpatory, critical; (n) popularize, adjust, initiate, inform. pageant, series, sequence, progress, 
conviction, reproachful. godfather: (n) godchild, supporter, column. 

devoir: (adj) abord, regards, patron, godparent, godmother, shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
remembrances, welcome; (n) gangster, executive; (v) christen. tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
politeness, obligation, job, need, momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, (n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 


must, civility, chore. transient, short, instantaneous, (v) flutter. 
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"Sir, and most reverend father," answered Malvoisin, readily, "our brother 
here present hath already sworn to the truth of his accusation in the hand of the 
good Knight Conrade de Mont-Fitchet; and otherwise he ought not to be sworn, 
seeing that his adversary is an unbeliever, and may take no oath." 


This explanation was satisfactory, to Albert's great joy; for the wily knight 
had foreseen the great difficulty, or rather impossibility, of prevailing upon 
Brian de Bois-Guilbert to take such an oath before the assembly, and had 
invented this excuse to escape the necessity of his doing so. 


The Grand Master, having allowed the apology of Albert Malvoisin, 
commanded the herald to stand forth and do his devoir. The trumpets then 
again flourished, and a herald, stepping forward, proclaimed aloud,--"Oyez, 
oyez, oyez.--Here standeth the good Knight, Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert, ready to 
do battle with any knight of free blood, who will sustain the quarrel allowed and 
allotted to the Jewess Rebecca, to try by champion, in respect of lawful essoine of 
her own body; and to such champion the reverend and valorous Grand Master 
here present allows a fair field, and equal partition of sun and wind, and 
whatever else appertains to a fair combat." The trumpets again sounded, and 
there was a dead pause of many minutes. 


"No champion appears for the appellant," said the Grand Master. "Go, herald, 
and ask her whether she expects any one to do battle for her in this her cause." 
The herald went to the chair in which Rebecca was seated, and Bois-Guilbert 
suddenly turning his horse's head toward that end of the lists, in spite of hints on 
either side from Malvoisin and Mont-Fitchet, was by the side of Rebecca's chair 
as soon as the herald. 


"Is this regular, and according to the law of combat?" said Malvoisin, looking 
to the Grand Master. 


"Albert de Malvoisin, it is," answered Beaumanoir; "for in this appeal to the 
judgment of God, we may not prohibit parties from having that communication 
with each other, which may best tend to bring forth the truth of the quarrel." 


Thesaurus 


reprehension, accusation, 

shamelessness, epitome. 
impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 

option, nonexistence, absurdity, 


union. 

prevailing: (adj) prevalent, rife, 
dominant, common, current, 
overriding, popular, general, 


accusation: (n) complaint, charge, 
accusal, blame, allegation, 
condemnation, insinuation, 
denunciation, indictment, 


inculpation, impeachment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exoneration, 
argument, compliment. 

apology: (n, v) excuse; (n) amends, 
regret, defense, justification, reason, 
explanation, vindication, alibi, 
acknowledgment; (v) apologize. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 


inability, impracticability, alternative, 
choice, contradiction, contradiction in 
terms, doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) possibility, probability. 


partition: (n) wall, bulkhead, divider, 


distribution, separation, screen; (n, v) 
part, split; (v) divide, apportion, deal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, reveal; (n) 


influential, epidemic, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, rare, 
unusual. 

prohibit: (n, v) prevent, bar, hinder; (v) 
forbid, enjoin, exclude, disallow, 
outlaw, preclude, ban, veto. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, authorize, 
include, entitle, assist. 
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In the meantime, the herald spoke to Rebecca in these terms: --"Damsel, the 
Honourable and Reverend the Grand Master demands of thee, if thou art 
prepared with a champion to do battle this day in thy behalf, or if thou dost yield 
thee as one justly condemned to a deserved doom?" 


"Say to the Grand Master," replied Rebecca, "that I maintain my innocence, 
and do not yield me as justly condemned, lest I become guilty of mine own blood. 
Say to him, that I challenge such delay as his forms will permit, to see if God, 
whose opportunity is in man's extremity, will raise me up a deliverer; and when 
such uttermost space is passed, may His holy will be done!" The herald retired 
to carry this answer to the Grand Master. 


"God forbid," said Lucas Beaumanoir, "that Jew or Pagan should impeach us 
of injustice!--Until the shadows be cast from the west to the eastward, will we 
wait to see if a champion shall appear for this unfortunate woman. When the 
day is so far passed, let her prepare for death." 


The herald communicated the words of the Grand Master to Rebecca, who 
bowed her head submissively, folded her arms, and, looking up towards heaven, 
seemed to expect that aid from above which she could scarce promise herself 
from man. During this awful pause, the voice of Bois-Guilbert broke upon her 
ear--it was but a whisper, yet it startled her more than the summons of the 
herald had appeared to do. 


"Rebecca," said the Templar, "dost thou hear me?" 


"I have no portion in thee, cruel, hard-hearted man," said the unfortunate 
maiden. 


"Ay, but dost thou understand my words?" said the Templar; "for the sound 
of my voice is frightful in mine own ears. I scarce know on what ground we 
stand, or for what purpose they have brought us hither.--This listed space--that 
chair--these faggots--I know their purpose, and yet it appears to me like 
something unreal--the fearful picture of a vision, which appals my sense with 
hideous fantasies, but convinces not my reason." 


Thesaurus 
condemned: (adj) censured, convicted, (adj) rational, calm, confident, bold, process, writ, invocation, warrant, 
doomed, destined, appropriated, unimpressed, charming, fearless, command; (n, v) summon; (v) 
taken, taken over, fated, seized, courageous, reassuring, unafraid, demand, cite. 
predestined; (adj, v) guilty. wonderful. unfortunate: (adj) inauspicious, sad, 
demands: (n) strain, weight, stress, submissively: (adv) meekly, hapless, bad, inopportune, 
anxiety. subserviently, compliantly, passively, disastrous, adverse, deplorable, 
eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; deferentially, tamely, obsequiously, infelicitous, untoward, lamentable. 
(adv) eastwards. yieldingly, slavishly, acquiescently, ANTONYMS: (adj) lucky, auspicious, 
fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) dreadful, dutifully. ANTONYMS: (adv) good, opportune, joyous, timely, 
cowardly; (adj) terrible, forcefully, aggressively, wildly, appropriate, successful, easy, 
apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, defiantly, assertively. privileged. 


craven, frightful, eerie. ANTONYMS: summons: (n) call, invitation, bidding, 
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"My mind and senses keep touch and time," answered Rebecca, "and tell me 
alike that these faggots are destined to consume my earthly body, and open a 
painful but a brief passage to a better world." 


"Dreams, Rebecca,--dreams," answered the Templar; "idle visions, rejected by 
the wisdom of your own wiser Sadducees. Hear me, Rebecca," he said, 
proceeding with animation; "a better chance hast thou for life and liberty than 
yonder knaves and dotard dream of. Mount thee behind me on my steed--on 
Zamor, the gallant horse that never failed his rider. I won him in single fight 
from the Soldan of Trebizond--mount, I say, behind me--in one short hour is 
pursuit and enquiry far behind--a new world of pleasure opens to thee--to me a 
new career of fame. Let them speak the doom which I despise, and erase the 
name of Bois-Guilbert from their list of monastic slaves! I will wash out with 
blood whatever blot they may dare to cast on my scutcheon." 


"Tempter," said Rebecca, "begone!--Not in this last extremity canst thou move 
me one hair's-breadth from my resting place --surrounded as I am by foes, I hold 
thee as my worst and most deadly enemy--avoid thee, in the name of God!" 


Albert Malvoisin, alarmed and impatient at the duration of their conference, 
now advanced to interrupt it. 


"Hath the maiden acknowledged her guilt?" he demanded of Bois-Guilbert; 
"or is she resolute in her denial?" 


"She is indeed resolute," said Bois-Guilbert. 

"Then," said Malvoisin, "must thou, noble brother, resume thy place to attend 
the issue--The shades are changing on the circle of the dial--Come, brave Bois- 
Guilbert--come, thou hope of our holy Order, and soon to be its head." 


As he spoke in this soothing tone, he laid his hand on the knight's bridle, as if 
to lead him back to his station. 


"False villain! what meanest thou by thy hand on my rein?" said Sir Brian, 
angrily. And shaking off his companion's grasp, he rode back to the upper end 
of the lists. 


Thesaurus 
angrily: (adv) irately, passionately, erase: (v) delete, efface, blot out, resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive, 
fiercely, indignantly, cholericly, obliterate, wipe out, expunge, dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
resentfully, enragedly, infuriatedly, annihilate, eradicate, clear, rub out, obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (n) 
wrathfully, madly, crossly. eliminate. ANTONYMS: (v) restore, repose. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) warmly, lightly, record, add, acknowledge. soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
calmly, cheerfully, gently, gladly. fame: (n, v) credit, celebrity, report, pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
blot: (n, v) spot, blemish, smudge, reputation, renown, cry; (n) assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
mark, slur, taint, shame; (v) tarnish, distinction, bruit, honor, prestige, alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blob; (n) blotch; (adj, n) fault. buzz. ANTONYMS: (n) infamy, upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, grace, obscurity, anonymity, ignominy, worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
soak, wet, beautify, improve, dishonor, commonness, oblivion, annoying, invigorating, painful, 


enhance. criticism. intimidating. 
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"There is yet spirit in him," said Malvoisin apart to Mont-Fitchet, "were it well 
directed--but, like the Greek fire, it burns whatever approaches it." 


The Judges had now been two hours in the lists, awaiting in vain the 
appearance of a champion. 


"And reason good," said Friar Tuck, "seeing she is a Jewess--and yet, by mine 
Order, it is hard that so young and beautiful a creature should perish without 
one blow being struck in her behalf! Were she ten times a witch, provided she 
were but the least bit of a Christian, my quarter-staff should ring noon on the 
steel cap of yonder fierce Templar, ere he carried the matter off thus." 


It was, however, the general belief that no one could or would appear for a 
Jewess, accused of sorcery; and the knights, instigated by Malvoisin, whispered 
to each other, that it was time to declare the pledge of Rebecca forfeited. At this 
instant a knight, urging his horse to speed, appeared on the plain advancing 
towards the lists. A hundred voices exclaimed, "A champion! a champion!" And 
despite the prepossessions and prejudices of the multitude, they shouted 
unanimously as the knight rode into the tiltyard, The second glance, however, 
served to destroy the hope that his timely arrival had excited. His horse, urged 
for many miles to its utmost speed, appeared to reel from fatigue, and the rider, 
however undauntedly he presented himself in the lists, either from weakness, 
weariness, or both, seemed scarce able to support himself in the saddle. 


To the summons of the herald, who demanded his rank, his name, and 
purpose, the stranger knight answered readily and boldly, "I am a good knight 
and noble, come hither to sustain with lance and sword the just and lawful 
quarrel of this damsel, Rebecca, daughter of Isaac of York; to uphold the doom 
pronounced against her to be false and truthless, and to defy Sir Brian de Bois- 
Guilbert, as a traitor, murderer, and liar; as I will prove in this field with my 
body against his, by the aid of God, of Our Lady, and of Monseigneur Saint 
George, the good knight." 


"The stranger must first show," said Malvoisin, "that he is good knight, and of 
honourable lineage. The Temple sendeth not forth her champions against 
nameless men." 


Thesaurus 
advancing: (adj) progressive, moving meridian, meridional; (adj, n) completely, accordantly. 
forward, increasing, moving, culmination. uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
processive, thriving, ongoing, reel: (n, v) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
aggressive; (n) advancement, stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (n) confirm, countenance, bolster, 
progression, proceeding. bobbin, spool. encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
liar: (n) deceiver, fibber, fabricator, truthless: (adj) dishonest, deceitful, infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
falsifier, trickster, prevaricator, con faithless, false, mendacious, contradict, endanger, abandon, 
artist, phony, lie, impostor, swindler. fraudulent, trothless, unveracious. oppose, quit, undermine, end. 
miles: (adj) far. unanimously: (adv) harmoniously, in urging: (n) spur, encouragement, 
noon: (n) high noon, noonday, chorus, consentiently, collectively, prod, prodding, goad, advocacy, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, nemine contradicente, nem con, spurring, goading, influence, 


dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) solidly, commonly, generally, exhortation; (adj) driving. 


542 Ivanhoe 


"My name," said the Knight, raising his helmet, "is better known, my lineage 
more pure, Malvoisin, than thine own. I am Wilfred of Ivanhoe." 


"I will not fight with thee at present," said the Templar, in a changed and 
hollow voice. "Get thy wounds healed, purvey thee a better horse, and it may be 
I will hold it worth my while to scourge out of thee this boyish spirit of bravade." 


"Ha! proud Templar," said Ivanhoe, "hast thou forgotten that twice didst thou 
fall before this lance? Remember the lists at Acre--remember the Passage of 
Arms at Ashby--remember thy proud vaunt in the halls of Rotherwood, and the 
gage of your gold chain against my reliquary, that thou wouldst do battle with 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe, and recover the honour thou hadst lost! By that reliquary 
and the holy relic it contains, I will proclaim thee, Templar, a coward in every 
court in Europe--in every Preceptory of thine Order--unless thou do battle 
without farther delay." 


Bois-Guilbert turned his countenance irresolutely towards Rebecca, and then 
exclaimed, looking fiercely at Ivanhoe, "Dog of a Saxon! take thy lance, and 
prepare for the death thou hast drawn upon thee!" 


"Does the Grand Master allow me the combat?" said Ivanhoe. 


"I may not deny what thou hast challenged," said the Grand Master, 
"provided the maiden accepts thee as her champion. Yet I would thou wert in 
better plight to do battle. An enemy of our Order hast thou ever been, yet would 
I have thee honourably met with." 


"Thus--thus as I am, and not otherwise," said Ivanhoe; "it is the judgment of 
God--to his keeping I commend myself. --Rebecca," said he, riding up to the fatal 
chair, "dost thou accept of me for thy champion?" 


"I do," she said--"I do," fluttered by an emotion which the fear of death had 
been unable to produce, "I do accept thee as the champion whom Heaven hath 
sent me. Yet, no--no--thy wounds are uncured--Meet not that proud man--why 
shouldst thou perish also?" 


But Ivanhoe was already at his post, and had closed his visor, and assumed 
his lance. Bois-Guilbert did the same; and his esquire remarked, as he clasped 


Thesaurus 
boyish: (adj) young, puerile, coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, uncertainly, hesitatingly, weakly, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, dastard, milksop, weakling, infirmly, spinelessly, unsteadily, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, milquetoast; (adj) gutless, unsettledly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) _ chickenhearted, pusillanimous, decisively, firmly. 
mature. chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) plight: (n) condition, predicament, fix, 
commend: (v) approve, exalt, acclaim, daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave. fettle, quandary, dilemma, case, 
praise, applaud, recommend, esquire: (n) gentleman, Mr, Esq, guarantee; (n, v) engage, promise; (v) 
endorse, entrust, extol, compliment, scutum, scute, scutage, escutcheon, covenant. 
cite. ANTONYMS: (v) rebuke, scutcheon, margrave, vavasour; (v) proclaim: (v) declare, assert, advertise, 
criticize, censure, reproach, keep, escort. broadcast, promulgate, enunciate, 
chastise, reprimand, deny, disparage, irresolutely: (adv) waveringly, herald, decree, divulge, notify, 


refuse, smear. undecidedly, indecisively, hesitantly, annunciate. 
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his visor, that his face, which had, notwithstanding the variety of emotions by 
which he had been agitated, continued during the whole morning of an ashy 
paleness, was now become suddenly very much flushed. 


The herald, then, seeing each champion in his place, uplifted his voice, 
repeating thrice--"Faites vos devoirs, preux chevaliers!" After the third cry, he 
withdrew to one side of the lists, and again proclaimed, that none, on peril of 
instant death, should dare, by word, cry, or action, to interfere with or disturb 
this fair field of combat. The Grand Master, who held in his hand the gage of 
battle, Rebecca's glove, now threw it into the lists, and pronounced the fatal 
signal words, "Laissez aller". 


The trumpets sounded, and the knights charged each other in full career. The 
wearied horse of Ivanhoe, and its no less exhausted rider, went down, as all had 
expected, before the well-aimed lance and vigorous steed of the Templar. This 
issue of the combat all had foreseen; but although the spear of Ivanhoe did but, 
in comparison, touch the shield of Bois-Guilbert, that champion, to the 
astonishment of all who beheld it reeled in his saddle, lost his stirrups, and fell in 
the lists. 


Ivanhoe, extricating himself from his fallen horse, was soon on foot, 
hastening to mend his fortune with his sword; but his antagonist arose not. 
Wilfred, placing his foot on his breast, and the sword's point to his throat, 
commanded him to yield him, or die on the spot. Bois-Guilbert returned no 
answer. 


"Slay him not, Sir Knight," cried the Grand Master, "unshriven and 
unabsolved--kill not body and soul! We allow him vanquished." 


He descended into the lists, and commanded them to unhelm the conquered 
champion. His eyes were closed--the dark red flush was still on his brow. As 
they looked on him in astonishment, the eyes opened--but they were fixed and 
glazed. The flush passed from his brow, and gave way to the pallid hue of death. 
Unscathed by the lance of his enemy, he had died a victim to the violence of his 
own contending passions. 


Thesaurus 
ashy: (adj) wan, ashen, pale, sallow, (n) interference; (adj, v) intermeddle. repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
pallid, grey, livid, gray, cadaverous, mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
pasty, white. cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, copying, reduplication; (adj) 
devoirs: (n) respects, duty. restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
glazed: (adj) glossy, glassed, glazen, ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, repetitive. 
vitreous, vitrified, icy, lustrous, smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) unscathed: (adj) uninjured, unhurt, 
shiny, empty, slippery, glasslike. fracture. intact, safe, safe and sound, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unglazed, alert, pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, undamaged, unscratched, whole, 
dull. lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, unmarred, untouched; (n) untainted. 
interfere: (n, v) interpose; (v) white, pasty, livid, watery. ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
intercede, obstruct, disturb, conflict, ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, harmed. 


impede, hinder, meddle, intervene; vivid. 
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"This is indeed the judgment of God," said the Grand Master, looking 


Ivanhoe 


upwards--"'Fiat voluntas tua!" 


indeed: (adv) certainly, exactly, in 
reality, surely, of course, assuredly, 
as a matter of fact, admittedly; (adj, 
adv) really, much; (n) yes. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, 
doubtfully. 

judgment: (n, v) decision, belief, 
discernment, condemnation, sense, 
discrimination; (n) determination, 
discretion, opinion, assessment, 
adjudication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clumsiness, request, tastelessness. 


Thesaurus 
looking: (n) face, sensing, aspect, 
approximation, appearance, 
watching, outlook; (v) look at, 
examine; (adv) about; (adj) superficial. 
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CHAPTER XLIV 


So! now 'tis ended, like an old wife's story. 
Webster 


When the first moments of surprise were over, Wilfred of Ivanhoe demanded 
of the Grand Master, as judge of the field, if he had manfully and rightfully done 
his duty in the combat? "Manfully and rightfully hath it been done," said the 
Grand Master. "I pronounce the maiden free and guiltless--The arms and the 
body of the deceased knight are at the will of the victor." 


"I will not despoil him of his weapons," said the Knight of Ivanhoe, "nor 
condemn his corpse to shame--he hath fought for Christendom--God's arm, no 
human hand, hath this day struck him down. But let his obsequies be private, as 
becomes those of a man who died in an unjust quarrel.--And for the maiden--" 


He was interrupted by a clattering of horses' feet, advancing in such numbers, 
and so rapidly, as to shake the ground before them; and the Black Knight 
galloped into the lists. He was followed by a numerous band of men-at-arms, 
and several knights in complete armour. 


"I am too late," he said, looking around him. "I had doomed Bois-Guilbert for 
mine own property.--Ivanhoe, was this well, to take on thee such a venture, and 
thou scarce able to keep thy saddle?" 


Thesaurus 
clattering: (n) crash; (adj) clattery. terminated, consummate, all over; unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
combat: (n, v) fight, clash, encounter, (adj, v) past. inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
conflict, war; (n) contest, action, lists: (n) circus, Flavian amphitheater, foul, wrongful, improper, unmerited, 
brawl, fighting, fray, hostility. cockpit, Corso, hippodrome, unjustified. ANTONYMS: (adj) just, 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (v) gymnasium, bear garden, equitable, rightful, reasonable, good. 
cooperate, agree, pacify, surrender, playground, race course, turf, venture: (n, v) hazard, chance, stake, 
compromise, favor. palestra. peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, dead rightfully: (adv) lawfully, legitimately, (adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 
person, stiff, dead body, remains, legally, justifiably, duly, correctly, danger; (v) endanger. 
corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. properly, deservedly, righteously, 


ended: (adj) concluded, finished, over, fairly, rightly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
done, completed, closed, through, unduly. 


546 Ivanhoe 


"Heaven, my Liege," answered Ivanhoe, "hath taken this proud man for its 
victim. He was not to be honoured in dying as your will had designed." 


"Peace be with him," said Richard, looking steadfastly on the corpse, "if it 
may be so--he was a gallant knight, and has died in his steel harness full 
knightly. But we must waste no time --Bohun, do thine office!" 


A Knight stepped forward from the King's attendants, and, laying his hand 
on the shoulder of Albert de Malvoisin, said, "I arrest thee of High Treason." 


The Grand Master had hitherto stood astonished at the appearance of so 
many watriors.--He now spoke. 


"Who dares to arrest a Knight of the Temple of Zion, within the girth of his 
own Preceptory, and in the presence of the Grand Master? and by whose 
authority is this bold outrage offered?" 


"I make the arrest," replied the Knight--"I, Henry Bohun, Earl of Essex, Lord 
High Constable of England." 


"And he arrests Malvoisin," said the King, raising his visor, "by the order of 
Richard Plantagenet, here present.--Conrade Mont-Fitchet, it is well for thee thou 
art born no subject of mine.--But for thee, Malvoisin, thou diest with thy brother 
Philip, ere the world be a week older." 


"I will resist thy doom," said the Grand Master. 


"Proud Templar," said the King, "thou canst not--look up, and behold the 
Royal Standard of England floats over thy towers instead of thy Temple banner!- 
-Be wise, Beaumanoir, and make no bootless opposition--Thy hand is in the 
lion's mouth." 


"I will appeal to Rome against thee," said the Grand Master, "for usurpation 
on the immunities and privileges of our Order." 
"Be it so," said the King; "but for thine own sake tax me not with usurpation 


now. Dissolve thy Chapter, and depart with thy followers to thy next Preceptory, 
(if thou canst find one), which has not been made the scene of treasonable 


Thesaurus 
bootless: (adj) futile, useless, vain, idle, facility, ease, generosity. independence, civil liberties, 
inefficacious, inutile, unavailing, knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, immunities, constitutional rights, 
sleeveless, abortive, ineffective, courteous, courtly, attentive, generosity. 
feckless. medieval, magnanimous, gothic; steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
dying: (n) death, demise, decease, (adv) chivalrously, attentively, unwaveringly, resolutely, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, moribund, courteously. unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
last, final, ultimate, failing, ebbing. laying: (n) egg laying, placing, determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thriving, well, parturition, place, repose, setting, permanently, staunchly. 
opening, aborning, developing, put, position, lay, oyster park, ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
flourishing, growing, reviving, oviposition. irresolutely, unfaithfully. 
rejuvenating; (n) birth. privileges: (n) human rights, rights, stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen. 


immunities: (n) freedom, franchises, openness, license, liberty, liberality, towers: (n) edifice. 
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conspiracy against the King of England--Or, if thou wilt, remain, to share our 
hospitality, and behold our justice." 


"To be a guest in the house where I should command?" said the Templar; 
"never!--Chaplains, raise the Psalm, 'Quare fremuerunt Gentes?'--Knights, 
squires, and followers of the Holy Temple, prepare to follow the banner of 'Beau- 
seant!" 


The Grand Master spoke with a dignity which confronted even that of 
England's king himself, and inspired courage into his surprised and dismayed 
followers. They gathered around him like the sheep around the watch-dog, 
when they hear the baying of the wolf. But they evinced not the timidity of the 
scared flock --there were dark brows of defiance, and looks which menaced the 
hostility they dared not to proffer in words. They drew together in a dark line of 
spears, from which the white cloaks of the knights were visible among the dusky 
garments of their retainers, like the lighter-coloured edges of a sable cloud. The 
multitude, who had raised a clamorous shout of reprobation, paused and gazed 
in silence on the formidable and experienced body to which they had unwarily 
bade defiance, and shrunk back from their front. 


The Earl of Essex, when he beheld them pause in their assembled force, 
dashed the rowels into his charger's sides, and galloped backwards and forwards 
to array his followers, in opposition to a band so formidable. Richard alone, as if 
he loved the danger his presence had provoked, rode slowly along the front of 
the Templars, calling aloud, "What, sirs! Among so many gallant knights, will 
none dare splinter a spear with Richard?--Sirs of the Temple! your ladies are but 
sun-burned, if they are not worth the shiver of a broken lance?" 


"The Brethren of the Temple," said the Grand Master, riding forward in 
advance of their body, "fight not on such idle and profane quarrel--and not with 
thee, Richard of England, shall a Templar cross lance in my presence. The Pope 
and Princes of Europe shall judge our quarrel, and whether a Christian prince 
has done well in bucklering the cause which thou hast to-day adopted. If 
unassailed, we depart assailing no one. To thine honour we refer the armour 
and household goods of the Order which we leave behind us, and on thy 


Thesaurus 

dismayed: (adj) aghast, shocked, hospitality: (n) entertainment, worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, run, 
horrified, startled, discouraged, generosity, friendliness, cordiality, work. 
disheartened, upset, downhearted, welcome, cordial reception, kindness, unassailed: (adj) unforced. 
afraid, downcast, dejected. amiability, warmth, solicitously, unwarily: (adv) thoughtlessly, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, politely. ANTONYMS: (n) frostiness, carelessly, rashly, heedlessly, 
enthusiastic, happy, unabashed, inhospitality. imprudently, incautiously, recklessly, 
cheerful. idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, free, unwatchfully, negligently, 

edges: (n) boundaries. unfounded, fruitless, baseless, inconsiderately, indiscreetly. 

flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, mass; groundless, frivolous, empty, ANTONYM: (adv) warily. 
(adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) swarm; (n) disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) wolf: (n) philanderer, coyote, brute, 
band, horde, congregation, herd; (v) active, employed, industrious, skirt chaser, beast; (v) gobble, gorge, 


assemble. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. energetic, meaningful, productive, guzzle, consume, swallow, bolt. 
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conscience we lay the scandal and offence thou hast this day given to 
Christendom." 


With these words, and without waiting a reply, the Grand Master gave the 
signal of departure. Their trumpets sounded a wild march, of an Oriental 
character, which formed the usual signal for the Templars to advance. They 
changed their array from a line to a column of march, and moved off as slowly as 
their horses could step, as if to show it was only the will of their Grand Master, 
and no fear of the opposing and superior force, which compelled them to 
withdraw. 


"By the splendour of Our Lady's brow!" said King Richard, "it is pity of their 
lives that these Templars are not so trusty as they are disciplined and valiant." 


The multitude, like a timid cur which waits to bark till the object of its 
challenge has turned his back, raised a feeble shout as the rear of the squadron 
left the ground. 


During the tumult which attended the retreat of the Templars, Rebecca saw 
and heard nothing--she was locked in the arms of her aged father, giddy, and 
almost senseless, with the rapid change of circumstances around her. But one 
word from Isaac at length recalled her scattered feelings. 


"Let us go," he said, "my dear daughter, my recovered treasure --let us go to 
throw ourselves at the feet of the good youth." 


"Not so," said Rebecca, "O no--no--no--I must not at this moment dare to 
speak to him--Alas! I should say more than--No, my father, let us instantly leave 
this evil place." 


"But, my daughter," said Isaac, "to leave him who hath come forth like a 
strong man with his spear and shield, holding his life as nothing, so he might 
redeem thy captivity; and thou, too, the daughter of a people strange unto him 
and his--this is service to be thankfully acknowledged." 


"It is--it is--most thankfully--most devoutly acknowledged," said Rebecca--"it 
shall be still more so--but not now--for the sake of thy beloved Rachel, father, 
grant my request--not now!" 


Thesaurus 
array: (adj, n) arrangement; (n, v) line, opposing: (adj) conflicting, scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 
attire, garb, range, apparel, display; antagonistic, opponent, contrary, disordered, disconnected, confused, 
(v) dress, adorn, deck, clothe. adverse, hostile, antithetical, anti, sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
ANTONYMS: (v) undress, contradictory, rival; (prep) against. diffuse; (v) disperse. 
disarrange; (n) disorder, mess, rags, ANTONYMS: (adj) compatible, shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
individual, likeness, dearth. consistent, allied, accepting. roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
disciplined: (adj) corrected, regular, retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; (n) hollo; (n) cheer. 
orderly, under control, chastised, refuge, departure, asylum, den, lair, squadron: (n) group, brigade, navy, 
tidy, gentle, tamed, methodical, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. flotilla, corps, armada, cavalry, 
cultivated, qualified. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (n) raid, development, battalion, wing, detachment, 
(adj) undisciplined, disordered, extension, arrival, company; (v) division. 


haphazard, defiant. progress, remain. 
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"Nay, but," said Isaac, insisting, "they will deem us more thankless than 
mere dogs!" 


"But thou seest, my dear father, that King Richard is in presence, and that--" 


"True, my best--my wisest Rebecca!--Let us hence--let us hence!--Money he 
will lack, for he has just returned from Palestine, and, as they say, from prison-- 
and pretext for exacting it, should he need any, may arise out of my simple 
traffic with his brother John. Away, away, let us hence!" 


And hurrying his daughter in his turn, he conducted her from the lists, and 
by means of conveyance which he had provided, transported her safely to the 
house of the Rabbi Nathan. 


The Jewess, whose fortunes had formed the principal interest of the day, 
having now retired unobserved, the attention of the populace was transferred to 
the Black Knight. They now filled the air with "Long life to Richard with the 
Lion's Heart, and down with the usurping Templars!" 


"Notwithstanding all this lip-loyalty," said Ivanhoe to the Earl of Essex, "it 
was well the King took the precaution to bring thee with him, noble Earl, and so 
many of thy trusty followers." 


The Earl smiled and shook his head. 


"Gallant Ivanhoe," said Essex, "dost thou know our Master so well, and yet 
suspect him of taking so wise a precaution! I was drawing towards York having 
heard that Prince John was making head there, when I met King Richard, like a 
true knight-errant, galloping hither to achieve in his own person this adventure 
of the Templar and the Jewess, with his own single arm. I accompanied him 
with my band, almost maugre his consent." 

"And what news from York, brave Earl?" said Ivanhoe; "will the rebels bide 
us there?" 


"No more than December's snow will bide July's sun," said the Earl; "they are 
dispersing; and who should come posting to bring us the news, but John 
himself!" 


Thesaurus 
adventure: (n, v) venture, chance; (n) finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) entry, notice, position, transmittal, 
accident, escapade, incident, event, exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, transmission, transmitting, job, place. 
undertaking, consequence, essay; (v) relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, thankless: (adj) unappreciative, 
risk, jeopardize. ANTONYMS: (n) unfastidious, basic, careless, relaxing. unthankful, unrewarding, wanting in 
stillness, passiveness, inactivity, hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, gratitude, unappreciated, 
inaction, avoidance, inertia, bore. quickening, rushing, early, speeding, unwelcome, ungratifying, 
bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, speeding up, stepping up, unfulfilling, trying; (n) ingrate; (v) 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, wait; amphetamine, forward, eager. unpopular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
(adj) tolerate, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) insisting: (v) insist; (adj) persistent, appreciated, appreciative, rewarded, 
go, move, hurry. insistent, incumbent; (n) insistency, satisfying, thankful, rewarding. 
exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, imperativeness. usurping: (adj) encroaching. 


strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, posting: (n) post, placard, poster, 
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"The traitor! the ungrateful insolent traitor!" said Ivanhoe; "did not Richard 
order him into confinement?" 


"O! he received him," answered the Earl, "as if they had met after a hunting 
party; and, pointing to me and our men-at-arms, said, 'Thou seest, brother, I have 
some angry men with me--thou wert best go to our mother, carry her my 
duteous affection, and abide with her until men's minds are pacified." 


"And this was all he said?" enquired Ivanhoe; "would not any one say that 
this Prince invites men to treason by his clemency?" 


"Just," replied the Earl, "as the man may be said to invite death, who 
undertakes to fight a combat, having a dangerous wound unhealed." 


"I forgive thee the jest, Lord Earl," said Ivanhoe; "but, remember, I hazarded 
but my own life--Richard, the welfare of his kingdom." 


"Those," replied Essex, "who are specially careless of their own welfare, are 
seldom remarkably attentive to that of others--But let us haste to the castle, for 
Richard meditates punishing some of the subordinate members of the 
conspiracy, though he has pardoned their principal." 


>From the judicial investigations which followed on this occasion, and which 
are given at length in the Wardour Manuscript, it appears that Maurice de Bracy 
escaped beyond seas, and went into the service of Philip of France; while Philip 
de Malvoisin, and his brother Albert, the Preceptor of Templestowe, were 
executed, although Waldemar Fitzurse, the soul of the conspiracy, escaped with 
banishment; and Prince John, for whose behoof it was undertaken, was not even 
censured by his good-natured brother. No one, however, pitied the fate of the 
two Malvoisins, who only suffered the death which they had both well deserved, 
by many acts of falsehood, cruelty, and oppression. 


Briefly after the judicial combat, Cedric the Saxon was summoned to the 
court of Richard, which, for the purpose of quieting the counties that had been 
disturbed by the ambition of his brother, was then held at York. Cedric tushed 
and pshawed more than once at the message--but he refused not obedience. In 
fact, the return of Richard had quenched every hope that he had entertained of 


Thesaurus 
behoof: (n) advantage, behalf, service, calm, sane, unaffected, unbroken, entice, ask, summon, attract, receive, 
behoove. peaceful, stable, carefree, solicit; (n) invitation. ANTONYMS: 
conspiracy: (n) cabal, plot, complot, unconcerned, untroubled. (v) elect, repel. 
combination, collusion, coalition, duteous: (adj) obedient, respectful, quieting: (n) appeasement. 
design, scheme, plan; (n, v) intrigue; compliant, docile, deferential, subordinate: (adj, n) inferior, 
(v) conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) reverent, submissive, obsequious, subaltern; (adj) dependent, 
faithfulness, loyalty, openness. reverential. secondary, lower, petty, lowly, lesser, 
disturbed: (adj, v) concerned; (adj) good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, minor, junior; (n) assistant. 
anxious, disquieted, upset, confused, kind, obliging, gracious, kind- ANTONYMS: (adj, n) chief, superior, 
worried, restless, disordered, hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, major; (adj) senior, dominant, 
unsettled, distressed, turbulent. good-tempered. independent, insubordinate, higher, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, relaxed, invite: (v) tempt, allure, bid, call, main; (n) central. 
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restoring a Saxon dynasty in England; for, whatever head the Saxons might have 
made in the event of a civil war, it was plain that nothing could be done under 
the undisputed dominion of Richard, popular as he was by his personal good 
qualities and military fame, although his administration was wilfully careless, 
now too indulgent, and now allied to despotism. 


But, moreover, it could not escape even Cedric's reluctant observation, that 
his project for an absolute union among the Saxons, by the marriage of Rowena 
and Athelstane, was now completely at an end, by the mutual dissent of both 
parties concerned. This was, indeed, an event which, in his ardour for the Saxon 
cause, he could not have anticipated, and even when the disinclination of both 
was broadly and plainly manifested, he could scarce bring himself to believe that 
two Saxons of royal descent should scruple, on personal grounds, at an alliance 
so necessary for the public weal of the nation. But it was not the less certain: 
Rowena had always expressed her repugnance to Athelstane, and now 
Athelstane was no less plain and positive in proclaiming his resolution never to 
pursue his addresses to the Lady Rowena. Even the natural obstinacy of Cedric 
sunk beneath these obstacles, where he, remaining on the point of junction, had 
the task of dragging a reluctant pair up to it, one with each hand. He made, 
however, a last vigorous attack on Athelstane, and he found that resuscitated 
sprout of Saxon royalty engaged, like country squires of our own day, in a 
furious war with the clergy. 


It seems that, after all his deadly menaces against the Abbot of Saint 
Edmund's, Athelstane's spirit of revenge, what between the natural indolent 
kindness of his own disposition, what through the prayers of his mother Edith, 
attached, like most ladies, (of the period,) to the clerical order, had terminated in 
his keeping the Abbot and his monks in the dungeons of Coningsburgh for three 
days on a meagre diet. For this atrocity the Abbot menaced him with 
excommunication, and made out a dreadful list of complaints in the bowels and 
stomach, suffered by himself and his monks, in consequence of the tyrannical 
and unjust imprisonment they had sustained. With this controversy, and with 
the means he had adopted to counteract this clerical persecution, Cedric found 


Thesaurus 

addresses: (n) wooing, suit, courtship. proscription, censure, denunciation, necessitous, miserable, marginal, 

atrocity: (adj, n) outrage, flagrancy; (n) maranatha; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) meagerly, gaunt, emaciated, 
brutality, abomination, barbarity, exile. inadequate, deficient, beggarly. 
barbarism, violence, atrociousness, indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, ANTONYM: (adj) ample. 
inhumaneness, crime, horror. clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, proclaiming: (adj) predicating, 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, tolerant, merciful, compassionate; predicant, declaring, affirming, 
humanity. (adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: oracular, hence. 

dynasty: (n) family, regime, house, (adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, restoring: (n) reinstatement, 
dominion, folk, government, kinfolk, severe, restrained, harsh, restoration; (adj) grateful, refective, 
kinsfolk, phratry, Sept, sovereignty. hardhearted, abstemious, comforting, refreshing. 


excommunication: (n) anathema, ban, disapproving. 
curse, banishment, excision, meagre: (adj) exiguous, paltry, 
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the mind of his friend Athelstane so fully occupied, that it had no room for 
another idea. And when Rowena's name was mentioned the noble Athelstane 
prayed leave to quaff a full goblet to her health, and that she might soon be the 
bride of his kinsman Wilfred. It was a desperate case therefore. There was 
obviously no more to be made of Athelstane; or, as Wamba expressed it, in a 
phrase which has descended from Saxon times to ours, he was a cock that would 
not fight. 


There remained betwixt Cedric and the determination which the lovers 
desired to come to, only two obstacles--his own obstinacy, and his dislike of the 
Norman dynasty. The former feeling gradually gave way before the 
endearments of his ward, and the pride which he could not help nourishing in 
the fame of his son. Besides, he was not insensible to the honour of allying his 
own line to that of Alfred, when the superior claims of the descendant of Edward 
the Confessor were abandoned for ever. Cedric's aversion to the Norman race of 
kings was also much undermined,--first, by consideration of the impossibility of 
ridding England of the new dynasty, a feeling which goes far to create loyalty in 
the subject to the king "de facto"; and, secondly, by the personal attention of King 
Richard, who delighted in the blunt humour of Cedric, and, to use the language 
of the Wardour Manuscript, so dealt with the noble Saxon, that, ere he had been 
a guest at court for seven days, he had given his consent to the marriage of his 
ward Rowena and his son Wilfred of Ivanhoe. 


The nuptials of our hero, thus formally approved by his father, were 
celebrated in the most august of temples, the noble Minster of York. The King 
himself attended, and from the countenance which he afforded on this and other 
occasions to the distressed and hitherto degraded Saxons, gave them a safer and 
more certain prospect of attaining their just rights, than they could reasonably 
hope from the precarious chance of a civil war. The Church gave her full 
solemnities, graced with all the splendour which she of Rome knows how to 
apply with such brilliant effect. 


Gurth, gallantly apparelled, attended as esquire upon his young master 
whom he had served so faithfully, and the magnanimous Wamba, decorated 


Thesaurus 


aversion, distaste; (v) detest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, fondness, 


attaining: (v) attain, achieve; (n) 
attainment. 


humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body 
fluid, temper, mood, amiability, 


celebrated: (adj) renowned, famous, 
distinguished, notable, noted, 
splendid, well-known, known, 
famed, eminent; (adj, n) glorious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) minor, unexalted, 
ordinary, obscure, undistinguished, 
inglorious, insignificant. 

dislike: (n) disapproval, disaffection, 
antipathy, disdain, disfavor, 
revulsion; (n, v) hate, disinclination, 


taste, attraction, enjoyment, 
preference, longing; (v) like, enjoy, 
approve, adore. 


faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, 


sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, 
inaccurately. 


drollery, disposition; (adj) humorous; 
(v) gratify. 

nuptials: (n) wedding, matrimony, 
bridal, wedding ceremony, marriage 
ceremony, spousal, wedding party, 
ceremonial, ceremony, espousal, 
hymeneals. ANTONYM: (n) divorce. 

ridding: (n) expulsion, removal, 
clearout, elimination. 

temples: (n) brow. 
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with a new cap and a most gorgeous set of silver bells. Sharers of Wilfred's 
dangers and adversity, they remained, as they had a right to expect, the 
partakers of his more prosperous career. 


But besides this domestic retinue, these distinguished nuptials were 
celebrated by the attendance of the high-born Normans, as well as Saxons, joined 
with the universal jubilee of the lower orders, that marked the marriage of two 
individuals as a pledge of the future peace and harmony betwixt two races, 
which, since that period, have been so completely mingled, that the distinction 
has become wholly invisible. Cedric lived to see this union approximate towards 
its completion; for as the two nations mixed in society and formed intermarriages 
with each other, the Normans abated their scorn, and the Saxons were refined 
from their rusticity. But it was not until the reign of Edward the Third that the 
mixed language, now termed English, was spoken at the court of London, and 
that the hostile distinction of Norman and Saxon seems entirely to have 
disappeared. 


It was upon the second morning after this happy bridal, that the Lady 
Rowena was made acquainted by her handmaid Elgitha, that a damsel desired 
admission to her presence, and solicited that their parley might be without 
witness. Rowena wondered, hesitated, became curious, and ended by 
commanding the damsel to be admitted, and her attendants to withdraw. 


She entered--a noble and commanding figure, the long white veil, in which 
she was shrouded, overshadowing rather than concealing the elegance and 
majesty of her shape. Her demeanour was that of respect, unmingled by the 
least shade either of fear, or of a wish to propitiate favour. Rowena was ever 
ready to acknowledge the claims, and attend to the feelings, of others. She arose, 
and would have conducted her lovely visitor to a seat; but the stranger looked at 
Elgitha, and again intimated a wish to discourse with the Lady Rowena alone. 
Elgitha had no sooner retired with unwilling steps, than, to the surprise of the 
Lady of Ivanhoe, her fair visitant kneeled on one knee, pressed her hands to her 
forehead, and bending her head to the ground, in spite of Rowena's resistance, 
kissed the embroidered hem of her tunic. 


Thesaurus 
bells: (n) addition, approval, jubilee: (n) celebration, carnival, placate, assuage, atone, compose, 
matrimony, marriage, approbation, jubilation, triumph, fete, holiday, calm, allay, becalm; (adj, v) reconcile. 
wedding. festival, paean, festivity, gala, rusticity: (n) inurbanity, gaucherie, 
concealing: (n) covering, concealment, ovation. stiffness, simplicity, faux pas, gaffe, 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening, overshadowing: (adj) consuming, coarseness, clumsiness, gracelessness; 
burying, screenings, activity; (adj) major, overwhelming, uncontrollable, (adj) low life, mauvais ton. 
suppressive. unbearable, intense. shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
handmaid: (n) handmaiden, servant, parley: (v) negotiate, converse, confer, veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a veil, 
subordinateness, subsidiarity, consult; (n, v) talk, treat; (n) unseen, ulterior, masked, enclosed, 
maidservant, maid, housemaid, conversation, interview, colloquy, misty. 
ancille, minister, biddy. meeting, consultation. visitant: (n) visitor, apparition, 


individuals: (n) people, persons. propitiate: (v) pacify, mollify, appease, traveler, invitee, arrival, traveller. 
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"What means this, lady?" said the surprised bride; "or why do you offer to me 
a deference so unusual?" 


"Because to you, Lady of Ivanhoe," said Rebecca, rising up and resuming the 
usual quiet dignity of her manner, "I may lawfully, and without rebuke, pay the 
debt of gratitude which I owe to Wilfred of Ivanhoe. I am--forgive the boldness 
which has offered to you the homage of my country--I am the unhappy Jewess, 
for whom your husband hazarded his life against such fearful odds in the 
tiltyard of Templestowe." 


"Damsel," said Rowena, "Wilfred of Ivanhoe on that day rendered back but in 
slight measure your unceasing charity towards him in his wounds and 
misfortunes. Speak, is there aught remains in which he or I can serve thee?" 


"Nothing," said Rebecca, calmly, "unless you will transmit to him my grateful 
farewell." 


"You leave England then?" said Rowena, scarce recovering the surprise of 
this extraordinary visit. 


"I leave it, lady, ere this moon again changes. My father had a brother high in 
favour with Mohammed Boabdil, King of Grenada --thither we go, secure of 
peace and protection, for the payment of such ransom as the Moslem exact from 
our people." 


"And are you not then as well protected in England?" said Rowena. "My 
husband has favour with the King--the King himself is just and generous." 


"Lady," said Rebecca, "I doubt it not--but the people of England are a fierce 
race, quarrelling ever with their neighbours or among themselves, and ready to 
plunge the sword into the bowels of each other. Such is no safe abode for the 
children of my people. Ephraim is an heartless dove--Issachar an over-laboured 
drudge, which stoops between two burdens. Not in a land of war and blood, 
surrounded by hostile neighbours, and distracted by internal factions, can Israel 
hope to rest during her wanderings." 


"But you, maiden," said Rowena--"you surely can have nothing to fear. She 
who nursed the sick-bed of Ivanhoe," she continued, rising with enthusiasm-- 


Thesaurus 
fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, sympathetic, gentle, harmonious, dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, intense, hospitable, lush. (n) dissension. 
ardent; (adj, v) savage, furious. lawfully: (adv) justly, legally, recovering: (v) recover, regain, restore; 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, mild, rightfully, licitly, statutorily, fairly, (adj) better; (n) rehabilitation, 
calm, quiet, tame, docile, weak, validly, de jure, officially, rightly, recovery, rescue, relaxation; (adv) 
peaceful, pleasant. truely. ANTONYMS: (adv) getting better, on the road to 
hostile: (adj) aggressive, contrary, unlawfully, illegitimately. recovery, improving. 
adverse, warlike, belligerent, moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, transmit: (v) pass, communicate, 
unfavorable, averse, opposed, moonshine, satellite, moonlight, luck, convey, send, transfer, carry, 
antagonistic, inimical, irreconcilable. lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, orb of broadcast, forward, propagate, pass 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, warm, night; (v) daydream. on, give. ANTONYMS: (v) receive, 


allied, open, amicable, favorable, quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in take, get, withhold, keep. 
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"she can have nothing to fear in England, where Saxon and Norman will contend 
who shall most do her honour." 


"Thy speech is fair, lady," said Rebecca, "and thy purpose fairer; but it may 
not be--there is a gulf betwixt us. Our breeding, our faith, alike forbid either to 
pass over it. Farewell--yet, ere I go indulge me one request. The bridal-veil 
hangs over thy face; deign to raise it, and let me see the features of which fame 
speaks so highly." 


"They are scarce worthy of being looked upon," said Rowena; "but, expecting 
the same from my visitant, I remove the veil." 


She took it off accordingly; and, partly from the consciousness of beauty, 
partly from bashfulness, she blushed so intensely, that cheek, brow, neck, and 
bosom, were suffused with crimson. Rebecca blushed also, but it was a 
momentary feeling; and, mastered by higher emotions, past slowly from her 
features like the crimson cloud, which changes colour when the sun sinks 
beneath the horizon. 


"Lady," she said, "the countenance you have deigned to show me will long 
dwell in my remembrance. There reigns in it gentleness and goodness; and if a 
tinge of the world's pride or vanities may mix with an expression so lovely, how 
should we chide that which is of earth for bearing some colour of its original? 
Long, long will I remember your features, and bless God that I leave my noble 
deliverer united with--" 


She stopped short--her eyes filled with tears. She hastily wiped them, and 
answered to the anxious enquiries of Rowena --"I am well, lady--well. But my 
heart swells when I think of Torquilstone and the lists of Templestowe.--Farewell. 
One, the most trifling part of my duty, remains undischarged. Accept this 
casket--startle not at its contents." 


Rowena opened the small silver-chased casket, and perceived a carcanet, or 
neck lace, with ear-jewels, of diamonds, which were obviously of immense value. 


"It is impossible," she said, tendering back the casket. "I dare not accept a gift 
of such consequence." 


Thesaurus 
casket: (n) box, coffin, chest, benevolence, mercy. ANTONYMS: hardly, superficially, 
sarcophagus, coffer, caddy, bier, (n) severity, harshness, fierceness, unexceptionally. 
gasket, reliquary, desk; (v) enclose. cruelty, ferocity, brusqueness, tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, stain, 
chide: (n, v) censure, reprimand, abruptness, rage, callousness, touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
blame; (v) rebuke, admonish, chasten, sharpness, roughness. undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
lecture, scold, reproach, chastise, intensely: (adj, adv) extremely; (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
reprove. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, strongly, powerfully, severely, white, information, pallor. 
laud, commend, compliment, violently, vehemently, acutely, undischarged: (adj) owed, owing, 
approve. keenly, brightly, profoundly, fiercely. unpaid, loaded, striking, great, 
gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, courtesy, ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, calmly, uncollected, unexploded, salient, 
benignity, compassion; (n) kindliness, gently, dully, indifferently, prominent, due. 


lenity, mildness, sweetness, softness, impassively, jokingly, slightly, 
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"Yet keep it, lady," returned Rebecca.--"You have power, rank, command, 
influence; we have wealth, the source both of our strength and weakness; the 
value of these toys, ten times multiplied, would not influence half so much as 
your slightest wish. To you, therefore, the gift is of little value,--and to me, what 
I part with is of much less. Let me not think you deem so wretchedly ill of my 
nation as your commons believe. Think ye that I prize these sparkling fragments 
of stone above my liberty? or that my father values them in comparison to the 
honour of his only child? Accept them, lady--to me they are valueless. I will 
never wear jewels more." 


"You are then unhappy!" said Rowena, struck with the manner in which 
Rebecca uttered the last words. "O, remain with us--the counsel of holy men will 
wean you from your erring law, and I will be a sister to you." 


"No, lady," answered Rebecca, the same calm melancholy reigning in her soft 
voice and beautiful features--"that--may not be. I may not change the faith of my 
fathers like a garment unsuited to the climate in which I seek to dwell, and 
unhappy, lady, I will not be. He, to whom I dedicate my future life, will be my 
comforter, if I do His will." 


"Have you then convents, to one of which you mean to retire?" asked 
Rowena. 


"No, lady," said the Jewess; "but among our people, since the time of 
Abraham downwards, have been women who have devoted their thoughts to 
Heaven, and their actions to works of kindness to men, tending the sick, feeding 
the hungry, and relieving the distressed. Among these will Rebecca be 
numbered. Say this to thy lord, should he chance to enquire after the fate of her 
whose life he saved." 


There was an involuntary tremour on Rebecca's voice, and a tenderness of 
accent, which perhaps betrayed more than she would willingly have expressed. 
She hastened to bid Rowena adieu. 


Thesaurus 
dedicate: (v) apply, devote, commit, lifeless, lethargic. unvalued, trifling, of no value, 
bless, render, sanctify, pay, tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, rubbish, priceless, refuse. 
inaugurate, give, destine; (prep, v) set treatment, attention, babysitting, ANTONYM: (adj) valuable. 
apart. ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, wean: (v) alienate, disaffect, extricate, 
alienate, desecrate, dishonor, prone, disposed. spane, raise, loose, free, disentangle, 
disrespect, steal, take, withhold, unsuited: (adj) incompatible, detach, deprive; (n) weanling. 
misuse, keep. inappropriate, inapplicable, inapt, wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) improper, unfit, unbecoming, unhappily, desperately, calamitously, 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, mismated, mismatched, inapposite, sadly, meanly, forlornly, piteously, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, incongruous. disastrously, gloomily; (adj, adv) 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. valueless: (adj) useless, futile, miserably. ANTONYM: (adv) 


ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, insignificant, meaningless, null, hopefully. 
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"Farewell," she said. "May He, who made both Jew and Christian, shower 
down on you his choicest blessings! The bark that waits us hence will be under 
weigh ere we can reach the port." 


She glided from the apartment, leaving Rowena surprised as if a vision had 
passed before her. The fair Saxon related the singular conference to her husband, 
on whose mind it made a deep impression. He lived long and happily with 
Rowena, for they were attached to each other by the bonds of early affection, and 
they loved each other the more, from the recollection of the obstacles which had 
impeded their union. Yet it would be enquiring too curiously to ask, whether 
the recollection of Rebecca's beauty and magnanimity did not recur to his mind 
more frequently than the fair descendant of Alfred might altogether have 
approved. 


Ivanhoe distinguished himself in the service of Richard, and was graced with 
farther marks of the royal favour. He might have risen still higher, but for the 
premature death of the heroic Coeur-de-Lion, before the Castle of Chaluz, near 
Limoges. With the life of a generous, but rash and romantic monarch, perished 
all the projects which his ambition and his generosity had formed; to whom may 
be applied, with a slight alteration, the lines composed by Johnson for Charles of 
Sweden-- 


His fate was destined to a foreign strand, A petty fortress and an "humble" 
hand; He left the name at which the world grew pale, To point a moral, or adorn 
a TALE. 


Thesaurus 

adorn: (v) deck, dress, embellish, frivolous, paltry, puny, negligible, late. 
ornament, beautify, enrich, grace, light, mean, minute, exiguous. recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
trim, garnish, gild, blazon. ANTONYMS: (adj) important, reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
ANTONYMS: (v) mar, disfigure, serious, generous, profound, persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
deform, deface, damage, hurt. significant, expansive, crucial, ANTONYM: (v) cease. 

curiously: (adv) inquisitively, considerable, broadminded, shower: (n, v) wash, rain, hail, drizzle, 
peculiarly, unusually, strangely, enormous. bath; (v) sprinkle, bathe, shed, scatter; 
nosily, pryingly, queerly, funnily, premature: (adj) untimely, early, (n) rain shower, rainfall. ANTONYM: 
weirdly; (adj, adv) singularly, immature, inopportune, forward, (n) trickle. 
particularly. ANTONYMS: (adv) previous, rash, unripe; (n) precocity, strand: (n, v) beach; (n) shore, rope, 
ordinarily, typically. precociousness, prematurity. line, filament, string, waterside, 


petty: (adj) insignificant, trivial, little, ANTONYMS: (adj) overdue, timely, chain, bank; (v) maroon, desert. 


aaron: (n) hank Aaron 

abacus: (n) calculator, tablet, 
nomogram, aback, adding machine; 
(v) tallies, slipstick, slide rule, 
logometer, difference engine, 
calculating machine 

abashed: (adj, v) discomfited; (adj) 
mortified, sheepish, embarrassed, 
ashamed, confused, humiliated, 
afraid, shamefaced, confounded; (v) 
dashed. ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, 
undaunted, reassured, pleased, 
heartened, emboldened, cool, 
confident, composed, relaxed, 
unabashed 

abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, remit, 
slack, slake, wane, relax, lessen, 
diminish, allay. ANTONYMS: (v) 
rise, grow, magnify, surge, intensify, 
expand, enlarge, enhance, amplify, 
prolong, extend 

abated: (adj) slack 

abatement: (n) rebate, deduction, 
discount, reprieve, abate, break, 
interruption, decrease, suspension, 
subsidence; (n, v) reduction 

abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, 
detestation, hatred, aversion, 
disgust, execration, hate, loathing, 
revulsion, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, adoration, delight, liking, 
attractiveness 

abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant 

abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, low, 
wretched, despicable, sordid, base, 
mean, vile; (n) ignominious, dirty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, 
proud, dignified, commendable, 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy 

abjure: (v) renounce, recant, abdicate, 
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GLOSSARY 


deny, forswear, disavow, abandon, 
reject, recall, repudiate, revoke 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abomination: (n) abhorrence, 
revulsion, atrocity, hatred, 
detestation, execration, hate, 
loathing, repugnance, outrage, 
aversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adoration, affection, appreciation, 
approval, benefit, delight, esteem, 
gratification, joy, kindness, blessing 

abounding: (adj) rich, abundant, full, 
rife, replete, affluent, wealthy, 
plentiful, ample, fraught, prolific. 
ANTONYM: (adj) poor 

abreast: (adv) opposite, acquainted, 
off, au fait, alongside, on one side, 
abeam; (adj) near, aligned, 
knowledgeable; (prep) against. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uninformed, 
lost, unaware 

abridge: (v) abbreviate, cut, reduce, 
condense, contract, summarize, cut 
short, compress, truncate; (adj, v) 
curtail, abstract. ANTONYMS: (v) 
lengthen, augment, increase, extend, 
enlarge, broaden, amplify, add, pad, 
supplement, elaborate 

abridged: (adj) abbreviated, 
condensed, concise, capsule, 
compendious, abbreviate, truncated, 
reduced, pocket, incomplete; (v) 
abrege. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabridged 

abridgement: (n) abridgment, 
condensation, capsule, epitome, 
summarization, synopsis, abstract, 
compendium, outline, contraction, 
curtailment. ANTONYM: (n) 
expansion 

absolution: (n) remission, exemption, 
forgiveness, justification, release, 
exoneration, condonation, remittal, 
dispensation, redemption; (n, v) 
excuse. ANTONYMS: (n) conviction, 
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intolerance 

absolve: (adj, v) justify; (v) forgive, 
exculpate, exonerate, acquit, free, 
pardon, remit, clear, redeem, 
discharge. ANTONYMS: (v) convict, 
blame, condemn, sentence, punish, 
obligate, incriminate, impeach, hold, 
charge, bind 

absolved: (adj) exculpated, exempt, 
exonerated, cleared, vindicated, 
guiltless; (v) quit 

abstain: (v) desist, forbear, avoid, 
give up, eschew, withhold, cease, 
decline, fast, neglect; (adj, v) deny 
oneself. ANTONYMS: (v) consume, 
yield, use, surrender, partake, 
indulge, imbibe, persist, vote, eat 

abstemiousness: (n) temperance, 
soberness, restraint, sobriety, 
frugality, moderation, chastity, self- 
control, austerity. ANTONYM: (n) 
indulgence 

abstinence: (n) temperance, 
abstention, forbearance, sobriety, 
chastity, soberness, celibacy, 
teetotalism, fast, abstinency, 
restraint. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
intoxication, revelry, intemperance, 
drunkenness, dissipation, 
extravagance, wantonness 

abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
junction, juncture 

accelerating: (adj) faster, progressive 

acceptably: (adv) adequately, 
endurably, as it should be, amply, 
right, reasonably, suitably, 
sufficiently, properly, okay, in the 
approved manner. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unreasonably, unacceptably, 
offensively, badly, insufficiently, 
unsatisfactorily, unsuitably, 
incorrectly, intolerably 

acclamation: (n) applause, ovation, 
plaudit, praise, cheer, eclat, 
approval, commendation, vox 
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populi, adulation, hand. 
ANTONYMS: (n) razzing, jeers, 
hisses, heckles, catcalls, vituperation, 
disapproval 

accommodating: (adj) obliging, 
yielding, cooperative, docile, 
submissive, willing, kind, gracious, 
friendly, accommodative, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, alienating, 
disobliging, inflexible, intolerant, 
ungracious, unkind, unsympathetic, 
uncooperative, unaccommodating, 
resistant 

accompaniments: (n) equipment, 
trimmings, fixing 

accomplice: (n) abettor, accessary, 
partner, companion, partaker, 
confederate, accessory after the fact, 
abetter, friend; (adj, n) associate, 
coadjutor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adversary, enemy, opponent, 
observer 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, 
realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplishing: (n) doing; (adj) 
effectual 

accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat 

accomplishments: (n) benefit, actions, 
background, Comings and Goings, 
deeds, events, happenings, activities 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accrued: (adj) increased 

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded 

acknowledgment: (n) admission, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
confession, greeting, credit, 
allowance, declaration, agreement, 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, 
defiance 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acquiesce: (v) assent, accept, agree, 
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consent, acknowledge, yield, submit, 
concur, permit, surrender, defer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
dissent, protest, object, fight, 
challenge, rebuff 

acquiescence: (n) compliance, 
consent, resignation, permission, 
sanction, approval, accord, 
agreement, submission, conformity; 
(n, v) assent. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disagreement, insubordination, 
rebellion, defiance, rejection 

acquiescent: (adj) agreeable, 
submissive, resigned, compliant, 
biddable, docile, meek, amenable, 
yielding, passive, tractable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) firm, assertive, 
unwilling, stubborn, conflicting, 
intractable 

acquittal: (n, v) absolution, discharge; 
(n) justification, release, pardon, 
acquittance, acquitment, 
performance, fulfillment, 
forgiveness, exoneration. 
ANTONYM: (n) sentence 

acquittance: (n) release, absolution, 
redemption, extrication, voucher, 
repayment; (v) discharge, quittance, 
absolve; (n, v) dismission, vent 

adamantine: (adj) hard, inexorable, 
intransigent, strong, robust, puissant, 
valid, powerful, potent, rigid, 
inflexible 

addicted: (adj) habituated, dedicated, 
habitual, hooked, devoted, 
accustomed, captivated, devote, 
obsessive, obsessed; (v) dedicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaccustomed, 
averse, disinclined, independent, 
opposed, unenthusiastic, occasional 

adherent: (n) follower, partisan, 
believer, fan, devotee, votary, 
supporter, ally, backer; (adj) sticky, 
tacky. ANTONYMS: (n) opponent, 
skeptic, detractor 

adhering: (adj, v) adhesive; (n) 
adherence; (adj) partisan; (prep) on; 
(v) cohesive 

adieu: (int, n) farewell; (n) vale, 
valediction, goodbye, leave, cheerio, 
adios, bye, so long, parting; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYM: (n) greeting 

adjudge: (v) adjudicate, condemn, 
award, acknowledge, decide, 
declare, convict, pronounce, admit, 
sentence; (n) give 

admirer: (n) enthusiast, fan, devotee, 
supporter, votary, worshiper, wooer, 
beau, fancier; (adj) suitor; (adj, n) 
lover 

admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 


inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input 

adorn: (v) deck, dress, embellish, 
ornament, beautify, enrich, grace, 
trim, garnish, gild, blazon. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mar, disfigure, 
deform, deface, damage, hurt 

adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned 

adventitious: (adj) accidental, 
secondary, random, haphazard, 
casual, aleatory, incident, 
promiscuous, incidental, fortuitous, 
foreign 

adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, 
milquetoast 

adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, 
competitor, rival, opposition, 
opposer, contestant, match, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, 
friend, partner, helper, assistant 

adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege 

affectation: (n) pretension, feint, pose, 
display, airs, affectedness, 
ostentation, show, pretense, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) 
artlessness, honesty, modesty 

affections: (n) bosom 

affianced: (adj, v) betrothed; (adj) 
intended, busy, occupied, 
trothplight, pledged, contract, 
committed, attached; (v) bound; (n) 
fiance 

affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress 

affirmative: (adj) positive, 
affirmatory, assertive, ratifying, 
concurring; (adv) yes; (n) 
affirmation, avowal, assenting; (adj, 
v) predicatory, declaratory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dissenting; (n) 
no 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) 


distress, regret, martyrdom, torment, 
curse, trial, bane, misadventure, 
sorrow, agony. ANTONYMS: (n) 
gift, godsend, solace, blessing 

affray: (n) fray, riot, quarrel, fracas, 
affrayment, brawl, clash, hubbub, 
melee, ado, scrap 

affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) 
affright 

affront: (n, v) insult, abuse, outrage, 
slight, snub; (v) face, offend; (n) 
disgrace, slur, offense, mortification. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
please, placate, mollify, gratify, 
flatter, assuage, appease, adulate; (n) 
pleasantry, appeasement 

affronting: (adj) insulting 

afoot: (n) afloat, prevalent; (v) on foot, 
on the tapis, agoing; (adv) walking, 
abroach; (adj) underway, itinerant, 
current 

aforesaid: (adj) aforenamed, said, 
foregoing, above-mentioned, same, 
preceding, former, foresaid 

agape: (adj, v) aghast; (adj, n) gaping; 
(adj) spellbound, open, bewildered, 
dumbfounded; (n) Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, fellow feeling; (v) 
breathless, all agog 

aggravation: (n) deterioration, 
irritation, bother, heightening, 
exacerbation, annoyance, 
harassment, aggrandizement, 
aggression, botheration, 
complication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, improvement, pleasure, 
comfort, delight, relieving, lessening, 
balm, support 

aghast: (adj) dismayed, appalled, 
horrified, frightened, scared, 
terrified, confounded, astonished; 
(n) agape; (v) all agog, breathless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undisturbed, 
unperturbed, unsurprised 

agility: (n) quickness, lightness, 
alacrity, adroitness, promptitude, 
mobility, legerdemain, liveliness, 
rapidity, speed, activity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
oafishness, inflexibility, heaviness, 
awkwardness 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, 
tense, jumpy, overwrought, anxious, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, 
cool, still 

agitating: (adj) stirring, provoking, 
poignant, vexatious, sensational, 
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provocative, afflictive, terrific 

agitator: (n) incendiary, demagogue, 
insurgent, fomenter, ringleader, 
rebel, anarchist, instigator, rioter, 
firebrand, stirrer 

agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) 
painful, harrowing, poignant, 
grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 
painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional 

agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, 
pleasantly, sympathetically, 
pleasingly, suitably, well, 
melodically, accordingly, affably, 
genially; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
incongruously, uncooperatively, 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, 
harshly 

ague: (n) acute, symptom, sickness, 
malady, illness, malaria, paludism, 
swamp fever, chills and fever; (adj) 
appendicitis, angina pectoris 

aiding: (adj) healthy, subventitious, 
subsidiary, serviceable, auxiliary, 
convenient 

ajar: (v) dissentient, unclosed, 
unstopped, wide open, out of tune; 
(adj) open, gaping, partly open, not 
closed 

alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, 
delay 

alchemist: (n) alchemister, 
intellectual, intellect, philosopher, 
alchymy, chemic 

alderman: (n) councilman, constable, 
portreeve, warden, ealdorman, 
deputy mayor, seneschal, 
councilwoman, burgomaster, 
Corregidor 

alembic: (n) retort, can, kettle, 
capsule, matrix, bolthead, flask, 
limbec, matrass, receiver; (n, v) 
crucible 

alertness: (n) watchfulness, agility, 
alacrity, nimbleness, liveliness, 
jealousy, wariness, attention, 
quickness, intelligence, 
consciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dream, drowsiness, inattentiveness, 
slowness, unconsciousness 

alienated: (adj) disaffected, antisocial, 
bitter, confused, contumacious, cool, 
disloyal, anomic, disturbed, far, 
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factious 

allege: (v) maintain, plead, say, 
affirm, argue, confirm, assert, aver, 
claim, certify, declare. ANTONYMS: 
(v) deny, contradict, disagree, 
dissent, object, protest, repudiate, 
contravene 

allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, 
selected 

allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, 
mean, notice, pertain 

allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, cue, 
suggestion, mention, intimation, 
pointer, insinuation, implication, 
indication, clue 

alms: (n) handout, charity, 
benefaction, gift, donation, 
contribution, offering, bounty; (n, v) 
sportula, largess; (v) relieve 

aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, 
on high, over, aloof, upwards, uphill, 
above ground; (prep) upon; (adj) 
eminent, lofty 

alternately: (adv) alternatively, by 
turns, in turn, secondarily, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, 
adv) on and off 

amaze: (adj, v) astonish, surprise; (v) 
dumbfound, baffle, astound, stagger, 
puzzle, dazzle, discombobulate, 
alarm; (adj) astonished. 
ANTONYM: (v) expect 

amble: (n, v) stroll, walk, ramble, trot, 
wander, run, hike; (v) mosey, 
dawdle, gallop; (n) promenade. 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, hurry, run, 
stride 

ambuscade: (n, v) ambush, trap; (v) 
waylay, bushwhack, lurk, lie in wait, 
scupper; (n) bushment, lying in wait, 
ambuscado 

amends: (n) atonement, 
compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 
reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amice: (n) ames, amess, amict, 
almuce, capouch 

amorous: (adj) amatory, romantic, 
amative, affectionate, passionate, 
fond, warm, ardent, erotic, tender, 
impassioned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cold, hateful, repulsed, unfriendly, 
cool 

amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, 
arena, stadium, gallery, bowl, 
coliseum, colosseum 

amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, 
sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, 
lavishly, plentifully, richly, 
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generously, enough, adequately, 
capaciously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, inadequately, illiberally, 
sparingly, poorly 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint 

anathema: (n) imprecation, curse, 
execration, abomination, 
commination, ban, malison, bane, 
fulmination, maranatha; (adj, n) 
taboo. ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
love, beloved 

ancestry: (n) origin, descent, birth, 
derivation, extraction, family, 
pedigree, lineage, line, heredity, 
breed. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendants, posterity 

anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, 
tethered 

anchoret: (n) solitary, anchorite, 
anchor 

anchorite: (n) hermit, recluse, monk, 
eremite, troglodyte, nun, 
Augustinian 

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, 
once again, new; (adj) only 
yesterday, the other day, just now 

animate: (v) inspire, encourage, 
quicken, invigorate, stimulate, 
revive, hearten; (adj, v) cheer, 
inspirit, exhilarate; (adj) live. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deaden, inhibit, 
kill, discourage; (adj) inanimate, 
dead, dull, dispirited, insentient, 
sluggish, spiritless 

animating: (adj) enlivening, 
invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, exhilarating, 
glad, animated, exciting; (n) 
awakening 

animosity: (n) hatred, enmity, anger, 
malice, rancor, resentment, venom, 
bad blood, antagonism, spite, 
abhorrence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
companionship, affection, love, 
friendship, harmony, goodwill, 
cooperation 

annotations: (n) remarks, 
observations, explanation, notes, 
comments 

annunciation: (n) enunciation, 
promulgation, proclamation, 
declaration, Lady Day, 
Annunciation Day 

anoint: (v) oil, sanctify, embrocate, do 
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over, consecrate, dedicate, smear, 
imbue, bless, embalm, freshen. 
ANTONYMS: (v) curse, damn 

anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, 
greasy; (v) anoint 

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath 

answerable: (adj, v) amenable, liable, 
responsible, subject, exposed, 
bound; (v) uncommendable, 
exceptionable; (adj) conformable, 
adequate, responsal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irrefutable, unaccountable 

antagonist: (n) opponent, adversary, 
enemy, foe, rival, match, opposition, 
opposer, assailant, opposite, 
competitor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
supporter, advocate, colleague, 
synergist, ally, defender 

antechamber: (n) lobby, anteroom, 
hall, foyer, hallway, waiting room, 
room, corridor, antichamber, cell, 
entry 

anteroom: (n) foyer, vestibule, 
antechamber, lobby, waiting room, 
room, hallway, sitting area, alcove, 
entrance hall 

antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 
abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, attraction, 
liking, like, leaning, regard, appeal, 
appreciation, admiration, affection, 
friendliness 

antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, 
new 

antiquary: (n) antiquarian, expert, 
archaeologist, antiquist 

antiquated: (adj) old, aged, 
antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, 
recent, current 

antiquities: (n) antique 

apathy: (n) indifference, inactivity, 
lassitude, inertia, lethargy, passivity, 
supineness, passiveness, 
lukewarmness, emotionlessness, 
impassivity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
keenness, energy, interest, 
inquisitiveness, vitality, drive, 
eagerness, concern, involvement, 
enjoyment, desire 

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure 


apish: (v) aping, mimicking; (adj) 
apelike, foppish, foolish, anthropoid, 
anthropoidal, mock, mannered, 
imitative 

apocryphal: (adj) untrue, 
questionable, fallacious, fictitious, 
spurious, antiscriptural, bogus, 
unreal, unauthenticated, 
ungrounded; (v) problematical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) authentic, 
doubtless, real, substantiated 

apollyon: (n) Abaddon 

apostolical: (adj) pontifical, papal 

apothecary: (n) druggist, pharmacy, 
chemist, caregiver, dispensing 
chemist, medical attendant, 
pothecary, potecary, pill pusher, 
pharmacopolist, pharmacologist 

apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe 

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision 

appeased: (adj) content, pacate 

appertain: (v) belong, relate, apply, 
dwell, lie, consist, regard, touch, 
refer, concern 

applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, 
extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, 
approve, compliment, exalt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, disparage, 
lament, hiss, censure, commiserate, 
condemn 

applauded: (adj) famous, highly 
praised, commended 

appoints: (v) appoint 

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in custody, 
detained, appreciated, 
comprehended 

apprehending: (v) apprehend; (n) 
perception, thought, recognition 

apprised: (adj) conscious, informed, 
familiar, knowledgeable 

apprize: (v) advise, appreciate, 
instruct, notify, advertise, esteem, 
enlighten, inform, value, appraise, 
revalue. ANTONYM: (v) depreciate 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, 
appreciation, favor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism 


appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved 

aquiline: (adj) hooked, aduncous, 
angular, jagged, serrated, curved, 
bent, uncinated 

arabian: (n) Arab, Saracen, Beduin, 
Bedouin; (adj) arabesque 

arbor: (n) bower, mandrel, axle, 
spindle, hinge, arbour, axis, mandril, 
alcove, stud, frame 

archery: (n) rifle shooting, athletics, 
projectiles, ballistics 

ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm 

ardour: (n) fervency, fervidness, 
fervor, fervour, fire, elan, zeal, 
violence, ardency, assiduity, 
application 

arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding 

aright: (adv) correctly, right, well, 
true, not Amis, satisfactorily, 
favorably, justly, exactly, rightly, 
properly 

armenian: (n) Armenian alphabet, 
Ermin 

arming: (n) arms, militarisation, 
mobilization, militarization, 
mobilisation, armed, outfitting, 
equipping 

armorial: (v) typical, symptomatic, 
symbolic, representative, 
pathognomonic, exponential, 
emblematic, diagnostic, diacritical, 
demonstrative, characteristic 

armourer: (n) maker, manufacturer, 
artificer 

armoury: (n) arsenal, resourcefulness, 
foundry, imagination, metalworks, 
resource, inventory, armament 

arrant: (adj) rank, unmitigated, 
thorough, stark, utter, ill, gross, 
infamous, bad, blatant, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) minor 

arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, 
accustomed 

artful: (adj) crafty, cunning, scheming, 
wily, shrewd, insidious, designing, 
sly, adroit, subtle, disingenuous. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) artless, 
unskillful, inept, ingenuous, 
unskilled, open, straight 

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness 

ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, 
increase, elevate; (n) ascending, 
ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, 
drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink 

ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up 

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, recognized, 
received, noted, notorious, decisive, 
unmistakable, unequivocal, positive 

ascetic: (adj) abstemious, austere, 
Spartan, ascetical, severe; (n) hermit, 
abstinent, monk, recluse, eisel, 
abstainer. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sumptuous, fussy, hedonistic, lavish 

ascribe: (v) assign, impute, accredit, 
arrogate, attach, lay, refer, 
anthropomorphize, blame, lay claim, 
claim 

ashy: (adj) wan, ashen, pale, sallow, 
pallid, grey, livid, gray, cadaverous, 
pasty, white 

aspire: (v) aim, lust, hanker, crave, 
plan, hope, want, rise, purpose, 
wish, long. ANTONYM: (v) wallow 

assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, 
besiege, strike, storm, impugn. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
champion, support, protect 

assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) 
aggressive, assailant, offensive 

assaulting: (n) salience 

assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, 
confluence, gathering, gang, 
convention, convocation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, 
scattering 

assembling: (n) assemblage, 
assembly, collection, collecting, 
compilation, meeting, aggregation, 
congregation, montage; (adj) 
gathering, assembled 

asseveration: (n) contention, 
assertion, averment, avowal, claim, 
affidavit, statement, allegation, 
accusation, swearing, promise 

assorted: (adj) different, 
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miscellaneous, sundry, various, 
motley, varied, diverse, 
heterogeneous, multiple, manifold, 
pied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, uniform, same, 
identical, matching, limited, few 

assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, 
ease, solace; (v) calm, abate, mitigate, 
relieve, temper, soften; (adj, v) 
pacify. ANTONYMS: (v) aggravate, 
upset, accentuate, exacerbate 

assuredly: (adv) certainly, 
confidently, positively, securely, 
indeed, definitely, undoubtedly, 
admittedly, safely, insuredly, 
decidedly 

astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast 

astounding: (adj) amazing, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, sensational, 
breathtaking, awesome, staggering, 
prodigious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, comforting, 
predictable, boring, insignificant 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) 
loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; 
(adv, prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, 
prep) thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; 
(adv) sideways, obliquely, 
transversely, traverse, overthwart, 
crossways 

atone: (v) satisfy, pay, propitiate, 
indemnify, compensate, make up, 
recoup, apologize, abye, aby, repent. 
ANTONYM: (v) forfeit 

atonement: (n) amends, reparation, 
satisfaction, compensation, penance, 
redress, redemption, reconciliation, 
recompense, propitiation, penitence 

atrocity: (adj, n) outrage, flagrancy; 
(n) brutality, abomination, barbarity, 
barbarism, violence, atrociousness, 
inhumaneness, crime, horror. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, 
humanity 

attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) 
adhesive 

attaining: (v) attain, achieve; (n) 
attainment 

attaint: (v) dishonor, disgrace, 
condemn, defile, befoul, maculate, 
foul, dishonour, shame, convict, 
profane 

attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 
retinue, tendance, persons present, 
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suite 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate 

attested: (adj) authenticated, 
documented, sworn, authoritative, 
avowed, genuine, historical, valid, 
attested to, guaranteed 

attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, 
wear; (n) costume, garment, outfit, 
clothes; (v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, strip, 
unclothe; (n) nakedness 

attired: (adj) clad, appareled, clothed, 
garbed, habilimented, robed; (adj, 
prep) garmented 

audacious: (adj) brash, arrogant, 
barefaced, bold, daring, impudent, 
intrepid, brave, shameless, 
enterprising, insolent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, timid, cautious, polite, 
reserved, meek, humble, fearful, 
discreet, respectful 

audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 
respect, spinelessness, reticence 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

augment: (v) amplify, add, enhance, 
enlarge, aggrandize, reinforce, boost, 
expand, improve, intensify; (n, v) 
accrue. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
decrease, attenuate, degrade, drop, 
diminish, undermine, minimize, 
lower 

auspicious: (adj) lucky, favorable, 
propitious, happy, prosperous, 
providential, successful, opportune; 
(adj, n) fortunate, helpful; (adj, v) 
auspicial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfortunate, inopportune, 
unfavorable, untimely, ominous, 
unlucky, insignificant 

avails: (n) Vail 

avarice: (n) cupidity, covetousness, 
rapacity, avariciousness, avidity, 
eagerness, voracity, voraciousness, 
stinginess; (adj, n) greediness; (adj) 
extortion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
philanthropy, benevolence, charity 

avaricious: (adj) greedy, grasping, 
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acquisitive, avid, miserly, grabby, 
parsimonious, penurious; (adj, v) 
mercenary, sordid, extortionate 

avenge: (v) revenge, punish, retaliate, 
wreak, vindicate, repay, get even, 
penalize, requite, vengeance, venge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, overlook, 
tolerate, pardon 

avenger: (n) vindicator, revenger, 
wreaker, venger, Eumenides, 
aggressor, assailant, attacker, 
retaliator 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill 

avert: (v) avoid, ward off, turn away, 
repulse, elude, prevent, deflect, 
obviate, shunt, preclude, stop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exacerbate, cause, 
focus, encourage, attract, permit 

avidity: (adj, n) greed, greediness; (n) 
eagerness, ardor, covetousness, lust, 
desire, enthusiasm, rapacity, 
cupidity, avidness 

avouch: (v) assert, affirm, asseverate, 
ensure, declare, admit, acknowledge, 
protest, vouch, warrant; (n, v) avow. 
ANTONYM: (v) disavow 

avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; (n, 
v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) disavow, 
renounce, refute, disclaim, condemn, 
censure 

avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, 
affirmation, admission, statement, 
recognition, acknowledgement, 
announcement, confession, 
testimony; (n, v) profession 

avowed: (adj) acknowledged, attested, 
ostensible, sworn, stated, confirmed, 
declared, pretended, known, 
authenticated, apparent 

awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, spoil, 
quench, douse, stifle 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, 
revival, disenchantment, 
awakenment, introduction, 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: 
(n) suppression 

awaking: (n) waking, awakening 

awarding: (n) award, bestowing, 


giving, grant, donation, 
employment, accolade, awarding of 
a contract 

awkwardness: (n) embarrassment, 
stiffness, unwieldiness, 
inconvenience, gawkiness, 
inelegance, troublesomeness, 
ineptitude, ineptness, gaucherie; (adj, 
n) delicacy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
gracefulness, grace, comfort, 
coordination, pride, urbanity, ease, 
assurance, liveliness, confidence, 
cooperation 

babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense 

backsliding: (n) defection, apostasy, 
recidivation, failure; (adj) pollution, 
reprobation, declension, 
demoralization, depravity, 
perversion, pravity 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

bagdad: (n) Baghdad, capital of Iraq 

bagful: (n) containerful 

balder: (n) Baldr 

baldric: (n) belt, fascia, zodiac, clasp, 
fillet, garland, girt, tyre, wreath, 
cingle, baldrick 

baleful: (adj) baneful, destructive, 
sinister, harmful, pernicious, 
threatening, fatal, hurtful, 
inauspicious, maleficent, malevolent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) benign, 
innocuous, harmless, favorable 

ballad: (n) song, folk song, carol, 
poem, ballade, recitative, solfeggio, 
pastoral, recitativo, ditty, bravura 

balsam: (n) unguent, cordial, 
oleoresin, phanerogam, ptisan, 
spermatophyte, theriac, salve, 
unction, balsamine, ointment 

bandage: (v) bind, wrap, dress, 
envelop; (adj, n) truss, tie; (n) 
swathe, binding, roller, gauze; (adj) 
string. ANTONYM: (v) undress 

bandeau: (n) undergarment, brassiere, 
bra, uplift 

banded: (adj) connected, striped, 
agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted 

banderole: (n) banderol, bannerol, 
quarantine flag, streamer, flag, 
excise stamp, standard 

bandit: (n) outlaw, robber, gangster, 
enemy, thief, scoundrel, rascal, 
mosstrooper, freebooter, bushranger, 
burglar 


bandy: (v) exchange, agitate, band, 
shuttlecock, argue, debate, shuffle, 
brandish, change bands, flap; (n) 
bander 

banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include 

banishment: (n) expulsion, ostracism, 
ouster, proscription, relegation, 
ejection, deportation, dismissal, 
expatriation; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) 
excommunication 

banqueting: (n) eating, feeding 

baptize: (v) name, entitle, christen, 
call, term, baptise, style, denominate, 
define; (n) baptization, baptism 

barbaric: (adj) boorish, uncivil, 
graceless, churlish, uncouth, 
uncivilized, savage, barbarous, wild, 
gross, inhuman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
refined, civilized, cultured, polished 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane 

barbed: (adj) mordant, thorny, sharp, 
pungent, caustic, spiny, cutting, 
acrid, spiteful, acid; (v) barded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

barbican: (n, v) tower 

bard: (n) minstrel, muse; (v) beautify, 
decorate, embellish; (adj) lyrist, 
scald, skald, troubadour, trouvere, 
barred 

bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, 
exposed 

barefaced: (adj) insolent, brassy, open, 
bold, bald, audacious, blatant, 
impudent, overt, presumptuous, 
unconcealed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shamed, reserved, respectful, furtive, 
discreet, prudish, veiled, ashamed 

barefoot: (adj) shoeless, unshod, bare 
footed. ANTONYM: (adj) shoed 

barefooted: (adj) shoeless, unshod, 
discalced, bare footed 

baronial: (adj) lordly, noble, August, 
royal, stately, impressive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) humble 

barony: (n) estate, domain, demesne, 
rank, land, baronage, acres 

barter: (n, v) trade, swap, truck, 
traffic, swop, switch; (v) bargain, 
change; (n) commutation, 
permutation, interchange 

bashfulness: (n) diffidence, shyness, 
coyness, humility, abashment, 
backwardness, reserve, timidity, 
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constraint, embarrassment, stage 
fright 

basilisk: (n) reptile, basilica, iguanid, 
urchin, culverin, viper, serpent, 
mortar, howitzer, heavy gun, field 
piece 

bask: (v) relax, relish, enjoy, revel, 
laze, sunbathe, doze, savour; (adj) 
luxuriate, sweat, glow 

bas-relief: (n) bass-relief 

baton: (n) stick, club, mace, staff, 
wand, verge, truncheon, cudgel, 
pole, rod, alpenstock 

battle-axe: (n) battle-ax 

battlement: (n) fortification, parapet, 
machicolation, embattlement, 
rampart, earthwork, embrasure, 
crenelation; (v) scarp, 
circumvallation, vallum 

bauble: (adj) gimcrack; (n) trinket, 
ornament, trifle, bagatelle, gaud, 
bangle, novelty; (adj, n) toy, 
gewgaw, plaything 

bead: (n, v) drop; (n) astragal, 
beading, pearl, dot, necklace, pellet, 
droplet, beadwork, bubble; (v) 
beautify 

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate 

bearer: (n) holder, carrier, messenger, 
porter, courier, envoy, traveller, 
griever, hamal, lamenter, mourner 

beaver: (n) whiskers, opera hat, 
topper, top hat, stovepipe, alpha 
geminorum, silk hat, high hat, eager 
beaver, dress hat; (adj) irrepressible 

becket: (n) becker, St Thomas a 
becket, saint Thomas a becket, 
Thomas a Becket 

beckoning: (adj) irresistible 

bedecked: (adj) decked out, 
decorated, ornate, ornamented 

bedridden: (adj) sick, bedfast, ill, 
invalid, unwell, ailing, crippled; (adj, 
v) confined; (v) laid up, in hospital, 
invalided 

beeches: (n) Fagus 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; 
(n) take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
shun, ignore, neglect, reject 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver 

beggared: (adj) strapped, poverty- 
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stricken, destitute, poor, needy, 
broke, bereft, beggarly, 
impoverished 

beggarly: (adj) base, mean, shabby, 
sorry, miserable, poor, humble, 
pitiable, ignoble; (adj, n) scrubby, 
vile 

beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, 
destitution 

begone: (int) shoo, scat, out, off, 
avaunt; (v) take off, get out, clear 
out; (adv) aside, absent 

beguiling: (adj) beguile, enchanting, 
delusive, deceptive, enticing, gyp, 
misleading, seductive, inviting, 
fallacious, deceitful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) forgettable, repellent 

beheld: (adj) visual 

behest: (n) command, dictate, order, 
bidding, dictum, ordinance, hest, 
fiat, charge, mandate, injunction 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

behoof: (n) advantage, behalf, service, 
behoove 

beleaguered: (adj) overwhelmed, 
drawn, under attack, under duress, 
secluded, snowed under, targeted, 
on the spot, inundated, hurried, 
haggard 

beleaguering: (n) military blockade, 
Syracuse, besieging, Corregidor, 
Lucknow, Orleans, Atlanta 

belfry: (n) apse, room, bell tower, 
head, pinnacle, belltower 

belial: (n) Asmodeus, Ahriman, titan, 
Moloch, the Devil, Lucifer, Shedim, 
Mephistopheles 

belie: (v) falsify, contradict, negate, 
misrepresent, betray, calumniate, 
defame, dissemble, color, distort, 
garble. ANTONYMS: (v) indicate, 
verify, prove, affirm, attest, reveal 

bellows: (n) blower, lung, bellowing, 
blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator 

bended: (adj) bent, bowed 

bends: (n) caisson disease, 
aeroembolism, air embolism, bend, 
gas embolism, compressed air 
sickness 

benedictine: (n) Maturine, Cluniac, 
Cistercian, Premonstatensian, 
Bonhomme, Carthusian 

benediction: (n, v) blessing; (n) grace, 
orison, thanks, communion, 
doxology, hosanna, invocation, 
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supplication, beatitude; (v) bless. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
malediction, anathema 

benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, 
backer, supporter, giver, Good 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, 
philanthropist, helper, humanitarian. 
ANTONYMS: (n) antagonist, 
opposer, detractor 

benefactress: (n) helper, patroness, 
donor, patron 

beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) malevolence, 
meanness, cruelty, misanthropy, 
wickedness, nastiness, malice 

benighted: (adj) belated, dark, 
unenlightened, illiterate, 
uneducated, unknowing, black, 
gloomy, unpunctual, nighted 

benignity: (n) kindliness, benignancy, 
favor, graciousness, tenderness, 
friendliness, amiability, benefaction; 
(adj, n) kindness, humanity; (adj) 
beneficence 

bennet: (n) bent, avens, wood avens, 
white avens 

beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject 

beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, 
imploring, pleading, precative, 
supplicatory, precatory, 
importunate; (n) prayer; (v) plead; 
(adv) beseechingly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) imperative 

beset: (v) beleaguer, afflict, assault, 
siege, molest, worry, attack, plague, 
obsess, assail; (adv, v) surround 

besetting: (adj) rife, prevalent, 
prevailing, urgent, epidemic, 
compulsive; (v) fixed, hackneyed, 
ingrafted, inveterate, permanent 

beshrew: (v) curse, damn, imprecate, 
bedamn, anathemize, anathematize, 
execrate, maledict; (adj) shrew. 
ANTONYM: (v) bless 

besiege: (v) beset, beleaguer, 
surround, blockade, attack, compass, 
hem in, press, importune, assail, 
bombard. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
please 

besieged: (adj) enclosed, under 
pressure, under attack, targeted, 
struggling, stressed, under fire, 
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fraught, embattled, careworn, 
harassed 

besom: (n, v) broom; (n) brush; (v) 
sieve, screen, shovel, rake, filter, 
mop, riddle 

besotted: (adj) infatuated, pissed, 
tipsy, enamored, hooked, 
muddleheaded, inebriated, blind 
drunk; (v) conceited, dogmatic, 
positive 

bespeak: (v) augur, reserve, point, 
engage, betoken, auspicate, mark, 
prefigure, foreshadow; (n, v) argue, 
imply 

bespoke: (adj) bespoken, custom, 
engaged, affianced, commissioned, 
customized, made to measure, made 
to order, modified, personalized, 
specially made 

bested: (adj) beaten, outdone 

bestir: (v) activate, agitate, stir, 
actuate, turn on, arouse, provoke, 
move, excite, wake, awaken 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

betake: (v) wend, apply, address, 
accost, get, obtain, refer, acquire, 
aim, beget, attach 

bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, 
recall, think, reflect, ponder, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, 
contemplate 

betide: (v) bechance, come, become, 
transpire, occur, happen, develop, 
arise, be, rise, break 

betoken: (v) augur, foreshadow, 
prognosticate, bode, foretell, mark, 
bespeak, presage, indicate, omen; (n, 
v) denote 

betraying: (adj) treacherous, 
revealing, Judas 

betrothed: (adj) affianced, intended, 
bespoken, busy, occupied, 
contracted, attached, bargained for; 
(n) fiance, fiancee; (v) engage 

betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, 
amid; (adv) atwixt 

beverage: (n) potable, alcohol, 
refresher, potion, drinkable, 
potation, draught, draft, libation; (v) 
broth, soup. ANTONYM: (n) solid 

bewail: (v) lament, mourn, deplore, 
regret, wail, grieve, complain, weep, 
sorrow, repent, moan. ANTONYMS: 
(v) exalt, rejoice, applaud, praise 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, 
fascinated, infatuated, magical, 


ensorcelled, doomed, captive, rapt, 
enamored, obsessed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) disgusted 

bewray: (v) declare, break, impart, 
give away, reveal, expose, divulge, 
discover, disclose, abandon 

bibliographer: (n) bibliography, 
scholar, student 

bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, 
wait; (adj) tolerate, stand. 
ANTONYMS: (v) go, move, hurry 

bier: (n) catafalque, urn, tomb, 
sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, 
sarcophagus 

bigot: (n) sectarian, fanatic, hypocrite, 
devotee, dogmatist, segregationist, 
racist, chauvinist, sexist; (adj) 
bigoted, opinionist 

bigoted: (adj) fanatic, opinionated, 
narrow, fanatical, hidebound, bigot, 
insular, zealot, arbitrary, dogmatic, 
biased. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
broadminded, tolerant, 
unprejudiced, humanitarian, liberal, 
moderate, fair 

bigotry: (n) prejudice, injustice, 
sexism, fanaticism, intolerance, 
discrimination, stubbornness, 
insularity, illiberality, chauvinism, 
favoritism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fairness, broadmindedness 

billet: (n) position, note, berth, job, 
bar, post, ticket, quarters; (v) quarter, 
accommodate, lodge 

billows: (n) great waters, high seas, 
offing, watery waste, brine, vapors, 
clouds, smoke, sea, ocean, main 

birthright: (n) patrimony, inheritance, 
heritage, claim, right of 
primogeniture, tradition, legacy, 
demand, due, entitlement, heirloom 

blackening: (n) blackened, density, 
alkaline blackening, character 
assassination 

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, 
white, bleached, bloodless, 
benevolent, wan, pale, lightened, 
fair, faded 

blaspheme: (adj, v) desecrate, 
profane; (v) swear, defile, damn, 
cuss, imprecate, utter, violate; (adj) 
be impious, scoff. ANTONYM: (v) 
consecrate 

blasphemer: (adj) scoffer 

blasphemy: (n) profanity, desecration, 
violation, profanation, oath, 
irreverence, curse, profaneness, 
discourtesy, cursing, insult. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, respect, 
reverence 


bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla 

bleed: (v) run, ooze, phlebotomize, 
leak, percolate, shed blood, trickle, 
hemorrhage, fleece; (n) ache, smart 

blench: (v) blanch, recoil, quail, blink, 
flinch, bleach, shrink back, shrink, 
cringe, cower, whiten 

blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, alloyed, 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) 
mingle 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend 

blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy 

blithe: (adj) cheerful, lighthearted, 
breezy, pleasant, merry, carefree, 
buoyant, facetious, gay, happy, 
animated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhappy, sorrowful, miserable, 
downhearted, depressed, anxious, 
sad, heavy, gloomy, serious, 
troubled 

blithely: (adv) gaily, merrily, 
mirthfully, cheerfully, gladly, gayly, 
gleefully, brightly, sunnily, cheerily, 
hilariously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anxiously, gloomily, carefully 

bloated: (adj) swollen, inflated, 
distended, turgid, proud, 
supercilious, haughty, puffed, 
pompous, tumescent, tumid 

bloodhound: (n) sleuthhound, hound, 
sleuth, blood hound 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) 
friendliness 

bloodshot: (n) inflamed 

bloodthirsty: (adj) murderous, brutal, 
bloody, barbarous, cruel, savage, 
fierce, ferocious, violent, 
slaughterous, sanguineous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

blotch: (adj, n) blot; (n, v) spot, mark, 
smudge; (n) pimple, stain, freckle, 
splotch, patch, discoloration; (v) 
mottle. ANTONYMS: (n) cleanness, 
enhancement 

blubber: (n, v) sob; (n) fat, grease, 
suet; (v) weep, howl, snivel, wail, 
bawl, whimper; (adj) blubbery 

blue-eyed: (adj) pet, favorite, 
precious, pure, dear 

bluntness: (n) honesty, obtuseness, 
frankness, brusqueness, 
inconsiderateness, configuration, 
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contour, thoughtlessness, form, 
shape, inconsideration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sharpness, tact, 
deceit, delicacy, evasiveness, 
indirectness 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness 

blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful, 
flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) 
blushingly, ablush. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pale 

boars: (n) family Suidae, Suidae 

boastfully: (adv) proudly, 
conceitedly, arrogantly, 
vaingloriously, pretentiously, 
braggartly, big, crowingly, 
thrasonically, pompously, bigly 

boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, 
rodomontade, swagger, braggadocio, 
ostentation, show; (v) brag; (adj) 
swaggering, vaporing, strutting 

bodkin: (n) awl, poniard, broach, 
stylet, hairpin, interloper, intruder, 
bradawl, piercer, spit, stiletto 

boeuf: (n) meat, beef cattle, bitch 

boggle: (adj) blunder, hesitate, trip, 
hum and haw, dacker; (n) flounder, 
struggle; (v) flabbergast, botch, 
shrink, scruple 

boldness: (n) prowess, face, daring, 
valor, nerve, assurance, heroism, 
audaciousness, spirit, cheek, valour. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
shyness, timidity, meekness, 
reticence 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom 

bondsman: (n) slave, surety, helper, 
bail, security, villain, serf, guarantor, 
guarantee, thrall, bondswoman 

bonny: (adj) fine, comely, bonnie, 
lovely, neat, beautiful, bunny, Idzo, 
pleasant, dainty, becoming 

bookseller: (n) bookshop, bookstore, 
owner, proprietor, publisher 

boon: (n) blessing, benefit, mercy, 
concession, good, gratuity; (n, v) 
benefaction, gift, grant; (adj) jocund, 
hilarious. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disadvantage, privation, disaster, 
minus 

boor: (n) yokel, Goth, peasant, 
countryman, clown, barbarian, tike, 
tyke, rustic, lout, Boer. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) intellectual, 
smoothy 

bootless: (adj) futile, useless, vain, 
idle, inefficacious, inutile, 
unavailing, sleeveless, abortive, 
ineffective, feckless 

booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, pillage, 
stolen goods, spoil, spoils, swag, 
haul, prey, trophy 

borrows: (v) borrow; (n) lends 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, 
circumscribed, constrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, 
unconfined, unlimited, free 

bounteous: (adj) bountiful, liberal, 
ample, copious, plentiful, bighearted, 
generous, munificent, handsome, 
benevolent, affluent. ANTONYM: 
(adj) scarce 

bounty: (adj, n) largesse; (n) 
abundance, bounteousness, 
premium, blessing, prize, 
munificence, beneficence, 
generosity; (v) benefaction; (n, v) 
gift. ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, 
fine, insufficiency, penalty, 
meanness 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, 
guts, insides, intestines 

bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, 
framework, summer house; (v) 
inclose, embower, enclose 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive 

bowstring: (v) behead, electrocute, 
hang, strangle, turn off; (n, v) gibbet; 
(n) gallows, drop, halter, tree, rope 

boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature 

bracelet: (n) annulus, armlet, circlet, 
wristband, necklace, ring, hoop, 
areola, circle, anklet, annulet 

bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, 
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ornaments 

brag: (n, v) bluster, vaunt, crow; (v) 
pride, gasconade, blow, show off, 
rodomontade; (n) boasting, 
bragging; (adj) great 

braggart: (n) boaster, braggadocio, 
blowhard, bragger, vaunter, egoist; 
(v) magniloquent, Thrasonic; (adj) 
boastful, vainglorious, braggy 

braided: (adj) curled, decorated, 
artful, tressed, breaded 

branched: (adj) bifurcate, branching, 
ramous, ramose, divided, biramous, 
branchy, prongy, bearing branches, 
split, pronged 

brandishing: (n) flourish 

brawl: (n, v) fight, quarrel, affray, 
clash, dispute; (adj, n, v) row; (adj, 
n) disturbance, tumult; (n) 
altercation, strife; (v) bicker 

brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, 
bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) 
affray 

brawn: (n) beef, strength, force, sinew, 
power, might, meat, flesh, muscles, 
vigor, energy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, leanness, scrawniness 

brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) 
strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, 
beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, 
mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, 
puny, weak, frail, powerless, 
delicate, feeble 

brazen: (adj) audacious, impudent, 
brassy, insolent, bold, brash, 
impertinent, blatant, flagrant, 
forward, saucy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shy, abashed, prudish, reserved, 
quiet, discreet, respectful, ashamed, 
veiled, modest 

breastplate: (n) corselet, armour plate, 
armor plating, armor plate; (n, v) 
shield, bulletproof vest; (v) cuirass, 
mask, gauntlet, apron, armored vest 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold 

breviary: (n) epitome, portass, 
portuary, condensation, synopsis 

brewer: (n) producer, shaper, maker, 
manufacturer, beer brewer 

briar: (n) eglantine, Smilax 
rotundifolia, Erica arborea, pipe, 
Erica, vine, rose, bramble, catbrier, 
greenbrier, briar pipe 

bribe: (n) bribery, boodle, lure, 
payment, payoff; (v) corrupt, fix, 
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pay off, pervert, blackmail; (n, v) 
reward 

bribed: (prep) bought 

bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, 
espousal, hymen, marriage 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried 

bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 
snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release 

brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, 
glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; 
(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss 

brilliants: (adj) brilliant 

brim: (n) rim, periphery, verge, edge, 
lip, hem, rand, margin, perimeter, 
brink, limit 

brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, unfilled 

brimstone: (n) native sulphur, sulfur, 
native sulfur, atomic number 

briny: (adj) salty, brackish, saline, 
sour; (n) sea, ocean, body of water, 
deep, main 

briton: (n) Breton , Englishman, brit, 
patrial 

broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, 
suggest, tap, open; (n, v) propose, 
utter; (n) advance, drift, propound. 
ANTONYMS: (v) close, suppress 

broadcloth: (n) fabric 

broil: (n) brawl, quarrel, fight, fray, 
feud, affray, clash; (adj, v) burn; (v) 
bake, parch; (n, v) scuffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, refrigerate 

brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 
incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family; 
(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reassure, delight, console 

broomstick: (adj) spare, meager, 
lanky, slight; (n) broomstaff, broom 
handle 

brotherly: (adj) brotherlike, 
sympathetic, cordial, neighborly, 
harmonious, amicable, affectionate, 
sisterly, fatherly; (adv) 
sympathetically, fraternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sisterly, 
uncompassionate, unfriendly, 
unneighborly, sororal, antagonistic, 
uncompanionable 

bruising: (n) discoloration, 
haemorrhage, bloom, staining, 


streak, yellowing, mark, tint, stain; 
(adj) harmful, forceful 

bruit: (v) rumour, brute; (n) report, 
hearsay, buzz, fame, news stirring, 
publicity, cry, currency, flagrancy 

brunt: (n) jolt, onset, push, shock, 
thrust, throw, impact, strain, blow, 
bang; (adj) stress 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

buckle: (n, v) clasp, warp; (v) curve, 
crumple, distort, fasten; (adj, n) 
button; (n) screw, hook, fastener; 
(adj) strap. ANTONYMS: (v) 
unbuckle, flatten, smooth, straighten 

buckler: (n) escutcheon, scutcheon, 
scutum, aegis; (v) armor, fender, 
carapace, buffer, defend, mask, 
armored vest 

buckling: (n) material buckling, 
geometric buckling, capitulation, 
collapse; (v) fasten 

buckram: (adj) stiff, starchy, besotted, 
formal, blotto, blind drunk; (v) 
formality, stiffness, stiffen; (n) fabric, 
cloth 

budge: (adj, v) move, go; (v) stir, 
agitate, change, sway, dislodge, 
bump, rouse, push; (adj) flit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, stay 

buffoonery: (n) farce, harlequinade, 
fooling, joke, prank, clowning, 
foolery, indulgence, folly, fun, 
humor 

bugle: (v) trumpet, clarion, pibroch, 
slogan; (n) horn, ophicleide, 
trombone, herb, cornopean, cornet, 
bugleweed 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

bulwarks: (n) breakwater, barrier 

burdensome: (adj) weighty, heavy, 
arduous, cumbrous, oppressive, 
difficult, severe, unwieldy, 
troublesome, grave; (adj, v) 
cumbersome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
helpful, relieving, manageable, 
frivolous 

burgess: (n) citizen, cit, townsman, 
bourgeois, oppidan, cockney 

burgundy: (adj, n) red; (n) Chablis, 
burgundy wine, Bourgogne; (adj) 
crimson, dark red, maroon, reddish 
purple, ruby, scarlet 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, 


strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, 
delicate, weak 

bustle: (adj, n, v) hurry; (n, v) flurry, 
ado, fuss, hustle; (adj, n) stir, 
movement; (n) bother, commotion, 
disorder; (adj, v) hasten. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inactivity, stillness, 
idleness; (v) laziness, relaxation 

bustling: (adj) lively, busy, boisterous, 
buzzing, brisk, alive, vibrant, noisy, 
tumultuous; (v) stirring, full of 
incident. ANTONYM: (adj) inactive 

buts: (adv) however 

buttresses: (n) ramparts, defenses 

buxom: (adj) bosomy, chubby, bonny, 
plump, sonsy, voluptuous, 
curvaceous, shapely, full, crummy, 
fat. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, bony 

byzant: (n) bezant, be-zant, coin, 
solidus 

cabal: (n) scheme, junto, faction, 
conspiracy, plot, intrigue, ring, 
camarilla; (v) conspire, machinate, 
complot 

cabalistic: (adj) mysterious, cryptic, 
esoteric, incantatory, phylacteric, 
talismanic, cabalistical, cryptical, 
impenetrable, inscrutable; (adj, v) 
recondite 

cabalistical: (adj) cab-alistic, 
cabalistic 

caitiff: (n) coward, villain, scoundrel, 
miscreant, dastard, ruffian, rascal, 
budmash, brute, barbarian; (adv) 
cowardly 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

calumniated: (adj) aspersed 

calumnious: (adj) libelous, 
slanderous, calumniatory, libellous, 
scandalous, abusive, denigrative, 
denigratory, derogatory, detractory, 
harmful 

camels: (n) suborder Ruminantia, 
Camelidae, caravan, bison, 
Ruminantia, antelopes 

canary: (n, v) fink, snitch, tattletale; 
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(n) informer, singer, canary bird, 
canary yellow, yellowness, warbler, 
vocalist, squealer 

candlestick: (n) candelabra, sconce, 
chandelier, candle holder, girandole, 
candleholder, holder, electrolier, 
gaselier, girandola, luster 

candour: (n) candidness, frankness, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, 
truth, sincerity, simplicity 

canine: (n) canine tooth, canid, 
dogtooth, eyetooth, cuspid, fang; 
(adj) laniary, bovine, animal, feline, 
fishy 

canonical: (adj) orthodox, standard, 
basic, canonial, normative, 
uncompromising, strict, rigid, 
positive, legitimate, classical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unorthodox, 
unsanctioned, unauthorized, 
unacceptable 

canonized: (adj) glorified, authorized 

canvass: (n, v) campaign, discuss; (n) 
review; (v) beg, examine, scrutinize, 
view, agitate, inspect, survey, study. 
ANTONYM: (v) neglect 

canvassing: (n) canvass, campaigning, 
whistle-stop tour, electioneering, 
candidacy, ambition, candidature 

caper: (n, v) skip, bound, frolic, hop, 
romp, leap, play, gambol; (n) prank, 
joke, antic. ANTONYM: (v) restrain 

capricious: (adj) fanciful, whimsical, 
irregular, freakish, arbitrary, fickle, 
changeable, impulsive, volatile, 
variable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dependable, 
predictable, stable, steady, steadfast, 
placid, logical, fixed, consistent, 
serious 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, 
disillusioned; (n) guard, captor 

caracole: (n) canter, drive, Fisk, take 
horse, ride, prance, trot, frisk, 
caracoler; (n, v) curvet; (v) cavort 

carcass: (n) body, frame, corpse, 
cadaver, framework, shell, carrion, 
remains, dead body, skeleton, bomb 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently, 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
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discreetly, economically 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought 

caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, 
pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. 
ANTONYM: (n) hit 

caricature: (n) burlesque, satire, 
cartoon, takeoff; (n, v) lampoon, 
ridicule; (v) ape, travesty, take off, 
spoof, mimic 

carnal: (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) bodily, 
earthly, sensual, brutal, sexual, 
worldly, physical, erotic, fleshy, 
brute. ANTONYMS: (adj) chaste, 
godly, moral, pure, spiritual 

carnation: (n) crimson, gillyflower, 
pink, scarlet, red, carmine, clove 
pink, dianthus caryophyllus, rose 
du Barry, couleur de rose, vermilion 

carousal: (n) carouse, feast, binge, 
party, entertainment, debauchery, 
festivity, banquet, revelry; (n, v) 
revel; (adj) debauch 

cased: (adj) bound, sheathed, incased 

casement: (n) embrasure, casement 
cloth 

casket: (n) box, coffin, chest, 
sarcophagus, coffer, caddy, bier, 
gasket, reliquary, desk; (v) enclose 

casque: (v) helm, headpiece, siege 
cap, carapace, cowcatcher, hauberk, 
salade, scutum, morion, mask, mail 

cassock: (n) clergyman, gown, casa, 
casino, vestment, frock, tunicle, 
priest, surplice, garment, Geneva 
gown frock 

castellated: (adj) castled, crenelated, 
battlemented, casemated, 
crenellated; (v) machicolated, 
loopholed; (n) fancier 

cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; 
(v) pour 

caterwauling: (n) caterwaul, noise, 
want of harmony, dissonance; (adj) 
harsh 

cavalcade: (n) parade, pageant, 
caravan, spectacle, celebration, 
column, convoy; (adj) rank and file, 
line of battle, cortege; (v) file 

celerity: (n) rapidity, speed, dispatch, 
velocity, swiftness, quickness, 
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expedition, fleetness, alacrity, pace, 
promptness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
leisureliness, sluggishness 

celibacy: (n) single, unmarried, 
abstinence, virginity, celibate, 
bachelorship, condition, 
maidenhood, single blessedness, 
status, virtue. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissipation, excess, indulgence 

cellarage: (n) basement, fee 

cellars: (n) cellar 

cemented: (n) harmonious, united; 
(adj) stiff 

censer: (n) incensory, incense burner, 
Agnus Dei, beads, vessel, patera, 
rood, rosary, reliquary, relics, pyx 

censure: (n, v) accuse, reprimand, 
reproach, attack, animadversion, 
abuse; (n) accusation, 
condemnation; (v) carp, condemn, 
berate. ANTONYMS: (v) approve, 
commend, allow, endorse, laud, 
permit, sanction; (n) approval, 
blessing, commendation; (n, v) 
compliment 

censured: (adj) guilty, appropriated 

centrical: (adj) central 

ceremonious: (adj) formal, solemn, 
stately, stiff, precise, starchy, prim, 
punctilious, majestic, dignified; (adj, 
v) decorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unceremonious, simple, relaxed, 
casual, informal 

certes: (adv) certainly, verily, truly, 
precisely; (adj) doubtless, to a 
certainty, to be sure, flagrante 
delicto, sure enough, of course, no 
doubt 

chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, 
bound 

chalice: (n) grail, goblet, bowl, glass, 
trophy, calyx, jar, tumbler, rummer, 
basin, flask 

challenger: (n) rival, contestant, 
contender, opponent, foe, champion, 
enemy, adversary, antagonist, 
participant, nominee. ANTONYM: 
(n) supporter 

chamfron: (n) chanfron, chaffron, 
charfron, chanfrin, chanfrein, 
frontstall, testiere 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic 

chaplet: (n) wreath, rosary, garland, 
corona, coronal, coronet, bays, knot, 
flower, nosegay, posy 

characterise: (v) characterize, define, 
distinguish, feature, specify, 
differentiated, stamping, act, qualify, 
marking, stamp 
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charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 
steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse, 
destrier 

charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels 

chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, 
correct, reprimand, punish, criticize, 
beat, scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) 
scourge. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
bless, commend, promote, reward, 
encourage 

chastisement: (n) castigation, rebuke, 
discipline, punishment, penalty, 
reprimand, chastening, reproval, 
penalization, lashing, scolding. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, 
reward 

chastising: (n) disciplining, 
penalizing, imprisoning, fining 

chattels: (n) belongings, personalty, 
property, movables, effects, wealth, 
thing, resources, advantage, worldly 
goods, possession 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, 
imposition, imposture, fraud, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; 
(n) honesty, truthfulness 

cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, sunnily, 
blithely. ANTONYMS: (adv) nastily, 
sulkily, seriously, miserably, sadly 

chequers: (n) chessboard 

chide: (n, v) censure, reprimand, 
blame; (v) rebuke, admonish, 
chasten, lecture, scold, reproach, 
chastise, reprove. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise, laud, commend, compliment, 
approve 

chiding: (n) scolding, rebuke, blame, 
reprehension, rap, censure, 
upbraiding, wigging, brawl, 
admonition; (adv) scoldingly 

chieftain: (n) captain, leader, tribal 
chief, pendragon, master, headman, 
boss, head, head boss, guide, 
cacique 

childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate 

chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, 
stiff 

chime: (n) carillon, melody; (adj) 
harmonize; (v) go, jingle, clang, peal, 


tinkle, buzz, ring, chimb 

chiming: (v) mocking 

chink: (v) jingle, tinkle; (n) cleft, 
crevice, Chinaman, aperture, hiatus, 
scissure, blunt; (n, v) clink, break 

chivalrous: (adj) gallant, brave, 
knightly, courteous, courageous, 
gentlemanly, sublime, 
magnanimous, polite, thoughtful, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, fearful, brutish, afraid, 
dishonorable, cowardly, barbaric, 
boorish 

chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, 
generosity, courtesy, knight service, 
courtliness, knight errantry, 
principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; 
(adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, 
cowardice 

choicest: (adj) optimum, best 

choke: (v) asphyxiate, block, stifle, 
back up, clog up, gag, suffocate, foul, 
strangle, smother, obstruct. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, open, release, 
unblock 

choler: (n) anger, bile, resentment, 
rage, madness, dander, spleen, 
petulance, indignation, irritability, 
ire 

choleric: (adj) angry, irascible, 
passionate, peppery, fiery, 
cantankerous, quick-tempered, 
quarrelsome, cross, snappish, 
hotheaded 

chops: (n, v) jaws; (n) orifice, chaps, 
jaw, fauces, propylon, portico, porch, 
door, portal; (v) gob 

choral: (adj) vocal, operatic, lyric, 
singing, voiced, speaking, musical, 
instrumental; (n) anthem, chorale; 
(adj, adv) a cappella 

christendom: (n) apostleship, church, 
hierarch, priesthood, Christianism, 
church government, ministry, 
prelacy 

chronicles: (n) archives, history, 
archive, records 

churchman: (n) clergyman, 
ecclesiastic, chaplain, parson, pastor, 
minister, priest, cleric, clergy, rector, 
hierophant 

churl: (adj, n) niggard; (n) peasant, 
clown, curmudgeon, crosspatch, 
skinflint, countryman, tyke, tike, 
scrooge; (adj) miser. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aristocrat, gentleman 

churlish: (adj) rude, rough, impolite, 
loutish, gruff, curt, abrupt, brusque, 
blunt, brutish, discourteous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, civil, 
courteous, nice, polite 


churlishness: (n) acrimony 

ciphering: (n) estimation, 
computation, reckoning 

circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, 
armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, 
round, wristlet, wreath, hoop 

circling: (v) snaky, serpentine; (adj) 
rotating, spinning, circular, spiral, 
moving; (n) circulation, circuit, 
cycling; (adv) around 

circumcised: (adj) unforeskinned, less 

circumcision: (n) circumcise, rite of 
passage, posthetomy, Brith, bris, 
abscission, Berith 

circumference: (n) circuit, border, 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
inside, interior, center 

circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, 
confined, delimited, restricted, 
insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, 
close, accurate 

circumvallation: (n) ring fence, 
enceinte, rampart, battlement, 
railing, quickset hedge, park paling, 
paling, pale; (v) scarp, vallum 

cistercian: (n) Carthusian, 
Bonhomme, Premonstatensian, 
Cluniac, Maturine, Trappist 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) undressed, 
unclothed 

clamorous: (adj) noisy, blatant, loud, 
boisterous, insistent, exigent, urgent, 
obstreperous, strident; (adj, v) 
clamant, importunate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) tranquil 

clamorously: (adv) noisily, loudly, 
obstreperously, vociferously, 
blatantly, importunately, urgently, 
uproariously, raucously, turbulently, 
tumultuously 

clamour: (n) clamoring, hue and cry, 
clamouring, blare, bedlam, uproar, 
vociferation, tumult, hubbub, 
exclamation; (v) utter 

clamouring: (n) clamour, clamor, 
outcry, hue and cry, blare, blaring, 
cacophony, call 

clang: (n, v) chime, clangor, ring, 
clash, clank, clatter, sound; (adj, n, 
v) peal; (v) boom, clink; (n) crash 

clangour: (n, v) clang, clangor; (n) 
clank, clash, crash, clangoring, brush 

clank: (n, v) clang, clash, bang, jangle, 
jingle, rattle; (n) clangor, clangour, 
ring, chink; (v) twang 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
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handclap, ovation, slapping, plaudit, 
round, approval 

clarion: (n) horn, trombone, 
ophicleide; (v) trumpet, proclaim, 
promulgate, pibroch, exclaim, 
slogan; (adj) clear, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, low, dull, 
muffled 

clashing: (adj, n) discordant; (n) 
collision, interference, antagonism, 
discord; (adj) conflicting, 
incompatible, opposed, contrary; 
(adv) clashingly; (v) bickering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) consistent 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, 
squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, 
n, v) pin; (v) stick, cling. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, 
unclasp, relax, detach 

clasping: (adj) tendril 

clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, clank, 
clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, chatter; 
(n) noise, racket. ANTONYM: (n) 
quiet 

clattering: (n) crash; (adj) clattery 

cleanse: (adj, v) clean; (v) bathe, wash, 
clarify, wipe, scour, scrub, clear, 
rinse, disinfect, refine. ANTONYMS: 
(v) dirty, soil, stain, spot, pollute, 
mess, defile, cloud 

cleansed: (adj) clean, refined, cleaner, 
depurate 

clear-sighted: (adj) discerning, 
perspicacious, clairvoyant, 
intelligent, observant, judicious 

cleave: (adj, v) adhere, cohere; (v) 
split, divide, burst, stick, tear, sever, 
rive, cling, break. ANTONYMS: (v) 
forsake, abandon, meld, relinquish, 
separate, unite, attach 

cleaving: (adj) adapted, coherent, 
accordant 

clement: (adj, v) merciful; (adj) 
benevolent, lenient, kind, balmy, 
beneficent, temperate, gentle, 
humane, pleasant, forbearing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) barbarous, 
violent, wintry, unforgiving, mean, 
inclement, harsh, hard, extreme 

cloaked: (adj) veiled, covered, hidden, 
covert, disguised, concealed, furtive, 
hidden away, draped, clothed, 
absorbed. ANTONYM: (adj) overt 

closet: (n) cupboard, cubicle, cell, 
latrine, bathroom, wardrobe, water 
closet; (adj) clandestine, confidential, 
secret, private. ANTONYM: (adj) 
open 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
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(adj) unclothed 

clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) gloomy, 
dark, overcast, obscure, blurred, 
foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; (v) 
cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clear 

clout: (n, v) cuff, punch, slap, swipe, 
knock, smack, whack, strike, crack; 
(n) authority, control 

cloven: (adj) bisulcate, cleaved, 
divided 

cloves: (n) mace, nutmeg, oregano, 
cinnamon 

clownish: (adj) loutish, zany, 
awkward, churlish, rude, rustic, 
uncouth, clumsy, gawky, buffoonish, 
clowlike 

clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) 
lump, group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, 
clod, ball; (v) plod 

clutches: (n) clasp, grip, grasp, hold, 
clench, seizing, custody, talons; (v) 
vice, tongs, pliers 

coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers 

cockscomb: (n) comb, coxcomb, crest, 
celosia argentea cristata, celosia 
cristata, gallant, swell, herb, sheik, 
fop, dandy 

coffers: (n) treasury, purse, 
exchequer, coffer, funds, assets 

cognizance: (n, v) cognition, 
acquaintance; (n) sense, 
consciousness, ken, notice, 
jurisdiction, note, observation, 
recognition; (v) knowledge 

coiled: (adj) curled, curved, twined, 
coiling, twisted, convoluted, rolled, 
wavy, bent, round; (adj, v) spiral. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uncoiled 

cold-blooded: (adj) emotionless, 
hardhearted, unfeeling, inhuman, 
callous, cruel, stony, heartless, 
ruthless, unsympathetic, savage 

colic: (n) Uterine colic , gripe, hurting, 
mulligrubs, pain, stomach pain, 
tummy ache, newborn colic, 
enteralgia, intestinal colic, tummy 
pain 

collop: (n) chunk, scale, cutlet, slice, 
steak, Colp, tucket 

colloquy: (n) talk, conference, 
conversation, dialog, chat, dialogue, 
collocution, verbal intercourse, 
meeting, parley, interview 

combatant: (n) militant, warrior, 
battler, belligerent, pugilist, soldier, 
gladiator, contestant, brawler; (adj) 
military; (n, v) battailant 

combating: (adj) militant, rival, 
opposed; (n) hostility 

comeliness: (n) charm, grace, 
loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, 
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attractiveness, pulchritude, 
goodliness, blondness, mense, form 
comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) 
seemly; (adj, adv) sightly, lovely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
homely, plain, revolting, 
unattractive, ugly 
comer: (n) newcomer, arriver, 
traveler, traveller, contender, 
competitor, competition, visitor, 
whiz kid, Young Turk; (adj) fresh 
comforter: (n) blanket, muffler, 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, 
coverlet, cover, communicator 
comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences 
commandment: (n) order, command, 
fiat, edict, law, regulation, bidding, 
decree, caution, behest, prescription 
commendable: (adj, n) praiseworthy; 
(adj) admirable, creditable, good, 
worthy, deserving, meritorious, 
applaudable; (adv) praiseworthily, 
laudably, admirably. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unworthy, despicable, 
contemptible, disgraceful, rotten, 
lamentable, poor 
commiseration: (n) pity, compassion, 
sympathy, condolence, ruth, mercy, 
commiserate, bowels, consolation, 
fellow feeling, acknowledgement 
commotion: (n) tumult, ado, 
disturbance, turmoil, stir, din, flurry, 
fuss, bedlam, tempest; (n, v) 
agitation. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, 
order, calm, serenity, calmness, 
stillness, quiet, tranquility, inactivity 
communing: (n) communion 
compeer: (n) peer, companion, equal, 
brother, colleague, coeval, fellow, 
comrade, contemporary, mate, 
backup 
compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, 
necessitate, enforce, command, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, press. 
ANTONYMS: (v) impede, deter, 
check, block, request, prevent 
complaisance: (adj, n) affability, 
civility; (n) courtesy, deference, 
respect, compliancy, agreeableness, 
submission, amenity, politeness; 
(adj) gallantry 
compliments: (n) respects, 
commendation, wish, greetings, 
salutation, respect, applause, flattery, 
acclamation, regards, approbation 
compose: (v) build, compile, write, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, 
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settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, 
ruin, unsettle, annihilate, 
discompose, demolish, disturb, 
fluster 

composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 
quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly, 
staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) nervously 

composure: (n) calmness, serenity, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, 
temperament, disposition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, 
turbulence, awkwardness 

compounding: (n) combination, 
combining, blend, admixture, 
composition, mix, mixture, 
commixture, attachment, blending, 
combine 

comprehending: (adj) intelligent, 
general, observant, sympathetic, 
brotherly, conversant 

compromising: (adj) conciliatory, 
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, 
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; 
(adv) halfway 

compunction: (n) repentance, 
remorse, contrition, qualm, penance, 
regret, compassion, rue, scruple, 
sorrow, guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hardness, indifference, meanness, 
remorselessness 

computation: (n, v) calculation, 
estimation, reckoning; (n) compute, 
estimate, account, arithmetic, 
figuring, count, computing; (v) 
enumeration. ANTONYMS: (n) 
guesswork, guessing, conjecture, 
estimation 

concealing: (n) covering, concealment, 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening, 
burying, screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation 

conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; 
(adj) imaginant, original 

concentric: (adj) homocentric, 
unrelieved, coaxial, axial, focal, 
azygous, umbilical 

conch: (n) seashell 

conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, 
pacify, calm, accommodate, mediate, 


allay. ANTONYM: (v) enrage 

conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative 

conciliatory: (adj) complaisant, 
pacific, mollifying, propitiatory, 
friendly, appeasing, conciliating, 
compromising, pacificatory, 
assuaging, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
provocative, challenging, hostile, 
aggressive, stubborn, bellicose, 
belligerent, fighting, antagonizing, 
uncompromising, antagonistic 

concoction: (n) mixture, admixture, 
commixture, mix, combination, 
batter, medley, assortment, 
confection, fabrication; (n, v) 
digestion 

concourse: (n) assemblage, swarm, 
multitude, throng, company, 
merging, crowd, aggregation, 
meeting, gathering, legion 

concubine: (n) mistress, wife, 
odalisque, paramour, kept woman, 
doxy, courtesan, prostitute, trug, 
Chere Amie, bona roba 

concurring: (v) concur; (adj) 
congruent, simultaneous, in 
agreement, cooperative, concordant, 
agreeable; (n) agreement 

condescending: (adj) arrogant, 
snobbish, superior, haughty, 
gracious, patronizing, supercilious, 
arch, benign, affable, merciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
unassuming, approachable, 
unpretentious, friendly, admiring, 
modest, respectful, deferential 

confections: (n) confectionery 

confederacy: (n) coalition, 
confederation, federation, 
association, union, conspiracy, cabal, 
combination, league, merger, faction. 
ANTONYM: (n) divergence 

confederate: (n) accomplice, 
accessory, partner, collaborator, 
colleague, assistant; (n, v) ally, 
auxiliary; (adj) allied; (v) league, 
conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opponent, foe, enemy, adversary 

confessing: (v) confess 

confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father 

confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, 
intrust, consign, rely, charge, 
unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, 
conceal, retain 

confining: (adj) restricting, limiting, 
narrow, confined, oppressive, 
stringent, constrictive, restrictive, 
closemouthed; (v) confine; (n) 
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conflagration: (n) blaze, inferno, 
flame, wildfire, combustion, 
holocaust, burning, bonfire, 
empyrosis, flagration; (n, v) 
deflagration 

confluence: (n) meeting, concurrence, 
junction, assembly, union, conflux, 
crowd, convergence, coming 
together, aggregation; (v) 
corrivation. ANTONYM: (n) split 

conformable: (adj) agreeable, 
concordant, consonant, adapted, 
compatible, according, biddable, 
docile, amenable, good, submissive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mismatched, 
inappropriate 

conformation: (n) shape, compliance, 
constitution, configuration, 
accordance, composition, build, 
accord, cast, line, formation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
noncompliance 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish; (n) understanding 

confounded: (adj) bemused, accursed, 
execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, 
confused, puzzled, aghast, 
perplexed; (adj, v) abashed 

confraternity: (adj) brotherhood, 
fraternity, sodality; (n) guild, 
corporality, bodily existence 

congee: (n) gruel, porridge; (v) conge, 
depart, quit, bow down 

conglomeration: (n) conglomerate, 
congeries, sum, agglomeration, 
aggregation, accumulation, mass, 
pile, medley, collection, ball 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty; (v) demonstrate, know, 
learn, prove 

conjectured: (adj) supposed, 
opinionative 

conjure: (v) invoke, entreat, arouse, 
juggle, bewitch, beseech, bid, 
conjure up, evoke, implore, bring up 

conjured: (adj) invented, made up, 
pretended, untrue. ANTONYM: 
(adj) factual 

conjurer: (n) performer, illusionist, 
conjuror, wizard, juggler, 
prestidigitator, sorcerer, conjure 
man, necromancer, enchanter, 
pythonist 
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conjuring: (n) magic, hocus-pocus, 
incantation, sorcery, witchcraft, 
sleight of hand, adjuration, figgum, 
conjury, evocation; (adj) magical 

conjuror: (n) magician, seer, 
illusionist, prestidigitator, conjure 
man, jockey, performer, wizard, 
witch, trickster, necromancer 

connexion: (n) conjunction, connector, 
connective, connection, association, 
bond, concatenation, join, linkage, 
link, junction 

connivance: (n) complicity, tacit 
consent, acquiescence, conspiracy, 
plot, connivency, commendation, 
involvement, approval, 
responsibility, secret approval 

connive: (v) scheme, intrigue, plot, 
contrive, collude, blink, wink, 
overlook, acquiesce, plan, design 

connoisseur: (n) critic, authority, 
specialist, expert, cognoscenti, 
savant, scholar, gourmet, arbiter, 
epicurean; (v) judge. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dabbler, tyro 

conquer: (n, v) capture; (v) subdue, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, 
quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, yield, 
succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow, 
resist, fail, submit, incite 

conqueror: (n) champion, winner, 
subjugator, vanquisher, hero, 
superior, defeater, subduer, invader, 
colonist, Alexander. ANTONYM: (n) 
loser 

constancy: (n) allegiance, devotion, 
resolution, fidelity, loyalty, 
steadfastness, faithfulness, 
steadiness, firmness, perseverance, 
unchangeableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inconstancy, inconsistency, 
changefulness, instability, disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, unreliability, 
dishonesty 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, dread, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, happiness, 
tranquility, hopefulness, comfort, 
equanimity 

constrain: (v) confine, compel, force, 
make, drive, bind, curb, bridle, 
obligate, require, restrain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) liberate, 
encourage, free, release, broaden, 
extend 

construe: (v) read, interpret, expound, 
clarify, define, illuminate, infer, 
explain, account for, analyse, take. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, 
confuse, obscure, speculate 

consuetude: (n) custom, tradition, 
habit, usage 

consuming: (adj) blazing, 
overwhelming, burning, absorbing, 
corrosive; (v) grating, searching, 
grinding, racking; (n) consumption, 
wasting 

contagion: (n) plague, contagious 
disease, taint, transmission, 
contamination, disease, conduction, 
pest, corruption, pollution, grippe 

contagious: (adj) catching, 
communicable, pestiferous, 
transmissible, epidemic, 
transmittable, poisonous, spreading, 
pestilent; (n) infection; (v) infect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) noncontagious, 
noninfectious 

contemn: (v) despise, disdain, neglect, 
deride, disregard, slight, feel 
contempt for, detest, demean, 
depreciate; (n, v) scorn 

contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, 
brooding, speculative, ruminative, 
musing; (v) museful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) shallow, vacuous, blank, 
thoughtless, disregarding, 
unreflective, satisfied 

contended: (adj) controversial 

contending: (adj) contentious, 
conflicting, competitive, competing, 
competitory, combatant, challenging, 
factious, militant, warlike, fighting 

contesting: (n) disputation; (adj) rival 

continence: (n) temperance, chastity, 
celibacy, continency, abstention, 
shame, abnegation, modesty, 
honesty, reserve, control 

continuance: (n) duration, abidance, 
existence, endurance, protraction, 
adjournment, resumption, 
prolongation, time, standing, 
perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discontinuation, destruction 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, 
dreary; (adj, v) repentant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrepentant, 
indifferent, hurtful, mean, proud, 
unremorseful 

contrition: (n) compunction, 
repentance, regret, remorse, 
contriteness, penance, sorrow, 
shame, abrasion, attrition; (v) 
confrication. ANTONYMS: (n) pride, 
apathy, indifference, shamelessness 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
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gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, 
resource, plan, contraption, machine, 
apparatus 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, 
destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail 

convalescence: (n) recuperation, rally, 
convalesce, upturn, improvement, 
rehabilitation, restitution, 
restoration, retrieval, healing, 
progress. ANTONYM: (n) decline 

conventual: (n) cenobite, palmer, 
prior, mendicant, pilgrim, lay 
brother, monk, friar; (adj) monastic, 
cloistered, unworldly 

conversant: (adj) proficient, knowing, 
informed, familiar, versed, learned, 
cognizant, conscious, erudite, 
experienced, skilled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfamiliar, oblivious, 
inexperienced 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

convict: (adj, n) felon; (n) captive, con, 
criminal, jailbird, inmate, prisoner, 
malefactor, offender; (v) convince, 
sentence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
innocent; (v) liberate, release, free, 
exonerate, absolve, clear 

conviviality: (n) merrymaking, 
joviality, geniality, hospitality, 
festivity, jollification, sociability, 
revelry, celebration, friendliness, 
mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
shyness, unfriendliness 

convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, alienation, 
frigidity, equanimity, chilliness, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
panic, approachability, mustiness, 
turbulence, agitation 

copse: (n) brush, coppice, brake, 
brushwood, forest, underwood, 
grove, spinney, thicket, 
undergrowth, canebrake 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle 

cordially: (adv) warmly, genially, 
kindly, sincerely, heartfeltly, 
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ardently, friendly, jovially, earnestly, 
affectionately, harmoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
frostily 

cordova: (n) Cordoba, Francisco 
Fernandez Cordoba 

cords: (n) trousers, bands, line, 
strings, corduroys, raised bands 

coronet: (n) corona, chaplet, tiara, 
snood, necklace, circlet, wreath, 
diadem, cap of maintenance, laurel, 
ribbon 

corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) 
stout, obese, overweight, fleshy, 
plump, lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, 
bulky. ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, 
bony, underweight, slender, 
anorexic, thin, slim 

correcting: (n) amendment, 
correction, rectification, adjustment, 
compensation, reading 

corrupting: (adj) noxious, harmful, 
degrading, unwholesome, 
corruption, baneful, debasing, 
demeaning, humiliating, infectious, 
injurious 

corslet: (n) corselet, body armor, 
body armour 

couched: (adj) understood, unspoken, 
contained 

counteract: (v) antagonize, 
counterbalance, check, balance, 
cancel, hinder, neutralize, contradict, 
resist, compensate, contravene. 
ANTONYMS: (v) help, cooperate, 
assist, approve, coordinate, support, 
back, reinforce 

counterbalance: (v) compensate, 
counteract, neutralize, countervail, 
cover, counterweigh; (n, v) 
counterpoise; (n) counterweight, 
equilibrium, poise, equilibration. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbalance, 
overbalance 

counterpoise: (n) balance, 
equilibration, poise, equilibrium, 
equipoise; (n, v) counterweight; (v) 
offset, counteract, compensate, 
countervail; (adj) ballast 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander 

courser: (n) shorebird, steed, hunter, 
thoroughbred, palfrey, nag, 
Galloway, blood horse, beast of 
burden, beast; (adj) eagle 

courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, 
boorish, insulting, unmannerly, 
gruff, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, 
neglectful, graceless 

courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 
considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 
suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully, 
impolitely 

courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, 
attendant, suckling 

courting: (n) wooing, courtship, 
bundling, appeal, attraction, case, 
causa, cause, flirtation, suit 

courtly: (adj) civil, stately, polite, 
elegant, gallant, dignified, respectful, 
noble, formal; (adj, n) refined; (adv) 
wooly. ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, 
rude, unrefined, unpolished, uncivil, 
churlish, impolite, rough 

covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; 
(adj, v) sordid, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) giving, 
benevolent, sharing 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination 

cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, scared, 
shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, craven, 
gutless, sneaky, fainthearted, faint; 
(adv) recreantly. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) brave, daring, bold, 
courageous; (adj) intrepid, fearless, 
strong, determined; (adv) dauntless, 
gutsy, unafraid 

cowed: (adj) afraid, browbeaten, 
bullied, timid, crestfallen, frightened, 
hangdog, intimidated, passive 

cowl: (n) bonnet, cowling, kerchief, 
protection, helmet, cow, condition, 
chock, soe, tonsure 

crackled: (adj) alligatored, crazed, 
barmy, damaged, crackers, chapped, 
buggy, bonkers, batty, bats, balmy 

crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, 
astute, artful, wily, clever, tricky, 
shifty, designing, scheming. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, open, 
honest, guileless, artless, 
straightforward, trustworthy, 
ingenuous, blatant, straight 

cramp: (v) restrict, constrict, confine, 
bind, limit, hamper; (n, v) spasm, 
pinch; (n) crick, pain, constraint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, permit, 


liberate; (n) release 

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant 

craved: (adj) coveted 

craving: (n) appetite, addiction, 
appetence, eagerness, hankering, 
yen, hunger; (n, v) desire, 
appetency; (adj, n) longing; (adj) 
eager. ANTONYMS: (n) disgust, 
hatred, distaste, repulsion, aversion, 
apathy, disinclination; (adj) 
unconcerned, disinterested. 

crazed: (adj) deranged, crazy, wild, 
mad, insane, crackled, loopy, non 
compos mentis, lunatic, demented, 
barmy 

creak: (v) pipe, screech, twang, 
skreigh, resound, jangle, gnash, 
confess; (n) creaking; (adv) 
creakingly; (adj) ancient 

credulity: (n) credulousness, 
trustingness, trust, innocence, 
trustfulness, faith, lack of caution, 
navet, unwariness, acceptance. 
ANTONYM: (n) wariness 

credulous: (adj) gullible, 
unsuspecting, simple, unsuspicious, 
unquestioning, green, trusting, 
unwary, innocent, believing, 
illogical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
suspicious, wary, disbelieving, 
suspecting, skeptical, cynical, 
untrusting, shrewd, rational, smart, 
mistrustful 

crested: (adj) cristate, peak, conical, 
copped, caespitose, cespitose, 
topknotted, plumed, decorated 

crestfallen: (adj) dejected, gloomy, 
depressed, disconsolate, 
discouraged, dispirited, downcast, 
chopfallen, downhearted, low, 
despondent. ANTONYMS: (adj) up, 
cheered, cheerful, elated, happy, 
euphoric, inspirited, idealistic, 
enthusiastic 

crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, 
hole, fracture 

crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, 
scarlet, maroon; (v) blush, flush, 
redden; (adj) bloody, ruddy, cherry; 
(n) deep red 

cringing: (adj) obsequious, servile, 
slavish, abject, groveling, oily, 
grovelling, fawning, beggarly, 
contemptible, ignoble 

cripple: (adj, v) maim, prostrate; (v) 
mutilate, enfeeble, injure, 
incapacitate, weaken, becripple; (n, 
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v) damage; (n) invalid; (adj) 
paralyze. ANTONYMS: (v) support, 
strengthen, invigorate, help, fortify, 
enable, aid 

crone: (n) beldam, beldame, hag, 
grandmother, old woman, crony, 
witch 

crooked: (adj) bent, corrupt, 
dishonest, curved, unfair, deformed; 
(adj, n, v) awry; (adj, v) irregular, 
askew, wry, indirect. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, honest, principled, 
even, aboveboard, lawful, level, 
moral, flat, aligned, honorable 

crosier: (n) staff, fiddlehead 

cross-examination: (n) inquiry, trial, 
examination 

crouch: (v) bend, couch, cringe, squat, 
sneak, bow, huddle, stoop, lie down, 
crawl, hunch 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding 

crucifix: (n) cross, beads, pyx, pax, 
thurible, patera, relics, censer, 
Agnus Dei, front vertical lever, host 

cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) bitterly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, 
peacefully, humanely, 
compassionately, sensitively, 
respectfully, innocently, genially 

crusader: (n) abolitionist, fighter, 
campaigner, champion, reformist, 
emancipationist, utopian, hippie, 
rebel, radical, protester 

cudgel: (n) bludgeon, truncheon, 
stick, staff, switch, mace, baton; (v) 
beat, bat, hit, drub 

cuff: (n, v) hit, knock, clout, punch, 
slap, whack, manacle, handcuff; (v) 
box, buffet, beat 

cuffs: (n) handcuffs, manacles, 
manacle, handcuff, shackles, fetters, 
bond, bonds, handlock, chains 

culinary: (adj) cooking, eatable 

cumberland: (n) butcher Cumberland, 
Cumberland river, William 
Augustus 

cumbrous: (adj) unwieldy, weighty, 
massive, heavy, bulky, awkward, 
ponderous, clumsy, vexatious, 
burdensome, inept 

cupid: (adj) Hyperion, narcissus, peri, 
Hebe, the Graces, Venus, houri; (n) 
angel, Adonis, Amor, Apollo 

cupping: (n) bloodletting, flanging, 
bleeding, leeches, setting up, 
transverse curl, phlebotomy, 
venesection, scarification, resin 
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tapping 

curfew: (n) rescript, deadline, decree, 
dusk, edict, eleventh hour, fiat, 
order, signaling, signal, twilight 

curses: (n) abuse 

cursing: (adj) cursed, execrative; (n) 
blasphemy, anathema, swearing, 
swear word, malediction, execration, 
denunciation, cursedness; (v) 
beshrew 

curst: (adj) darned, damned, deuced, 
goddam, goddamn, goddamned, 
maledict, everlasting, damnable, 
damn, accursed 

curtailed: (adj) shortened, short, 
truncated, condensed, cut, reduced, 
imperfect, tail, scrimp, unfinished, 
lower 

cymbals: (n) piatti 

cypress: (n) cyprus, wood, cypresses, 
juniper, sequoia, sandarac, cypress 
tree; (adj) deep mourning, willow, 
mourning, cypress green 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates 

dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) 
delicacy; (adj) fastidious, savory, 
tasteful, squeamish, particular, 
mincing, refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) 
luxury. ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, 
vulgar, rough, inelegant, harsh, 
gross, awkward, accepting, heavy, 
careless, thick 

dais: (n) platform, podium, rostrum, 
stage, chair, pedestal, pulpit, seat, 
ambo, woolsack, estrade 

damascene: (n) damson, fancier; (v) 
damaskeen; (adj) tattoo, inlay, 
damascened 

damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) commendable, laudable, 
praiseworthy 

damnation: (n) damn, condemnation, 
anathema, state, curse, execration, 
judgment, oath, imprecation, 
denunciation, denouncement 

damning: (n) curse, denunciation, 
malediction; (adj) incriminating, 
condemnatory, derogatory, 
inculpatory, offensive, inculpative. 
ANTONYM: (adj) complimentary 

damps: (adj) humid 

damsel: (n) demoiselle, damosel, 
damozel, damoiselle, wench, 
maiden, maid, girl, nymph, 
unmarried woman, virgin 

darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse 

darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
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obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly 

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 
Sally 

daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 
discouraged, frightened, intimidated, 
disheartened, dismayed, afraid, 
abashed, bashful, discomposed 

dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, 
audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, 
stout, heroic, valiant, confident, 
gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
irresolute, terrified, scared, poltroon, 
fearful, daunted, frightened, afraid, 
cowardly 

dazzle: (v) bedazzle, blind, captivate; 
(n, v) sparkle, shine, flash, glare, 
awe; (adj) dazzling, confuse; (n) 
brightness. ANTONYMS: (v) bore; 
(n) dullness 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
fascinated, unsighted 

debauched: (adj) corrupt, fast, rakish, 
dissipated, depraved, licentious, 
profligate, immoral, degenerate, 
libertine, lewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, redeemed, purified, pure, 
cleansed, chaste, clean, innocent 

debauchery: (n) dissipation, 
depravity, revel, excess, 
dissoluteness, riot, revelry, orgy, 
vice, bacchanal, Bacchanalia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chastity, 
uprightness, decency, restraint 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
matured, restored, strengthened 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pristine 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, 
untrue, sly, artful, untrustworthy, 
unreliable, treacherous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
genuine, trustworthy, truthful, loyal, 
open, principled, straight, upright, 
faithful, dependable 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 

decipher: (v) interpret, explain, solve, 
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decode, translate, disentangle, 
resolve, construe, read, decrypt, 
discover. ANTONYMS: (v) encode, 
code, encipher, scramble, confuse 

decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, 
ornamented, decorated, festooned 

decorous: (adj) decent, appropriate, 
conventional, sedate, correct, 
modest, prim, proper; (adj, v) 
becoming, seemly, comely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impolite, 
improper, misbehaving, unsuitable, 
unrefined, relaxed, inappropriate, 
rowdy, undignified, defiant, 
unseemly 

decorum: (n) propriety, gentility, 
decorousness, dignity, fitness, 
manners, correctness, ceremony, 
properness, politeness, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impoliteness, 
rudeness, informality, indecorum, 
impropriety, indecency, corruption, 
abandon, vulgarity 

decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, 
appointive 

decrepit: (adj) infirm, senile, feeble, 
effete, seedy, worn, dilapidated, 
shabby, old, rickety, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, strong, sound, 
robust, powerful, healthy, hearty, 
sturdy 

dedicate: (v) apply, devote, commit, 
bless, render, sanctify, pay, 
inaugurate, give, destine; (prep, v) 
set apart. ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, 
alienate, desecrate, dishonor, 
disrespect, steal, take, withhold, 
misuse, keep 

dedicatory: (adj) dedicatorial, 
commemorative, consecratory, 
memorial, in memory, honoring 

deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, 
count, hold, think, feel, view, 
suppose, regard, imagine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt 

deeming: (v) deem 

defaced: (adj) marred 

defenceless: (adj) unarmed, 
vulnerable, helpless, naked, 
undefended, unguarded, 
unprotected 

defensible: (adj) justifiable, 
defendable, pardonable, tenable, 
plausible, permissible, legitimate, 
vindicable, acceptable; (adj, v) 
excusable; (v) proof against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indefensible, 
vulnerable, unjustifiable, 
unwarranted, vindicable, invalid, 
insupportable, unjustified, 
untenable 


defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 
procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, 
v) delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree, 
expedite, continue, resist 

defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, 
conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, 
cleanse, praise 

defiled: (adj) impure, polluted, dirty, 
maculate, debauched, contaminated, 
corrupt, violated, tainted, abusive, 
adulterate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hallowed, purified, sanctified, 
cleansed, untarnished 

degenerate: (adj) corrupt, debauched, 
depraved, dissolute; (v) decay, 
degrade, relapse, decline, drop, rot; 
(adj, n) profligate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) upright, honorable, moral, 
healthy, virtuous, regenerate; (v) 
develop, flourish, recuperate, uplift, 
upgrade 

degenerated: (adj) kinky, shabby, 
crumbly 

degrade: (v) cheapen, demean, 
corrupt, decrease, dishonor, 
disparage; (n, v) disgrace, reduce; 
(adj, n, v) abase; (adj, v) debauch, 
lessen. ANTONYMS: (v) honor, 
admire, aggrade, elevate, uplift, 
worship, respect, promote, praise, 
dignify, purify 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good 

deign: (v) lower oneself, vouchsafe, 
stoop, descend, lower, grant, move, 
stoop to, allow, fall, come from 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elated, happy, 
euphoric, joyous, encouraged, 
positive, enthusiastic, hopeful 

dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, sorrow, 
woe, grief, melancholy, blues, 
desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, 
hopefulness, joy, cheer 

deliberation: (n) cogitation, counsel, 
debate, caution, thought, 
advisement, attention, 
contemplation, consultation; (adj, n) 
calculation, circumspection. 


ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
carelessness, impetuosity, 
distraction, rashness 

delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, 
regalia 

delict: (n) crime, malfeasance, 
criminal offence, misdeed, 
misdemeanor, delinquency, 
misdemeanour, offence, offense, 
trespass, violation 

delilah: (n) enchantress, siren, cocotte, 
Thais, Phryne, petite dame, lorette, 
grisette, Lais, Messalina, femme 
fatale 

delineation: (n) portrayal, 
description, picture, definition, 
drawing, design, outline, diagram, 
plan, sketch, illustration. 
ANTONYM: (n) unity 

deliverance: (n) salvation, rescue, 
release, freedom, escape, 
emancipation, delivery, relief, 
liberation, liberty, salvage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, 
suppression 

deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, 
redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, 
individual, human, somebody, 
person, helper 

delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, 
cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, 
mirage, trick, fallacy, error, 
aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: 
(n) comprehension, fact, truth 

demean: (v) abase, lower, disgrace, 
debase, humiliate, conduct, cheapen, 
disparage, humble, behave, mortify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heighten, dignify, 
boost, idolize, upgrade, honor, 
enhance, elevate, uplift, praise, 
glorify 

demeaned: (adj) ashamed 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude 

demure: (adj) humble, modest, coy, 
reserved, prim, bashful, shy, retiring, 
timid; (adj, v) sober, grave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bold, outgoing, 
extroverted, loudmouthed, 
boisterous, decadent, exciting, 
indecorous, brazen 

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support 

deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, 
criminal, calamitous, abominable, 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, 
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regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, 
admirable, agreeable, excellent, 
fortunate, praiseworthy 

deport: (v) banish, conduct, bear, 
behave, act, carry, comport, expel, 
expatriate, exile, relegate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, repatriate, 
stay, permit 

deportment: (n, v) bearing, demeanor, 
conduct, carriage; (n) manner, 
attitude, demeanour, behaviour, 
comportment, dealing, air 

deranged: (adj) demented, 
disordered, crazed, maddened, 
unbalanced, insane, lunatic, mad, 
confused, disturbed, acephalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, balanced, 
lucid, rational, stable 

deride: (v) mock, gibe, taunt, banter, 
insult, scoff, make fun of, laugh at, 
disparage, poke fun at; (n, v) scorn. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flatter, commend, 
esteem, compliment, respect, admire, 
approve 

derision: (n) contempt, mockery, 
scorn, banter, jeering, disdain, scoff, 
insult, irony, sport, gibe. 
ANTONYMS: (n) applause, esteem, 
admiration, praise, approval 

derring-do: (n) valor, gallantry 

descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
follower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
forebear, ascendant, predecessor 

desecrated: (adj) impure, dishonored, 
unclean. ANTONYM: (adj) 
consecrated 

deserter: (n) apostate, fugitive, 
defector, turncoat, runaway, escapee, 
recreant, traitor, rebel, offender, 
wrongdoer 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance 

designate: (n, v) denominate, appoint, 
note, name; (v) allocate, assign, 
delegate, define, allot, mark; (adj, n, 
v) denote. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disapprove, generalize, guess, 
oppose, elect 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; 
(adj, v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, 
unconcerned 

desist: (v) abstain, discontinue, 
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refrain, avoid, leave, knock off, halt, 
forbear, end, stop, quit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, consume, 
persevere, go 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, 
overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) 
create, construct, build 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 
productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness 

despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 
despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despising: (n) despisal, contempt, 
despisement; (adj) disdainful 

despoil: (v) plunder, deprive, pillage, 
loot, ransack, sack, rifle, desecrate, 
strip, ravage; (adj, v) spoil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consecrate, 
construct, improve, build, beautify, 
conserve 

despoiled: (adj) plundered, looted, 
desecrated, sacked, assaulted, 
besmirched, corrupted, desolate, 
desolated, destroyed, dishonored. 
ANTONYM: (adj) untarnished 

despoiling: (n) havoc, depredation 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, despondence, 
melancholy, gloom, sadness, 
hopelessness, desolation, anguish, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
hopefulness, cheerfulness, joy, 
resilience, delight, cheer 

despotic: (adj) arbitrary, dictatorial, 
tyrannical, authoritarian, absolute, 
imperious, oppressive, autocratical, 
domineering, overbearing, 
tyrannous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
democratic, liberal 

despotism: (n) tyranny, dictatorship, 
autocracy, monocracy, oppression, 
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authoritarianism, autarchy, cruelty, 
Stalinism, domination; (adj) violence 

destine: (v) mean, intend, doom, 
designate, determine, devote, 
appoint, fate, ordain, specify, 
condemn 

destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, 
destructor, warship, annihilator, 
saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, 
assassin, bad person, butcher. 
ANTONYM: (n) creator 

detain: (v) arrest, confine, catch, 
capture, apprehend, stay, keep, jail, 
imprison, incarcerate, retard. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, liberate, rush 

detest: (n, v) hate; (v) abominate, 
loathe, despise, execrate, dislike, 
nauseate, contemn, dislike intensely; 
(n) loathing, abhorrence. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, like, 
cherish, admire 

detestable: (adj) hateful, abhorrent, 
damnable, odious, offensive, 
despicable, execrable, horrible, 
infamous; (adj, v) cursed; (adj, adv) 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, adorable, sweet, loveable, 
lovable, likable, delightful, 
cherished, honorable, desirable, nice 

detestation: (n) abomination, hatred, 
odium, antipathy, aversion, 
repulsion, dislike, execration, 
loathing, revulsion; (n, v) hate. 
ANTONYM: (n) adoration 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked 

devils: (n) unclean spirits 

devising: (n) cartography, devisal, 
mapmaking, making; (adj) 
cartographical, original, 
cartographic 

devoir: (adj) abord, regards, 
remembrances, welcome; (n) 
politeness, obligation, job, need, 
must, civility, chore 

devoirs: (n) respects, duty 

devolve: (v) fall, cede, assign, light, 
pass on, pass, deliver, descend, give 
up, surrender, come down. 
ANTONYM: (v) centralize 

devotee: (n) admirer, buff, enthusiast, 
fan, addict, follower, lover, adherent, 
groupie; (adj) convert, Christian. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skeptic, adversary, 
enemy, foe, opponent, detractor 

devotional: (adj) prayerful, religious, 
holy, pious, solemn, godly, 
reverential, reverent, conscientious; 
(v) devout, pure 

devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, 
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guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, 
gobble, use up, absorb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, abstain, 
regurgitate, nibble, fast, sip 

devoured: (adj) eaten up 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire 

devout: (adj) pious, devoted, saintly, 
heartfelt, holy, dear, devotional, 
hearty, earnest; (adj, v) pure; (adj, n) 
godly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
irreligious, agnostic, impious, 
irreverent, unbelieving, undevout, 
unholy, atheistic, secular, 
uncommitted 

devoutly: (adv) sincerely, godly, 
religiously, reverently, earnestly, 
solemnly, heartily, holy, purely, 
heartfeltly, at heart 

dexterity: (n) agility, cleverness, 
ability, aptitude, skill, deftness, 
expertise; (adj, n) art, cunning; (n, v) 
adroitness, address. ANTONYMS: 
(n) clumsiness, awkwardness, 
ineptitude, inability, uselessness, 
inexperience, ineptness, inaccuracy 

dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, 
dextrously, handily, cleverly, 
proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, 
incompetently, awkwardly 

diabolical: (adj) diabolic, demoniac, 
demonic, infernal, hellish, unholy, 
fiendish, wicked, satanic, atrocious, 
evil 

dignitary: (n) notable, celebrity, big 
shot, dignity, officer, grandee, very 
important person, public figure, 
personage, person, panjandrum 

dilate: (adj, v) enlarge, expatiate; (v) 
distend, amplify, heave, inflate, 
broaden, develop, extend, increase, 
magnify. ANTONYMS: (v) contract, 
constrict, shrink, lessen, reduce 

diminishing: (adj) abating, declining, 
dwindling, lessening, waning; (n) 
decrease, shrinking, reducing, 
reduction; (adv) diminishingly; (v) 
diminish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
increasing, growing, burgeoning 

diminution: (n, v) decrease, decline; 
(n) deduction, reduction, abatement, 
cut, contraction, rebate, decrement, 
curtailment, declension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, expansion, 
restoration, enlargement 

dimmed: (adj) wan, soft, blurred, 
vague, faint, dull, bleak, black, 
dense 

dingle: (n) valley, gully, vale, dale, 


bent, glen, dimble, bower, brush; (v) 
ring, chime 

dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, blow, 
strength, percussion, agency, hollow, 
depression, might, impression; (adj) 
delve 

diocesan: (n) bishop, prelate, 
reverence, primate, eminence, elder, 
minister, archbishop, metropolitan 

direful: (adj) horrible, awful, terrific, 
awesome, gruesome, shocking, 
fearsome, terrible, horrendous, 
dreadful, fearful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, fortuitous, favorable 

dirge: (n) coronach, threnode, 
threnody, requiem, lamentation, 
epicedium, elegy, song, monody; 
(adj) deep death song, nenia 

disabling: (adj) incapacitating, 
disqualifying 

disadvantageous: (adj) adverse, 
harmful, damaging, unfavorable, 
inconvenient, prejudicial, 
unfavourable, injurious, inimical, 
inopportune, inexpedient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) favorable, 
beneficial, helpful, opportune, 
desirable 

disaffection: (n) estrangement, 
aversion, unfriendliness, 
repugnance, disfavor, disinclination, 
hostility, disloyalty, dislike, breach, 
antipathy. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
contentment 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disappoint: (v) fail, defeat, balk, 
baffle, disenchant, betray, 
circumvent, bilk, mock, foil; (n, v) 
put out. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
satisfy, encourage, fulfill, succeed, 
comfort, inspire 

disarm: (v) disable, demilitarize, 
demilitarise, convince, divest; (adj, 
v) invalidate, disqualify; (adj, n) 
propitiate; (adj) conciliate, tie the 
hands, unfit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
fortify, dissuade, discourage, annoy 

disarmed: (adj) harmless, prostrate 

disband: (v) break up, dismiss, 
disintegrate, disperse, dissolve, 
discharge, demobilize, dispel, 
disenthral, disenthrall, demob. 
ANTONYMS: (v) inaugurate, unite, 
mobilize 

discern: (v) differentiate, see, 


comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook 

discharging: (n) unloading, discharge, 
fulfillment, acquittal; (v) unload 

discoloured: (adj) faded 

discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill 
at ease, disappointed, embarrassed, 
frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, 
mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful; 
(adj, n) defeated 

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, 
discomfit, disconcertion, 
discomposure, humiliation, 
consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
honor 

discomposed: (adj) disturbed, 
perturbed, doubtful, excited, 
distraught, uncomfortable, fearful 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, 
worried, ashamed, discombobulated, 
bemused. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, soothed, unabashed, 
relaxed 

disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, 
consolable, enthusiastic 

discontented: (adj, v) querulous, 
complaining; (adj) disaffected, 
disgruntled, malcontent, unsatisfied, 
dissatisfied, displeased, miserable, 
put out, ungratified. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, satisfied, happy, 
content 

discontinue: (v) stop, break, abandon, 
desist, break off, terminate, cut off, 
quit, give up, interrupt; (n, v) drop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, restart, 
resume, start, open, maintain, begin 

discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) 
disagreement, variance, division, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, 
strife, split, contention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
harmony, unity, accord, 
concordance, consent, silence, 
concord; (v) match 

discouragement: (n) dismay, 
disappointment, despair, determent, 
depression, deterrent, despondency, 
check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, 
hopefulness 
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discourteous: (adj) brusque, abrupt, 
unmannered, curt, gruff, 
impertinent, insolent, offensive, 
rude, churlish, tactless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, polite, 
gracious, respectful, mannered, 
refined, civil, obliging 

discourtesy: (n) indignity, rudeness, 
incivility, affront, contempt, 
contumely, insult, abruptness, 
brusqueness, impudence, bad 
manners. ANTONYMS: (n) 
politeness, civility 

disdain: (n, v) despise, contemn, 
slight, ridicule; (n) contempt, 
derision, arrogance, haughtiness, 
pride; (v) scoff, disparage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
admiration, reverence, worship, 
approval, regard; (v) approve, 
admire, praise, accept, participate 

disembodied: (adj) bodiless, 
unembodied, incorporeal, 
discorporate, bodyless, spiritual, 
impalpable, disbodied, unbodied; 
(adj, prep) separate; (prep) 
disconnected 

disengaged: (adj) vacant, 
unemployed, disentangled, free, 
freed, untrammelled, devoid, 
unreserved, detached, liberated, 
loosened 

disgorge: (v) vomit, throw up, be sick, 
spill, spew, pour, eject, empty, cast, 
evacuate, puke. ANTONYM: (v) 
retain 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful 

dishevelled: (adj) untidy, tousled, 
messy, blowzy, rough, frowsy, 
frowzy, unkempt, sloppy, slovenly; 
(v) bedraggled 

dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, 
attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, 
violate, rape, outrage; (n) stigma, 
opprobrium 

dishonourable: (adj) base, 
disgraceful, shabby, dishonest, 
sordid, discreditable, ignoble, 
shameful, crooked, opprobrious, 
black 

disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 
indisposition, reluctance, antipathy, 
opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 
disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inclination, disposition, desire, 
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tendency, keenness, willingness 

disinherited: (n) disinheritance; (adj) 
homeless, unloved 

disjointed: (adj) disconnected, 
confused, split, broken, dislocated, 
rambling, unconnected, disordered, 
fragmentary, discontinuous, 
muddled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
jointed, united, affiliated, attached, 
connected, continuous 

disloyal: (adj) untrue, faithless, 
unfaithful, deceitful, treacherous, 
dishonest, treasonable, disaffected, 
rebellious, traitor, perfidious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loyal, faithful, 
honest, trustworthy, firm, patriotic, 
true, dependable 

dismayed: (adj) aghast, shocked, 
horrified, startled, discouraged, 
disheartened, upset, downhearted, 
afraid, downcast, dejected. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, 
enthusiastic, happy, unabashed, 
cheerful 

dismaying: (adj) alarming, 
dismayingly, frightful, formidable, 
causing consternation, discouraging 

dismounting: (n) dismantling, arrival 

disobedience: (n) contumacy, 
intractableness, rebelliousness, 
breach, recalcitrance, rebellion, 
refusal, noncompliance, mutiny, 
contravention, defiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compliance, 
meekness, conformity, devotion, 
order, fulfillment, loyalty 

disobedient: (adj) contrary, 
intractable, rebellious, disorderly, 
defiant, naughty, wayward, unruly, 
willful, headstrong, contumacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obedient, good, 
compliant, orderly, dutiful, 
cooperative, observant, behaving, 
loyal, meek, obliging 

disordered: (adj) chaotic, upset, sick, 
disorganized, broken, incoherent, 
deranged, messy, disjointed, 
disconnected, ill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
neat, ordered, organized, arranged, 
quiet, regulated, systematic, 
systematized, straightforward, tidy 

disorderly: (adj) wild, disordered, 
chaotic, boisterous, jumbled, 
disorganized, unruly, rowdy, untidy, 
irregular; (adj, v) lawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, neat, 
arranged, peaceful, organized, 
systematized, conforming, ordered, 
restrained, behaved, coherent 

disown: (v) disavow, disinherit, 
abandon, renounce, disclaim, 
forsake, refuse, recant, repudiate, 
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retract, disallow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bequeath, accept, avow, adopt, 
admit, claim 

disparagement: (n, v) detraction, 
dispraise; (n) aspersion, derogation, 
calumny, contempt, depreciation, 
defamation, degradation, disgrace, 
scorn. ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, 
credit, commendation, acclaim, 
compliment, admiration, 
glorification, respect 

dispelling: (n) evaporation 

dispensation: (n) allotment, release, 
disposal, assignment, division, 
freedom, distribution, exemption, 
license, allocation, apportionment. 
ANTONYM: (n) prohibition 

disperse: (v) dispel, spread, circulate, 
break up, disband, scatter, dissipate, 
diffuse, dispense, disseminate, break. 
ANTONYMS: (v) gather, collect, 
converge, centralize, capture, 
congregate, garner, concentrate, 
swarm, crowd, aggravate 

dispersion: (n) diffusion, dispersal, 
distribution, dissipation, spread, 
circulation, dissemination, scattering, 
spacing, deflocculation, variance 

dispirited: (adj) depressed, 
disconsolate, downcast, discouraged, 
blue, crestfallen, dismal, down, 
downhearted, disheartened, 
melancholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, optimistic, euphoric, 
enthused, heartened, happy, 
enthusiastic, positive 

displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother, 
anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, 
irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: 
(v) please, satisfy, pacify, delight 

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm 

displeasing: (adj) distasteful, 
offensive, disagreeable, obnoxious, 
objectionable, unacceptable, 
annoying, unwelcome, contrary; 
(adv) displeasingly; (v) unpleasing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
agreeable 

displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval 

disport: (n, v) play, sport, wanton; (v) 
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amuse, divert, cavort, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, lark; (n) diversion 

disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) 
dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; 
(n) distribution 

disproportioned: (adj) undue 

disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) 
disputant 

disquiet: (v) discompose, perturb; (n, 
v) worry, alarm, trouble, disorder, 
dismay, discomfort, concern; (n) 
anxiety, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reassurance, quiet, 
tranquility, serenity, calmness, 
optimism; (v) soothe, settle, relax, 
compose, tranquilize 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed 

disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, 
neglected, unseen, written off, 
wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, 
overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) 
unregarded 

disrobe: (v) strip, deprive, dismantle, 
unclothe, divest, discase, uncover, 
unrobe, denude, strip off, peel. 
ANTONYM: (v) clothe 

disrobed: (adj) naked, nude, au 
naturel 

dissension: (n) dispute, disagreement, 
conflict, contention, dissonance, 
faction, friction, misunderstanding, 
division; (n, v) difference, variance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, accord, 
harmony, consent, comity 

dissimulation: (n) deceit, 
dissembling, duplicity, guile, 
falsehood, hypocrisy, illusion, 
imposture, insincerity, pretence, 
chicanery 

dissolute: (adj, v) dissipated, fast, 
wanton; (adj) abandoned, depraved, 
licentious, immoral, corrupt, 
profligate, degenerate; (adj, n) 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, 
upright, chaste, restrained, good, 
resolute, virtuous, pure, cautious, 
righteous, innocent 

distaff: (adj) female, rack; (v) dizen; 
(n) sphere, domain, area, arena 

distantly: (adv) reservedly, aloofly, 
coldly, formally, coolly, frigidly, 
standoffishly, farly, removedly, 
vaguely, detachedly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) intimately, passionately, 
clearly, warmly, nearby, alertly 

distended: (adj) inflated, bloated, 
turgid, puffed, bombastic, distent, 
expanded, enlarged; (adj, v) puffy; 
(v) blowzy, bigswoln 


distil: (v) distill, condense, drop, 
cleanse, pull, educe, dribble, purify, 
sublimate, refine, sanitize 

distracting: (adj) unsettling, 
vociferous, unruly, troublesome, 
troublemaking, misleading, 
embarrassing, divulsive, disruptive; 
(v) riveting, exciting 

distraught: (adj) distressed, crazy, 
demented, frantic, upset, wild, 
frenzied, mad, anxious, frenetic, 
delirious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, calm, tranquil, relaxed, 
serene, untroubled, sane, content 

ditty: (n) ballad, canzonet, canticle, 
bravura, cantata, carol, tune, 
pastoral, recitative, recitativo, 
solfeggio 

diverting: (adj, v) entertaining; (adj) 
comical, fun, amusive, droll, comic, 
laughable, funny, humorous, 
recreative, intriguing 

dividers: (n) compass, compasses, 
pair of compasses 

divinity: (n) God, theology, 
divineness, immortal, godship, 
godhead, spirit, demiurge, 
apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the 
Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil 

doff: (v) remove, divest, undress, 
disrobe, shed, uncase, unclothe, 
dismount, discase, do, deduct 

dogged: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
willful, bullheaded, insistent, 
obstinate, tenacious, wilful, untiring, 
resolute, persistent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) yielding, compromising, 
indifferent, undetermined 

doggedly: (adv) stubbornly, firmly, 
tenaciously, persistently, resolutely, 
pertinaciously, perseveringly, 
obdurately, steadfastly, untiringly, 
steadily. ANTONYM: (adv) 
hesitantly 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job 

doit: (adj) brass farthing, bulrush, 
pinch of snuff, peppercorn, old son, 
jot, feather; (n) mite, stiver, penny, 
groat 

doleful: (adj) mournful, sorrowful, 
sad, disconsolate, melancholy, 
miserable, piteous, dolorous, 
somber, woeful; (adj, v) dolesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gleeful, happy, 
glad, cheery, elated, euphoric 

domine: (n) dominie, dominus, 
clergyman, a clergyman, dominee 

dominion: (n) authority, control, 
domain, command, reign, rule, sway, 


power, kingdom, mastery, 
supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjugation 

donative: (n) present, donation, 
oblation, benefaction; (n, v) gratuity; 
(v) bounty, dole, alms, largess 

donjon: (n) castle, dungeon, fastness, 
hold, oubliette, citadel, capitol, 
bread and butter, stronghold, 
fortress 

dotard: (n) driveler, doter, weakling, 
fuddy-duddy, dote, dotant, dodo; 
(adj) doddering 

doting: (adj) fond, loving, 
affectionate, devoted, delirious, 
caring, amorous, wandering, silly, 
lovesome; (v) dote. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inattentive, indifferent, 
neglectful, uncaring, disapproving, 
cold 

double-edged: (adj) ironic, left- 
handed, sharp 

doublet: (n) pair, couple, waistcoat, 
CHUDDER, barbe, gabardine, 
double, jacket, jubbah, oilskins, 
camisole 

doublets: (n) span, dyad 

doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 
disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 
skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, wary, 
doubts, distrusting. ANTONYM: 
(adj) credulous 

doughty: (adj) dauntless, courageous, 
hardy, fearless, intrepid, daring, 
audacious, bold, manful, heroic, 
gallant 

dowery: (n) gift, dowry 

downcast: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
dispirited, blue, desolate, 
disconsolate, gloomy, low, sad, 
downhearted, discouraged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
vivacious, cheery, elated, joyous, up, 
positive 

downright: (adj, n) absolute; (adj, v) 
sheer, clear; (adj) dead, blunt, 
candid, plain; (adv) absolutely, 
thoroughly, wholly, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) semi, limited, 
incomplete, questionable, slight; 
(adv) hardly 

draff: (adj) Brewers' grains, caput 
mortuum, clinker, dregs, hogwash, 
lees, refuse, waste matter, fecula, 
sprue 

draftsman: (n) draughtsman, artist, 
drawer, cartoonist, architect, 
planner, builder, driver, creative 
person, draftsperson 

drapery: (n) drape, clothing, dress, 
blind, raiment, costume, toilette, 
furnishings, trim, guise, toilet 
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draughts: (n) solitaire, go bang, 
backgammon, misere chess, chess, 
dominos, board game 

drawbridge: (n) fire escape, draw- 
bridge, bridge, drawbridge sign, lift 
bridge 

dreading: (adj) anxious 

drear: (adj) dreary, dingy, drab, 
disconsolate, distressing, sad, 
lamentable, bleak, cheerless, 
darkening, gloomy 

dregs: (n) residue, grounds, refuse, 
sediment, dreg, remains, settlings, 
feces, trash, waste, dross 

drench: (adj, v) soak, douse, steep, 
immerse, splash, wash; (v) deluge, 
swamp, dip, drown, souse. 
ANTONYM: (v) dehydrate 

drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet 

droning: (adj) buzzing, humming, 
abuzz, booming, monotonous, 
noisy; (n) bourdon, dawdler, drone 
pipe, idleness, monotone. 
ANTONYM: (adj) varied 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm 

dross: (n) trash, rubbish, scoria, 
refuse, slag, waste, impurity, dregs, 
garbage, offal, cinder 

drudge: (n, v) slave, work; (v) toil, fag, 
moil, dig, grub, sweat, plod, grind; 
(n) hack. ANTONYMS: (v) dawdle, 
putter, loaf, idle, lounge 

drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, swink, 
slavery, travail, donkeywork, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cramped 

druidical: (adj) druidic 

drunkenness: (n) alcoholism, 
inebriety, ebriety, drinking, drink, 
intoxication, crapulence, grogginess, 
insobriety, tipsiness, alcohol 
addiction 

dryness: (n) drought, aridity, 
dehydration, aridness, thirst, 
desiccation, barrenness, monotony, 
status, drying, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damp, humidity, 
wetness, moisture, succulence, 
exaggeration, juiciness 

dubiety: (n) disbelief, doubtfulness, 
uncertainty, suspicion, dubiousness, 
suspense, irresolution, incertitude, 
misgiving, indecision, question. 
ANTONYM: (n) certitude 

ducking: (n) dip, dousing, hunting, 
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wetting, submersion, duckbilled 
platypus, duckbill, duck hunting, 
dive, complete attention; (v) owe 

dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, 
jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, 
Bastille, bridewell, detention, house 
of correction 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, 
clear 

duteous: (adj) obedient, respectful, 
compliant, docile, deferential, 
reverent, submissive, obsequious, 
reverential 

dutiful: (adj) duteous, good, faithful, 
docile, devoted, deferential, 
compliant, loyal, pious, meek, 
constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfaithful, undutiful, disrespectful, 
irresponsible, negligent, assertive, 
impious, irreverent, neglectful, 
thoughtful, uncaring 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, 
artificially coloured, biased, artificial, 
unreal, colorful 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

earldom: (n) rank, county, domain, 
demesne, count 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, sincerity, 
gravity, fervor, devotion, graveness, 
staidness, honesty; (adj, n) ardor, 
zeal, intentness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
slackness, lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy 

earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, 
earthenware 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards 

ebony: (adj, n) sable; (adj) black, dark, 
jet, soot, raven, smut, sloe; (n) jet 
black, coal black, wood 

ecclesiastic: (n) clergyman, divine, 
cleric, minister, priest, churchman, 
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pastor, clergymen, hierophant; (adj) 
clerical, ecclesiastical 

eddies: (n) turbulence 

edification: (n) enlightenment, 
education, illumination, building, 
disenchantment, architecture, 
disillusionment, civilization, 
schooling, teaching, learning 

edifice: (n) building, structure, house, 
hall, fabric, aviary, bagnio, 
bathhouse, abattoir, bawdyhouse, 
clubhouse 

edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, 
instructive, educational, 
advantageous, rewarding, 
benignant, improving, profitable, 
illuminating, helpful. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unedifying 

e'er: (adv) ever, forever 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, 
able; (adj) forceful, telling, 
authoritative, operative, potent, 
adequate, impressive, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, 
incapable, weak, impotent, 
ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually 

effrontery: (n) audacity, brass, 
presumption, face, boldness, 
insolence, nerve, impertinence, 
impudence, rudeness, assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) timidity, 
deference, courtesy 

effusion: (n) effluence, eruption, 
outpour, efflux, outburst, exudation, 
extrusion, exhalation, emanation, 
emission, flow 

ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, emission, 
interjection, discharge, vociferation, 
expelling, exclaiming, eruption, 
shout, emanation 

elated: (adj) joyful, delighted, jubilant, 
exultant, gleeful, happy, triumphant, 
overjoyed, proud, ecstatic; (n) 
buoyant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dejected, disappointed, sad, 
unhappy, miserable, down, 
depressed, despairing, blue, 
sorrowful, desolate 

elation: (n) bliss, excitement, delight, 
euphoria, rapture, joy, happiness, 
joyousness, high spirits, exhilaration, 
exultation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
depression, sorrow, unhappiness, 
misery, sadness, despair, agony, 
dejection, dislike, desolation 
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elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demote, drop, downgrade, depress, 
decrease, reduce 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, 
exhilarating 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, 
rhetoric, articulateness, expression, 
volubility, persuasiveness, 
articulacy, facundity, way with 
words. ANTONYM: (n) 
inarticulateness 

emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, 
gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, 
haggard, slender, slim, lanky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, heavy, 
bloated, beefy, overweight 

emaciation: (n) gauntness, 
maceration, thinness, leanness, 
consumption; (v) tabes, collapse, 
tabefaction, marasmus; (adj) 
macilency, marcor 

embarrass: (v) baffle, bother, 
confound, hinder, disconcert, block, 
complicate, impede, discomfit; (adj, 
v) bewilder, encumber. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, please, 
soothe, relieve 

embattled: (adj) crenelated, crenellate, 
crenellated, under fire, under attack, 
prepared, indented, militant; (v) in 
battle array, battled; (n) fancier 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes 

embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, 
sour, indignant, disappointed, 
crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, 
disenchanted; (v) resent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) idealistic 

emblazonment: (n) blazoning, 
blazonment, emblazonry 

emblem: (n) flag, type, device, 
allegory, character, crest, sign, 
badge, figure, ensign, symbol 

emblematical: (adj) symbolic, 
symbolical, representative, 
figurative, mystical, exemplary, 
illustrative, allegorical, characteristic 

emboldened: (adj) bold 

embossed: (adj) raised, brocaded, 
stamped, decorated, prominent, 
bossy; (n) relief 

embrasure: (n) porthole, crenel, 
machicolation, recess, window, 
opening, crenelle, battlement, dent, 
casement 

embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated 

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 
altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 


status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority 

eminently: (adv) highly, prominently, 
outstandingly, conspicuously, loftily, 
illustriously, preeminently, 
famously, grandly, exaltedly, 
gloriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
commonly, unexceptionally, 
unremarkably 

emir: (n) ameer, rajah, emeer, nawab, 
ruler, scherif, sharif, wali, dictator, 
effendi 

enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, 
infatuated, mad, captivated, 
bewitched, charmed 

enchanted: (adj) bewitched, 
delighted, charmed, fascinated, rapt, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, 
enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, 
unhappy 

enchantress: (n) siren, Delilah, fairy, 
witch, occultist, woman, lamia, sibyl, 
vamp, hag, sorceress 

encircled: (adj) enclosed, bounded, 
circinate, circular, decorated, 
delimited, ringed, wreathed, 
bordered, annulated, annular 

encomium: (n) eulogy, panegyric, 
paean, glorification, compliment, 
tribute, approval, kudos; (n, v) 
praise, applause; (v) acclaim 

encompassed: (adj) bounded 

encroachment: (n) invasion, intrusion, 
inroad, trespass, impingement, 
aggression, incursion, wrongdoing, 
entering; (adj, n) breach; (adj) 
seizure. ANTONYMS: (n) decline, 
respect 

encrusted: (adj) crusted, crustlike, 
covered, smudged, dirty, filthy, 
peeling, grubby, soiled, flaking, 
curmudgeonly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
smooth 

encumbered: (adj) burdened, 
burdensome, weighed down, heavy, 
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unencumbered 

encumbrance: (n) check, hindrance, 
load, burden, barrier, impediment, 
tie, obstacle, imposition, charge, 
onus 

endanger: (v) imperil, hazard, 
venture, menace, scupper, queer, 
peril, jeopardise; (n, v) risk, danger, 
expose to danger. ANTONYMS: (v) 
protect, shelter, aid, assist, guard, 
preserve, help, save, safeguard 

endlong: (adv) at length, along, 
longitudinally 


endow: (v) invest, donate, give, 
clothe, contribute, bless, supply, 
furnish, dower, empower; (n, v) vest. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, 
artistic, brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied 

endowing: (v) endow; (n) 
appropriation 

enervated: (adj) debilitated, limp, 
tired, lethargic, weak, languid, faint, 
colorless, adynamic, asthenic, 
enfeebled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
activated, invigorated, strengthened, 
energized, strong 

engraved: (adj) carved, inscribed, 
etched, sculptured, chased, cut in, 
graphic, graven; (prep) 
insculptured; (v) fixed, imprinted 

engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
bored, distracted, indifferent, 
unconcerned, uninterested, 
inattentive, carefree 

enjoin: (v) command, dictate, direct, 
instruct, tell, charge, require, forbid, 
disallow, impose, order. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acquiesce, yield, 
submit, permit, request, let, comply, 
agree, allow, obey 

enjoined: (adj) lawful 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge 

enlighten: (v) advise, edify, educate, 
inform, clarify, apprise, instruct, 
illuminate, clear, notify; (adj, v) 
lighten. ANTONYMS: (v) puzzle, 
obfuscate, mystify, confound, cloud, 
brutalize, bewilder, muddle 

enlist: (v) engage, recruit, employ, 
enroll, gain, get, join up, hire, 
acquire, join, enter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) discharge, resign, quit, dodge, 
avoid, leave, fire 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 
antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, antipathy, 
hatred, war, dislike. ANTONYMS: 
(n) friendship, friendliness, affinity, 
love, kindness, affection, adoration, 
amity, cooperation, goodwill 

ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, 
melancholy, monotony, tediousness, 
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dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; 
(v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, 
energy, interest 

enquirer: (n) inquirer, asker, speaker, 
talker, tester, quizzer, interviewer, 
interrogator, examiner, querier 

enquiring: (v) inquire, enquire; (adv) 
enquiringly 

enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, 
incensed, exasperated, raging, 
irritated, boiling 

enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, 
beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, 
endow, better, cultivate; (n) 
enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, 
reduce, deplete, deteriorate 

enshrined: (adj) hallowed 

ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, 
standard, colors, enzie, 
sublieutenant 

ensue: (v) come, arise, happen, result, 
succeed, occur, transpire, turn out, 
befall, come after, stem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forerun, preface, 
antecede, dwindle, recede 

entangled: (adj) complicated, 
intricate, embroiled, complex, foul, 
confused, matted, tangled, 
inextricable, knotty; (v) entangle 

enterprising: (adj) bold, energetic, 
active, aggressive, courageous, 
vigorous, ambitious, go-ahead, 
brave, pushing; (adj, n) daring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, 
unenterprising, passive, inactive, 
indolent, lazy, cautious, cowardly 

entertainer: (n) host, performer, 
comedian, actor, humorist, artist, 
musician, bombshell, busker, artiste, 
comic 

enticement: (n) temptation, lure, 
decoy, allure, allurement, invitation, 
attraction, seduction, inducement, 
appeal, inveiglement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dissuasion, repulsion 

entranced: (adj) delighted, captivated, 
fascinated, enthralled, enchanted, 
ecstatic, beguiled, enslaved, 
gripped; (adv) on cloud nine; (v) 
overjoyed 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, 
pray, adjure, appeal, request, 
conjure, crave, bid. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, reject 

entreating: (adj) beseeching, 
imploring, suppliant, begging, 
supplicant, imploratory, asking 
submissively, pleading, piteous 
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entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation 

entwined: (adj) intertwined, snaky, 
inseparable 

enumerate: (n, v) calculate, detail, 
number; (v) list, recount, reckon, 
tally, tell, compute, recapitulate, 
figure 

enumeration: (n) count, counting, 
computation, list, calculation, 
catalogue, recital, account, tally, 
reckoning, listing 

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, 
enclosed, cover, bounded, Byzantine, 
clothed, involved, misty, swallowed, 
vestured, emotionally involved 

environ: (adv, v) encompass, 
surround, beset, compass; (v) 
besiege, enclose, circle, envelop, gird, 
circumvent, beleaguer 

epicurean: (n) gastronome, gourmet, 
bon vivant, sensualist, hedonist, 
connoisseur; (adj) sybaritic, 
voluptuary, voluptuous, luxurious, 
luscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) austere, 
humble, modest, plain, simple 

epistle: (n) letter, note, 
communication, message, 
correspondence, post card, favor, 
missive, writing, memo, dispatch 

epithet: (n) name, cognomen, 
appellation, denomination, 
nickname, moniker, sobriquet, title, 
picture, byname, byword 

equestrian: (n) rider, trooper, trainer, 
buster, roughrider, horsewoman, 
horseback rider, breaker, postilion; 
(adj) mounted 

equipage: (n) carriage, chariot, 
brougham, coach, barouche, rig, 
field-equipage, buggy, cab, cabriolet, 
chaise 

equipments: (n) paraphernalia, 
facility, attire, appendages, equipage, 
accouterments 

equitably: (adv) justly, impartially, 
right, rightly, honestly, honorably, 
equally, fair and square, objectively, 
without favoritism. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unfairly 

equivocal: (adj) ambiguous, 
indefinite, doubtful, dubious, 
questionable, elusive, cryptic, 
precarious, problematic, apocryphal, 
double. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
unequivocal, definite, obvious, plain, 
unquestionable, certain, direct 

eradicating: (v) eradicate 

erase: (v) delete, efface, blot out, 
obliterate, wipe out, expunge, 
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annihilate, eradicate, clear, rub out, 
eliminate. ANTONYMS: (v) restore, 
record, add, acknowledge 

eremite: (adj, n) hermit, recluse; (n) 
anchorite, monk, cenobite. 
ANTONYM: (n) cenobite 

ermine: (n) purple, pelt, fur, weasel, 
pall, shorttail weasel, mantle, toga, 
millinery, robes of state 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work 

errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm 
duties 

errant: (adj) devious, vagabond, 
erring, erroneous, perverse, fallible, 
mistaken, migrant, fugitive; (adj, n) 
notorious; (adv) adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reliable, right, 
pure, inerrant, correct, trustworthy, 
righteous 

erring: (adj) devious, sinful, fallible, 
wrong, amiss, at fault, guilty, 
perverse, reprehensible; (n) 
transgression 

erroneous: (adj) incorrect, inaccurate, 
false, untrue, wrongful, improper, 
fallacious, amiss, unsound, faulty; 
(adj, v) mistaken. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) valid, right, accurate, true, 
reliable, real, wise, logical 

erroneously: (adv) mistakenly, falsely, 
incorrectly, faultily, inaccurately, 
fallaciously, wrong, inexactly, 
untruely, misguidedly, amiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) accurately, 
rightly 

erudition: (n) education, scholarship, 
letters, edification, reading, 
learnedness, culture, lore, 
eruditeness; (n, v) knowledge; (adj, 
n) wisdom. ANTONYM: (n) 
simplicity 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

esplanade: (n) walkway, park, 
parade, mall, public walk, place, 
boulevard, path; (adj, n) terrace; 
(adj) parterre, estrade 

espouse: (n, v) wed; (v) embrace, 
sustain, defend, marry, advocate, 
accept, take up, assume, back, 
betroth. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
oppose, repudiate, spurn, desert, 
abandon, divorce, detract 

espy: (v) discover, descry, behold, 
detect, spy, spot, see, distinguish, 
recognize, perceive, notice 
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esquire: (n) gentleman, Mr, Esq, 
scutum, scute, scutage, escutcheon, 
scutcheon, margrave, vavasour; (v) 
escort 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, 
honored, prestigious, important, 
distinguished, August, respect. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disreputable 

etiquette: (n) decorum, rite, civility, 
protocol, label, form, convention, 
decency, formality, tag, custom 

eulogy: (n, v) encomium, praise; (n) 
compliment, eulogium, paean, 
panegyric, speech, tribute; (v) 
applause, acclaim, eulogize. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
vilification, condemnation 

evading: (n) avoidance, escaping, 
dodging; (v) evade; (adj) intangible, 
fugitive 

evanescent: (adj) passing, temporary, 
fleeting, transitory, fugitive, 
momentary, transient, cursory, 
temporal, intangible, short-lived 

eventful: (adj) fateful, weighty, lively, 
important, momentous, memorable, 
notable, hectic, significant; (n) 
stirring; (v) full of incident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
insignificant, ordinary, slow, empty 

evils: (n) mala 

exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, 
strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, 
finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) 
exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, 
unfastidious, basic, careless, 
relaxing 

exaction: (n) extortion, demand, 
blackmail, reclamation, 
revendication, tax, requirement, 
enforcement, force, imposition, 
assessment 

exactness: (n) correctness, accuracy, 
exactitude, truth, rigor, trueness, 
accurateness, fidelity, punctuality, 
veracity, strictness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inexactness, fuzziness, 
inaccuracy, negligence, inexactitude, 
incorrectness 

exaggerate: (v) boast, aggravate, 
amplify, dramatize, overdo, 
overdraw, brag, overstate, magnify, 
aggrandize, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) minimize, alleviate, weaken 

exalt: (v) glorify, celebrate, animate, 
raise, advance, promote, elevate, 
praise; (n, v) dignify, adore, ennoble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) degrade, ridicule, 
debase, condemn, criticize, 
deprecate, desecrate, disparage 


exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, 
noble, high, August, elated, 
dignified, great, sublime, grand, big. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) belittled, 
condemned, criticized, debased, 
humble, humiliated, low, lowly, 
minor, ridiculed, base 

exalting: (adj) exalt, ennobling, 
inspiring, humane, generous, 
exhilarating, dignifying, courageous, 
benevolent, abundant 

excavated: (adj) concave, hollow 

excellency: (n) highness, merit, 
majesty, mightiness, virtue, 
splendor, superiority, worship, 
grace, chastity, glory 

excelling: (v) careless, passant, 
current; (adj) perfect, excellent 

excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, 
excused 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, 
prep) except for, exclusive of; (prep) 
aside from, besides, apart from, 
barring, excluding, with the 
exception of; (v) saving. 
ANTONYM: (prep) including 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, 
rouse, electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, 
v) quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, 
scream, shout out, speak, vociferate 

exclaiming: (n) deuce, Dickens, 
ejaculation, exclaim, devil, 
interjection, ecphonesis 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

excommunication: (n) anathema, ban, 
curse, banishment, excision, 
proscription, censure, denunciation, 
maranatha; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) 
exile 

exculpation: (n) absolution, 
justification, apology, excuse, 
pardon, clearance, defense, acquittal, 
alibi, vindication, pity 

excused: (adj) privileged, immune 

execration: (n) curse, malediction, 
anathema, denunciation, 
imprecation, cuss, malison, 
abomination, odium, abhorrence, 
detestation 

executioner: (n) killer, murderer, 
hangman, headsman, 
electrocutioner, executor, tormentor, 
executer, public executioner, 
slaughterer, slayer 


exertion: (n) application, exercise, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
inertia, relaxation, laziness, ease 

exhale: (v) breathe, blow, emit, expire, 
evaporate, breathe out, respire, 
smoke, steam, transpire, give off 

exhibiting: (n) advertising; (adj) 
exhibitory, ostensive 

exhortation: (n) warning, monition, 
persuasion, suggestion, counsel, 
incitement, sermon, admonition, 
exhort, hortation, admonishment 

exorbitant: (adj) unreasonable, 
immoderate, steep, unconscionable, 
inordinate, extravagant, outrageous, 
enormous, extortionate, extreme, 
high. ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
inexpensive, moderate, modest, 
sensible, fair 

expedient: (adj) fit, advisable, 
becoming, desirable, adequate, apt, 
convenient, suitable; (n) contrivance, 
resource, artifice. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inappropriate, inexpedient, 
impractical, futile, detrimental, 
inconvenient, foolish 

expediting: (v) expedite 

expel: (v) evict, banish, exclude, exile, 
eliminate, discharge, deport, excrete, 
dispossess, dislodge; (adj, v) dismiss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, retain, 
invite, appoint, admit, allow, block 

expelling: (n) discharge, catamenia, 
excretion, elimination, evacuation, 
ejaculation, emission, menstrual, 
menstruation, period, emanation 

expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, 
departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, 
deceased, gone, completely 
exhausted; (v) expending 

expire: (v) end, conclude, decease, 
elapse, pass away, depart, run out, 
succumb, perish, exhale, exit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) inhale, start, 
commence, begin, thrive, inspire, 
appear, survive 

expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) well 

expostulation: (n) dissuasion, 
deprecation, objection, admonition, 
reprehension, dehortation, 
increpation, reprobation, rebuke, 
reproach, reproof 

expound: (v) explicate, elucidate, 
annotate, elaborate, define, read, 
clarify, illustrate, interpret; (adj, v) 
explain, expand 

expounding: (n) interpretation, 
exhibition, definition, construal, 
expo; (adj) illuminating, instructive, 
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illustrative, descriptive, clarifying 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

extenuated: (adj) marcid, tabid, 
rawboned, shriveled, lanky; (n) 
barebone 

extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, 
eradicate, douse, annihilate, 
consume, wipe out, end, suppress, 
quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) ignite, build, create, encourage, 
inflame, sustain, protect 

extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, 
quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) 
defunctness, complete annihilation, 
experimental extinction, 
extermination, extinction 

extirpate: (v) eradicate, uproot, 
annihilate, deracinate, extinguish, 
destroy, root, excise, root out, raze; 
(adj, v) obliterate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
breed, propagate, generate, foster 

extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) bleed, 
fleece, overcharge 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

extricate: (v) clear, evolve, disengage, 
rid, untangle, disembarrass, absolve, 
enfranchise, free, deliver, dislodge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, embroil, 
hamper, hinder, involve, fasten, 
wedge 

extricated: (adj) free, disengaged, 
freer, emancipated, freed 

exuberant: (adj) abundant, ample, 
opulent, ebullient, excessive, 
extravagant, profuse, bountiful, 
prolific, generous, hearty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, blue, 
unenthusiastic, scarce, needing, 
lacking, dispirited, insufficient, 
down, unexcited, lethargic 

exult: (v) rejoice, triumph, cheer, 
glory, chuckle, crow, jubilate, brag, 
boast, celebrate; (n, v) delight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) grieve, mourn, 
bemoan 
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exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow 

eyelashes: (n) cilia 

fabricated: (adj) fictitious, false, fake, 
ben trovato, unfounded, pretended, 
feigned, forged, sham, improbable, 
made-up. ANTONYMS: (adj) factual, 
truthful, honest, true 

facetious: (adj) humorous, comical, 
frivolous, funny, comic, whimsical, 
laughable, jocose, jocular; (adj, n) 
witty; (n) amusing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) grave, lugubrious, sober, 
somber, formal 

factious: (adj) rebellious, seditious, 
divisive, quarrelsome, turbulent, 
contumacious, mutinous, willful, 
argumentative, contentious, 
demagogical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmonious, agreeing, cooperative 

faggot: (n) fagot, queer, queen, fairy, 
pansy, poof, bobbing, log, fascine, 
fascicle, wisp 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; 
(adv) gladly, lief, readily, willingly; 
(v) optative 

faineant: (adj) idle, slothful, lazy, 
indolent, idler, shiftless, sluggard, 
otiose 

faint-hearted: (adv) cowardly; (adj) 
sheepish, chicken-hearted, 
pusillanimous, fearful, weak, 

imorous, spineless, afraid, gutless; 

(n) coward 

faithless: (adj) dishonest, false, 

raitorous, treacherous, unfaithful, 

deceitful, untrustworthy, untrue, 

ruthless, mendacious, perfidious. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) loyal, steadfast, 

rue, honest 

falchion: (n) sword, blade, steel, 

saber, scimitar, cutlass, faulchion, 

auchion, broadsword 

falcon: (n) caracara, thug, freebooter, 

mosstrooper, peregrine falcon, 

harpy, Merlin, land shark, shark, 

hobby, dacoit 

false-hearted: (adj) treacherous, 
unfaithful 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, 
falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality 

faltering: (n) falter, pause, vacillation; 
(adj) tentative, vacillating, doubtful, 
irresolute, hesitant, uncertain, 
unsure; (adv) falteringly. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) decided, firm, 
eloquent, decisive, sure 

familiarize: (adj, v) accustom; (v) 
adapt, familiarise, habituate, 
introduce, present, acquainted, 
popularize, adjust, initiate, inform 

familiarized: (adj) adjusted, familiar, 
used to, oriented, orientated, 
accustomed 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, 
conventionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
distantly 

famishing: (adj) hungry 

fanatical: (adj, v) bigoted, besotted; 
(adj, n) rabid; (adj) extreme, fanatic, 
zealous, immoderate, mad, avid; (v) 
impassioned, confined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, 
unenthusiastic, uninterested, 
disinterested, reasonable, 
uncommitted, apathetic, tolerant 

fanaticism: (n) bigotry, intolerance, 
zealotry, devotion, dedication, 
iconoclasm; (n, v) zeal, passion; (adj, 
n) monomania; (v) ardor; (adj) 
fascination. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, moderation, tolerance 

fanciful: (adj) mythical, fantastic, 
capricious, unreal, arbitrary, 
romantic, ideal, chimerical, notional, 
visionary; (adj, v) fancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) prosaic, real, 
realistic, plausible, normal 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, 
most distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest 

fascinate: (adj, n, v) charm; (n, v) 
allure, enchant, entice; (adj, v) 
attract; (v) bewitch, enthrall, 


enrapture, enthral, entrance, capture. 


ANTONYMS: (v) bore, tire, repel, 
disenchant, disinterest, appall 
fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought 
fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, 
attachment, lock, catch, link, 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind 
fasting: (n) abstinence, white sheet, 
shrift, sackcloth and ashes, 
maceration, lustration, flagellation, 
watching one's weight, hunger 
strike, penance; (v) calorie counting 
fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 
mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
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dead 

fates: (adj) book of fate, Parcae, sky; 
(n) fortune, the fates 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; (adj, 
adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatness: (n) adiposity, fleshiness, 
avoirdupois, heaviness, adiposeness, 
obesity, greasiness, stoutness, 
fattiness, size, corpulence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leanness, thinness 

fattened: (adj) finished 

favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 
support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) befriend, 
encourage, patronize. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hinder, contradict, dislike, hurt, 
differ, thwart, reject, demean; (n) 
derogation, disapproval, 
unkindness 

fawn: (v) crawl, creep, grovel, cringe, 
cower, crouch, bootlick, kowtow, 
blandish, flatter; (n) deer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) insult, despise, 
ignore, domineer 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, 
awfully, apprehensively, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) 
shockingly, dreadfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bravely, calmly, 
confidently, wonderfully, rationally, 
unconcernedly 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) afraid, frightened, scared, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid 

feasting: (n) carnival, eating 

feign: (v) dissemble, simulate, affect, 
pretend, assume, dissimulate, 
counterfeit, act, sham, fabricate; (adj, 
v) deceive 

felon: (n) convict, culprit, crook, 
malefactor, thug, desperado, 
miscreant, offender, hoodlum, 
outlaw; (adj) felonious 

felony: (n) burglary, sin, extortion, 
capture, bribery, delinquency, 
misdeed, fault, misdemeanor, 
misdemeanour, offence. 
ANTONYM: (n) uprightness 

fern: (n) maidenhair, davallia, 


christella, pteridophyte, fan fern, 
bristle fern, button fern, buckler fern, 
cliff brake, beech fern, canker brake 

ferocity: (n) violence, cruelty, 
ferociousness, fury, rage, truculence, 
atrocity, fierceness, wildness, 
vehemence, anger. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meekness, friendliness, serenity 

fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, 
zealously, passionately, intensely, 
eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, 
vehemently, seriously, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
impassively, halfheartedly, 
flippantly 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly 

fetter: (n, v) shackle, bond, gyve, 
hamper, hobble, tether; (v) bind, 
chain, confine, handcuff, band. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, facilitate 

fetters: (n) chains, captivity, bond, 
restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, 
enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
ANTONYM: (n) liberation 

feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; (n, 
v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; (v) 
battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; (n) 
peace, harmony, accord 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fickle: (adj, v) erratic, skittish; (adj) 
volatile, capricious, mercurial, 
mobile, variable, inconsistent, 
shifting, giddy, inconstant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untiring, stable, 
unchanging, consistent, constant, 
dependable, predictable, placid, 
loyal, faithful 

fictitious: (adj) bogus, assumed, 
fictional, counterfeit, artificial, fake, 
fabulous, sham, fabricated, fanciful, 
apocryphal. ANTONYMS: (adj) true, 
honest, historical, factual 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; 
(adj, n) honesty, truth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infidelity, 
unfaithfulness, disloyalty, 
inaccuracy, faithlessness, dishonesty, 
unreliability 

fief: (n) feoff, demesne, feud, fee, 


benefice, land, possession, tenement, 
estate, deadly hatred, acres 

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 
satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, inhuman, 
wicked, brutal 

fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness 

filial: (adj) dutiful 

finery: (n) regalia, clothing, attire, 
decoration, dress, pinchbeck, 
spangle, trimmings, gimcrack; (adj, 
n) tinsel, gewgaw. ANTONYM: (n) 
rags 

finisher: (n) paver, worker, varnisher, 
stitcher, outsider, fattener, gaffer 

fireside: (n) fireplace, home, family, 
habitation, dwelling, abode, 
domicile, country, dwelling house, 
fire, habitat 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, assurance, 
consistency, obstinacy, steadfastness, 
resolve, confidence, courage, 
backbone. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
instability, vacillation, unsteadiness, 
yielding, irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency 

first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning, 
capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, 
birds 

fitly: (adv) appropriately, properly, 
fittingly, decorously, aptly, 
befittingly, readily, accommodately, 
expediently, suitly, justly 

fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, 
surely, resolutely 

flagon: (n) jar, flask, bottle, pitcher, 
ewer, cruse, vessel, decanter, carboy, 
mug, carafe 

flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, 
rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, open. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unobtrusive, 
slight, ashamed, doubtful, veiled 

flanking: (adj) side, skirting, lateral, 
adjoining, adjacent, bordering, 
closest, contiguous, nearby, 
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neighboring; (prep) beside. 
ANTONYM: (adj) distant 

flaps: (n) flapping, aerofoil, airfoil, 
dither, control surface 

flatter: (v) fawn, adulate, wheedle, 
cajole, soap, kowtow, blandish, 
grovel, butter up; (n, v) court; (n) 
caress. ANTONYMS: (v) insult, 
disparage, criticize, discourage 

flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 
complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, critical, 
unflattering, unattractive, wounding, 
uncomplimentary, negative; (adv) 
partially 

flaxen: (adj) flaxy, fair, blond, light, 
pale, golden, arenaceous, sandy, 
farinaceous; (n) blonde 

flay: (v) excoriate, peel, skin, 
decorticate, pare, lash, flog, castigate, 
scalp, shell, batter 

flimsy: (adj) light, weak, slight, 
sleazy, feeble, delicate, fragile, 
slender, tenuous, fine; (adj, v) limp. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sturdy, strong, 
weighty, heavy, persuasive, reliable, 
robust, convincing, durable, good, 
abundant 

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect 

flinging: (n) casting, cast 

flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, 
flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; 
(adj) stir 

flitch: (n) bacon, fish steak, flick, side 
of bacon; (v) cut 

flooring: (n) floorboard, floors, base, 
ground, bottom, floored, level, story, 
carpeting, bell deck, bridge decking 

flourishes: (n) added extras, 
trappings, superfluities, trimmings, 
accompaniments, additions, 
embellishments 

fluctuate: (v) falter, change, vacillate, 
vary, vibrate, wave, hesitate, rock, 
alternate, wobble, swing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unchanging, 
decide, stabilize, standardize, 
conform 

fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, 
eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, 
articulately, clearly, persuasively, 
verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 
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foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, 
effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, 
sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; 
(n) surging, effervescence, scum 

foiled: (adj) frustrated, disappointed, 
discomfited, defeated, 
disappointingly unsuccessful, done 
for, embarrassed, balked, baffled, 
unsuccessful, discouraged 

follower: (n) backer, devotee, fan, 
admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, 
partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) 
lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, 
rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, 
leader 

fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 
warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, ill 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery, 
foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 
inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 
imbecility, lunacy 

foolishness: (n) folly, fatuity, 
craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 

atuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) 

silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) prudence, 

sense, sensibleness, understanding, 

orethought, responsibility 

footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, 

ootboard, Ottoman 

foppery: (n) dandyism, coxcombry, 

millinery, man millinery, frippery, 

ailoring, equipage, frill, apishness; 
(v) puppyism 

forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, 
plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, 
despoil, scour; (n) pasture 

foray: (n) attack, assault, incursion, 
aggression, invasion, descent, 
inroad; (n, v) maraud; (v) plunder, 
despoil, invade 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 

forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, 
tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, 
progenitor, forebear 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance 

forbears: (n) lineage, forefathers 

forcible: (adj) forceful, active, 
energetic, powerful, strong, violent, 
coercive, vigorous, effective, 
convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
peaceful 
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forefathers: (n) patriarchs, forefather, 
ancestor, colony, lineage, family 

forefend: (v) prevent, turn aside, 
debar 

forefinger: (n) index finger, index, 
forefingers, paw, thumb, hand, 
exponent, antenna, feeler 

forego: (v) disclaim, antedate, 
renounce, antecede, waive, abandon, 
resign, forgo, precede, relinquish, 
spare 

forester: (n) ranger, arboriculturist, 
granger, sodbuster, husbandman, 
foster, foot, timberman, tree farmer, 
lumberjack, Forster 

forfeit: (n) penalty, deprivation, cost; 
(v) abandon, forgo, relinquish, 
waive; (n, v) sacrifice, pawn; (adj) 
confiscate, lost. ANTONYMS: (n) 
retention; (v) claim, redeem, receive, 
maintain 

forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned 

forgave: (v) to excuse 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine 

forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, 
relinquish, abdicate, fail, leave, 
forgo, chuck, disclaim; (n, v) drop; 
(adj, v) quit. ANTONYM: (v) 
support 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken 

forthwith: (adv) directly, 
immediately, at once, now, instantly, 
straight, presently, straightaway, 
incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; 
(adj) immediate 

fortification: (n) castle, fort, bastion, 
consolidation, defense, bulwark, 
stronghold, barrier, entrenchment, 
fortress, safeguard 

fortifications: (n) rampart, 
battlements, ramparts 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, 
secure, buttress, encourage, 
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reinforce, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) subdue, disarm, enfeeble, 
demoralize, undermine 

fortifying: (adj) fortify, healthy, 
hopeful, cold, invigorating, 
stimulating, revitalizing, refreshing, 
bracing, restorative, brisk 

fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, grit, 
pluck, backbone, determination, 
tenacity, firmness, strength; (adj, n) 
guts, spunk. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, frailty, impatience 

fosse: (n) dyke, moat, ditch, trench, 
trough, entrenchment; (v) bulwark, 
intrenchment 

fourthly: (adv) quaternarily 

fowls: (n) poultry 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness 

fraternity: (adj, n) brotherhood; (n) 
association, company, club, 
fellowship, society, companionship, 
clan, circle, community, 
organization 

fray: (n) conflict, action, fight, combat, 
disturbance, fracas, scrap; (n, v) 
affray, broil; (v) rub, fret 

frayed: (adj) threadbare, shabby, 
ragged, tattered, thin, torn; (adj, v) 
dilapidated; (v) secondhand, wilted, 
shaken, stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, new, smart 

freaks: (n) caprices, facetiousness, 
humor 

freeborn: (adj) freer, ingenuous, free 

freeing: (n) discharge, liberation, 
emancipation, extrication, 
disentanglement, dismissal, clearing, 
relief; (adj) liberating, emancipative, 
emancipating. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conviction, captivity 

freer: (adj) unconfined 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, 
worry; (v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, 
upset, annoy; (n) anxiety 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 

ormidable, awful, fearsome, 

appalling, gruesome, horrible, 

errible, dread, frightening, grim. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 

calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 

air 

fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, 

eathered, bushy, decorated, 

‘imbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, 

befringed, rough, laciniated 


frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, attire, 
robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, coat, 
chemise, caftan 

frolic: (n, v) sport, romp, gambol, 
disport; (v) cavort, lark; (adj, v) frisk; 
(n) caper, joy, merriment, prank 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) 
barren, useless, empty, futile, 
ineffective, idle, pointless, sterile, 
bootless, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, useful, 
effective, satisfying, fruitful, 
worthwhile, profitable, successful, 
productive, hopeful, meaningful 

fugitive: (adj) ephemeral, fleeting, 
momentary, elusive, caducous; (n) 
escapee, absconder, deserter, 
emigrant, criminal; (v) fugacious 

fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 
completeness, totality 

fumbling: (adj) clumsy, fumble, 
butterfingered, awkward, bumbling, 
bunglesome, clunky, cumbersome, 
incompetent, left-handed, unskilled 

funereal: (adj) doleful, dismal, dreary, 
somber, gloomy, melancholy, 
dolorous, dark, depressing, 
lugubrious; (v) burial. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheery, lively, cheerful 

furies: (n) Eumenides 

furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, 
oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, 
crematorium 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: 
(v) divest 

furnishing: (n) provision, fixture, 
fitting, installation, equipment, 
trimming, device, interior 
decoration, contents; (v) provide, 
furnish 

furred: (adj) hairy, hirsute, fur lined, 
wooly, fuzzy 

fustian: (adj, n) rant, jargon; (adj) 
bombastic, inflated, pompous, 
grandiloquent, highfalutin, prose 
run mad; (n) claptrap, blah, 
grandiosity 

fusty: (adj) rank, antiquated, frowsty, 
stuffy, stale, trite, old-fashioned; (adj, 
v) rancid, bad, moldy, decayed 

futurity: (n) hereafter, futurition, 
timing, millennium, offing, future 
tense, afterlife, time to come; (v) Int 
he womb of time. ANTONYMS: (n) 
past, pastness 

gabardine: (n) gaberdine, flannel, 
doublet, CHUDDER, camisole, 
barbe, pants, material, textile, 


trousers, vest 

gaberdine: (n) coverall, duster, dust 
coat, dustcloth, smock, dustrag 

gage: (n) gauge, guarantee, guaranty, 
pawn, engage, plight, pledge, 
dipstick; (v) stake, back, bet on 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 
misery, sadness 

gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, 
jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, anxiously, 
dully, despondently 

gainsay: (v) disavow, negate, 
contradict, deny, refute, controvert, 
disclaim, impugn, oppose, contest, 
contravene. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 
correspond 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, 
movement, velocity 

gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 
courageous, chivalrous, bold, manly, 
heroic, dashing, courteous, fine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, rude, 
selfish 

gallantly: (adv) courageously, 
intrepidly, chivalrously, splendidly, 
valiantly, heroically, fearlessly, 
finely, doughtily, pluckily, 
courteously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unchivalrously, poorly, timidly 

gallantry: (adj, n) prowess, daring, 
spirit, fearlessness; (n) heroism, 
bravery, valor, courage, chivalry, 
courtesy, courageousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
cowardliness, rudeness 

galleys: (n) crank, treadmill, 
punishment 

gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, 
spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) 
fly; (n, v) trot; (n) gait 

galloping: (v) flying 

gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows- 
bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, halter, 
tree, rope, gallowstree, bough 

gambol: (n, v) frolic, caper, play, 
romp, jump; (v) cavort, skip, frisk, 
bound, skylark; (n) fun 

gambols: (n) behave, play, frolic, 
employment, disport, act, action, 
amusement 

gammon: (n) nonsense, fraud, deceit, 
tosh, flimflam, ham, bacon, 
balderdash; (v) bilk, hoax, stuff up 

gamut: (n) scale, reach, compass, 
ambit, ut, orbit, series, variety, 
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sweep, spectrum, stretch 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 
open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow 

garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, 
garment; (n) attire, clothing, 
costume, frock, outfit, clothes; (v) 
clothe 

garnish: (v) decorate, embellish, 
beautify, adorn, dress, deck; (n) 
adornment, embellishment, 
decoration; (n, v) trim, ornament 

garnished: (adj) fancier, elaborate 

gascon: (v) fanfaron, pretender; (n) 
boaster, braggart 

gaudy: (adj) flashy, loud, showy, 
garish, flamboyant, tasteless, 
colorful, tacky, brassy, tawdry, 
florid. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, 
restrained, muted, drab, modest, 
dull, quality 

gauntlet: (n) mitt, sleeve, wristband, 
gantlet, mitten, gloves; (v) corner 
stone, armored vest, buffer, mask, 
call to arms 

gauntlets: (n) gauntlet, gantlet 

gauze: (n) film, curtain, blind, 
bandage, mask, mantle, muslin, 
screen, gauze bandage, shutter, daze 

gelding: (n) bayard, stot, steer, 
castration, emasculation, cleft, cut, 
stallion, division, fashion; (v) gelt 

gems: (n) jewels, Gemes, jewellery, 
trinkets, ornaments, charms 

genealogical: (adj) genealogic, 
hereditary, racial, ancestral 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable 

genoa: (n) Genoa jib, Genova 

gentile: (adj, n) pagan; (n) idolater, 
infidel, goy, soul, person, somebody, 
someone; (adj) alien, heathenish, 
ethnic 

gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, 
courtesy, benignity, compassion; (n) 
kindliness, lenity, mildness, 
sweetness, softness, benevolence, 
mercy. ANTONYMS: (n) severity, 
harshness, fierceness, cruelty, 
ferocity, brusqueness, abruptness, 
rage, callousness, sharpness, 
roughness 

genuflection: (n) bow, obeisance, 
fealty, homage, kneeling prostration, 
prostration, bob, worship, 
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reverence; (v) kowtow, salaam 

germ: (n) beginning, bacterium, bud, 
sprout, kernel, microbe, embryo, egg, 
bacillus, root, seed 

ghostly: (adj) uncanny, eerie, weird, 
spiritual, spectral, ghostlike, 
supernatural, macabre, phantasmal; 
(adj, adv) ghastly; (adv) spectrally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, natural 

gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, gird, 
barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) quip, 
banter, barb, dig. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) praise, compliment; (v) disagree 

giddy: (adj, v) flighty; (adj) dizzy, 
faint, silly, changeable, vertiginous, 
featherbrained, light, fickle, 
capricious; (adv) careless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, dull 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious 

gimcracks: (n) falderal, gimcrackery, 
folderol, stuff, sundry, whatsis, 
sundries, whatchamacallit, nonsense, 
decoration, codswallop 

gird: (adv, v) encircle, environ; (v) 
begird, circle, girt, jest; (n) jeer, scoff, 
deride; (n, v) fortify, brace 

girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) zone, 
ring; (n) cincture, cummerbund, 
sash 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced 

girth: (n) width, belt, circumference, 
fatness, bellyband; (n, v) cinch; (v) 
begird, girdle, gird, encircle, enclose 

glade: (n) aisle, alley, tract, vista, 
parcel, swamp, vale, clarification, 
bottom, valley, uvala 

gladiatorial: (v) polemic, pugilistic; 
(adj) disputatious, combative, 
warlike, quarrelsome, militant, 
gladiatory 

glaive: (n) broadsword, brand, rapier, 
whinyard, scimitar, bilbo, cutlass, 
falchion, Glave, saber, cimeter 

glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, 
fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, 
frolic, jubilation, happiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, 
sorrow, despondency, displeasure, 
misery, boredom 

glibness: (n) superficiality, ease, 
smoothness, facility, hypocrisy, 
slickness, confidence. ANTONYM: 
(n) hesitancy 

gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, 
labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv) 
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glidingly 

glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; 
(n, v) gleam, shimmer, flash, sparkle, 
beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; (n) 
gleaming 

glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism 

glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, 
shiny, glisten, brilliant, beaming, 
sleek, lustrous, sparkling, reflecting 
light, gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dull 

glitter: (n, v) flash, beam, shine, 
glisten, glimmer, glow, sparkle, 
flicker, shimmer; (v) glance; (n) 
radiance. ANTONYM: (n) dullness 

gloomily: (adv) murkily, obscurely, 
drearily, darkly, somberly, morosely, 
sadly, sorrowfully, despondently, 
unhappily, glumly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) brightly, favorably, happily, 
optimistically, contentedly; (adj) 
auspiciously 

gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, 
magnificently, illustriously, 
marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, 
gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, 
renownedly 

glossary: (n) vocabulary, lexicon, 
gloss, wordbook, thesaurus, index, 
gradus, clavis, burnish, idioticon, 
comparative philology 

gluttony: (n) greediness, edacity, 
voracity, rapacity, gula, esurience, 
excess, hoggishness, avidity, 
insatiability, debauchery 

gnarled: (adj) knotty, knotted, gnarly, 
asperous, crisp, deformed, crabbed, 
roughhewn, wrinkled, unsmooth, 
unpolished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, unknotted, straight 

gnaw: (v) chew, fret, crunch, corrode, 
nibble, eat, erode, to bite, munch, 
masticate; (n, v) chafe 

gnawed: (v) gnow, eroded 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion 

goblet: (n) bowl, chalice, cup, mug, 
grail, beaker, basin, tumbler, 
rummer, flask; (v) glass 

goblin: (n) fairy, gnome, phantom, 
apparition, brownie, monster, sprite, 
ghost, fiend, bogy, pixie 

godfather: (n) godchild, supporter, 
patron, godparent, godmother, 
gangster, executive; (v) christen 

godless: (adj) impious, blasphemous, 
ungodly, profane, devoutless, 
unholy, atheistic, wicked, graceless, 
irreligious, irreverent 
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godly: (adj, adv) holy, saintly; (adj) 
religious, pious, divine, devotional, 
reverent, pure; (adv) piously, 
righteously, devoutly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) earthly 

goliath: (n) colossus, monster, 
behemoth, titan, devil, demon; (adj) 
Cyclops, Brobdingnagian, atlas, 
Antaeus, mammoth 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable 

goodman: (n) benny Goodman, the 
king of swing, Benjamin David 
Goodman, man of the house 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind- 
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered 

goodwife: (v) good wife, old lady, 
old woman, rib, helpmate, gray 
mare; (n) goody 

gore: (v) butt, stab, spike, spear, push, 
stick, impale, pierce; (n) bloodshed, 
gusset, carnage 

gorged: (adj) sated, full, stuffed, 
congested, replete, satisfied, 
bursting, surfeited; (v) ready to 
burst 

gorget: (n) armor plate, armour plate 

gormandizing: (n) greed; (adj) 
gluttonous, glutton, greedy 

goth: (n) boor, barbarian, Zulu, yahoo, 
Hottentot, vandal, Ostrogoth, 
Visigoth, tyke, tike, peasant 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire 

gourd: (n) bottle gourd, pumpkin, 
melon, Lagenaria, gord, vine, 
noddle, exploding cucumber, fruit, 
flask, calabash tree 

gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; 
(v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, 
odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, 
sciatica 

gouty: (v) torminous; (adj) podagrous, 
podagrical, arthritical; (n) gout 

gracefully: (adv) prettily, graciously, 
neatly, delicately, smoothly, 
charmingly, refinedly, lithely, easily, 
daintily, nicely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
awkwardly, ungraciously, clumsily, 
gracelessly, vigorously, 
unpleasantly, unkindly, heavily 

graciously: (adv) gracefully, mildly, 
politely, courteously, benevolently, 
benignantly, civilly, sympathetically, 
mercifully, leniently, suavely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bitterly, 
coarsely, poorly, ungraciously, 
harshly 

grandsire: (n) grandfather, ancestor 


grape: (n) grapes, grapevine, vine, 
raisin, table grape, muscadine, fox 
grape, edible fruit, common grape 
vine, bullace grape 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) 
hook; (n) grappling 

grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, 
gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, 
provoke; (n) lattice 

gratification: (adj, n) delight; (n, v) 
content; (n) enjoyment, pleasure, 
satisfaction, fruition, complacency, 
joy, luxury, treat, fulfillment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissatisfaction, 
disenchantment, dismay, discontent, 
anxiety 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 
delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint 

gratuitous: (adj) complimentary, 
unnecessary, needless, superfluous, 
for nothing, gratis, unwarranted, 
costless, free of charge, unfounded; 
(adj, v) voluntary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) necessary, paid, provoked, 
justified 

graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, 
fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool 

graze: (n, v) browse, scrape, touch; 
(v) rub, chafe, eat, shave, brush, crop, 
crease; (n) cut. ANTONYM: (v) 
smooth 

grazed: (adj) hurt 

greedily: (adv) covetously, avidly, 
voraciously, ravenously, rapaciously, 
acquisitively, gluttonously, hungrily, 
graspingly, eagerly, enviously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sparingly 

greenwood: (n) timber, timberland, 
woodland, chase, frith, Holt, Hurst, 
park, weald 

greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, 
courser, eagle; (n) grayhound 

grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, afflict, 
sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, lament, 
deplore, bemoan, fret, bewail. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
encourage 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grievously: (adv) seriously, heavily, 
sorrowfully, gravely, severely, 
mortally, mournfully, heinously, 


weightily; (adj, adv) painfully, 
bitterly 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

gripe: (n) complaint; (adj, v) catch; (n, 
v) beef, moan, bellyache, grasp, 
grumble, whine, protest; (adj, n, v) 
clutch; (v) complain. ANTONYMS: 
(v) appreciate, compliment, agree, 
rejoice 

griping: (adj) gripping, dissatisfied, 
greedy, ardent, discontented, 
covetous, pinching, torminous, 
disgruntled; (n) wring; (v) grudging 

grisly: (adj) grim, gruesome, 
forbidding, frightful, macabre, 
fearful, formidable, eerie, terrific, 
redoubtable, horrendous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

grist: (n) cereal, fuel, plenty, raft, 
considerable, dose, profit, gain, avail, 
interest, abundance 

grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet, 
grisled, grayish, brunette 

groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly, 
inarticulate 

groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, 
investigative, incertain, blind, 
probing, tentative, uncertain, unsure, 
hesitant, exploratory 

groundless: (adj) unfounded, 
gratuitous, unwarranted, false, 
wanton, idle, vain, ungrounded, 
unjustifiable, unjustified, unreal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proven, true, 
justified, rational, sound 

groundwork: (n) bottom, basis, base, 
foundation, bed, ground, footing, 
bedrock, fundament, background, 
substructure 

grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, 
abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, 
servile, obsequious, low, wormlike, 
earthbred 

growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (n) scowling, 
glowering 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 
harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 
bluffly, grumpily, throatily, coarsely, 
rudely. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
politely, gently, smoothly, tactfully 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
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compliment, rejoice 

grunting: (n) inarticulate, grunting 
respiration, growl, grunt 

guerdon: (n) compensation, 
remuneration, recompense, meed, 
reguerdon, premium, prize, due, 
requital, consideration; (v) 
remunerate 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig 

gull: (n, v) fool, cheat, deceive; (v) 
beguile, bamboozle, cod, befool, 
take in, kid; (n) chump, cully 

gunpowder: (n) powder, guncotton, 
fine particles, face powder, dust, 
concentrate, ammunition, residue; 
(v) shot 

gust: (n) eruption, flurry, blow, blast, 
puff, flare, explosion, gale, storm, 
breeze; (adj, n) whiff 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) 
domicile, residence, house, home, 
habitat, lodging, place, occupancy, 
inhabitation, inhabitancy. 
ANTONYM: (n) vacancy 

habituated: (v) given to, addicted to, 
attuned to; (adj, v) used to; (adj) 
addicted, wont, trained, inured, 
used, inveterate, hardened. 
ANTONYM: (adj) untrained 

hackney: (n) hireling, carriage, 
grubber, taxicab, equipage, drudger; 
(adj) trite 

haft: (n) heft, knob, helve, grip, hilt, 
holder, stem, tiller, treadle, trigger, 
key 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy 

hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, 
applaud, summon, accost, fall, cheer, 
salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize 

hailstones: (n) sleet, frozen rain 

hailstorm: (n) storm, precipitation 

halberd: (n) gisarme, lance, 
tomahawk, javelin, pike, partisan, 
Bowie knife 

halfpenny: (adj) feather, bulrush, old 
son, jot, pinch of snuff, peppercorn, 
rap; (n) bawbee, doit, farthing 

halloo: (n, v) whoop; (v) squall, yell, 
shout, call to, incite, roar; (int) hollo, 
hello; (n) loo, vociferation 

halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, gallows, 
rope, noose, cestus, collar, drop; (v) 
confine, cramp 

hammering: (n) beating, pounding, 
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pound, fagging, drudgery, needle 
hammer, defeat, knock, failure, 
British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. 
ANTONYM: (n) victory 

handmaid: (n) handmaiden, servant, 
subordinateness, subsidiarity, 
maidservant, maid, housemaid, 
ancille, minister, biddy 

handmaiden: (n) maid, amah, 
subordinateness, subsidiarity, 
housemaid, maidservant, servant, 
biddy 

hangings: (n) long curtains 

harangue: (v) declaim; (n) rant, 
screed, address, tirade, oration, 
diatribe, sermon; (n, v) lecture, 
discourse, stump 

harass: (n, v) distress, annoy; (v) 
plague, fret, beset, tease, pester, 
disturb; (adj, v) molest, worry, tire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) defend, delight, 
encourage, praise, comfort 

harbourage: (n) refuge, port, 
anchorage 

hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless, 
ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, 
heartless, merciless, unaffected, 
unconcerned, uninterested, cold- 
blooded 

hardihood: (v) audacity; (n) courage, 
daring, boldness, temerity, 
fearlessness, fortitude, brass; (adj, n) 
face, guts; (n, v) assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frailty, timidity 

harebrained: (adj) unadvised, 
imprudent, madcap, crazy, rash, 
incautious, inane, ridiculous, 
headlong, indiscreet, inconsiderate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intelligent, sane 

harem: (n) hareem, quarters, zenana, 
serail 

hares: (n) Lagomorpha 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, 
listen in; (n) look here, look you, 
look 

harlequin: (n) clown, jester, mime, 
mountebank, charlatan, acrobat, 
punch; (adj) Proteus, Ariel, Camilla, 
chameleon 

harrying: (n) singling out, bullying, 
hounding, harassment 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble 

hastened: (adj) careless 

hastening: (n) quickening, speed, 
hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
stepping up 

hastiness: (n) rashness, rush, 
precipitance, precipitancy, hurry, 
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indiscretion, temerity, abruptness, 
swiftness, suddenness, impetuosity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
carefulness, deliberation 

hatchment: (n) trophy, tablet, stone, 
slab, achievement, monument 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

hater: (n) individual, someone, 
somebody, person, human, mortal, 
soul, misanthrope, loather, 
francophobe, abominator 

hauberk: (v) mail, cuirass, habergeon, 
breastplate, carapace, mask, buffer; 
(n) byrnie, chain mail, chain armour, 
chain armor 

haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 
superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 
disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly 

haughtiness: (n) pride, disdain, 
condescension, conceit, 
snobbishness, lordliness, 
imperiousness, hauteur, contempt, 
superiority, arrogant. ANTONYMS: 
(n) humility, humbleness 

haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, 
assuming, contemptuous, proud, 
lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious, 
grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, meek, subservient, 
unassuming, considerate, 
deferential 

haunch: (n) loin, thigh, hindquarters, 
flank, hip, ham, rump, buttock, 
small of the back, waist, body part 

haunches: (n) buttocks 

hawking: (v) angling, fishing, peddle, 
shooting; (n) Stephen hawking, 
colportage, peddlery, vendition, 
Stephen William hawking, vending 

hawks: (n) Falconiformes, caracaras, 
order Falconiformes, harriers 

headless: (adj) acephalous, brainless, 
beheaded, foolish 

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, 
impetuous, sudden, precipitate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, 
considered; (adv) carefully 

healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 
whole, corned, well, aged 

healthful: (adj) healthy, hale, 
salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, 
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sanitary, wholesome, salutary, 
remedial, good, nourishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, 
unsanitary, unhealthy 

heaped: (adj) dense, cumulative, 
concentrated, collective, coacervate, 
thick 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate 

hearer: (n) audience, listener, 
eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder 

hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, 
listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen 
to, regard, look out 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 

heartless: (adj) hardhearted, ruthless, 
cruel, pitiless, obdurate, merciless, 
unfeeling, unkind, stony, insensitive, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
caring, hearted, warmhearted, 
compassionate, softhearted, merciful, 
sympathetic, concerned, flattering, 
generous 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthy, frail, 
old, weak, sluggish, unwholesome, 
meager 

heathen: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic; (n) 
infidel, idolater, paynim, heretic; 
(adj) heathenish, irreligious, giaour, 
godless, barbaric 

hebrew: (n) Israelite, Rabbist, 
rabbinist, kike, Pharisee, redeemer, 
savior; (adj) Hebraic, Greek, Jewish, 
dominical 

hebrews: (n) epistle to the Hebrews 

heedfully: (adv) advertently, 
carefully, attentively, thoughtfully, 
warily, observantly, kindly, awarely, 
watchfully, cautiously, regardfully. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unwittingly 

heinous: (adj) atrocious, grievous, 
evil, wicked, flagrant, flagitious, 
monstrous, hateful; (adj, v) gross, 
nefarious, infamous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) good 

heiress: (n) inheritress, inheritrix, 
inheritor, heritor, owner, beneficiary 

hellish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic; (adj) 
infernal, diabolical, fiendish, 


demonic, beastly, wicked, unholy, 
detestable; (v) mephistophelian 

helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, 
shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, 
hilt, halm; (v) helmet 

hemp: (n) cannabis, dope, ganja, 
grass, flax, halter, rope, abaca, gage; 
(adj) marijuana, pot 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from 
now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this 

heraldry: (n) blazon, blazonry, 
bearing, crest, emblem, charge, 
research, inquiry, coat of arms, 
heraldic bearing, enquiry 

herdsman: (n) herder, drover, 
shepherd, goatherd, cad, gillie, 
herdman, pastoral, herd, cowherd, 
stockman 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

heresy: (n) paganism, heathenism, 
false doctrine, nonconformity, 
revisionism, unbelief, orientation, 
apostasy, fallacy, schism, dissent 

heretic: (n) schismatic, pagan, 
misbeliever, nonconformist, 
dissident, sectarian, heathen, pariah, 
outcast, dissenter, renegade 

heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, 
before, so far, yet, already, until now, 
previously, once, hereunto; (adv, n) 
hitherto 

herman: (n) Woodrow Charles 
Herman 

hermit: (n) anchorite, ascetic, solitary, 
anchoret, eremite, monk, troglodyte, 
solitaire, loner, caveman, cave man 

hermitage: (n) alcove, bower, grotto, 
greenhouse, arbor, retreat, cloister, 
seclusion, safe house, ivory tower; 
(adj) cell 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness 

heron: (n) egret, broadbill, boatbill, 
bittern, hern, wader, bomber, Cuban 
sandwich, fighter, great blue heron, 
champion 

hertha: (n) Nerthus 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly 

hieroglyphic: (adj) hieroglyphical, 
illegible; (v) arrowhead, ogham, 
runes, cuneiform character, uncial 


writing; (n) writing, orthography, 
ideograph, hieratic script 

high-minded: (adj) great, noble, 
generous, lofty, magnanimous, 
elevated, exalted, upright, 
chivalrous, magnificent, honest 

highness: (n) excellency, altitude, 
loftiness, nobility, greatness, 
eminence, size, stateliness, majesty, 
high, grandeur 

high-spirited: (adj) valiant, valorous, 
spirited, manful, vivacious, 
effervescent, exuberant, jaunty, airy, 
ebullient, martial 

hillock: (n) hill, mound, rise, barrow, 
kopje, hammock, elevation, heap; 
(adj, n) knoll, hummock; (adj) mole 

hilt: (n) knob, grip, handgrip, haft, 
helm, gripe, tiller, treadle, key, 
trigger, butt 

hinge: (n, v) joint; (n) axis, axle, 
articulation, spindle, crux, fulcrum, 
arbor, flexible joint; (v) depend, 
juncture 

hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, 
sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling, 
scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, 
white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
(n) applause 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither 

hive: (adj) swarm, herd; (v) store, SE 
nicher; (n) concourse, hiding place, 
cave, cell, den, aerie, eyry 

hoarded: (adj) store, collective 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high 

hoary: (adj) ancient, hoar, old, white, 
grey, elderly, musty, dull, canescent, 
antique, archaic 

hogs: (n) Suidae, boars, family Suidae, 
stock 

holiness: (n) sanctity, godliness, piety, 
religion, righteousness, goodness, 
devotion, divinity, faithfulness, 
halidom; (adj, n) religiousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, 
unholiness 

hollo: (n, v) holler; (v) cry, scream, 
shout, yell, call; (n) roar, holloa, 
bellowing, roaring; (int, n) holla 

hollowed: (adj) concave 

holyday: (n) feast 

homely: (adj) plain, common, rustic, 
artless, home, snug, homelike, 
domestic; (adj, adv) ugly; (adv) 
plainly, simplely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sophisticated, striking, 
uncomfortable, bleak 
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homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated 

homily: (n) sermon, discourse, 
lecture, speech, preachment, oration, 
disquisition, pandect, pastoral, 
preaching; (v) preach 

honourably: (adv) uprightly, 
worthily, honestly, creditably, 
commendably 

honouring: (n) homage, accolade 

hooded: (v) cucullate, encuirassed, 
dermatoid, squamiferous, tectiform; 
(adj) covered, capistrate, cucullated, 
draped, enclosed, kerchieft 

hoof: (n) toe, sole, hooves, bottom, 
keel, root, leg, ungula, unguis, 
animal foot; (v) step 

hooped: (adj) with stripes, stripy, 
striped, girded 

horned: (adj) cornuted, somm, horny, 
sharp, cuckolded, cornigerous, 
bearing horns, having horns. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hornless 

hornets: (n) family Vespidae 

hornpipe: (n) bolero, stockhorn, 
rigadoon, saraband, folk dancing, 
pibgorn, folk dance, reel 

horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, 
direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, 
appealing, attractive, kind 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 

horseman: (n) cavalier, rider, jockey, 
horse fancier, horseback rider, 
trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, 
animal fancier, postilion 

horsemanship: (adj) airmanship, 
marksmanship, seamanship; (v) ride 
and tie; (n) skill, manege, 
equestrianism, attainment, 
acquisition, acquirement, 
accomplishment 

hose: (n) stocking, pipe, tights, 
hosepipe, hosiery, fire hose, airline, 
trunk hose; (v) water, cheat; (n, v) 
wash 

hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive, 
gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, 
convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to 
enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, 
sinister, hostile 

hospitaller: (n) hospitaler 

hostelry: (n) inn, lodge, tavern, hotel, 
khan, caravansary, pub, public 
house, saloon, imaret, club 

hot-headed: (adj) rash, passionate, 
irritable, madcap, brash, violent, 
excitable, temperamental, unadvised 

hotspur: (adj) madcap, daredevil, 
bully, enfant perdu, bravo, fire eater, 
scapegrace, hotspurred, desperado; 
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(n) Percy, sir Henry Percy 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most 
recent, newest, latest 

hound: (v) bloodhound, chase, hunt, 
follow, badger, course, bait, pursue; 
(n) greyhound, blackguard, cad. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 

houri: (adj) Aphrodite, Hebe, 
Hyperion, narcissus, Venus, the 
Graces; (n) woman, Adonis, Apollo, 
adult female, Cupid 

houseless: (adj) unhoused 

housings: (n) horsecloth, caparison, 
saddlery, tack, furnishings, bard, 
trapping, trappings 

hover: (v) fly, hang, float, poise, 
vacillate, flutter, brood, drift, glide, 
waver; (adj) boggle 

howbeit: (adv) nonetheless, 
notwithstanding, however, though, 
but, yet, nevertheless, although 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered 

humbled: (adj) humble, humiliated, 
crushed, depressed, dispirited, 
abased, broken in, abject, ashamed; 
(n) humbler; (v) apart 

humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, 
modestly, submissively, low, shyly, 
lowlily, naturally, regretfully, 
remorsefully, repentantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, 
haughtily, pompously, 
ostentatiously, unrepentantly, 
affluently, brashly, pretentiously 

humming: (adj) droning, zippy, 
reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; 
(n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, 
murmur, growling 

huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, 
hawker, huntress, falconer, 
pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, 
stalker; (v) sportsman 

hurl: (v) chuck, dash, pitch, throw, 
dart, pelt, toss, heave, send; (n, v) 
fling; (n) casting. ANTONYM: (v) 
hold 

hurling: (adj) moving; (n) field game 

hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy 

hussar: (n) dragoon, cavalry, artillery, 
horse artillery, cavalryman, 
mounted rifles, uhlan, voltigeur, 
light horse 

hutch: (n) chest, hovel, cote, coop, 
cage, pen, kennel, shack, shanty, 
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enclosure, locker 

hypocrisy: (n, v) insincerity; (n) cant, 
dissimulation, falsity, deception, 
falseness, sanctimony, deceit, lip 
service; (v) double dealing; (adj) 
hypocritical. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sincerity, honesty 

hypocrite: (n) impostor, pretender, 
trickster, fraud, deceiver, fake, cheat, 
charmer, bigot, whited sepulcher, 
smoothie 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, false, 
counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, pharisaical, 
sanctimonious, hollow, hypocritic; 
(n) hypocrisy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, straightforward 

idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, torpor, 
inactivity, idling, unemployment, 
sloth, inaction, inertia, faineance, 
idlesse. ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
activity, bustle, liveliness, 
responsibility 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious 

ill-timed: (adj) untimely, 
inopportune, undue, inappropriate, 
inept, inadmissible, 
disadvantageous 

illuminate: (v) enlighten, clarify, 
elucidate, brighten, shine, clear up, 
adorn, decorate; (n, v) light; (adj, v) 
illumine; (adj) illuminating. 
ANTONYM: (v) darken 

illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, 
celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) 
famous, bright, eminent, famed, 
distinguished, brilliant, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, 
obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, 
lowly 

imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 
possible, thinkable, plausible, 
earthly, believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible 

imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, 
ape, emulate, follow, feign, 
counterfeit, mimic, mock, assume, 
act 

imitated: (adj) mimical 

imitating: (adj) imitative; (n) 
emulation, mimicry, forgery, acting 

immaterial: (adj) insignificant, 
inconsequential, irrelevant, 
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disembodied, incorporeal, trivial, 
bodiless, spiritual, unimportant, 
extraneous, psychic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) significant, material, corporeal, 
physical, tangible, important 
immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 
undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary 
immunities: (n) freedom, franchises, 
facility, ease, generosity 
impartiality: (adj, n) justice, honesty; 
(n) fairness, disinterestedness, 
candor, equality, indifference, 
detachment, evenhandedness; (adj) 
impartial, fair play. ANTONYMS: 
(n) injustice, bias, inequality, 
partiality, prejudice, subjectivity 
impassioned: (adj) fervent, fanatical, 
fiery, burning, passionate, hot, 
torrid, vehement, keen, zealous; (adj, 
v) enthusiastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impassive, indifferent, calm 
impassive: (adj) expressionless, calm, 
cool, stolid, stoic, callous, 
impervious, quiet, peaceful, 
emotionless, dull. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) expressive, mobile, involved, 
demonstrative, affected, passionate, 
sympathetic, spirited, knowing, 
enthusiastic 
impeach: (v) accuse, criminate, blame, 
censure, query, denounce, challenge, 
question, condemn; (n, v) arraign, 
indict 
impeachment: (n) charge, accusation, 
arraignment, censure, impeach, 
indictment, prosecution, citation, 
instrument, blame, complaint 
impeded: (adj) blocked, disabled, 
hampered, crippled, slow 
impediment: (n, v) hindrance, check, 
difficulty, delay; (n) bar, hitch, 
barrier, obstruction, drawback, 
encumbrance, block. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, boost, incentive, strength 
impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 
impelling: (adj) communicating force, 
driving, impellent, effective, active, 
efficacious, exciting, moving, 
persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint 
imperfectly: (adv) faultily, 
defectively, badly, deficiently, 
incompletely, partially, poorly, 
inadequately, sketchily, incorrectly, 
halfway. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
perfectly, flawlessly, correctly, well 


imperious: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, authoritative, 
arbitrary, imperative, masterful, 
dictatorial, commanding, lordly, 
magisterial, despotic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) subservient 

impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, 
forward, audacious, brash, brazen, 
extraneous, discourteous, 
disrespectful, flippant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, polite, 
courteous 

impertinently: (adv) insolently, 
saucily, impolitely, cheekily, freshly, 
rudely, pertly, disrespectfully, 
offensively, discourteously, brazenly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) politely 

impetuosity: (n) eagerness, haste, 
heat, violence, vehemence, 
impulsiveness, impetuousness, 
excitability, temerity, precipitation, 
fervency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deliberation, patience, consideration, 
carefulness 

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, 
foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) 
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, careful, slow, sensible, 
patient 

impious: (adj) godless, ungodly, 
disrespectful, profane, unholy, 
sinful, unhallowed, wicked, 
iniquitous, irreligious, irreverent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reverent, devout, 
restrained, good 

implements: (n) equipment, 
apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings 

implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, 
ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, 
appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, grant, reject 

imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, 
suppliant, pleading, entreating, 
piteous, importunate, entreating 
urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) 
prayer 

importunate: (adj) annoying, exigent, 
pressing, insistent, bothersome, 
pestiferous, pestilent, instant, 
obdurate, demanding, pleading. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble 

importunity: (n, v) entreaty, 
supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, 
earnestness; (v) solicitation, 
obsecration, interpellation, instance, 
obtestation, invocation 

impostor: (n) fraud, cheat, hypocrite, 
fake, imposter, sham, charlatan, 
deceiver, faker, cheater, pretender 

impotent: (adj) helpless, feeble, frail, 


fragile, inadequate, weak, barren, 
slack, ineffective, incapable, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, powerful 

impoverished: (adj) indigent, broke, 
needy, poor, penniless, miserable, 
impecunious, bankrupt, barren, 
broken, strapped. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rich, enriched, solvent 

imprison: (v) cage, incarcerate, jail, 
immure, commit, prison, restrain, 
gaol, detain, lock up, shut. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free, 
liberate 

impudence: (adj, n) boldness, brass; 
(n) cheek, gall, audacity, 
impertinence, insolence, face, 
cheekiness, effrontery, assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
reticence 

impugn: (v) censure, dispute, charge, 
assail, challenge, question, gainsay, 
doubt, contradict, contest, impeach. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, accept 

impunity: (n) impune, come off, 
freedom, immunity, permission, 
forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) 
liability 

impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 
assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 
lay, accredit, impeach 

inaccurately: (adv) inexactly, 
erroneously, imprecisely, wrongly, 
loosely, falsely, fallaciously, 
mistakenly, faultily, untruely, 
sloppily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
accurately, precisely, exactly, 
correctly 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 
quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. 
ANTONYM: (n) activity 

inactivity: (n) lethargy, inaction, 
laziness, abeyance, indolence, 
languor, passivity, phlegm, 
sluggishness, doldrums; (adj, n) 
inertia. ANTONYMS: (n) action, 
activeness, liveliness, energy, bustle 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable 

inanimate: (adj) defunct, dull, 
breathless, inorganic, inactive, 
lifeless, exanimate, deceased, extinct, 
unconscious, spiritless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) living, animate, 
spirited 

incantation: (n) spell, magic, sorcery, 
enchantment, witchcraft, 
conjuration, magic spell, chant, 
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wizardry, open sesame, adjuration 

incapacitating: (adj) disabling, 
disqualifying 

incapacity: (n) inability, impotence, 
incapability, disqualification, 
inadequacy, disablement, 
inefficiency, powerlessness, 
insufficiency, incompetency; (adj) 
imbecility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
capacity, ability, strength 

incarnate: (adj) embodied, bodied, 
material, corporeal; (v) materialize, 
typify, actualize, substantiate, 
personify, be, body forth 

incautiously: (adv) imprudently, 
recklessly, thoughtlessly, 
indiscreetly, injudiciously, 
heedlessly, unthinkingly, 
unguardedly, unwarily, rashly, 
forgetfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
discreetly, carefully 

incensed: (adj) angry, exasperated, 
enraged, indignant, irate, infuriated, 
irritated, mad, livid, angered, 
aggravated. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pleased 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; 
(n) hollow, descent 

incognito: (adv) incog; (adj) covert, 
secret, nameless, disguised, 
undercover, concealed; (n) 
pseudonym 

incomings: (n) income, innings, 
return, proceeds, revenue 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible 

incongruity: (n) disharmony, 
contradiction, disagreement, 
incongruence, disparity, 
discrepancy, discord, unconformity, 
disproportion, absurdity, paradox. 
ANTONYMS: (n) congruity, 
normality, agreement 


inconsiderable: (adj) inconsequential, 


immaterial, small, petty, slight, 
negligible, trivial, fractional, minute, 
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imperceptible, slender. ANTONYM: 
(adj) major 

inconsiderate: (adj) headlong, 
unadvised, unthinking, unkind, 
indiscreet, negligent, tactless, 
incautious, imprudent, heedless; 
(adj, adv) thoughtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thoughtful, 
considerate, altruism, altruistic, 
caring, cautious, constructive, gentle, 
polite, tactful 

incontestible: (adj) unanswerable, 
ironclad, incontrovertible, 
demonstrable, unshakable, 
demonstrated 

indebted: (adj) grateful, appreciative, 
thankful, obliged, liable, insolvent, 
broke; (prep) beholden, debted; (n) 
debtor; (v) owe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

indecision: (n) hesitation, irresolution, 
uncertainty, indecisiveness, 
hesitance, qualm, vacillation, 
hesitancy, dubiety, infirmity of 
purpose; (adj, n) suspense. 
ANTONYMS: (n) determination, 
resolve, resolution, confidence 

indecorous: (adj) indecent, 
unbecoming, impolite, unseemly, 
coarse, indelicate, inappropriate, 
untoward, immodest, unsuitable, 
tasteless. ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, 
decorous, proper, dignified, correct, 
decent 

indemnification: (n, v) amends, 
restitution; (n) atonement, 
satisfaction, indemnity, damages, 
redress, payment, recompense, 
reparation, correction 

indescribable: (adj) indefinable, 
ineffable, unutterable, vague, 
beyond expression, nameless, 
inexpressible, nondescript, terrible, 
intangible, termless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) explainable, conceivable, 
concrete 

indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, 
nonchalantly, listlessly, 
unconcernedly, uninterestedly, 
neutrally, middlingly, casually, 
unbiasedly, disinterestedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, 
obsessively, carefully, eagerly, 
energetically, warmly, anxiously, 
enthusiastically, sympathetically 

indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, 
furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, 
rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
unaffected 

indisposition: (adj, n, v) ailment; (n) 
disinclination, dislike, distaste, 


596 


aversion, reluctance, hesitation; (n, 
v) illness, disorder, disease; (adj, n) 
infirmity. ANTONYM: (n) 
inclination 

indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, 
lethargy, inertia, inactivity, 
listlessness, slowness, torpor, 
sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
nimbleness, activity, bustle, 
liveliness, vigor 

indolent: (adj) idle, lazy, slothful, 
sluggish, careless, slow, dull, torpid, 
inert, drowsy, listless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) active, industrious, vigorous, 
diligent 

indomitable: (adj, v) firm, gritty, 
iron; (adj) dogged, invincible, 
inflexible, tough, irresistible, rigid, 
dauntless, undaunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) feeble, 
submissive, weak, irresolute 

indubitable: (adj, v) indisputable, 
incontrovertible, incontestable; (adj, 
n) certain; (adj) unquestionable, 
evident, apparent, conclusive, sure, 
undeniable; (adv) doubtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dubious, 
questionable, debatable, doubtful, 
uncertain 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired 

indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 


luxury, enjoyment, leniency, pardon. 


ANTONYMS: (n) denial, virtue, 
intolerance, uprightness, necessity, 
indifference, dismay, severity 

indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, 
clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, 
tolerant, merciful, compassionate; 
(adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, 
severe, restrained, harsh, 
hardhearted, abstemious, 
disapproving 

indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 
indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless 

inebriating: (adj) strong, heady 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
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invulnerable, helpful, decisive 

inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 
immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 
incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite 

infamy: (n) dishonor, disrepute, 
ignominy, notoriety, shame, 
opprobrium, reproach, stain, 
discredit, baseness; (adj, n) pollution. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fame, virtue, 
honor, obscurity, pride 

infernal: (adj) devilish, fiendish, 
diabolical, demonic, damned, cursed, 
blasted, unholy, wicked; (adj, v) 
diabolic, satanic 

infidel: (adj, n) heathen, pagan, 
unbeliever, skeptic, deist; (n) gentile, 
idolater, freethinker, paynim, 
miscreant; (adj) pyrrhonist 

infidelity: (n) falseness, faithlessness, 
adultery, treachery, unfaithfulness, 
inconstancy, impiety, fickleness, 
falsity, unbelief; (adj) rationalism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
loyalty 

infirmity: (adj, n) frailty, foible, 
imbecility; (n) feebleness, impotence, 
disability, decrepitude, illness, 
sickness, disease, weakness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) health, wellness, 
strength 

inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, 
angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, 
passionate, painful, burning; (n) red 

inflexible: (adj) rigid, fixed, 
uncompromising, immovable, 
rigorous, unbending, inexorable, 
dogged; (adj, n) hard, firm, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, adaptable, 
accommodating, stretchy, 
compromising, bendy, weak, lithe, 
pliable, soft 

infraction: (n) contravention, 
violation, offense, infringement, 
encroachment, intrusion, 
transgression, offence, 
misdemeanour, trespass, failure 

infrequently: (adv) uncommonly, 
occasionally, sparsely, scarcely, 
sporadically, unfrequently, 
unusually, from time to time, hardly, 
not often, intermittently. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) often, regularly, 
commonly 

infringing: (n) infringement; (v) 
infringe; (adj) lawless 

infused: (adj) mixed 

ingeniously: (adv) artfully, cleverly, 
adroitly, skillfully, inventively, 
resourcefully, shrewdly, 
imaginatively, cunningly, craftily, 
artistically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineptly 

ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, 
thanklessness, ungratefulness, 
feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger 

inharmonious: (adj) dissonant, 
incompatible, unharmonious, 
incongruous, jarring, improper, 
harsh, cacophonous, unmusical, 
tuneless, inconsistent 

inhospitable: (adj) unsociable, cold, 
hostile, unfriendly, cool, harsh, 
barren, austere, frosty, stark, bleak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hospitable, 
welcoming, sheltered, lush, mild 

iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, good 

injudicious: (adj) foolish, unwise, 
indiscreet, unadvised, careless, 
improper, thoughtless, rash, hasty, 
ill-judged, incautious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wise, sensible, careful, prudent, 
judicious, discreet, advisable 

injudiciously: (adv) imprudently, 
thoughtlessly, unwisely, rashly, 
carelessly, hastily, incautiously, 
stupidly, impetuously, recklessly, 
unadvisedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cautiously, sensibly, prudently, 
discreetly, carefully 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) 
abuse. ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, 
repair, protect, help 

injurious: (adj) evil, harmful, hurtful, 
destructive, bad, disadvantageous, 
detrimental, adverse, deleterious, 
inimical, damaging. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) healing, favorable, healthy, 
helpful, advantageous, beneficial 

injuriously: (adv) detrimentally, 
noxiously, mischievously, 
perniciously, deleteriously, badly, 
hurtfully, wrongfully, prejudicially, 


damagingly, insultingly 

inlaid: (adj) decorated 

inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 
denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient 

inoffensive: (adj, n) harmless, 
innocent; (adj) innocuous, innoxious, 
safe, unoffending, euphemistic, 
hurtless, pleasant, gentle, tame. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, unsavory, 
unpleasant, harmful, dysphemistic, 
malicious, exciting 

inquisitiveness: (n) curiosity, 
nosiness, prying, appetite for 
knowledge, foreignness, exactness, 
accuracy, elaboration, eagerness to 
learn, carefulness 

inroad: (n) foray, attack, incursion, 
invasion, aggression, penetration, 
offence, influx, intrusion; (n, v) raid; 
(v) invade 

inroads: (n) wear 

insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense 

inscribed: (adj) etched, incised, 
graven, written, carved, carven 

inscrutable: (adj) inexplicable, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
weird, cryptic, cryptical, deep, 
enigmatic, uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent, 
expressive, clear, straightforward 

insensibility: (n) callousness, 
hardness, indifference, dullness, 
stupidity, stupor, impassiveness, 
coma, physical insensibility, 
impassivity, trance 

insensible: (adj) imperceptible, numb, 
unconscious, callous, dull, unaware, 
apathetic, impassive, indiscernible, 
comatose, impassible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sensible, conscious, sensitive, 
awake, alive, compassionate, 
concerned, aware 

insinuated: (adj) subtle 

insinuation: (n) hint, innuendo, 
suggestion, implication, reference, 
intimation, accusation, indication, 
sarcasm, attribution, imputation 

insipidity: (n) flatness, insipidness, 
blandness, insulsity, jargon, 
platitude, depression, dejection, 
boredom, idiocy 

insolence: (n) impertinence, 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, politeness, 
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meekness, shyness 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

instigate: (n, v) incite, animate, 
provoke; (v) goad, agitate, actuate, 
abet, egg on, encourage, impel, 
inspire. ANTONYMS: (v) terminate, 
quell, finish, end, calm, soothe 

instil: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, 
transfuse, introduce, impregnate, 
imbue, impress, infix, ingrain, 
impart gradually 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insulting: (adj) contemptuous, 
insolent, injurious, offensive, 
scurrilous, defamatory, opprobrious, 
rude, disgraceful, disdainful, 
impolite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
courteous, conciliatory, polite, 
generous, cordial 

insults: (adj) insulting; (n) abuse, 
swearing 

insurgent: (adj, n) radical, incendiary; 
(adj) lawless, rebellious, mutinous, 
seditious, insubordinate; (n) 
anarchist, insurrectionist, 
revolutionary, mutineer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) loyal, 
content, conventional 

insuring: (adj) assuring; (v) assure 

insurmountable: (adj) insuperable, 
unsurmountable, impassable, 
impossible, unconquerable, 
unbeatable, indomitable, 
impregnable, overwhelming, 
invincible, unruly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) vulnerable, easy, manageable 

insurrection: (n) mutiny, uprising, 
revolt, outbreak, rising, disturbance, 
sedition, commotion, revolution, 
riot; (n, v) rebellion 

intelligible: (adj) clear, 
understandable, articulate, 
luminous, apprehensible, graspable, 
simple, lucid, definite, distinct, 
perspicuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
difficult, illegible 

intemperance: (n) dissipation, 
drunkenness, indulgence, 
debauchery, crapulence, drinking, 
drink, immoderateness, 
overindulgence, intemperateness, 
insobriety. ANTONYM: (n) 
temperance 

intemperate: (adj) inordinate, 
immoderate, dissipated, unbridled, 
extreme, disorderly, inclement, 
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unruly, wild, undue, violent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, temperate, 
moderate 
intentionally: (adv) deliberately, 
advisedly, consciously, purposely, 
on purpose, knowingly, willfully, 
studiedly, expressly, purposefully, 
intendedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
accidentally, innocently 
inter: (v) inhume, entomb, lay to rest, 
sepulchre, tomb, inurn, repose, lay, 
intomb, among, embed deeply. 
ANTONYM: (adj) intra 
interceding: (adj) intercessory 
intercept: (v) block, break, check, 
waylay, cease, grab, cut off, stop, 
prevent, anticipate; (n) interception 
intercession: (n) intervention, 
interference, arbitration, 
interposition, invocation, prayer, 
supplication, intermediation, 
atonement, agency, protest 
interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v) 
commute, switch, alternate, 
substitute, convert, replace, 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic 
interdicted: (adj) contraband, illegal 
intermingled: (adj) amalgamated, 
integrated, coalesced, blended, 
incorporated, assorted, consolidated, 
incorporate, amalgamate, fused 
intermingling: (n) entangling, 
mlange, merger, combination 
interpose: (v) interject, insert, 
interpolate, intercede, intervene, 
meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, 
butt in; (adj, v) intermeddle 
interposing: (adj) meddlesome 
interred: (adj) buried, inhumed, 
hidden. ANTONYM: (adj) unburied 
interrogator: (n) inquirer, questioner, 
enquirer, asker 
interrupting: (adj) cross, 
interchanged, interpelling, 
meddlesome, adverse, defensive, 
contrary, interpellant, interruptive 
interwoven: (adj) interlinking, 
interlacing, interlocking, complex, 
interwove, twine, contextural, 
entangled, inseparable, knotted, 
related 
intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected 
intimation: (n) hint, inkling, 
implication, insinuation, suggestion, 
clue, allusion, indication, cue, notice, 
innuendo 
intoxicating: (adj) intoxicant, strong, 
alcoholic, effective, exciting, 
impetuous, inebriant, inebrious, 
powerful, provocative, forcible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, weak 
intractable: (adj) inflexible, fractious, 
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stubborn, contumacious, contrary, 
insubordinate, froward, recalcitrant, 
perverse, wayward, unruly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, 
biddable, flexible, manageable, 
compliant, easy, easygoing, docile, 
amenable 

intricacy: (n) complexity, difficulty, 
entanglement, elaboration, 
elaborateness, complicacy, maze, 
confusion, perplexity, involution, 
subtlety. ANTONYM: (n) order 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot 

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, 
encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, 
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, 
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard 

intrust: (v) commit, confide, entrust, 
consign, commend, accredit, give, 
devote; (n, v) trust, believe; (n) 
credit 

inured: (adj) accustomed, callous, 
enured, habituated, casehardened, 
confirmed, emotionally hardened, 
broken in, given, tough, trained 

invader: (n) assailant, intruder, 
encroacher, attacker, raider, 
interloper, conqueror, trespasser, 
thief, robber, immigrant 

inventive: (adj) imaginative, 
ingenious, clever, fertile, resourceful, 
innovative, originative, productive, 
artistic, bright; (adj, v) original. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unoriginal, 
uninventive, stale, hackneyed 

inveterate: (adj) incorrigible, 
confirmed, chronic, ingrained, old, 
irredeemable; (adj, v) fixed; (v) 
rooted, ingrafted, hackneyed; (n) 
ineffaceable 

invigorated: (adj) brisk, reinvigorated, 
impudent, impertinent, energizing, 
energising, clean, bracing, refreshed 

inviolate: (adj, v) intact; (adj) sacred, 
sacrosanct, whole, entire, pure; (v) 
in petto, clandestine, auricular, close, 
privy 

invocation: (v) entreaty, obsecration, 
solicitation; (n) prayer, 
implementation, intercession, 
petition, rogation, benediction, 
apostrophe; (n, v) supplication 

invoke: (v) entreat, evoke, appeal, 
conjure, pray, beseech, appeal to, 
summon, cite, arouse, name. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, waive 

invoking: (adj) invocatory 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 
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automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, 
automaticly, unwillingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
consciously, willingly, purposely 

irons: (n) fetters, iron, chain, shackles, 
fetter, manacles, gyve, bond, bonds, 
pinion, handcuffs 

iroquois: (n) Tuscaroras, Cayugas, 
Cherokees, Iroquoian, Iroquoian 
language, Mohawk, oneidas, 
senecas, Onondagas 

irreconcilable: (adj, n) inconsistent, 
incongruous, discordant, contrary, 
dissonant; (adj, v) incompatible, 
hostile, repugnant; (adj) implacable, 
unreconcilable; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reconcilable, 
recoverable, compatible 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly 

irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, 
hesitating, infirm, spineless, 
doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, 
fluctuating, inconstant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resolute, firm, 
stubborn, unyielding, determined, 
decided, decisive, strong, confident 

irresolutely: (adv) waveringly, 
undecidedly, indecisively, hesitantly, 
uncertainly, hesitatingly, weakly, 
infirmly, spinelessly, unsteadily, 
unsettledly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
decisively, firmly 

irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 
hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 
uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 
dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resolution, decisiveness, 
determination 

irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 
choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness, 
testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness 

ishmael: (n) misbeliever, outcast, 
pariah, heretic, castaway, 
untouchable 

israelite: (n) Jew, savior, Jewess, 
Christ, deliverer, dominical, Jesus, 
redeemer, Pharisee, lot, kike 

israelitish: (adj) Jewish, Israelitic 

ives: (n) James Ives, Charles Edward 
Ives 

jailor: (n) jailer, gaoler, warden, 
prison guard, screw, fuck, ass, 
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jangle: (n, v) jingle, clank, ring, clang, 
rattle, bang, tinkle; (n) clatter; (v) jar, 
clink; (adj, n) wrangle 

jangling: (n) janglery; (adj) harsh, 
dissonant, discordant, strident, 
cacophonic, cacophonous 

javelin: (n) spear, lance, pike, dart, 
gaff, shaft, harpoon, weapon, fish, 
field event, spontoon 

jehovah: (n) God, Yahveh, lord, 
Yahwe, almighty, Yahweh, master, 
jah, trinity, idol, creator 

jennet: (n) genet, stallion, mare, 
genette, bayard, donkey, female 
donkey, ass, jenny ass, gelding 

jeopard: (n, v) hazard; (n) risk, 
adventure, chance, dare, hap, 
exposure, danger; (v) jeopardize, 
imperil 

jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, 
CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, 
talma jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, 
oilskins, gabardine 

jessamine: (n) common jasmine, 
Jasminum, genus Jasminum, true 
jasmine, Jasminum officinale 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown 

jester: (n) joker, fool, buffoon, comic, 
clown, zany, harlequin, humorist, 
spark, wit, droll 

jewess: (n) Mary, Madonna, Jezebel; 
(adj) Marian 

jingling: (adj) reverberant, clinking, 
jingly 

jinks: (n) high jinks, hijinks, 
jollification, merrymaking, high jinx, 
conviviality 

jocose: (adj) humorous, facetious, 
jesting, funny, frolicsome, witty, 
pleasant, gay, jovial, joking, coltish 

jocularity: (n) jest, jocosity, waggery, 
humorousness, joke, pleasantry, 
facetiousness, drollery, play, 
recreation, jocoseness 

joiner: (n) cabinetmaker, 
woodworker, member, associate, 
cabinet maker, convoy joiner 

jointed: (adj) articulate, knuckled, 
distinctly uttered 

jollity: (adj, n) glee, joviality; (n) 
merriment, cheerfulness, festivity, 
frolic, gladness, hilarity, mirth, 
gaiety; (adj) jocundity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 
misery 

joust: (n, v) fight, just, lean; (v) 
combat, engagement, action, 
compete; (n) tournament, fighting, 
careen, inclination 


jousting: (adj) fighting 

jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, 
glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, 
cheerful, gleeful, cheery, delighted, 
joyous, jolly, blissful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
sorrowful, unhappy, despairing, 
unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy 

joyfully: (adv) joyously, merrily, 
gaily, gleefully, buoyantly, cheerily, 
jubilantly, pleasantly, mirthfully; 
(adv, v) happily; (adj, adv) 
cheerfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
joylessly, miserably, despondently 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable 

joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gaily, gleefully, mirthfully, 
cheerfully, gladly, merrily, festively, 
brightly, buoyantly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) joylessly 

judah: (n) Judas Iscariot, Jude, Judas, 
Juda 

judaism: (n) Jewry, Hebraism, Jewish 
religion 

juggler: (n) performer, magician, 
cheat, conjurer, prestidigitator, 
deceiver, trickster, jockey, 
prestigiator, conveyer 

juggling: (n) jugglery, performance, 
rearrangement, prestidigitation, 
deception, cheating, legerdemain, 
hocus-pocus; (adj) prestigious, 
prestigiatory 

justifying: (adj) extenuating, 
mitigating; (n) justification, defense 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, 
fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, 
gutter, hutch, trough 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, 
arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, 
enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning 

kindling: (n) combustion, firing, 
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ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, 
firewood, dismissal; (v) ignite, 
agitate, kindle 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, consanguinity, 
relation, folk, folks, kin group 

kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, 
kindred, kinswoman, description, 
forefather, countryman, detail, 
consanguinity; (v) confederate 

kinswoman: (n) relative, aunt, auntie, 
aunty, kinsman, kindred, kin, detail, 
description, consanguinity, blood 
relation 

kirtle: (n) dress, frock, tunic, cape, 
tippet 

kites: (n) harriers, hawks 

kittle: (adj) ticklish, troublesome, 
kittlish 

knave: (n) cheat, jack, blackguard, 
crook, rascal, villain, cad, scalawag, 
scallywag, scoundrel, varlet 

knavery: (n) quackery, jugglery, foul 
play, trickery, swindle, betrayal, 
falsification, falsehood, charlatanism, 
knavishness, roguery 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, 
bob, cry for quarter, dip, duck, 
humble oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement 

knell: (n, v) knoll; (v) chime, call, 
resound, circle, environ, call up, 
echo, band, encircle, be around 

knighthood: (n) chivalry, knight, 
nobility, aristocracy 

knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, 
courteous, courtly, attentive, 
medieval, magnanimous, gothic; 
(adv) chivalrously, attentively, 
courteously 

knotted: (adj) knotty, gnarled, gnarly, 
involved, entangled, complicated, 
tangled, matted, knobbed, fastened; 
(adj, v) kinky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, tidy, relaxed 

knox: (n) John Knox 

laboured: (adj) labored, forced, 
arduous, hard, strained, difficult, 
laborious, grievous, grave, weighty, 
unnatural 

labouring: (adj) drudging, work, 
working, busy, toiling 

laced: (adj) even, fastened, spiked, 
drunk, decorated, alcoholic 

ladders: (n) washboard 

laical: (adj) laic, lay, temporal, 
profane, dissolute, civil, bad, lewd 

lair: (n) burrow, hole, hideaway, 
hiding place, hideout, cell, retreat, 
earth, sanctum sanctorum; (adj) sty, 
sink of corruption 

laird: (n) count, heritor, armiger, 
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vavasour, mesne Lord, landed 
gentry, squire, landholder, lord, 
landowner 

laity: (n) temporalty, congregation, 
layman, mass, multitude, masses, 
hoi polloi, assembly, brethren, flock, 
fold. ANTONYM: (n) clergy 

lambskin: (n) broadtail, pelt, diploma, 
vellum, parchment, fleece, animal 
skin, fur 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, 
becripple 

lament: (v) bemoan, complain, 
deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, 
mourn; (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) 
wail, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) 
celebration, joy; (v) revel, rejoice, 
celebrate, applaud, praise, 
compliment 

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; 
(adj, v) pitiable, mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laudable, 
fortunate 

lamentation: (n) dirge, grief, 
mourning, plaint, regret, complaint, 
cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed 

lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, 
assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, 
impale, open, gore 

lancelot: (n) sir Lancelot 

landholder: (n) landlord, landowner, 
laird, owner, squire, Franklin, 
freeholder, abutter, possessor, 
tenant, leaseholder. ANTONYM: (n) 
tenant 

larder: (n) storeroom, pantry, food, 
victuals, viands, provisions, 
provender, stowage, stillroom, 
commissariat, spence 

largesse: (adj, n) largess; (n) gift, 
gratuity, munificence, 
openhandedness, magnanimity, 
endowment, liberalness, donation, 
benefaction, benevolence. 
ANTONYM: (n) meanness 

lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic, 
caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
gambol; (v) rollick 

larks: (n) family Alaudidae 

latch: (v) bar, fasten, grab; (n, v) bolt; 
(adj, n, v) lock; (n) hasp, clasp, door 
latch, hook; (adj) link, yoke 

lateness: (n) slowness, delay, 
sluggishness, timing, dilatoriness, 
late, slothfulness, earliness, late 
maturity, tarriance, posteriority. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) promptness, 
punctuality, earliness 

lath: (n) fillet, spline, batten, plank, 
list, ribbon, strip, rod, flat timber, 
spill; (v) frame 

latticed: (adj) interlaced, fretted, 
lattice, reticulate, reticulated, 
latticelike, tabernacular, having frets, 
common, reticular 

laudable: (adj) commendable, 
creditable, admirable, praiseworthy, 
worthy, deserving, good, honorable, 
meritorious, applaudable, estimable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
regrettable, unimpressive, 
lamentable, poor, despicable 

laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, 
cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, 
Daphne, bay tree, palm, garland, 
fame 

laurels: (n) honor, laurel, accolade, 
fame, garland, award, trophy, 
decoration, glory, citation, 
glorification. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonor, criticism 

lawfully: (adv) justly, legally, 
rightfully, licitly, statutorily, fairly, 
validly, de jure, officially, rightly, 
truely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unlawfully, illegitimately 

lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) orderly 

layman: (n) commoner, layperson, 
laic, laymen, laity, lay person, 
outsider, common man, civilian, lay 
reader, common person. 
ANTONYM: (n) clergyman 

laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, 
inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, 
lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, 
lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) diligence, willingness, vigor, 
liveliness, interest 

leech: (n) parasite, bloodsucker, 
physician, doctor, sponger, 
hirudinean, freeloader, sycophant, 
vampire; (v) bleed, phlebotomize 

leeches: (n) cupping, bleeding, 
venesection, phylum Annelida, 
Annelida, phlebotomy 

leer: (n, v) glance; (n) grin, wink, 
smirk, look, gaze, nudge, shrug, tip 
the wink; (v) simper, ogle 

lees: (adj, n) grounds; (n) sediment, 
deposit, residue, ground, lee, dreg, 
feculence, bottom, silt, feces 

leman: (n) cicisbeo, Lothario 

l'enfant: (n) Pierre Charles L'Enfant 

lenient: (adj) gracious, indulgent, 
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bland, clement, compassionate, 
easygoing, forbearing, forgiving, 
easy, kind, soft. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
severe, harsh, unforgiving, 
impatient, hardhearted 

leopard: (n) panther, cheetah, cat, 
pelt, opal, marble, ophite, nacre, 
ocelot, pard, fur 

leprosy: (adj) gangrene, corruption, 
sphacelus, mortification; (n) measles, 
meselry, lepry, eruption, infectious 
disease, lepra, Lepre 

leto: (n) Latona 

levelling: (n) equalization, grading, 
flow, equalisation, evening 

levity: (n) flightiness, frivolity, 
flippancy, buoyancy, lightness, 
giddiness, inconstancy, 
frivolousness, humorousness, 
jocosity; (n, v) fickleness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gravity, 
seriousness 

lewd: (adj) indecent, dirty, bawdy, 
filthy, abandoned, carnal, lustful, 
impure, debauched; (adj, v) 
lecherous, dissolute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) decent, refined, chaste, clean 

liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; 
(adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, 
munificence, benevolence, 
beneficence, generousness, 
tolerance; (adj) largesse, gift. 
ANTONYM: (n) illiberality 

liberally: (adv) freely, bountifully, 
abundantly, munificently, profusely, 
copiously, bounteously, 
magnanimously, plentifully, largely, 
richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
parsimoniously, carefully, stingily, 
meagerly, ungenerously 

liberate: (v) emancipate, extricate, 
disengage, enfranchise, release, let 
go, free; (adj, v) clear, deliver, 
absolve, acquit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
confine, enslave, constrain, imprison, 
abandon, capture, fetter, hold, retain 

liberating: (adj) emancipating, 
emancipative, therapeutic 

libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, 
debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, 
loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; 
(n) rake; (adj, n) wanton 

licentious: (adj) lewd, immoral, filthy, 
abandoned, debauched, lascivious, 
depraved, lecherous, loose, unchaste, 
wanton. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, virtuous, decent 

licentiousness: (n) dissolution, 
dissipation, lewdness, immorality, 
profligacy, dissoluteness, 
extravagance, evil, indecency, 
freedom; (v) license. ANTONYMS: 


(n) decency, restraint 

liege: (n) feudatory, liegeman, vassal, 
lord, liege Lord, subject, Luik; (adj) 
loyal, staunch, true, steady 

liegeman: (n) feudatory, vassal, liege 
subject, subject, follower 

lieu: (n) office, position, locality, 
stead, behalf, part, role, berth, 
station, site, seat 

lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, 
defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, 
dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, alive, 
interesting, awake, moving, upright, 
bright, brilliant, firm, inspiring 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

lighten: (v) assuage, alleviate, light, 
illuminate, brighten, lessen, allay, 
clear, mitigate, relieve, illumine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) darken, intensify, 
increase, dye, depress, aggravate, 
exacerbate 

limping: (n) lameness, gimp, 
claudication, gimpiness, gameness; 
(adj) hobbling, crippled, halting, 
inefficient, imperfect, claudicant 

linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 
stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, saunter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, end, rush, 
depart, lead 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quick 

lingua: (n) clapper, glossa, taste bud, 
natural language, applauder, knife 

lion-hearted: (adj) manly, heroic, 
fearless 

listless: (adj) indifferent, dull, 
indolent, careless, languid, inert, 
inattentive, dispirited, slow, 
uninterested, spiritless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, animated, 
energetic, strong, spirited 

liveliness: (adj, n) animation, 
briskness; (n) life, effervescence, 
buoyancy, exuberance, vigor, 
activity, agility, cheerfulness, 
enthusiasm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lethargy, awkwardness, lifelessness, 
laziness, sadness, apathy 

livelong: (n) Sedum telephium, 
sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable, 
lasting 

livery: (adj) liverish, bilious; (n) 
clothing, accouterment, uniform, 
complexion, legal transfer, color, 
hue, dye, bailment 


loadstar: (n) lodestar, star, model, 
lodestone, loadstone, guiding star, 
example 

loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, 
reluctant, loth, indisposed, 
backward, hesitant, antipathetic, 
antipathetical, loathe, shy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) eager, willing, 
disposed, keen 

loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, 
distasteful, disgusting, hateful, 
abominable, revolting, execrable, 
loathly, nauseous, horrible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, 
noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
admirable, good, attractive 

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, lodgement, 
address, hospice 

loins: (n) waist, body part, haunch, 
lends, pubic region, area, pubes 

loiter: (v) dawdle, dally, tarry, hang 
around, prowl, (adj, v) loaf, delay, 
lounge, hesitate; (adv, v) lag; (n, v) 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) leave, 
lead 

loitering: (n) delay, dalliance; (adj) 
slow, dilatory, delaying, inactive, 
truant, trifling, tardy; (v) loiter; 
(adv) loiteringly 

longitude: (n) line of longitude, 
meridian, span, great circle, date 
line, dateline, place 

long-suffering: (n) long-sufferance, 
patience, endurance; (adj) forbearing, 
tolerant, enduring, persevering, 
passive, meek, resigned, stoic 

long-winded: (adj) interminable, 
wordy, garrulous, loquacious, 
redundant, talkative, verbose, 
diffuse, long, ponderous, gabby 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled 

loosening: (n) relaxation, unfastening, 
ease, undoing, liberalization, 
adjustment, alteration, liberalisation, 
easiness; (adj) solutive, laxative 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, 
beauteousness, good looks, cuteness, 
fineness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unattractiveness, unpleasantness, 
awkwardness 

lowly: (adj) base, lower, low, inferior, 
baseborn; (adv) meekly, meanly, 
modestly, poorly, softly, humbly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) noble, privileged, 
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high, aristocratic, refined, exalted, 
comfortable 

lucre: (n) pelf, earnings, gelt, profit, 
kale, dough, advantage, mammon, 
dividend, return, income 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty 

lurcher: (n) poacher, lurker, skulker, 
volyer 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily 

lustrous: (adj, v) bright, splendent; 
(adj) glossy, brilliant, lucid, shiny, 
shining, light, luminous, sleek, 
radiant. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unhealthy 

lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, 
corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, 
hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) 
abundant, lavish, exuberant, dense, 
thick, fertile, flourishing, fecund, 
opulent, profuse. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) barren, meager, unhealthy, arid, 
withering, sparse, shabby, 
unadorned 

mace: (n) cudgel, bludgeon, hammer, 
official, shillelah, spice, sprig, stick, 
nutmeg, rod, scepter 

machinator: (n) strategist, plotter, 
coconspirator, conspirator, outlaw, 
malefactor, schemer, criminal, crook, 
felon 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic 

maddening: (adj) exasperating, 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
galling, trying, vexing, madden, 
bothersome, crazy, vexatious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
soothing, satisfying 

magician: (n) enchanter, conjurer, 
illusionist, wizard, conjuror, 
thaumaturge, magicians, performer, 
magus, necromancer, prestidigitator 

magistracy: (n) post, situation, spot, 
position, office, place, jurisdiction, 
berth 

magnanimity: (adj, n) generosity, 
liberality; (n) largesse, greatness, 
charity, munificence, tolerance, 
nobleness, nobility, kindness, 
largess. ANTONYM: (n) pettiness 
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magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, 
noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
miserly, unforgiving, petty 

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness 

magnificently: (adv) beautifully, 
grandly, superbly, gloriously, 
majestically, gorgeously, 
sumptuously, marvelously, 
wonderfully, fantastically, showily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, 
modestly, badly, abysmally, simply, 
meagerly, incompetently 

mahound: (n) Muhammad, Elijah 
Muhammad, Mahomet, Mohammed 

mailed: (adj) armored 

maimed: (adj) disabled, mutilated, 
deformed, truncated, faulty, cut 
short, game, cut off; (n) wounded 

majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 
stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
modest, lowly, undignified 

malapert: (adj) impertinent, fresh, 
flippant, saucy, pert, cavalier, sassy, 
impudent; (n) jackanapes, minx, 
saucebox 

malevolence: (n) malice, hatred, spite, 
hate, ill will, bitterness, hostility, 
rancor, venom, grudge, enmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) benevolence, good, 
affection, goodwill 

malevolent: (adj) malicious, malign, 
hateful, bitter, malefic, nasty, 
spiteful, vicious, virulent, baleful, 
unkind. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
merciful, loving, good, benign 

malison: (n) curse, imprecation, 
anathema, execration, swearword, 
proscription, maranatha, damn, 
denunciation, excommunication, 
ban 

malkin: (adj) drab, slut, dowdy, 
mudlark, scrub, slammerkin, sloven, 
slummock; (n, v) maukin; (v) cloth, 
towel 

mammon: (n) filthy lucre, 
wealthiness, wealth, lucre, riches, 
imaginary creature, imaginary being 

man-at-arms: (n) soldier, warrior, 
fighter 

manciple: (v) commissary, 
restaurateur, victualer, steward, 
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grocer, quartermaster, batman, 
comprador, feeder, purveyor 

mane: (n) encolure, head of hair, crest, 
wool, tresses; (adj) brush, beard, 
ringlet, whisker, tress, moustache 

manes: (n) shade 

manful: (adj) manly, fearless, 
doughty, brave, courageous, 
masculine, gallant, intrepid, hardy, 
manlike, virile 

manfully: (adv) gallantly, bravely, 
manlikely, virilely, mightily, 
masculinely, courageously, valiantly, 
doughtily, intrepidly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unmanfully 

mangonel: (n) launcher, catapult, 
bricole, ballista, arbalist, arbalest, 
mangan 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full 
age 

maniac: (n) madman, bedlamite, 
madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, 
bigot, madwoman,; (adj) loco, 
maniacal 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unmanly, cowardly; 
(adv) unmanfully 

mannerist: (v) doctrinaire, euphuist, 
pedagogue, pedant, purist 

mannerly: (adj) civil, polite, genteel, 
urbane, decent, decorous, refined, 
courtly, gentlemanly; (adv) kindly, 
sortly. ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, 
common, vulgar, impolite 

mantled: (adj) clothed, cloaked, 
covered, absorbed, clad, disguised, 
engrossed, intent, wrapped, 
enwrapped 

manus: (n) left, handwriting, fist, 
ability, paw, claw, right, act, mitt, 
management, left hand 

marauder: (n) bandit, depredator, 
pillager, spoiler, predator, attacker, 
brigand, freebooter, thief, plunderer, 
raider 

marauding: (adj) rapacious, pillaging, 
plundering, preying, prowling, 
raiding; (n) looting, depredation, 
banditry 

marksman: (n) bowman, shot, 
shooter, sharpshooter, crack shot, 
markman, sniper, buckshot 

marquis: (n) lord, marquisate, noble, 
margrave, nobleman, Donald Robert 
perry marquis, don marquis, Markis 

marshalling: (n) roundup 
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marshy: (adj) muddy, marsh, 
swampy, sloughy, quaggy, miry, 
fenny, paludal, moist, dirty, damp. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

martyr: (n) sufferer, victim, prey, 
object of compassion, wretch, shorn 
lamb; (v) martyrize, excruciate, 
persecute, torture, afflict 

marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard; (n) 
nightmare 

marvellously: (adv) wondrously, 
wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, 
fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, 
phenomenally, gloriously, 
tremendously, tally 

masquerading: (adj) masked 

masterly: (adj) masterful, expert, 
crack, proficient, consummate, 
accomplished, adroit, skillful, 
dexterous; (adv) principally, 
expertly 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree 

mastership: (n) dominion, command, 
situation, office, skill, superiority, 
excellence, knack, masterdom; (adj) 
panurgy 

mastication: (n) chewing, chew, 
manducation, chaw, cud, gumming, 
change of state; (v) deglutition, 
epulation, gulp, rumination 

matchless: (adj) inimitable, peerless, 
consummate, unique, unmatched, 
unrivaled, unequaled, unparalleled, 
superlative, unbeatable, 
unsurpassed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
common, vulnerable, abysmal, 
mediocre, worst 

matins: (n) mass, vespers, canonical 
hour, evensong, at daybreak 

matted: (adj) entangled, tangled, 
knotted, flat, matt, matte, knotty, 
fixed, kinky, twisted; (v) crossed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, straight, 
free 

maugre: (prep) Mauger 

meanest: (adj) last, least 

meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 
pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, 
involuntarily, industrially, 
unconsciously, automaticly, 
intuitively, impulsively, technically, 
technologically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


manually, consciously 

medallion: (n) laurels, decoration, 
laurel wreath, locket, pendant, palm, 
ribbon, bay wreath, badge, accolade 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling, 
impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) 
prying 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) 
contemplate, consider, cogitate, 
reflect, speculate, wonder, ruminate, 
ponder, think, bethink 

meditations: (n) contemplation, 
consideration, cogitation 

meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 

hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 

recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 

pittance, reguerdon 

meek: (adj) lowly, docile, gentle, 

ame, low, submissive, compliant, 

mild, modest, quiet, kind. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, bossy, 

haughty, arrogant, overbearing, 

rebellious, disobedient, wild, harsh, 

brash 

meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, 

amely, compliantly, obediently, 
docilely, peacefully, lowly, modestly, 
placidly, kindly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) haughtily, harshly, wildly, 
arrogantly, assertively, brashly 

meeter: (n) listener, hearer, attender, 
attendant, auditor, attendee 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, 
v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

melee: (adj, n) fight, brawl, uproar, 
fracas, row; (n) battle royal, fray, 
scrimmage; (adj) disturbance; (v) 
brabble, brigue 

mell: (n) melada 

mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, 
soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, 
soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic, 
fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic 

mellowed: (adj) mature, easygoing, 
high, maturer, ripe 

melodious: (adj) harmonious, 
musical, sweet, tuneful, mellow, 
dulcet, soft, gentle, full, canorous, 


mellifluous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harsh, unmelodious, inharmonious, 
tuneless, grating, loud 

menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed 

menacing: (adj) threatening, sinister, 
ominous, imminent, impending, 
minatory, ugly, frightening, 
minacious, dangerous, formidable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, 
approachable, promising, reassuring, 
soothing, favorable 

mendicant: (n) pauper, cadger, friar, 
maund, abbot, beggarwoman, lay 
brother, conventual, cenobite, 
beadsman, pilgrim 

mending: (n) fix, repair, fixing, 
maintenance, restoration, reparation, 
improvement, darning, mend, 
amendment, correction 

menial: (adj, n) inferior; (adj) lowly, 
abject, ignoble, humble, low, mean; 
(n) henchman, domestic, lackey, 
servant. ANTONYMS: (adj) elevated, 
noble 

mercenaries: (n) armed force, band of 
soldiers 

mercenary: (adj, n) hireling; (adj, v) 
sordid; (adj) mercantile, materialistic, 
covetous, commercial, greedy, venal, 
avaricious, selfish; (v) illiberal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) altruistic, 
philanthropic 

merchandise: (v) market, deal; (n) 
freight, cargo, product, commodity, 
goods, consignment, wares; (adj) 
commodities, ware 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted 

merited: (adj) deserved, just, suitable, 
rightful, right, due; (v) due to, richly 
deserved 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, 
joyfully, gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sadly, anxiously, miserably, 
unhappily, carefully, despondently 

merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 
cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom 

meshes: (n) cobweb, mouse trap, toils, 
maze; (adj) awkwardness, knot, 
Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish card 
to play 
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meteor: (n) shooting star, aerolite, 
fireball, falling star, bolide, 
meteorite, meteoroid, effluvium, 
emanation, evaporation, exhalation 

methinks: (adv) meseems 

metrical: (adj) measured, rhythmic, 
cadenced, poetic, musical, deliberate, 
rhythmical, careful, calculated, even, 
intermittent 

mettle: (n) heart, courage, spunk, 
fortitude, guts, character, spirit, 
bravery, valor, boldness; (adj, n) 
pluck 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air 

mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, 
kindness, benignity, compassion, 
goodness; (n) lenity, mercy, 
meekness, leniency, lenience, 

enderness. ANTONYMS: (n) 

roughness, pungency 

millstone: (n) load, weight, tax, 

liability, encumbrance, hindrance, 

handicap, impediment, albatross, 

Millstone grit; (adj) lead 

mincing: (adj) mince, prim, 

mannered, twee, pretentious, 

oppish, affected, la-di-da, 
simpering, nice, sentimental 

minding: (adj) intent 

mingle: (v) compound, combine, 
merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, 
complex, indiscriminate, 
heterogeneous, medley, confused, 
eclectic, motley, different; (v) 
blended, blent 

mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 
confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly 

minion: (n) cosset, follower, servant, 
pet, underling, hanger-on, spoiled 
child, sycophant, tool, henchman, 
lackey. ANTONYM: (n) superior 

minster: (n) cathedral, church, temple, 
Fane 

minstrel: (n) singer, musician, 
troubadour, artiste, folk singer, 
middleman, interlocutor, vocalist, 
poet, corner man; (v) sing 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, 
infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, 
exactly, microscopically 

miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 
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stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly, 
wondrously, startlingly, 
phenomenally 

mire: (n, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, 
marsh, quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; 
(adj, n, v) mud; (v) involve, bog 
down 

mirth: (adj, n) merriment, jollity; (n) 
amusement, happiness, delight, joy, 
hilarity, cheerfulness, festivity, 
gladness, exhilaration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gloom, sadness, 
misery 

misapprehension: (n) delusion, 
mistake, misunderstanding, fallacy, 
misconception, misinterpretation, 
fault, misconstruction, misreading, 
illusion, false impression. 
ANTONYM: (n) fact 

miscalculate: (v) misjudge, make a 
mistake, err, miscompute, 
misinterpret, overestimate, 
overvalue, reckon, miscount, 
undervalue, underrate. ANTONYM: 
(v) underestimate 

miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, 
fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, 
disappointment, failing, balk, 
frustration; (v) fail, fault 

miscellaneous: (adj) heterogeneous, 
mixed, different, general, sundry, 
indiscriminate, motley, varied, 
diverse, multifarious, versatile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uniform, 
homogeneous, limited 

misdirect: (adj) misconduct; (v) 
misinform, abuse, bastardise, 
bastardize, carnalize, lead astray, 
demoralize, deprave, debauch, 
debase 

misdoubt: (n) scruple, distrust, 
suspicion, qualm, jealousy; (v) dread 

miserly: (adj) mean, close, 
parsimonious, closefisted, grasping, 
mingy, tight, measly, penurious; (adj, 
adv) niggardly; (adv) ungenerous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extravagant, 
graceful 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune 

misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, 
bewildered, confused, erroneous, 
mistaken, misleading, misdirected, 
led astray, incorrect 

misplaced: (v) misjoined, 
mismatched; (adj) mislaid, inept, 
inappropriate, disordered, gone 
astray, lost temporarily, misguided, 
missing, not there. ANTONYM: 
(adj) found 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
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misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading 

misused: (adj) tainted, perverted, lost, 
changed, misrepresented. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unchanged, 
used 

mitigate: (n, v) alleviate, palliate, 
appease; (adj, n, v) assuage, allay; 
(v) lessen, relieve, abate, lighten; (adj, 
v) moderate, soften. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, intensify, aggravate 

mitigated: (adj) eased, palliate, ease, 
relieved, disguised, cloaked 

moat: (n) ditch, dike, dyke, trench, 
main, gully, sewer, siphon, sough, 
barrier; (v) bulwark 

moderation: (n) abstinence, 
abstemiousness, moderateness, 
abatement, measure, alleviation, 
sobriety, patience, restraint, 
soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, overindulgence, 
excess, increase, immoderation, 
strength, extremism, indulgence, 
impatience, harshness, abandon 

moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, 
parcel, section, piece, bit, division, 
cut, class 

molten: (adj) liquified, melted, 
liquefied, fluid; (v) sodden 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long 

monarchs: (n) royals, royalty 

moneybags: (n) financier, capitalist 

moneys: (n) finances, means, funds 

monkish: (adj) clerical, nonindulgent 

monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 
dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, 
uninteresting, stupid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, varied, stimulating, 
lively, exotic, enthralling, brilliant, 
flexible 

monseigneur: (n) Your Highness 

moping: (adj) moody, gloomy, huffy, 
melancholy, moldy, fusty, morose, 
dull; (v) mopish, mumpish 

morass: (n) bog, swamp, quagmire, 
mire, fen, marish, moss, sump, 
sludge, tangle, mud 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 
time, break of dawn, break of day, 
break of the day 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day 
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morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 
crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite 

mort: (n) corpse, carcass 

mortally: (adv) lethally, deadly, 
pestilently, perniciously, extremely, 
humanly, grievously, poisonously, 
individually, killingly, dangerously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) mildly 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, 
corruption, necrosis, degradation; 
(adj, n) vexation; (adj) grievance 

mortify: (v) humble, disgrace, abase, 
crush, embarrass, degrade, shame, 
demean, depress; (n, v) chagrin; (adj, 
v) confuse 

mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 
demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dignified 

mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, 
hoary, musty, covered, musciform, 
stodgy, hoar, chromatic, canescent 

motley: (adj) miscellaneous, mottled, 
assorted, colorful, heterogeneous, 
multicolored, checkered; (n) medley, 
miscellany, mixture, assortment. 
ANTONYM: (adj) homogeneous 

mouldered: (adj) rotten 

mouldering: (adj) moldering, 
becoming rotten, rotten, rotting 

moulding: (n, v) molding; (n) mold, 
modeling, mould, cast, modelling, 
bandelette, clay sculpture, 
cheoplasty, beadwork, beading 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, 
cry, bemoan, regret, distress, sad, 
wail, mourning, weep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
applaud 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, 
dark, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; 
(adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mouthpiece: (n) embouchure, 
spokesman, interpreter, speaker, 
aperture, gumshield, delegate; (v) 
authority, informant, exponent, 
intelligencer 

mower: (n) lawn mower, band 
mower, garden tool, hand mower, 


knife mower, motor mower, 
scytheman, lawn tool 

muffle: (v) deaden, dull, suppress, 
muzzle, smother, curb, silence, gag, 
hush, damp; (adj, v) stifle. 
ANTONYM: (v) amplify 

mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, 
mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) 
hybrid, crossbreed, Metis 

mules: (n) mule, scuffs, carpet slipper, 
scuff 

multiplying: (adj) cumulative; (n) 
generation, calculation 

mummery: (adj) tomfoolery, vagary; 
(n) flummery, pleasantry, nonsense, 
nonsensicality, masque, false colors, 
sport, joke, escapade 

munificent: (adj) liberal, bountiful, 
lavish, free, bounteous, prodigal, 
beneficent, magnanimous, unstinted, 
unsparing, princely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mean, tightfisted, malevolent 

murderous: (adj) cutthroat, homicidal, 
gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, brutal, 
fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, killing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) easy 

murmurer: (n) complainer 

murmuring: (n) murmuration, 
murmur, complaint, grumble, 
muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; 
(adj) whispering, humming, droning, 
murmurous 

murrain: (n) pestilence, animal 
disease, epizootic 

muscadine: (n) Vitis rotundifolia, 
ambrosial, grape, grapevine, 
scuppernong 

musing: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) 
meditation, consideration, reflection, 
rumination, reverie, thought, 
cogitation 

mussulman: (n) Mohammedan, 
Muslim 

musty: (adj) fusty, rancid, stale, 
mouldy, rank, bad, obsolete, 
antiquated, stuffy, threadbare, trite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, modern 

mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 
dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) quiet, 
dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) talkative, 
speaking, spoken; (v) amplify 

mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, 
whisper; (v) growl, maunder, 
grouch, snarl, croak; (n) 
murmuration, grumbling, complaint 

mynheer: (n) senor, mein Herr 

myrrh: (n) gum myrrh, perfumes of 
Arabia, incense, sweet cicely, gum 
resin, frankincense, balm 

mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) 


mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, 
esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; 
(adj, n) psychic 

mystically: (adv) mysteriously, 
darkly, arcanely, supernaturally, 
secretly, esoterically, reconditely, 
cryptically, weirdly, ghostly, 
spiritually 

nailed: (adj) fixed, tight, stationary, 
stable, secure, decided, firm, 
immobile 

nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed, 
unidentified, unsung, 
undistinguished, unspecified, 
inexpressible, strange, indescribable, 
obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) famous 

namesake: (n) somebody, someone, 
soul, human, mortal, individual, 
cognominal 

narcotic: (adj, n) soporific, opiate, 
hypnotic; (adj) anodyne; (n) drug, 
anaesthetic, opium, stupefacient, 
sedative, methadone, meperidine 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy 

naught: (n) cipher, nothing, null, 
aught, nix, nought, zip, cypher, 
nada; (adj, n, pron) nil; (n, pron) 
Zilch 

nazarene: (adj) alien, gentile, giaour 

necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support, 
subsistence, requirement, bread 

necklace: (n) collar, chain, chaplet, 
bracelet, necklet, string, corona, 
neckband, jewelry, coronet, crown 

necromancy: (n) sorcery, conjuration, 
black magic, incantation, 
enchantment, black art, divination, 
witchcraft, charm, soothsaying, 
thaumaturgy 

nectar: (n) delicacy, secretion, juice, 
beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, 
goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar 

needy: (adj) indigent, poor, 
impoverished, necessitous, 
underprivileged, penniless, 
impecunious, deficient, miserable, 
deprived, poverty-stricken. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, affluent, 
independent, solvent, privileged, 
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satisfied 

ne'er: (adv) never, certainly not 

nefarious: (adj) evil, heinous, wicked, 
bad, criminal, iniquitous, infamous, 
impious, atrocious, immoral; (adj, v) 
vile. ANTONYMS: (adj) admirable, 
reputable 

neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard 

negligently: (adv) inattentively, 
neglectfully, carelessly, 
thoughtlessly, remissly, 
nonchalantly, slackly, recklessly, 
unmindfully, sloppily, unthinkingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) thoroughly, 
attentively, responsibly, seriously 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 
nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark 

neighbors: (n) neighbourhood 

neophyte: (n) recruit, freshman, 
greenhorn, beginner, fledgling, 
novice, apprentice, catechumen, 
newcomer, fledgeling, convert 

nerveless: (adj) coolheaded, feeble, 
weak, cool, powerless, spineless, 
impuissant, flaccid, marrowless, 
composed, imperturbable 

nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, 
low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, 
subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) 
under 

newfangled: (adj) modern, fresh, 
fashionable, novel, contemporary, 
up-to-date, recent, unprecedented, 
grotesque, fantastic, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dated, old 

niggard: (n) churl, skinflint, tightwad, 
scrooge, hunks, screw, scrimp, 
curmudgeon; (adj, n) miser; (adj) 
niggardly, stingy 

niggardly: (adj) mean, stingy, 
closefisted, parsimonious, grudging, 
close, near, skimpy, miserable, 
penurious; (adj, v) avaricious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) graceful 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; 
(adj) approximate 

nightcap: (n) drink, dram, game, cap, 
mobcap, drop 

nightfall: (n) dusk, evening, twilight, 
sunset, gloaming, evenfall, dark, 
eventide, sundown, darkness, fall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, sunrise 

nightingales: (n) genus Luscinia 

nightly: (adv) every night, by night; 
(n) night; (adj) nocturnal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) daily 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, 
brisk, spry, alert, expeditious, 


605 


energetic, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit 

nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, 
lord, peer, marquis, nobility, 
grandee, baron, duke, armiger, 
burgrave 

nobleness: (n) dignity, generosity, 
magnanimity, nobility, greatness, 
grandeur, stateliness, civil honors, 
goodness, glory, glorify 

nocturnal: (adj) nightly, vespertine, 
nighttime, nocturnals, overnight, 
night, autumnal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
daytime 

noiseless: (adj) quiet, silent, 
soundless, hushed, voiceless, mute, 
stealthy, dumb, soft, calm, tranquil. 
ANTONYM: (adj) heavy 

nonce: (n) hour, nowadays, crisis, 
moment, instant, epoch, present, 
time being, minute, day 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven 

northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north 

nostril: (n) flue, chimney, funnel, 
weasand, nozzle, port, throat, 
trachea, naris, anterior naris, nare 

notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, 
score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, 
incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
fill 

notoriety: (n) publicity, reputation, 
fame, infamy, disrepute, note, 
notability, prominence, flagrancy, 
distinction; (adj, n) renown. 
ANTONYM: (n) obscurity 

nourishing: (adj) alimentary, healthy, 
nutrient, healthful, wholesome, rich, 
nutritive, hearty, alimental, good, 
beneficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhealthy, unwholesome, meager, 
insufficient 

nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, 
meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, 
repast, sustenance, edible, fuel 

noviciate: (n) novice, amount of time 

noway: (adv) nohow 

nuptials: (n) wedding, matrimony, 
bridal, wedding ceremony, marriage 
ceremony, spousal, wedding party, 
ceremonial, ceremony, espousal, 
hymeneals. ANTONYM: (n) divorce 

nursed: (adj) care, suckled 

nurture: (v) foster, cherish, bring up, 
grow, nourish, care, maintain, 
educate, nurse; (n) education, 
breeding. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
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neglect 

oaken: (adj) woody 

obdurate: (adj) inflexible, stony, 
obstinate, callous, firm, stubborn, 
headstrong, flinty, mulish, 
impenitent, rigid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) compliant, amenable, 
accommodating, easygoing, caring, 
irresolute, soft, acquiescent 

obeisance: (n) homage, curtsy, 
deference, bowing, reverence, 
obedience, respect, courtesy; (v) 
genuflexion, kowtow, genuflection 

oberon: (n) naiad, sprite, nixie, 
mermaid, kelpie, hamadryad, 
ondine, Mab 

objurgation: (v) vituperation, abuse; 
(n) rebuke, scolding, chiding, blame, 
reproval, reprehension, wigging, 
wig, contumely 

obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, 
eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, 
kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) 
abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, 
build, protect, engrave, insert 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame 

oblong: (adj) oval, elliptical, 
rectangular, rounded; (v) 
longitudinal; (n) block, quadrangle 

obsequies: (n) funeral, exequies, 
interment, obit, exequy, parentation, 
last rites, wake, decease, death, 
funeral procession 

obsequiously: (adv) subserviently, 
submissively, fawningly, slavishly, 
compliantly, sycophantically, 
respectfully, cringingly, politely, 
admiringly, courteously 

observance: (n) ceremony, 
commemoration, observation, rite, 
fulfillment, obedience, manner, 
compliance, discharge, conformity, 
custom. ANTONYMS: (n) breaking, 
disobedience, disregard, 
nonobservance, inattention, 
omission 

observant: (adj) mindful, watchful, 
alert, cautious, circumspect, careful, 
aware, heedful, vigilant, awake, 
keen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobservant, dreaming, insensitive, 
unprepared, oblivious 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, firmness, 
bullheadedness, determination, 
contumacy, mulishness, 
impenitence, resolve, resoluteness, 
impenitency, pertinacity. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) cooperation, 
compliance 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstreperous: (adj) noisy, boisterous, 
blatant, clamorous, defiant, 
disobedient, disorderly, unruly, 
vociferous, tumultuous, turbulent 

obstreperously: (adv) clamorously, 
boisterously, blatantly, vociferously, 
defiantly, disobediently, noisily, 
rowdily, tumultuously, unruly, 
aloud 

occult: (adj) hidden, obscure, 
mysterious, cryptic, cryptical, dark, 
esoteric, magical, unseen, 
confidential; (adj, n, v) secret 

octangular: (adj) octagonal 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice 

odoriferous: (adj) odorous, aromatic, 
balmy, sweet, spicy, scented, 
odorant, ambrosial, malodorous, 
redolent, unsavory 

odyssey: (n) journey, epic, epic poem, 
epos, journeying 

o'er: (adv) on, upon, across 

officious: (adj, v) meddlesome; (adj) 
busy, interfering, meddling, 
obtrusive, impertinent, pragmatical, 
busybodied, overbearing, nosy; (v) 
pushing. ANTONYM: (adj) meek 

ointment: (n) cream, salve, balm, 
unguent, unction, oil, lotion, grease, 
plaster, embrocation, liniment 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember 

omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, 
powerful, multipotent, divine, 
extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 
predominant; (n) God. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, powerless 

omniscient: (adj) learned, 
knowledgeable, infinitely wise, 
almighty, divine, wise, infallible 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, 
before, forth, onwards, along, in 
advance, frontward, forrader; (adv, 
prep) on; (adj) progressive. 


ANTONYM: (adv) backward 

open-hearted: (adj) open, sincere, 
liberal 

opine: (v) deem, believe, figure, 
guess, suppose, conceive, imagine, 
say, think, judge, reckon 

opium: (v) poppy, balm, anodyne, 
milk, rose water; (adj) anaesthetic 
agent; (n) tobacco, hashish, ether, 
Opie, cocaine 

oppressor: (adj, n) despot, tyrant; (n) 
autocrat, persecutor, bully, 
tormenter; (adj) extortioner, hard 
master, martinet, Draco, bashaw 

opulent: (adj) rich, affluent, luxurious, 
lush, deluxe, wealthy, sumptuous, 
copious, lavish, generous, costly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, shabby, 
Spartan, stark, humble, unadorned, 
impoverished 

oratory: (n) elocution, rhetoric, 
declamation, speech, oration, church, 
chapel, tabernacle, valediction, 
cathedral, public speaking 

ordinance: (n) command, edict, order, 
law, act, observance, regulation, 
institution, institute, enactment, 
ceremony 

oriel: (n) recess, corner, cove, crypt, 
niche, nook, bay, Oriol, pigeonhole, 
stall, coign 

orleans: (n) siege of Orleans 

ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 
embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip 

ornamented: (adj) embellished, 
beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, 
adorned, bedecked, decked, 
festooned, feathered, florid 

orthography: (n) spelling, ideography, 
boustrophedon, cuneiform, 
hieroglyph, hieroglyphic, writing, 
writing system, syllabic, syllabary, 
scriptural 

ostrich: (n) Struthio Camelus, ratite, 
flightless bird; (adj) camel bird, doe, 
greyhound, hare, gazelle, antelope, 
eagle, courser 

oubliette: (n) donjon, keep, crypt, 
closet, abditory, adytum, Bastille, 
fortress, stronghold 

outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native 

outlandish: (adj) foreign, bizarre, 
eccentric, freakish, odd, exotic, alien, 
quaint, singular, extraneous, freaky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, 
commonplace, sensible, familiar, 


tasteful 

outlaw: (v) forbid, disallow, 
proscribe; (n) felon, criminal, bandit, 
desperado, fugitive, lawbreaker; (n, 
v) exile; (adj, v) banish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) legalize, permit, 
approve 

outlawed: (adj) outlaw, illegitimate, 
forbidden, unlawful, illicit, taboo, 
proscribed, unmentionable, barred, 
lawless, not allowed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) permissible 

outlawry: (adj) antinomy, despotism, 
brute force, violence; (n) lawlessness, 
exile, banishment, expulsion, 
ostracism, anarchy, illegality 

outlive: (v) survive, live, endure, 
overlive, live through, make it, 
overbide, overcome, remain, 
supervive, subsist 

outrider: (n) herald, precursor, 
prodrome, prodromus, vancourier, 
pioneer, guard, escort, attendant, 
scout 

outwear: (v) wear, outlast, beat, 
survive, surpass, surmount, deplete, 
hold out, wear out, outmatch, 
outstrip 

outweigh: (v) preponderate, 
overshadow, overbalance, 
counterbalance, outstrip, 
predominate, exceed, prevail, 
surpass, outmatch; (adj) outdo 

outwork: (v) advance work, horn 
work; (n) bulwark, frontier, defence, 
homework, defense, defensive 
structure 

overbear: (v) overpower, overcome, 
bear down, conquer, press, defeat, 
beat, domineer, crush, subdue, 
prostrate 

overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, dull, 
gloomy, heavy, muddy, dismal; (n, 
v) cloud; (adj, v) obscure; (v) darken. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, clear 

overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 
exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce 

overgrown: (adj) excessive, 
exorbitant, inordinate, extravagant, 
monstrous, covered, exaggerated, 
dropsical, lush; (v) turgid, tumid 

overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) 
beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, 
impending, pendent, obumbrant, 
hanging over, overspreading, 
depending, hanging 

overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, 
happy, elated, ecstatic, transported, 
exultant, pleased, enchanted, proud, 
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gleeful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartbroken, disappointed, 
depressed, down, dejected, 
miserable, unhappy, desolate 

overleap: (v) neglect, vault, miss, 
omit, drop, hurdle, overjump, 
pretermit, overlook, overstep, leap 

overload: (n, v) overburden, glut; (v) 
overcharge, encumber, surcharge, 
oppress, load, clog, overlay, 
overwhelm; (n) excess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) restraint, shortage; 
(v) alleviate 

overpower: (v) defeat, overwhelm, 
conquer, crush, beat, overmaster, 
rout, subdue, master, devastate, 
oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, 
submit, surrender 

overpowered: (adj) beaten, 
conquered, inundated, engulfed, 
flooded, routed, vanquished, 
subdued, subjugated, overflowing, 
mild 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
subtle, imperceptible, insignificant, 
shallow, weak, faint, bland 

overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo, 
outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, 
dupe, overpass, mislead 

overshadowing: (adj) consuming, 
major, overwhelming, 
uncontrollable, unbearable, intense 

overshoot: (v) overrun, jump, exceed, 
aspire; (n) over shoot, landing 
approach. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undershoot, make 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe 

overthrowing: (adj) defeating, 
subversive; (n) oppression 

overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 

overtook: (v) overtake 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
beef, dairy cow 

pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, 
tempo, musical time, maneuvering 
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alongside another vessel, cardiac 
pacing 

packthread: (n) cord, twine, twist, 
thread, wire 

padlock: (n) bolt, bar, holdfast, rail, 
rivet, wall, security device, deadbolt, 
combination lock, closure; (v) secure 

pageant: (n) spectacle, ostentation, 
ceremony, pomp, representation, 
exhibition, procession, pageantry, 
cavalcade, parade, scene 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy 

paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) 
pallidness, wanness, whiteness, 
achromasia, blondness, lividity, 
luridness, lividness, fairness, pale. 
ANTONYM: (n) strength 

palfrey: (n) horse, roadster, saddle 
horse, beast of burden, cattle, nag, 
beast 

palisade: (n, v) fence, palisado, wall; 
(n) paling, pale, post, barricade, 
fencing; (v) circumvallate, fence in, 
sangar 

pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 
curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust 

pallet: (n) bed, stillage, berth, range, 
tester, stretcher, shakedown, scope, 
reach, bunk, paillasse 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid 

palsy: (v) cripple, paralyze; (n) 
anaesthesia, apoplexy, akinesia, 
alalia, paralyzation, numbness; (adj) 
decline, consumption, sideration 

paltry: (adj, n) mean; (adj) 
contemptible, measly, trifling, abject, 
insignificant, inconsiderable, puny, 
little, trivial, low. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, substantial, plentiful, 
enormous, important, profound 

pampered: (adj) indulged, spoiled, 
soft, bad, fed luxuriously, luxurious 

pane: (n) window pane, paneling, 
pane of glass, panelling, 
windowpane, window-pane, board, 
square, sheet of glass, leaf, box 

panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; 
(adj) panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, 
eloge 

pannier: (n) basket, hamper, pannier- 
man, corbel, gabion, saddlebag, 
dosser, crate, hammer, ped, hoop 

panoply: (n) stand of arms, show, 
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parade, clothing, fanfare; (v) protect, 
clothe, defend, guard 

panting: (adj) gasping, breathless, 
blown, winded, puffed; (v) 
palpitation; (n) heaving, gasp, 
asthma, heave, puff 

paralyze: (v) palsy, cripple, paralyse, 
disable, deaden, petrify; (n, v) numb, 
stun; (adj, n) obtund, blunt; (adj) 
anaesthetize 

paramour: (n) love, courtesan, doxy, 
mistress, lover, beau, sweetheart, 
favorite, odalisque; (adj) gallant, 
leman 

parapet: (n) bulwark, breastwork, 
fortification, railing, bastion, 
battlement, wall, banister, handrail, 
earthwork; (v) sunk fence 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, humid 

parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, 
lambskin, diploma, testament, will; 
(v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar 

parings: (n) residue 

parishioners: (n) people attending 
worship, worshippers 

parley: (v) negotiate, converse, confer, 
consult; (n, v) talk, treat; (n) 
conversation, interview, colloquy, 
meeting, consultation 

parricide: (n) matricide, slaying, 
fratricide, feticide, homicide, 
foeticide, infanticide, murderer; (v) 
regicide, uxoricide, vaticide 

parry: (v) evade, dodge, fend off, 
avoid, deflect, duck, hedge, block, 
circumvent, elude; (n, v) counter 

partake: (v) deal, touch, share, 
consume, attend, eat, taste, receive, 
communicate, join, have. 
ANTONYM: (v) refrain 

partaker: (n) participant, sharer, 
contributor, associate, accomplice, 
partner, participator, companion, 
party, pooler, contestant 

partaking: (n) input, contribution 

partisan: (n) backer, champion, friend, 
bigot, disciple, advocate, adherent, 
enthusiast; (adj, n) sectarian, 
partizan; (adj) biased. ANTONYMS: 
(n) peacekeepers, opponent, rebel, 
turncoat; (adj) unbiased, 
nonpartisan, Standard, impartial, 
fair, disloyal 

partridge: (n) grouse, bobwhite, 
bobwhite quail, wildfowl, phasianid, 
quail, game bird, tinamou, ruffed 
grouse 

passable: (adj) adequate, indifferent, 
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fair, mediocre, satisfactory, 
acceptable, middling, decent, 
respectable, fair to middling, 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inadequate, unsatisfactory, 
unacceptable, atrocious, excellent, 
exceptional, disagreeable, appalling, 
intolerable, poor 

passover: (n) Pasch, Pesah, paschal, 
Feast of the Unleavened Bread 

pastime: (n) game, avocation, 
entertainment, recreation, hobby, 
distraction, interest, fun, pursuit, 
amusement, sideline 

pasty: (adj) pale, gluey, gummy, wan, 
glutinous, doughy, bloodless, white, 
adhesive, sallow; (n, v) pie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark 

pate: (n) crown, noddle, nob, crest, 
chief, poll, cerebrum, brainpan, 
cranium, scull, upper story 

pater: (n) dad, pa, daddy, pappa, 
papa, Dada, sire, begetter, pop, male 
parent, Dadaism 

paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 
maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly 

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy 

patriarchs: (n) forbears, forefathers 

patrimony: (n) birthright, inheritance, 
legacy, bequest, entail, estate, dower, 
heirloom, heredity, hereditament, 
endowment fund 

patriotism: (n) nationalism, 
nationality, love of country, 
chauvinism, jingoism, loyalty, 
public spirit, xenophobia, 
Americanism, national character, 
civism. ANTONYM: (n) disloyalty 

patter: (v) clatter, rumble, roll, rattle, 
drum, scuttle, skip, tiptoe; (n) line of 
gab, vernacular, jargon 

pawing: (n) intimacy 

pawn: (n) bail, hostage, instrument, 
mortgage, gage, guarantee, bond, 
collateral, lien, tool; (v) hock. 
ANTONYM: (v) redeem 

paynim: (adj) gentile; (n) painim 

peaceably: (adv) quietly, peacefully, 
patiently, noiselessly 

peacemaker: (n) arbitrator, 
conciliator, intercessor, pacifier, 
intermediary, entente cordiale, good 
understanding, negotiator, judge, 
conciliation, appeaser. 
ANTONYMS: (n) troublemaker, 
fighter 


peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate 

peal: (n) ding, noise, clang, dingdong, 
blast; (v) chime, knell, toll, echo; (adj, 
n) swell; (n, v) bang 

pease: (n) cessation, ease, 
intermission, others, overplus, pause, 
pousse, peacefulness, rest 

peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 
distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, attribute, 
difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity 

peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, 
glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peevishly: (adv) querulously, tetchily, 
fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, testily, 
moodily, touchily, crossly, surly, 
morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly 

penance: (n) atonement, sacrament, 
confession, compunction, penalty, 
expiation, remorse, repentance, 
punishment, reparation, hair shirt 

penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 
regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful 

penitential: (adj) repentant, contrite, 
remorseful, apologetic, sorry 

penmanship: (n) hand, pencraft, 
handwriting, chirography, 
autography, writing, script, 
authorship, beautiful handwriting, 
craftmanship 

penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, 
captive, in captivity, jailed, 
imprisoned, enclosed 

penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, poor, 
destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent 

pennon: (n) pennant, flag, banner, 
ensign, wing, standard, streamer, 
pennoncel, pennoncelle, colors, waft 

pentecost: (n) Feast of Weeks, 
Whitsun, Shabuoth, Shavuot, 
Shavuoth, sabbath 

peradventure: (adv) perchance, 
perhaps, possibly, mayhap, by 
chance, haply, fortunately, 


gracefully, felicitously; (n) chance; 
(conj) if 

perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, settle, 
sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) lodge, 
abide, dwell; (n) pole 

perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by 
chance, peradventure, accidentally, 
incidentally, mayhap, chance, 
haphazard, probably, haply 

perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 
(n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
nether region, deperdition, bane, 
destruction, overthrow. 
ANTONYM: (n) heaven 

peremptory: (adj) imperious, 
commanding, dictatorial, 
overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
(adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM: 
(adj) polite 

perfidious: (adj) false, unfaithful, 
faithless, treacherous, dishonest, 
Punic, insidious, deceitful, untrue, 
traitorous, lying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
loyal 

perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, 
mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, 
gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
odorless 

perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, 
hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
parlous, precarious, risky, 
treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secure 

periodical: (n) journal, magazine, 
newspaper, review, organ, 
publication, book; (adj) intermittent, 
cyclic, recurrent, annual 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

perjure: (v) forswear, perjured 

perjured: (v) perjure; (adj) 
treacherous, untrue, false, 
mendacious 

perpendicularly: (adv) uprightly, 
erectly, straightly, upright, 
orthogonally, sheerly, precipitously, 
normally, plumb; (adv, v) sheer; (adj, 
adv) directly 

perpetrator: (n) offender, doer, 
criminal, performer, actor, agent, 


Walter Scott 


delinquent, malefactor, crook, 
wrongdoer, hoodlum 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed, 
assured, clear, knowing 

persecute: (v) molest, chase, badger, 
harry, follow, plague, bait, afflict, 
beset; (adj, v) oppress; (adj) aggrieve. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, support 

persecuted: (adj) downtrodden, 
aggrieved, laden, mistreated, 
wronged 

perseverance: (n) endurance, tenacity, 
resolution, constancy, fortitude, 
assiduity, industry, doggedness, 
firmness, persistence, determination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vacillation, 
cowardice, indecision, indifference 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being 

personate: (v) act, mimic, perform, do, 
play, personify, pose, simulate, ape, 
mock, embody 

personification: (n) incarnation, 
avatar, epitome, personation, 
prosopopoeia, figure of speech, 
manifestation, trope; (adj, n) type; 
(adj) metalepsis, anagoge 

pert: (adj) impertinent, bold, 
impudent, insolent, forward, fresh, 
brazen, saucy, malapert, irreverent, 
cheeky. ANTONYM: (adj) listless 

pertaining: (adj) relative, concerning, 
belonging, apposite, material, not 
absolute 

perturbation: (n) commotion, 
agitation, fuss, emotion, excitement, 
confusion, dislocation, 
discomposure, interruption; (adj, n, 
v) trepidation; (adj, n) flutter 

peruse: (v) examine, look through, 
inspect, study, leaf, flip, flick, learn, 
review, to read, browse. 
ANTONYM: (v) skim 

perusing: (n) poring over, studying 

perversely: (adv) obstinately, 
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refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, 
contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly, 
badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily 

pestilence: (n) pest, epidemic, blight, 
disease, curse, infectious disease, 
contagion, infection, virus; (adj) 
murrain, pox 

petulance: (n) touchiness, testiness, 
tetchiness, crossness, choler, 
fretfulness, peevishness, temper, 
acerbity; (adj) petulant, flippancy 

petulant: (adj) irritable, peevish, cross, 
testy, irascible, cranky, fractious, 
fretful, pettish, touchy, choleric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easygoing, 
amiable, calm, affable, cheerful 

pewter: (n) chowchow, solder, alloy 

phalanx: (n) baulk, balk, horde, 
phalange, posse, os, military unit, 
military force, force, crowd, cohort 

pharmacopeia: (n) formulary 

phial: (n) ampoule, bottle, cruet, 
ampul, ampule, noggin, caster, flask, 
stoup 

philistine: (n) lowbrow, bourgeois, 
cockney, pleb, boor, snooks; (adj, n) 
barbarian; (adj) die-hard, 
nonintellectual, pragmatic, 
reactionary 

phlebotomy: (n) venesection, 
bleeding, paracentesis, cupping, 
leeches 

phraseology: (n) language, 
expression, phrasing, wording, 
idiom, vernacular, dialect, choice of 
words, terminology, locution; (n, v) 
style 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy 

pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft 

piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, 
v) keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 
harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
hot 

piety: (n) godliness, devoutness, faith, 
righteousness, holiness, reverence, 
religion, religiousness, piousness, 
sanctity, goodness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sin, profanity, wickedness 

pikes: (n) muskellunges, pickerels, 
family Esocidae 

pilgrim: (n) hadji, passenger, 
journeyer, palmer, traveler, 
wanderer, conventual, monk, 
mendicant, lay brother, hajji 
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pinfold: (n) Penfold, pen, cage 

pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, 
zenith, crown, summit, acme, 
heyday, climax, culmination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, 
bottom, trough 

pinning: (n) pining, pin drafting, 
stemming 

pique: (v) nettle, insult, outrage, 
irritate, fret; (n) grudge, annoyance, 
umbrage, irritation; (n, v) anger, 
spite 

piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, 
irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in 
arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, 
excited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unconcerned 

pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, hurler, 
creamer, container, pail, bucket, 
flagon, tankard 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully 

pittance: (n) mite, meed, alimony, 
chicken feed, a few, donation, a 
smidgen, a little bit, driblet, trifle, 
payment 

pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 
pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary 

placid: (adj) calm, composed, 
easygoing, equable, gentle, quiet, 
pacific, tranquil, cool, peaceable; (adj, 
v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, energetic, stormy, frenetic, 
excitable, agitated, unstable, 
bothered, harsh, boisterous 

plagued: (adj) overrun, inundated, 
snowed under, beleaguered, 
weighed down, obsessed, besieged, 
beset, overwhelmed 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
lamentable 

plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch 

planking: (n) sheathing, wooden 
planking, side plating, plating, 
manual labour, manual labor, hull 
plating, bottom, hull planking 

plastered: (adj) drunk, tight, 
intoxicated, pixilated, loaded, 
soaked, sloshed, smashed, wet, 
inebriated, pissed 

plat: (n, v) plait, plot; (v) braid, 
diagram, mat, twill; (n) plan, chart, 
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lot, model, contrivance 

platter: (n) disk, record, disc, tray, 
trencher, phonograph record, 
phonograph recording, porringer, 
potager; (adj) table, tablet 

playfellow: (n) fellow, associate, pal, 
familiar, comrade, companion, 
buddy, playfere, chum, friend 

playful: (adj) frisky, humorous, 
kittenish, mischievous, skittish, 
impish, naughty, merry, 
lighthearted, frivolous, frolicsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, lethargic, 
solemn, staid, subdued, heavy 

pledging: (n) marriage 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge 

plumage: (n) feather, plume, 
feathering, quill, aftershaft, alula, 
marabou, finery, animal material; 
(adj) plumosity, alular 

plume: (n) feather, plumage, quill, 
panache, aigrette, crest, feathering; 
(v) pride, pluck, dress, preen 

plumed: (adj) plumate, crested, 
emplumed, plumy, plumose, 
decorated, flying, feathery 

plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) 
despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
depredation 

plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 
raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 
fleeced, ransacked 

plundering: (n) rape, pillage, 
depredation, despoliation, rapine, 
spoliation, despoilment, plunder, 
looting; (adj) predatory, marauding 

plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, 
pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, 
low, plummeting; (n) descent 

poached: (adj) boiled, stewed 

politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, 
judicious, circumspect, shrewd, 
prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, 
cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
injudicious, unwise, impolitic, 
foolish 

polluting: (n) contamination, 
pollution; (adj) polluted, infectious; 
(v) begrime 

pommel: (v) beat, pummel, defeat, 
biff, club, drub, bang, batter, maul; 
(n) saddlebow; (adj) bullet 

pomp: (n) grandeur, parade, 
ostentation, show, ceremony, glory, 
luxury, pageantry, magnificence, 
state, splendor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
understatement, modesty 


ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
onerous, burdensome, massive, 
unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard, 
tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 
manageable 

poniard: (n) dagger, bodkin, dirk, 
cutlass, stiletto, stylet, bilbo, Toledo, 
tuck, brand; (v) stab 

populace: (n) multitude, masses, 
inhabitants, public, commonalty, 
mob, crowd, population, nation, 
man, country 

popularly: (adv) currently, 
commonly, prevalently, publicly, 
publically, favoritely, universally, 
stylishly, widespreadly, customarily, 
prevailingly 

portend: (v) foretell, indicate, augur, 
betoken, forecast, foreshadow, bode, 
presage, herald, predict, foreshow 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, 
grandiloquent, sinister, unusual, 
foreboding, astonishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
promising 

posterity: (n) race, descendants, issue, 
offspring, descendant, future, 
generation, progeny, breed, 
descendent, spat 

postern: (n) gate, ostiary, portal, 
porch, wicket, vestibule, trapdoor, 
threshold, back door; (adj, n) rear; 
(adj) side 

posting: (n) post, placard, poster, 
entry, notice, position, transmittal, 
transmission, transmitting, job, 
place 

pottage: (n) broth, skink, consomme, 
drink, mush, pap, paste, sauce, 
suppage, pulp; (v) puree 

pounce: (n) talon; (v) leap, bound, 
dive, descend, swoop, stoop, charge, 
attack, seize; (n, v) jump 

prating: (n) trash, drivel, report; (v) 
click, clack 

prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, gab, 
jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) chatter, 
prate, palaver; (v) cackle, clack 

preceptor: (n) master, schoolmaster, 
don, pedagogue, instructor, teacher, 
educator, principal, mentor, monitor, 
guide 

preceptory: (n) commandery 

precincts: (n) entourage, arena, 
outskirts, neighbourhood, walk, 
neighborhood, proximity, 
surroundings, vicinity, limitations, 
suburbs 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 


escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop 

precipitate: (adj, n) hasty; (adj, n, v) 
deposit; (adj) impetuous, headlong, 
sudden, immediate, instant, 
precipitant; (n, v) accelerate, 
expedite; (v) hurry. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) overdue, cautious, protracted; 
(v) retard 

precipitating: (adj) down 

precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, 
precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, 
headlong, hasty, sudden, 
precipitant; (adj, v) steep, high. 
ANTONYM: (adj) flat 

preconception: (n) bias, prejudice, 
anticipation, presumption, 
prepossession, partiality, prenotion, 
parti pris, foresight, preconceived 
opinion, preconceived idea. 
ANTONYM: (n) impartiality 

predilection: (n) penchant, 
preference, partiality, inclination, 
bent, weakness, predisposition, 
liking, fondness, bias, taste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
horror 

preeminent: (adj, v) paramount, 
greatest; (adj) distinguished, leading, 
chief, grand, excellent, palmary, 
principal; (v) supereminent, 
supreme. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undistinguished, worst, inferior 

preferment: (n) advancement, 
elevation, priority, preference, 
consecration, induction, institution, 
ordination, holy orders, translation; 
(n, v) promotion. ANTONYM: (n) 
demotion 

prejudiced: (adj) biased, partisan, 
bigoted, jaundiced, interested, 
opinionated, narrow, intolerant, 
colored, inequitable, subjective. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbiased, 
broadminded, balanced, impartial, 
unprejudiced, objective, just, 
tolerant 

prelate: (n) primate, clergyman, high 
priest, archpriest, hierarch, reverend, 
archbishop, minister, diocesan, 
usher, reverence 

prepense: (adj) deliberate, 
premeditated, intentional, 
aforethought, studied, designed, 
witting, considered, forethought; 
(adv) deliberately 

prepossessing: (adj) engaging, 
winning, handsome, appealing, 
lovely, captivating, charming, nice, 
graceful, winsome; (v) inviting 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
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ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible 

presaging: (adj) ominous, 
foreshadowing, portentive, boding, 
oracular, prophetic, foreshowing, 
announcing beforehand 

presentiment: (n) premonition, 
hunch, apprehension, feeling, 
foreboding, anticipation, intuition, 
boding, suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) 
omen 

preserves: (n) conserve, jam, 
chowchow, conserves, jelly, 
marmalade, canned food, confiture, 
European federation of importers of 
dried fruit, preserved food, apple 
butter 

preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, 
command, control, direct, rule, 
moderate, guide, chair, preside over 

presiding: (adj) president, dominant, 
administrative 

presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 
pretentious, confident 

presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, 
audacious, forward, assuming, 
insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
shy, timid, humble, modest 

pretensions: (n) airs, affected manner, 
mannerism 

preternatural: (adj) unearthly, occult, 
outlandish, miraculous, uncanny, 
transcendental, extraordinary, 
abnormal, weird, nonnatural, 
otherworldly 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, 
color, pretence, mask, plea, guise, 
sham, appearance; (n, v) excuse, 
cloak 

prick: (n, v) puncture, stab, cock, 
twinge, spur, bite; (v) impale, pierce, 
needle; (n) Dick, pricking 

pricking: (adj, v) keen, poignant, 
sharp; (v) suffer, smart, penetrating; 
(adj) pointed, piercing, urchin, 
thistly; (n) Peter 

priesthood: (n) ministry, apostleship, 
clericals, profession, the desk, the 
cloth, church government, clerical, 
community, hierarch, presbytery 

priestly: (adj) ministerial, hieratic, 
sacerdotal, priestlike, hieratical, 
religious, theocratic, ecclesiastical; 
(adv) divinely, hieratically, 
theocratically. ANTONYM: (adj) 
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secular 

primeval: (adj) primitive, ancient, 
primordial, aboriginal, primal, 
original, primary, first, primaeval, 
prehistoric, antediluvian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
contemporary, factual 

primogeniture: (n) lineage, line, 
ultimogeniture, straight descent, 
sonship, primogenitive, heritage, 
inheritance; (adj) eldership, seniority 

princely: (adj, v) August, grand, great, 
lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) 
generous, munificent, majestic, 
magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ungenerous 

proclaim: (v) declare, assert, 
advertise, broadcast, promulgate, 
enunciate, herald, decree, divulge, 
notify, annunciate 

proclaiming: (adj) predicating, 
predicant, declaring, affirming, 
oracular, hence 

proclamation: (n) announcement, 
decree, edict, annunciation, notice, 
statement, promulgation, report, 
publication, manifesto, propagation 

procrastinating: (adj) delaying, tardy, 
loitering, delinquent, backward, 
lazy, inactive, behindhand, slow; (n) 
dalliance 

procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, 
win, gain, have, purchase, induce, 
derive, find. ANTONYM: (v) give 

procuring: (v) procure 

prodigal: (adj) extravagant, 
improvident, generous, lavish, 
wasteful, excessive, exuberant, 
liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) 
profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
economical, cautious 

profanation: (n) blasphemy, sacrilege, 
violation, outrage, abuse, 
prostitution, curse, pollution, 
violence, dissent; (adj) profanity 

profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 
defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 
unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious, 
reverent 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, 
feigned, so-called, purported 

proffer: (n, v) bid; (v) give, present, 
advance, extend, propose, provide, 
submit; (n) overture, proposition, 
suggestion. ANTONYM: (v) refuse 

profligacy: (n) debauchery, 
dissipation, licentiousness, 
prodigality, dissolution, depravity, 
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debauch, corruption, improvidence, 
dissoluteness, vice. ANTONYMS: 
(n) economy, decency, parsimony 

profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 
corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n) 
prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical, 
parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent 

profuse: (adj, n) generous, liberal; 
(adj) plentiful, ample, copious, 
lavish, bounteous, exuberant, 
excessive, full, prodigal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, meager, 
thin, scanty, restrained, unhealthy, 
small 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 
prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity 

prohibit: (n, v) prevent, bar, hinder; 
(v) forbid, enjoin, exclude, disallow, 
outlaw, preclude, ban, veto. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, authorize, 
include, entitle, assist 

projecting: (adj) projected, 
protruding, jutting, protrusive, 
pendent; (adj, v) overhanging, 
jutting over, salient; (v) beetling, 
protuberant, convex 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, 
cancel, curtail, quit 

promiscuous: (adj, v) miscellaneous; 
(adj) mixed, random, confused, 
loose, wanton, disorderly, licentious, 
light, easy, heterogeneous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, pure, 
chaste 

promptitude: (n) expedition, speed, 
readiness, promptness, velocity, 
haste, agility, rapidity, celerity, 
hurry, dispatch 

propitiate: (v) pacify, mollify, 
appease, placate, assuage, atone, 
compose, calm, allay, becalm; (adj, 
v) reconcile 

proportioned: (adj) attemperate, 
shapely, regular, properly adapted, 
even, balanced. ANTONYM: (adj) 
asymmetrical 

propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 
correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 


Ivanhoe 


unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency 

proselyte: (n, v) convert; (n) disciple, 
follower, apostle, believer, neophyte, 
novice, recruit, layman; (v) 
proselytize, persuade 

prostrate: (adj, v) prone, exhaust, 
level, fatigue; (v) fell, overwhelm, 
overcome, floor, overthrow; (adj) 
deject, knock down. ANTONYM: 
(adj) upright 

provender: (n) provisions, food, 
nourishment, pasturage, victuals, 
viands, sustenance, commissariat, 
cud, eatage; (n, v) nurture 

proverb: (n) adage, byword, 
aphorism, dictum, saying, axiom, 
parable, motto, expression; (n, v) 
maxim, saw 

proverbial: (adj) axiomatic, 
hackneyed saying, common saying, 
notorious, famed, legendary, 
famous, common, true saying, trite 
saying, recognizable 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

provoker: (n) instigant, firebrand, 
inciter, bad hat, invader, initiator, 
ringleader, brand, attacker, assailant, 
agent provocateur 

provoking: (adj) provocative, 
annoying, aggravating, galling, 
maddening, vexatious, agitative, 
tempting, agitating; (adj, v) irritating, 
insulting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conciliatory, courteous, satisfying 

provost: (n) burgomaster, chancellor, 
magistrate, prefect, archon, syndic, 
rector, warden, lieutenant, academic 
administrator, consul 

prowess: (n) bravery, valor, art, 
heroism, proficiency, mastery, 
expertise, gallantry, intrepidity, 
chivalry, skill. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, ineptitude 

prudence: (n) foresight, economy, 
frugality, caution, care, forethought, 
providence, circumspection, 
judgment, deliberation; (adj, n) 
wisdom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imprudence, profligacy, generosity, 
hindsight, recklessness, 
extravagance 

prudential: (adj) discreet, economical 

prudently: (adv) wisely, cautiously, 
judiciously, discreetly, shrewdly, 
sparingly, charily, sagaciously, 
warily, frugally, circumspectly. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) recklessly, 
imprudently, extravagantly, 
generously, indiscreetly, 
immaturely, stupidly 

prying: (adj) inquisitive, meddlesome, 
nosy, inquiring, nosey, intrusive, 
busy, snoopy; (n) nosiness, curiosity; 
(adj, n) meddling. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) apathetic; (n) apathy 

psalm: (n) hymn, chant, psalmody, 
anthem, song, Salm; (v) sing 

pseudo: (adj, n) fake, phony; (adj, v) 
mock; (adj) false, artificial, bogus, 
imitation, imitative; (adj, n, v) sham; 
(n) pseud, phoney 

puffed: (adj) puff, bloated, distended, 
puffy, tumid, turgid, swell, 
breathless, bepuffed, overflowing, 
out of breath 

puissant: (adj) powerful, mighty, 
forcible, hard, robust, vigorous, 
strong, stout, efficacious, 
adamantine, cogent 

punctilio: (n) nicety, etiquette, 
punctiliousness, detail, characteristic, 
delicacy, honoring, aim, instant, 
item, moment 

punishable: (adj) culpable, guilty, 
criminal, corrective, chastisable, 
corrigible, liable to penalty, liable to 
punishment, deserving chastisement, 
docile, illegal 

punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, 
labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
undemanding 

purgatory: (n) limbo, abyss, 
purgation, hell, situation, imaginary 
place, living death, punishment, 
Gehenna, grief 

purge: (v) clean, expurgate, eradicate, 
clear, scour, remove, purify, make 
clean, liquidate; (n) catharsis, 
purification. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
binge; (v) rehabilitate, castigate 

purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure, 
cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
pured 

purify: (adj, v) clear, cleanse; (v) 
purge, disinfect, refine, distill, 
sanctify, clarify, depurate, lustrate, 
chasten. ANTONYMS: (v) pollute, 
dilute, soil, cloud, desecrate 

purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) intent, 
drift, intention, meaning, end, effect, 
design; (v) mean, propose 

purposed: (adj, v) intended; (adj) 
deliberate, designed, forcible, 
betrothed, made tense, extended, 
undesigned; (v) free, not accidental, 
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pursy: (v) obese, puffy, oedematous; 
(adj) out of breath, panting, blown, 
gasping, pursive, winded, pussy, 
breathless 

purvey: (v) cater, furnish, provide, 
victual, supply, find, store, render, 
accommodate, deliver, get 

puzzling: (adj) enigmatic, confusing, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
cryptic, obscure, knotty, enigmatical, 
complicated, ambiguous, abstruse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
straightforward, explicable, 
comprehensible, enlightening 

quaff: (v) drink, gulp, swig, guzzle, 
drain, sup, sip, swill, swallow, 
carouse; (n) potation 

quaint: (adj) odd, funny, picturesque, 
comical, fanciful, curious, whimsical, 
strange, queer, peculiar, droll. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
ordinary, dull 

quaintly: (adv) unusually, oddly, 
curiously, weirdly, singularly, 
peculiarly, queerly, strangely, 
outlandishly, charmingly, pleasingly 

quaker: (n) trembler, Jovinianist, 
friend, Familist, earthquake, 
champion, booster, Broadbrim, 
acquaintance, admirer, ally 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in 
dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension 

quartered: (n) quartering, quarters 

quarts: (n) quart 

quean: (n) jade, Trull, bitch, drab, 
hussy, minx, girl, slut, trollop, rig, 
demirep 

quell: (adj, v) appease, pacify, calm; 
(v) overpower, crush, allay, put 
down, suppress, conquer, defeat, 
quash. ANTONYMS: (v) prompt, 
submit, resist, aggravate, incite 

quelling: (n) crushing, suppression, 
stifling, quell, forceful prevention, 
inhibition, curtailment, 
appeasement, bar, prevention 

quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
light 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out 

quieting: (n) appeasement 

quittance: (n) payment, absolution, 
acquittance, remission, indemnity, 
recompense, repayment, excuse, 
compensation, receipt; (v) quit 
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quitting: (n) departure, resignation 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

quod: (n) bilboes, Bastille, prison, 
stocks 

quondam: (adj) former, late, pristine, 
previous, old, past, bygone, 
prevenient; (adv) once, sometime; 
(n) whilom 

quoth: (v) quod 

rabbi: (n) priest, rabbin, chaplain 

rabble: (n) crowd, masses, trash, herd, 
canaille, people, rout, ragtag, horde, 
gang, riffraff 

racking: (v) corroding, consuming, 
cutting, searching; (adj) agonizing, 
piercing, acute, grueling, harrowing, 
painful; (n) grinding 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
wad 

rafter: (n) balk, girder, timber, 
raftsman, joist, baulk, summer, trave, 
Travis, transom, lintel 

raillery: (n) mockery, joke, irony, 
quiz, persiflage, derision, ridicule, 
pleasantry, tease, jest, badinage 

raiment: (n, v) dress, garb, apparel, 
garment, clothes; (n) costume, attire, 
clothing, array, habit; (v) clothe 

ramparts: (n) rampart, fortification 

ranger: (n) keeper, rover, forest fire 
fighter, fire warden, custos, 
inspector, husband, custodian, 
wanderer, warder, turnkey 

ransack: (v) loot, pillage, seek, 
despoil, comb, rifle, rake, raid, sack, 
pry, foray 

rant: (n, v) harangue, rave, spout, 
rage, fume; (adj, v) jabber; (v) 
declaim, mouth, bluster; (n) 
bombast; (adj, n) fustian 

rapacious: (adj) avid, voracious, 
predatory, edacious, acquisitive, 
ravenous, gluttonous, ferocious, 
raptorial; (adj, v) covetous, 
avaricious 

rapacity: (adj, n) greed, avarice; (n) 
cupidity, edacity, covetousness, 
rapaciousness, esurience, extortion, 
gluttony, voracity; (adj) avidity 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, 
velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: 


613 


(n) tardiness 

rapine: (n) rape, plunder, pillage, 
brigandage, robbery, pillaging, 
despoliation, rapacity, raven, 
despoilment; (v) razzia 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, 
v) passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair 

rascal: (n) villain, rapscallion, 
monkey, miscreant, knave, 
scoundrel, scamp, rogue, varlet, 
vagabond, brat 

rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong; 
(adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, 
impetuously, imprudently, 
carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
cautiously, deliberately, patiently 

raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, 
harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) 
black, jet; (n, v) gorge 

ravening: (adj) rapacious, voracious, 
greedy, ravenous, esurient, 
predatory, vulturine, vulturous, 
raptorial, edacious, famished 

reanimate: (v) revive, invigorate, 
enliven, regenerate, revivify, 
quicken, animate, renew, restore, 
resurrect; (adj, v) refresh 

reanimated: (adj) animated, alive 

reappearance: (n) emersion, 
recurrence, repetition, resurrection, 
homecoming, reanimation, 
comeback, egress, restoration, 
revival, reproduction 

rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, 
mutinous, disaffected, defiant, 
disobedient, contrary, contumacious, 
insurgent, stubborn, unruly, 
malcontent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
docile, conventional, obedient, 
conformist, content, conforming, 
cooperative, loyal, meek, submissive, 
obliging 

rebuff: (n, v) snub, check, cut; (v) 
reject, ignore, decline, repel; (n) 
denial, defeat, rebuke, rejection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
approval, agreement; (v) welcome, 
acknowledge, agree 

rebuke: (n, v) reprimand, rebuff, 
reproach, chide, blame, reproof, 
lecture, check; (v) castigate, berate; 
(n) admonition. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
praise, compliment; (v) commend, 
acknowledge, approve; (n) approval 
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recant: (v) forswear, renounce, abjure, 
deny, disclaim, disown, recall, back 
down, repudiate, reject, disavow 

recede: (v) decline, withdraw, retire, 
fall back, diminish, retreat, abate, 
give, draw back, decrease, lose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approach, gain, 
proceed, surge, stay, increase, 
appear, level 

receding: (n) disappearance, fadeout, 
recession, niche; (adj) moving back, 
low, hairless, balding, going out, 
recessive, retiring 

recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, 
holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, 
alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v) 
break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation 

recesses: (n) penetralia, bowels, 
inside 

reck: (v) wreak, retch, recche, heed 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation 

reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 
claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard 

recluse: (n) hermit, anchoret, solitary, 
ascetic, eremite, loner, troglodyte; 
(adj) reclusive, secluded, cloistered, 
withdrawn. ANTONYM: (n) native 

recoil: (n, v) rebound, kick, bounce, 
shrink; (n) reaction, repercussion, 
backlash; (v) bound, cringe, flinch, 
quail 

recollect: (v) recall, remember, 
recognize, call to mind, remind, 
mind, think, call up, reminisce, 
refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) 
forget 

recollecting: (n) recollection 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty 

reconnoitre: (v) explore, scout, 
reconaissance, investigate, examine, 
inspect, probe, survey, observe, 
make a reconnaissance 

reconnoitring: (n) exploratory survey, 
scouting 

recounting: (n) narration, relation, 
recital, narrative, tale, story, 
notification, practice, recitation, 
relating, unfolding 
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recreant: (adj, n) coward, renegade, 
poltroon; (adj, adv) cowardly; (n) 
apostate, deserter; (adj) disloyal, 
faithless, scary, fearful, dastard 

recrimination: (n) accusation, 
incrimination, accrimination, accusal, 
blame 

rectitude: (adj, n) justice, honesty, 
equity; (n) integrity, veracity, virtue, 
uprightness, morality, purity, 
propriety; (adj) fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) immorality, 
incorrectness, wickedness 

recumbent: (adj) prostrate, 
accumbent, lying, reclining, flat, 
procumbent, lying down, horizontal, 
prone, incumbent, idle 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease 

recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 
cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irregular, intermittent, 
spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed 

red-hot: (adj) impassioned, flaming, 
burning, fiery, incandescent, torrid, 
enthusiastic, boiling, up-to-date, 
sultry, contemporary 

redoubted: (adj) bold, stalworth, 
brave, eminent, noted, renowned, 
reputable, respectable, daring 

redresser: (n) correction, 
indemnification, amendment 

reel: (n, v) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, 
stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (n) 
bobbin, spool 

reeve: (n) ruler, ruff, greeve; (v) pass 
through 

refection: (n) dinner, collation, repast, 
refreshment; (v) refocillation, 
regalement, repair 

refectory: (n) restaurant, dining room, 
canteen, hall, mess hall, mess, eatery, 
cafeteria 

refractory: (adj) disobedient, 
obstinate, perverse, recalcitrant, 
stubborn, fractious, contumacious, 
headstrong, unruly, wayward, 
restive 

refraining: (n) forbearance, 
abstaining, austerity, denial, 
mildness, abstention, no vote, 
nonparticipation, lenity; (adj) 
austere 


refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; 
(adj) refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exhaust, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, 
kill 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, 
energizing, overbold, energising, 
clean. ANTONYM: (adj) tired 

refute: (v) confute, contradict, 
controvert, oppose, disprove, rebut, 
deny, invalidate, negate, gainsay; (n, 
v) answer. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 
prove, avow, confirm, corroborate 

regrets: (n) regret, declination, RSVP 
regrets only, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, celestial latitude, 
excuse, Dec 

rehearsed: (adj) prepared 

reigning: (adj) regnant, predominant, 
overruling, reign, sovereign, 
controlling, royal, dominant, 
ascendant, prevalent, chief 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, 
happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, 
elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) 
rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. 
ANTONYM: (n) sadness 

rekindle: (v) revive, refresh, 
revitalize, reinforce, rejuvenate, 
relume, relumine, renew, renovate, 
restore, stimulate 

relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; 
(n) recidivism, recurrence, 
regression, deterioration; (v) 
backslide, revert, recur, deteriorate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, recover, 
progress; (n) improvement, recovery, 
regeneration 

relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, 
remainder, remains, antique, relict, 
vestige, remnant 

relieving: (adj) pertinent, comforting, 
applicable; (n) encouragement 

relinquish: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
leave, cede, quit, renounce, give up, 
discard, disclaim, yield, desert. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, accept, 
continue, enforce, acquire 

relinquished: (adj) forsaken, deserted, 
derelict, unoccupied, given, 
surrendered 

reliquary: (n) casket, desk, caisson, 


pix, pyx, chest, box, bureau, coffer, 
case, container 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 
residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub 

remonstrance: (n) protest, 
expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
censure, remonstration, 
reprehension, admonition, 
monstrance, mediation, dehortation 

remonstrate: (v) argue, complain, 
expostulate, object, protest, rebuke, 
dissuade, chide, scold, dispute, 
warn. ANTONYM: (v) agree 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

remunerated: (adj) compensated, 
salaried, compensable, stipendiary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unpaid 

rencounter: (n, v) encounter; (n) 
meeting, conflict, appulse, syzygy, 
engagement, combat, fight, contest, 
collision, assault 

rend: (v) pull, lacerate, break, divide, 
rive, tear, disrupt, mangle; (n, v) rip, 
split, slash 

rending: (adj) ripping, excruciating, 
cacophonous, cacophonic; (v) 
harrowing; (n) division, outbreak 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist 

renown: (n, v) fame; (n) glory, 
distinction, eminence, notoriety, 
kudos, name, popularity, prestige, 
prominence, honor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) infamy, commonness; (adj) 
anonymity 

repast: (n) feast, food, banquet, 
dinner, lunch, refection, collation, 
luncheon, spread, potluck, eating 

repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm, 
welcome, incline, yield, please, 
delight 
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repelling: (adj) offensive, repellant, 
repellent, loathsome, disgusting, 
repel, severe, repulsion, powerful, 
wicked, yucky 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repentance: (n) contrition, penance, 
remorse, regret, compunction, 
sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, 
attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shamelessness, brazenness 

repetitions: (n) iteration, reiteration, 
iterance 

repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, 
quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, 
languish, whine, lament; (n) sink 

repining: (n) regret, plaintive, 
lamenting, mourning, grief, 
mournful; (v) taking on; (adj) 
regretful 

replying: (adj) respondent, 
responsive 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

reprehension: (n) admonition, 
censure, reproach, reprimand, 
blame, reproof, objurgation, 
castigation, chastisement, monition, 
admonishment 

repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 
control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) declare, liberate, 
incite 

repressed: (adj) inhibited, suppressed, 
pent-up, forgotten, subconscious, 
inner, composed, reserved, 
unconscious 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, charge, 
abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproachful: (adj, v) condemnatory, 
disparaging, vituperative; (adj) 
admonitory, opprobrious, 
disgraceful, shameful, reproving, 
objurgatory, contumelious; (v) 
denunciatory 

reprobation: (n) disapproval, 
condemnation, blame, reproof, 
expostulation, remonstrance, 
censure; (adj) hardening, 
backsliding, perversion, declension 

reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure, 
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rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
admonition, reprehension, blame, 
condemnation, objurgation, 
castigation 

repugnance: (n) horror, hatred, 
antipathy, inconsistency, repulsion, 
nausea, revulsion, loathing, 
detestation, aversion, hate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasantness, love, 
attractiveness, adoration, liking 

repugnant: (adj) abominable, 
abhorrent, odious, hateful, 
loathsome, ugly, adverse, obscene, 
offensive; (adj, v) repulsive; (adj, n) 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, agreeable, desirable, 
lovable, nice, delightful 

repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) repel, 
nauseate, disgust, drive back, revolt, 
reject, refuse, beat back; (n) refusal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, accept, 
delight, yield, please; (n, v) welcome 

repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 
ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 
lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
laudable 

repute: (n, v) reputation, report, 
esteem, respect, honor; (n) name, 
character, celebrity, standing; (v) 
count, regard as 

requiem: (n) lament, elegy, 
epicedium, threnody, song, funeral 
song, lamentation, plaint; (adj, n) 
coronach; (adj) nenia, deep death 
song 

requisite: (n) need, necessity, 
requirement, must; (adj, n) 
necessary, prerequisite; (adj) 
required, mandatory, needful, 
compulsory, obligatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) voluntary, 
optional, dispensable; (n) inessential, 
luxury 

requital: (n) amends, recompense, 
retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, 
pay; (n, v) guerdon 

requite: (adj, v) pay, gratify, satisfy; 
(v) recompense, reciprocate, 
compensate, reward, remunerate, 
reimburse, return, refund 

resentful: (adj) angry, indignant, 
malicious, resent, embittered, 
rancorous, envious, jealous, 
offended, hurt, mad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) resigned, unresentful, willing, 
sweet, pleased 

residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, 
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permanently fixed, placed, 
residential, located 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
undecided 

respectful: (adj) deferential, 
mannerly, dutiful, courteous, 
attentive, obedient, reverential, 
regardful, reverent, polite, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheeky, 
impudent, insolent, rude, 
contemptuous, disobedient, scornful, 
nasty, sneering, irreverent, impolite 

respectfully: (adv) reverentially, 
reverently, politely, courteously, 
civilly, attentively, graciously, 
submissively, obsequiously, 
admiringly, regardfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impudently, 
contemptuously, disdainfully, 
rudely, insolently, audaciously, 
sneeringly, nastily, irreverently, 
disobediently, arrogantly 

respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving 

restitution: (n) restoration, return, 
reparation, recompense, refund, 
amends, redress, atonement, 
repayment, regeneration, renovation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) abolition, decline 

restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, 
jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 
restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
patient 

restraining: (adj) binding, astringent, 
warning, abstemious, continuous, 
moderate, not interrupted, 
obligatory, opposing; (n) arrest, 
penning 

resuscitation: (n) revival, resurrection, 
resurgence, reanimation, 
revitalisation, revitalization, 
reviction, revivification, recovery, 
reappearance 

retainers: (n) entourage, suite 

retard: (adj, v) hinder, check, obstruct, 
deaden; (v) slow, detain, impede, 
arrest, decelerate; (n, v) lag, defer. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) expedite, hasten, 
prompt 

retinue: (n) court, entourage, 
following, suite, cortege, escort, 
company, equipage; (n, v) train, 
attendance; (v) attendants 

retort: (n, v) answer, return, riposte; 
(n) response, rejoinder, repartee, 
comeback; (v) respond, repay, rejoin, 
alembic 

retrace: (v) recollect, recall, trace, 
etymologize, recognize, construct, 
call up, bethink oneself, speculate; 
(n, v) reconsider; (n) flyback 

retract: (v) abjure, rescind, cancel, 
renounce, repudiate, forswear, 
repeal, recoil, reverse, revoke, recall. 
ANTONYMS: (v) maintain, validate, 
enact 

retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 
back 

retrograde: (adj) regressive, 
backward, retral, deteriorating; (v) 
retreat, fall back, retire, regress, 
decline, lapse, revert. ANTONYMS: 
(v) progress; (adj) direct 

reunite: (v) reunify, unify, unite, 
merge, meet, gather, rejoin, integrate, 
rally, conciliate, assemble. 
ANTONYM: (v) split 

revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 
exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
mourning 

revelry: (adj, n) revels; (n) 
debauchery, festivity, orgy, 
merriment, revel, carnival, mirth, 
gaiety, carousal, jollification 

revels: (adj) carousing; (n) festivities, 
partying 

revengeful: (adj) vengeful, vindictive, 
punitive, unforgiving, vindicative, 
resentful, despiteful, spiteful, 
implacable, rancorous, vengeable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) charitable 

revered: (adj) August, sacred, 
esteemed, venerated, respected, 
beloved, holy, venerable, blessed, 
celebrated, honored. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) secular, disreputable 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 
brown study, revery, trance, 
abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
the air; (adj) preoccupation, 


distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality 

revile: (v) abuse, rail, vilify, reproach, 
taunt, vituperate, attack, denounce; 
(n, v) malign; (adj, v) profane, 
blaspheme. ANTONYM: (v) praise 

reviling: (adj) opprobrious, insolent, 
reproachful, insulting, scurrilous; (n, 
v) revile, abuse, dishonor; (v) 
abusive language; (n) calumny, 
censure 

revisit: (v) go back, get back, frequent, 
come back, review, revise, flood 
back, return to, go home, hang 
around in, have a second look at. 
ANTONYM: (v) depart 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing 

revolved: (adj) disgusted 

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, 
wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve 

rheum: (adj) juice, humor, gravy, 
lymph, blood, sanies, serosity, 
serum, sap; (n) genus rheum, saliva 

rhyme: (n) poetry, verse, poem, song, 
alliteration, numbers, rhythm; (n, v) 
rime, measure; (v) poetize, versify 

ridding: (n) expulsion, removal, 
clearout, elimination 

ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, 
banter, insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) 
derision, mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) 
jeer. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
respect; (v) approve; (n) approval, 
admiration 

rifling: (n) grooving, internal thread 
broaching, shaping, formation 

rightfully: (adv) lawfully, 
legitimately, legally, justifiably, duly, 
correctly, properly, deservedly, 
righteously, fairly, rightly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unduly 

rigour: (n) hardship, hardness, 
grimness, rigidity, strict, rigor, 
rigorousness, asperity, cruelty, 
acrimony, severity 

rinse: (n, v) clean, tint; (v) cleanse, 
flush, gargle, bathe, launder, lave, to 
rinse; (adj, v) swab; (n) rinsing. 
ANTONYM: (v) soil 

rivet: (v) focus, concentrate, clinch, 
fascinate, center, absorb, engross, 
enthrall; (adj) nail, pin, clamp 

riveted: (adj) immovable, immobile, 
irremovable, rooted, wrapped up, 
intent; (v) wrapped in, engrossed in, 
rapt, absorbed, transfixed. 


ANTONYM: (adj) detached 

rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, 
brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, runnel, 
watercourse, gill, river 

roam: (adj, v) stray; (v) wander, 
gallivant, meander, range, gad, walk, 
drift, tramp, journey, stroll. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rush, settle 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 

robber: (n) highwayman, bandit, 
mugger, outlaw, plunderer, pillager, 
burglar, pirate, crook, filcher, spoiler 

robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft 

roguery: (n) rascality, 
mischievousness, devilment, devilry, 
shenanigan, roguishness, deviltry, 
maleficence, swindle, impishness; 
(adj) knavery 

rollo: (n) Hrolf 

romish: (adj) popish, papist, 
Romanist, papistical, papistic, 
Roman Catholic, Protestant 

rood: (n) crucifix, cross, reliquary, 
host, beads, relics, thurible, pyx; (n, 
v) pole; (v) yard, palm 

rosary: (n) beads, relics, chaplet, 
thurible, bead, string of beads, 
garland, censer, cross, Agnus Dei, 
crucifix 

rote: (n) routine, rut, repetition, 
groove, memorization, method, rote 
learning, grind, formula 

rough-hewn: (adj) rugged, rough, 
crude, rude 

roundelay: (n) idyl, sonnet, pastoral, 
lyric, epopee, epode, eclogue, 
dithyramb, bucolic, Anacreontic, 
ode 

roundly: (adv) bluntly, fully, 
roundedly, wholly, bluffly, 
spherically, plumply, entirely, 
round, completely, globularly 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

rout: (adj, n, v) defeat; (n, v) 
discomfiture, overthrow, discomfit; 
(v) conquer, overpower, overcome, 
crush, beat, overwhelm; (n) flight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, surrender 

roving: (adj, v) itinerant, Peripatetic, 
ambulatory; (v) roam; (adj, n) 
wandering; (adj) rambling, mobile, 
migratory, peregrine, unsettled, 
vagabond 
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ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy, 
flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently 

ruffian: (n) rowdy, rascal, hooligan, 
bully, brute, hoodlum, tough, 
miscreant, villain, rogue, roughneck 

ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious, 
deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless 

rump: (n) rear, buttocks, bottom, tail, 
posterior, backside, haunch, 
hindquarters, croup, can, arse 

runagate: (n) fugitive, rip, scapegrace, 
scamp, anarchist, brawler, 
demagogue; (adj) seceder, 
secessionist 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge 

runlet: (n) streamlet, brook, rundel, 
circle 

rupture: (n, v) fracture, crack, tear, 
split, burst; (n) rift, rent, hernia, 
interruption, breach, breakage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) repair, unity; (n, 
v) mend 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses 

russet: (adj, n) auburn; (adj) tan, dun, 
drab, leaden, livid, pearly, dingy, 
brunette, bay, russety 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
town, urbane, cultured, city, 
sophisticated 

rusticity: (n) inurbanity, gaucherie, 
stiffness, simplicity, faux pas, gaffe, 
coarseness, clumsiness, 
gracelessness; (adj) low life, mauvais 
ton 

rutted: (adj) uneven, not smooth, 
lined, jagged, irregular, rough, 
furrowed, crumpled, potholed, not 
level, bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
level 

sable: (adj) black, dark, dusky, 
sombre, murky, mournful; (n) ebony, 
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fur, blackness, marten, pitch black 

sabre: (n) cavalry sword, scimitar, 
sword, blade, fencing sword, knife; 
(v) injure 

sackcloth: (n) bagging, bag cloth, 
sacking, cloth, garment 

sacrilege: (n) profanity, profanation, 
violation, curse, defilement, 
sacrilegiousness, impiety, vulgarity; 
(adj, n) blasphemy, desecration; (v) 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) piety, 
respectfulness, reverence, 
consecration 

sacrilegious: (adj) blasphemous, 
impious, disrespectful, heretical, 
irreligious, ungodly, godless, 
hardened, heterodox, wicked; (adj, 
v) irreverent. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pious 

sacristan: (n) sexton, beadle, verger, 
almoner, sacrist, Anne sexton, 
caretaker, church officer, Suisse 

saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) 
satisfied 

safe-conduct: (n) pass, passage, 
permit 

sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense 

sagacity: (n, v) discernment, 
judgment, penetration; (n) 
judiciousness, sense, prudence, 
gumption, acumen, perspicacity; 
(adj, n) discretion, wisdom. 
ANTONYM: (n) foolishness 

sage: (adj) sagacious, discerning, 
intelligent, prudent, judicious, 
learned, profound, knowing; (adj, v) 
grave; (n) philosopher, scholar 

sainted: (adj) saintlike, holy, beatific, 
angelical, angelic, sacred, cherubic, 
good 

salted: (adj) salty, corned, saline; (n) 
salt grass, lustful, lecherous, leap, 
flavor, corrective, saltcellar, bitter 

salutary: (adj) beneficial, salubrious, 
good, healthful, healthy, wholesome, 
helpful, curative, benign, useful, 
advantageous 

salutation: (n, v) salute; (n) reception, 
hail, hello, welcome, address, 
compliment, hullo, recognition, 
interpellation, pax 

salutations: (n) respects 

sameness: (n) equality, resemblance, 
monotony, similarity, identicalness, 
parity, unvariedness, oneness, 
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likeness, dullness, tedium. 
ANTONYMS: (n) variety, variation, 
uniqueness, inconsistency, contrast, 
variability 

sanctified: (adj) consecrated, sacred, 
blessed, holy, divine, justified, 
elected, adopted, unearthly, 
consecrate, dedicated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) secular 

sanctity: (n) sanctitude, godliness, 
sacredness, devotion, piety, 
saintliness, purity, halidom, 
sanctimony, religion, innocence. 
ANTONYM: (n) unholiness 

sanctus: (n) Ave Maria 

sandal: (n) shoe, boot, pump, 
espadrille, pusher, huaraches, 
sandals, sandalwood, galoche, 
goloshes, huarache 

sapless: (adj) feeble, infirm, weakly, 
dry, decrepit, weak, faint, thirsty, 
flat; (v) juiceless, strengthless 

saracenic: (adj) saracenicum, Saracen, 
Saracenical 

sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, 
caustic, bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, pleasant, 
approving, kind, complimentary, 
mild, respectful 

sate: (v) fill, satisfy, glut, satiate, pall, 
saturate, gorge, take, surfeit, content, 
replete 

satiate: (n, v) gorge; (v) sate, cloy, fill, 
pall, cram, satisfy, quench, slake, 
replete, stuff. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, starve, nibble; (adj) 
insatiate 

satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, 
satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, 
fed up, corpulent, disgusted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate 

satire: (n) sarcasm, lampoon, 
mockery, parody, ridicule, 
caricature, burlesque, quip, spoof, 
derision; (v) squib 

saucy: (adj, n) pert; (adj) bold, 
impudent, audacious, insolent, fresh, 
forward, impertinent, flippant, rude, 
brazen. ANTONYM: (adj) respectful 

savour: (n, v) relish; (v) taste, enjoy, 
devour; (n) flavour, flavor, sapidity, 
gusto, piquancy, tang, smack 

savouring: (n) relishing, degustation, 
tasting 

savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, 
appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, 
zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, 
gingery 

saxon: (adj) academical, pure, chaste, 
severe; (n) Englishman, Sassenach, 
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Lowlander 

scalding: (adj) boiling, hot, torrid, 
burning, scorching, broiling, 
blistering, fiery, searing, baking, 
steaming. ANTONYM: (adj) cold 

scaling: (n) measuring, mensuration, 
measure, climb, flaking, escalade, 
furring, grading, scale, incrustation, 
shelling 

scantiness: (n) lack, insufficiency, 
exiguity, dearth, inadequacy, 
deficiency, scantness, meagreness, 
poverty, want, shortage. 
ANTONYM: (n) plethora 

scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong 

scathe: (adj, n, v) damage; (n) 
impairment, detriment, injury, 
disfigurement, defacement; (adj, n) 
hurt; (adj) injure, impair, labefy, 
scath 

sceptre: (n) sovereignty, verge, wand, 
bauble, mace, brink 

schooled: (adj) instructed, tutored, 
expert, sophisticated, full-fledged, 
taught, scholarly 

scimitar: (n) sabre, cutlass, falchion, 
sword, broadsword, cavalry sword, 
knife, scimiter 

scion: (n) offspring, progeny, child, 
descendant, graft, sprout, cutting, 
slip, offshoot, branch, bud. 
ANTONYM: (n) ancestor 

scoffing: (n) scoff, mockery, jeer, 
derision, sibilation, gibe; (adj) 
mocking, derisive, cynical, scoptical, 
jesting 

scorched: (adj) baked, adust, burnt, 
dry, seared, burned, charred, torrid, 
dried out, destroyed, drier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wet, humid 

scorching: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
scalding, baking, broiling, boiling, 
sultry, stifling, torrid; (v) fiery, 
flaming. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
fresh, cool 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, despicable, 
insolent, undesirable, unloved, 
unpopular, mean 

scornfully: (adv) disdainfully, 
disparagingly, haughtily, 
derogatorily, condescendingly, 
contumeliously, sneeringly, 
arrogantly, sarcastically, derisively, 
mockingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
humbly 

scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 


flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
whip 

scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar, 
sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
(adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin 

scrawled: (adj) scribbled, hard to 
decipher, incomprehensible, written, 
unreadable, indecipherable, 
impossible to read 

scrip: (n) scrape, satchel, security, 
pouch, pocket, sack, bag, knapsack, 
poke, sac, provisional share 
certificate 

scripture: (adj, n) gospel; (n) bible, 
book, Holy Writ, canon, writ, 
inscription, writing, Vulgate, fact, 
Holy Scripture 

scrivener: (n) penman, copyist, 
notary, notary public, scribbler, 
transcriber, Augustin Eugene scribe, 
journalist; (v) amanuensis, writer, 
secretary 

scroll: (n, v) roll, list, roller, record; 
(n) curlicue, curl, archive, helix, 
book, whorl; (v) role 

scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, 
pause; (n) hesitation, qualm, 
misgiving, distrust, objection; (n, v) 
mistrust; (v) falter, question 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, 
sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful 

scrupulously: (adv) carefully, 
painstakingly, strictly, meticulously, 
religiously, thoroughly, nicely, 
exactly, fastidiously, particularly, 
accurately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
negligently 

scuffle: (n, v) tussle, fight, scrap, 
struggle, disturbance, encounter; (v) 
grapple, shuffle; (n) melee, scramble, 
fighting 

sculptured: (adj) sculpted, graven, 
modeled, engraved, carved, incised, 
in refief, etched, anaglyptic, shapely, 
carven 

scutcheon: (n) arms, shield, buckler, 
esquire, order, finger plate, a shield, 
protection, protective covering 

scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, 
elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, 
zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap 

seamed: (adj) unsmooth, rough 


seasoning: (n) flavor, flavoring, 
flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, 
salt, zest, sauce, relish, cardamon 

sect: (n) denomination, clan, religion, 
party, order, cult, category, clique, 
class, group, Unit sect 

sedative: (n) depressant, downer, 
tranquilizer, Reseda; (adj) ataractic, 
ataraxic, anodyne, soothing, 
soporific, analgesic; (n, v) sleeping 
pill. ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, 
painful 

seditious: (adj) incendiary, rebellious, 
insurgent, subversive, disloyal, 
insubordinate, mutinous, factious, 
turbulent, lawless, revolutionary 

seduction: (n) allurement, attraction, 
temptation, enticement, lure, 
conquest, persuasion, seducement; 
(adj) fascination, enchantment, 
witchery 

sedulously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, studiously, earnestly, 
attentively, intently, painstakingly, 
perseveringly, laboriously, fixedly, 
eagerly 

seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 
(adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable, 
decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
inappropriate 

seethed: (v) saturated, boiled 

seething: (v) ebullient; (adj) irate, 
raging, enraged, spitting mad, 
beside yourself, teed off, packed; (n) 
ebullition, tumult, digestion 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, 
prehension, taking, apprehension, 
capture, infection; (adj) catching, 
galling, controlling 

self-accusation: (n) regret 

self-conceit: (n) conceit 

self-denial: (n) renunciation, 
abstinence, austerity, restraint, 
temperance 

self-interested: (adj) self-centered, 
egocentric 

selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity 

self-satisfaction: (n) boast, pride 

self-satisfied: (adj) smug, self- 
complacent, self-righteous, 
sanctimonious, proud, 
presumptuous, imperturbable 
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self-willed: (adj) stubborn, wilful, 
wayward, obstinate, headstrong, 
perverse, intractable, masterful, pig- 
headed, wild, deaf 

seneschal: (n) burgomaster, bailiff, 
Corregidor, castellan, factotum, 
warden, servant, shepherd, 
portreeve, retainer, alderman 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile 

sensuality: (n) sensualism, animalism, 
sensualness, lust, carnality, 
concupiscence, animal gratification, 
bodily enjoyment, hedonism, 
sensationalism, debauchery 

sentinel: (n) sentry, lookout, watch, 
watchman, scout, picket, patrol, 
lookout man, guardian, outlook, 
protector 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, 
bier; (v) inter, bury 

sepulture: (n, v) interment, 
inhumation; (n) sepulchre, 
entombment, grave, mausoleum, 
funeral, sepulcher, burial chamber, 
repository, monument 

sequestered: (adj) retired, private, 
lonely, reclusive, cloistered, recluse, 
quiet, withdrawn, monastic, seeking 
solitude, privy 

serenade: (n) divertimento, chivaree, 
cheer, canon, callithump, 
callathump, belling, charivari, song, 
opus; (v) court 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

serf: (n) helot, servant, villein, slave, 
cottier, cotter, bondsman, tike, tyke, 
menial, vassal 

serge: (n) cloth, fabric, material 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
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flimsy, worthless 

servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, 
enslavement, captivity, slavery, 
yoke, vassalage, thrall, easement, 
serfhood, dependency. ANTONYM: 
(n) freedom 

seth: (n) exercise set, circle, hardening, 
lot, readiness, set, bent, band 

sewer: (adj, n) cloaca; (n) channel, 
ditch, gully, dike, culvert, sewerage, 
drainpipe, moat, main; (adj) latrines 

shackle: (n, v) hamper, chain, 
handcuff, gyve, cramp, tether; (v) 
bind, hobble, manacle, confine; (n) 
bond. ANTONYMS: (v) free, 
facilitate, release 

shackles: (n) handcuffs, manacles, 
chains, cuffs, irons; (v) confine 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy 

shambles: (n) disorder, confusion, 
mess, butchery, abattoir, chaos, 
muddle, bedlam, hash, tangle; (n, v) 
slaughterhouse. ANTONYM: (n) 
order 

shameful: (adj) scandalous, 
dishonorable, opprobrious, shocking, 
ignominious, disreputable, 
despicable; (adj, v) foul, base, gross, 
black. ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
noble, dignified, admirable, faultless, 
reputable, glorious, compassionate, 
praiseworthy, commendable, 
excellent 

sharpen: (v) focus, edge, hone, 
intensify, sharp, increase, heighten, 
whet, pare, improve; (n, v) point. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, dull, flatten, 
soften, spoil, blur, quench 

sharpened: (adj) acute, pointed, 
acuate, sharper, better, sensual 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, 
acumen, poignancy, pungency, 
quickness, perspicacity; (adj, n) 
roughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dullness, haziness, softness, 
slowness, indistinctness, gentleness, 
evenness, courtesy, blandness, 
stupidity, kindness 

shaveling: (n) boy, shorling 

shaven: (adj) bald, clipped, tonsured, 
not, smooth, hairless 

sheathed: (adj) invaginated, enclosed. 
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ANTONYM: (adj) unsheathed 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

sheepfold: (n) sheepcote, sheep pen, 
pen, bend, congregation, crease, 
crimp, faithful, folding, pew; (v) 
range 

shekel: (n) dollar, sicle 

shekels: (n) dough, moolah, kale, 
bread, cabbage, gelt, pelf, loot, 
dinero, wampum, cash 

sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
protection, motherly; (n) housing 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; 
(v) defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) 
hulk, accident, wreckage, wrack, 
ruination 

shivers: (n) cold, jitters 

shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, 
multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, 
drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) 
superficial 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced 

shorn: (adj) sheared, hairless, bald, 
stubbed, Shearn, Sheard, shear, 
clipped, not, Nott, shaven 

shrewdly: (adv) sagaciously, smartly, 
brightly, sharply, craftily, cunningly, 
perceptively, cleverly, artfully, 
cannily, wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, innocently, ineptly, 
naively 

shrewdness: (n) craftiness, 
perspicacity, astuteness, gumption, 
ingenuity, foxiness, craft, cunning, 
cleverness, sharpness, sagacity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, 
ingenuousness, ineptness 

shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 
howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh 

shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, quiet, 
resonant 

shrinking: (n) contraction, recoil, 
reduction, decrease, condensation; 
(n, v) lessening; (adj) timid, fearful, 
shy, bashful; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) confident 

shrive: (v) confess, absolve, repair, 
ransom, redeem, purge, reclaim, 
stand in a white sheet, profess, 
acknowledge, administer holy 
penance 
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shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer 

shroud: (adj, n, v) cover; (n, v) cloak, 
hide, conceal; (adj, n) shelter; (v) 
shield, envelop, enshroud; (n) 
covering, mantle, pall. ANTONYM: 
(v) disclose 

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a 
veil, unseen, ulterior, masked, 
enclosed, misty 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) 
cold sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, 
shaky, jumpy, quaking, shivery, 
bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 
shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 
evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 
laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication 

shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, dodge, 
flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, banish, 
parry; (adj, v) eschew. ANTONYMS: 
(v) befriend, invite, seek, welcome, 
woo, court, participate, include 

shuttlecock: (n) badminton, 
battledore and shuttlecock, bird, 
birdie, razzing, raspberry, hoot, hiss, 
fowl, doll, dame 

sibyl: (n) oracle, clairvoyant, 
sorceress, pythoness, prophetess, 
spiritualist, seer, telepathist, psychic, 
prophet, mystic 

sidelong: (adj) indirect, oblique, side, 
asquint, askance, askant; (adv) 
sideways, obliquely, askew, aslant, 
sideling. ANTONYM: (adj) direct 

signet: (n) sigil, completion, key, 
ratification, signature, imprint, 
talisman, mark, cachet, stamp, arms 

signifying: (adj) indicative, implying, 
representative, suggestive of, 
demonstrating, symptomatic of, 
showing, indicatory, representing; 
(n) abuse 

silenced: (adj) mute, muffled, 
disabled 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough 

silks: (n) garment 

silvan: (adj) woodsy, wooded, woody 

simpleness: (n) simplicity, ease, 
restraint, chasteness, easiness, 
quality, simple mindedness 

sinai: (n) Sinai desert, Sinai Peninsula 

sine: (n) without, circular function, 


hell, cotangent, angle, cosine, 
hypothenuse 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, 
unusually, curiously, rarely, 
uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, 
culprit, sinful, trespasser, 
transgressor, evildoer, magdalen, 
rascal, villain, sinners 

sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 
corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil 

sire: (v) generate, engender, beget, 
procreate, mother, get, make; (n) 

orefather, ancestor, patriarch, pater 

sirs: (n) gentlemen, messieurs 

sisterhood: (n) sorority, family 

relationship, relationship, Women's 

Liberation, cousinhood, society, 

ellowship, order, kinship, sistership 

sith: (adv) for, because, seeing that, 

hence, then thence so, whence; (n) 

hat being so 

skimmed: (v) flet, flotten 

skirmish: (n, v) fight, combat, battle, 
conflict, scuffle; (n) encounter, brush, 
engagement, struggle, confrontation, 
dispute 

skulking: (adj) surreptitious, stealthy, 
lurking, hiding, clandestine, 
backstairs, concealed, cowardly; (n) 
malingering, dodging, evasion 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness 

slackened: (adj) leisurely 

slain: (v) slay; (adj) overthrown, mat, 
fallen, dejected, cast down 

slandered: (adj) bespattered, 
calumniated 

slay: (n, v) murder, assassinate; (v) 
dispatch, execute, slaughter, destroy, 
massacre, put to death, remove, 
finish, butcher 

slaying: (n) homicide, assassination, 
slaughter, carnage, killing, 
bloodshed, elimination, parricide, 
fratricide, destruction, liquidation 

slighted: (adj) hurt, injured, insulted, 
heedless, careless, not regarded, 
offended, regardless, upset 

slighter: (adj) smaller, less 


sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) 
hang; (adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast 

sloped: (adj) slanting, oblique, 
sloping, inclined, aslope, diagonal, 
aslant, leaned, leant, colored, biased 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright 

slothful: (adj) indolent, idle, sluggish, 
slack, inactive, slow, otiose, faineant, 
inert, listless; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively, 
industrious 

sluggard: (n) loafer, idler, slugabed, 
slacker, layabout, lazybones; (n, v) 
drone; (v) loiterer, lingerer, lag; (adj) 
sluggish 

sluggish: (adj) inert, indolent, 
inactive, idle, slow, torpid, slack, 
languid; (adj, n) lazy, drowsy, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, fast, 
brisk, lively, alert, speedy, 
industrious 

sluggishness: (n) inactivity, lethargy, 
idleness, indolence, languor, apathy, 
laziness, torpor, sloth, lassitude; (adj, 
n) slowness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
energy, nimbleness, liveliness, 
bustle, activity, speediness 

slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, 
nap, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be 
asleep, kip, take a nap; (n) siesta 

slumbering: (adj) dormant, asleep, 
latent. ANTONYM: (adj) awake 

smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang, 
clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 
batter, affect 

smoky: (adj) murky, hazy, fumid, 
vaporous, opaque, muddy, famish, 
burnt; (v) sooty, smutty, dusty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, fresh, 
clear 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered 

smouldering: (adj) live, angry 

snail: (v) sluggard, loiterer, lingerer, 
pull together; (n) conch, 
hodmandod, gastropod, garden 
snail, edible snail, dodman; (adj) 
whelked 

snare: (n, v) mesh, gin, ambush, 
hook; (v) catch, ensnare, entrap, 
entangle, capture, enmesh; (n) lure 

snatches: (n) grasp, gain, catch 

snatching: (n) capture 

sneering: (adj) contemptuous, 
disdainful, sarcastic, mocking, snide, 
scornful, disparaging, disapproving; 
(n) mockery, disdain; (adv) 
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sneeringly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, admiring 

snell: (adj) astute; (n) branch line, 
leader 

snorting: (n) puffing, laughter, 
expiration, breathing out, exhalation 

snuffling: (adj) sniffly, tearful, 
snuffly 

snug: (adj, v) cosy, trim; (adj) cozy, 
easy, comfy, tight, close, warm, 
secure, homely; (v) neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) baggy, 
uncomfortable, unwelcoming, bleak, 
formal, loose 

soar: (v) climb, hover, fly, mount, 
glide, leap, jump, lift, billow; (n, v) 
rise, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decrease, drop, descend, collapse, 
sink 

sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, 
soberness, graveness, abstinence, 
earnestness, composure, sedateness, 
staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) 
rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
drunkenness, flippancy 

softening: (adj) emollient, salving, 
relaxing; (v) soften; (adj, n) soothing; 
(n) maceration, mitigation, easement, 
mollification, inteneration, 
encouragement 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, black, 
mucky, polluted, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, 
immaculate 

soldan: (n) tsar, sultan, czar, kaiser 

soldiery: (n) troops, military 
personnel, serviceman, horse, 
garrison, cavalry, army, troop, the 
army, military man, force 

solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
impressiveness, austerity, 
sedateness, display, pomp, grandeur. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humor, levity, 
cheerfulness, understatement 

solicit: (v) crave, request, petition, 
ask, pray, importune, require, apply, 
implore, demand; (adj, v) court 

solicited: (adj) requested 

solicitude: (n) care, consideration, 
anxiety, thought, apprehension, 
regard, attention, fear, disquietude, 
heed, fret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
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negligence, serenity, 
thoughtlessness 

solidity: (n) consistency, firmness, 
density, compactness, reliability, 
rigidity, substance, consistence, 
hardness; (adj, n) stiffness, 
soundness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, hollowness, porosity, 
looseness, instability, slenderness, 
lightness, clearness, limpness 

soliloquy: (n) language, oral 
communication, apostrophe 

soot: (n) smut, lampblack, carbon 
black, grime, carbon, crock, dirt; 
(adj) ink, ebony, coal pitch, jet 

sooth: (n) verity, soothsaying, fact, 
truth, reality 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothed: (adj) composed 

sorceress: (n) sorcerer, witch, 
magician, enchanter, warlock, 
wizard, lamia, necromancer 

sorcery: (n) charm, incantation, 
witchcraft, enchantment, black 
magic, magic, diabolism, 
necromancy, black art, witchery, 
diablerie 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful 

soubriquet: (n) cognomen, moniker, 
sobriquet, epithet, monicker, 
byname, name, alias, surname, last 
name, appellation 

sourly: (adv) bitterly, acidly, 
morosely, sullenly, sharply, 
unpleasantly, bitingly, harshly, 
caustically, crossly, gruffly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) graciously, 
sweetly, cheerfully, kindly 

sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant 

sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, 
spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, 
glitter; (v) blink, glare. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, dullness, 
lifelessness 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, shade, 
phantom, apparition, ghost, spook, 
wraith, revenant, terror, eidolon 
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speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, 
promptly, hastily, swiftly, fast, 
apace, hurriedly, fleetly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, eventually 

spindle: (n) axle, mandrel, pivot, 
arbor, shaft, mandril, axis, pin, 
hinge, bobbin, main spindle 

spirited: (adj) animated, frisky, 
energetic, racy, bold, gritty, quick, 
enthusiastic, dashing, peppy, brave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritless, lifeless, 
feeble, cowardly, apathetic, lethargic, 
spineless, dull, solemn, sluggish, 
lackluster 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

splendidly: (adv) gallantly, brilliantly, 
famously, beautifully, gloriously, 
gorgeously, resplendently, superbly, 
sumptuously, excellently, grandly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, terribly, 
abysmally, modestly, simply, 
meagerly 

splinter: (adj, v) break, shiver, crack; 
(adj, n, v) split; (n, v) chip, fragment, 
fracture; (adj, n) shred; (n) shaving, 
part; (v) smash 

splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, 
pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, 
soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 
plastered 

splintering: (n) crack, chipping, 
break, breakage, breaking, buffalo 
chip, check, chip shot, bit, cow chip, 
cow dung 

spoiling: (n) spoilage, spoilation, 
despoliation, deterioration, 
detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 
lenient 

spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
trophy, boodle, prize money, 
treasure 

spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, 
impure, imperfect 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
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emanation 

springy: (adj) flexible, elastic, 
resilient, bouncy, yielding, whippy, 
pliable, spongy, lively, live, supple. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unyielding 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted 

sprout: (v) bud, bourgeon, burgeon, 
germinate, grow, pullulate; (n, v) 
sprit; (n) offshoot, germ, scion, 
acrospire 

spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
respect 

spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated 

spurring: (n) spur, goad, prodding, 
prod, goading, gad, encouragement, 
branch line, acceleration, urging, 
spine 

squabbling: (n) contention, argument, 
bickering, altercation, internal strife, 
backbiting 

squandered: (adj) wasted, dissipated, 
emaciated, devastated, dissolute, 
diminished, desolated, desolate, 
cadaverous; (v) bewildered, 
employed ineffectually 

squirrel: (n) hackee, spermophile, 
baranduki, burunduki, gopher, 
baronduki, barunduki, collector; (v) 
bank, conserve; (adj) courser 

stag: (v) spy, peach, denounce; (n) 
buck, dog, boar, cock, deer, roe, doe, 
reynard 

stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 
(adj, v) flabbergast 

staid: (adj, v) serious, sedate, grave, 
solemn, sober, demure; (adj) calm, 
quiet, composed, somber, decorous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
exciting, funny, daring, playful, 
bright, relaxed 

stalking: (n) deerstalking, hunting, 
chaff, harassment, still hunt, shuck, 
pestering, pursuit, husk, nuisance, 
angry walk 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, powerful, 
sinewy, firm, stout, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, weak, 
inconstant, feeble, delicate, 
cowardly, uncommitted 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 


starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
permanently, staunchly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
irresolutely, unfaithfully 

steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, 
steadfastness; (n) regularity, 
equilibrium, consistency, resolution, 
permanence, persistence, sureness; 
(adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, instability, 
unreliability 

stealth: (n) stealing, furtiveness, 
stealthiness, slyness, larceny, 
thievery, theft, sneakiness, 
secretiveness, hiding; (adj) 
undercover. ANTONYM: (n) 
openness 

steed: (n) horse, mount, charger, 
knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 
stallion, mare 

steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) 
campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
(adj) pyramid, column, obelisk, 
monument, pillar 

steepness: (n) slope, gradient, 
precipitousness, pitch, suddenness, 
steep, craggedness, curtness, 
gruffness, extremity, brusqueness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gradualness, 
gentleness, leniency 

stentorian: (adj) booming, vocal, 
piercing, strident, resonant, 
powerful, flourishing, full, fuller, 
palmy, stentorophonic 

sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 
austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) leniently, 
lightheartedly, kindly, warmly, 
cheerfully 

sternness: (n) harshness, rigor, 
strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
pleasantness, cheerfulness 

stiff-necked: (adj) willful, obstinate, 
self-willed, pigheaded, headstrong, 
obdurate, mulish, unyielding, 
uncompromising, pig-headed, 
dogged 

stifle: (v) smother, suffocate, repress, 
dampen, muffle, extinguish, strangle, 
quell, hush up, asphyxiate, check. 


ANTONYMS: (v) express, arouse, 
stimulate, light, exacerbate, show 

stifled: (adj) strangled, suppressed, 
muffled, deafened, completely 
covered, dead, deadened, weak, 
deaf corn, regardless, decayed 

stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, 
sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, 
sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, 
suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, airy, cool, temperate 

stinted: (v) scrimp, poor, spare, 
sparing, thin; (adj) inadequate 

stipulations: (n) provisions, terms 

stirrup: (n) support, brace, clip, shoe, 
sole, splint, sprit, stirrup iron, rod, 
suspension strap, stilts 

stitched: (adj) sewed, bound in paper 
covers, seamed 

stockade: (n) fence, penal institution, 
fortification, concentration camp, 
enclosure, penitentiary, prison, 
barricade, parapet, laager; (v) haha 

stockfish: (n) titling 

stoically: (adv) indifferently, 
patiently 

stoicism: (n) indifference, 
unemotionality, apathy, 
emotionlessness, impassivity, self- 
control, phlegm, sluggishness; (adj, 
n) philosophy, equanimity; (adj) 
suttee 

stoned: (adj) intoxicated, drugged, 
tight, zonked, drunken, inebriate, 
inebriated, ecstatic, rabid, high, 
unconscious 

stools: (n) shit, excrement, evacuation, 
dejection 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) porch. 
ANTONYM: (v) straighten 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy 

stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 
asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage 

storing: (n) warehousing, 
accumulation, congestion, 
deposition, harvest, repositing, 
stockpiling 

storming: (n) assault, storm, night 
raid, beginning, sortie, onset, 
bravado; (adj) tempestuous, angry, 
stormy, turbulent 

stoup: (n) stoop, piscina, vial, caster, 
cruet, drinking vessel, phial, noggin, 
stoep, basin 

stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 
strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 
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toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
feebly 

straggling: (adj) rambling, stragely, 
spread, few, trailing, untidy, 
vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) compact 

strait: (adj) narrow; (n) pinch, pass, 
inlet, need, channel, crisis, poverty, 
difficulty; (adj, n) quandary; (n, v) 
dilemma 

streaks: (n) stripes, cords 

streamer: (n) banner, standard, 
ensign, pennant, pennon, emblem, 
pennoncelle, pennoncel, colors, sign, 
ribbon 

streamlet: (n) rivulet, rill, runnel, 
brook, brooklet, stream, run, creek, 
runlet, rillet, watercourse 

strenuously: (adv) energetically, 
zealously, arduously, severely, 
forcefully, earnestly, laboriously, 
busily, toilsomely, forwardly, hardly 

strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over 

stript: (adj) stripped 

striven: (v) strived 

strove: (v) strive 

studious: (adj) scholarly, bookish, 
academic, assiduous, erudite, 
diligent, learned, careful, deliberate; 
(adj, v) thoughtful, reflective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) negligent 

studiously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, busily, earnestly, 
carefully, eagerly, bookishly; (adj, 
adv) designedly; (adj) knowingly, 
purposely, wittingly 

stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, roiled, 
irritated, nettled, peeved, pissed, 
riled, stings, thrust 

stupefaction: (adj, n) stupor; (n) 
astonishment, daze, amazement, 
shock, bewilderment, perplexity, 
surprise, awe, grogginess, 
semiconsciousness 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed 

stupefying: (adj) astounding, 
amazing, staggering, narcotic, 
miraculous, stupefyingly, 
inconceivable, stumbling, shocking, 
incredible, torpedinous 

stupor: (n) lethargy, stupefaction, 
coma, shock, insensibility, 
unconsciousness, trance, 
sluggishness, torpor, haze, 
grogginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
alertness, awareness, wakefulness 
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subaltern: (adj, n) subordinate, sub; 
(adj) secondary, lower, menial, 
dependent, petty, underling, lowly, 
subject; (n) ensign 

subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) 
overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, 
enliven, resist, submit 

subduing: (adj) aggressively haughty, 
conquering, domineering, insolent, 
overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, 
oppression 

subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, 
captivity, bondage, confinement, 
servitude, dependence, enslavement, 
slavery, repression, subjugation 

subjoin: (v) annex, affix, append, add, 
attach, eke, superpose, augment, 
connect, join, tack on 

subjugated: (adj) beaten, 
downtrodden, overpowered, 
overcome, browbeaten, captive; (v) 
subdued, broken, broken friendship, 
apart, blighted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
liberated 

sublimity: (adj, n) nobility, elevation, 
majesty, loftiness, splendor; (n) 
magnificence, dignity, greatness, 
sublimeness; (adj) solemnity, 
heroism 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
resistant, disobedient, defiant, 
obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily 

submissively: (adv) meekly, 
subserviently, compliantly, 
passively, deferentially, tamely, 
obsequiously, yieldingly, slavishly, 
acquiescently, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) forcefully, 
aggressively, wildly, defiantly, 
assertively 

submitting: (n) submission, 
delegation; (v) submit; (adj) ductile 

subservience: (n) obsequiousness, 
dependence, submissiveness, 
sycophancy, subsidiarity, 
submission, subordination, 
obedience, subserviency, humility, 
application 

subservient: (adj) submissive, 
subordinate, obsequious, accessory, 
obedient, servile, slavish, ancillary, 
menial, compliant, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disobedient, 
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independent, superior, assertive 

successively: (adv) in turn, one after 
the other, in succession, sequentially, 
serially, running, in order, gradually, 
subsequently, repeatedly, one after 
another 

succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
relief, ministration, mercy, 
assistance, helping, ease, 
embossment; (v) relieve, further 

suckling: (n) infant, babe, baby, 
nursling, sucker, weanling, yearling, 
greenhorn, nursing, parasite; (adj) 
lactant 

sufferance: (n) allowance, patience, 
permission, forbearance, leave, 
toleration, suffering, resignation, 
acceptance; (n, v) tolerance; (adj, v) 
supportance 

sufficing: (adj) sufficient, satisfactory, 
decent, enough 

suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 
asphyxied 

suffocating: (adj) choking, oppressive, 
smothering, close, stifling, 
suffocative, suffocatingly, suffocate, 
sultry, stifle, overpowering 

suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
full 

suiting: (n) cloth, fabric, fitting, 
disposition, settlement, regulation, 
adaptation, adjustment; (adj) 
corresponding, conformable, 
answering 

suitor: (n) plaintiff, suer, admirer, 
beau, candidate, complainant, 
gallant, boyfriend, applicant, 
petitioner; (n, v) wooer 

sulkily: (adv) morosely, glumly, 
peevishly, crossly, grumpily, 
petulantly, moodily, gloomily, surly, 
resentfully, angrily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerily, gladly 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, morose, 
surly, peevish, moody, dismal, cross, 
petulant, crabby; (adj, v) glum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resigned, 
cheerful; (n) cheeriness 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; 
(n) cheeriness 

sullenly: (adv) sulkily, sourly, 
grumpily, morosely, moodily, 
dourly, somberly, peevishly, surly, 
crossly, petulantly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) graciously, contentedly, gladly, 
cheerily 

sully: (n, v) foul, defile, dirty; (adj, n, 
v) soil; (adj, v) tarnish; (v) besmirch, 
contaminate, smear, pollute, corrupt, 
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taint. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
purify, clean, cleanse, dignify 

summoning: (n) induction, 
conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
exhortation 

sumpter: (n) beast of burden, burden, 
jument 

sumptuous: (adj) magnificent, 
luxurious, opulent, splendid, 
gorgeous, deluxe, costly, lush, lavish, 
grand, plush. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unadorned, humble, ascetic, meager, 
scanty, impoverished 

sumptuously: (adv) luxuriously, 
splendidly, gorgeously, expensively, 
richly, grandly, lavishly, 
magnificently, affluently, deluxely, 
lushly. ANTONYM: (adv) scantily 

sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, 
beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of 
light, moonbeam, light beam, light, 
beam of light 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays 

sundry: (adj) several, different, 
diverse, assorted, miscellaneous, 
many, varied, mixed, divers, 
various; (n) sundries. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uniform, homogeneous 

sunken: (adj) concave, depressed, 
submerged, empty, underwater, 
cavernous, recessed, gaunt, low, 
depression, submarine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) convex 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall 

superannuated: (adj) obsolete, 
decrepit, antiquated, outdated, 
retired, effete, outmoded, archaic, 
passe, overage, overaged 

supercilious: (adj) proud, haughty, 
disdainful, lofty, contemptuous, 
contumelious, cavalier, lordly, 
arrogant, scornful, high and mighty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, affable 

superciliously: (adv) arrogantly, 
disdainfully, proudly, conceitedly, 
snootily, snidely, sneeringly, 
contumeliously, pompously, 
bumptiously, overbearingly 

superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent 

superintend: (v) oversee, manage, 


direct, administer, control, run, 
supervise, govern, handle, overlook, 
inspect 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal 

superscription: (n) inscription, 
address, direction, superscript, aim, 
order, command, endorsement, 
guidance, image, management 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, 
superstitious notion, lore, folklore, 
fanaticism, fallacy, belief, magic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) science, truth 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious 

supping: (n) eating 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating 

supplicating: (adj) imploring, 
soliciting, beseeching, entreating, 
petitioning, apologetic, begging, 
manifesting entreaty, petitory, 
piteous; (v) supplicate 

supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
orison, blessing, imploration 

suppressing: (n) reticence 

surety: (n) collateral, pledge, hostage, 
guarantee, earnest, guaranty, 
guarantor, certainty, assurance, 
sponsor, bail 

surfeit: (n) overabundance, excess, 
repletion, satiety, plethora, overflow, 
congestion; (v) cloy, gorge, satiate, 
pall. ANTONYMS: (n) shortage, 
need, necessity, deficit; (v) deplete 

surly: (adj) sullen, grumpy, peevish, 
crusty, churlish, grouchy, gruff, 
morose; (adj, n) harsh, rude; (adj, 
adv) unfriendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, gentle, pleasant, courteous, 
easygoing, friendly 

surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, 
subdue, defeat, master, excel, 
transcend, outstrip, surpass, 
vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: 
(v) yield, fail 

surmounted: (adj) beaten 

surmounting: (n) triumph 

surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, 
surmount, better, excel, outstrip, 
overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, follow, 
trail 


suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge 

swallowing: (adj) absorptive, 
unsuspecting, absorbent, absorbing; 
(n) consumption 

swallows: (n) sparrows, rooks, robins, 
Passeriformes, Hirundinidae, etc, 
order Passeriformes 

swampy: (adj) marshy, boggy, 
muddy, sloughy, quaggy, miry, 
plashy, fenny, mucky, soggy, peaty 

sward: (n) sod, greensward, lawn, 
green, divot, turf, grass, meadow, 
mead, sodomite, grassplat 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, 
v) mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few 

swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
packed, populous, sensitive, thick; 
(v) dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted 

swart: (adj) pitchy, swarthy, dark, 
fuliginous, black, murky, sooty, 
malignant, inky, gloomy; (n) 
brunette 

swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 
sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light 

sweeps: (n) sweep period 

sweetened: (adj) sugared, syrupy, 
perfumed, scented, seraphic, sickly, 
sugary, sweet as sugar, tasty, angelic, 
palatable 

swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

swill: (adj, v) guzzle; (n, v) drink, 
potion; (n) slops, waste, pigwash, 
garbage, refuse; (v) drench, slosh; 
(adj) booze 

swine: (n) hog, boar, beast, sow, 
Eohyus, babiroussa, babirussa, 
barrow, brute, razorback, grunter 

swineherd: (n) ostler, orderly, 
pigman, messenger, jockey, hostler, 
gillie, herdsman, hogherd, tiger, 
drover 

swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) 
collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, 
prostration, deliquium; (v) conk, 
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black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff 

swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
clutch, wrench; (n) descent, slide, 
dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge 

sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, 
empathize, have compassion, feel 
sorry for, feel for. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disapprove, disregard 

sympathizing: (adj) gentle, mild, 
merciful, humane, compassionate, 
benevolent, pitiful, kind 

synagogue: (n) tabernacle, house of 
worship, place of worship, temple, 
church, Mormon tabernacle, house 
of prayer, house of God 

talisman: (n) amulet, charm, mascot, 
fetish, periapt, phylactery, lucky 
charm, key, seals, signet, good luck 
charm 

talkative: (adj, v) loquacious; (adj) 
garrulous, chatty, gabby, verbose, 
gossipy, glib, communicative, 
voluble, talky, wordy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reserved, mute, silent, shy, 
quiet, uncommunicative, restrained, 
reticent 

talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, 
tentacle, teeth; (n) clutches 

tamed: (adj) tame, broken, 
domesticated, under control, tamer, 
meek, gentle, domestic, docile, 
controlled, cultivated 

tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, 
insipidly, obediently, 
uninterestingly, moderately, 
brokenly, subduedly, domestically, 
flatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) cruelly, 
assertively, disobediently, 
interestingly, wildly 

tamper: (v) meddle, monkey, 
interfere, interpose, manipulate, 
intervene, bribe, buy, putter; (n) 
tamp, rammer 

tampering: (n) meddling, change of 
state, interference; (adj) meddlesome, 
curious 

tandem: (n) dogcart, random, cycle, 
bicycle, tandem bicycle, team, trap, 
unicorn, bike, racing bike, mountain 
bike 

tanned: (adj) bronzed, suntanned, 
browned; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, untanned 

tanner: (n) artificer, artisan, coin, 
craftsman, journeyman 

taper: (n) candle, taper hole, bougie, 
rushlight, taper ratio; (v) sharpen, 
point, acuminate, diminish, lessen, 
reduce. ANTONYMS: (v) rise, 
widen 
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tapestry: (n) arras, tapis, textile, 
embroidery, hanging, carpet, cloth, 
complexness, fabric, material, 
mending 

tardy: (adj, adv, v) late; (adj, v) slow, 
remiss; (adj, adv) backward, dilatory, 
behindhand; (adj) belated, slack, 
overdue, delayed, sluggish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) early, punctual, 
premature, speedy 

tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
unblemished, famous 

tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 
delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
(adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complete, finish 

tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
savoring, relishing, sample, 
gustatory sensation, gustatory 
perception, discernment, drinking, 
eating, feeding 

tattered: (adj) shabby, ragged, scruffy, 
dilapidated, threadbare, frayed, 
seedy, worn out, torn, shattered; (adj, 
v) bedraggled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, smart, new 

tedium: (n) ennui, monotony, 
tediousness, dullness, sameness, 
dreariness, lifelessness, difficulty, 
drabness; (adj) dull work, humdrum. 
ANTONYMS: (n) excitement, 
diversion, variation, entertainment, 
ease 

temperance: (n) moderation, 
abstinence, abstemiousness, control, 
restraint, moderateness, soberness, 

orbearance, measure, gravity, 

asceticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 

intemperance, wildness 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 

emperate, moderated, toughened, 

subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 

properly adapted, emotionally 

hardened, treated. ANTONYM: 

(adj) untempered 

tempering: (n) hardening, 

oughening, change; (adj) 

moderating; (v) adjust 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, 

hurricane, squall, disturbance, 

cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 

blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity 

temptress: (n) Delilah, enchantress, 

emme fatale, woman, seductress, 

vamp, adult female, flirt, sorceress, 

emale 

tenacious: (adj) obstinate, dogged, 
adhesive, persistent, resolute, tough, 
sticky; (adj, v) strong, steadfast; (v) 
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retentive; (adj, n) firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fickle, loose, 
slack, surrendering, unattached, 
weak, compliant, yielding, malleable 

tendance: (n) attendance 

tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten 

tenpenny: (n) recapper, cardiograph, 
votograph 

thane: (n) lord, baron, earl, viscount, 
nobleman, citizen, banneret, noble 

thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
thanks, credit, merit, recognition 

thanking: (n) curtain call, 
appreciation, acknowledgement, 
blessing 

thankless: (adj) unappreciative, 
unthankful, unrewarding, wanting 
in gratitude, unappreciated, 
unwelcome, ungratifying, 
unfulfilling, trying; (n) ingrate; (v) 
unpopular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
appreciated, appreciative, rewarded, 
satisfying, thankful, rewarding 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, 
tile, sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

thereabout: (adv) thereby, by that 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, 
more or less, something like, almost, 
so; (adv, n) hereabouts 

thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, 
then, immediately, therefore, 
therewith, in the sequel, close upon, 
upon which, whereupon, 
accordingly 

therewith: (adv) herewith, moreover, 
therewithal, forthwith, with that, 
besides, wherewith 

therewithal: (adv) therewith 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood 

thinned: (adj) dilute, gelded, hurt, 
mown, slashed, split, watered down, 
weakened, gashed, lessened, weak 

thistle: (adj) porcupine, beard, 
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hedgehog, feather, mote, chevaux de 
frise, dust, down, brier; (n) nodding 
thistle, carline thistle 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thong: (n) strap, lash, whip, knout, 
bathing suit, braid, bullwhip, casual, 
casual shoe, cowhide, slipper 

thrall: (n) bondage, slavery, thraldom, 
helot, serf, enslavement, thralldom, 
villein, captivity, slave; (v) enslave 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; 
(adj) hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original 

thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) 
exciting, sensational, exhilarating, 
electrifying, emotional, rousing, 
gripping, stimulating; (adj, v) 
impressive; (n, v) swelling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring 

throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, 
flock, press; (n) multitude, host, 
horde, mass, assembly, concourse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 
disperse 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent 

thunderbolt: (n) bolt of lightning, 
lightning, thunder, thunderclap, 
bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
quarrel, streak of lightning, streak 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
lubberly, spanking, big, loud, 
striking terror; (n) thunder 

tickled: (adj) tickled pink, overjoyed, 
delighted, detective novel, ecstatic, 
elated, jubilant, happy, glad, excited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disappointed 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

timbrel: (n) tympan, bones, 
membranophone, tymbal, drum, 
castanet 

timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 
bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 


boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security 

timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
anxiously, nervously, shily, gingerly, 
modestly, apprehensively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently, 
bravely, daringly, brashly, fearlessly, 
decisively, brazenly 

timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, 
adv, v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, 
nervous, diffident, bashful, 
apprehensive, anxious, craven, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, fearless 

tine: (adj) bear grass, yucca; (n) tyne, 
spike, spine, anxiety, prong 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, stain, 
touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor 

tingle: (v) prickle, itch, tickle, smart, 
sting, burn, creep; (n) tremble, 
tingling; (n, v) twitter, pain 

tinkle: (n, v) clink, tink, ting, ring, 
chink, chime, clank, buzz; (n) sound, 
clang; (v) peal 

tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) 
fatigue; (v) exhaust, harass, fag, 
weary, wear, pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. 
ANTONYMS: (v) interest, 
invigorate, energize 

tires: (v) pressure release valve, 
safety valve 

tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
custom, assessment, octroi, 
benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) 
tax; (adj) decimal 

tittle: (n) scintilla, point, jot, 
smidgeon, shred, smidgen, smidgin; 
(adj, n) whit; (adj) idea, look, 
soupcon 

titus: (n) epistle of Paul the apostle to 
Titus 

toads: (n) caecilians, class Amphibia, 
frogs, newts, salamanders 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 
busy 

toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh 

toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, 
difficult, strenuous, backbreaking, 
severe, heavy, painful, tough, 
grueling; (adj, v) wearisome 

tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 


bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 
enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tolling: (n) kneel, passing bell, 
clangor, pealing 

tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 
nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches 

toothache: (v) tic douloureux, 
torticollis, tormina; (n) 
aerodontalgia 

toper: (n, v) drunkard, sot; (n) 
drinker, tippler, carouser, guzzler, 
bibber, bacchant, imbiber, 
winebibber, tosspot 

topsy-turvy: (adj) confused, upside- 
down, deranged, disorderly, chaotic, 
upside down, inverted; (adj, adv) 
upended, inside-out, jumbled; (adv) 
helter-skelter 

tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm 

tormentor: (n) pest, tormenter, 
torturer, pesterer, annoyer, teaser, 
tease, tantalizer, persecutor, gadfly, 
flat 

torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 
indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving 

touchstone: (n) standard, criterion, 
benchmark, measure, norm, gauge, 
check, yardstick, measuring stick, 
reagent; (n, v) test 

tourney: (n) competition, tilt, 
elimination tournament, round 
robin, Turney, meet 

toying: (n) flirtation, coquetry, flirting, 
flirt, tease, romp, prickteaser, play, 
minx, gambol, frolic 

tractable: (adj, prep) docile; (adj) 
obedient, ductile, tame, gentle, 
yielding, manageable; (adj, v) 
pliable, flexible, pliant, plastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intractable, 
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unmanageable, unruly, rebellious 
traitor: (n) betrayer, conspirator, 
Judas, renegade, rat, quisling, 
deserter, cheat, collaborationist; (adj) 
insurgent, mutineer. ANTONYMS: 
(n) loyalist, patriot 
traitorous: (adj) faithless, treacherous, 
false, treasonable, perfidious, 
unfaithful, treasonous, untrue, 
renegade, traitor, insidious 
trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down 
trampling: (n) trample; (adj) moving 
transcendent: (adj) incomparable, 
ideal, excellent, divine, supreme, 
sublime, distinguished, eminent, 
preeminent; (v) imposing, solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
ridiculous, simple 
transfixed: (adj) fascinated, 
hypnotized, mesmerised, 
mesmerized, hypnotised, stranded; 
(v) engrossed in, wrapped in, 
absorbed, rapt; (adv) aground 
transgress: (v) offend, infringe, break, 
trespass, contravene, violate, 
overstep, disobey, breach, infract; 
(adj, v) err. ANTONYM: (v) behave 
transgressing: (n) violation 
transgression: (n) fault, crime, 
misdeed, error, infraction, offense, 
violation, misconduct, breach, 
respass, infringement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) piety, obedience 
transporting: (adj) ecstatic, rapturous, 
rapturous applause, ravishing, 
ransportant 
transverse: (adj, v) cross; (adj) 
crosswise, oblique, crossing, 
hwartwise, thwart, diagonal, 
grumpy, perversely irritable; (v) 
raverse; (adv) transversely 
transversely: (adj, adv) obliquely, 
athwart, thwart, across, thwartly; 
(adv) transversally, crossways, 
crossly, crosswisely, cross, 
diagonally 
trappings: (n) equipment, rigging, 
caparison, embroidery, trapping, 
tackle, suit, skirt, accouterment, 
lappet, flap 
travail: (n, v) labor, toil, labour, grind, 
childbirth, confinement; (v) drudge, 
moil; (n) effort, sweat, exertion 
traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 
journey, range; (n) crossing, 
traversal 
traversing: (n) traverse, 
perambulation, crossing; (adj) 
moving 
treasonable: (adj) disloyal, 
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treacherous, traitorous, unfaithful, 
false, insidious, perfidious, faithless, 
rebellious, subversive, constituting 
treason 

treatise: (n) tract, thesis, essay, 
discourse, paper, article, monograph, 
piece, pamphlet, review, book 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, confident, 
steady 

trenchant: (adj) incisive, keen, caustic, 
searching, acute; (adj, v) distinct, 
cutting, biting, severe, emphatic, 
pointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
kind, mild 

trencher: (n) dish, platter, chopping 
board, porringer, potager, ditch 
digger, saucer, calabash, crucible 

tresses: (n) locks, mop, head of hair 

tribulation: (n) trial, misery, distress, 
ordeal, calamity, trouble, affliction, 
suffering, hardship, pain, grief. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, ease, 
opportunity 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, 
gelded, emasculated, demure, 
cunning, sly 

tristram: (n) Iseult, Tristan 

trite: (adj) commonplace, banal, stock, 
prosaic, threadbare, timeworn, 
stereotyped, tired; (adj, v) stale, 
common, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) important, imaginative, 
pertinent, relevant, fresh, 
exceptional, exciting 

trivet: (n) bracket, stand, board, shelf, 
ledge, poker, tongs, hob, shovel, 
tripod, support 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose 

troth: (n) faith, engagement, betrothal, 
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plight, vow, loyalty, espousal, 
fidelity, truth, verity, veracity 

troubadour: (n) folk singer, singer, 
minstrel, vocalist; (adj) scald, bard, 
lyrist, skald, trouvere 

trow: (adj) opine, weet, be of opinion, 
conceive; (v) believe, possess 

trowsers: (n) pants, trews 

truckle: (v) toady, fawn, cringe, crawl, 
grovel, blandish, creep, flatter, suck 
up, kotow; (n) trundle 

trump: (n) trump card, brick; (adj) 
truepenny, quell, silence, stalemate, 
checkmate, nonplus; (v) 
outmaneuver, crossruff, scoop 

trumpeter: (n) bugler, harper, 
marshal, crier, flag bearer, cornetist, 
fifer, fiddler, Cygnus buccinator, 
wader; (v) charlatan 

trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet 

truncheon: (n) stick, cudgel, Billy, 
nightstick, baton, mace, bludgeon, 
staff, bat, switch, billystick 

truss: (v) bandage, bind, fasten, 
bundle, tie up; (n, v) pack, prop; (n) 
frame, stay, fagot; (adj) pinion 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 
unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 
faithful, dependable, responsible, 
constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
disloyal 

truthless: (adj) dishonest, deceitful, 
faithless, false, mendacious, 
fraudulent, trothless, unveracious 

trysting: (n) appointment 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

tuned: (adj) keyed, adjusted, musical, 
tempered, melodious 

turban: (n) peruke, pelt, periwig, 
pillbox, toque, front, caftan, chignon, 
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turbant, headgear, millinery 

turbid: (adj, v) thick; (adj) murky, 
opaque, cloudy, dirty, misty, foggy, 
mirky, feculent, vaporous, nebulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

turk: (n) effendi, Ottoman 

turnkey: (n) jailer, gaoler, keeper, 
warder, jailor, guard, custodian, 
screw, ranger, prison guard, custos 

turret: (adj) steeple, spire, campanile, 
obelisk, pillar, monument, minaret, 
column; (n) gun turret, gun 
enclosure, garret 

tush: (n) buttocks, backside, posterior, 
quarter, place, poop, John, pot, prat, 
piece of ass, puke 

twain: (n) pair, brace, dyad, deuce, 
twosome, duo, straddle, bitstock, 
coupling, braces, yoke 

twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 
year, financial year, common year, 
amount of time, time period, period 
of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
period 

twig: (n) sprig, bough, limb, shoot, 
offshoot, spray, branchlet, scion, 
stalk; (n, v) stick; (v) grasp 

twined: (adj) bent, coiled, contorted, 
distorted, misrepresented, perverted 

twinkle: (n, v) flash, gleam, shimmer, 
glimmer, glisten, glitter, scintillate, 
wink; (adj, n, v) flicker; (v) shine, 
blink 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

tyrannic: (adj) autocratic, despotic, 
dictatorial, authoritarian, oppressive 

tyrannical: (adj) domineering, 
autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 
overbearing, authoritarian, 
tyrannous, cruel, peremptory, 
tyrannic, lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
liberal, libertarian 

tyrant: (n) dictator, oppressor, 
autocrat, disciplinarian, bully, 
authoritarian, sovereign, czar, 
monarch, suzerain, stickler 

ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
repulsiveness, homeliness, 
unsightliness; (adj, n) 
unpleasantness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beauty, attractiveness, pleasantness 

ulysses: (v) sly boots, reynard, fox, 
Odysseus, Machiavel 

unabated: (adj) unreduced, 
unrestricted, unmitigated, 
unflagging, relentless, intense, 
unrelenting 


unaccustomed: (adj) new, strange, 
unusual, inexperienced, unseasoned, 
unacquainted, uncustomary, rare, 
unfamiliar, unwonted; (adj, v) 
untrained. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, normal, ready, usual, 
prepared, knowledgeable, 
customary 

unalloyed: (adj) pure, unadulterated, 
genuine, unsophisticated, solid, 
unfortified, untinged, sheer, true; (v) 
painless, without alloy 

unaltered: (adj) unalterable, 
unmoved, same, unaffected. 
ANTONYM: (adj) affected 

unambitious: (adj) ambitionless, 
unsolicitous, unaspiring, 
unattracted, undesirous, humble, 
unassuming, unpretentious 

unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 
unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
disobliging, resembling vinegar, 
morose 

unappropriated: (adj) disengaged, 
free, mild, generous, liberal, not 
private, open arms, revealed, sincere, 
frank, not closed 

unapt: (adj) improper, inept, unfit, 
inappropriate, unseemly, undue, 
unsuitable, irrelevant, not apt 

unassailed: (adj) unforced 

unattended: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
alone, solitary, abandoned, 
disregarded, not safeguarded, 
lonely 

unauthorized: (adj) illicit, 
unauthorised, illegitimate, wildcat, 
unofficial, unwarranted, unlicensed, 
unjustified, outrageous, against the 
law, clandestine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
authorized, official, permitted, 
allowable, lawful, legitimate 

unavailing: (adj) fruitless, bootless, 
useless, ineffectual, inefficacious, 
otiose, inutile, ineffective, idle, vain, 
pointless 

unbar: (v) open, unbolt, uncork, 
unharness, unhand, unchain, 
unbind, unclog, unfasten, unclose, 
unlock 

unbarred: (adj) unlocked, unlatched, 
unbolted, open 

unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 
unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 
seemly, correct, decent, suitable 

unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, 


heresy, suspicion, misgiving. 
ANTONYM: (n) faith 

unbeliever: (n) infidel, disbeliever, 
doubter, agnostic, nonbeliever, 
sceptic, irreligionist, deist, 
materialist, pagan; (adj, n) skeptic. 
ANTONYM: (n) adherent 

unbelieving: (adj) incredulous, 
disbelieving, sceptical, suspicious, 
atheistical, nescient, irreligious, 
atheistic, faithless, unconverted, 
distrustful 

unbending: (adj) inflexible, stiff, firm, 
adamant, stubborn, obdurate, 
inexorable, severe, intractable, 
implacable, obstinate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) flexible, bending, compliant, 
pliable, weak, soft, irresolute, floppy, 
lenient, liberal, accommodating 

unbidden: (adj) unbid, uninvited, 
spontaneous, voluntary, willing, 
unwanted 

unbolted: (adj) loose, open, 
unlatched, unlocked, unsecured 

unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, infinite, immense, 
measureless, unlimited, vast, 
illimitable, unmeasured, absolute 

unbribed: (adj) unbought 

unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, 
licentious, reinless, ungoverned, 
violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, 
rampant, rakish, disorderly 

unbuttoned: (adj) unobstructed, 
untrammeled, unchecked, 
unconfined, unprevented, 
unhindered, uncaught, unrestrained, 
unlaced, unfastened, unconstrained 

uncanonical: (adj) unscriptural 

unceasing: (adj) ceaseless, incessant, 
perpetual, continuous, constant, 
continual, everlasting, eternal, 
lasting, uninterrupted, endless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acute, 
intermittent, sporadic 

unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, 
steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
fixed, consistent, uniform, 
changeless, immutable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
perishable, irregular, temporary, 
unequal, variable, erratic 

unchristian: (adj) uncharitable, 
christless, pagan, remorseless, 
unchristianly, antichristian 

uncivil: (adj) discourteous, 
disrespectful, impolite, coarse, 
brusque, curt, blunt, barbarous, 
short; (adj, n) rough, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, courteous, 
gracious 
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unclean: (adj) foul, impure, nasty, 
dirty, grubby, muddy, squalid, 
grimy, sordid, dingy, soiled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, hygienic, 
pure, uncontaminated 

uncleanness: (n) filth, dirtiness, dirt, 
defilement, squalor, grease, 
griminess, squalidness, dinginess, 
smuttiness, muck. ANTONYM: (n) 
purity 

unclouded: (adj) light, bright, 
cloudless, serene, fair, clean, pure, in 
full, loose, blank; (adj, v) 
unobscured 

uncomplying: (adj) insubordinate 

unconnected: (adj) detached, 
disjointed, incoherent, unrelated, 
illogical, confused, irrelevant, 
incongruous; (adj, prep) separate, 
separated; (v) unattached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
pertinent, relevant, together 

unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
consciousness, coma, trance, 
stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
awareness 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak 

uncouth: (adj) rough, rude, barbarous, 
vulgar, crude, awkward, clumsy, 
gross, unrefined, ungainly, common. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, couth, 
polite, sophisticated, pleasant, 
proper, genteel 

uncover: (v) expose, disclose, 
discover, reveal, show, find, divulge, 
strip, bare, unearth, unfold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cover, conceal, 
hide, suppress, wrap, bury, confuse, 
drape 

uncovering: (n) breakthrough, 
detection, revelation, baring, find, 
denudation, disforestation, espial, 
catching, husking, stripping 

undaunted: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
fearless, brave, intrepid, resolute, 
dauntless, daring, heroic, unabashed, 
valiant, confident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cowardly, timid, afraid, 
anxious, scared 

undauntedly: (adv) intrepidly, 
unflinchingly, daringly, 
courageously, audaciously, bravely, 
dauntlessly, undismayedly, 
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unshrinkingly, boldly, resolutely 

undefiled: (adj) pure, immaculate, 
spotless, uncorrupted, clean, chaste, 
intact, modest, clear, decent, virgin 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 
uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing 

underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
ground cover, understorey, copse, 
brushwood, boscage, thick foliage 

undeserved: (adj) unfair, unearned, 
unjust, inequitable, undue, excessive, 
iniquitous, wrong, unreasonable, 
unwarranted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rightful, fair, just 

undeserving: (adj) disgraceful, 
worthless, unworthy of, degrading, 
immeritous, indign, mean, not 
worthy, unbecoming, undeserving 
of. ANTONYM: (adj) deserving 

undetermined: (adj, v) uncertain, 
indefinite, vague; (adj) 
indeterminate, unsettled, indecisive, 
unresolved, irresolute, accidental, 
open; (v) ambiguous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) determinate, definite, decided, 
specific 

undischarged: (adj) owed, owing, 
unpaid, loaded, striking, great, 
uncollected, unexploded, salient, 
prominent, due 

undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
valiant, unblanched, unawed, 
unapprehensive, unabashed, 
resolutely courageous, bold 

undisputed: (adj, v) undoubted, 
unquestioned; (adj) unchallenged, 
unquestionable, accepted, 
recognized, recognised, indubitable, 
absolute, decided; (v) uncontested. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) doubtful, 
disputable, dubious, individual, 
questionable 

undoing: (n) ruin, destruction, loss, 
curse, cancellation, reverse, bane, 
doom, collapse, annulment, disaster. 
ANTONYMS: (n) building, creation 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, 
behindhand, decayed; (adj, v) 
doomed; (v) accursed, to be pitied, 
devoted 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 
uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
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spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, physical, 
acceptable, normal, human 

uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
confidence 

unenterprising: (adj) unadventurous, 
cool, steady. ANTONYM: (adj) 
enterprising 

unfastened: (adj) open, movable, 
loose, unbuttoned, overt, opened, 
opened out, slack, undecided, 
undetermined, assailable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) buttoned, fixed, 
shut, tied 

unfeeling: (adj) harsh, impassive, 
cold, cruel, callous, merciless, 
pitiless, ruthless, numb, insensible, 
insensitive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
caring, sympathetic, sensitive, kind, 
understanding, merciful, feeling, 
warm, tactful, concerned, 
compassionate 

unfeigned: (adj) sincere, true, 
genuine, honest, unaffected, 
heartfelt, truthful, frank, hearty, 
straight, natural 

unfriended: (v) helpless; (adj) 
fatherless 

unfrock: (v) defrock, strike off the roll, 
disfrock, depose, dismiss, divest, 
ungown, unpriest 

unfurled: (adj) extended 

ungenerous: (adj, v) illiberal; (adj) 
stingy, parsimonious, miserly, cheap, 
uncharitable, close, narrow, 
tightfisted, closefisted, penurious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, kind 

ungenial: (adj) indigestible, chill 

ungodly: (adj) sinful, irreligious, 
iniquitous, wicked, profane, godless, 
blasphemous; (adj, adv) unholy; 
(adv) wickedly, impiously, sinfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
reasonable, sensible, moral, devout, 
reverent 

ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 
graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant 

ungracious: (adj) discourteous, 
impolite, uncivil, surly, unkind, 
unceremonious, churlish, 
disrespectful, unfriendly, graceless, 
unpleasing 

ungrateful: (adj) unmindful, 
unthankful, unappreciative, 
unnatural, ingrate, unpleasant, 
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distasteful, displeasing, unkind, 
disagreeable, not kind. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) grateful, 
thankful, appreciative 

ungratified: (adj, v) unsatisfied; (adj) 
discontented, unsatiated, uneasy, 
frustrated, disgruntled, dissatisfied, 
fidgety, itchy, fretful 

unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 
incautious, defenseless, careless, 
unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
guarded, armed, invulnerable, 
secure 

unguent: (n) balm, salve, cream, 
unction, balsam, cerate, arnica, 
chrisom, emollient, chrism, liniment 

unhallowed: (adj) ungodly, impious, 
profane, demonic, unsanctified, 
diabolic, sinful, wicked, infernal, 
impure, unchaste. ANTONYM: (adj) 
holy 

unhandsome: (adj) unchivalric, 
unbecoming, awkward, illiberal, 
indecorous, ungraceful, plain, 
unmanly, unknightly 

unhappily: (adv) wretchedly, 
unluckily, disconsolately, badly, 
woefully, forlornly, sorrowfully, 
unfortunately, dismally, dejectedly, 
despondently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, contentedly, luckily, 
willingly, enthusiastically, 
fortunately 

unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
unscathed, uninjured, whole, unhurt, 
untouched, safe and sound, sound, 
secure; (adj, adv) in one piece. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
broken, marred 

unhealed: (adj) sick, sicker 

unheard: (adj) aspirated, atonic, deaf, 
indistinct, involving surds, nonvocal, 
radical, sharp, silent, surd, irrational 

unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 
inconceivable 

unheeded: (adj) unnoticed, neglected, 
disregarded, ignored; (v) unthought 
of, unseen, unperceived, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked, 
unmissed 

unheeding: (adj) regardless, heedless, 
inattentive, unmindful, unobservant, 
deaf to, unthinking, neglectful, 
inadvertent; (adj, n) careless; (n) 
incautious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
heedful 


unhewn: (adj) unwrought, unlabored, 
unpolished, rude, rough, shapen, 
unblown, unboiled, unconcocted, 
uncooked, unfashioned 

uninjured: (adj) whole, unhurt, intact, 
unharmed, unblemished, sound, 
entire; (adj, n) unscathed; (adj, v) 
unbroken; (n, v) unmarred; (n) 
untainted. ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, 
injured 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious 

uninteresting: (adj) insipid, dreary, 
tedious, bland, commonplace, flat, 
stupid, tame, tasteless, humdrum; 
(adj, n) dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, fascinating, scandalous, 
eventful, impressive, charming, 
brilliant, animated, colorful, lively, 
special 

unintermitting: (adj, v) unrelenting; 
(n, v) uninterrupted; (v) unvarying, 
unshifting 

uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
continuous, continual, unbroken, 
incessant, perpetual, constant, 
unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) 
straight, nonstop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
broken, alternate, noisy, sporadic; 
(adv) indirectly 

unjustifiably: (adv) unforgivably, 
disproportionately, indefensibly, 
intolerably, out of all proportion, 
overly, unpardonably, unduly, 
excessively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
excusably, understandably 

unkindness: (n) heartlessness, 
callousness, thoughtlessness, 
inconsideration, inconsiderateness, 
diskindness, insensitivity, 
unpleasantness, unfriendliness, 
unkindliness, insensitiveness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, 
thoughtfulness 

unknightly: (adj) unhandsome 

unlaced: (adj) unfettered, not tied, 
untied, unfastened, not buttoned, 
unchained, unrestrained 

unlawfully: (adv) illegitimately, 
illicitly, lawlessly, dishonestly, 
wrongfully, forbiddenly, criminally, 
irregularly, crookedly, improperly, 
immorally. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
fairly, legitimately, honestly, 


lawfully, rightly 

unload: (v) discharge, empty, unlade, 
clear, tip, exonerate, free, dump, 
relieve; (adj, v) unburden, disburden. 
ANTONYM: (v) fill 

unloose: (v) loosen, clear, liberate, 
loose, undo, unchain, free, extricate, 
disengage, unloosen, unbind 

unmanned: (adj) emasculate; (v) 
unnerved 

unmeaning: (adj) insignificant, 
meaningless, senseless, nonsensical, 
irrational, expressionless, gibberish, 
foolish, peanut, weetless, 
undistinguished 

unmerited: (adj) unjust, unearned, 
unworthy, excessive, immerited, 
unwarranted, unfair, undue, 
inequitable, gratuitous, iniquitous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) merited, fair, 
just, rightful 

unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
uncompounded, sheer, simple, 
uncombined, concentrated, homely, 
artless, bluff, patent 

unmissed: (v) unheeded, unattended 
to, unregarded, unremarked, 
unnoticed, unnoted, unthought of, 
unseen, unobserved, unperceived 

unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
downright; (adj) absolute, 
unmingled, undiluted, straight, 
uncompounded, single, plain. 
ANTONYM: (adj) impure 

unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
untroubled, unthreatened, peaceable, 
tranquil, still, smooth, safe, quiet; (v) 
unafflicted, unplagued 

unmoved: (adj) apathetic, unaffected, 
indifferent, unconcerned, 
unimpressed, uninspired, 
dispassionate, imperturbable, calm, 
undisturbed, fixed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) affected, compliant, uptight, 
concerned, enthusiastic, tolerant, 
sensitive 

unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) 
enervated, afraid, alarmed, anxious, 
fearful, hysterical, scared, tense, 
terrified, timid. ANTONYM: (adj) 
confident 

unnoted: (adj) unmarked, overlooked, 
obscure, nameless, unknown; (v) 
unheeded, unthought of, 
unregarded, unobserved, 
unperceived, unseen 

unobserved: (adj, v) unseen; (v) 
unheeded, unregarded, unthought 
of, unperceived; (adj) ignored, not 
noticed, hidden, unmarked, 
unnoted; (adv) secretly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) evident 
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unoccupied: (adj) empty, vacant, 
unemployed, free, desolate, void, 
uninhabited, idle, inactive, deserted, 
abandoned. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
inhabited, overcrowded, solid, 
working, busy 

unoffending: (adj) innocent, 
harmless, innocuous, offenseless, 
blameless, innoxious, unharmed, 
unhurt, uninjured, uncontroversial, 
savoury. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
offending, offensive 

unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
unacceptable, shocking, not 
remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
excusable, justified, excellent, 
justifiable 

unpatriotic: (adj) misanthropic, 
antisocial. ANTONYM: (adj) 
patriotic 

unperceived: (v) unheeded, 
unthought of, unregarded; (adj) 
unremarked, unnoted, unobserved, 
unmarked, unknown, stealthy, sly, 
secret 

unpleasing: (adj) displeasing, 
graceless, ungracious, unpleasant, 
disagreeable, wicked, not grateful, 
offensive, perturbed, restless, stiff 

unpolite: (adj) rude 

unprepared: (adj) impromptu, 
extemporaneous, raw, unrehearsed, 
unready, extemporary, crude, 
improvised, unwary, surprised, 
weak. ANTONYMS: (adj) prepared, 
ready, attentive 

unprincipled: (adj) abandoned, 
unscrupulous, depraved, dishonest, 
unethical, profligate, dissolute, 
shameless, unconscionable, vicious, 
immoral. ANTONYMS: (adj) ethical, 
moral, honest, professional 

unproductive: (adj) infertile, fruitless, 
sterile, unfruitful, vain, ineffective, 
poor, nonproductive, useless, arid, 
infecund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, fruitful, successful, 
fertile, effective, conclusive, creative, 
efficient 

unprofitable: (adj) profitless, fruitless, 
futile, inutile, disadvantageous, 
unfruitful, barren, idle, vain, 
uneconomic, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fruitful, 
lucrative 

unpropitious: (adj) inauspicious, 
adverse, unlucky, unfavorable, 
inopportune, evil, sinister, 
disastrous, infelicitous; (adj, v) cross, 
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hostile 

unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, 
protected, secure, invulnerable 

unprovoked: (adj) wanton, 
motiveless, unwarranted, gratuitous, 
sluttish, groundless, light, loose, 
meaningless, needless, reckless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) provoked, 
reasonable, necessary, justifiable 

unpunished: (adj) impune 

unquestionably: (adv) certainly, 
definitely, indubitably, decidedly, 
indisputably, positively, surely, of 
course, assuredly, no doubt; (adj) 
doubtless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
doubtfully, possibly, arguably 

unquestioned: (adj) undisputed, 
unquestionable, unanimous, clear- 
cut, accepted, axiomatic, proverbial; 
(adj, v) unchallenged; (v) 
uncontested, uncontradicted 

unready: (adj) unprepared, unbegun, 
untrimmed, sluggish, dilatory, tardy, 
gloomy, awkward, unfeeling, 
melancholy, not swift. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ready 

unredeemable: (adj) irreclaimable, 
depraved, hopelessly bad, wicked, 
unreformable 

unregarded: (v) unnoticed, unnoted, 
unobserved, unmarked, unattended 
to, unperceived, unseen, unthought 
of; (adj) disregarded 

unrelenting: (adj, n) harsh, hard, 
severe; (adj) stern, relentless, 
implacable, austere, cruel, grim, 
unforgiving, persistent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) feeble, 
inexorable, sympathetic, temporary, 
merciful, compassionate, finite, 
gentle 

unreserved: (adj) open, unqualified, 
candid, unconditional, sincere, 
complete, expansive, absolute, total, 
outgoing, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) qualified, reserved, uncertain, 
unenthusiastic, shy, rather, partial, 
inhibited, restrained 

unresisting: (adj) nonresisting, meek, 
inactive, submissive, resistless, 
supine, resigned, overpowering, 
servile, subdued, suffering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rebellious 

unrighteousness: (n) impiety, 
iniquity, dishonesty, sinfulness, 
dishonor, injustice, immorality, 
impiousness, crime, irreligion, 
profaneness 
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unrivalled: (adj) unmatched, 
unrivaled, matchless, nonpareil, 
unmatchable, incomparable, one, 
one and only, unequalled, 
unequaled, unique 

unruly: (adj) boisterous, 
insubordinate, disobedient, 
intractable, headstrong, 
uncontrollable, wayward, 
rambunctious, ungovernable, 
lawless, rebellious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) manageable, obedient, yielding, 
biddable, compliant, loyal, gentle, 
peaceful, placid, restrained 

unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 
understood, unexpressed, wordless, 
untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken 

unscathed: (adj) uninjured, unhurt, 
intact, safe, safe and sound, 
undamaged, unscratched, whole, 
unmarred, untouched; (n) untainted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
harmed 

unscrupulously: (adv) shamelessly, 
unprincipledly, crookedly, 
dishonestly, falsely, ruthlessly, 
unfairly, depravedly, 
consciencelessly, roguishly, sharply. 
ANTONYM: (adv) honestly 

unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
improper, immature, inconvenient, 
ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
illtimed 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, calmed, 
calm 

unsheathed: (adj) denudate, stripped, 
bald, barren, bleak, completely 
unclothed, denuded, desolate, 
marginal, naked, nude 

unshod: (adj) barefoot, barefooted, 
discalceate, shoeless, not shod, 
unshoed. ANTONYMS: (adj) shod, 
calced 

unsocial: (adj) unsociable, antisocial, 
shy, reserved, indifferent, lonely, 
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incommunicative, inconversable, 
solitary 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
pleasant, good, lovely, bearable 

unsteady: (adj) insecure, changeable, 
dizzy, unbalanced, rickety, unsettled, 
shaky, unsound, precarious, 
uneven; (adj, n) uncertain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) steady, stable, 
alert, firm, secure, constant 

unsuited: (adj) incompatible, 
inappropriate, inapplicable, inapt, 
improper, unfit, unbecoming, 
mismated, mismatched, inapposite, 
incongruous 

unsung: (adj) nameless, obscure, 
unappreciated, inharmonious, 
isolated, not known, indeterminate, 
tuneless; (v) unpublished, 
unbreathed, unsaid 

untasted: (adj) fuller, full, still full, 
untouched, unswayed 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, unlicked, 
unnurtured, unhatched, unfledged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, 
educated, literate, economical 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue 

untrained: (adj) unskilled, 
uneducated, inexperienced, green, 
raw, inexpert, new, unseasoned, 
unhabituated, untaught; (v) 
undisciplined. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, expert, professional, 
prepared, accomplished, 
experienced, mature, educated, 
competent 

unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, inexpressible, 
unpronounceable, indefinable, 
untellable, unnameable, 
unapproachable, beyond description, 
incommunicable, terrible 

unvaried: (adj) unchanged, uniform, 
regular, dry, undiversified, 
undeviating; (v) harping, 
unreversed, unstopped, unrevoked, 
iterative. ANTONYMS: (adj) varied, 
diversified 

unveil: (v) disclose, expose, show, 
uncover, divulge, introduce, display, 


unfold, bare, unmask, open. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, hide, 
close, drape 

unveiling: (n) first appearance, 
presentation, introduction, 
revelation, debut, entrance, entry, 
launching, exposure, incoming, start. 
ANTONYM: (n) retirement 

unwarily: (adv) thoughtlessly, 
carelessly, rashly, heedlessly, 
imprudently, incautiously, 
recklessly, unwatchfully, negligently, 
inconsiderately, indiscreetly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) warily 

unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, 
loathly, aversely, unenthusiastically, 
indisposedly, resentfully, 
involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly 

unwise: (adj, n) silly, stupid, absurd, 
indiscreet; (adj) imprudent, 
injudicious, ridiculous, senseless, 
inadvisable, impolitic, unreasonable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
prudent, thoughtful, sagacious, 
judicious, advisable 

unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 
unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 
extraordinary, scarce, unaccountable, 
remarkable 

unwontedly: (adv) unusually, 
infrequently, rarely, 
unaccustomedly 

unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, 
disgraceful, ignoble, low, 
contemptible, despicable, ugly, 
unmerited, unseemly, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, 
valuable, honorable, estimable, 
reputable 

unyielding: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
unbending, uncompromising, 
relentless, firm, obstinate, resolute, 
hard, inexorable, inflexible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
compliant, soft, surrendering, 
yielding, bouncy, loose, limp, 
unrelenting, gentle, fragile 

upbraid: (v) rebuke, censure, blame, 
scold, chide, reprimand, condemn, 
berate, objurgate, rate; (n, v) revile 

upbraiding: (n) chewing out, bawling 
out, castigation, dressing down, 
earful; (adj) abusive, reproachful, 
base, expressing reproach; (v) 
chiding, admonish 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated 


uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

uprightly: (adv) erectly, 
perpendicularly, straightly, 
virtuously, justly, honestly, 
righteously, rightly, sincerely, 
cleanly, goodly 

upside: (n) crest, crown, poll, top side, 
upper side, pate, round top, acme, 
summit, superlative, teetotum 

urus: (n) Puquinas, bison bonasus, ox 

usher: (v) lead, escort, accompany, 
marshal, show, conduct, bring, 
attend; (n) attendant, porter, 
doorman 

usurer: (n) moneylender, cambist, 
loan shark, Shylock, banker; (adj) 
extortioner, codger, lickpenny, crib, 
churl, curmudgeon 

usurious: (adj) unconscionable, 
exorbitant, steep, outrageous; (v) 
churlish, covetous, ungenerous, 
sordid, hidebound, mercenary, 
illiberal 

usurpation: (n) encroachment, 
appropriation, seizure, 
accroachment, gaining control, coup 
d'etat, presumption; (adj, n) 
violation; (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming; (v) deposition 

usurped: (adj) tortious 

usurping: (adj) encroaching 

usury: (n) usure, rapacity, rate of 
interest, vigorish; (v) accustom, 
common occurrence, practice, treat, 
usage, use, usefulness 

uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
farthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, farthermost, 
furthermost, ultimate, most. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate 

vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 
wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, 
itinerant, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) 

ramp, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) 

unsettled, erratic. ANTONYM: (n) 

resident 

vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 

ruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 

worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 

arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, 

adv) foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

ruitfully, successfully, effectively 

valhalla: (n) Elysian Fields, Elysium, 

heaven, Walhalla, nirvana, 
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promised land, paradise 

valiant: (adj) brave, courageous, 
intrepid, fearless, heroic, audacious, 
gallant, daring, dauntless, stout, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) afraid, 
despicable 

valorous: (adj) valiant, courageous, 
brave, fearless, intrepid, gallant, 
bold, stout, heroic, undaunted, game. 
ANTONYM: (adj) cowardly 

valour: (n) valor, valiancy, valiance, 
heroism, courage, bravery, 
valorousness, prowess, daring, 
pluck, spirit 

valueless: (adj) useless, futile, 
insignificant, meaningless, null, 
unvalued, trifling, of no value, 
rubbish, priceless, refuse. 
ANTONYM: (adj) valuable 

vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 
crushed, tried, tired out, practiced 

vantage: (n) superiority, preference, 
start, handicap, expediency, 
expedience, advantageousness, odds, 
asset, tax advantage, head start. 
ANTONYM: (n) disadvantage 

variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 
varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
piebald, speckled, assorted, different, 
multicolored, pied. ANTONYM: 
(adj) uniform 

vassal: (n) feudatory, liegeman, liege, 
serf, helot, dependent, subject, liege 
subject, follower, bondman, 
homager 

vassalage: (n) servitude, captivity, 
serfhood, serfdom, villenage, 
bondage, subjection, dependence, 
enslavement, inthrallment, manrent 

vaulted: (adj) domed, hollow, hooked, 
testudinated, rounded, arcuated, in 
the form of an arch, curved, concave, 
roofed 

vaunt: (n, v) boast, gasconade; (v) 
brag, swagger, flourish, bluster, gas, 
show off, blow, crow, gloat 

vaunting: (n) ostentation, parade, 
show, pompousness, pageantry, 
bravado, egoism; (adj, n) boasting; 
(adj) vaporing, vainglorious, talking 
idly 

veau: (n) calves' feet, meat 

vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 
passion, eagerness, strength, 
impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, meekness, serenity 

vehemently: (adj, adv) ardently; 
(adv) violently, zealously, strongly, 
fervently, passionately, ferociously, 
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fervidly, keenly, intensely, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, gently, 
impassively 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
estimable, August, respectable, aged, 
distinguished, sacred, worthy, of 
long standing, revered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
unimpressive, undignified, 
disreputable 

veneration: (n) respect, awe, honor, 
devotion, esteem, adoration, 
deference, estimation, worship, 
admiration, thaumatolatry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
disapproval 

venison: (adj) turtle; (n) beef, chicken, 
ham, lamb, mutton, pork, red meat, 
animal protein, white meat 

verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
immature, inexperienced, emerald, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
urban, withering 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, 
in reality, genuinely, quitely, 
actually, selfly, truely, identically, 
exactly; (adv, int) in truth 

verisimilitude: (n) probability, 
likelihood, plausibility, similarity, 
expression, comparison, likeness, 
reality, representation, resemblance, 
semblance. ANTONYM: (n) 
falseness 

verity: (n) reality, veracity, actuality, 
fact, accuracy, troth, fidelity, 
faithfulness, belief, true statement, 
betrothal. ANTONYM: (n) falsity 

vermilion: (n) scarlet, vermily, 
orange red, vermeil, lake, redness; 
(adj, n) cinnabar; (v) redden; (adj) 
vermillion, chromatic 

vert: (adj) green; (n) vertical 

vespers: (n) matins, mass, divine 
service, canonical hour, early 
evening, Evening Prayer, placebo, 
religious service, service, nightfall, 
worship 

vest: (n) waistcoat, undershirt, singlet, 
oilskins, jubbah; (v) invest, clothe, 
enthrone, endow, put, ordain. 
ANTONYM: (v) divest 

vestment: (n, v) dress, vesture, 

clothing, apparel; (n) chasuble, 

garment, alb, cassock, surplice, garb, 

attire 

vestments: (n) canonicals, dress, 

clothes, bedclothes, garb 

vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, 

nuisance; (n) irritation, worry, 

aggravation, displeasure, chagrin, 

chafe, anger, frustration, botheration 
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vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 
pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated 

victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, victual, 
edible, provender, grub, sustenance, 
support, diet, nutriment 

vigil: (n) wake, lookout; (adj, n, v) 
watch; (adj, n) vigilance, 
surveillance; (v) wakefulness, guard; 
(adj) vigilant, eyes of Argus, watch 
and ward; (n, v) sentry 

vigils: (n) dulia, hyperdulia 

vilely: (adv) dirtily, wickedly, 
meanly, foully, disgustingly, grossly, 
sordidly, worthlessly, infamously, 
nauseatingly, revoltingly 

villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
villany, misdeed, baseness, enormity, 
atrocity, evildoing, evilness, 
injustice 

vindicate: (adj, v) absolve, clear, 
exonerate, exculpate; (v) excuse, 
acquit, defend, maintain, uphold, 
assert, rationalize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
punish, blame, accuse, condemn 

vindicated: (adj) exculpated, 
exonerated, cleared, absolved, 
unmortgaged, unclouded, safe, 
easily deciphered, easily perceptible, 
clean, guiltless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wrong 

vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 
forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant 

vineyard: (n) vinery, grapery, field, 
farm 

violated: (adj) profaned, seduced, 
dishonored; (v) strained, disunited, 
ruined financially, subjugated, 
rough, not continuous, humbled, 
fractured 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

virulent: (adj) caustic, deadly, 
malicious, lethal, toxic, acrimonious, 
poisonous, venomous, spiteful, 
pernicious; (adj, v) sharp. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, nice, 
avirulent, harmless, healthy, kind, 
nonpoisonous, weak, loving, mild 

visage: (n) face, look, mug, 
physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
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appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 
forehead 

viscera: (n) innards, intestines, 
bowels, guts, insides, womb, 
internal organs, gut; (adj, n) the 
bowels; (adj) internal, inward 

visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, unreal, 
dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) seer, 
dreamer, prophet. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, unromantic, practical, 
real, realistic, unimaginative 

visitant: (n) visitor, apparition, 
traveler, invitee, arrival, traveller 

visor: (n) eyeshade, peak, vizor, 
disguise, bill, vizard, shade, screen, 
armor plating, armor plate, head 
loupe 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective 

vizard: (n) mask, visor 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work 

volley: (n, v) hail, firing, blast, 
explosion; (adj, n, v) burst, 
discharge; (n) fusillade, shower, 
storm, barrage, fire 

voluptuary: (adj) epicurean, sybaritic, 
voluptuous, luxurious, busty, 
bosomy, luscious, deluxe; (n) 
sensualist, epicure, hedonist 

voluptuousness: (n) shapeliness, 
lewdness, lasciviousness, 
curvaceousness, lust, prurience, 
delicacy, lechery, gratification, 
luxury, fullness 

vouch: (v) guarantee, secure, promise, 
certify, attest, pledge, swear, testify, 
protest, confirm, affirm. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, disavow, 
refute 

vulgate: (n) Old Testament, Holy 
Bible 

vulnerary: (n) epithem, sinapism, 
liniment, embrocation, cataplasm, 
arquebusade, collyrium; (adj) 
curative, remedial 

wager: (n, v) stake, hazard, risk, 
venture, gamble, chance; (v) lay, 
pledge, pawn, play; (n) stakes 

wags: (adv) as the world goes 

wallow: (v) roll, flounder, welter, 
triumph, enjoy, rejoice, splash, bask; 
(adj) luxuriate, crouch, slouch 

walpole: (n) Horace Walpole, Horatio 
Walpole, Robert Walpole, sir Robert 
Walpole, fourth earl of Orford 

wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 


verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler 

wanderings: (n) peregrination 

wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 
licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; 
(n, v) sport; (adj, v) flirt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, wise, nice, 
kind, gentle, decent, clean, careful, 
observant, justifiable, involuntary 

wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 
immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint 

warder: (n) custodian, guard, keeper, 
turnkey, jailer, gaoler, custos, ranger, 
janitor, ostiary, trepan 

ware: (n) commodity, goods, wares, 
tableware; (v) beware, dissipate, 
squander, luxuriate, consume; (adj) 
cautious, commodities 

warhorse: (n) old hand, veteran, 
charger, steed, old stager, stage 
manager, veteran soldier, vet, 
antique, cavalry horse, mount 

warlike: (adj) military, belligerent, 
bellicose, pugnacious, combative, 
aggressive, armigerous, hostile, 
unfriendly, unpacific, militant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonizing, 
friendly 

warlock: (n) mage, charmer, sorcerer, 
enchanter, wizard, demon, sorceress, 
exorcist, vision 

wassail: (v) carouse, pledge, drink, 
toast, negus, make whoopie, make 
merry; (n) symposium, regale; (adj) 
carousal, jollification 

watered: (adj) irriguous, dewy, 
watermarked, moist 

waver: (v) vacillate, fluctuate, hesitate, 
totter, hover, wave; (n, v) quiver, 
flicker, shake, flutter, tremble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, continue 

wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (n) 
fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation; 
(adj) irresolute, indecisive, 
undecided, hesitant, uncertain, 
variable, changeable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) decided, constant, resolute, 
stable, decisive; (n) resolution, 
stability 

waxed: (adj) resembling wax, soft, 
waxen; (v) wex 

waxen: (adj) pale, waxy, white, 
colorless, wan, ashen, yielding, soft, 


= 


gray, drawn, cereous 

wayfarer: (n) traveler, passenger, 
pilgrim, itinerant, wanderer, 
traveller, walker, journeyer, rambler, 
voyager, vagrant 

weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 
supposes, notions, plainly, irrational, 
incongruous, project, foolish, fatuity, 
inconsistent 

weal: (n) wale, wheal, welt, 
prosperity, happiness, good, wealth, 
riches, welfare, injury, trauma 

wean: (v) alienate, disaffect, extricate, 
spane, raise, loose, free, disentangle, 
detach, deprive; (n) weanling 

weaponed: (adj) armed, equipt, 
furnished, carrying weapons 

wearer: (n) enjoyer 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 
lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 
boredom, ennui, prostration 

weasand: (n) throat, trachea, nostril, 
nozzle, sucker, shaft, orifice, vent, 
funnel, chimney, muzzle 

weatherbeaten: (adj) footsore 

wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached 

ween: (v) gather, draw an inference, 
collect, deduce, derive, make a 
deduction, imagine, weet, Wene; 
(adj) opine, conceive 

weighty: (adj) heavy, ponderous, 
grievous, powerful, profound; (adj, 
v) grave, serious, momentous, 
significant, solemn, influential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, light, 
unimportant, trivial, weightless, 
unsubstantial, thin, solvable, small, 
facile, easy 

well-born: (adj) aristocratic, patrician, 
gentle 

well-formed: (adj) symmetrical, 
beautiful, shapely 

well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
practically 

well-set: (adj) set 

welshman: (n) Cambrian, Irishman, 
Welchman, Scotchman, marine 
invertebrates, Welsh Black, 
American, Hibernian, Canuck, 
Canadian, Caledonian 

wench: (n) miss, damsel, strumpet, 
trollop, Trull, missy, quean, slut, 
nymph, dame; (n, v) drab 

wend: (v) go, pass, repair, proceed, 
cruise; (n) walk, tread, step, pace, 
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plod, march 

wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 
moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 
service, urban center 

whelp: (n, v) pup; (n) chrysalis, 
tadpole, nestling, larva, cur, chicken, 
hound, tendril; (v) lay, bear 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; (adv, 
n) why; (n) reason, proof; (adv) 
accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then 

wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
where 

wheresoever: (adv) wherever, 
whithersoever, whereso, 
wheresoe'er 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith 

whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, fillip, 
stimulus; (adj) point. ANTONYMS: 
(v) blunt, dishearten, dull, dampen, 
quench 

whiles: (n) while 

whimsical: (adj, n) fanciful, eccentric; 
(adj) capricious, freakish, humorous, 
changeable, fickle, erratic, wayward, 
odd, arbitrary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
reasonable, behaving, normal, 
serious, predictable 

whimsically: (adv) capriciously, 
humorously, freakishly, erratically, 
moodily, facetiously, wittily, 
skittishly, quaintly, kinkily, queerly 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards 

whit: (n) iota, atom, shred, scintilla, 
smidgen, tittle, jot, bit, particle, 
smidgin; (adj) dab 

whiten: (adj, v) blanch; (v) white, 
pale, whitewash, turn white, blench, 
decolorize, blanco, dealbate, 
discolor; (adj) bleached. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dirty, darken 

whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 
Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
make white, snowy, unsullied, 
ashen, benevolent 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

whittle: (v) pare, cut, carve, fashion, 
sculpt, hew; (adj) knife, edge tool, 
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cutlery, blade, penknife. 
ANTONYM: (v) increase 

whizz: (n, v) whiz; (v) whir, zoom, 
birr, whirr, speed, purr, rain cats 
and dogs; (n) magician, ace, puzzle 

wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, 
sound, good, nutritious, nourishing, 
pure, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory 

wholesomeness: (n) salubrity, 
nutritiveness, uprightness, goodness, 
hygiene, modesty, nutritiousness, 
quality, respectability, 
salubriousness, morality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unwholesomeness, 
impurity 

whosoever: (pron) whoever, 
whatever, anything that, whatsoever, 
whatso 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

widowed: (adj) widow, alone, vidual 

wildcat: (adj) unauthorized; (n) 
catamount, lynx, catamountain, 
savage, margay, serval, beast, puma, 
cougar, eyra 

wilder: (n) Samuel Wilder, Thornton 
Niven Wilder, Thornton Wilder, 
Billy Wilder 

wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 
savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) 
wilderness; (n, v) waste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) tameness, order, 
meekness, gentleness, caution, 
orderliness 

wilds: (n) wasteland, waste, desert 

wile: (n) trick, ruse, guile, deception, 
artifice, deceit, cheat, fraud, juggle; 
(n, v) dodge, stratagem. 
ANTONYM: (n) stupidity 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent 

wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
headstrongly, consciously, 
stubbornly, purposefully, 
persistently, on purpose 

willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 
arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
willow, bay willow, bearberry 
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willow, white willow, silver willow; 
(adj) mourning, weeds 

wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, rise, rally 

wily: (adj) cunning, crafty, foxy, 
artful, tricky, deceitful, designing, 
astute, guileful; (adj, v) shrewd, 
subtle. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straightforward, open, guileless, 
honest, ingenuous, straight 

wimple: (n) bonnet, castor, tile, 
headdress, headgear, wideawake; 
(v) whimple 

winded: (adj) panting, gasping, 
breathless, pursy, blown, puffing, 
puffed; (adj, adv) out of breath 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed 

winging: (n) flight 

wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 
nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer 

wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
fibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, thin, 
supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
tiny, smooth, soft, stout, fat 

wistful: (adj, v) reflective, meditative, 
thoughtful; (adj) contemplative, sad, 
melancholy, longing, plaintive, 
wishful, yearning; (v) anxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, satisfied, 
shallow 

witchcraft: (n) incantation, sorcery, 
witchery, enchantment, spell, black 
magic, necromancy, fascination, 
charm, black art, glamour 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough 

wither: (v) shrink, wilt, contract, 
shrivel, languish, droop, dry, waste, 
wane, atrophy, decay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) swell, strengthen, grow, blossom, 
flourish 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump 

withheld: (adj) hidden, uncommitted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ongoing 

withholding: (n) detention, 
reservation, withholding tax, 
confinement, custody, deduction, 
deprivation, estrangement, holding, 
keeping, maintenance. ANTONYM: 
(n) release 
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withstander: (n) guardian, shielder, 
protector, defender 

witless: (adj, n) silly, brainless, 
foolish, stupid, unwise, simple; (adj) 
mindless, senseless, thoughtless, 
dull, nitwitted 

wittol: (n) bawd, mackerel 

woden: (n) chief God 

woful: (adj) sorrowful, lugubrious, 
woeful, mournful, doleful, pitiable 

wold: (n) pampas, basin, common, 
desert, heath, wild, savanna, steppe, 
waste, weary waste, downs 

wolfram: (n) w, atomic number, 
metal, metallic element, watt, west, 
due west 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, astonishing, 
tremendous, fantastic, phenomenal, 
extraordinary, rattling; (adv) 
wonderfully, marvellously 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 
general, conventional, routine; (n) 
accustomed, common, regular 

woodcraft: (n) craftsmanship, 
carpentry 

woodman: (n) woodcutter, 
cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 
lumberjack, forester, hunter, 
woodworker, woodcarver, rustic, 
lumberman 

woodsman: (n) woodman, 
cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 
journeyman, rustic, artisan, 
Bushman, joiner, artificer, craftsman 

wordy: (adj) prolix, windy, lengthy, 
verbose, redundant, loquacious, 
talkative, garrulous, rambling, 
tedious, exuberant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) taciturn, quiet 

workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
craftsmanship, skill, 
accomplishment, performance, 
acquirement, priestcraft, trade, 
artistry; (v) handiwork 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial 

worn-out: (adj) stale, trite, threadbare, 
worn, hackneyed, jaded, old, run- 
down, dilapidated, disabled, beat 


worshipful: (adj, v) great; (v) 
honorable, noble, proud, dignified; 
(adj) reverential, godly, adoring, 
venerable, divine, doting 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable 

wrathful: (adj) furious, irate, wroth, 
ireful, indignant, incensed, mad, 
raging, resentful, infuriated, choleric. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleased 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wreath: (n) crown, coronal, garland, 
chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 
cincture, girdle, laurels 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 

wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
unhappily, desperately, 
calamitously, sadly, meanly, 
forlornly, piteously, disastrously, 
gloomily; (adj, adv) miserably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) hopefully 

wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 
distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack 

wringing: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaked to the skin, soaking wet, 
sodden, sopping, sopping wet, wet, 
wet through, wringing wet, soaking. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

wrinkles: (n) crow's feet 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended 

wrongfully: (adv) unjustly, 
injuriously, de jure, legally, lawfully, 
wrongly, mischievously, hurtfully, 


unlawfully, lawlessly, illegally 

wrongs: (n) mala 

wroth: (adj) wrathful, angry, irate, 
indignant, raging, furious, hot, 
enraged, incensed, choleric, fury 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed 

xiii: (n) long dozen, large integer 

xvii: (n) large integer 

xviii: (n) large integer 

xxiii: (n) large integer 

xxiv: (n) large integer 

xxvii: (n) large integer 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yell: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, howl, 
call, bellow, whoop, shriek, outcry; 
(v) bawl, holler 

yelling: (adj) crying, howling, 
fantastic, noisy, marvelous, 
marvellous, instant, insistent, rank; 
(n) screaming, noise 

yelping: (n) cry, wapping 

yeoman: (n) beefeater, gaffer, chap, 
cultivator, fellow, freeholder, blade, 
good man, swain, wight, 
woodcutter 

yeomanly: (adj) yeomanlike 

yeomanry: (n) class, troops of the line, 
troops, the line, guard, military 
forces, the army, Sabaoth, social 
class, standing army, militia 

yesternight: (n) last night 

yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, stiff, 
stubborn, unyielding, rebellious 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) 
pair, tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, 
join, bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 
abroad, thither, further away, at that 
place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 
fierce 

yore: (n) past, history, past times, 
yesteryear, old times, auld langsyne, 
time out of mind, time immemorial, 
the good old days, past tense 

zealous: (adj) keen, enthusiastic, 
fervent, ardent, avid, devoted, 
strenuous, vehement, glowing, fiery; 
(adj, n) passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, apathetic, 
unenthusiastic, cool, halfhearted, 
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moderate 

zest: (n) gusto, taste, savor, flavor, 
enthusiasm, piquancy, energy, 
enjoyment, tang, appetite; (n, v) 
spice. ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
blandness, dullness, indifference 

zion: (n) Eden, utopia, Erewhon, 
heaven, Israel, new Latin utopia, 
State of Israel, Sion 
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